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CHAP. V. 

The Hiftory of the Cappadocians* 

SECT. 1. 

The Defcription of Cappadocia.’ 

T his country was known to the antients by the name Kame ani 
ot Spia or Ajfyria^ and the inhabitants by that oUdMJUn^ 
LeucofyL It borrowed the name of Cappadocia^ ac- 
cording to Pliny from the river Cappadox ; according to 
Herodianus from one Cuppadocusy the founder of this nation 
and kingdom. Others fuppofe the name of Cappadocia de- 
rived from fome barbarous WOrd, whereof the meaning is 
unknown to us ; for the river Cappadox 4s mentioned only 
by PUnyy and Cappadoiusy the pretended founder of the na- 
tion, is fpoken ot 1^ none of the antient hillorians. Cappado^ 
day in ancient rimes, comprifed all that country which lies 
between mount Taurus and the Euxine fea 4 and was divided 

* Lib. Ti. C 3. * HEKODlANt apudSTBEHAH. 
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bv the Perftans into two fatrapies or governments, by the 
Macedonians into two kingdoms ; the one called Cappadocia ad 
Taurum^ and Cappadocia Magna ; the other Cappadocia ad Pon^ 
tum^ and commonly Pontus, Of the latter we have given 
the hiftory already ; of the former we are to write in this 
chapter. Cappadocia Magna^ or Cappadocia^ properly fo 
called, lies between the thirty-eighth and forty-ftrft degrees 
of north latitude ; and was bounded by Pontus on the north ; by 
Lycaonia^ and part of Armenia Minor ^ on the fouth j by Gala^ 
tiay on the weft ; and by the Euphrates^ and part of Armenia 
Minor ^ on the eaft. Under king Archelaus^ and feme of bis 
predecefTors, Cappadocia was divided, as Strabo informs us, 
into ten prefeftures, five of which lay near mount Taurus j 
viz. Melitena^ Cataonia^ Cilicia^ Tyamtisy IJfauritis ; the 
other five comprehended the remaining part of the kingdom ; 
but Strabo leaves us in the dark as to their fituation, and the 
towns of note which they contained. 

The metropolis of all Cappadocia^ in antient times, was 
Mazaca or Eufebta^ called afterwards Cafarea by Tiberius^ in 
honour of Augujlus, This latter name it ftill retains, being 
called by the inhabitants Kejarta, It is built round a rock, 
as Tavernier informs us, on the top of which ftands a caftle, 
and is ftill a populous and confiderable city. It was the ice 
of the renowned St. Bajily and its archbiftiop to this day holds 
the firft rank amoi^ the prelates who are under the patriarch 
of Conjiantinople , The other cities of note in Cappadocia are, 
ComanOy called Comana Cappadocia y to diftinguifh it from an- 
other city of the fame name in Pontus, 7'his city was famous 
in antient times for a temple confecrated to Bellonay whofe 
priefts and attendants of both fexes amounted, in Strahovs time, 
to the number of fix thoufand, and upwards. The chief- 
prieft was lord of the adjoining country, and, in honour, next 
to the king, being commonly of the royal family. Ny£a in 
Chiiftian times, the fee of Gregoryy furnamed rfyjfenusy and 
brother to St. BafiL Nazianzumy the fee and place of nati- 
vity of another Gregory^ no lefs celebrated by the writers of 
ecclefiaftical hiftory. Archelaisy fo called from Archelaus 
king of Cappadocia y who either founded, or repaired and dm- 
bellifhed it. Diocafareay placed by Pliny in Cappadocia^ by 
others in Phrygia y and antiently called, as we read in Strahy 
Cabria, Fauftinopolisy fo called in honour of FaujUnOy wife 
to the emperor Antoninus, Cabijiray mentioned by Tally in 
bis letters 9. Pteriumy memorable for the overthrow of Crae- 
Jits by CyruSy which was attended with the ruin of Lydian 
kingdol^. 

f Cic. lib. XV. cpift. 1 1 , ad fenat. ^ ad Attic. 1. v. cpift. i8. 
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The rivers of this country that deferve any notice, w, Rivers^ 
the Mf/as^ "which indeed rifes in the weftern borders of Ga^ 
latia, but pafies through the fp'uthern borders of this kingdom 
and Armenia^ and falls into the Euphrates ; the Halys^ which 
rifes near Nazianzum ; and, bending firft to the weft, and then 
to the north, pafles through Galatia and Paphlagonia^ and 
difeharges itfelf into the Euxine fea, between Synope and Ami- 
fus } the /w, now Cafalmac^ which, as Strabo informs us, 
pailed through Amafia^ his own country, and, receiving the 
T^hemifcyra^ falls into the Euxine fea, not far from Amifus, 

Th 1 s country produces excellent wines, and moft kinds of 
fruits \ and was formerly rich in mines of filver, brafs, xion^chmatem 
and alum \ affording alfo great ftore of alabafter, cryftal, jaf- 
per, and onyx- ftone. But it was chiefly celebrated by the 
antients for its breed of horfes, which were, and ftill are, in 
great requeft. Some parts of Cappadocia are very mountain- 
ous and barren, the Antitaurus running through thofe pro- 
vinces which border on the two Armenians. In this part of 
Cappadocia Hands mount Argaus^ of fuch an extraordinary 
height, that one may fee, as fome authors relate, from the 
top of it, the Euxine fea on one fide, and Mediterranean 
oil the other. 

^ Cappadocia was probably peopled by Togarmah^ the h&Origin^ 
fon ot Gomer^ and his defeendants **. Bochart ® obfcrvps, that 
the Cappadocians are faid by the fathers to be defeended from 
Caphtorim, the laft of the offspring of Mizraim^ and that 
Caphtor is rendered by the feptuagint Cappadocia. In this, 
without all doubt, they followed the Jews^ who explain thofe 
names the fame way, as do the three Chaldee paraphrafts. But 
by Cappadocia^ in thefe writings, is not to be underftood 
Cappadocia in Afia Minor as Bochart judged ; but fome place 
in Egypt generally fuppofed, by the rabbies, to be Demyat 
or Demietta commonly confounded with Pelujium, 

As to the ftate of this nation m the early times, we zxo Govern^ 
quite in the dark. Ctefias^ as quoted by Diodorus Siculus^ tells 
us, that from the very beginning it was fubje£l to foreign 
princes. But that writer is no ways to be depended upon. 
Cappadocia was, without all doubt, a province of the king- 
dom of Lydia \ and after theoverthrow of Craefus paffed from 
the Lydians to the Perfiansy to whom the Cappadocians paid 
an annual tribute, as Strabo writes s, •of fifteen hundred 
horfes, two thoufand mules, and fifty thoufand ftieep. The 
firft king of Cappadocia we find mentioned in hiftory \%Phar- 

^ Sec vol. i. p. 376, 377. * Bochart. phalcg. 1 . iv. c. 31. 

^ Rabbi Saadias & Maimonidbs apudLiCHTFOOT. oper. ii. p. 

398, s Strab. l.xii. p. 370. 
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nacit^ a noble P^rfian^ who, having faved Cyrus from a ra- 
venous lion, running full fpeed againft him while he wathmt-' 
ing, was by him rewarded with his fifler Atojfa^ and the king- 
dom of Cappadocia. Diodorus ftiles him only governor of 
Cappadocia. This country was afterwards fubdued by the 
Macedonians^ and changed into a province ; but again re* 
ftored to its former ftate by Ariarathes III. who, laying hold 
of the opportunity which the diiTenlions that reigned among 
the fucceflbrs of Alexander gave him, put Amynias their go- 
vernor to death, and, with forces raifed in Armenia^ reinftated 
himfelf in the kingdom, which he tranfmitted to hispofteri- 
ty i who held it till the reign of Ariarathes VIII. the laft of 
the royal race of Pharnaces. Two other families reigned in 
Cappadocia^ namely thofe of Arioharzanes and Archelaus ; but 
under the latter the kingdom was changed into a province of 
the Roman empire, nor ever more returned to its former ftate. 
It was greatly inlarged under the emperors, by the addition 
of Pontus^ and part of Paphlagonia ; and thus it ftood in the 
time oi Ptolemy yWho xezhomPontusGalaticus^Cappadocius^zwdi 
PalemanaicuSy as parts of this province. It was afterwards di- 
vided into ten prafefturcs ; but in the time of Conftantine the 
Great^PoniuSy Lycaonia^ and Pijidia^ being made diftinA pro- 
vinces, Cappadocia was confined to its former bounds (A). * 
The religion of the ancient Cappadocians was much the 
fame with that of the Perfians^ of which we have given clfe- 
where an accurate account K At Comana there was a ftately 
and rich temple confecrated to Bellona^ whole battles the 
priefts and their attendants ufed to reprefent on ftated days, 
cutting and wounding each other, as if feized with an enthu- 
fiaftic fury. No Icfs famous and magnificent were the tem- 
ples of Apollo Catanius^ or Cataonius, at Dajiaewn^ and of 
Jupiter in the province of Morimena^ which laft had three 
thoufand facred feivants, or religious votaries. The chief- 
prieft was next in rank to that ot Comana, and had, as Strata 

See vol. V. p. 143, et feq. 


(A) The emperor Valem di- 
vided Cappadocia into two pro- 
vinces, Cappadocia Fritna^ and 
Cappadocia Sccundd, ^making Ty- 
ana the metropolis of ‘the latter. 
We are told, that Falens^ who 
was a great abetter of the Arian 
fafrton, did this out of ipite to 
St. Bafil^ who, being bimem of 
C^farea, the metropolis of all 
Cappadocia, prevented the fpr^d- 


ing of that herefy in places un- 
der his jurifdidlion. In this Hate 
tlappadocia continued till the 
ereAing of the new empire of 
Trehifond^ with which it frU into 
the hands of the Turks ^ by whom 
the whole province, with the adr 
dition of Fontus^ is now caQed 
Amafia, after the name of Aat 
city, where the b^lerb^ of 
AnaSolM refides, 

infonna 
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informs us ayearly revenueof fifteen talents. DianaPef 
Jica was ^vo^iped in the city of Ca/lataUat where women* 
devoted to the worihip of that goddeft, were reported to tread 
hare-foot on burning coals* mthout receiving any harm K 
The temples of Diana at DitfpoUt^ and of Amas at Ztla^ 
were likewife had in great veneration both by the Cappado^ 
aaus and Armenians y who flocked to them ftom ;ill parts. In 
the latter were tendered all oaths in matters of confequences 
and the chief among the priefts was no way inferior in dig- 
nity* power* or wealth, to any in the kingdom, having a royal 
attendance* and an uncontrouled power over all the inferior 
officers Snd fervants of the temple (B). 

Thjb Capfadociansy in the time of the Romansy bore foCHaradfir, 
bad a charader* were reputed fo vicious and lewd* fo mon- 
llroufly addided to all manner of vice, that* befides the (hare 
they had in the old Greet proverb* they had fome peculiar to 
themfelves* reflecting on their enormous wickedneft ; which 
made them be fo traduced by other nations* that a wicked 
and impious man was emphatically called a Cappadocian. 
However* this their lewd difpofition was* in after- ages* fo 
corrected and reltrained by the pure morals of Chriftianity* 
that no country wbatfoever has produced greater champions 
of u the Chriftian religion* or given to the church more pre- 
lates of ynblemifhed characters. 

We have no fyftem of their laws* and fcarce wherewithal Lawi and 
to form yy particular idea of them. As to their commerce* 
they carried on a very confiderable trade in horles* great 
numbers whereof their country produced i and we read of 
them in Scripture* as frequenting the fairs of Tyre with this 
commodity As Cappadocia abounded with mines of filver» 
brafs* iron* and alum* and afforded great ftore of alabalter*. 
cryftal* and jafper* it is reafonable to fuppofe* that they fup- 
plied the neighbouring countries with thefe conunodities. From 
the reigns of their kings* we (hall be able to judge of their 
military capacity. 


* Strab. 1 . xii. p. 375. 

(B) The Romans^ who will- 
ingly adoptttl all the fuperfli- * 
tiotis and fuperlhtious ntes of 
the nations they conquered* 
greatly increafed the revenues of 
this andother temples* conferring 
the prieflhood on fuch as they 
diought moft fit for carrying on 
their dcfigni. We are told* that 


a Strab. ubi fupra* 

human facrifices were offered at 
Comana ; and that this barbarous 
praftice was brought by Orefies^ 
and his fijler Jp?igema^ from 
^auricaS^thicay where men and 
women were immolated to Di- 
ana. But this cuftom* if it ever 
obtained in Cappadocia^ was abo- 
Ufhed in the Roman times. 
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SECT. il. 

The reigns of the kings (?/Cappadocia, 

TT H E firft king of Cappadocia^ we read of in hiftory, was 
Pharnacesy who was preferred by Cyrus to the crown, 
who gave him in marriage his fitter Atojfa^ as we have 
mentioned above. And this is all we read of him in antient 
writers. Xenophon calls him Ariheeus j and fays, that he was 
killed in warring againft the Hyreanians. 

Pharnaces was fucceeded by his fon Smerdis^ mentioned 
Atamnas. only by Diodortis ; and he by his fon Atamnas^ or Arlaramnes^ 
as Ctejias calls him. He cultivated a good underftanding 
with the Perftans^ and ferved in the Army of Darius the fon 
oi Hyjiafpcs\ by whom he was employed againft the 5fy- 
thians. In w’hich expedition he took Marfagetes^ their king’s 
brother, and prefented him bound to Darius. 

Anaphas, His fon Anaphas is celebrated by the antients for his skill 
in military aflairs. He renewed the alliance which his father 
had made with the Perfans ; and was chofen for one of the 
feven princes o^Pefia^ probably in the room of Intapkernesy 
who was put to death by Darius for plotting a change in the 
government. • 

Anaphas Anaphas IL fuccccdcd his Father ; but did nothing worth 
It. mentioning. His fon Datames fuccccded him, the firft of 
Datames. his family that waged war with the Perfians ; w^’e know not 
on what provocation. In that war having ventured a genera) 
engagement, his army was cut in pieces, and himfelf flain. 
Ariaram- His fon Ariarainnes reigned fifty years. In his time the 
nes. Perjians invaded Cappadocia ; and, having reduced great part 
of it, appointed Datames y brother t(j Ariaramnes^ governor 
thereof, by w^ay of reward for his fervices againft the 6W«- 
fianSy whom he had fubdued. 

Ariara- Ariarathes afeended the throne on his father’s death, and 
thes I. adnj’tted his brother OLphernes to partake of the fame power. 

He accompanied in his expedition againft 

the Egyptians ; and, on that occafion, fignalized himfelf 
above all the other commanders of the Perfian army. He 
Olo- was fucceeded by his brother OlopherneSy who reigned alone ; 
phernes. but, in the fucceffion to the crown, preferred AriaratheSy his 
brother’s fon, td fiis own children. 

Ariara- Ariarathes II. reigned in the time of Alexander the Greaty 
thes II. ?nd continued faithful to the Perjians at a time when moft of 
the other princes fubmitted to the conqueror. Alexander 
was prevented by death from invading his dominions ; but 
PerdiccaSy marching againft him w'ith a powerful and well- 

c' difciplined 
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dtfciplined army, clifperfed his forces, and, having taken 
Artarathet himfelf prifcmer, crucified him, with all thofe of 
the royal blood, whom he could get into his power Dia- 
dorus ^ tells us, that he was killed in the battle. He is faid 
to have reigned eighty- two years. 

His fon Ariarathes III. having efcaped the general Ariara- 
llaughter of the royal family, fled into Armenia ^ where 
lay concealed till the civil difl'enflons, which arofe among the 
JkfacedonianSy gave him a fair opportunity of iccovering his 
paternal kingdom, which he tranfmitted to his pofterity. 
Amyntas^ who was at that time governor of Cappadocia^ op- 
pofed him, but was overcome in a pitched battle, and the 
JHacedonians were obliged to abandon tlK* flrongholds which 
they poflefled. Ariarathes^ after a peaccai^le reign of many 
years, left the kingdom to his fon, 

Ariaramnes II. who did nothing worth mentioning, butAriaram- 
was greatly refptfled by all the neighbouring princes on ac- nes II. 
count of his good-nature, juftice, and other princely vir- 
tues. During his reign, the kingdom was in a inoreflourifii- 
ing condition than it had been under any of his predcceflors, 
he having maintained a good underftanding with the adjoin- 
ii<g Hates, and applied hinifclf more to the arts of peace than 
. var. lie was fucceeded by his fon, 

Ariarathes XV, whom he had taken for partner of the An’ara- 
kingdom during his life-time. Ariarathes proved a verj' war- thes IV. 
like prince, and, having overcome Atjaccs^ founder of- the 
Parthian monarchy, confidcrably inlarged his own donii- 
nions. 

He was fucceeded by his fon Ariarathes W . who, mar- Ariara- 
rying the daughter of Antiochus the Create entered into anther V. 
alliance with that prince againft the Ko^iiaiis ; but Antiochus 
being conquered, he fent cmbafladois to fue for peace, w hich 
he obtained, after liaving paid tw'o hundred talents, by W'ay 
of fine, for taking up arms againft the people of Rome with- 
out any juft provocation. Heaftcrwaids concluded an al- 
liance with the Remans^ and affifted thorn with men and 
money againft Perjhis ; on wdiich confideratioii, he w'as by 
the fenate honoured wnth the title of friend and ally of the 
people of Rome, In forne ilirputes that arofe bctw’cen him 
and Pharnaccs II. king of PontuSy concerning the confines of 
Cappadocia and Galatia, he referred the whole matter to the 
Roman legates, who f.wourcd him as lar as the juftice of his 
caufe would allow. He left the kingdom, in a veiy fioui ifli- 

• Appian. in Mitliridat. Curtius, 1. xii. * Diouor. 

1. xviii. 
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ing condition, to his fon Mithridatei^ who, upon his ac* 
celfion to the crown, took the name of Ariarathes. 

Ariara- Ariarathis VL furnamed Pbilopator^ from the filial refpeft 
thesVl. and love he Ihewcd his father from his very infancy, after 
having performed with the utmoft pomp and magnificence 
his exequies, difpatched ambafladors to Ronuy to acquaint 
the fenate with his acceffion to the crown, and to renew the 
alliance which his father had made with the people of Rome. 
l"he ambafladors were kindly received, the alliance renewed, 
and the king highly commended by the fenate, for the 
rcfpeiSl he had Ihewn them. He reftored Mithrobuzanesj 
fon to Zadriades king of the Lejfer Armenia^ to his father’s 
kingdom, merely out of good-nature, though he forefaw 
that the Armenians would lay hold of that opportunity to join 
Artaxias^ who threatened him with war, and was ready to 
invade Cappadocia. But all thefe differences were fettled, 
before they came to an open rupture, by the Roman legates, 
Tiberius Gracchus j Lucius Lentulus^ and Servilius Glauciusm 
Ariarathes^ feeing himfelf thus delivered from an impending 
His au war by the mediation of the Romans^ fent embafladors to 
tathment prefent the fenate with a golden crown, and tender his fer- 
theKo- Yjce where-ever they thought fit to employ him. The fenate 
mans. accepted of the crown, and requited the prefent with a llaff,* 
and chair of ivory, which they only beftowed on fuch as 
were looked upon as intirely attached to their intereft. Not 
long before, Demetrius Soter king of Syria had proffered 
him in marriage his After, the widow of Perfeus king of 
Macedonia ; but Ariarathes had rejeded the offer, for fear 
of giving offence to the Romans. For this, in particular, the 
fenate returned him thanks ; and injoined the ambafladors to 
acquaint their mafter, that the fenate and people of Rome 
were fully convinced of his attachment to them, and ready 
to ftiew, on all occafions, how much they had at heart the 
intereft of their true friends and allies among whom they 
accounted Ariarathes the chief, and moft to be depended on. 
Not long after, the king found, by experience, that their 
proteftations were fincere \ for Orophemes^ or, as others 
call him, Holophernes^ pretending to be the lawful fon of 
* Ariarathes V. and the elder brother, had recourfe to De- 
metrius Soter y who was greatly incenfed againft Ariarathes for 
flighting the match ^hich he had propofed with his fifter. 
Demetrius was eafily prevailed upon to cfpoufc tiis caufe, 
though he well knew that Oropbernes^ was but a fuppofiticious, 
or, as Tome write, a natural, fon of the deceafed king. 

5 PoLYB. legat. 119. Dzodor. Sicvi.. legat. B4. 

Emms 
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Eumenes king of Pergufmts was ordered by the Romans to 
join Artaraihes with all his forces, and aflift him againft De- 
metrius to the utmoft of his power : which he did accord- 
ingly j but to no cffeft ; for the armies of the confederate Ariara- 
kings were worfted, zxA Artaraihes obliged to abandon thethes^r/. 
kingdom to his rival 

Orophernes^ being thus put in pofleffion of Cappadocia^ di- ^^Oro- 
fpatched embafTadors to Rome with a golden crown of great 
value ; which the fenate declined to accept, till fucb time asy^^j. 
they heard his pretenfions to the kingdom of Cappadocia^ the flood 
which he, by fuborned witnefles, made appear fo plain, that 2189. 
the fenate decreed Ariarathes and he (hould reign together asBef. Chr. 
brothers and partners in the kingdom y. But Orophernes was 159. 
the fame year driven out by Attalus brother to Eu?mnesy and 
his fucceflbr in the kingdom of Pergamus^ and Ariarathes reftored 
reftored to the intirc polTeflion of his paternal kingdom. Oro- Attalus, 
phernes being driven out, Ariarathes fent embafladors to de- 
mand of the PrieniansioMX hundred talents, which Orophernes 
ha 4 depofited with them. The Prienians honeftly replied, 
that, as they had been trufted with the money, they could 
not, without breach of the truft repofed in them, deliver it 
to any one except Orophernes himfclf, or fucli as came in his 
ii^me. Hereupon the king entered their territories in 2inM^ike$ 
hoftile manner, and, putting all to fire and fword, thought ' 7 - 

fhould frighten them into a compliance with his demands, 

But neither his threats, nor the calamities they fufFered, could 
prevail upon them to betray their truft ; nay, in the height 
of their miferies, while their city was befieged by the joint 
forces of Ariarathes and Attalus^ they found means to reftorc 
the intire fum to Orophernesy though the king ])ad threatened 
them with utter deftruftion, in cafe it was not delivered to 
him upon his entering the city, which he hoped to be mafter 
of in a few days. But, in the mean time, the Prienians 
recurring to the Romans^ the two kings were injoined by the 
legates to raife the fiege, and withdraw their forces, on pain 
of being deemed enemies to the republic Ariarathes 
readily complied with the legates orders ; and, marching his 
army into Syria^ joined Alexander Bpiphanes againft Dcme- 
trius Soter^ by whom he had been formerly driven out of 
his kingdom. In the very firft engagement Demetrius was 
fl'din, and bis army intirely routed and dlfperfed j Ariarathes 

» PbLYB. 1 . iii. p. i6i. Liv. l.xlvii. Justin. 1 . xxxv. c. i. 

Appian. Syriac, p. 1 18. Zonar. ex Dione. y Appian. 

Syriac, p. 1 1 8. Zonar. ex Dion, * Polv b. in excerpt. 

yalcf.p. 173- , . 

having 
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having on that occaflon given uncommon proofs of his cou* 
rage and condu£):. 

Some years after, a war breaking out between the R$mans 
. and Arijhntcus^ who claimed the kingdom of Pergamus^ in 
father, he affifted the former to the utmoft of his 
a battle in which P. Crajus 

r^onicus proconful of Afia was taken, and the Roman army cut in 
end is ^ Pieces. lie left fix fons by his wife on whom the 

/tain. people of Pc///*? beftowed L\caonia and Cilicia, But Laodice^ 
fearing left her children, when they came of age, fhould t^ke 
the government out of her hands, poifoned five of them, the 
youngeft only having cfcapcd her cruelty, by being privately 
conveyed out of the kingdom. Laodlce was foon after pat to 
death by tlie Cappadocians^ who could not brook her cruel 
and tyrannical goveinment, and the young king placed on 
the throne of his anceftors a. 

Ariara- Ariarathes Vjl. foon after his accefiion to the crown, mar- 

thesVIl. Laodice^ daughter to Alithridates ihe Great^ in hopes of 
having in that prince a powerful friend to fupport him againft 
Nicornedes king of Bithynia^ who laid claim to part of Cap- 
padocia. But Alithridates^ without any regard either to 
* Js procured ov\q Gordius to poifon him j 

/>’ Mithri-^^^^^5 on his death, feized the kingdom, under pretence 
dates,*?^/^? maintaining the rights of the Cappadocians againft Nicomedcs^ 
/dices the till the cliildrcn of Ariarathes were in a condition to govern 
kingdom, and defend tlie kingdom by thcmfelves. The Cappadocians 
were at fir ft very thankful to Alithridates ^ as not entertaining 
any manner of furpicicn againft him 5 but, finding him unwil- 
ling to refign the kingdom to the lawful heir, they rbfe up in 
arms, and, driving out all his garifons, placed on the throne 
the cldeft Ton of their deceafed king, 'z//z. 

Ariara- Ariarathes VIlI. who was foon engaged in a war with Ni- 
thcs\ king of Bithynia^ that prince laying claim to fomeof 

the provinces that bordered on his kingdom. In this war 
Adithridates joined his nephew, and not only forced Nico- 
modes tt) .ibandon Cappadocia^ but ftripped him of great part 
of his own dominions. A peace being at laft concluded be- 
tween the kings of Bithynia and Cappadocia^ Alithridates y 
feeking fome pretence to quarrel with Ariarathesy infifted 
upon his lecalling who had murdered his father: 

which propofal ,he rejc6ting with abhorrence, both princes 
began to prepare for war. Alithridates took the field the 
firft, hoping to over- run Cappadocia before Ariarathes could 
be in a condition to make head againft him. But^ contrary 


* Justin. 1. xxxvii. c. i. 


to 
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to his expe£tation, he was met on the frontiers hy JriaratheT^ 
at the head of an army no-way inferior to his own. Here- 
upon, having recourfe to fnares, he invited Ariarathes to a 
conference; and, in the light of both armies, flubbed him 
with a dagger, which he had concealed under his garment, as/^ Mithri- 
we have related in the hiftory of Pontus* This llruck fuch dates, 
terror into the Cappadocians ^thvx they immediately difperfed, 
and gave Mithridates an opportunity of polTcHing himlelf of 
the kingdom without the leaft oppofition. But he did not 
long enjoy his unjuft 'conquefts ; for the Cappadocians^ not 
being able to endure the tyranny and cruelty of his prefeeSfs, 
fhook off the yoke, and, recalling the king’s brother, who 
had fled into the province of Afta^ proclaimed him king. 

Ariarathes IX. was fcarce fettled in his throne, when Mi- Ariara- 
thndates invaded his kingdom at the head of ^ very nu- thes IX. 
merous army ; and, having drawn him to a battle, defeated 
his army with great llaughter, and obliged him to abaudon 
the kingdom to the conqueror. The king foon after died of A dri*vcn 
grief, and Mithridates bellowed Cappadocia on his fon, who®"^ 
was then but eight years old, giving him alfo the name of 
Afiarathes But Nicotnedes Philopator king of Bithynia^^”^!^ 
fearing left Mithridates having now got poflelfion of 
whole kingdom of Cappadocia^ Ihould invade his territories, 
fuborned a youth to pafs himfelfupon the fenate for tJie third 
fon of Ariarathes^ and to prefent them a petition, in order to 
be reftored to his father’s kingdom. With him he fent to 
Rome Laodiee^ fifter to Mithridates^ whom he had married 
after the death of her former hulband Ariarathts. Laodice 
declared before the fenate, that llie had three Ions by Aria- 
rathes ^ and that the petitioner was one of them ; but lliat 
file had been obliged to keep him concealed, left he Ihould 
undergo the fame fate as his brothers. Tnc fenate alTured 
him, that they would, at all adventures, rcinflatc him in his 
kingdom ; for the whole matter was carried on with fuch 
craft, that they had not the leaft fufpicion of any deceit. 

But, in tl)e mean time, Mithridates having notice of tbefc 
tranfaffions, dil^atchcd Gordius to Rome^ to undeceive the 
fenate, and perfuade them, that the youth, to whom he had 
rcligned the kingdom of Cappadocia j was the lawful fon of 
the late king, and grand fon to Ariarathj;s^ who had aftifted 
the Romans againft Ariftonicus^ and loft his life in their fer- . 
vice c. This unexpedlcd embafiy put the fenate upon in- 
quiring Inore narrowly into the matter; whereby the whole 
plot was difeovered,. and Adithridates ordered to refign 

mans to rr- 

Justin. 1. xxxviii. c. /, a. * Justin, ubi Aipna. ^ Ca v 

padocia» padocia. 



14 ’ Hiftory of Cappadoda.' B. tl< 

padocia, Paphlagonia was at the fame time taken for Nic&^ 
medes^ and both kingdoms declared free. But the Cappado-^ 
cians lent cmbalTadors to Rome^ acquainting the fenate, that 
they could not live without a king ; which the fenate was 
greatly furprifed at ; but however, humouring their incli- 
nation ; gave them leave to cledt a king of their own na- 
tion, for the royal family of Pharnaces was now extindl. 
Theychofe unzmmou^y Ariobarzanes \ and their eleiElion was 
approved by the fenate, he having, on all occafions, fhewn 
himfelf a fteady friend to the Romans d. 

Arioharzanes had fcarce taken poffefllon of his new king- 
dom, when he v/as driven out by Tigranes king of the 
Greater Aimenia^ who refigned it to the fon o( MithridateSj 
according to the articles of an alliance previoufly concluded 
between thefc two princes. Arioharzanes fled to Rome^ and, 
h Tigra- having engaged the fenate in his caufe, he returned into Afta 
W’ith Sylla^ who was injoined to reftore him to his kingdom ; 
wiv'ch he (lid accordingly \ having, with a fmall body of 
men, routed Gojdius^ who came to meet him on the borders 
of Cappadocia at the head of a numerous army. But Sylla 
had fcarce turned his back, when he was driven out anew by 
Ariarathes tlic fon of Mithridates^ on whom Tigranes had 
beftowed the kingdom of Cappadocia. This obliged Sylla to 
return into Afia^ where he was attended with the fame fuc- 
cefs, and Arioharzanes placed again on the throne. After 
the death of Sylla^ he was the third time forced by Mithri^ 
dates to abandon his kingdom ; but was foon reftored by 
Pempey ; who, after having intirely dcfcdtcd Mithridaies near 
mount Stella^ rewarded Arioharzanes^ for his ferviccs during 
the war, with the provinces of Sophency Gordiency and great 
part of Cilicia, But he, being now advanced in years, and 
dclirous to fpend tlie remainder of his life in eafe, and free 
Rejigns the [xom cares, refigned the crown to his fon Arioharzanes^ in 
ertywnto prefence of Poinpefy and never afterwards interfered with 
public afFaii 3. Tully, in one of his letters, feems to inlinuate, 
as if he died a violent death 

Ariobar- Arioharzanes II. proved a no Icfs faithful ally and friend to 
zanesIL the Romans than his father had been. He was very fervice- 
able to Ciceroy as he himfelf w.itncffes, during the time he 
was proconftil of Cilicia, The civil war breaking out be- 
tween Cafar Fompeyy he fided with the latter ; but, after 
the death of Pompey^ was received into favour by Cafar y 
who even beftowxd upon him great part of Armenia* W hilc 


Ariobar- 
zones I. 


ncs and 
Mithri- 
dates. 


But re^ 
Jlored by 
the Ro- 
mans. 


^ Justin. 1 . xxxviii, c. 2. 
epift. famil. 15. 
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C^far was engaged in a war with the Egyptians^ Pbarnaces 
king of Pontus^ invaded hts territories^ and ftripped him of 
his paternal kingdom^ as well as of his new acquifitions. 

But Pbarnaces being overcome by Cafar^ be was not only 
reftored to his kingdom, but honoured with new titles by the 
Romans. After the murder of Ceefar^ he refufed to join to 

Cajjius and Brutus j who thereupon, having declared him an ^ 

enemy to the republic, invaded his dominions ; and, having 
taken him prifoncr, caufed him to be put to death. nrutus. 

He was fucceeded by his brother Artahar%anes III. who, Ariobar- 
as we have elfewhere mentioned, was by Marc Antony de- III. 
prived both of his life and kingdom. In him ended the fa- 
mily of Ariobarzanes, 

ArchelauK^ the grand fon of that ArchelauSy who, in thcArche- 
Mithtidatic war, commanded in chief againft jy/Aar, as welaus. 
have mentioned above, was, by Marc Antony^ placed on the 
throne of Cappadocia^ though no ways related either to the 
family of Pbarnaces^ or to that of Ariobarzanes. His prefer- 
ment was intirely owing to his mother Glaphyra^ a woman 
of great beauty, but of a very loofe behaviour ; who, having 
gained Antonyms good graces by indulging his lull:, obtained, 
by way of reward for her compliance, the kingdom of Cap* 
f idocia for her fon* To this alludes the epigram of Auguftus^ 
related by Martial f. In the w'ar between Augujius and An* 
tony he joined the latter ; but, at the interceflion of the Cap* 
padocianSj was not only pardoned by Augujlus^ but received 
from him Armenia the Lcjfer^ and Cilicia Trachea^ for having 
affifted the Roman praetors in clearing the Teas of pirates, who 
greatly infefted the coafts of Afia. He contraAed a ftriiSf 
friendfhip with Hefod the Greats king oi Judaa^ and even 
married his daughter Glaphy? a to Alexander ^ Herod*s fon. 

Herod becoming jealous of his fon, as if he afpired to the 
kingdom, Archelaus took a journey into Judaa^ with no 
other view but to remove his furpicioiis, and reconcile him 
to his fon ^ which he happily efFeded i though, on account 
of new fufpicions, Alexander was not long after, by his fa* 
ther’s order, put to death. Hetod accompanied in perfon 
Archelaus^ on his return into Cappadocia ^ as far as Antioch ^ 
where he recommended him to Ti/nr, then prelident of Syria^ 
as the bell friend he had. After the death of Alexander ^ Ar- 
chelaus gave his children a princely ediica^on, and (hewed a 
particular tendernefs and concern for them till the day of his 
death. In the reign of Tiberius^ he was fummoned to appear , 
before the fenate 5 for he had been always hated by Ttbenus^ 

^ Martial, 1 . xi. epigram, 21* 

bccaufe, 
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becaufe, in his retirement at Rhodes^ he had paid him no fort 
of court or diftin£tion ; which proceeded from no pride or 
averfion to Tiberius^ but from the warning given him by his 
friends at Rome, For Caius Cafar^ the prelumptive heir to - 
the empire, then lived, and had been fent to compofe the 
affairs of the call ; whence the friendfliip of Tiberius was 
JEnticedto then reckoned dangerous* But when he came to the empire, 
Rome. remembering how Archelaus had behaved, he enticed him to 
Rome by means of letters from Livta^ who, without dif- 
fembling her fon’s refentment, promifed him his pardon, 
provided he came in perfon to implore it. He obeyed the 
fummons, and haftened to Rome ; where he was received by 
the emperor with great wrath and contempt, and foon after 
accufed as a criminal in the fenatc. I'hc crimes alleged againft 
him were mere fictions j but his concern, in feeing himl'clf 
Where!?' treated like a nialcfadfor, was fo great, that he died foori 
dies, and after of grief ; or, as others fay, laid violent hands on him- 
his kifjg- felf 8. He is faid to have reigned fifty years. Plhiy tells 
dom is rc- us h, that he wrote a book of agriciiltuie U on hi:, death, 
duct'd to a the kingdom of was reduced to a province., and 

Roman troverned by thofe of thi* cijneftrian order (C). 
province, 

C H A P. VI. 

The Hijtory of the Kings of Pergamus. 

E city Pergamus we have already deferfbed in our 
hiflory of Myfta^ to which province it formeily belong- 
ed, and was fubjeft to the fame princes, till it became the 
metropolis of a feparate kingdom K We fhall therefore only 
add here, the hiftory of the Pergamen ’ian kings, who from 
fmall beginnings came by degrees to make a confiderable 
figure among the potentates of A(ia^ and proved very fervice- 
able to the Romans in all their Afiatic wars. 


R Tacit, amial. 1 . i. 
vol. vi. p. 104. 

(C) Other authors tell us, that 
Anhtlaus would have been con- 
demned by the fervile fenate, 
had not one of the evidences 
produced againll him, depofed, 
that he had heard him fay, if 
e*vcr he nvent beck into Cappa- 
docia, Tiberius Jhould feel ^hat 
ner<v(s he had ; which moved 
fuch a laughter in the fenate, the 
old king, by reafon of the gout, 


and other diftempers, not being 
able to Hand by himfelf, that he 
was difmifled ; Tiberius thinking 
tiiat he could not puniih him 
more effedlually, than by fuffer- 
ing him to live. This favour, 
fay they, the old king conlfrued 
in the bell manner ; and, out of 
gratitude^ bequeathed liis king- 
dom to Rome, 

Ths 
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The firft of this family v/e find menriiJiUfl in Iiifiory v/^s Pliilct;?- 
one Phileiysrus^ an eiinnch, by biith a P aphid ^oniariy of aru 
mean defeent, and in his youth a menial fervant to yhilgonuSy Vrar of 
Qne of AUxander^ captains. He afterv/ards ferved Lyfmuichiis^ ^ Ho ji 
king of Thrace and Maccdon^ who appoijKcJ 1 .; n keeper o\^ 
his treafures lodged in Pergamas. While he )iel ! this '-in- 
ploymcnt, Lyjhnachus^ at the inliigation of his wife 
barbaroufly murdered hi.'^ Ton AgatboLh-s^ who had art.Mid*'d 
him in all his wars, and by whole conduft he liad gained m* il 
of his victories. His dcaih v/ris pnhhcly lamented h.y Phlle- 
icerns^ who was chiefl'/ indebted lo him for lii.s prtlerment. 
WIiereiipon/f?y?«5^, highly incenfed agiinil: him, found meniv, 
by degrees, to woik liim out ol his niatkr’s favour ; whicli 
Jjc being apprifed of, fei/ed on tlie (.\dlle of Pergamus, and 
the trealures which he had been intruded witli, to the amount 
of ninety thoufand laleiiLs, which he proffered, wuth his fer- 
vicc, to Seleacits king of Syria, But both Lyfimachm and 
Seleucin dying foon after, he kept the treafures, and, with a 
droiipr body of mcrceirarics, held tlic town till his death 5 
which happened twenty years after he had revolted from Zy- 
CimachuSs He died in the eightieth year of iiis age, and is 
>y fi me dyled prince, by otliers king of Pergamh: \ he was 
at J dt the tuUiiucr of this new kingJ«.in, tiiough perhaps he 
never aiTuined the title of king^^. He left rlie kjii^dcm to 
Envuncs Iiis brother, or, vs foine wiitc, his b/och. I’s fni ; iejnienc.s 
W'ho, laying hold of the diflenllons that reigned among the^- 
Scleucida;^ invaded Afta^ poffelfcd iiimfelf of iii.my tfrong- 
holds in tliat province, and, having hired a drong body of 
Galatuvis^ defeated Autlnihiis us he was rttu.nin.r hvuiie, 
proud with a remarkable: victory wliicli he haJ : iln-*d over his 
brother Seleucus CaliinicusK This viClory t' :c Mm In p^f- 
fefiion of the greater part of /Ifia ; but he di l h^ug epjny 
his ncvvacquifitions ; for he died ilienexi year of imm de: :ra 
di inking, a vice vvliidi he wms greatly aditiclad to, Ln the 
twcnty-fecond year of his fovereignty ; for we do not liiid 
that he ever took upon iiini the title of king, 

Eumenes was fucceeded hy Attains h the fon of /^'/..'/vj^.V.tiilus J, 
brother to hy Antiochis the daughter ui /Lhi-sas, Year of 

For Attains,^ though of a mean defeent, being p!riuiiii!!y ti:e flood 
fupplied with money by his brother PhiUtarus^ vifiled niolt 210,7. 
of the courts of the Ajhtk princes, and was gvery-where had 
in great efteem, being a man of excellent natural piarts. He “+** ^ 

^ Paryan. Attic. p. 7. &9. Struabo, 1. xiii. p.623. Ap?iA:v, 

Syriac, p. 129. ^ Justin. 1 . xxvii. c. z. & 3. 

YPt-. X. 5 proved 
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proved fo ferviccable to Achaus^ who, revolting from An* 
tiochus the Greats affumed the title of king, that he beftowed 
upon him his favourite daughter Antiochis. By her Attalus 
had one fon named alfo Attalus ; who, upon the death ctf 
EumeneSy took pofl'cffion of Pergamus^ and the places which 
Hants thehc had added to his fm^ll principality. In the very beginning 
Gauls, W of his reign he routed the Gauls with great flaughter, and 
takes the forced them to abandon his territories, where tliey had pro- 
title of pofed to fettle. After this viftory he took upon himfclf the 
title of king, and as fuch was acknowlcged by all the neigh- 
bouring princes. Livy tells us, that he was the firft among 
the Afiatic princes who refufed to pay contribution to the 
Gauls^ whom he worfted in a pitched battle While 
Seleucus CeraUnus was employed in other wars, he raifed a 
powerful army j and, entering Afta^ fubdued all the provinces 
on this fide mount Taurus ; but was foon driven out of his 
new acquifitions by Seleucus^ and his grandfather Achaus ; 
who, entering into an alliance againft him, fli ipt him of all 
his dominions, and even befiegcd him in his metropolis. 
Attains^ finding himfclf thus reduced to the laft extremity, 
invited, with great promifes, the Gauls^ who had fettled in 
Thrace^ to his alfiflance ; who, marching with all fpeed to 
Pergamus^ obliged the enemy to raife the fiege, and being 
headed by the king himfclf, recovered in a liiort time all the 
cities and provinces they had feized, 
itis con- Attains^ having thus recovered what the enemy had taken, 
quejh while Achaus was bufy in Paphlagoniay marched into lonia^ 
and the neighbouring provinces, where the cities of Cwm^ 
Smyrna^ and Phoccea^ voluntarily fubmitted ; the Teians^ 
Colophonians^ with the inhabitants of Egea and Lemnos^ fent 
deputies, declaring themfclves ready to acknowlege him for 
their fovercigii 3 the Carfrnes^ on ilie other fide the river 
opened tlieir gates to him, having fiift driven outThemiftocleSy 
wliom Achceus had appointed governor of thofe provinces. 
From thence he advanced to Apia^ and, encamping on the 
banks of the river Adcgijhis^ received homage from all the 
neighbouring nations. Here the Gauls^ being frightened 
with an cclipfc of tlic moon, refufed to purfuc their march ; 
which Jiopt the career of his conquefts, and obliged him to 
return to tlic Helkfpont^ where he gave the Gauls leave to 
fettle, and allov^ted them a large and fruitful territory, aiTure- 
ing them that he would always affift and proteft them tb the 
ut.noft of his power. Having thus inlargcd his dominions, 
he returned to Pergamus, where he received w'ith great pomp 

Liv, 1. xx.wiii. 
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and magnificence the Roman legate Ltsvius^ and entered iXitoEntcrs tn^ 
an alliance with Rome^ which fecured to him all his ac-/9 a///. 

quifltioiis (D). nnce ^witb 

He joined the Romans in both their wars with Philip kingRo^ie* 
of Macedon^ who invaded his dominions, laying whole 
provinces 5. but was not able to reduce one city. In the 
fecond war Attains had the command of the Rhodian fleet, 
with which he not only drove the Macedonians quite out of 
the feas, but even, in conjunftion with his allies the Athenians^ 
invaded Macedonia^ and obliged Philip to march off fioiii 
Athens^ which he had greatly diflrefll-d, in older to defend 
his own kingdom. For which fervices the Athenians heaped 
upon Attains all the favours they could, and even called one 
of their own tribes after his name ; an honour which they 
had never before beftowed upon anv foreigner ». 

He died of an apoplexy, which feized him at Thebes in/Z/j deaths 
Bceotia^ while he was making an harangue to the Bceotian^^ 
and exhorting them with more vehemcrcy than his age and 
ftrength could bear, to enter into an alliance with the Romans 
againlt Philip their common enemy. In the midft of his 
harangue, he fell down fpeechlefs ; but, returning to himfelf, 
defi-ed to be carried by fea from T])ehes to Pergamus^ where 
hg died foon aftci his arrival in the feventy-fecond year of 
his age, and foity- third of his reign. He was a great cn- 
courager of leaiiiino, and wrote himfelf Tome books, which 
are often quoted by Pliny ^ Arttmidorus^ and Strabo. He 
caufed the grammaiian Daphidas to be thrown headlong from 
an high rock for fpcaking difrefpeflfully of Horner His 
generofity towards men of learning knew no bounds : whence 

" Liv.l. xxxi. PoLVB. Icgat. 3. p. 7S6, 787. ° Liv. 

1 . xxxiii. PoLYB. p, 820. Plutarch, in Quinto Flaminio. 
r SuiDAs, Val. Max. 1 . i, c. 8. 

(D) In the reign of Attains^ brought to Rome. Whereupon 
a certain prophecy was found in five cmbalTadors were without 
the fibylline books,by the college delay difpatchcd to Attalus, who 
of the Decemviriy to whofc care received them with all polTible 
thofc books were intrulled, to marksof filcndftiip andkindnefj, 
this pur]jort : Whenfoe^er a fo- ^ and, attending them in perfon to 
reign enemy JhalLinvade Italy, he PtJJinus in Vhrygitty there de- 
JhcAl be driven out and ovtuoincy livered into* their hands a flone 
if ^e image of the great mothir which the irfhabitants worfhiped 
of the gods at Ida, vuhich fill as the great mother of tlie 
from heaven f be fnt for and gods (i) 

(1) Volyb, U xxix* Lint. I, ix, 

C a 


he 



The Hifteiy of Pergamus. E II,' 

he is highly commended by all the writers that flouriihed in 
his time \ as is aVfo his' wife Apollonias^ or, as others callher^ 
Apollonis ; whom, though of a mean extraftion, they propofe 
as .i pattern of all princely virtues. By her he left four fons^^ 
Eiimenes^ Attihlus^ Philetarus^ and Athenaus 
Euincncs He was lucceedcJ by Eumenes his eWeft fon, IJ^ho, upon 
W. his acccfTion to the croWli, renewed the alliance which his 
^ li^ther had made with the Rommis^ and obferved it fo rcli« 
the flood tiiat, Av.tlochui the Great having proflFered him his- 

Bcf*^Chr Aiitiochis in marriage, he declined his affinity, being 

i o8 appnfcd that Aniicchus courted his fricndfliip, with a view to 
ftrongthen himfclf, by his alliance, againft the Romans ; for his 
eldefl: daughter he liad beftowed on Ptolemy king of Egypty 
and offered the fecond to Ariarates king of Cappadocia^ and 
was at that time making great preparations for war both by 
fea and land Eumenes^ who was very jealous of fo power- 
ful a neiglibour, did not fail to acquaint the fenatc with all 
his motions j who thereupon fent P. Viilius^ andP. SulpitiuSy 
under appearance of an embaffy to Antiochusy but really 
to inform thcnifclvcs of the preparations he was making, and 
by often convcrfing with Hannibal^ who was then in great 
eflecm witli AntioAviSy either to abate his hatred towards the 
Romans^ or make Anliochus jealous of Jiirn ; for they apprs- 
heiidcd Hannibal to be at the bottom of thofe vaft prepara- 
tions Tlic embaffadors went firft to Elaa^ and from 
thence to Ptvgamus ; for their inffruefions were to confer 
with Eimcnesy before they went to the court of Antiochus. 
Itifafucs Ennwics did all ihat lay in his power to inflame them againft 
the Ito- Antiochusy afluring them, that he had nothing Icfs in view 
mans a- than tlie empire of all Afta. Soon after the departure of the 
gaiijj} An-einbafladors, who returned very much difiktisfied with 
tioclius. AntiochuSy Eumcncs fent his brother Attains to Rsme^ to 
acquaint the fenate, that AntiochiiSy at the perfuafion 
of the /Etoliansy had pafled over into Greece with an 
army confilling of ten thoufand foot, five hundted horfe, 
and iix elephants ; and that the Mtolia7is were ail to a man 
ready to join him. The I'enatc received Attains with the 
greateft demonflrations of friendlhip and kindnefs ; returned 
tiianks both to him, and the King his brother ; prov^ed liim 
with lodgings at the expence of the public ; and difmifled 
him loaded with prefents ; promifing to fend an army in^o 
Greece^ which fhould defeat tfke king’s meafures, and 


s SufDAs ri the word Attalus. ' Polvb. legat. xxv. 

Li V. 1, xx'xvii. » Liv. 1. xxxiv. XXXV. Justin. 1. xxxi. 

^ 4, Frontiii. llratag, I. i. c, 8 . Appian in Syriac, p. 90, 91. 
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in awe the Mtoliam. Which they did accordingly, fending 
M. Acilim conful into Greece^ who, having vanquiftied An^- 
tiochus at Thermopylae obliged him to fly back into Afia 

In this war EumeneSy aflifted the Romans both 'w\thComminds 
his navy, and all the land-forces he .could rriife, was ap-//vRoma4 
pointed to command the Roman fleet likewife, in concert^^^^. 
with C. iLivius SaUnator, This united navy happening to 
fall in with the fleet of Antioebus^ which was returning 
from Greece into AJia^ under the command of PolyxcnldaSe ^ 
.attacked them, funk ten of their fhips, took thirty, and 
drfperfcd the reft. This viftory was in great meafure owing 
to EumeneSe who boarded feme of the enemies fliips in 
•perfon, and during the whole a61:ion behaved himfelf with 
uncommon bravpry. Some time after Rumencse with a b.^dy 
•of five thoufand men, entered the territories of Antiochus \ 

.and, having laid wafte all the country about returned 

to CanaSe where the Resnan fleet wintered, with an im- 
jnenfe booty '*• While Eumcncs was thus employed in aiding 
the Romans abroad, he was unexpcftcdly called home to the 
defence of his own country. For Antiochu^e invading his ter- Antiochni 
xitorics, laid wafte the whole country about and 

fent his foil Scleucus to lay fiege to the royal city Pergamu^» tern form, 
/fitaluse the king’s brother, held out with an handful of men, lays 
tiW Ac haans^ the allies of Eumcncs, fen t a thou find foot/j-;?^'’ 

and an hundred horfc to his afliftancc. TJicfe were all chofcn^' 0 ''' 2 /^l^cr- 
troops, who had ferved under Philopccmen, and were com- 
manded hyDiopBanes, a man of great experience in war. Dio ^ . 
phancs, obferving from the walls of the town the carcleflnefs of 
the enemy, obtained leave of Attains to march out of the city, 
and encamp at a fmall diftance from them. Both Altalus and 
the citizens of Perga mus looked upon him as a mad -man, who 
durft ^nture out while the city was beficged by an army ten 
times their number. The enemy likewife were not a little 
furprifed at firftj but, finding he kept himfelf quiet in his 
.camp, they returned to their former negligence and dif- 
order, not imagining that with fuch an handful of men he 
would make any attempt upon their camp. Whicli Dior 
phanes obferving, fallfes out uncxpeiledly at tlie head of an 
hundred horfe ; and, having put in difordcr their advanced 
guards, attacked Seleucus in* his camp and, the Acha^n foot 
coming up in the mean time, drove tbe^ whole army from 
.^i^eir po(b, and purfued them with great il.iughter as far as 
he could fafely venture, without lofing a maji.> 

* Liv, 1. xxxvi. Plutarch, in Cato. Major. Apptat:. in 
fiyriacis. Frjpntim, ftr^tag. 1. ii. “ iiiv. 1. xxxvii. ^ 
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ne Syri- The next iaySeleucus encamped ata greater diftance from 
^nsiie/ecit-thc town, and, drawing out his men, ofFered the enemy battle ; 
and but Diophanes kept quiet in his camp ; till Seleucus^ dcfpair- 
^the fitge i/.g tobiing him to an engagemttit, began to march his forcca 
.raiftd. to iljt: camp; when, falling upon their rear with his 

horfe, he puiTued them to their trenches with greater flaugh- 
ter than he iiad done the day before. The boldnefs of the 
Aebaans flruck fuch terror into the enemy, that Sekuctis 
thought fir fo abaiufon the ficgc, and retire. Attalus and 
the Pergamenums beheld from the walls of the town, and 
admired the gallant behaviour of the Achesans^ but had not 
the courage to venture out; which if they had done, the 
army of Scieuais niighi have been that day cafily cut in pieces. 
This cow’ardlv behaviour rcflciSed no fmall diihonour on 
AiUilus^ though he had on all other occafions behaved with 
uncommoa gallantry In the mean time Eutnenes himfclf 
arriving at Pergamus^ and the Rhodian and Roman fleets 
joining that king’s, Antiochus^ and his fon Seleucus^ retired 
with great precipitation out of his territories ; and, hearing 
that tlic conful Z. Scipio was ready to pafs over into Afia 
with alJ Ijis forces, difpatclied embaiTadors to Z. MmiliuSy 
wdu) commanded the Reman army, to fue for a peace. 
JEmilhis f^nt for Kumutes to advife with him in this con- 
junflurc ; as Jic Jikevvife did with Evd<i 7 nus Pamphihdas^ 
commanders of the Rhcdian fleet. ’J'hc Rhodians were not 
againft a peace 5 but Eufnencs^ who would hearken to no 
terms, perfuaded ALmilius to difmils the embafiadors with this 
anfwer ^ tliat no peace could be concluded before the arrival 
of the conLl ; for Z. Scipio was then in full march to join 
them. Antiochus^ feeing there were no hopes of obtaining a 
peace upon honourable conditions, either of JEmilius^ or 
afterw^ards of Scipio^ refolved to venture a general engage- 
ment • in wdiich he w'as intirely defeated, in great meafure 
The gal- by ihe gallant behaviour of Eimeyies ; who not only bore, 
lant 2/A^-withoi!t giving ground, the firft onfet of the elephants, and 
•uiour of armed chariots, but drove them back upon their own men ; 
Eumencs which, putting the ranks in diTorder, gave the Roman horfe 
at the hat-2Xi opportunity of attacking them, and throwing the whole 
army into the utmoft confunon. After this battle, which 
agnena. fought at the foot of mount Sipylus^ not far from Mag^ 
nefia^ Antiochus was glad to accept a peace upon any terms. 
One of the conditions was, that he fhould pay four hundred 
talents to Eumencs^ and a certain quantity of corn, to make 
amends for the Ioffes he had fuftained during the war. 

* Liv. 1. xxxvii. PotYB. legat. xx.p. 810, Appian. p. 102, 
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The peace being concluded, Eumenes took a journey to Eumenes 
Rome^ where he reprefented to the fenate, with a great deal^^w to 
of moderation, what he had done in the fervice of the re- Home, 
public ; and told them, that he was come to beg of them, 
that the Greek cities, which at the beginning of the war w’erc 
fubjefl: to Jntiochus^ might be added to his dominions, fince 
in him they might promife themfelves a faithful friend and 
ally, and look upon his new acquifitions as their own. His 
demand was warmly oppofed by the Rhodian embafladors, 
and thofe of all the Greek cities in Afia. But both parties 
being heard, the fenate, after a long debate, decreed, that all 
the countries on this fide mount Taurus ^ which belonged to//^^ 
jintiochus^ fliould be given to Eumenes^ together with i^ttnjareled hy 
other provinces lying between the mountain and the river Ro- 
Maander^ except Lycia and Caria^ which were beftowedmans. 
on the Rhodians, Moreover all the cities, which had been 
tributary to Attalus,^ were ordered to pay the fame tribute 
to Eumenes ; but fuch as had been tributary to Antiochus 
were declared free y. 

Eumenes y having thus, by fiding with the Romans y inlarged 
his dominions, was foon after engaoed in a new war with ///j 
Pruftas king ol Bithynuiy who, confiding altogether in Han '^ith Pru- 
wli- in lie entertained at his court, invaded his ter- 
Titories. But EnmaicSy being aflifted by the RomanSy gave Bithynia. 
him two great ovcithrov/s, one by fca, and the other by 
land ; which fo difiieartciu d him, that he was ready to accept 
of a peace upon any terms w^hatfoever. However, before 
the conditions were agiced upon, Hamiihai found means to 
draw Philip king of AJaeedon into an alliance againll Eime^ 
nesy and the Ro?nivis, Phillpy who was highly incenfed 
againfl: tlie Ro?min^y who had obliged him to evacuate the 
cities of Mnus and Maroyica in ThracCy and no lefs exaf- 
perated againft Eumenes y on whom they had bellowed them, 
fent PhiIncleSy an old and experienced olliccr, with a con- 
fidciable body, to join Pruftas, Hereupon Eumenes fent his 
brother Athenaus to RomCy with a golden crown valued at 
fifteen thoufand talents, to complain of Phtlip for aiding 
Pruftasy and of Prufias for making war upon the allies of 
the people of Romcy without any manner of provocation. 

The fenate accepted of the prefent, and premil’ed to fend 
embafladors forthwith to fettle matters to the fatisfadlion of 
Eumenes y whom they looked upon as themioft ftcady friend 
the republic had in Jfta. 

> PoLYB. legat. XXV. & xxxvi. Diodor. Sicul. legat. x. 

Liv, 1 . xxxvii. U xxxviii, Appian. in Syriac, p. 1 16. 
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But in the mean time Prufuis^ having ventured a fea- ' 
fight, obtained, by a contrivance of Hannibal a complete 
Is elfeat.d^^^ory over Eamenes, For Hannibal advifed him to fill a 
at fea /;v great many earthen veficls with various kilSts of ferpents, 
jE contri- and other poifonous reptiles, and in the heat of the fight to*' 
^anc:^ of throw them into the enemies (hips, fo as to break the vefiels. 
Haiimbal. atitl let the feipcnts loofe. jMl the foldiersand fea-mcn were 
injoined to attack the fliip, in which Eumenes himfclf was^ 
and only defend rhcmfclves againft the others as well as they 
could ; and, that they might not miftakc the fliip, an herald 
was feiit hcfoi'c the engagement, with a letter to the king. 

, As foon as th*e two fleets drew near, all the enemies fiiips, 

fingling out the king’s, difeharged fuch a ouantity of ferpents 
againff it, that neither their failors nor r.)ldiers could perform 
their duty, but were fc^Tced to fly ic) the fnore,left they fnoulJ 
fall into the enemy’s hands- ^Fhe other fliips, after a faint 
icfiihmcc, fullo ved the king's example, and were all ilriveii 
a'liore wdth great ilmyhter, the fi-Idiers being no lefe an- 
noyed hy the Iha'r, tlK fc:?*. nrs ih.in the arrows of tlie 
cne/nies. [rm of £a7 ;. ihip., were fit on fire, fc- 

veral taken, and the others fo fhallered, tint they coi’ld be 
of nt» further firvice. F:::nrj:e^ cue imped on the ftorc, 
where be had coinpaniei, of loot ; but t!ic eii' iny 

did not tliink fit to abandon their ffiips Thus Pyajlas 
gained a coinplefe v ifdory hy fea, and the fame year two re- 
markable vi£lorics by land, which were inti rely owing to 
HannibaU v/l)o, by one firatagem or other, ever put £«- 
tncnsii to flight (^£). 

When 

* Justin. £ x/ixii. c. 4. Prob. in Hannlbale. 


(E) Having once advifed Ft^u- 
fas to engage, and the king re- 
lying, tiiat Jie diiidl not venture, 
iCauie the entrails of tlie fatri- 
fiCes p.'j’tcnded uo good fuccefs; 
What ! fuid HuhniLid, do you rely 
more 071 the entrails of an un- 
diftwguijh^ny bcafi^ than on the 
jud^mint of an experienced com- 
mander ? and, commanding the 
•fignal to be giv6n,^piit Eumenes 
to flight at the firft' onfet (2). 
The crown continued in his fa- 
mily to the third generation, of 


which Suidas relates an'anfwer 
given him by the oracle of Del- 
phi^ in thefe W'ords : Go on^ 
Taiirocerus ; you Jhall n,vear a 
cro^'tr, and your foti^ s fins ; hut to 
710 other Jhall it pafs. He was 
called FauroceruSy from a pair of 
bull’s horns, which were put, 
we know not by whom, on the 
head of his ftatue. He was alfo 
called the fan of a bully by an- 
other oracle, wherein it w'as fore- 
told, that he Ihould one day 
make a great flaughter of thd 


(a) Cie. dc diiinau I, iii FUi(< dc euilio, Valer, Max* /. iii. f. 7» 
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' Whem news of the defeat of Eumenes was btotrght to 
Rome^ the fenate immediately difpatched embaiTadors to con* 
dude a peace between the two kings, and to demand Haif 
ntbaU who hadiPhred up Prttftas to this war ^ (h). By the 
mediation of the Roman embafladors, a peace between thc-d^/^^^^ 
two kings was agreed on ; and Prufias even contented) that^®”^^*#^ 
Hannibal fhould be delivered up to the Romans. I'nat great ^|^'**'^** 
general kept himfelf clofe in acaftle which had been 
him by Prufias. He had made feven doors in the cattle, 
whereof* ibine w^cre private, and known to n^e but 
fcif ; for he entertained fome difEdence of and Romans, 

therefore Jiad contiivcd thofe private outlets, that he might 
be able to withdraw, in cafrt the king’s foldiers flioiild come 
to appreliciid In'm. ]hit this contnvance ttood him in no 
ftc.iJ ; lor the foldiers font hy Prufas furrounded the cattle 
on all titles ; which llaiviihai obferving, had recourfc to a 
,pre!’cnL poifon, wdiich he ever carried about with him ; and 
thcieby prevented the ill-treatment he w^as likely to meet 
w i 1 1 1 I rom i he Roniuns ( ( / ) . 

A J'EACK being thus c^^ncluded between Eumenes and Eumenes 
Pnff:s^ a new war uiu xpeclcdly broke out between Eumenes^ engaged in 
* iul Ir'ur, alius king oi Cappadocia^ on one fide ; and Phar-^^^^^ar 
nuc' king oi Pontus^ and the jlfatic Gauls ^ on thcother.'w/V^Ph^- 
pjafuaces^ ki) ing cl«im to fome territories pofl'cfl'ed by 
menrs^ inv.iued ins dominions, and feized on the city 
Sinope j wdiich, by the articles of a former treaty, was to^^" 


» PoLYB. legat. xlvii. Liv. 1 . xxxvi. 


Gauls. The anfwcr of the oracle 
IS related by Paafnias in the fol- 
lowing word.1 {3) : Jupiter 
quickly fend them a dtliujtrtr, the 
Jin of a bull^ educated hy Jupiter, 
nvho Jhall bring a difmcl d ly on 
the Gauls. 

(F) Polybius (4) tells us, that 
7 *. Flamimus was, on lias 
occafion,fcnt botii to Prufas, .anJ 
to Selcuczts king of Syria, But 
Li<vy (5) aiTurci u®, that L. Siipio 
J^faticus, and P. Scipio Najic,i, 
w ere joined with him in the fyjnc 
comndnion. 

(G) He died in the feventicth 
year of Jji$ age. Of his deadi 

(3) Ptf tiffin, in Phericis^ p. 334,. 

/. \xxvi. xGaLr. A\ij\ (6) PI- 


the following oracle is faid to 
have been uttered many years 
before: AtCujjoo 
Ao’.iCif (PifJLAr the land of Li- 
bya, or Libyffa, Jhall ewer the 
hodyof\^JXtiveh2^, Libya, or 
Illy fa, f underftood Li^ 

hj\^ in Ajric \ whereas the place 
meant by this oracle was a little 
village in Bithynia, near the fea- 
fide, called by the fame name s 
whereof Pliry (6) fpeaks thus : 
* Inhere nvas fortnerly in thoje parts 
a little tj^'u called LibyiTa ; 
^ijchere there h no^ nothing nvorth 
fu ivg except Hannibal V tomb. 

(4) PeV, hgat. xlvii. (5) tiv^ 
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remain free. Hereupon Eumenes^ and Ariaratbes his ally^ 
took the field, and, in a very fliort time, obliged Pharnaces 
to fue for a peace ; which was granted on terms very difad- 
vantageous to the king of PentuSj as we we related in the 
foregoing volume. 

Eamenes Eumene^^ being thus delivered from any apprehenfion of 
enters into war with his neighbours, entered into an alliance with An- 
iiochm^ (on oi Antiochus the Greats king of Syria ^ whom 
hus”' murder of his brother Seleiicus^ with- 

locius his paternal kingdom. Some writers fay, that he 

liaf^ ^ began now to grow jealous of the too great power of the 
Romans^ and to ftrengthen himfclf with other alliances, fear- 
ing left they fliould at laft prove as troublefonie neighbours, 
as Antiochn the Gteat had been, to the kings of Pergamus 
But, be that as it will, Einnem^^ with the afTiftance of his 
brother Attains ^ drove out the ufurper, and placed Antiochus 
on the throne of his anccllors. About the fame time Eu^ 
menes^ falling out w'ith the Rl^odians^ his antient allies, not 
only ftirred up the Lycians to a revolt, but moreover made 
frequent inioadb into their territories on the continent. Em- 
balladois were therefore difpatched to Rome^ to complain of 
the violent proceedings of Eumcnes, But, as the king himfelf , 
happened to go to Rome at the fame time upon another er- 
rand, the Rhodian embafladors could not obtain any facif- 
faiSlion for the damages they had fuftered. Eimenes had un- 
Goes to dertaken this journey, to acquaint the fenatc with the vaft 
Itometa preparations which Perjes king of Afacedon, to whom 
acquaint fjienes bore an implacable hatred, was makiiiG; both by fua and 
ih/tnate j^j^g 

was received at Rome with the highclt ho- 
nours, and entertained in a manner fuitahlc to his dignity. 
P^es ^ admitted into the fenate, he made a long and elegant 

harangue; wherein he told them, that, befides the dcfirehc 
had of feeing the gods and men, to whom he owed his king- 
dom, and his picfent happy fituation, he had been induced to 
expofc his pcifon to fo dangerous a journey, by the mighty 
prepai ilions which Perfes was carrying on with a defign to 
drive me Romans out of A/ta : he inlarged upon this topic, 
and exhorted the fenators, with great vehemency, to prevent 
the impending danger, by falling upon the common enemy, 
before he was in a condition to hurt them, or their allies : 
he offered himfjf ready to afliff- them with men and money 
to the utmolt of his power ; and ended his fpeech with a 
modeft rehcarfal of liis own fcrviccs in behalf of the re- 
public *=. What he faid on this occafion, and the fenate’s 

^ Appian. in Syriac, p. ii6, 117. ^ Liv. 1 . xlii. Appian. 

Icgat, X.XV. a Ful. Ur&iiio edit. 
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anfwer, were kept fo fccret, that no one knew the true mo** 
tive of his journey to Rme^ till the war was ended, and 
Perfes taken pri&ner (Hj 

AYTY.K Eummesy the embafladors of Rtfodians wcref/^^ Rho- 
heard ; who inveighed againtt EumeneSj for encou urging anddians com^ 
abetting the Lycian rebels ; and told the fenate, that Eu~ plain rf 
menes^ under the fliadow of their power, was become as^u^^cncs. 
troublefomc to ^fta zs Antiochus But as the 

dians were grown fomewhat out of favour with the Romans^ 
for having conveyed Laodice^ the daughter of Scleucusy to 
her husband Perfes^ their fpeech, though applauded by the 
AJiatieSy rather enhanced the cfteein and kindnefs of the 
fenate to EtmeneSy on w^hom they heaped all the honours 
they could, prefented him with a ftately chariot, and ivory 
ftaff, and lent him home loaded with rich prefents On Narrowly 
his return, as he was going from Cirrha to perform a (zcvifLCCefcapes he^ 
at Delphiy two afl'aflins, fent by Perfesy rolled down two ing killed 
great ftonesupon him as he entered the ftreights of the moun-^^rw^ af- 
tains. With one he was dangcroufly wounded on the head, 
with the other in the fhoulder. As he fell with the blows^ 
from a fteep place, and thereby received many other bruifes, 

^ l.ofe ’ vho attended him carried him on board of his fhip, not 
tvcjl knowing whether he was dead or alive. From Cirrha^ 
finding he Vv'as Hill alive, they conveyed him toCorinthy and 
from Corinth to /Eginuy having caufed their vcflcis to 
carried over the iflhmus. There he was cured of his wounds, 
with fuch fecrecy, that, none being admitted to fee him, the 
report of his death was fpread all over Aftay and even ^^•fpread all 
lieved at Rome ^ Afia. 

His brother AttaluSy being over-hafty in giving credit to 
the public fame, not only alFumed the royal enfigns, but 
alfo married his brother’s wife Stratonicey daughter to Ari^ 
arathes king of Cappadocia. But, not long after, hearing 

^ Liv. ubi fupra. Valer. Maxim. 1. ii. c. 2 . ® Liv. ubi 

fupra. Diodor. SicuL. ix. legat. xvi. Liv.l. xlii. Appian. 
legat. XXV. 

(H) Valerius Antias writes, reception at Rome. Among 
that Attalusy brother to Eumemsy withers, they tell us, that Cato 
and not the king hiinfelf, came could not be induced to vifit him, 
to Romty to give notice to thefe- or fliew him jfeytkind of civility ; 
nate of the preparations which and that, being asked the reafon 
Perfes was making. But all other of his peculiar conduct on that 
writers agree, that Eumcncs came occafion, he anfwered, A king is 
in perfon ; and mention many by nature a carni*iiorous anipud. 
particulars of his journey, and 
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Aat his brother was alive, and on his journey to Pergwm\ 
laying down the diadem, he went to meet him, bearing an 
halbert, as one of his guards. The king wbraced both him 
and the queen with great tendernefs ; b$ is faid to have 
whifpcred in his brother’s car, DovCt be again in hajle U 
marry my wtfe^ till you are fure that lam dead. Nor did he, * 
during his whole life, ever do or fty any thing elfe that 
could reflcii: on his brother’s or wife’s raOi and imprudent be- 
haviour, but (hewed them the fame love and tendernefs as 
he had ever done g. The news of his recovery caufed an uni- 
verfal joy at Rome ; whence embafladors were fent to conj* 
gratulate him on his fafe arrival into his own kingdom, with<- 
out any other commiflion or inftrncaions. But Eumenes^ layr 
ing hold of that occafion, did all that lay in his power to in- 
flame them againft Perfes ; and, this treacherous attempt 
incrcafing his antient hatred and avcrfion to the Macedonians^ 
began himfelf to make vaft preparations, in order to join the 
Romans^ and their allies, againft the king of Maceden, His 
example was followed by Ariarathes king of Cappadocia ; and 
the Romans ^Ytysf into the fame alliance Ptolemy king of Egypt^ 
and Mafmi^a king of Numidia. Perfes in the mean time 
fent embaffadors to Rome^ to clear himfelf of the crimes laid c 
to his charge by Eumenes : they made an artful fpeech to the 
fenate; but, as they gave no fatisfaeftion with relation to the 
treacherous attempt of their mafter upon the life of Eumenes^ 
a war was declared againft Perfes^ and the embafladors or- 
dered to depart Rome the fame day, and, within thirty days, 
all Italy 

Eumenes j upon advice that the Romans had at laft declared 
war againft Perfes^ failed with his two brothers. Attains and 
Athenaus^ to Chalets in Beeotia^ leaving his youngeft brother 
Philetarus at Pergamus^ to defend his own dominions. Front 
Chalcis he marched into Thejpily^ where he joined theconful 
Licinius with four thoufand foot, and a thoufand horfe^ 
Athenseus was left at Chalcis with two thoufand foot to affil); 


Marius Lucretius^ who commanded a body of ten thoufand 
men at the fiege of Haliartus ^ The town was taken and 
levelled with the ground, and great part of Bceotia reduced. 
The like fuccefs did not at' znd Licinius^ Eumenes^ and At^ 
taltts^ in Thejfaly^ where (hey had two encounters with 
Perfes : in the firft, both parties claimed the viftory 5 but, 
in the feconB,*the Romansy with their allic^, were put to 
flight s and Cafjjgnatusy commander of the Gauls, with many 

« Eiv. ubifupra. '' Diodor. Sicul. in excerpt. '\{^illef. p. 306. 
Pitvr ARCH, in apophthegm. ** Polyb. legat. Diooor. 

4 icul. legat.xvii. Liv. 1. xlii. * Liv. 1 . xIh. 



C. VI. Th Hijhry tf'PttputmA. 

Other officers, killed on the fpot After this defeat tjie 
conful retired to Lariffa^ and from thence fent Eumenes and 
Attalus home ; Ae reit of htt army he kept, during the win- 
ter, in Thejjfafy^ in order to be ready to take the field early 
in the fpring. In the mean time the Achaans^ torefeeingA^^C/^ 
that, with the kingdom ot Maced^n^ the liberties of 
snuft inevitably fall, and, in that view, beaiing a grudge to 
Eumenes j who had incenfcd the Romans againft Perfes^ abro- 
gated, by a public decree, all the honours they had conferred 
upon him : which Attains^ who then wintered at Elatia^ 
llo fooner heard, but he fent embafiadors to expoftulate 
thereupon with the common council of the nation. After 
the emball'adois were heard, at the perluafion of Polybius tlie 
hiftorian, a decree was made, whcicby Eumenes vstls rein- 
Hated in all his antient honours, and embafiadors difpatched 
to Attalus with a copy of the faid decree. In that council 
it was like wife decreed, that auxiliaries Ihould be fent to tho 
Romans ; and Polybius was appointed to command them ^ 

Thus Attalus prevailed upon the Achaam^ not only toreftore 
his brother to the honours they had confened upon him, but 
alfo to join him and the Romans againft the king of Macedon^ 
whoni they had favoured to that time. 

F ARLY in the fpring, Eumenes^ failing with twenty (hips 
from joined, on the coaftof the Ci^andrenfes^ Marcius 
Ftgulus the Roman admiral, and invefted, both by fea and 
land, the city of Cajfandrca \ but was not able to reduce it* 

He likewife made unfucccfiful attempts on the two ftrong- 
holds, ^Toron and Demetrius^ being obliged, with confider- 
able lofs, to retire from before them. As Eumenes^ about Eumenes 
this time, grew cold in his affcftion towards the Romans ^gfo^s cold 
fome writers tell us, that he did not exert himfelf on this^’»^"^' 
occafion as he might. What alienated his mind from his 
tient allies, is uncertain; but it is agreed on all hands, 
from Demetrias he returned home, and could not, though 
earneftly intreated by the conful Marciu^^ be prevailed upon 
to leavo behind him fome troops of GauUJh horfe, whi«h 
would'have proved very ferviceable to the Romam (ij. 

Perfee 

^ Liv. uhi fupia. * Liv.l.xliv. Polyb. legafllxxviii. 

• • 

^ (I) Some fay, that a recon- with Eumenes^ had liad privsap 
dilation between him and Perfei conferences at Amphtfolts with 
waa privately negotiated by one one CBMuaras, likewiuAiff Cre/r, 

Qfdat and Antimachus and greatly attached to Perfesi 

TOveiHOr Demettias. For and at DeSnetnas iijid conferresd 
6^, who was greatly in fiiToar roAi Menecrafes^ one of Per/ls\ 

* ^ , • CQnunanderSf 
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Perjes no fooner heard, that Eumenes had left the Romans^ 
but he Tent CryphonUs, as Polybius calls him, or Eropontes^- 
as he is named in the printed copies of Livy^ to propofe con- 
ditions of agreement between him and Eumenes, Cryphontes 
^iban ^^prcfented to Eumenes^ that there could be no fincere friend- 
emba/Tador^^^ between a king and a republic ; that the Romans hated 
fent tohim'^ kings alike, though they (hewed the e(Fe<Sts of their hatred 
iy Perfes. to one only at a time, employing the forces and wealth of 
one king againft another, with a defign to compafs the utter 
deftnnSiion of them all ; that they had reduced Philip with 
the ailiftance of Attains^ Antiochus with the help of Philip and 
Eumenes^ and now defigned to deftroy Perfes with the forces 
of Eumenes and Pruftas ; but, when he was deftroy cd, they, 
would certainly fall upon Eumenes^ whofc territories lay next 
to theirs ; that they already pretended to be diilatisficd with 
him, in order to have a plaulible pretence of treating him as 
they had treated other kings. Eumenes anfwered, that he 
apprehended no greater danger from the Romans^ than from 
Perfes, if he fhould happen to get the better of them ; but 
however, that he would (land neuter, provided Perfes paid 
him a thoufand talents ; and, for fifteen hundred talents 
more, would perfuade the Romans to hearken to conditions 
of an honourable peace. Perfes promifed the fuin required 5 
but would not pay it before- hand, though Eumenes offered to 
give hoftages for the performance of what he promifed, 
Perfes, finding that he could not prevail upqn Eumenes but 
with ready money, offered to depofit the fum agreed on in a 
temple of Samothrace, whence it (hould be conveyed to him 
as foon as the peace was concluded. But, as the illand of 
Samothrace was fubjeft to Perfes, Eumenes thought himfelf 
no furcr of the money, while it was there, than if it had 
been kept in the Icing’s treafures at Pella, Befides, he 
thought that his good offices deferved fome acknowlegement, 
whether they were attended with fuccefs or no ; and there- 
fore infifted upon this, that part of the fum Ihould be paid 
before lie made any Itep in the affair. To this Perfes^^ who 
miftrufted Eumenes, could not be brought ; and thus the 
conferences were broken off, but the fubjeift of them kept 

commanders, and with Antima- and not fuffered to encamp within 
ehus, under the very walls of the the fame trenches 5 which he 
city (7). Others lay, that, hav- highly refenting,;,took his leave 
ing joined Marcius^ as he had of the conful, and, with his 
done the other confuls^he was forces, returned hoiQc to Per^ 
very coldly entertained by hkn, gamus (S). i ' 

(7) tiv, ]. xli?. (S) yitllei, PMerctil, biftor, 1 , i,^. 9, 

fecr^jt, ^ 
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fecret, Eumenes having fent an exprefs to the ItamH conful, 
acquainting him, that their negotiations were concerning the 
redemption of cjiptives". 

However, as the truth of the matter was Toon after known 7'^^ Ro- 
by the Romans, they began to entertain no fmall jcaloufy of mans 
Eumenes, and heaped all their favours on his brother Attains, grow jea- 
who had ftaid with the conful, and given Uiidoubted proofs^<!'«^ of 
of his fidelity during the whole time ol the Macedonian war.^'®- 
After the overthrow of Perfes, and utter deftru6lion of the 
kingdom of Macedon, Eumenes fent his brother Attalus to 
congratulate the fenate on the happy iffue of that war, and 
at the fame time to crave their affifiance againft ihoi Aftatic 
^auls, who began to be very troublefome neighbours. At- 
talus was received at Rome, and entertained in a princely 
manner. Several of the fenators, who went to vifit hixmht-fkefenata 
fore he had his audience, encouraged him to lay down iht encourageM 
character of an embaflador from his brother, and treat for 
himfelf ; afluring him, that, as the minds of the Romans were Attalus /# 
alienated from Eumenes, his brother’s kingdom would be gw^n^mandthe 
to him, if he requefted it of the fenate. Thcfe promifes 
firft awakened his ambition ; for he approved, or feemed 
approve, of the motion, and even promifed to beg of the*'^^‘ 
ite his brother’s kingdom. But his honefi; nature was 
foon reclaimed by the wholfome admonitions of Stratius 
the phyfician, a man of great trufi: and authority with Eu- 
menes, who had been fent with him to Rome, as a mo- 
nitor, in cafe the Romans ftiould tempt his fidelity. Stratius 
reprefented to him, that at prefent he reigned no lefs than 
his brother \ and, in a Ihort time, confidering his brother’s 
old age and infirmities, would have the kingdom intirely to 
himfelf, without being guilty of rebellion ; that the king- 
dom could fcarcely be defended againfi; the power of the 
Gauls by their mutual agreement, much lefs could they hold 
out againft fo warlike a nation, if their ftrength were im- 
paired and divided by civil dilTenfions. 

These coofiderations had fo good an^cfFeft upon Attains^ 
that,Nvhen he was admitted into the fenate, he firft congra- 
tulated them on their vidory over Perfes ; then modeftly re- 
hearfed his own fervices durjng the Macedonian war ; and 
laftly, acquainted them with the motive of hisjouf^ey, in- 
treating them to fend embafladors to th£ Gauls, who, by 
their authod^ might oblige them to lay down their arms, 
and for^ar all hoftilities againft his brother Eumenes^ he rer 
qucfted%ie fenate, that the cities 8f ^nus and Maronea 

i 

* " Mac^onic. in exceipt. Vales, p. 502. 

might 
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The gene- might be beftowed on himfelf. As he omitted to file for his 
tfmshtha- brothers kingdom, they fuppofed that he defi^ncd to aflc 
another day of audience for that affair alone. Wherefore 
^ ***• they not only granted him all his requefts,but fent him more 
rich and magnificent prefents than they had ever done to any 
before. Neverthelefs Attains took no notice of their mean- 
ing, but left Rome^ contented with what they had granted him 
already. His unexpeded departure provoked the fenate to 
fuch a degree, that, while he was yet in Italy ^ they declared 
the cities of Mnus and Maronea free ; thereby nuking their 
promife incffeftual, which otherwife tliey could not without 
ibame revoke. And, a» for the Gaulsy who were ready to 
fall upon the kingdom of Pergamus^ they difpatched embaP*" 
fadors to them, with iuch inftrudlions, as rather encouraged 
than prevented their defign » 

Bumenes * Eumenes^ being informed by his brother of what had paffed 
refolvesto at Ramiy thought it well worth his while to go in perfoii and 
4f«/«Romcjuftify his proceedings before the fenate. But, his defign 
tf jnftify being underftood at Rome^ a law was there enabled, that no 
king ihould be permitted to come to Rome \ for they did not 
think it expedient to treat him as an enemy ; and to entertain 
him as a fiiend, was more than their difpleafure for his in- 
gratitude, as they ftiled it, would permit. Upen the ftrft 
notice of his landing at Brundujiumy the fenate difpatched 
vtnted by tjjg quaeftor to him with a copy of the edift, injoining him 
t e fenate, to acquaint the king, that, if he had any thing to lay before 
the fenate, he was commifiioned to hear and propofe it } 
but, if he had no affairs to tranfafl: with the fenators, to com- 
mand him, without delay, to depart Italy, Eumenes^ under- 
ftanding from the quaeftor the pleafure of the fenate, told 
him, that he had no bufinefsof confequence to tranfad, and 
did not ftand in any need of their affiilancc \ and, without 
adding one word more, retired on board his (hip, and failed 
back to Pergamus. This treatment not only abated the 
rage of the L'ng's friends, but animated the Gauls to inVf^e 
his territories, feeiig he could not exp^£l anyc'hclp from the 
Romans ®. But Eumenesy raifing a powerful army, nof'only 
drove the Gauls out of *his own dominions, but invaded at 
the fan^time Galatia and Bitlfyniay laying wade thofe coun- 
tries, pnlhdering the cities, and pofieifing himfelf of many 
ttrong-holds. Whfereupon Pruftas king ot Bith^a fent cm-« 
balTadors to Romiy to complain of thefe violcMlproceedings,^ 
fuid acquaint the that Eumenes had enterec^ into aa 

^ PoLYB. Icgat xc]ii. I,|T. 1. xlr^ • patYU. legajt.'a^cvu^ 

I. advi, 
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king of Syria ^ and countenanced all 
tnbi^ who 0»ewed any averfion to the Remans K With the 
^stiheJTeSoA of came alfo thofe of the Gauls^ of the 

Sflgen/iSi and* nlany other cities of Jfia^ to accufe Eumems^ 
a$ if he kept a fecret correfpondence with which was 

alfo confirmed by foine letters which the Romans themfelves^ 
bad intercepted* 

Eufpims fearing, left the Jenate Ihould declare him 
enemy, and join the ^auls and PrUfias^ charged his two tnjuo ho^ 
brothers, 4ttalus and Atherususy to clear him at Romo of the then to 
crimes ^objeifted to hhn by his enemies* They were both//W hts 
received with all poftible marks of honour, but coul^j 
diifipate the jealou/ies which the fenate had conceived againft^®®®- 
Eumvus* For, not long after their departure, C. Sulpitius 
Gallus^ and Manus Sergius^ wete fent into AJia in quality 
of legates, and injoined to make a ftrt£t inquiry into the 
counfels apd.defigns of Antiochus and Eumenes, Sulpitius hgater 
GaSus^ upon his entering AJhy caufed a proclamation to hefmt from 
made in alhtiie cities of that province, whereby all thofe,Roxne so 
who had any complaints againft Eumenesy were ordered tqinqutreinta 
repair to SardiSy where they fliould have juftice done them.^^^ defigne 
The legate himfelf arriving by the time appointed at SardtSy^f 
caufed a tribunal to be erefted in a public place, on which^^®®‘ 
for ten days together, he received all the accufations and 
complaints againft Eumenes that were laid before him, as if 
he had been fent on purpofe to pick a quarrel with the king* 

Eumenesy who was well jpprifed of his delign, but unwillmg 
to engage in a war againft lo powerful an enemy, efpeciilly 
in his old age, again fent his brother Attahts to Rornty hoping 
that by his mediation he might be fuffered to end his days in 
peace. Attalus did all that lay in his power to appeafe the 
wrath of the fenators, and bring his brother again into favour* 

But all was to no purpofe ; they cOuld by no means be pre* 
vailed upon to forget his behaviour during the Mactdmic war> 
and feemed obftinately bent upon his deitruftion. But theirEumenea 
defigns were prevented by the death of the king, which bap-nr/fi^ 
pened (bon after the return of Attahsy to whom he be>» 


queathed both his wife and his kingdom. He died in thp 
thirty<^ninth vear of his reign, leaving one ton behipd him^ 
whom he hao by Stratomcoy &e fifter of Ariarathdo^js^^^oS 
Cappadosia^ But, , he bein^ax)^^ infant ae the 
fatber’a dea||||ttwas*in^Bal[ile;qf^goycrnihg 

to pm^his brother 

^Pouari. Iegat.•giv.^<^X4vl.ubi ^ " 
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the prefent pofleffion of the crown, refeivuig the next fiic-* 
ceffion to his fon ^ (K). 

Attalus. Jttalus was fcarce feated on the throne, when Prujtas^ 
Year of king of Bithyniay fur named the Hunter^ invaded, upon what 
the flood provocation we know not, his dominions, and committing 
2189. every- where moil dreadful ravages, advanced to the very 
Bcf. oi Pergamusy ovtxxSaxtvr Jttalus in a pitched battle, 

* 59 * and made bimfelf mailer of the capital of his kingdom. 
He cxpcAed to have found Attalus in the city, but that 
prince having faved himfeif by a timely retreat, Prufias 
vented his rage upon the unhappy citizens, putting a great 
great number of them to the fword, and fetting 6re to their 
y?m]^i&/j^houfes Hereupon difpatched embafladors to Italy ^ 

Prufias to lay before the Roman fenate the condition to which the 
//Vr^^Bi- kingdom of Pergamus was reduced. But Niemedes^ the 
th/nia. Prufias y who was then at Rome for his education,, 

anfwered the complaints that were made againft his father, 
and even returned them againft Attalusy if he had been 
the aggreflbr* However, two conimifllioners were fent into 
the eaft, to put an end to the difputes cf the t vo kings on 
the fpot ; But PrufaSy without p^yiw^ them i ^ leaft de- 
ference, continued ravaging^ the tcnitorica of Pergamvu 
Attains therefore, taking theadvan^ioc o; tl:e/et,irn of one 
of the enabafladors, fent his Bi other Athenaus with him to 
make iiew complaints to the fenate. As he . Vanced no- 
thing but what was confirmed by int^ir own embaflador, the 
fenators were at laft convinced that Prufias was the aggreflbr, 
and therefore fent him forthwith*^ orders to withdraw bis 
forces from the territories of Attains. But Pruftasy under 
various pretences, purfued the war for the fpace of three 
whole years, and reduced the kingdom of Pergamus to a 
moft deplorable condition. At length he pretended to be 
ready to obey the decrees of the fenate, and defircd a con- 
ference with Attains. At bis requeft it was agreed,^ that the 
contending princes Ihould meet on the frontiers of the two 
kingdoms, each attended by a guard of a thoufand men, in 

4 PoLYB. ubi fupra. Plutarch, in apophthegm. Strab. 
I. xiii. p. 624. ' Diodor. Sicvl. in excerpt. Vales, p. 169^ 

170, 337. SuiD. in voce Prufias. 

{K'" Stfidas cdHU^im the ptnt- chbfen books, aU colle£ted by 
eft and moft powerful king of himf^f. Thfifi^*Marc j^niy 
ids time.. We have eli^here afterwaiA %eftewid 
made mention of his famous li- fatra^ by whofe otder they were 
brary at Pergamvsy wherein Wtve.\ taungi htmPeifasimt to jf/rar- 
lodged two hundred thoufand andria., 
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or4e( to put an eiKl to ^eif diff»reAces inthepreTcnceof 
the Roman envoys. But Prujias^ who had no other.view xit^reachery 
this than to feiae Atialui.^ marched his whole army to tfaeo/Prufias. 
frontief99 and concealing his troops behind the neighbouring 
hills, gave them orders to furround the Rffmans and Perga^ 
menfos^ as foon as they (hould appear. But Attalu^ and the 
Romans^ having timely notice of his ded rn^ faved themfelves 
by flight before the Bithynian forces coiild put the king^a 
orders in executi^rn. Prujiax followed them to Pergamus^ 
after be had plundered the baggage of the embafladors ; and 
then marched to Eltta^ a maritime city of Molis^ hoping to 
furprife it. But as the place was well garrifoned^ and (lored 
with all forts of provifions, he did not think it advifeable to 
attempt the reduction of it. He therefore fent back his 
land-forces to Bithyniay and embarking on board his fleet fet 
fail for Thyatira *. 

The fenate being, upon the return of their embafladors, 7;^^ 
informed of thefe proceedings, were highly provoked againftmaus fin4 
Pruftas \ but, however, inftcad of declaring war againft one 
who had aHronted their embafladors, and d^fpifed theixoneri to 
orders, they conientr i fhemfelves with fending t^n ztXRr an end 
miflioners, whofe number at Icaft might make feme im- tothe^ar. 
pjcfEofi on the BitJjyiJan. Among thefe were X. Anicius^ 

C. FanniuSf and Fahiui Jkhxitms. Their inftrufiions 
were to put an end to this war, to oblige Prujias to fatisfy 
Aualus for the damages he had (liflFcred by it, aiid to break 
ofF the alliance of the republic with the Bithynian^ in cafe he 
did not aequiefee to the decree of the fenate ^ In the mean 
time Attalusy having got together a confiderable army, (for 
both Ariarathes king of Cappadpeia^ and Mithridates king of 
Pontus^ fent him underhand powerful fupplies) took the 
field, and meeting the Roman embafladors at ^uadd^ march- 
ed diredtly againft Prujias^ whp was advancing towards the 
frontiers of Pergamus^ at the head of a numerous army. 

The two kings, at the requeft of the embafladorsi came to 
a conference in a place equally diftant from both camps. tuo 
Prujias^ by many fhifts and evauons, endeavoured to kings come 
the embafladors ; but they at length exerting themfelves, a confer 
told him, that he muft either ^comply with the decree of 
fepiate, or be declared an enemy to the republic % and ac- 
cordingly, as be ftill perfifted obitinate aa^ uatraflable^ they 
iptcihnly reiuninced the alliance andl amity which had been 
t^ee^ himaaditseis. ondeatvour^ to pin them by 

pnunifes and fubmiflions i but they were inflexible, and after 

; Potn. legat.cxxviii. ^ PoLva. legal, exaiii. 
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having exhorted Attolus to continue on. the defenfive, di-' 
fperfed themfelves in the fevera! ftates of AJia^ to aflemble 
forces againft the king of Bithynia. Rhodes^ Cyzicum^ and 
many rther maritime citi^, fitted out (hips, and fcnt them 
to the afliftance <rf Attains ; who having, out of thefe rein- 
forcements, formed a fleet of eighty gallies, gave the cort^ 
mand of it to his brother Athenaus^ with orders to ravage the 
coafts of Bithynia ; which he did accbrdingly, putting all to 
fire and fword, and carrying off an immenfe booty. Prujias 
finding he could not hold out againft the ftorm that threatened 
him, fuhmitted to the decree of the fenate, and accepted 
the terms which Rome fent him by three new embaiTadors, 
Prufiasflf- viz. Appiut Claudius^ Lucius OppiuSy and Aulus Po/ihumius, 
ctpts the The terms were, that he (hould forthwith deliver up to At^ 
terms of twenty (hips with decks ; that he (hould pay five hun- 
/f»/ talents within the fpace of twenty years j that both of 
(hould be contented with what they had before the 
wfiv 7m- of war ; and laftly, that Prujias (hould pay 

hetjfadors. MethymneanSy EgeanSy Cumaiy and HeracleatSy an hun- 
dred talents, by way of reparation for the damages he had 
done thfm. Thcfc conditions being agreed on, and figned 
by the contending parties, Attains returned to Pergamus with 
all his Tea and land-forces, znA Pruftas into Bithyniay after 
having evacuated all the cities and ftrong-holds which be had 
taken during the war 

Attains being thus, by the afliftance of the Romans y de- 
Sittds his livered from fo dangerous a war, fent his nephew, the fon 
vfphe^jo tooi Eumenesy named alfo Attalusy to thank the fenate for 
Kome to their kind offices, and to renew the friendfhip and alliance 
thank which had been formerly between his father and the people 
/cfiate, Young Attalus was received by the fenate with all 

poffible marks of diftindion, the antient treaties with his 
father were renewed, and he, loaded with prefents, fent back 
to his uncle ; all the cities of Greece y through which he was 
to pafs, being ordered to receive and treat him in a manner 
fuitable to his condition 

Prufiai having difeharged part of the fum which he was to 
* , pay to Attalus y hoped, by the intereft of bis fqn NieomedeSy 
who refided at Romey and wat^ in great favour with the fenate^ 
to prevail upon the fenators to forgive the remainder. With 
this view he feot /^one Menas\ a chief lord of his court, to 
^Rjonuy in quality of embafladof} his inftrudleDns were, to 
make ufe of tJicmides'% intereft to gain his point'; and ih 

• PoLYB, legat. cxxxvit cxxxvii. Am am. in Mithridatie. p. 173. 
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cafe he did not fuccecd,,to difpatch of vrhofe 

great intereft at Rome he began to be jealous. For the nu>re 
eafy execution of this wicked deiign^ he commanded two 
thoufand men to embarque with his embaflador ; an extra- 
ordinary guard, but neceflary to £icilitate tfte eicape of Men(ts 
after the afTaffination, and protect him aftet his return into 
Bithynia. Menas^ on his arrival at Rorje^ employed Nice* 
medes to ufe his heft offices with the fenate ; but Andronicus^ 
the embaflador of the king of Pergamus^ pleaded his niafter’sprufjj^g 
caufe fo well, that the former decree of the fenate was con- 
firmed. What therefore remained was, to put the barbarous/r/^r^^^ 
orders of Pruftas in execution, and murder Nicomedcs. Bwtupon the 
as the young prince was greatly beloved at Reme^ |t feemed/z/T- of ha 
dangerous to Menas^ notwithftanding the numerous g\x 2 xA^on Nico- 
which be concealed on board his fhips, to make any attempt 
tipon his life in the fight of the fenate. After he h<id been 
long in fufpenfe, not knowing what to do he refolved at 
laft to communicate to the fbn bis father’s deflgn, and to 
turn the plot againft the author and contriver of it. Accord- 
ingly Menas difeovered to him his private inftru^ions, and 
at his requefl imparted the whole matter to Andronicus the 
Pergamian embaffador, who obtained leave of his mafter to 
tranfport Nicomedes into AJia on board his fhip, that prince 
promifing to tak^ him under his protection, and fupport him 
againft his father, who was no lefs intolerable to his neigh- 
bours, than to his own fubjeCts. 

The two embafladors failed from Q/?/^ much about the 
fame time, and arrived, as it had been agreed on before- 
hand, at Berenice^ a fmall city on the coaft of Epirus, There 
they both landed their men, under pretence of lefrcfhing 
them after the voyage, and met privately to confult together 
with Nicomedes^ about the meafures that might feem moft 
proper for the execution of their deflgn. The next morningp^fcom^. 
Niepmedes^ as it had been concerted the night before, wentdes pro* 
afhore in a purple robe, with the royal diadem on his hteA^cLimed 
and a feeptre in his hand. Andronicus^ with ztikmg of 

hundred men he had with him, faluted and proclaimed himBithynia« 
king of Bithynia, Menas^ pretending to be furprifed at this 
ftep, aflemhled in great ha^e bis two thoufand Bithynians^ 
jimd, in an artful fpeecb, exhorted them to flde with that 
party which was • moft likely to prevail, *jnflnuating, at the 
lame time, tliat Prufias was generally ^ted, and Nicomedfs 
beloved, not only by the Bithjmdns^ but by the Aomans^ 
and the flibjeCb of the king ot Pergamusj who were ready 
CO affift him to the utmoft of their pbwer. Hayiqg ended 
)iis fpeech, he obferved in the countenances' of his men an 
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mnhimdus idete^miilatloh to adheri; to the young prince-; 
whereupon, fecondihg-dieir 'tHeir tnclnnti<»i,he inunediately 
joined die troops of j^Hrehicast and faloted Numedes king 
of Stifynia. After great fhouts, anil repiAti^ acclamations, 
they all re4mbirqued, fet fkil, and landed in a port of the 
kingdom of Pergamus. Attahu received young Niamdes 
with great joy, and immediately difpatcbed melTengcrs to 
PmJurSf requiring him to deliver up fome provinces to his 
fon, and fix certain rovenucs on him for his fubfifience. To 
this demand the old king proudly anfwered, that Nieemdts 
Ihould foon have the whole kingdom of Pn^gamus affigned to 
him r. 

But notwithftanding this haughty anfwer, he forthwith 
ISent embafladors to Remcy defiring the fenate to fend com* 
miffioners into Bithynia^ and fettle matters between him and 
Attalus AttaluSi in an amicable manner. But in the mean time' 
tMuragtt jgttahsy having encouraged Nicomtdes to make war upon his 
Nicome- by interp|i|iigg, in his favour, the anfwer of an oracle 

in Epinst as if the gad promifed the young prince the king- 
I**" Birhynia *i took the field ; and, entering with Ni- 

Jtubtr. the dominions of Prufias^ was every-where received 

with great and loud acclamations.' The king, not daring 
to truft his Bithyniansy had recourfe to Ditgyksy one of the 

a fbvereigns of fir'ate, whofe daughter he had married 
is fecond wife. But dl the fiiccours that prince could 
ipare him were only five hundred men. With thefe he {hut 
himfelf up in the city of Nice', but obferving that the citizens 
were ready to revolt, and only waited for the arrival of Ni- 
eemdes and Jitalus, he left that place, and took refuge in 
NUemMay which he titought firong enough to endure a long 
fiege, not doubting but in the mean time embafiadors woum 
arrive from Rmty and by the interpofition of their authorfty, 
and good offices, mi^e up matters between him and his Ibn*. 
But he was herein greatly difappointed ; for though hisem- 
hafiadots, ‘on their arrival at Barnty defired an audience of 
the fenaterwithout delay, yet the prstor, tO ' favour if/te&r, 
put it off under various pretences from 'day to day. At 
length he prefented dietn to the Confeript fiithers, and being 
ordered to appoint three enibaf&dors to be ifent into 'Btttjnuty 
he made choice^ fuchas were no ways qualified for 'riiat 
polhmiffioir; for riiey were men df no. {arts, and'befides, 
foade a Very ridicule^ one qf diem being fttang^ 
^udigured with feats,' the pdier lame, aq4 ^ ihird a mae 

y ArvtA'H.'bMrthridatic. p. 174, 17c. * Zostii.'lufior. 

l.iL •Await, ibid. 

idiot : 



^.VI. 

Miot: whence dw faying of Catot that the em* 

baiTy had neither head, feet, nor oriderftanding \ It nuy 
becafliy imagined, that men of this low 6 gure and charadfdr 
had no great weight in die two courts. 'Jhialus and Mra* 
mtdes made as if they were ready to fubmit to the authority 
of the fenate ; but the Bithynianty tampered with underhand 
by them, openly declared, that they could no longer bear the 
tyranny of Prujiaty and therefore intreated the entbafladors 
to return to Renuy and lay their complaints before the fenate, 
not doubting but they Ihould be able to fetde Nicmtdet on 
the tlirone before a^ new refolutions could be taken by the 
confcript Withers. The embafladors were eafily prevailed' 
upon to leave Bitfynuiy and return for new inftru&ions to 
Rom. 


Thet were no iponer gone, than Attaht and Nitomedefy 
at the head of the Pergaman troops, advanced to Nicerndhy 
which readily opened its gates to them, and left the old king 
at his fon’s mercy. Pru^s feeing bimfi||£ithus deferred andNicome> 
betrayed by all, fled for refuge to the temple of fupiter. des, •with 
But the fandity of the place cpuld not fcreen him from the^^' 
violence of his fon, who, as he had been brought up at ^ 
Ramy was tainted with the depravity of manners that 
vtiiled there : for he no fooner heard that his flither had taken 
fonduary in the temple of Jupiter y but he fentthithei^sdlaffins’V^^^ 
to murder him * (L). ^ tbnne. 

Soon after Attalus joined the Romans againft AndrifiuSy 
who pretended to be fon of Perjes king of Matedwy and 
heir to his dominions. This was the laft enterprize Attalus 
engaged in $ for Andrifcus being taken prifoner, and an end 
put to that war, he returned home with his fea and land* 

' Wees, and gave himfeif up to an idle and diflblute life, 9s Attalus 


gimts bim-^ 

^ Plvt. in Cat, Major, ^ Afpian. in Mit)iridat,>^ up to 

p. I74 p 175. anidltani 

di£elutt 

(L) Diodorut Siculus ( 9 ) tells Nicofutdet aud Attalus. 
tt$p that the iinnatural Ton killed Rosnans took no notice of wlut 
bim with his own hand ; Strabo had pafled in Bitbpnia^ but treat- 
(ip) chftij;es Attafus with the Attalus with the fame kind'' 
^thofiPri{^; J9/«C^ifiana tiefs the^ had formerly ihewn 
Zonara^ fiiv, that he w)is allaQ- him, and fuffirred Niccmtdts to 
Hated hy his pWn ihhjeds (.pi); enjo^ pea^tabty th^ fruit of his 
■ ^t £f<i^,(ia)idtyides ^e of , wielowflfrr 
:lhU httoous murder between 


(9) Di§dar, Sicof. in Pbttii BiUietbo tod. 2^ (lo) Strab, /. xiii, /• 624. 
OUn U a)M* idfiouh tf ri. {12} L/v. Hb, I* 

• P 4 Plutarch 





J^luifityb inforim us, adding,; that Philopannen^ ene of bis 
c^ourtiers, • governed both the kin^and kin^om at hfs 
furc i infoihuch that no body applied to Attalui^ but to h|s 
j)rime minifter Pkilopwmen^ for favours or employments, the 
whole management of ai&irs being committed to his 
atone We have obferved above, that Eumenes bad a foit, 
u^o, as he was a minor at the time of his father*s death, the 
tuition of the young prince, with the crown, was left to 
Attains the uncle, who fo faithfully difcharged his truft, that 
t>eath of he not only carefully bred up his pupil, but at his death, 
Attalub. which happened in the eighty-fecond year of his age, and 
twenty-firft of his reign, left the crown to him, palling 
by his own children: for he looked upon it* as a mere d^* 
pofitum intrufted with him for his nephtw, and therefore 
reftored it to him in the next fuccelHon^ an inftaiice of 
honefty fcldom to be met with, princes being irommonly no 
lefs follicitous to preferve their crowns for their poilerity 
than for themfelves ® (I^- 

Attalus Attains^ the Ton of Mumenes^ was feafee feated on the 
111. throne, when he began to a^t more like a madman, as 
Year after y^/ij exprefles it, than a prince^. In the firft place, he 
the flood caufed moft of his relations, and the beft friends of his family, 
to be inhumanly maflacred, charging feme of them with U^e 
his mother Stratonlce^ who died in an advanced 
• anJ others, with the murder of his wife Berenice \ 

though it was well known, that (he died of an incurable 
Ws fr«^/.diftemper, and was generally lamented. Many, upon ground- 
ej. lefs fufpicions, were cut off with their wives, children, and 
whole families. In thefe executions he made ufc of his mer- 


^ Plut, in apoph, ® Plut- ibid. & in lib. ire^i 
^ Justin. 1 . xxxvi. c. 4. 

(M) He was furnamed Phiia^ king. He built two cities in 
^4r^^»/| froi^Uieflncere affefUon Lydia^ tlie one called Attalin^ 
wluch he had for his brother, from his name, and the other 
whereof we have related a very from his furnaAic Philadelphia. 
renuuJcable inflance in die fore- 7 'he author of the firfl book bf 
going reign. He was a grej»t the Maccabees, mentions him 
encourager'of learning, and took « among the allies of the Remaa 
particular pleafure in the con- people (13); and Tully tells us, 
verfadon of lear»e(^' men, efpe- that he was a conllant friend to 
cially of lycon, a native of Rome^ and fent magnificent pre- 

and a philofopher of great note, fents. to Scipio JBmilianus, white 
yrhom he entertained at his court he lay at fiege of Numantia 
wjlth a magnificence worthy of a in Spain (14). 

f 13) Meccab, 4 i. f. X5* . (14) Qif, ig oref, pro Dijanre, 

cenaries^ 









vbonPL be had ^hired for thia gurpofe out of themoft 
<^uel and favage of the Wbardus nations. After he bad thus 
filled the city of PsrgamuSj and the whole Jcingdom, with 
bipod and flatighter, and in a wild fury cut off the heft men 
in his kingdom, and thofc who had ferved ins father and 
uncle with the greateft fidelity, being confeious of the many 
murders be had committed, and imaginingithat the manes of 
'bfs murdered relations were perpetually haunting him, he fe)l 
into a deep melancholy, and, confining himfclf to his palace, 
put on a mean apparel, let his hair and beard grow,* and 
quite fequeftered himfelf from the reft of mankind. After- 
wards he withdrew from the palace, and fliut himfelf up 
garden, which he cultivated with Iiis own hands, fowing it 
with aJI forts of poifonous herbs. Thefe he mixed 
wholfoiiie p^fc ; and, in his mad fits, fent packets of them 
to thofe whrnn nfs gloomy temper led him to rufpe< 5 i. lii 
thefe, and fuch-like wild extravagancies, he fpent the whole 
time of his reign ; the heft commendation of which was its 
Ihortnefs j for it ended after five years in his death ; which 
happened in the following manner. 

As he was without friends, without relations, and even 
without courtiers, no one daring to come near him, he took 
a.fancy to employ his time in the trade of a founder ; and 
having undertaken to make a brazen monument forJys mo- jUs dtoth^ 
ther,. while he laboured in melting and working tmbrafs, 
the heat of the fun and furnace threw him into a fever, of 
which he died the feventh day after, delivering his people 
from the moll cruel and barbarous tyrant that ever fwayed a 
fcepter * (N). 

At 

X Justin. 1 . xxxvi. c. 4. 


(N) All theantients fpeak of 
him as a madman ; and fome 
writers tell us, that the grief, 
. which he conceived for the death 
of his mothetSfratonicff whom 
he loved with great tendernefs, 
threw him into a deep melan- 
choly, which at length deprived 
< him of his fenfes. From his 
tender affedlion for his mother 
he was CuTfiSLmed PMomf or, 
not ironic^y, as yolatitranus 
lirpuld have i^ as ifhehadhated. 


and even murdered her. Juftin 
tells us in ezprefs terms (15), 
that he well defervedthat name 
for the extraordinary affection 
he always bore her; and, never- 
thelefs, the above - mentioned 
author quotes Jufiin to prove 
what he advances, though dia- 
metrically, oppofite to what we 
read in that witer. Lucian and 
Zonaras accufe this prince of 
having difpatched his unde 
ta/us with poifon ; but other 


(is) iw; 


WTitar:, 
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Makrs the At fais death he left a will, whereby he made the Romans 
Roman heirs of all his goods ; in virtue of this will, the repubhc 
people heirs [^izcd On his kingdom, reckoning that among his goods, and 
4/ all his reduced it to a province, which was known by the name of 
goods. jjfia Propria^ or Proper Afta. Eudemus of Pergamus brought 
this will to Rome^ and there delivered it to Tiberius Gracchus^ 
tribune of the people, together with the deceafed king’s 
crown, and purple robes ^ (O). 

Justin. 1 . xxxvi. c. 4. Plutarch, in Tiber. Gracch. 

writers, without taking notice of able goods, the kingdom itfelf 
any violence ufed on him, tell belonging, by right of fuccef- 
us, that he died in the eighty- fion, to Ariftonieus^ the only fur- 
fecond year of his age, leaving viving prince of the blood-royal, 
the crown to his nephew, whom 'Tis true, he was the natural fon 
he had brought up with great of Eumenes ; but this, according 
care, y^rro ( 1 6) and Columella to the cuilom which obtained 
(17) reckon Jttalus Philomeior among all the eaftern princes,. did 
among thofe who have wrote of not by any means debar him 
agriculture ; and add, that he from the crown, when there 
was skilled in phyfic, and had a were no lawful children to fuc- 
thorough knowlege of ilxnples, cecd to it. Horace, among the 
Hence Tome have conjedured, Latin writers. Teems to infinuate, 
that the phyfician Jttalus, men- as Aaron obferves in his notes'bn 
tionecLby Pliny (18), was the that poet, that the were 

, Pergamus, fince that au- intruders, and not lawfal heirs 

thor elfcwhere (19) mentions iokin^Attalus, in the following 
him among thofe who have words: 
wrote of phyfic, 

(O) The words of Attalus\ ■ — Neque Attali 
will were, P of ulus Romanus hono- Ignotus hares 7 egiam occufa*vi[zi ). 
rum meo7 um hares ejio ; Let the 

people ^Rome be the heirs of my Nor have I forg’d a royal name, 
goods : Thefe words the fenate The throne of Attalus to claim, 
interpreted as comprehending 

his kingdom, which they reckon- It is not therefore true, 
ed among the king’s goods. But that the kingdom of Pergamus 
fome of the neighbouring belonged, in JiriSt equity, to the 
princes, namely, Mttbridates Romans, Hoax the refuUie badan 
king of Pentus ( 20), looked upon im&J^utahle right of donUniem onser 
this will as a mere forgery, the Peigamians, Utax Arifienicus 
others wereof opinion, thatoie *had no manner of claim to the 
Romans, allowing to be ge- kingdom of Attalus 1 at certain 
nuine, were, in^irtne of me mcmern writers confidently 
above-mentioned words, intided firm (22.) 

' only to the decealed king's move* 

(t6) Vartodtre xoftic. K t. c. t. (17) Columelt. de rufiie% f. i c» i, 

(1^) Plin, U xxain. (19) /. viii, (2*^) Sailufi. /, iv. htftmar, 

izij Uorat, L li. Ode i 3 t (zs) CeSm and Rmttebift^ Km*h U. uidmu 

BVT 
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"BOTAriftMaats^ ^be ilext heir, did not tounely fttbiNit the ' 

1»in which Attalut was faid to have made. He was the fon 
of Eumtnety and brother of Attalust though by another mo- 
ther, viz. ^ an Ephe^an courtefan, the daughter of a mu- 
fidan. As fon of Etmetiest he laid claim to the crown ; and, 
having aflembled a confiderabie army, he put himfeif in dois/a^j 
condition to mamtain his pretenftons. With the alB/lancer/^r/m r» 
of a body of Thracians znd PbeeaanSt whom he took Into the ertvia. 
his fervice, he made himfeif mafter of fome ftrong places, 
which opened him a way into the heart of thr kingdom, 
where he was joined by ^eat numbers of PergamiaHt, Who, 
being accuflomed to a monarchical, dreaded a republican go- 
vernment ; and therefore, without minding the birth of 
their new leader, preferred his authority to that of a foreign 
prztor. Having by this means got together, in a fhort time, 
a numerous and powerful army, he beneged the places which . . , 

were for maintaining the late king’s will, and took the ** 

of Sams and Colophon in Ionia t and Myndos in Caria. of 

other placb furrendered upon terms ; fo that he became, the tuhsk 
without meeting with any confiderabie oppofition, tca&n kingdom, 
of the whole kingdom 

This news was brought to Rome about the time the people 
were to chufe confuls j and among the candidates were two 
men of great abilities, but whofe employments Teemed to 
render them incapable of making war in Afta. Thefe were 
Litinius Craffits high-pontiff, and Lucius Pialcriut Flaccus^ 
fiamn Martialisy or, in other words, high-tricjl of Mars. 

Both obtained the confulate, for which they flood, and were 
both very defirous of leading the armies of the republic into 
Afta., no commifiion being more profitable than that of com- 
manding in thofe diflant countries } but, after a iharp con- 
tefl, it wa$ determined in thecomitia, tSsatCraffusm^X., 
acros^pmtiftxmaximus, head the armies of the rejmblic in~”^“* 
and he was accordingly appointed to difpoflefs 
nteus of the kingdom of Pergamus, and reduce it, agreeable^^f a 
to the late king’s will, to a Roman province. Orajfus, not-* 
Withflanding the inteftine broils which tlien reigned at Emu, 
immediately fet out for Afia ; but as we find no mention 
made by hiftorians of troops, fleets, or provifions, fent with 
ihfc confiil, he, without all doubt, took it for granted, that 
the eaftern kings and nations in alliance ^ith Emu, would 
lmni& him wim fuflicient forces on the Ij^t to drive out the 
nfiitper. 


< Liv. 1. lix.. Vai.. PATBac. 1. ii. c, 4, Strab. I. xir. p. 
Fj^oa. 1. iii, c, so. _ 

- Ow 
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. On his arrival xti Afta^ he found , that neither nor 
Egypt were in a condition to lend him any affiftance,. both 
thofc kingdoms being at that time involved in great troubles. 
Is atfipd conful therefore had recourfc to the kings of Pontus^ 
h the Cappadocia^ Biihynia^ and Paphlagonia ^ , who all furniOied 
kings of him with troops ; fo that he advanced at the head of a nu- 
Pontus, mcrous army, or rather of four armies, towards the frontiers 
Cappa- . of the kingdom of Pergamus Arijlonicus did not care to 
iocia,£5fr. engage the confid, but retiring as he advanced, fufferedhim 
to lay wafie the country, in hopes of finding an opportunity 
of falling upon him unawares ; which fbon offered ; for 
Crajfus^ who was a man of an avaricious teihper, having got 
together an immenfe booty, began tc retire from the inland 
parts of the kingdom towards the coaft, in order to Ihip it 
off for Italy \ but as the feafon was far advanced, and the 
roads almoft impalTable, the army advanced very flowly ; be* 
fidcs, the great number of waggons, loaded with the riches 
almoft of the whole kingdom, retarded their march ftill 
more, and frequently occaftoned a great confufion in the 
army j which Arijlonicus being informed of, lay in wait for 
the conful in a narrow paflage between fteep hills, and there 
fell upon him when he Icaft expelled it. Crajfus^ though 
thus furprifed, might have eafily repulfed the enemy, havjng 
under his command a very numerous and well-difciplined 
Craffiis being wholly intent on preferving the fpoils, he 

defeated^ unadvifcdly thinned the ranks, to put a ftronger guard on 
taken fri- them j fo that the allies^ being attacked by Arijlonicus^ % men 
foner^ with great vigour, and in a clofc body, were intirdy routed.' 

In the flight, the conful himfelf was taken prifoner, by a 
body of Thracian 5 j between Mlea and Myrtna ; but, as they 
were carrying him in triumph to the camp oi Arijlonicus^ he 
began to confider the reproach it would call both on himfelf 
and his republic, if a conful, and a pontifex maximuSy ibould 
become a flave to fo defpicable an enemy as Arijlonicus ; and, 
on that confidcration, would have laid violent bands on him- 
felf, had he not been difarmed \ but as he had a rod in his • 
hand to govern the borfe on which he was mounted, he ilruck 
the foldier, wl)o was ne^reil tp him, fo violently with it, 
that he beat out one of hfs Cj cs« Hereupon tbe Thracian^ isi 
a tranfpori of rage, drew hi^ fword, and, without further 
deliberation, ryn«the conful through, and killed hjim bn 
ipot. . By this m^ans ArJ/lonicus was deprived of the pleafurjp 
of having a conful, and. a pontifex 7naximus\ in,, his 

power : however, the conful’s head was carried to the 

> STKABO^ibia. JusTiit, 1. xxxvii. c. u Eutrop. L iv. . ^ 
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«hemy’8 camp, smd there prefented to jlriJimicm^wA expofed 
to public view } but .his l^dy was honourably buried at 
rina^ or, as others will bavejc, at Smyrita ^ 

When news of this defeat was brought to Romt^ the 
tribes promoted two perfons to the confulate^ who were very 
unequal in rank ; vi%. C, Claudius PuUher^ a man of an illu-^ 
ftrious family 5. and M. Perpennay a foldicr of fortuitc. Theperpenna 
latter was fent into JJiuj to re\^enge the death of the conful^y^^/ /V0 
and put an end to the Pergamian wzr. He appeared unex-^Afia/ff ^11 
pededly in the kingdom of Pergamus^ where he found Arifto^room. 
nicus wholly intent on enjoying the fruits of his vi£lory«' 

Feafts, revels, and entertainments, after the Asiatic faihion, 
took up all his thoughts and time ; but he was foon roufed 
out of his lethargy by the new conful, who having aflembled, 
with incredible expedition, the troops of the allies, came 
unexpectedly upon him, and having obliged him to venture an 
engagement, gained a complete vi&ory over him. Arijlo^ 
nicus ^ after the defeat, fled to Stratonice (P), where he had* 
no fooner (hut himfelf up, than the conqueror was before 
the place, which he blocked up on all Tides ; and, by that 
means, without expofrng his men to the dangers ofanaiFault, 

I reduced the garifon to fucb ftreights, that they delivered both Ariftoni* 
the city and their leader into his hands. The philofophercus^^/r^ 
BloJius \Q^^ who had zi!£ifktdArijlonicus with his couitfels^// 

during^^^^^* 

Liv. 1 . lix. *Vbl. Paterc. I. ii. Strabo, 1 . xiv. p. 646. 

Val. Max. 1 . hi. c. h. Fi.or. 1 . ii. c. 20. Just, 1 . xxxvi. c. 4. 
jvL, OBsEq^^de prodig.. Eu 1 rop. 1 . iv. Orost. 1 . v. c. 10. 

(P) The antient geographers and Pso/emy a third, which he 
mention three cities m Jfia hy j^Qe^mMefifotamia, 
this name. . That which is here QJ Bhfius was a native of 
fpoken of flood inC^ r?Vi,and was , Cunke, and a philofopher of great 
according to Straio^ (25)9, origi- note. He warmly preiTed 7 i- 
nally a Syro-Maecdonian colony. It btriut Gracchus^ * who had a great 
took ^ its name, as Stepbanus in* opinion of his integrity and un* 
forms us, from Stratonice, the derilanding, not to . drop his de* 
wife, of Antiochus Soter^ The iign of paifing the famous Agra- 
emperor Adrian, who rebuilt it, rian law. After the death of 
cal£^ it from his . own name , his friend Gracchus, he was cited 
AAiftnapoUsi but in the antient to appear before the conful ; and 
i^otitia’, It retained its old naifie. being asked* why he had engaged 
Straio { 24 ) OientioAa another in.tim party ’of the feditious tri* 
xil^y, bearing this name, Jn the bune ? he boldly anfwered, Be- 
neighbourhood of mount T gurus ; caufe he thought it the moll juil. 

(25) Strgho, /, xiv. (24) 


The 
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during the whole courfe of the war^ exhorted him to prefer 
a voluntary death to a 0iameful captivity ; and encouraged 
him to it, by difpQtching bimfelf in his prefence ; but be, 
like the other AJiatic princes, not having courage enough to 
lay violent hands upon htmfelf, even in the moft calamitous 
circumftances, fuffered himfelf to be carried to the conful, 
who kept him in chains to grace his triumph 

In the mean time, new confuls being created at Rome^ 
viz. C. Smpronius TuditanuSy and Manius Aquilius ; the latter 
was appointed to Aicceed Perp0nna in Afia^ and put an end 
to that war, by reducing t^ kingdom of Pergamus to a> 
Roman province. On his arrival, he fent a proud naefl'age 
to Perpenna^ commanding him to deliver up to him Ari^O’- 
nieufj as belonging to his triumph rather than to Pirpenna*Sm 
Tliis order Perpmna refufed to comply with ; and his refufal 
Perperna was very likely to be attended with tdd confequences ; but 
oHa. his death, which happened foon after the arrival of AquiUuSi 
decided the queftion. He had quite exbaufted himfelf in 
purfuing Arifloniemy and hurrying from place to place after 
him ; however, before bis death, he took care to (hip off 
for Romo all the treafores of the deceafed king ; which was 
a great difappointment to theconful Aquilius 

'Tm Pergamiansy notwithftanding the > captivity of tljelr 
leader Ariflonicusy and the flgnal vi^lory gaitied by the brave 
Perpernuy Hill held out againft the Romans ; the fear of 
fcrviiig a new maftcr, and receiving laws from a foreign re- 

» Liv.Sttabo, Florus, Just. Oros.Eutrop. Val. Max. 
ibid. ^ Strabo, l.xiv. p. 646. Val. Max. 1 . iii. c. 4. 

Justin. 1 , xxxvi. c. 4. Eutrop. 1 . iv, Oros. 1 . v. c. 10. 

The conful further inquired, why execudon, thinking his ordering 
he wentfo far as to be his^^t? it a fufficient proof of its being 
To this queilion the philoiopher neceflary for the public good 
replied. That he did all that lay ( Z5). The iiMrc^idity of Bio^ 
in his power to ferve him, be- Jisis fuiprized the oonful, who 
caufe he deferved to be ferved found means. tOL^refos^hinii from 
and obeyed. Would you then the puntihmoat which 
have burnt the capitol, faidthe h^lnfli^cdon the Other frieftdl 
conful, if he had ordered you of the tribuiie. {{e 
to do it \ Spare his memory, re- « went over into Afia^ 
plied Blofmsy with a furprifing wim He 

conAdence; he was* not capable felt; and, after havlngdoutiB 
of fo black an attempt ; bnt, if the mifehief he could to 
he had nven me fuch an or^, mansy ended his U6 in 
1 fliould have certainly put it in ner we haverdated. 


public^ 


(25) F/w/t M Gra^ih^ 



,Cr VI ^ H0ofy ^f ?trgainus; . 

'Public, keeping the people every- where in atm$} fe that 
Jpti&us was oblige<i lo befiege almoft ail the cities of the 
kingdom of P^rgatms^ and reduce them one by one. As 
moli of the cities of the kingdom of Pergamps had no other 
water but -what was brought fr<»n far in aqucdu£b, the 
conful, provoked at their obftinate renfiance^ inftead of de* 
molifliing their aqueduAs, as was cuftomary in war^ poi- 
foned the fprings, and by that means fpread death and defo- 
lation in the places he beficged (R). 

Jquilius having at laft reduced the whole kingdom of 
gamus^ the Roman fenate appointed ten commiffioners 
fettle it as a praetorian province, and ^MtAquilius at the head?"'”V^’ 
of the commiffion. By them this great ftate was divided 
ftveral diftriAs, each of them depending on the metropolis, 
where the Roman praetor fixed his refidence (S). mm fro- 

As for the unhappy Ariftonicus^ht was led in chains before 
the triunmhal chariot of Aquilius^ as appears from the letterYear after 
which Jmthridaies the Great wrotelto Arfaces king of Par- the flood 
thia. The Ramans^ fays he, in that letter 9 , forging a will, 2219. 
whereby Attains bequeathed to them his kingdom, led Arijto- Bef- Chr* 
n/rirx, the Ton of Eumenes^ in triumph, for attempting to ^ 29. 

, recover, by force of arms, his father’s kingdom ; which 
happened three years after the intire reduction of the Perga^ 
miin kingdom (T). 

Rome 

• Sallust, hiftoriar. 1. iv. 

(R) AU tke antients declare eaoma and Cilicia were given to 
their deteftation of this ])erfidious the fons of Ariarathes^ who was 
and inhuman way of waging war, killed in this war. Phrygia Ma- 
condemning it as a moft noto< jor or the Greater Phrygia^ was, 
rious ini^a^idon of the law of na< according to Jufiin (27), con- 
ture; but iSsair, it feems, was not ferred upon Mithridates Euer^ 
fo muck offended at it, finer fhe getes by the fenate ; according to 
fuffered the cmdAqui/ius, who fold to that prince 

ptiiRifcd ii^ tp govern the king- by AquiUus for a conftderablc 
dom of Pirgamutf in quality of fum of money, whic2\ the king 
proconful, for three whole years paid on the fpot. However that 
after his confulfhip was expired be, it is certain, that, after the 
{26}. deafo of MithridMes^ the fenate 

f S) The whole jprovince com- took Phrygia from his fon in his 
ptAended Vadda^ Caria, the HA- • minority, and declared it a free 
the two Phrygias. and independent fiate. 
opskt of thefe countries W'ere be- (T) Velleiu^atercvlut tells us 

pn the four kings who Ukewife, that he was led in tri- 
XMpel'lO; conquer them. Ly- uroph by Manias AquiUus^ and 

W) Wbr. /. it, e, 10. (»7) Jufiin, I, xxxviu. f. 5. [yt) Apf ion, in 

Mtebndat, p, S77 & toS. dt hal, dvih p. 36s, 363. Jufiin, ibid, Strubo, 

4 Xilif Pi 624, Of I xiv. p. 646,, 

afterwards 



Jbm^hzviog thus reduced the kiogdom of jfttah^ti ajpeo* « 
iSnee^ maintained ftom tbi^ c'mea fill^eidal intcn-cOor^ iimh 
the AJiatics \ and hence that inunda(»i\ of of aU kindt^ 
which over-rail the whole ftate^ The iit>ikUic gained indeed 
a confidenble increafe of power and ricH^ to this neiM, C^HIr 
queft k hut ihe paid dear for it in that u^eriatoepravj^liofr 
manners which it introduced*. P, ^gave law 

b\iX.Afia^ io her. turUy herfdf on 

by teaching the Romms refinemcntsfhrdcmuchefy, and proi>« 
fuienefs in ontertaininenta and fuehiture%(U)# 

P JusTiK. ibid* ‘ ' 

afterwards beheaded (ao). Strabo, xuinced |h a c!icy ghrim up co tho 
that,, ^ter the triebiphA he^ ‘^baiures and dd^hts of 
was carriM hack to prifoii, and The cidaens, daa^^ with the^ 
there !^ranglcd by an order fitna Render of tbt rich moveables 
the fenate ( 30) s a^nd/ vridi him that were fliewn thein«‘^gsii to 
agree Eutriptus {31) and Orofius be a(hahied df didr antient 
(3Z>. It is therefore furprifing, plicity» They piqued thenf- 
that certain modern writers (33),. ielves on knowing how to vahie 
in oppoiition to thefe glaring au- what their ancedors took pride 
thoiities,{houldtdU Ub,thatvfr^0* in deipiiing. They rivaled >one 
vieor died before Aftnhus\ tri- another in the richnefs of their 
dulph, which happened three Brefs, in the furniture of their 
years after the intIrereduAion of honfes, and expence* of their 
the kingdom t^Ues. Thqs when fub- 

(U]t /*/i«v looks on the con.- dimd, had her fhli i^venge on us^ 
^eft of PergafUut^ the origin by bringing onjr iity undet a 
of the many djforde^s which much worfe yoke, tnat of effd- 
afterwards prevailed its Rome^ ^insLcyJ^ Thus far PUhj ( 3 f)p 
With the wealth of Porgfmus, whofe teitimony is confirms by 
lays he, debau€heiy,.efremjnacy, F/09 os, Valerius Maximus^ Sewca^ 
fuxury, and all kinds of ykes, Juttenal^ and all the other wri-* 
came in. crowds to Pjome\ and ters,^ who make any mention of 
overwhelmed th^ capit^ of the geneCjd diflblatbto of .man.i^ 
She world. Modedy and inno- ners» whii% iitthi<rcmMto|^tO 
cence wero no ^itgec counce- reign, wstlmnt4lxA!ki^ 

( 1 ^ Vet, Patvrr, /. li. f . 4» (%o) Strobe^ U f ^ (%%) 

^ Oros, /. V. c, to* ( 3|J Cotrmt & Amt* HtJt^.Roml A lkd 4 

uutuutk, 6s4» ('34> Phn* L v* s* t* 9 4 axJEiftf SU 


9M^ 







Bill baring 'eith&Vof thefe 
Ifiion feenis^ tb'^us ^tlie 




m60^ peopled this country j fer 
-of T^r, 

i i fmsdfi satttatioaj wen 
CMnc^ in^ t&'^libuiibn is confirmed 

to the eccle- 

lattid 'Wr/im f^whb .'teU’d^." {h^i'^Kr^sr'wa* firft <>alt^ 


B^UIIUOU' UAl^lUC^AViJLll uy. llXUUIlli 3 lOUCli oy me 

Sfoafi on, W?ft 

ana the Bf^ntit i add 6a. me- urdft' aiie^ the river 

Stuy^f-.. Bonie of tbd;aiitietit; geographers ey'ttnd 'the 
bounds of fMe* fat- beyond ..the. river Strymn and nwim t 
JHamut, carries its frontiers to thd <0er or Daoutfi 

.<^/an joWit to ‘'Ilhrtcum and Htredetut > calls it the laigcft 
fountiy hi^e world, except Mia, 

. 'CtT^Jbt i(.<>te on the Mgam Mvri^i Otfymf NtapiUs, GHtil 
all thrte olacea.%y^t^%ter^;;P%,'i^ 
Pat^ikt ' between-.ttie hyen wid^N^ufm 

DatuSi ^ort the^^Mrn and^b^ 

it i/mkra'y .'antieritly one '6f 'the 

miipded ^'.tfab'i^lrMii^. 
ihatW/i^^Kiheif!:^^^ dl^ i^^aijd 
«fd^'ii;'n)at;,iid^^e^t t'he.mniis;2^ iii M«b^jbf 


^e;c.|^ k b]r j&n)e.yi^lte.^'!t^ied''alf^ 'fhe Ckf 

sA^'oiii^.we^ d.ti^h but py'the natiVet, who fufiRtred the 

b.:Jtiv>. pi4e3> -Ci 1 1. * JosBPn.antiq. 

- ’ *• ^aaemru. de 

'\ ■■ ■ • > ‘*’-.Po’mp. Msia, 


^^<c.' t't« «l^t>tidkvs,<h,iii..c itl« . ,. .* Pt-iHi l.iv.c. 11. 

kt^^uiac* * HlaosoT. 1. v. c. 3. 
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tht li^cry 9f thracc: 

Titans ti> live, peaceably in Abdera^ and other places of 
Thrace^ after they had been driven Out bf their ovlm*^ountiy 
by Cyrus the Great ; and henca Ahip^a is called. by Sftabi^^ 
and other writers^ a colony of the'jfr/Vrif/ (A). , ^ 

This cftjr is now ^herahy koown by thetiaJii'e of 
kho* Niger calls il^AJperefit^^ and Nardus Aflrhsxa. 

Abiferaj were the famous gold aod filver mines, fpoken of by 
Plutarch Thucydides^ JMmams MarcelUnuSy and moft of 
the anrient biftorians and geogra{>hers. The place was called 
Scaptefyle. Stephaniis %s tt was afmall town, and placesit 
over-againft the ifland of ^hafus. Here Thucydidesy as Plu- 
tarch informs us «», wrote the hiftory of the PAspemefian war, 
his wife being a native of that place, as We read in Marcel- 
linus On the ikmecoaft Of Ithe Mgeean fea, were the cities 
of Dicaoy Ttriduy Ifmojfosy Stymuy MarmeUy and JEms. 
The two laft places were conquered by PhiSp the father Of 
Perfesy and upon the defeat of the latter by the Romansy 
jprOmifed by that republic to Eumenes king of Pergamus ; 
but afterwards, for political reafons, declared by the fenate 
free and independent o. On the Propontis wtrt the cities Of 
Mdcrontichosy Bifanthoy GanOSy Arsousy PerinthuSy called after- 
wards HeracleUy Selymhriay and Biihynia. On t\it Thracian * 
BofporuSy By^antiunty and the port of Daphne^ On she 
Buxine fca, Phinopolisy Phrygia, Phileoy Aulautny ApolUnioy 
Anchialusy and Mefetnbria^ Byzantiuniy now known by the 
name of ConflantinopUy was founded, according to Bufebius^^ 
about the ^XXxhOlymptady While Tullus Hojiiliusxexgwi, at 
Rome (B). Perinthus 

^ STRiiB. 1. xiv. p, 443. * Plvt. inCim. * Idem, 

deexilio. - " Marc bl. in vita Thucyd. ° Liv. 1 . xxxi. 

c. 31. PoLYB. 1 . v. c. 34. r EusEB. in chron» 

♦ ■ ' 

(A) The^(^^r//aaz werelook- great men, , namely, to 

«d upon by theantients as a dull, gerasf and^ the fiunons Dmoert- 
ihipul. people; but, neverthdefs, tui. This made fay, in 

their , city gave birth to feme fpeakingof the latter, 

Cujus prudmtia mofiftrat 
SutnmospoJfemirQSy lA magna exempla daturos, 

Ver*vicum in fatria, craj/oquefub acre nafei (l). 

(B) Diodohts^ Siculus will bouring country, and from whbfe 

have the foundations of this city name the was called By- 
to have 'been laid in the time of xantium .(2). This Bg/asy if 
the ArgmdntSj by - One Euftathius is to be credit^' 

who then reigned in the ndgh- arrived in : a litde before^ 

(1) JwtmaL fatir, a, (2) Ditdtr* Steel, /. v. (3} 



% 


'.vn» 





'V Piri^t^iy^ fw^dedy a^rditigto Su^ms^ by a coin- 
{Wiipii ojp and afterwards called 

Htratki^ frbfif^JyrrWrx, coniiiuc^ed ft (C). 

,.<This. cityjns^ libejr^ agamft PbiUp the fon of 
)^^KgntaSt .^fter ^ other cities df Thr^e had iubmitt^ 
t'b hnjn* ' •> »* '' ' 

Thb inland cities of were, Jampbrnna^ the me* 

''tropolis of,^c A&dr, Pantalia^ the capital of the P^antbi* 

Utf i tJfiuiam^ the chief .city of the Bfffi \ PbilippopMSf 
built by Philip ^^e fattier of AUxandtr^ near the Ipiiifs I 
^fico^llst fpuirded by Trajan on the banks of the i^f/Ius ; 
Muiditum^ landing between the It^us and the BArus \ 
Tfpipjrumy nlentioned by Ovid t as lituated on the banka of 
the Iiibrus\, Mrianopstis^ Ainan^ between the 

fitbirus and mount I and rhtinopoUs^ fo cajj^ from 

the wife of Trajan ; that emperor having founded it. 

The mountains of this country, fuch asmay be proper to biountains 
teke notice of, are Hamus^ the higheft of all the mountains 
in Thraciy and parting it from Lmer Myfia to the north ; 

Phoiapiy ^ the higheft after that of Hamus^ and. famous 
among thp poets for the fate of Orpheus i Pangaus^ feparacing 


s Ovid, trift. 1 . i. eleg. 9. 


the Arganauit came into tjiofe h^d ever fet foot it Afia (6)« 
feas, and fettled there with a CO- uikerwent many revolutions, 
lony of Megarenfes. Velleius Pa^ haying been fometimes fubjeft 
tereulus pferibes the glory of to ihe Perjtausf ibmetimes to die 
founding this great metropolis to LacedetnwuianSf and fometimes to 
the Milefians (4}, and Ammi- the Athenians. Tt is not without 
anus MareeiHnus to the inhabit- r^on that the fituadon of 
atits o( Attica (5). Some an- sm/iif/a was looked upon by the 
dent medals of Byxantium^ which andents as the moft pleafimt, and 
lave .teachedour^dmes, bear, the alfo’^the moft convenieift 
name and l|«ad ot Sjfas^ wiib trader of any in the world 2 bbt 
theprpw of a.fhipon the reverb, we &all have occaiion hereate 
probably Of fhip which ^o f^eak of it more at length, 
brought hiin into yuj^in \^) Ammanus MareeiHnus tfSi% 

wm^gready as to t^e ns^ that it was hd&hy Hercules 2 

orig^aiid fimn^^ of this ci^, hvxMarcianus qP Heraclea wdl 
wlm he wrote^ ^t Paufmias *have it to be a colony of Sa* 
of LftifdAmn built it ; fince mians. Sufiims fays it was 
it is.oert2do,.^^i^ bi fiie XLlVth Olym^^ 

^ ha^. Was 'many years 

of ft 




( 4 )>.r^.‘!p 4 /krc; 4 iL ( 5 ) Ammiau, Mareth /.- ui. 

E a 


(6J nwyJ» /. iti. 

Tltracf 



Hi/fwy ^ Tfeace. , . , . , 

Thraci from Maceion ; and Or biks^ not far from the riv^F 
Hamus and Rhodope are two long.chaina of msbmr 
tain, running almoft in a parallel line from the confines tf 
Maeedon to the Buxine fea. Pempenius Mela tells U3» that^ 
from one of the fummits of mount Hanks^ one may difcov^r 
the Buxine on one fidd, and the on the other ' ; 

but herein he was certainly miftaken. The rivers of note 
are, the Hebrus^ which fprings from mount Heemis^ and, 
watering the texiitotitoofPhilippopeKsy Adrianopolis^ Plotim-* 
polls j and Trajanopolisfl difcharges itfelf by two mouths into 
the dEgaan koLf over-againft the illahd of Samothracei the 
Strymn^ which rifes on mount Pangaus^ of^e borders of 
Maeedon^ and falls into the fame fea between and 

Oefymd ; the Ne£us or Nejius^ fpringing from mount Rhodope y 
and difemboguing itfelf !hto the fea over-againfi the ifland of 
Tha/us ; the Melasy the Jrzusy the Panyfus ; the firft empty- 
ing itfelf into the Mgaan^ the fecond into the Propontis^ and 
the third into the Buxine fea *• 

T’/^/Thra- The Tthracian Cherjonefus is a peninfula, inclofcd on the 
clan Cher- foiith by the Mgetan fea, on the weft by the gulf of Melasy 
fonefus. and on the eaft by the HeUefponty being joined on the north ^ 
to the continent by a neck of land about thirty-feven furlongs ' 
broad. It contained the following cities, CardtUy 
Panormusy AlopeconnefuSy EUeuSy Settusy Madyto$y Cijfuy 
Callifolisy Lyfpnachiay and Pa&ye^ Cardia was fituated on 
the gulf of Melasy ox the entrance into the peninfula, and. 
fo called, according to Pliny % from its being built in the 
form of an heart. Agora y Panormusy and AlopeconnefuSy flood 
on the fame gulf j the latter was fo called, from the great 
number of foxes which infefted its territory. Pliny ”, mifled 
by the nime, which fignifies in the original Greeky the ijland 
of foxes y took it to be an ifland; but all the other geogra- 
phers fpeak of it as (landing on the Cherfonefus, Blaus 
ilobd on thecoaft of the Hellejpont overragainft cape MaftufiOy 
now Capo Grace. Callipolisy now Gallipoliy Is placed by 
Strabo and Ptiry' on the Coaft of the Prkpontisy, near the 
' northern mouth of the Hellefpont. It gives its. name tt6 the 
famous ilreights which divide Europe fteAn^^AJia. Of Sefos 
and Lyjimachia we have fpobeE in the biftojries of Perfta and 
Syria. As fo£ the other cities of the Cbetfohejusy they con- 
tain nothing wottby notice. . 1 ^ . - 

The inland parts df Thrace arc vciy cqW and bafren, the 
fnow lying on the mountains the great^iipart of the year ; 

* Pomp. Mela. I.xi. ci ii, * Vide Pomip. ibid. 

Plin. 1 . iv. c. II. StIiab. 1. vii. p. aao, *4 ?i,‘3h. 1. iv. 
c. II. “ Plxn. 1. iv, c. IS. 



Cj VIL tbt ISJfery af Thrace.' 

but the maritim e provinces are produdiveof all forts of grain, 
end n«T^^ for Ufo} and withd fo pleafiuit, that Mtla 
eeiipates dunn lo tiie moft fruitful and agreeable counuies 

^ . . 

Tmk antient fpraeians were deemed a brave and warlike 
nation $ but of a cruel and favage tempw j being, generally reSgitr. 
fp^airiiig, quite ftrangers to all humanity and g(^>nature. 

In point of reUgion, they icarce differed from the Mactdtr 
niiast ^eiir neigbboun, adorine Jupiur^ lUrtuleSi Diana, 
Bacebus, and more eipecially Mars, and Htmus ox Mtreury, 
by whofe name alone their kings ufed to fwear, pretendir^ 
to he defeended ffom him *. Hendetus gives us the follow- 
up; account of dieir cuftoms and manners : When a child is 
bom, his relations, fitting round him in a circle, deplore his 
condition, on account of the evils he muft fuffiir in the courfe 
of his Ufe, enumerating the various calamities incident to 
mankind } but, when any one dies, they inter him with great 
rejoicing, repeating the miferies he has exchanged for a com- 
plete happinefs. Am<^ the Qrsjimans, who inhabit the 
mountainous parts of Horace,' each man has many wives j 
who, at his death, contend warmly, being fupported by 
their fevMal friends, who fhaU be accounted to have been 
the moft dear to the husband. In the end, Ihe who is ad- 
judged to have merited that honour, after having received 
great commendations, both from the men and women, is 
killed upon the grave by the neareft of her relations, and 
buried in the lame tomb with her husband } which is a great 
mortification to the reft, they being ever after looked upon 
by all with the utmoft contempt ‘ThtThraciam in general, 
as our biftorian tells us, fell their children, and take no care 
of their daughters, fuffering them to live with whom, and 
in what manner dtey pleafe j neverthelefi they keep a find: 
guard over their wives, and purchafe them of their relations 
at a very great rate. To be marked on the fbrehead,,is 
JionouraUe ; aad a man, without fucb marks, is accounted 
ignoble. Idlenels is elteemed an appendage of greatneft ; 
husbandry is looked upon as unbecoming { and to fubfift by 
wstr and rapine, highly glorious. The funerals of eminent 
perfons among fiiem are celebrated in the following manner : 
they dxpofe the dead body <0 public view for three days; 
^ring which time they perform their, lamentations, and 
facrifice to the infernal gods various forts Of animak. When 

> the lacrifices are over, they either burn the body, or bury it 

t i 

4. 

^ ' * four. Msi.a, ibid, 
r Idem ibid. 


* HbiSsoot. I. V. c. 3 , 4 , ti; leq. 
E 3 in 



^4 ^ ThmcCt ^ 

{a tbe graund t add^ tunrihg duowti up a mound vt tmth* 
on tbe grave* dlUjr apply tfafemftdva to Ifaiftilffit andeelebtlMKU’ 
all oiaiioer of combats and i^tts round ito^iwe *(, 

Goviru- firM was antiently divided into numbwlcfi kiligdOnds 
mtMt and quite independent of each other. HthMa tells us* d»t if 
uAgbit’ me Tiraeians had been eidter under the government of one 
prince* or unanimous in their counfds* th^ would have 
been the moft powerful nation in the world : but that they 
were no«way formidable^ being divided* as it weie* into 
many dfflferent natiods, and eVer at variance among them- 
. felves *. Thefe different nations were the Dolnui^ Denftktmy 
Sijietusy Odmams^ CUmSt Edmu Brygi» 

Pierist Odryjkt Autanmii Cr<Ay%i<t M<tiiy Sapait and 
Dolonc!. CaUt*. The Dsknei were fo called from Dohneutt one 
of their kings; who, according to firft intro-^. 

duced polygamy among than At the time of Detrim'% 
expedition into Greete^ they were polTefled of the Thracian 
Cberfincfust and governed by princes of tb^ funily of Mih 
tiaJiit who acquired rite fovereignty in the manner we have 
related dfewhere <. 

Denfe* Jianfehtm ate mentioned by Tulfy '* Plitg *, Straha 

letge. -who Calls them DmtbeHta^ and Lhy 8> All we know of 
them b, that they had at firft a king of tbeb own ; that they 
were afterwards reduced by the Maeedemam ; that they affift- 
ed the Rmanc againft PhiUp and Pcrftt kings of Eaaetdmt 
and continued fiutfaful to JKsnw* till being provoked hy the 
oppreffions and entelties of Pi/ht they took up arms againft 
him, and committed great devaftatitms in the neighbouring 
countries Ail^eA to the EeHuns In rite reign of Aagajlut., 
they were ftill governed by their oWn princes ; for wc find 
one Sitas^ mentioned by Than Gaffius as reigning over 
them, and making war upon the Eajlartue^ whom he in- 
tirely defeated with thd troo^ fent to hn aififtancO by Crapa^ 
at that time praetor of, Maetdm. 

Tub j?{^inhabimd mount Hmmty living there in hutm 
and maintaibing themfolves by plundering their 'nrigbbonrs. 
They Were by far the moft favage and inhuman of all tiia 
Thraeifinst as appears ftOm St, Jtrm^y PenMm of Utk 

• HsaoDOT. I. V. e. 4, A C^. * ffgkotiOT. 1 . v. inb imt. 

Eustath. in .DiOnyi. • Seevi^fi. p. 574, 375, in 

the notes. * Cic, erat. in Pifon. ■ PtiU. 1 iv. c. 1 1. 

* StxaB. I. vii. ’S Liv. Lix. dccad. 4. ^ Cic.«bid. 

’ Dio Cass. hb. li. ^ Hisaoa. in ^tsphs Neperiani. ’ Paoi., 
Nolan, carm. 17. adNicet. ver. soo. 1 


Eutft- 



JBnu^apius n, ait4 Ovi4 *» who m»ke |arti<;uUr i|ifn^9Q of 
tbx^ craelm TUtk chief city Ufaiiama. i« apw Jfoowa hf 
^e^mne adifjMHPk, They lived under theirowd^ioPiL the * 
neigUMHiring ‘^ne^ net jinking it wot^ their while to 
diftorb themt tillcne eonfulate of M. UemtHs LuatUutt 1‘nd 
Q. Vanu } when the conful LtuuIbU invaded their 

country { and, having gained a. lignal yidh>ry over them, 
took their metropolis, and fubjefted tfap whole nation to the 
Rman lawso. The Rnnunty notwithftanding they ha^ 
reduced them by force of arms, ftill fuffered them to live 
under their own king^ t for PiJPj while he governed Mactdq* 
in quality of'proconful, having treacheroufly feiaed 
eeHtuSf whom Suettmux calls prince of the Btjfiy caufed hint 
to be publicly beheaded } which affront fo exafperated the 
whole nation, that they (hook off the Rman yoke i hut 
were overthrown in a great battle by Offaviux the father of 
Augujlui r. During the civil wars of Rmt^ they attempted 
anew to recover their liberty ; but were again conquered by 
the himous M, Brutui]\mm In the reign of 
one VaUgafes^ a native of the country, and prieft of Bofthus, 
having, under pretence of rel^ion, drawn to-himfelf great 
crouds of people, made himfelt matter of the whole country t 
and, entering the Qitrfanefusy committed there moft dreadful 
ravages } but was at laft overcome by L4 Pifot who obliged 
the iavage inhabitants to lay down their arms, and fubmit to 
llich conditions as he was pleafed to impofe upon them. From 
this time the Bejt continued fubje^ to the Ramans^ without 
making any further attempts towards the recovery of tbetr 
antient liberty 

Thi Boones inhabited that part of ^hrnet which lies be* Biftones. 
tween RAedape to the north, the river ifthrxu to the eaft, the 
Pfajits to' the weft, and the Mgaan fea^ the foudi. Their 
metropolis Tinda is famous among cbq.nnM>on account of the 
Ihbulous horfes of Diamtdts king^dilpijh countiy. The 
underwent fhe fame fate other people, of 

Yhraea^ having been ftrft fubdued by!we Maeedaiuanif and 
afterwards by the ■Ratxuns. j , 

Ths OdsanwtM bordered on d/orrd'0«, being partejl fiscyn Odoman- 
«iat country by the river Stryman. PHnj confounds them tes. 
with the Odryfa * } but ThuyMts fpeaks of them as a di* 
ftinitt people Suidds, upon the autbo(it^ of Arifiaphatus^ 

" EttTaov.l. vi. c. 8. ■ Ovid. tr3t 1. iv. deg. i. 

*EvTKor. ibid. Oads. 1. vi, c. j. Hift.niifceLl. vi. FLOR.ia 
^t. 1. xcvii. a SVBT. in O&av. a Dio Cass. 1. dvii. 

.* Dio Cass. 19>. liv. Fua. 1. hr. c. la. ' Plix. 1. iv. c. 1 1. 

* Thvctd. l.ii. 
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Cicones. 


£doni. 


Brygi, 

Thyni. 

Fieres. 


iBi Thtacci' 

'tdbus» ttiit ^evui^dcircumdiion. *In At iltAe ct\lnk*Pi^ 
hpiknefian wat* nuy were governed by Polbsi the on!jr’kilij|^ 
tM Odomntis we il^d nqiendoned in hiftory $ wfao/in 
fided with the Athenians^ as we read in Thucydides ^ 

The Cfeswer inhabited the country lying between the l^hrue^ 
and the Melas^ and are mentioned by Herher Virgil 
Ovid y, and Pliny *. The city of Mn$s^ &mous on account 
of the tomb of Pelyderusy was their capitd. Hmer fpeaks oP 
three of their kuigs, to wit, Pireusj Imhrafus^ and RIngmus* 
Pireus^ if that poet is to be creditedj'^efpouied the caufe of the 
Trojans^ and was killed bv Thoas the Mtolian Rhigmus^ his 
(on and fuccefTor, was killed in the fame war by Achilles 
The Edoni^ or EdoneSj^oSeSed hat countiy which lay be-^ 
tween the Strymen and the famous city of Philippi } and are 
mentioned by Herodotus S Thucydides Pliny 8tc. ThamyriSj, 
the celebrate mufician, was a native of this country. He is 
faid to have been the difciple of Linus^ aid contemporary wiA 
Hercules and Orpheus. He was fo emment for his ^skill in 
mufle, that he had the^confidence to challenge the mufes them** 
felves, hy whom he was overcome, and deprived both of his 
art and light The Edoni were governed by kings, like the 
other Thracian nations* The following princes are mentioned 
by the antients \ Dryas 1 . Lycurgusj Dryas II. and Pit^ 
iacus. Dryas is mentioned by Apollodorus 8 and Opid ^ 
curgus hy Virgil Apollodorus % Hyginus *, and Diodorus a/-r 
eulus \ who tells us, that he made war with Bacchus. Dryas 
IL was killed, according to Apollodorus and Hyginus ", by his 
father Lycurgus. Pittacus lived in the time of the Peloponnejiaf^ 
war, and was murdered, as Thucydides informs us by the 
children of Goaxesy another petty prince of Thrace. 

All we know of the Brygi is, that they were fubdued by 
Mardofttus^ and ferved under Xerxe5^^sih!en he invaded Greece 
Of the Thyni we fttf^have occaflon to ^eak in the hiftory 
of the Bithynians. inhabited part of Macedoxy 

wherethey con(beiM|||w|he mpfes, from them called Pieridesy 
the countries of Ptdm^i^fhetrusy and Pimpliay as they did alfo 


a Tuuevp. 1. V. "" Hpmsr. Iliad. 0'. * Viao. georg,.^ 

IJv. OviP. metam. x* ’ Pljn. l.iv. %tJ^. » Hombr, 

IJiad. Sc s'. > Idem, Iliad. »/. « Hbrodot. 1 , V. c. 1 1, & 

124, &1. vii. c. uo. 114. Scl,^. c. 74. < Thucyd. I. v. 

« Plin. 1 . iv. c. 1 1, ^ VJdc HpMER. Iliad, li . Plato. 

dialog viii. de legiV DtopoR. SictJt. 1. iii. c. uft. ' Pausan, in 
Atticis, & Natal. Com. I. vi.e. 14. s Apollodor. 1. iii. 

^ Oy^D- in Ibin. ^ ViRc. .^eid. iii. ^ Apollodor. 
ibid. 1 H VO IN. fab. 152. ** DiOPor. tJiCUL. 1 . ui. c. 5. 

a Apollodor. Sc Hycin. ibid. " • Thucyd. l/iv. P Hbrodot, 
1, vi. c. 45* 

^ * Htlhon 
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iieaf thebuOn of the Strymm, Thole 
wte had lettied.in'J94Mti«, wete lilkewife drivvn Aence t 
and 'Oft occbfiftft it ^ thsit they fetded in i$eis, and 
confecrated mount Pamams to the mulb t. The kings of 
die Pi«rt$i mentioned by die antientSy arey AtkSi Titarops, and 
Oeager. lima and Orfitus, fo much celebrated by die poets*, 
were die Tons of the latter ^ 


The Odryfa poflefled great part of that country which lies Odiyfie> 
between the mountains of Htmus and Rho^t^t ^d were by 
£ir the moft powerful people of i3\7traie. When thisrking- 
dom began is uncertain : -Ovfd * will have Eumlpus^ who 
waged war with Ereehtbtus kine of dthtnsy to have bem the 
founder of the kingdom of the udtjfe. However that bey it 
is ceitainy that the Odryfa made no fig^ till the reign of 
TtrtSt who was contempotai^ with Per^au IL king of Kings »f 
adan. He was the Km of SiialctSf the firftkiog M the Odryfa tie Odiy* 
whom we find mentioned in hiftory> SUtdees attended Xerxes (s. 
in his expedidon into Greeeey and loft his life in that war, asSitalces. 
we read in Mfhyhs He was fucceeded by Teres dm firftyTeres. 
according to Ihseydides <*, who raifed the kingdom of the 
Odryfa ^ve the other petty ftates of "tbrace ; whence he is 
caked by that writer the firft king of the Odsyfa. He reduced 

E eat part of Tbroee., and made himlelf formidable to the neigh- 
turing princes ; but was at laft overthrown in a peat barae 
by the 7^«f. He died in the ninety-ftpond year of his age, 
having fpent moft part of his life in wt^ng war with the other 
kin^ of Thrace * ; for Plutarch tdls us, diat he vCed to lay, 
there was no difference between a pacific king and a groom *. 

H? was fucceeded by his fon SitalceSf who enterm into an SiValft.yTf , 
alliance with the Athenians againft the lacedassusnumst and even 
ddivered up to the former the embafiadors who had been lent 
to his court from Sparta., in order to peifuade binx to abandon 
his allies. He received into his kingdom, and entertained with 
great magnificence, Scylis king of the Scythians^ who had been 
driven out of his kingdom, for attempting to introduce among 
his fubjeds the cuftoms of die Gteeis $ but Odfasnafiat die ba- 
nilhed king’s brodier, who had been railed to the throne, 
threatening to invade Tbrere with a numerous army, unlels 
Sitalces ddivered i^ the fugitive prince into his hands, he chofe 
rather to betray his gueft, dian engage in fe t^gerous a war. 


^ Tkvcyd. L u. ^SiaABO, 1. ixr ' Vide Dionoa. Sicvl. 
1. iii. c. e. Euibb. de praepar. evang. I. x. c. a. * Qvid. 
1. ii. de Poato, deg, g. ' ^cbyu, rerfis. ■ Thvcyd, 1. ii, 
« TuocYD.I,i. XBiiorH.«re^.i.viit > PlbUTtioapopht 

This 
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5f Kf-S- 

Th» ^nc« afterwanb iha^ trar upQn< 

JutiMtf and Cbtiftdm/mt s'- in wluch he n §Mi hyf'naie^^^ 
to have had one hundred-uid fifty ^thei^ltd .iffen uhtM'nn 
commarid' t. In all’ thefe- expedittom • he attended tdm ' 

good fuccefs, which firnck fu^ tenor into die other prineei of 
Ihractt dut moft of them yduntari^ fubihitted to him t info^ 
much diat, at hh deadly he waa poflefied of all thole pnwfneee' 
which extend from the d^. of jdhfrre.on ijaeJEgtean fifth tO' 
the mouth of the v^ich difehatget itfelf into the Euxii^ 
fea*. Sittths dying oddiout chSdren, left the kingdom to' 
$cuthe8. Stuthes, the Ion ot hia briber Spardocuty who, havmg married 
Strattrice the daughter of Perdiccat II. king' of Macedmi 
entered into an alliance widi that prince, and, p^gafiifted by 
him, m^ feveral new amuifitions, extending the confines iof 
AmadO' his dominions even bey^d mount Hdemut *. Amadoeus and 
cu$. Mejkdtty the ions of StutbtSy fucceeded each other in the kind*, 
Mefades. dom ; but performed nothing woith mentioning. Seuthes^ 
ScotheslI. who fucceeM his fitth» HAtJadety fubdued 'the "Thyni jouidi 
the Laetdamttamt agaihft.the PerfioHS j obtained a conndeia* 
hie vifiory over the AtbtiddKiy who had made a defeent on the 
coafts of ^TtrMty &c. fiat as he was obliged to lay heavy 
taxes on' bis ftdijeds, to defray the expences of the m^y wars 
he was engaged in, ^e chief lords of his kingdom, entering 
into a compiracy agaiaft him, drove him from the throne ; 
however, he wts afterwards Tefiored by Ifinerattty and left the 
Cotys. karngdom to Cttjt the Ibn of Anadtaa Cttyt was z moft 
vofaiptoous- pinoe ; bat, ac^e fiune time, a man of courage 
and refolofron. He msmtaiiied, during the whole time of his 
rei^, a war with the Ati^nimtt ; and was at laft alfitfluiated 
by Py/^m.TsaA both natives of £nts ; who, after 

the murder, flying were kindly received by :^e 

jfribffiMWx, nude fine of ^eir.c&y, and prdmted with crOwm* 
t^gdld, for having thus Adhrered foem from lo trOuhl^bOW' 
Cherfo- aner^y^. U^mi hb death, his took 

bleptes. feffiow of the kingdom, whidi the AArntmu oblige him'itb' 
divide .-with his Btfijddtt Amadtaiu '^7^ 

Cherfattjitsha^z ^ to the Athtmanty chool^ rather to part' 
-with that pesmTula/ than enga« m a wsw agiSft fo'pbweifiiil' 
an enemy. However^ he coulono| avoid to a ruptiite 

with Pm&t the fiither ^ AUxatA^\ bywhofo he’was orON 
come, uid ftripped Of-gfoat part of his dononioirt’** He.died 

V Thucyd. 1. if. " ■ Idem ibid.' HaaenoT. 1. iv^ c. So. 

A'vii.-c. lay. Stooea. Sicol.' 1.' yiL : Tavern. fl>id. & 

1. iv. ” XsKoTO.'flMd. , .* ISiBispkrHXV. contra Atifioc^ 
Amsa. '1. xii. c. 14. t.JDaarotTHsa; ibidr > Poarxa. 1. vii. 
Isocaar.-orat. de pace. ■ . . 

after 
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afilnr ^ lei^ of dem jcui, leiving iheldngdom to hi» {<m 
Sakl$s, WM wvl.'Atft in hoft^ at die coutt of PbHip king Scuthet 
of jloMuimyiirito i i nn rtiatdir fent him hometo take pofleffion m. 
cl.^ Alone} htt hl’im Ka)Ke wbll feactn in it, when he 
hdSif^ni^e erlutinte the countriea which 

had been taken from hie IbUtert drove them quite out, and re- 
covered all the province* Udiidi had fermei^ bdonged to the 
J^igdom of the Tlide he hdd under /Mxinder th» 

Gnaty whom he affiflied aeainft the Ptrfiam | but, upon that 
prince’* dead), he marobed agonft LyfilMcbm at dre head of 
twenty thouliuid foot, and e^ht thou^d horfe } prolefting, 
that he would notfubmit to die divifidH which the captain* of 
JUxander had made. He engaged Lyfimachm twice : in the 
firft batde, no confiderable ^vantage was gained on either 
fide} hut, intheiecond, for wasWrdlv routed, and hi* ' 

army cut ih pieces *. He died foon after din ovetduoW, and 
was fiicceeded by his brodwr Aritpharnesy who having, on his Ario^iar- 
acoeflion to the throne^ efpoufod the caufe Bumtlut i^nftnes. 
Satjns king of Btfptrusy vras by the latter oveithrown, with 
the lols almoft of his v^ole army ^ s which fo grieved him, 
that he died foon after. 

Next to him reigned Seutbes IV. who, as We read in Livy^ Srudies 
* was attacked in the heart of hts dcHiiiiiions by PlxHp the ladter IV. 
of Ptrfety and by that prince reduced to great fbeignts, having 
loft PUltppopoUsy and ihveral other ftrong-holds 8. Seutha was 
filcceedea by U. who joined Ptrfes againft t le RtmOnsy Cotys II. 
affiiUng him vrith a body oi a thou&na choim horfe ; but Et^ 
nunes king of Perganm havi^ ftirred up aeainft him a ncigh- 
hounng prince named AiUiiisy Sind fait a oody of troops into 
hit dominions, under the coiiuiiand Cf Ctrraiusy one of his ge- 
nerals, Cttis was oidiged to leave Ptrftty and haften to the 
defence of his own kuigdoei. As he hraever betti feithfid to 
Ptrftsy and almoft the only aUy on'tshobihecoald depend, the 
king of followed him in perfon, put the Ptrgamans 

and Xbraciaxfy who inlefted his temtorim, to ftigbt, retookfhe 
cides he had loft, aadreftored trsa^iUity to his dominions. 

Pn^tty tmios parting with Cetys to return to Maudexy d^- 
hi^ two hundred talents ainong the Hftradansy who had 
ferved under ham^the laft campi^ } but as thik was oi^ fix 
months pay, whetoM he had proimfed a whole year’s,’ 
taking it amife that his men Ihould be dius defrauded cd what 
wBstheir due, refill V6 afflft him the enfuing year ; and no 
fooner heard he was defeated and taken by fbe Ramansy than 

> t* 

* ,4£6CBYii.»de ftlT. legate Diodor. Sicvl. tYvili. Curt. 

1* Ri. ; ^ Diooor. Sxcvif 1. XRe < 9 Liv. 5* 1* u- & 

dead. 4 . 1 . ix. 

he 



he ibit embafladors to Jltme to cotimtulat^ the fenatew ^ 
iueeeu of their am^, and excufe hisloining Pti^s, 
bafliuloTS were received very kindly by die rault^ and the 
Thradan hoftages that had been taken* tc^edier with Ptffift 
leftored to them without raiilbm C«tft was fucoeedied hf 
iKcgylis. DiegyUsi who having led a body of TUrradani to the affiftance 
of PruftaSi his Ibn-in-law* was defeated and taken prifoner by 
Sothy* Attalus * j and this is alb we know bf him. ScthpmSy the fdn 
asus. of DitgyUSf reigned at the time of the fbdal war, or wjur 
between Rame and hit liaSan allies. Thde domeftk divifions 
he improved to his advai^ge, invading Greeut and laying wafle 
Mactdm ; whence he Rmimed with an immenfe booty } but 
was at laft overcome, and obhj^ to abandon the countries he 
had poflefled himfdf o^by £ Smtius^ pnetor of Mactdm 

thefonof StWymusy fucceeding his father, enWed 
into an alliance widi Ronu^ and prevailed upon Pifo^ proconful 
of Miitdotiy by a prefent of three hundred talents, to put to 
death Rabocentus kiqg of the Bejfty and beftow part of his do- 
minions on him. In the civil war of Ramt^ he fent five hun- 
dred horfe to the affiftance of Pempey *. Cicero and Cetfar call 
Sdales. him Cottus ; but Lucan Cetisto. His fbn Safalety after his death, 
followed the fame party, and had ^eat fhare in the flgnal victory 
which was gained over L. Caffius Longinus. He diftinguifhed 
himfelf in the battle of PbarJaHa ; but, neverthelefs, was par- 
doned by Cafar. He died not long before die batde of Pbi~ 
Uppif and left his kingdom, as he had no chfldren, to the people 
of Rom } but M. Bruttfs feized it after CafaPs death » (D). 

Though he had bequeathed his dominions to the Ramans^ 
CbtysTV.y^ M. Brutus beftowra them on his brother Cs/yr } who. 
Rhyme- dying^foon after, left them to his fon Riymttaicesy who being, 
takes. at his father’s death, under-age, was carnully educated, toge- 
ther with his brother Rhafiiporisy by Rhymtakes their unde by 
the mother. Both brotlim fefved under liheriut Ih tile Pm- 

^ Liv.^decad. 1. ij. & V. Zona r. tom. ii. £vTRor.i.iv. 
Oros. I. iv. c. 20 . Hift. mifcel!. 1. iv. < Strabo, 1. »U. p. 372 . 
Val. Max. 1. ix. c. 2 . Oros. l.v. 0 . 18 ^ Hift. mii^. 

1. V. * Ctc. hi'Pifbn. ' Cats, de bell, civih 1. ft. Lvcau. 1. v. 
* Cic. Cizs. Lucan, ibid. • Djio, 1. ali.'m^Ririit Cses. 1. iit. 
de belli dvil. Lvcan.<1.v, < w . 

* I *' 

(D) Plutarch xBH/s us, tf^athe Writer him as dees 

was ftiil alive at'thc time td the aUb t but we have follow- 
batde of jfaim, wnd ftrved in ' cdt Ggffitrt .uftto gives hiBl ^e 
that war under ^rs«y (7). That namenf&^rs. 

ttom 



itlelSftoryifihxaix, 6i 

mmmww, aiidb^t|£reatfhaninthevidQrie»h6 gained orer 
to^arians. ut . > 

UroM the d4am|^>JSfyfR<Ai4:«r» /(ugufiut divided his Idne- 
dom betnreen BJkaJtiyfris his brother, and C^fjo his fbn. ui Rhafdpo* 
this partition, the aties and countries bordering upon Gr<«r<ni md 
fidl tpCetp$, and the mountainous and barren provinces to CotysViii 
Shajiiporis j who thereupon, invading his nephew’s domi- 
nions, ieized the moft fruitful parts of them for hunfelf. Cetys, 
thus provoked, raiied a powerful arnir ; but while the two 
princes were ready to take the field, Tiberius^ who had fuc- 
ceeded Augujlus in the empire, difpatraed melleneets to thenr* 
ordeiit^them to lay down thrir arms, and trier tnedecifion of 
riieir diSerences to toe arbitration of ^e Rman pecple. Catfs 
forthwith difmified his army ; and, at the requeft of Rhafeiperist 
came to an interview with him } vriiere he was treatoeroufly 
feized, and loaded with chains, Rhafciporis pretending that he 
had formed a defign of feizing him. When news of toefe pro- 
ceedmgs were brought to Tiberius difpatched meflengers 
to Rhafcipmris, bjoming him to fend Catys to Romet and to 
appear himfelf inperfon before the fenate, to give an account 
of the whole matter } fince neither he, nor the Iwate, could pro- 
nounce fentence without hearing the caufe. Hereupon Rha- 
caufed Cotys to be murdered j giving out, that he had 
laid violent hands on himfelf. This Tiberius teigned to believe } 
but, however, infifted upon the king’s coming to Rme ; which 
he rcfufing to do, Tiberius preferred to the government of 
which bordered on the country of the Odryfa., Pom~ 
ptmus Fhsecusy an intimate fiiend of the king's, who having 
treacheroufly drawn him into the Roman territories, caufed him 
to be feized, and fent to Rassuy where he was acculed by the 
wife of Cotys ; and, being convidled of the oimes laid to his 
charge, condemned to exSe, and fent to Afeseaniria. He was 
fbon ater put to death by an order from Tiberitssy for attempt- 
ine to fly from the place of his banilhment This prince is 
cafied, oy Dio Cajj^usy RkaftipoUs ; by Tatitusy Riejeupais » 
by VoBeiusy Rhafe^Hs, > , 

Upon the banilhment of Rhafdporhy rite kingdtmi was di- 
vided between RittneteUes his fon. Who had oppofed ail his Rheme- 
lather’s meafures, and the fons of C^s, As thefe were minors, talce>. 
Trebellienus Rufus vm apimiiyied their guardian, and charged 
vririi the adminiflrariqn. The Ions of C^s having, hy feme 
means or otlier, difo|)%ed the emperor Ce^ulfly were by him 
driven out of their kingdom j. which waa confeixed upon Rhe- 

* Taoitvs, annal. 1. ii. Svgr. in Tiber. Dio, L zUv. 
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wfcp, bjrthisinaans, 
the countries that had erer belonged t5 
this time we find no meoeion mate 
of Vift0jhn2 whoi es m lead in ^ 
country to a province. ^ ^ 

Aato^ Tf^M focalledy becaM& every manatnomthe^ 

wa$ a lav to hioit^) inluddted the moft rocky and 
places of Thf0ce^ hdng iepaiated from Ma^ by^ mount .fM- 
luei r. HirodHus caSathem fometime^ Mtmrn^ and 
times S0tr4t K They 'werei according to that writer, ihe mod 
ga lant and warlike m(de of all Thrai^* They wei| 
^raid even to engage ji^andtr \ and, oc(^on, 

haved with extraordink^ valour ; butTOir anny was cut in 
pieces, their baggage talm, and their lyiyes ^ ddldren made 
priipners* After tlte overairdw they iUbmitted to^ the con- 
queror ; who, to pr, event them from revolting in his abf^ce, 
along with him into all the chief men of their nation % 

They ferved unde^ l^erjes agau^ Ae Romms \ but, how- 
ever, were allowed to live accbrding to their own laws till the 
re^n otV^p^fim^ who made their countiy part of the pro-* 
Crobyzi. Vince of TJwr/, Tht£!f^hpd poflefled that |part of Thrace 
^ * which lay bctffite^ the fea. They 

are mentioned by Hir^tHus “ and Athinaus ; the laft writer 
telfing us, that they had kings of their own ; and, amongft 
otters, one who Vas one of the moft wealthy an| 

comely princes of his age v. 

The Mmdi inhabited that part of Tbraa which bordered 
upon and are mentioned bv moft of ^eantimts; 

namely, by ThucydiJis^^ Pbstareby^ Vigitius *, Pliny^, Livy ^9 
Siefhmm^ &c« who idl tdl us, that they were a bravje and 
galWt nation,, to all manner of effoninacy, 'and 

"HicirwarlUfe temper «vooc-^ 
Cafton to poets to fid^, on>f^itius obferves S tiia^ Mars9 the 
gpd ofiWW, wasfaOm k «their country. Ilowever, they 

b»it 

me yoke while he was employed agsinft did g --—* 
we» unmy fnbdiiedrJiif^Qn yhoi 


Mcsdi. 





,Di.C4.k 


* Athbu. 1. XU. C. 'Kxitj 
PioL • VxoXT. 1. i. alt. 
decad. 3. 1. vi. 
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ciKrTSKs-sa* 

• J„|r. f>tt. ^.iW. 

c Vtost. Ibid. ' * WSvMCH. in Aknad. 



*of^> wx^ I>eag<nte 4 « &r m 
''I^SdCfl ah[ iffllMB MTO »yrfaea8 jpoit Aeaclnil maan i aftd 
^)MVlii^<0jmE|9»lM3:96 liieiMiMwiiMratf t3i mtking> 
Iwq^ a jM8|m i iwben,«fa ey iwaf?*t hft, after 
ailMewinrf intii^^lSiSBC 8 db 7 d)eX<aw^ in tfae«aniulate of 
Olh Cmta'at. and C. SiriMtuu Tber yean before 


96^*“ Td the ftcrili^us connivanae of the Jhmaa 

afciibee the civu wan, and tlymany cafawMes whidi 
liW Idng afterf^iUpon^e/nr C 

'TlhB«oiuitt7>of the^ict I117 between dw riven M&ismiSfptj. 
bortei^ on the golf^of on ikeChrjfmtftUt 

oi^ the Prafm^ The Sapai were governed bf their own 
idnek. 'Iho^ whoft names haverearaed us, ate, Qlerutt Ti- 
metbeuSf Rhafttp^f^ Itbafins., and Crtfs. QUw gave Ins 
daught^^ffiriv^^ in marri^ to the ieceM efthis 

name (E). 

Tlmatbtus u%aentioncd by Ammianus ManAluuttt as reav- 
ing in d]us part of Tbran i but neither he, nca* otha writen, 
give us any account of his afiions. Mhafaa 

reigned n^any years, or rather ages, after Okntt f that is, in 
the*tiine of the civil wars between ^/ar and Pmb*j i but as 


we'are quite in the dark, the works of CaU^lmm and Stctvtetf 
who wrote a patticubr and diftind account of the aftain of 
T%ni(e^ as Plutarth infbims us ■, having been long fince loft. 
Rhafiipolis and Rkaftus, in the civ^ wtus, Tided wro Ptmpeft 
and afterwards with Brutta } but briug ^paxdoned by Qifa- 
•viams'f aflifted Anttfny with ihm dsiliftnd horfe, tlU he ftsU out 
vrith OBmiiantUi whentbey both dyeiatpd £u ^ laftw. Cttys 

• liiv. deoad. g. 1 . vi. ^ Polyb. i, ul» 4 >*N.<iii Ifiyric. 

' Ae»taH.iUd. f PivY. japanO. ' i 


> 1 • 

«> ftiis O/wpu was «^fi|yHStisw(lphkttbjrihis 



Yit(0mihpmgnix isfftdedw^tijvlQ(i|bad< open him 
fttAitoM, utri'licb hi aatetedi^riiwili^^ 

Mt sndhMitaij^ ftity ddft^asrid^.'' ’ * 

»» Cifna, ( 9 ) ttMj, /. a., (,) PAf, tM. ( ») Ck 


was 



Cdcts. 


yif» Ae Ton one ef libeie 
l^|<iom, and enjoyted it dfT^e ktti^l 
imu/f Dthen fie wes treacheroufly 
jeds, and lib kin^om teduced to 
The CfJIfta inhabited part of mouin 

^ ■ . ■ * ate ■■ 


timt. and part w 

iLaalteJ. > r 


mount Rhodfipi\ mid are called by * die moft^iav^^of 
all Thradani. Livy telU u$, that they upon Cn. MifmSf 


corded of them in hiftoiy. ' 

JSf^s of Th£ Thtmun Chef^nefus had likeixdre its own kings $ 
the Thra- among whom mention is made of Ppfynmffitr, Buftrus^ and 
dan Cher- Pdymnejiinr ifiarried Ilione the daughter of king 
foneTus. Priam \ an4» after the deftru^on of Tny, treaiweroufly mur- 
dered Polydorusj who had hccfi fent by his father Priam to be 
brought up athis court) as In a place of fafa^ ^ (F). 

E^trus and Acamat are mentioned by tionur ^ ; and the 
latter laid to have led a body of Utradam to the relief of 
Trey \ during the (lege of which city, he wm tilled by Ajax» 
His daughter ActU married Oemus^ a Thejfalian^ by whom (he 
had CyzicuSf who built the famous city bearing his name ^ (G). 

chap. 


^ 4^riAK 1. w, de bell, civil. Dio, 1. xlvii. Lucak* 1«v. 
CjBS. de bell, civil. 1. iii. * Plin. 1. iv. c 7. ^ Li v. decad. 4, 

1. viit. ^ Plot, in psrall. Euripid. in Hecub. Virgil. 
iEneid. 1. iit v. 45, & fea« Ovid, n^etam. 1. xiu. Homer. 
Iliad. |.V & Sdioliaft. ApollokiI) p. 149. , 


(F) tlyginus tdls us, that with their ^quence and melody. 

dona beine Tent verv younginb and perfdmd them to exchange 
Vbrace^ mm his nw^broaght their ^ercenels for a fociafa|e lim^ 
him up as the fod KjtPdymofiw^\ and peaceful manners; nay^ great 
and mat not Peijdttmsi^ bet his part of Grtect was andently j|6o- 
ownfoni)pq(<h'4u#Waiaiafd[e^ pled by Thradans. 7ereus^ a 
by the crud Polynmtjtor. Jhradoftf governed at Da An in 

(G) JBefbtp we Pkeat^ where the tra^caL fiery 

m canm^ of Pmimela ProM was 

that m- eAwC. a body of 

ddited to file the qm to 

polite arts thst floudffiM^afaonl m ttotfcmi thk^ves of that 
them; for OMndf Um^ Afa- slhsid, . Of the fame nadon 

wetf^W AoxUp TmIUtej, and 
Siredamj mmt ^ Ea- iS^rfa*aar,ijdmnmde the^^ 

Jhahitu ^ibnmi . ns who Hiafieis of Miaetia ; and giaaft 
eaanaed the inhabitants of Greece partpf^iajreiddf waslnlmted 

( 4 ) Bi^mh. m Hied. ' 

hf 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Tie Hijiory of the antient Kingdom of Epirus^ 


£ PI RUSy the antient kingdom of the Macula^ was at Name^ 
firft CTiW^A Epirus Dodonaay that is, the continent of thetuation^ 
Dodonaeans, or the continent inhabited by th^ Dodo- So:, 
naans^ and afterwards Epirus^ or the continenty without any ad- 
dition, that being the import of the Greek word Epeiros. Of 
the limits of tliis kingdom we have fpoken already *. It was 
antiently divided into three diftriits or provinces p namely, 
Chaoniay Thefprotiay and Alolojfts ; to which fome authors add 
Cajfopiuy Cajftope or Caftrincy and Pindus. Chaoniay the moft 
northern part of Epirusy was fo called from its antient inha- 
bitants the ChaoneSy who were dcfceiided, according to the 
fcholiaft of AriJiophaneSy from the Thracians ; according to 
JriJIotley from the Oenotriiy one of the moft antient nations of 
Italy, Cities of note, in this part of Epirus y were, according Cities of 
to Ptolemy y Oricuni or OricuSy fituated on the coaft of the Chaoniaj 
Ionian fea, at the foot of the Ceraunian mountains* It was 
^ founded, according lo Pliny by a colony from Colchis \ had 
a famous harbour, and was in the Roman times a place of great 
noJc, but of no ftrength, as wc read in Livy and CaJ'ar c. 

CaJJiopey or Cajfopey famous on account of ihe tvjnple o(Ju‘ 
piter Cajpus ; whence fome arc of opinion, that it borrowed 
its name. Torrentiusy and moft of the modern writers, con- 
found Cajfiope in EpiriiSy with another city in the ifland of 
Ccrcyruy bearing antiently tlie fame name This city was the 
metropolis of tlie province Caf hpiay or CaffiopOy which con- 
tained, according to Strabo"^ ccrA Pliny *, th»ee other fmall 
towns y to wit, Buchoctiumy Elatriay and Pandofia, The inland 
towns of Chaonia were, Antigoniay founded by Antigonusy 
FhaenLey Hetatompedumy Omphaliumy Elauiy and the Itrong 
town, or, as Pliny calls it g, caltle of Chimaruy much frequented 
on account of its hot baths. 


* Seevol. vii. p. 403. ^ PLiN.l.iii. 0.23. ® Liv. 

1 . xxiv. c. 40. C/Es. de bell, civil. 1 . iii. c. 7, 8. 15. ** Vide 

Jac. Palmerium, 1. ii. antiq. Grac. c. 4. ® Strabo,!- vii. 

p. 223. f Plin. 1 . iv. c. I. f Idemibid. 

by Fhranans^ under the com- llyle them Barbarians, fince to 
mand of the celebrated Eu?noL them chiefly they were indebted, 
)>«/ (5). It is not therefore both for the peopling and polifli- 
without the utmoft ingratitude ing of their country, 
and injufticc that the Greeks 
(^) Strabo, 



66 T'Jbe Hijl(ny of B.11: 

O/The- The moft remarkable cities in Tiejprctia^ vrhich lay be- 
fprotia. tween the Amhracian lake and the lea, were, Buthrotum^ 
Ephyra^ NicopoUs^ built by Augujlm after the ASiiac viftory, 
and called by Pliny a free city, and a Roman colony, Ma^ 
andria^ Cajlria^ Charadra^ and Amhracia, The latter city, 
which was one of the nioft confiderablc of Epirus^ flood not far 
' from the mouth of tlic river Araththus^ near the gulf to which 

it gave its n.ime. It was in the Roman times a place of great 
ftrength, as we have obferved in the hiftory of Gryece^ full of 
people, and about three miles in compafs. In antient times it 
was a free city ; but afterwards reduced by the /Eacida kings 
of Epirus^ who chofe it for the place of their rcfidcncc In 
procefs Sf time, the Mtoliam made themfelvcs maflers of it, and 
held it till they were fubdued by the Romans 
OfMO' Molojjis was an inland province, and , according to Sty&jr, 
lofllb. only forty fladcs or fui longs in compafs h It was called Mo^ 
lojfis from Moloffus the fon of Pyrrhus and Andromache^ and 
contained the following cities, Dodona^ Pajfaron^ Teemon^ Phy- 
lacc^ and Horreum. Dodona is placed by feme writers in 
^hefproiia and by others in MoloJJis *' ; but Straho ^ re- 
conciles thefc two oppotitc opinions, by telling us, that an- 
ticntly it belonged to Thefprotia^ and afterwards to MoloJJis ; 
for it flood on the confines of thefc two provinces. This city 
was once famous for the temple and oracle of Jupiter Do-' 
donevusy mucli fpokcii of by all the antient writers (A). The 

other 

Plin. J. iv. c. I. * PoLYB. legat. xxviii. Pomp. Mela, 
I. xi. c. I. Strabo, 1 . vii. p. 225. ^ Florus, 1 . xi. 0,9. 

Inv- 1. xxxviii. c. 6. * Scylax, in periplo. ^ Marcian. 

Capella, 1. vi. ^ P.WbAN. in Attic, c. 17. « Strabo, 

1. vii. p. 227. 

(A) The city of Dodo/ia is f^id piter and Europa. At the fame 

to have been built by Dtucalioiiy time Deucalion is faid to have 

who, in that univerfal deluge, founded a temple, which he 
retreated to this place, which, by confecrated to Jupiter ^ who is 
reafon of >.s height, fecured him from thence Ityled Dodoneeus. 
from the « aters. Hither refort- This was the firft temple of 
cd to him all thofe who had Grnie\ for the were an- 

rfcaped from the inundation, tiently reckoned among the 
Witii ilieffc he peopled his new- Greeks. But the oracle feems to 
built city, calling ij Dodona^ ac- have been a confiderable time 
cording to fonfc/* from a fea- before it ; for Herodotus ( i ) tells 
nymph of that name ; according us, that it was the moft antient 
to others, from Dodan the fon, of all the oracles of which 

us Dodom the daugliter, of Ju- could not be true, if it had not 

been 


(!) Umditt. L ii, r, 52. 55, 



C. vni. ne Hifiory «/Epirus; 

Other cities of MoloJJis contained nothing worthy of obfer- 
vacion. The kingdom of Epirus muft have comprehended. 


been before Deucalion's time ; for 
he, having cfcapcd the deluge, 
advifed with the oracle Themis 
on mount Parnajfns^ about the 
means he fhould ufe to repeople 
the country ; and the fiime oracle 
is faid to have belonged to the 
Earth and Neftunc^ before it was 
poflefled by Themis, Herodotus 
(2) gives us two accounts of the 
origin of this oracle ; in the firll:, 
which he received from the priells 
of Jupiter^ at 'Thebes ill EgVptj 
he tells us, that the Phfvniuans 
having carried away two prieft- 
elles from that place, and fold 
one of them in Libya^ and the 
other in (hreer, each of tliem efta- 
blilhed the firll oracles in tliofc 
nations, the one of Jupiter Am- 
the other of Jupiter Dodo- 
flams, '^riie other account was 
given him by the prieftclTcs at 
Dfdona^ and confirmed by all 
thofe who mini tired in the tem- 
ple ; That two black pigeons 
taking their flight from Thebes in 
Ej^ypt, one of them arrived in 
Libya ^ where flie commanded an 
oracle to be ere£led to Jupiter 
Ammon : the other came to 
Dcdomiy where Ihc perched on 
an oak, and admonilhed die in- 
habitants, with an articulate 
voice, to found an oracle in that 
place, in honour of the fame 
Jupiter. Afterwards Herodotus 
delivers his own opinion, rclaing 
to this fubjeil ; that, if the 
P haenicians did really carry away 
two women from Thebes^ and 
fell one of them in Libya^ and 
the other in Greece^ the latter 
was, in all likelihood, bought by 
the Thc/protians^ who inhabited 
that country, which, in his time, 

( 2 ) Herod'J, I, 'll. r, 52 . 55 , 

( 4 ) Traebin.w, 176 , 


in 

was called Hellas but formerly 
named Pdafgia ; where, during 
her fervitude, llie confccrated an 
altar to Jupiter under an oak, 
notliing being more natural than 
to fuppofe, that flic, who had 
been a pricflels of that god in 
^Ihehis^ would not be unmindful 
of his worfliip in another place. 
To confirm this conjedure, he 
adds, that dicfc two oracles had 
a near refemblancc to each other ; 
and moreover tells us, that, in 
his opinion, the two pigeons, or 
rather women, were faid to be 
black, becaiife they came from 
Egypt ; and called pigeons, 
becaufe they were barbarians 
or foreigners, and tlieir fpccch 
no more underllood than the 
chattering of birds ; but as 
foon as tiiey learned tl e Greek 
tongue, they were faid to fpeak 
with an human voice. Eufa- 
ihius gives two rcafons more for 
thia appellaiion (3), to wit, that 
they were called 7 or 

dovesy becaufe they made their 
predidions by tiic obfervation of 
thofe birds ; as thofe wJio made 
ufe of crows in divination, were 
named \ and, fe- 

condly, becaufe, in the MokJJian 
language, old women were llylcd 
TreA--/ I, and old men 
and that thofe prophcteires being 
old women, either by a millake 
of the woid, or a poetical equi- 
vocation, were called donies. 
tWhy old perfons fliould be thus 
termed, tiifi old fcholialt upon 
Sophocles informs us (4) : for 
the old prophetefles, fays he, 
were called ^ becaufe of 

their grey hairs. Ser^oius gii'cs 
another reafon for this appclla- 
( 3 ) Eujiatb, Qdyjf, X, />• 54 ^> " 4 .* 

F 2 tionj 
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in the Roman times, a great many cities, of which no men- 
tion is made by the antient hiftorians or geographers, if 

what 


tion (5) ; to wit, that, in the T^hef- 
falian tongue, the word -ZAttdi 
iignified both a dov’^e and a pro- 
phetefs. Others tell us, that, in 
the hieroglyph ical way of w’ritc- 
ing, by a black pigeon was 
fignified a widow, who remained 
unmarried till death. Some 
writers fay, that this oracle was 
founded by the Ptlrfgiansy who 
were the moll ancient of all the 
nations that inhabited Greece. Of 
tliis opinion is Straho (6), being 
led hereunto by Horner^ who be- 
llows upon the fame Jupiter the 
names of Dodontrtu and Pelaf gl- 
ens (7). The fame Straho re- 
lates another fabulous opinion, 
concerning the origin of thi:> 
oracle, out of Saitias^ Pbejjhhivi. 
That writer, Straho [S), to 
gratify the TheJ/kliasn nitli a 
new-invented fable, relates, that 
the oracle Dedoua was tranf- 
latcd out of Pelejglr, a cointry 
of Thejpfly, into Epirus^ being 
accompanied by a g]\.*at number 
of women, from whom the pro- 
phetefi’es in after-ages were dc- 
feended ; and that from them 
Jupiter received the appellatioji 
of Pelafglcus. The perfons who 
delivered the oracles, were at 
firll men, as Straho and Eujta- 
oblervc out of Uoniiry wdio 
calls them, in the mafculinc gen- 
der , and (9). 

The fame Straho tells us (i), in 
his defeription of Baroiuty that,, 
in after-ages, all thefe who con- 
fultcd the oracle,* received au- 
fwers from women, except the 
Baotiansy who had theirs from 


men ; and of this cullom he 
gives the following reafon : In a 
war between the Baotians and 
Pclafglansy the former, confulting 
the oracle of Dodona about tlie 
event of the war, received for 
anfwer, that ttieir enterprize 
(hould be crowned with fuccefs, 
if they acled wickedly. Here- 
upon the Bevci/aus, fufpeding 
that the prophetefs fpokc in fa - 
vour of the Pela/gians, feizeJ 
her, and threw her into the fire. 
7 ‘hofe who miniJlrcd 111 the tem- 
ple, immediately apprehended 
the Bcroilujis ; but, not thinking 
it law'ful to put them to deaili in 
fo facred a place, before they 
w'crc tried, and juridically con- 
demned, advifed tiicm to refer 
the matter to the two fuiviviig 
prophetefies. On the other hand, 
ilic Berotlaus alleging, that no 
laws in the world allowed wo- 
men to fit upon life and death, 
it was agreed, that two men 
Ihould judge them jointly with 
the two prophetefles. When the 
judges came to pronounce feii- 
tcnce, ilic Bfffotui?/s were found 
guilty by the women, and clear- 
ed by the men ; whereupon they 
were difmillcd without any pu- 
nilhment, as was ufual, when 
the number of voices was equal 
on both fides ; but on that occa- 
lion it was cllablilhed, that men 
only (hould give anfwers to the 
Baeotlam. The prophets of this 
temple were commonly called 
Tomuriy and the prophetefles 7o- 
fttur<r, from Tomurusy a moun- 
tain in Thefprotiay at the foot of 


(^) Sii'Vtui inFirg, cclofr, ix. wr. 13. ^6; Snaho, I, vii, (;) Hom» 

Iliad, *uer, 235 . ( 8 ) Straho, ibidy (9) Homer, ibid, (i) Strabo, 

/. IX. 


which 



C. VIII. ^ Kfiory of Epiros: i 

what Polybius^ as quoted by Strabo and after him Livy 
tells us, be true; to wit, that /Lmilius Paulus difmantled and 
plundered about feventy cities fubjecSt to the Epirots. Strabo ^ 
counts the Atbamanes^ Mthices^ Tymphm^ Orejia^ Parortcl^ 
Jtintams^ and Perrhoebi^ among the Epirotic nations ; but 
Pliny * and Livy * reckon the Aihamanes^ Tyh.ph^ei^ and 
Perrhcehi^ among the AitoUam. 

Is Chaonia were tht Ccraunian or Act oceraunian moun-Moun- 
tains, now monti della Chimera^ parting the Ionian and ddriatic^^^^^^* 
fcas, and fo called from their being frequently ftruck with‘^‘‘’''^» 
lightning. In Thcfproiia wc.rc the Acheriifian lake, and the 
river Acheron^ muen fpoken of by the poets. It had fpi 

ijccorjjng 

P Strabo, 1 . vh. p. 223. ^ Liv. 1 . xlv. c. 34. ‘ Strabo,. 

ibid. * Plin. 1 . iv. c. ii. ‘ Liv. 1 . xxxviii* fiib iuit. 


which flood the temple. Jn pro- was fiippofed to be inhabited by 
cefs of time, this w'ord came to the Dryades, and Sat\n\ 

be a general name for any pro- who, we are told, were often 
plict ; for thus expounds feen dancing under the lhadcs of 

it; and in this fenfe Lyiophron the trees. Ueforc lowing was iii- 
applics it to Prylis, the fon of vented, when men lived upon 
Mercury (2). acorns, thole of this wood were 

Near the temple was a facred in great requell, as appears from 
grove of oaks and beeches, whicJi the following vcrlcs of Firgil: 

Liber, lA alma Ceres, <veflro Ji ??iuncrc tcllus 
Chaoniam pingiii glandnn mutavit arijla (3 . 


And again in the fame book ; 

Prima Qcicsfirro mortales <vcrtere f err am 
Inftituit ; cum yam gla^ides atque arbuta faerce 
Dejicerent fylv^, £5f nji^um Dodona negaret (4). 


Thcfe oaks or beeches were 
faid to be endued with an human 
voice, and prophetical fpirit ; for 
which reafon, they are called 
/peaking and prophefying oaks, 
Argo^ the Ihip of the Argonauts^ 
wiiich was built with the timber 
of this wood, is feigned to hav^ 
been endued with tlie fame power 
of fpeech; whence Lycophron calls 
it AtfAntffoir Kio'O'uy, a chattering 


fnagpy (^). What gave occafion 
to this Sdion was, as fome wri* 
ters tell us, that the prophets, 
when they gave anfw er*), placed 
themfelves in one of thefe trees, 
fo that the oracle was thought to 
be littered by the oak, which was 
only pronounced out of its hol- 
low flock, or from amongll its 
hollow branches. Some are of 
opinion, that the oracles w^ere 


(2) Lyeofth, Caffani, •uer, 223. (j) Virgil, gterg, L i. vcr. 7. 

(±) Idtm fbid% vfr, 147, (^) Lycopb, Ctijfand, wr, 1319. 

^ Fa d<}livcr€(l 
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The Hiftory ^/Epinu.' B. II. 

according to Pliny o, in the above-mentioned lake, and 
emptied itfelf into the Amhracian gulf j but, according to 
Ptolemy,^ Straho^ and Thucydides w, it rofe in the country of 
the Molojfi^ and, pafling through the Acherufian lake, dif- 
charged itfelf into the Thefprotian bay. The rivers Aphas 
and Arachthus are mentioned by Livy as rifing in the fame 
country. The celebrated mount Ptndus parted Epirus and 
Thejfiily^ and was tlierefore, by fomc geographers, placed in 
Thejfaly^ by others in Epirus, The inland parts ot Epirus 
Were very barren, and full of forefts, but the coaft pretty 
fruitful. The horfes of this country were in great requeft 
among the antients, as were alfo the maftifFs of Molojfts^ 
Manners from thence called by tl)c Latins ^ Mohfft x. The Epirois 
of the ^«-were deemed a very warlike people, and generally behaved, 
habitants. ^ hiftory of their kings, with great gal- 

lantry i but continued in their former favage condition long 
after their neighbours were civilized ; whence the iflanders 
ufed to threaten their offenders, as we read in Athenaus 
with tranfport.'ition to the continent, namely to Epirus. 
Inhabit- This country was fir ft peopled by Dodanim., the fon of 
ants, Javwy and gi and fon of Japhet^ or at leaft by fomc of his 
pofterity, as Jojephus informs us * (Bj# 

The 

“ Plin. ^ Thucvd. 1 . ii. ^ Liv. 1. viii. c. 24. 

y Vide ViRG. georg. 1 . Hi. ver. 405. & SERViuMibid. Athen, 
1. ii. c. 7. ^ Joseph, antiq. 1 . Hi. c. 7, 

delivered from the branches of fays, that they were fo artificially 
the tree, bccaiife the prophetical placed about the temple, that, 
pigeons are reported, by Hcrodo- by ftriking one of tlicm, the 
ins, to have perched upon a found was communicated to all 
tree (6^ ; and the Icholiaft upon the reft. Thcfc kettles were 
Scphoclts tells us, that above the confccrated by the to 

oracle there were two pigeons (7). Jupiter Dodonaus, as Strabo in* 
Others are inclined to believe, forms us (9), About what time, 
that the oracles were uttered from or on what account, this oracle 
the holhw Hock, bccaufc the. ceafed, is uncertain; but the 
propheuib could beft be con- above-mentioned writer, who 
ccalcd there (8). 'I'he brazen flourilhcd under Augujlus, tells 
kettles of this place were no lefs us, that, in his time, the gods 
famous than the /peaking oak. .had deferted that and moft other 
Some writers affirm, and others Wades (i). 
deny, that they were made ufc (B) Eufebius fays, that Doda^ 
of in delive/ing the orades : nim firft fettled in the ifland of 
however that be. Demon in Suidas Rhodes \ and that fome of his 

(^) lUndct. ihii. r. 5<. <7. (7) Trachin, wr, (8) lUfiod. Eoa^ 

(9) Straboy A vii, (i) Idem ibid. 

defeendentSj 



C. Vni. f%e Hijiory ^Epirus. 71' 

The various nations we find mentioned by the mod 
antient writers, as inhabiting Epirus before they became one 
people, and were blended under the common name of Epirote ^ 
are, the Selli^ Chaonesy Molojfiy DalopeSy Parrv^siy Orejli^ 

Dry opes y HellopeSy JEnianeSy and Pclafgi (C). 

The form of government, which prevailed in Epirus 
was, without all doubt, monarchic; !, the whole country*?^'^'^'"* 
being divided into many fmall kingdoms, quite independent^^^^* 
of each other. Strabo indeed tells us, that firft the ChaoneSy • 
and after them the MoloJJiy were mafters of all Epirus ; but 
this, if true, muft have been in the moft early ages ^ for we 
find feveral kings mentioned by Ihrnery and other antient 
writers, as reigning at the time of the Trojan war ; to wit, 

AidoneuSy OrcuSy PhidoHy EchetuSy and Harpalicus, I'he 
other Epirotic nations continued for a long time to be go- 
verned by princes of their own blood ; but the Molojfi fell 
very early under the power of Pyrrhu^y a foreign prince, 
whofe defeendents were from him ftylcd PyrrhideCy and from 
his family /Eaciday they being the progeny of /Eacus Some 
of thefe petty kingdoms, in procefs of time, exchanged the 
monarchical for a republican form of government j for T/ju^ 
cydides ® tells us, that in his rime the Thefprota and Chao?ies 
wg-e governed, not by kings, but by annual magiilrates. 

JBut when, and on what occafion, this change happened, is 

^ Strab. 1. vii. ^ Thucyp. 1. ii, 

• 

defeendents, being ilreightened great difagrecinent among ae- 
there for want of room, paifed thors, whofe v.irious opinions it 
over to the continent, and fixed would be too tedious to relate, 
their abode in where they Wc fhall only obferve, that tJie 

built a city, calling it Dodonuy Stlli were, by profane authors, 
from their progenitor/)(7^/:/w/;//( 2). thought to liiive been the firll in- 
Jf the opinion of Eufildas be true, habitants of E^ims, and to have 
the Dodontvavs were originally miniltrcd in the temide of ]) .- 
Greeks, and not BarEnians, as don.i. y/(y;//<7* fpcaks of them as 
moll of the antients llylc them, priefts, li^'i^ig round the rhodc jf 
However, in procefs of time fc- the Pelafgiaii Jove king <;/'Dodo- 
veral barbarous nations fettled na ; that i% round tlie temple of 
among them ; and hence they Jupiter Dodontrus', and inlinuatcs, 
arc faid by Strabo {i), to have that they lay on tlic ground, and 
fpoken proniifcuoufly the Ian- ^ever walked their feet (4, ; 
guagcb of the Greeks and Bar- whence Strabo concludes, that 
harians. they were not originally Greeks, 

(C) But, as to the origin of but fprung from fome favage and 
thefe different tribes, there is a uiipolilhcd nation (5). 

(1) Euph. it! cl. rati, (t) Slrah. /.vii. (4) Ilnur, y', v. 2*;% 

\,S) Stral, ilid, 

• • F 4 what 
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what wc find no-where recorded. At the beginning of the 
Peloponnejian war, the Paravai and Orejii were ftill ruled 
by kings of their own nation ; the former by Antiochus^ and 
the latter by Orocdus, But the kingdom of the Molojfi foon 
cclipfed all the others, the Molojfian princes having fubjeflred 
the whole country, and united the many final! kingdoms, of 
which it confifted, into one, known to the antients by the 
name of Epirus, And this alone affords us matter for an 
hillory, there being nothing upon record relating to the 
others, but the names of fome of their kings, and a few fa- 
bulous accounts of their aftions ; for which we refer ouc 
readers to Hyginus and CyriUus it being beneath the 
dignity of hillory to take notice of them. 

Fyrrhus. Wk fhall begin the hillory of the k mgs of Epirus with 
Pyrrhus^ the fiill of the Aiacida^ who reigned in that coun- 
try, the times which preceded his reign, being overcall with 
an impenetrable mill, and the kings, wiio are fjppofed to 
have ruled over thf^MoIofft before hi.> arrival, more fpoken of 
by the poets than the lallorian*;. Pyrrhus was the fon of 
Achilles,^ by Deidaviia^ the da ughter of LyiOruedes king of 
the iflancl of ^c)rQs, Upon the death of his lather, who was 
killed at the fiege of Tr^y, he was prevailed upon by Dlome- 
des and Ulyjfcs to leave lus grandfather's court, where he had 
been brought *ip, and take upon him the command of the 
troops, which his father had led againll Troy, He dillinguilh- 
ed himfelf at the fiege of that city, if tlie poets are to be 
credited, by his brave and gallant behaviour ; and, after it 
was taken, killed old king Priam wirli his own hand ; threw 
AJlyanax^ the fon of PIctior and Andromache ,, headlong from 
an high tower ; facrificed Polyxena^ the daughter of king 
Priamy on the tomb of his father 5 and carried Andromache 
with him into Epirus^ where he fettled, by the advice of* the 
famous foothfayer IlelenuSj one of Pria?n^s Tons, with the 
Myrmidonesy who had ferved, during the Trojan war, both 
under his father and himfelf. He maintained himfelf in this 
new fet dement with the afiiftance of the Pelopiday to whom 
he was nearly related, againll the natives ; who, finding 
they could not drive him out, fubmitted at length, and ac- 
knowleged him for their king But his reign was not long ; 
for he had fcarce fettled the.afFairs of his new kingdom, 
when he was murdered by (Drejles in the very temple of 

^ Hygin, fab. 193. 252. * Cyrill. 1 . i. contra 

Julian. 


Delphi^ 
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Delphi^ for marrying Hermione^ the daughter of Alcnelaus^ 
wh(» had been betrothed to the (aid Or^y?^j (D). 

His body, by command of the oracle, was buried in the 
temple where he had been murdered ; but no honours were 
there paid to him till the irruption of the Gauls ^ w hich hap- 
pened many ages after, when he is faid to liavc appeared 
among other dead heroes, and to have, with his ghaftly looks, 
ftruck great terror into thofe facrikgious Barbarians. From 
that time he was hoiu.urcd with yearly ficrifices, and folcmn 
fports, exhibited at his tomb The Pyrrbica^ a kind of 
tournament, or dance in am our, was fo called hum J}jm, be 
having firft ufed it round the tomb of his father AihilUs^. 
Pyrrhus had two wives, LanaJJ'a the daughter of ClcodauSy 
one of thedefeendents oi Hercules and the daughter 

of Meneiaus and Helena. By the latter he had no children ; 
but the former brought him three fons, Pyrrhus^ Alevas y 
and EthneftuSy and five daughters. By Andromache^ whom 
fonic count among his lawful wives, others arntmg liis con- 
cubines, he had likewife three fons, Mclojfus^ Pielus^ and 
AniphialiiS. Pyrrhus ^ his eldcft fon by Lanajjhy died in his 
infancy. Alevas was brought up by Peleus Jus great-grand- 
father, king of Phthia in Thejfalyy and by him appointed his 
heir and fucceflbr in that kingdom Eihnrjius lived in 
Thejfaly with his brother, and gave his name to the tribe of 
the Ethnejite mentioned by Siephanus b 

Molnjfus lived, after the death of his father, under the 
tuition of Hchnusy the fon of king Ptianiy on whom Pyrrhus 
had belhnvcd Andromache in marriage, and with her part of 
his kingdom ; having always ftiewii a great kindnefs, and 

^ Vide Ser. in ii. & Constant. Man ass, s Pimscian. 

1 . xiv. Pi.iN. 1 . vii. c. 56. & Eras MI chiliad. ^ Suidas 

voce Alcvada:. * Stephan, voce h 

(D) Some writers tell us, tliat, for Pyrrhus ^ furnanicd Ni?f'*clr- 
under pretence of confulting the had barhiiroin'ly inu\^. cd 

oracle of Delphi about his iffue king Prii^m at the altar of Jupi- 
by Hermioncy he attempted to ter ILrc/eus, and was himl'elf 
plunder the temple, and w'as, murdered at tlie altar of A polio 
in that attempt, killed by the Dilphicus. The furiiame of AVd?- 
prielts (6). His death gave rife 'yptolcmusy or the youuy^ nrurriovy 
to the proverb Neoptchmc re- was given hi^ij when he firft went 
QjengCy ufed by the antients, when to the fiege of Tt oy, he being 
one fuftered the fame evils which then very young. 

Jic had brought upon others ; 

(6) FifL’ Jcholijfi, Pindar, Virgil. uEneid, I, iii. v. 333, Gf ftq. Paufan. m 
'”■4 of, Eufef\ w ebr'ir.t 

particular 
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particular friendihip, for that prophet Helenus brought 
him up with all poilible care, and at his death, left him that 
part of the kingdom which had been given him by Pyrrhus, 
As Adohjfui died without children, he nequeathed the whole 
Piclus. kingdom to his brother Pielus ; for he had fuccceded his 
father Pyrrhus as well as Helenus (E). 

Jinphlalusy the third fon of Pyrrhus bv Andromache ^ fur- 
named Pergamus^\i2KcA over \v\to Afia with his mother 5 and, 
having there killed in Tingle combat Arias king of Teuthrania^ 
reigned in his ftcad, fixing the place of his refidence at Per^ 
ganiusy whence he was filled Amphialus Pergameus^ (F), 

Among the defeendents of Amphialus^ we find qi\g Praces 
mentioned by Paufanias”^^ who is faid to have founded a 
temple in honour of Achilles in Laconia^ whither the young 
men reforted to offer facrifkes to that hero, before they 
entered the lills in the public combats. 'Fhe five daughters, 
which Pyrrhus had by Lanajfa^ as wc have obferved above, 
were married, according to Jujlin ", to the neighbouring 
princes. 

'Fhe defeendents of Alevas reigned in Thejpily^ and arc 
faid by Herodotus ^ to have invited thither Xerxes king of 
Perftay and betrayed the country to him. When Alexander 
the Pherean attempted to make himfelf matter of all TheJJlily^ 
they had rccourfc to Alexander king of Macedon^ who allifted 
them with a powerful army, as we have related in the hiftory 
of Macedon^\ I'hey were at latt ftript of all their domi- 
nions, and the cities they pofleil’cd declared fjcc by Philip 
the brother of Alexander king of Macedon^ as wc read in 
JJlpianus^^ Diodotus Siculus'^, and Polyanus^, As to the 
immediate defeendents of Pielus^ wc arc quite in the dark, 

^ Pau.san. in Attic. Scholiall. Pindar, ^ Hygin. fab. 97. 

Pau^an. ibid. " Justin. I. xvii. 0 Herodot. 1 . vii. 
c. 61. P See vol. viii. p. 436. <i Ulpian. in Olynthiac, 

' Diodor. SicuL. 1 . xvi. ® Poly /EN. 1 . iv. 


(E) Some authors write, that rus were, by the mod antient 
Molojfus was fucceeded by his writers fometimes llyled Fieli^ 
fon; and that from him were d^e(j). 

defeended the JEacida or Pyr- (F) Paufamas will have the 
rhidis of Epirus : but we have fxity of Pergamus to have been 
followed Paufaniak, who tells us ^ fo called from him ; but is here- 
in exprefi terms, 6iat Molojfus in contradidled by mod of the 
died without children 5 was fuc- antients, who tell us, that this 
ceeded by his brother Pi€lus\ and city was built long before his 
that from him the kings of £//• time by the Myfians, 

(7) Pati[an% in Beectic^ 

both 
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bojth as to their exploits and lucceiTion, there being fcarce 
any mention made of them by the antients, till the time of 
the fian war, when Admetus reigned in Epirus ^ and was 
maftcr of the greateft part u\ that country (G). 

Admetus reigned, as we have hinted above, * ^ Admetus. 

when Xerxes invaded Greece^ and refufed to join cithfT party. 

Upon the defeat of the Perjians^ he courted the fiiendfhip of 
the Athenians^ offering to enter into an alliance with the re- 
public ; but his propofals were, at the inftigation of The- 
mijhcles^ reje<Sled with fcoin, becaufe he had not lent them 
any affiftaiicc againft their common enemy. Notwithfland- 
iiig the ill offices done him on this occafion by ThejniJioclcs^ 
he afterwanls received him, when banifhed from his own 
country, with great marks of friendfliip and eftcem ; refufed 
to deliver him up to the Athenians and Lacedesmonians^ though 
threatened with war ; and plentifully fupplied him with money 
and other neceflaries, on his leaving Epirus to pafs over into 
AfiaK 

He was fuccccded by TharymbaSj the only child he Iiad byTharym- 
his wife Phthya ; but, as this prince was very young at hisbas, 
father’s death, he was, by adeciee of the people, put under 
,the tuition of Sahylintbusy a man of great diftinftion in his 
country, and of an unblemiftied charaftcr. Sabyliuthus at- 
tended him to Athens j wlirrc he applied himfclf with great 
tarneftnefs to the ftudy of polite literature ; for he was 
reckoned one of tlie moft learned princes of his age, and is 
faid to have bgen the flrft who introduced and encouraged 
learning among the Epirots his fubjefts. He likewife made 
many wife and wholfome laws, and is, on that account, 
reckoned by Plutarch amongft the antient lawgivers (H). 

• Thucyd. 1. IV. Diodor. Sicul. 1. xvi. Aristid. in orat. 
pro quatuor viris. Scholiaft. Pindar. 


(G) Antoiiius Lilrralis indeed 
names the following interme- 
diate princes ; to wit, Driusj Mu- 
nichus, Aphidas, GenouSy and Al- 
ton : blit upon what authority we 
know not. 

(H) He is mentioned by Plu- 
tarch^ Thucydides, Paufanias, and 
Jujiiny under the following 
names, Tharrytas, ^fharyps, T^ha- 
r^us, ArymhaSy and Tharymhas, 
The Chaonesy who had been for- 
merly fubjedt to the MoloJJian 

(8) 7bucyd^ /• ii. 


kings, were, in the reign of this 
prince, as we read in Thucycii- 
dcs[%)y fubjeft to no king, but 
governed by their own laws and 
magilfrates ; the Mohjiam and 
the Aiititanians alone acknow- 
legcd Tharymbas for their king, 
•the feveral other nations of Epi- 
Xrj having oitli^r their peculiar 
kings, or beitig free from all 
fubjeflion, as is evident from the 
above-mentioned writer ( 9 ). 


( 9 ) Tbutyd^ tW* 


Ahetat 



Alcetas. 


Neopto 

lemus. 


Arybas. 


Alexan- 

der. 


Tajfes 
9 ver into 
Italy. 
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Alcetas is the next king of Epirus we find mentioned in 
hiftory ; he was driven from the throne by his own fubje£fs ; 
on which occafion he fled to Dionyfius tyrant of Syracufey 
by whom he was aflfifted with a body of Illyrians y who re- 
placed him on the throne, after having overtlirown his re- 
bellious I'ubjecSfs in a pitched battle. His dominions were 
foon after invaded by Jafon of Phera ; but having, by means 
of Timothensy prevailed upon the Athenians to enter into an 
alliance with him, thinking it advifcable not to provoke 

fo powciful a republic, withdrew his forces from EpiruSy 
and fufFered Alcetas to fpend the remainder of his reign in 
peace 

Alcetas was fucceeded by his Ton NeoptolemuSy who, find- 
ing that his brother Arybas began to raife difturbances, and 
dreading the confequences of a civil war, took him of his 
own accord for his partner in the kingdom. Upon the death 
of Neoptolemus (for we are intirely in the dark as to the 
particulars ol his reign) Arybas remained foie matter of the 
kingdom, which, contrary to the expe*6lation of his fubjedls, 
he goveined with great prudence, equity, and moderation. 
H e was an encoura;c; of learning, and (hewed great favour 
to fuch as excelled in any branch of polite literature. To« 
him XenocrateSy the Chalcedonian phiiofopher, dedicated^ as 
Laertius informs us four books, which he wrote on the 
art of reigning. He brought up, with great care, his 
brother’s children, to wit, Alexander y Neoptolemus y Arybas y 
Troasy OlyrnpiaSy and Cadmia ; and married his niece Olym^- 
pias to Philip king of Macedon, who had by her Alexander the 
Great, At his death, which happened after a reign of ten 
years, his nephew Alexander y whom Gellius calls MoloJfuSy 
was raifed to the foie pofleflion of the throne, by the favour 
of Philip his brother-in-law, who gave him in marriage Cleo-- 
pair a y his daughter by Olympias i fo that Alexander was alfo 
fon-in-law to Philip, 

Not long after the acceflSon of Alexander to the crown of 
Ef irui^ Arcbedymas king of Lacedamon being killed in fight- 
ing for the Tarentini againft the Lucani and Brutiiy the for- 
mer invited Alexander into Italy to their afliftance. The 
king of Epirusy proniifing hi: ifelf nothing lefs than the fub- 
duing of the weft with as-much rapidity as Alexander the 
Great his nephiew and brother-in-law had begun to conquer 
the eaft, readily clofed with the propofal j and, having made 
a defeent at Pajiuniy a maritime city near the mouth of the 

“ Idem, I. hi. Pau.san. in Bcjeotic, DiQDOr. SlCUI^. 1. xvi. 

Laertius, in vitphilofoph, 

4 . 
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river Sibarus^ reduced feveral cities of the Lucani and Brutiij 
and became formidable to all the eaftcrn parts of Italy. The 
Romans being at that time employed in fupprefling the revolt 
of the Latinby and not caring to engage in a war with two 
fo powerful enemies at once, entered into an .1 ’iance with 
the Epiroty as did alfo the Metapontini and Pedkuliy after 
he had gained a fignal viftory over the united forces of the 
Brutii and Lucani. The luccefs whicii attended his arms in 
the two firft campaigns, made him believe, that he Ihould 
reap as great an harveft of glory in Sicily y Italy y and Africa^ 
as his nephew was reaping in Perfiay and the reft of Afta ; 
but the unhappy prince lolt his life, where he hoped to have 
inlarged his conquefts. 

This memorable event is thus related, and no doubt 
blended with many fables, by the TiVifi Latin hiftorians *. 

Before Alexander left Epirus y fay they, he confulted the cele- 
brated oracle of Dodona about the fuccefs that was to attend 
him during the remaining part of his life. The god returned 77r ac- 
him this anfwer ; to wit, that the waters of Acheron would 
prove fatal to him ; and at the fame time admoniflied hirn''^-^^^ 
to avoid the city of Pandofiay left he fliould there finifli 
• days, Acheron was a river of Epirus y and Pandejia a city 
the, fame country: Alexander therefore, not knowing that 
in the country of the Brutii were a river and a city 
bearing the fame names, willingly complied with the invita- 
tion of the Tarentiniy and left his own country, fearing it 
might prove fJtal to him, to make war in that of the Brutii. 

As he was fully perfuaded, that his life could be in no danger 
there, he expofed his perfon to the greateft dangers, took 
feveral cities, namely Heracleay Cofentiay Sipontimy Terinuy 
See. and fent above three hundred hoftages to Epirus y all 
chofen out of the beft families of the places he had con- 
quered. Having overcome the Brutii and Lucani in a I’econd 
battle, to reduce their country the fooner, he divided his 
army into three bodies, polling them on three hills divided 
by deep valleys, and fending out from thence numerous parties 
to ravage the neighbouring countries. One of thefe valleys 
was waftied by the Acheron^ on the banks of which flood the 
fmall city of Pandofta. While Alexander continued in this 
camp, the valleys were, by fuj^en rains, laid under water, 
which broke oft' the communicaHon betwec|i*the three bodies 
of the king’s forces. The enemy laid hold of this favourable 
opportunity to attack firft the two pofts, where the king was 

* Diodor. SicuL. 1. xvii. Strabo, I. vii. Pausan. inBjeot. 

Liv, l.viii. c. 24, QrqsJ, vi. Pavl. Diac. hill, mifccll 

• not. 
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not, and which, by rcafoii of the inundation, he could not 
any ways ailift. I'hefe two bodies beir g, without much ado, 
defeated, and put to flight, the Brutii and Lucani, without 
lofs of time, furrounded, with all their forces, the hill on 
which the king himfelf was encamped. His guard confifted 
of two hundred Lucani^ who, being driven from their coun- 
try, had fled to him for refuge. Thefe wrote to the gene- 
lals of their nation, promifing to deliver up to them the 
king of Epirus dead or alive, provided they would receive 
them into favour, and futfer them to return to their native 
country. The propofal was accepted, and the traitors only 
waited for a favourable opportunity to put their treachery in 
execution. As Alexander was a prince of great courage and 
xefolution, in fpite of all oppofition, he forced his way 
through the enemy’s army, killed one of their generals with 
his own hand, and, having with a fmall attendance made his 
cfcape, and gained a neighbouring wood, he took his route 
from thence to the river, the name of which he knew not, 
with a defign to break down the bridge after he had croll'ed 
it. But, finding the bridge carried away by the violence of 
the inundation, he threw himfelf into the river on horfe- 
back, when one of the Epirots^ who attemicd him, feeing 
him in danger of being drowned, cried out, Curfed Acherpn, 
thou art jujily called by a fatal name ; for the Greek word 
Acheron^ fignifies a torrent of grief. At tliefe words Alexan^ 
der remembering the anfwcr of the oracle, and fearing his 
fate approached, began to hclitale, being in fiifpenfe whether 
he lliould go quite crofs the river or no. While he was thus 
wavering, one of his attendants cried out to him, Hajien^ 
betrayed prince ^ hajlen to the oppoftte hank j the Lucani, your 
guards feck to dejiroy you. At thefe words the king turning 
about, and feeing the Lucani ready to fall upon him, drew 
his fword, and made what haftc he could to reach the bank, 
which he had already gained, when one of the traitors, dif- 
charging a dart at him, killed him on the fpot. His body 
fell int,.* the river, which carried it to the enemy's camp, 
Jdis body where it was ufed with all the indignity which rage and re- 
ill ufed Avenge could fug^eft. After they had barbaroiifly defaced it, 
cut it in two, fending oi e part to Cofentia^ and fetting 
up the other as a mark forythe foldiers to difeharge their 
arrows and darts &t. At llmgth a woman, whofe husband 
and children had been taken by Alexander^ troops, in treating 
the foldiers, with tears in her eyes, to give her the fcattered 
remains of the unhappy prince, fince flie could cafily purchafe 
with them the redemption of her husband and children ; that 
part of the body, which the foldiers polTefled, was delivered 

to 
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to her, and conveyed by her means iirft to Metapmtum^ and 
from thence removed to Epirus^ where they were coniigned 
to Cleopatra and Olympias^ the former the wife, the latter 
the fiftcr of the deceafed king. All the antients fpeak of this 
prince as no ways inferior, either in courage or condudl:, to 
his nephew Alexander the Great 3 but he had the misfortune 
to engage, on his fir ft fetting out, with nations inured to the 
toils of war, and no Icfs brave than his own Epirots : whence 
he ufed to fay, that the country, which he propofed to con- 
quer, was inhabited by men, whereas the provinces his 
nephew Alexander went to fubdue, were peopled by women 
only r. Thus he ftyled the effeminate nations of Afia^ which 
the Adacedonian had fubdued (I). 

Alexander was fuccccded in the kingdom by JEacides^ thc.£acides. 
fon of Aryhhas or Atybas^ and grandfon of Alcetas. This 
prince, efpoufing the caufe of Olympias againft Cajfandcr^ 
raifed a powerful army, with a dehgn to relieve her wJiilc 
befieged in the city of Pydna. But, having on this occafion 
forced many of his fubje£ts into the fervicc, much againft 
their will, they began to mutiny in the camp, cfpccially 
after they found all the pafles leading to Pydna feized on by 
Atarchias^ CaJfandePs general. Hereupon Macides^ being 
refolved at all events to attempt the relief of Olympias^ dif- 
baAded all thofe who feemed unwilling to follow him in this 
expedition, and taking with him fucli only as fhewed them- 
fclves ready to run the fame rilk with himfelf, he advanced 
toward Pydna^^ but he had fcarcc left EpiruSy when ihofc he 
had fent back revolted from him, and, drawing their fellow-^ 
citizens into the fame revolt, declared, by a common decree 
of the ftate, that /Eacides had forfeited the crown, banifhed 
him the kingdom, and entered into an alliance with CaJJan- 
der. This, as Diodorus Siculus obferves, was the firit re- 
bellion that had happened in Epirus y from ilic time that Neo- 

y Aul. Cell. 1 . xvii. c. 21. 

(I) Orojius (1) tells 11% that more agreeable to the wickednefs 
he was killed by the Scimuitcsy of thofe times, than to the laws 
while he was making the necef- of nature, '■[htuiclis wrote a 
fary preparations for a war with panegyric on this king, as Suidas 
Rome ; and adds, tJiat he was in ^informs us ; he is alfo mentioned 
fuch favour with his bro- 'XSy DemoJihcfi^^z)j and extolled 
thcr-in-law, as made the world as an able and experienced com- 
believe,that the inclination w'hich mander by all the antients who 
that prince had for him, was mention him. 

( 2 ) Dett^bm, in crat> de Ua 'ionsfi/m. 

ptolemus. 
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piokmus^ the fon of Achilles^ had reigned there 5 the kingdom 
having ever before defcended by right of fucceflion from 
father to fon Cajfander immediately difpatched Lyftfcus 
into Epirus to take upon him, in his name, the government 
of that kingdom, injoining him to ufe the natives with all 
poffibic moderation. However, the Epirots were foon re- 
conciled to their king, and, recalling him from banifhment, 
replaced him on the throne of his anceftors ; which he did 
not long enjoy, being killed the fame year in a battle fought 
with Philip the brother of Cajfander 
Alcetas Upon Ids death, the crown was conferred upon Alcetas 
his brother, who had been baniflicd by his father Aryhas on 
account of Ins violent temper. As he was an inveterate 
enemy to Cajander^ Lyftfcus^ Caffandcr^s general in Acar?ia- 
7iia^ m irchcd with an army into Epirus^ hoping, as the affairs 
of tliat kingdom were not)ct well fettled, to depofe him. 
Alcetas^ hearing of the enemy’s inarch, difpatched two of his 
fons, Alexander and Tcuccr\ into all the provinces and cities 
of hi> dominions, to raife what torccs they could ; and in the 
mean time iniiched out htinfelf, with the few troops he had, 
to make heail againif Lyffcits^ whom he found encamped at 
Cajnpia, Lyfjeus^s army was fir more numerous than 
rlic king’s, they Icll upon him before iic had time to fortily 
luo camp i and obliged him, after he iud been aband<jiied. by 
Jiioif of iiis troops, to fhut liimfelf up in the city of Enry- 
7nenas^ whore he was clofely befiegeJ. But, in the lO'Mn 
Drftnts time, his {on Alexandtr 'jixxwmg with powerfiV* fuccoiU'^, a 
Lyfifcui. sharp ^ngagoment enCued, in which gieat numbers of Ay- 
fifcus\ men were cut off, and amongftthe others Micylh^ a 
commander of great reputation, Lyjandcr the /// avwAv?/, :'i- 
vernor of Lcucadla^ and many othc^ per Tons of diftiiivSlion. 
A few days after this vidlory, Dinias brought new fuppiic'; 
for Lyftfcus ; whereupon a fecund battle being fought, 
Alexander imilTciicer^ with their Wilber Alcetas^ were forced 
to fa VC ihemfelvcs by flight, and abandon the city of Eury- 
menus t*- the enemy, who plundered and rafed it to the 
h in his ground. Cajf aider ^ upon the news of the defeat of his 
turn de- forces, not having received any intelligence of the victory 
rented ly they gained afterwards, hafleird into Epirus to fuccour his 
him. general ; but, being informetL on his arrival, of the fuccefs 
liut had attentk(l-him in tln/fecond engagement, inflead of 
purfuing the war, he thought it advifcable to enter into a 
ticaty with the Epirots and having concluded a peace upon 
lionourable terms, he withdrew his troops, and reftored 


? Idem ibid. 
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tranquillity to the kingdom of Epirus. ^Icitas^ beingttlius dif- 
engaged from fo troublefome a war, began to cxercife, as he 
was a prince of a moft tyrannical temper, all forts of cru- 
elties over his fubjefts ; which fo provoked them, that, 
having made a general infurre^tion, they murdered both him Hr is ?nnr» 
and lijs children 

Alceta^ was fucceed by PyrrhuSy a prince of great fame inpyrrhus 
hiftory. He was the foil of MaetdeSy (*f whom we have 
fpoken above, by Philippa the daughter of Menon the Thejfa*' 

Itatty one of the Heraclida ; fo that Pyrrhus was by the father 
defeended from AihilleSy and horn Hercules by the mother ^ 

When xhQ Epirots revolted from his father, and diove him 
from the throne, it was with much difficulty that Pyrrhus y 
then an infant at the breaft, efcaped falling into the hands oiNarrtrwh 
theiebelb. He was, after various adventures, conw^y^Ahye/capts/al- 
Andrades Angelas y two Eptrot lord‘., to the court o{hngint9 

Glauctas king of Illyricumy who, as fome authors conjecture, 
had married his aunt Beraey the daughter of Aryhbasy and 
grand-daughter oi kmgALetas How he was rcceived,p . ^ 
educated, and fettled on the throne of his anceftors, by that^^^^^ *' 
prince, wc have related elfe where 

He enjoyed the kingdom in great peace and tranquillity 
till 'he was feventeen 5 when, thinking himfclf fufficiently 
fettled on the thione, he left Epirus {ox awhile, in ordci to 
be prefeiit in Illyricum at the nuptials of one of the fons of 
Glauciasy wit}? whom he had been educated. But he was no 
fooner gone, than the Molojfiansy taking advantage of his > 

abfence, revolted anew, drove all hjs friends out of the 
kingdom, feized on his treafures, and conferred the crown 
on Neoptolemus his great uncle. Pyrrhusy being, by this un- 
expected revolt, diverted of all his dominions, and deftitute 
of fufficient fuccours to recover them, retired to DemetriuSy musL^/Ir 
the fon of AntigonuSy commonly known by the furname 

who had married his fifter Fiom that 

great commander he learned the art of war, ferving under 
him with the companions and fellow- foldiers of Alexander the 
Great. In the famous battle of Ipfus he diftinguifhed him- 
felf, young as he was, in a very eminent manner, having 
fought with incredible bravery, and repulfcd the enemy on 
that fide where he was ported f. \mJDemetriix pevcrthelefb loft 
the battle ; but Pyrrhus very feafonably covered Greece^ and 

^ See vol. ix. p. 86. « Plut. in Pyrrh. ^ VideRriNER. 

Reineccium, hift. Jul. tom. ii. in regno Epiri. « See vol. ix. 
p. 90, 9 1 , in the notes. ^ Plut. ibid. Arrian, I. vii. Ap- 
FiAN. in Syriac. 
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favcd for his brothcr-in'law the Grak cities, which chat 
prince had confided to his care. Nor was this the only proof 
he gave of his afFe(!tion for Dunetrius ; for a peace being at 
length concluded between him and Ptolemy^ by the inter-- 
pofition of Seleuctis^ Pyrrhus confented to be one of the 
hoftages, who were feiit into Egypt to fecure the execution 
of the treaty. 

During his abode at the court of Egypt^ he was gene- 
rally admired for the fwectnefs of his temper, the regularity 
of his conduit, and his great dexterity and addrefs in all forts 
of manly exercifes. His chief aim was to make his court to 
Berenice^ who had the greateft afcendant over Ptolemy<^ and 
furpalled all the other women of the court in beauty, as well 
as prudence. And herein he was very fucccfsful ; for he 
fo gained her by his noble and obliging behavipur, that Ihe 
prevailed upon her husband to give him her daughter Antigone^ 
in preference to fcveral young princes who demanded her. 
Antigone was the daughter of the lavourite queen by Philip 
her firft husband, a Macedonian lord of no great fame. 
After Pyrrhus had married her, Berenice^ defirous to fee her 
daughter become a queen, induced Ptolemy to fupply her fon- 
in-law with fufficient forces tO' recover his kingdom. With 
thefe he failed into Epirus^ and having defeated in a battle 
Neoptolcmus^ whom tl>e Molojftans had placed on the throne, 
be recovered his paternal dominions. Neoptolemus had recourfe 
to the neighbouring princes ; but Pyrrhus^ to, avoid the evil 
confcquences of a civil war, condefeended to give him up 
part of his dominions. Neoptolemus at firft feemed to be 
well fatisfied with part of the kingdom ; but having foon 
after, at the inftigation of the enemies of Pyrrhus^ attempted 
to poifon him, he w’as by his order executed e. Pyrrhus 
having by his death got poflcflion of the whole kingdom of 
Epirus^ continued no longer idle in his dominions ; but 
marching into the neighbouring countries, performed thofe 
exploits we have deferibed in the hiftory of Macedon **, and 
therefore (hall not repeat in this place. 

This warlike prince being obliged by Lyfimachus to aban- 
don the kingdom of Macedon. which he had taken from his 
brother*in-law Demetrius^ as we have related elfewhere 
might have pafl^^dus d^yG4;i/tranquillity among his fubjeAs» 
enjoying the fweets of peace, and governing his people 
agreeably to the rules of juftice. But his rcftlefs temper, and 
unbounded ambition, made him Icize with joy on the firft 

s Plut. ibid. &PAUSAN. in Attic. ** Vidcvol. ix. p. 96, 
^7, xo.i, 105* 465,5: feq. \ See ibid; p. 98. 
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opportunity tliat offered, of plunging himfelf into new 
troubles. 

The inhabitants of Tarmtum were then at war with tht In-uind hj 
Romansizn^ not finding thcmfclves in a condititiontooppofe/^fTarcn- 
fo formidable an enemy with their own ftrcngth, they caft tines into 
their eyes upon Pyrrhus^ and difpatchcd embaliadors to him,^taly. 
not only from thcmfclves, but from all the Greek cities in 
Italy^ injoining them to acquaint him, that they wanted 
only a leader of experience and reputation ; that Tarentum 
was not the only city whofe forces would join him ; that the 
Meffapians^ Lucanians^ Samnitesy Brulians^ and many other 
rich and populous nations, weary either of bearing the R(t- 
man yoke, or of being in continual dread of it, were ready 
to affift him in exterminating that haughty and imperious re- 
public 5 thap he might depend on being fupplied at his arrival 
with three hundred thoufand foot, and twenty thoufand 
horfe, {s’r. The joy with which Pyrrhus received a pro- 
pofal fo agreeable to his difpolition, may be eafily imagined. 

His head was filled with the exploits of Alexander the Great ; 
and bis frequently converfing with the generals, who had 
, ferved under tliat conqueror, had ftrongly inclined him to 
attempt in the weft, what Alexander had with fo much glory 
peilbrmed in the eaft. He therefore willingly clofed with 
the propofal of the Tarentine embafladors, promifing to pafs cofnply 
into Italy with all poflible expedition, and employ their 

whole ^rengt*i of his kingdom in refeuing them from the op- invitation. 
preflion they groaned under. However, before he began to 
make the neceflary preparations, he is faid to have confulted 
the oracle of Delphi^ about the fucceft of his intended ex- 
pedition ; on which occafion the anfwer of the god was 
uttered in fuch terms, as might equally figni fy, either that 
he (hould conquer the Romans^ or the Romans him ; but the 
defire he had of engaging in this expedition, made him in^ 
terpret the ambiguous anfwer in his own favour 
A Thejfalian^ named was at this time 

prime miniftcr, and chief favourite. He was a man of moft,v7^^,. of 
extraordinary parts, being an experienced officer, an ableCyneas, 
politician, and the moft eloquent orator of his age ; the , art Pyrrhus V 
of oratory he had learned under Demojihenes \ that of wsLXyp^me /ni^ 
under the companions of AlexanJ*'^ Grtaf^ and poll tics, 
by long experience, having been always employed by Pyr^ 
rhus in the moft difficult negotiations. The art of perfuafion, 
of which he was mafter, and the fecret he had of infinuating 
himfelf into the aflPedions of thofe he dealt with, enabled 

^ Plut. ibid. & Cic. de divin. 1 . ii. 
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him to conquer all difHculties in the bufinefs be tranfa^led 
for his mailer ; infomuch that Pyrrhus himfelf ufed to fay, 
that he had gained more cities by the eloquence and per- 
fuafive difeourfes of than he could ever have con- 

quered by force of arms. He was by profeffion a philofopher 
of the feel of Epicurus^ which was not then come into dif- 
repute through the ill ufe that corrupt men afterwards made 
of the principles they profefled. At court he maintained the 
charafter of a man of virtue, and a lover of truth, who 
was not capable of deceiving by mean flatteries ; and yet had 
lubmiflion enough to execute, without murmuring, the or- 
ders that were given contrary to his advice. 

Pyrrhus^ who repofed an intirc confidence in this great 
man, could not help communicating to him the vaft projefts 
P nih s was forming: having therefore called him into his ca- 

difmifled the Tarentine embaflfadors ; The 
'dr)wnta faid he, invite me over into Italy^ which opens 

to me a large field of glory. To fubdue the Romans^ is 
to conquer the w'eft : and how eafy is it to fubdue them ! 
Hetruria finds them employment on one hand \ and all the 
nations on this fide the Tybir, quite to the fea-lhore, are 
ready to take up arms, under- my command, againft that 
ambitious and haughty republic. Tell me impartially, what 
you think of this expedition, Cyneas^ without difapproving 
his defign upon Italy^ asked him, whither he defigned to 
turn his arms, if the gods ihould be fo gracious as to crown 
his attempts upon that country with the wilhed-for fuccefs. 
To this queftion Pyrrhus^ withOuf hefitation, anfwered, 
that, from Italy^ he defigned to pafs over into Sicily^ where 
he fliould find all things in confufion on account of the death 
of king AgathoclcSj who had kept the Sicilians in awe. And 
how many fruitful provinces, faid he, lhall I find there, 
cither ready to receive me after the conqueft of Italy^ or not 
^ in a condition to oppofe my viftorious troops 1 And when 
Sicily ihallhave fubmitted to you, where do you intend to 
make war next ? replied Cyneas, The thing fpeaks itfelf, 
anfwered Pyrrhus ; from Sicily I will fail over into Africa^ 
'fhe Carthaginians are not invincible. Agathocles furprifed 
them with a few Ihips, and was very near making himfelf 
king of Carthage. *• I lhall have taken that city, 

who will be able to make head againft me i Macedon^ which 
I formeily conquered, and every province of Greece y (hall 
be part of my future conquefts. And after all thefe vi6lo- 
ries, faid Cyneas^ how (hall we employ ourfelves, and difpofe 
of our time I will then, fubjoined Pyrrhus^ take fomc 
reft after all my fatigues, and enjoy the plcafures of life with 

* von. 
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you. At thefC’^ords, that great philofophcr interrupting 
him. And what prevents you, faid he, from enjoying that 
happinefs now, which you propofe to fcck through fo many 
toils and labours, with the hazard of never being able to 
find it ? Why fliould you purchafe, at fo dear a^rate, the 
gratifications which, you may now enjoy without the lead 
trouble ? Thefe words made fome imprellion upon the king ; 
and, covering his ambitious views with the appearance of 
virtue, It is hereditary in my family, faid he, to affift the 
tniferable ; we ought not to make war for ourfclvcs alone, 
but to relieve the opprefled. Being thus unalterably fixed m Rifil'ves oh 
his defign of fubjefting all Italy, the better to conceal it, hc'^ 
caufed a very arttul claiifc to be inferted in his treaty with 
7arentlnes \ to wit, that when he had once relieved 
he fliould not be detained in Italy y but allowed to return to 
Epirus. He likewife required, fome of the ernbafl'a*- 
dors fliould continue in his dominions, under pretence of 
aflifting him in making the necellary picparations for war ; 
but in reality, that they might be as fo many hoflages to 
fccure the»fidelity of the Tarenthtes K 

Having taken thefe prudent precautions, he immediately 
difpatched Cyneas with part of his fleet, and a detachment of 
three thoufand foot, to Tareniton ; where that artful miniftcr 
foJn changed the face of aftairs, the chief men of the city 
being, notwithftanding the cmbafly they had fent toPyrrhuSy 
inclined to come to an agreement with the Romans \ nay, 
they had evcn,cIiofen for their chief magiftrate one Agisy who 
was a fincere friend to the RomanSy and adteJ in concert 
with Zr. /Emilius Barbuloy the Roman general, hoping, by 
that means, to reconcile his countrymen to RomCy and make 
them lay afidc their defign of receiving the king of Epirus. 

But CyneaSy by his eloquence, and infinuating bchavioui;^ pre- 
vailed upon \\\s^Tarentincs to depofe Agisy and place one of 
the cmballiidors, who had been fent into Epirusy in his 
room. After this, he perfuaded them to deliver up their 
citadel to one Milo an Epiroty who was arrived a few davs 
before with frcfli fuccours, and the agreeable news, that 
Pyrrhus would foon be there in perfon at the head of a nu- 
merous army. The Tarentinesy impatient to fee the king of 
Ep irus among them, upon this advice, difpatched their 
gallics, and a great number ct ^tr{)or?5^%with all foils of 
provilions, and a large fum of money, to EpiniSy in order 
to convoy Pyrrhus^ with his troops and elephants, fafe to 

} Plut. ibid. Dio, in excerpt. Zonar. 1. viii. 
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Pyrrhus Tarentum. The convoy no fooner arrivid than the king 
mbarh embarked, Cyneas and Milo having paved the way for him fo 
for Italy, well, that his authority was already as well e^blifhed in 
^^^^^^Tarentum^ ?is\v\ Epirus. Before the arrival of the 

fettled the gj^mment of his dominions during 
B f° cii abfence. He left PtolS^ his fon by Antigone thedaugh- 
^280 ol Berenice^ who was iUri fifteen years old, regent of 

Epirus^ under the tuition of Ptolemy Ceraunus \i\ngoi Ma^ 
cedon. He took his two younger fons Alexander and iJ?- 
lenus (J) with him into Itafy, to amufe and entertain him in 
this long expedition. Before his departure, he had likewife 
borrowed (hips, men, and money, of the kings his friends ; 
fo that his army confifted of twenty -two thoufand foot, 
three thoufand horfe, five hundred (lingers, and fifty ele- 
phants, according to ^u^in ", which Plutarch reduces to 
twenty n. Among thefe troops were about feven thoufand 
of thofc brave Aluccdonians^ who had conquered Afia under 
Alexander the Great, His fleet was compofed of the fhips 
of Epirus^ the gallics of Tarentnmy and thofe which Anti^ 
gonus Gonatas had fent him. With thefe he immediately fet 
fail about the end of the winter, the eager defire he had of 
getting to Italy,, not fufFering him to wait for a more favour- 
able feafon. But his impatience had like to have coil him 
^Icar ; for he had fcarce got out into the open fca, when a 
violent ftorm from the north drove him out of his courfe, 
cjoim, difperfed his fleet. The fliip, on board of which the 

king was, being large and high- built, gained, -by the care of 


Justin. 1 . xvii. c. 2. 
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(I) After the death of Anti- 
gone^ the daughter of Berenice^ 
PyrrbOe married fevcral wives. 
The fifft was the daughter of 
Antolcon king of the Paroniaru. 
The fecond, by name Bercenna, 
was t!ic daughter of BardulHs 
king of the Illyrians. The third 
was Lanajfa^ the daughter of/Z^fl- 
thochs king of Syracufe, Tfie 
latter brought him the illand of 
Corcyrn, which her^ fatkij;J(|ipd. 
feized, for her porlion. By her 
he had M xandcr \ and Ht lenus^ 
the youngeft of all his children, 
by Bercenna. Plutarch tells us. 


that all the children of Pyrrhus 
derived a warlike genius from 
their father, which was greatly 
improved by their education ; 
and adds, that one of them 
having asked him, to which of 
his children he defigned to leave 
the kingdom of Epirus, the king 
anfwered. To him who has tlie 
Iharpeft fword. Lanaffa, who 
was once his favourite wife, 
grew at lad jealous of hipi^ 
thinking he preferred his otfier 
wives to her; and, retiring td 
Coreyfa, there married Peme^ 
trius ( 3 ), 


(3) Pyrrho. 


the 
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the pilot and mariners, tniVDaft of haty^ the firll, after a 
voyage of infinite fatigue and danger. The few (hips that 
followed the king, ftruck againft the rocks on the Mejfapian 
(hore^, and were da(hed to pieces. While Pyrrhus was pre- 
paring to come ifhore, the inl^bitants having flocked from 
all quarters to fee him, a frcihahccident was v ^ry near de- 
ftroying the deliverer of ftiled him, and difap- 

pointing tlie expe<S(ation of th^arentines. For a land wind 
rifing all on a fudden with great violence, drove Pyrrhus out 
to fea again. This new danger was greater than any he had 
met with in his pafTage, the mariners expedfing that his Ihip, 
bsing beat by the violence of the waves, would founder at 
each (hock it fuftained. In this extremity the intrepid Pyr- 
rhus did not hefitate a moment ; but as, the (horc was not far 
ofF, threw himfclf into the fea, and was immediately ^ii\~^ndhim- 
lowed by his guards, and thofe friends he had on board, with-/^^ 
out doubt, to take care of his perfon, and fave him at the ^ 
danger of their own lives ; but as the night was extremely 
dark, and the fea ran veiy high, he ftruggled with the waves 
till day- break, when the wind .luting, he reached the land, 
with the affiftance of the Afeffapians^ who ftood on the 
(hore. The long fatigue he liad fuftained during great part 
of the night, weakened him to fuch a degree, that he could 
nqt (land, without being fupported by his guards. But what 
gave him the greateft uneafincfs, was the apprchenfion he 
was under of his army being loll ; for he had with him only 
two thoufand men, a fewhorfes, and two elephants, animals 
which had n'^ ver before been feen in Italy. With thefc he 
crofled Mejfapia^ and marched direSlly toTarenturn 

Cyneas no fooner heard what had happened to Pyrrhus^ /}f n<v€s at 
but he advanced to meet him at the head of a ftroiig detach- Taren- 
ment, and condudled him fafe to H'arcntum^ where he was turn, 
received with loud acclamations, and ail poflible demonftra- 
tionsof joy. The Tarentines^ who were intircly devoted to 
their pleafures, expected that he (hould take all the fatii^ucs 
of the war on himfclf, and expofe his Eptrots only to danircr. 

And indeed Pyrrhus for fome da\s diiTcmblcd his defign, and 
fufFered the Tarentines to indulge, without reftraint, their 
ufual diverfions. But his (hips, which had been difperfed all 
over the Ionian fea, arriving one after another, and with 
them the troops which he had pu^on board in Epirus^ he 
ISegan to reform the diford^rs'fhat prcji/^iiled in the city. 

The theatre was the place, to which tJic idle I'arentines re- 
forted daily in great numbers, and whert the incendiaries 

• Plut, & Ju.«5TiM. ibid. 

G 4 ftirred 



7bi Hifiory B. II, 

' ftirred up the people to feditiOTT with their harangues : he 

therefore caufed it to be (hut up» as he did likevrife^the public 
gardens,, porticoes, and places of exercife, where the* inha- 
jK - bitants ufed to entertain themfelves with news, and fpealc 
thetnan* with great freedom of their governors, cenfuring their con-^ 
tiers of and fettling the government according to their different 

Taren- humours, which occafioned great divifions, and rent the city 

tines. into various faftions. As they were a very voluptuous and 
indolent people, they fpent whole days and nights in feafts, 
xnafqiierades, plays, 7'hefe therefore Pyrrhus abfolutely 
prohibited, as no lefs dangerous than the affemblies of prating 
politicians. They were utter ftrangers to military excrcifcs, 
and the art of handling arms ; but Pyrrhus having caufed an 
exaft regiftcr to be made of all the young men who were fit 
for war, picked out the ftrongeft among them, and incor- 
porated them among his own troops, faying, that he would 
take it upon himfelf to give them courage. He exercifed 
them daily for feveral hours, and on that occafion behaved 
wdth an inexorable feverity, inflifting exemplary punifhments 
on fuch as did not attend, or failed in their duty. By thefe 
wife meafures he prevented feditions among the citizens, and 
inured their youth to military difeipline ; and becaufc many,, 
who had not been accuftomed to fuch feverity and rigour, 
withdiew from their native country, Pyrrhus^ by a pubKc 
proclamation, declared all thofe guilty of death, who fhould 
attempt to abandon their country, or abfent themfelves from 
the common mufters p. 

The Ta "1 he Tarentines^ being now fenfible that Pyrrhus was dc- 
reJtines matter, began loudly to complain of his 

ehfpli'af’d ; but he, being informed of whatever patted among 

eii his inttnuated themfelves into all com- 

panics, privately di (patched tlie moft faflious, and fent thofe, 
whom he fufpeited, under various pretences, to his fons 
court in Epirus {K), 

Itr 

P Plut. ibid. Fro n tin, ttratag. 

(K) Among the latter was Pyrrhus made it his chiefbuttnefs 
Ariftarchus^ a famous orator, to letten his reputation among 
whofe eloquence gave no his fellow-citizens \ pretending a 
fmall jealoiify j for orators had ftridl friendttiip for the orator; 
in thofe dt'jys a gjearinttBtiwu- and giving out, that, in many 
over the mliltitude, efpecially in things, which were difpleattng 
the Greek cities, where popular to the Tarentines^ he had adted 
government obtained. As A- according to his advice. But 
rifarchus had, we may fay, an Ariftarchus^ in his private dif- 
abrolute authority in the city, courfes, undeceived them, lot- 
ting 
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In the jpiean time P. Valmus Lavinusj the Roman conful, 
entering the country of the Lucanians, who were in alliance 
with thQ*^arentineSj committed great ravages there, and 
having taken and fortified one of their caftles, waited in that 
neighbourhood for Pyrrhus. Tlie king, though he had not 
yet received any fuccours from the Samnite^j Mejfapians^ 
and other allies of the TarentineSy thought it highly diflio- 
nourable to continue fhut up in a city, while the Romans 
were ravaging the country of his friends. He therefore took 
the field with the troops hq had brought him from Epirus^ 
fome recruits of Tarentumy and a fmall number of Italians. 

But before he began hoftilities, he wrote the following letter 
to Leevinus : Pyrrhus to Laevinliis, health. I am informed pyrites an 
that you command an army., which is to make war upon the haughty 
Tarcntine.s, Disband it forthwithy and lay your pretenfions letter to 
before me. After I have heard both parties y I will give judg- *l^e conful 
menty and know how to make my fentcnce be obeyed. Lesvinus I-a^vinus. 
anfwereJ the king with all the haughtinefs of a Roman : 

Know^ Pyrrhus, that we neither admit you as a judge y nor The con- 
fear you as an enemy. Doef it become you to take upon you tofuls an- 
judge uSy luho have your f elf injured by landing in Italy 
without the confent of our republic ? IVe will have no arbitra^ 
tor hut Mars, the author of our racey and protellor of our 
arms. The king, upon the receipt of this letter, imme- 
diately marched towards thofe parts where Lcevinus was wait- 


ting them know, that he enter- 
tained the fame thoughts of Pyr- 
rhus y as the multitude. The 
king dierefore, thinking it iie- 
ceflary to remove fo dangerous 
an enemy, fent him to his fon 
on an embalfy, which, he faid, 
was of the utmoil importance. 
Ariftarchus faw through the ar- 
tifice ; but, pretending to be al- 
together unacquainted with it, 
accepted the deputation ; and 
choofing a velTel, the commander 
of which was intirely at his de- 
votion, fet fail, as Pyrrhus ima- 
gined, for Epirus. But he had 
no fooner loft fight of the land, 
than he ordered the pilot to re- 
turn to Itafyy and put in at fome 
port, from whence he’ might go 


fafely by land to Rosne. The 
pilot obeyed ; and Ariftarchir.y 
on his arrival in that metropolis, 
acquainted the fenate with the 
ftatc ofTa7’erJuffiy and tlie dc- 
figns of Pyrrhus. Hereupon 
Fitbr ictus was immediately di- 
fpatched to vifit the Roman co- 
lonies, and the allies of the re« 
public, to fortify fome place?, 
and exhort the cities to continue 
Heady in their alliance with 
Rome. And truly thefe precautions 
were neceifary, the allies of the 
republic being, in many places, 
inclined.to defert her, and ready , 
tb'jom a kingftmous for his ex- 
ploits, who promifed them an 
happy deliverance from all man- 
ner of fubjedtion ( 4 ). 


f4j Pht. ikd. Dio, in etscerpt, Urjin. P$lyb. /, i. c, 7, 


ing 
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ing for him. The Romans were encamped on the hither fide 
of the river S/nV, and Pyrrhus appearing ori the oppolitc 
bank, made it his Aril bufinefs to reconnoitre the enemy’^ 
camp in perfon, and fee what appearance they made. With 
this view he crofled the river, attended by Megacles^ one of 
his officers, and chief favourites; and having obferved the 
conful’s intrenchments, the manner in which he had pofted 
his advanced guards, and the good order of his camp, he was 
greatly furpnfed ; and addreffing Megaclesy Thefe people, 
faid he, are not fuch barbarians as we take them to be : let 
us try them before we condemn them (L). On his return, 
he changed his refolution of attacking them, and {butting 
himfelf up in his intrenchments, waited for the arrival of the 
confederate troops. In the mean time, he ported rtrong 
guards along the river, to prevent the enemy from puffing it,- 
and continually Tent out fcouts to difeover the defigns, and 
watch the motions, of the conful. Some of thefe being taken 
by the advanced gpards of the Romans^ the conful himfelf 
led them through his camp, and having (hewed them his 
army, fent them back to the king, telling them, that he had 
many other troops to (hew them in due time 
Attache Lisvmus being determined to draw the enemy to a battle 
/>•////? Ro - Pyrrhus received the reinforcements he expefted, * 
jnans. having harangued his troops, marched to the banks of, the 
Sirhj and there drawing up his infantry in battalia, ordered 

^ Plut. ibid. Justin. 1. xviii. c. 2 . Pausan. inBoeotic. 

(L) Aurelius Vi^or^ and Flo- had obferved how quickly the 
rusy make talk in avery Roman army was recruited, and 

different manner on this occa- the legions filled up, not with'* 
fion, and altogether foreign to Handing the great lofs they had 
the purpofe. The firft tells us, fuftained in the firft battle. On 
that, at the fight of the Roman this occafion the refledlion of 
army, he cried out, That his Cyneas was a very fenfible one^ 
fate was Irke that of Hercules^ and the comparifon obvioos and 
fince l;e likewifeliad an hydra to natural ; but it would have been 
encounter ; and Floras, tliat, highly abfurd, in the circumftan'* 
when he faw the Roman troops, ces in which the above-mention^ 
he complained of his being born ' ed authors fuppofe Pyrrhus to 
under the fame conHcllation wiui have made it, that is, before he 
Hercules, fince fo many ei^mies, had engaged the Romans, or 
like the heads The gained any viftory over them; 

Lerna, darted up out of their for how could he then compare 
own blood. Cyneas, according them to the hydra, whofe heads 
to Plutarch, and not Pyrrhus, grew up as fart as Hercules cut 
made this comparifon, sfter he them off? 


the 
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the cavalry to file ofF, and march a great way about, in or- 
der to find a paflage at fome place not defended by the enemy. 
Accordingly they pafled the river without being obferved, 
and falling upon the guards, which Pyrrhus had pofted on 
the banks over-againft the confular army, gave the infantry 
an opportunity of croffing the river on bridges, which Lavi- 
nus had prepared for that purpofe. But before they got over, 

Pyrrhus^ haftening from his camp, which was at fome 
diftance from the river, hoped to cut the Roman army in 
pieces, while they were difordered with the difficulties of 
paffing the river, and climbing up the ftcep banks. But the 
cavalry covering the infantry, and Ibnding between them 
and the Epirots^ gave them time to form them ft Ives Dn the 
banks of the river. On the other hand, Pyrrhus drew up 
his men as fall as they eame from the camp, and performed 
fuch deeds of valour, that the Romans thought him worthy 
of the great reputation he had acquired. 

As the cavalry alone had hitherto engaged, Pyrrhus, who 
confided moft in his infantry, haftened back to the camp, in 
order to bring them to the charge : but took two precau- 
tions before he began the attack ; the firft was, to ride 
through the ranks, and ffiew himfelf to the whole army ; 
for hi.s horfe having been killed under him in the firft onfet, 
a report had been fpread that he was llain ; the fecond, was 
io change his habit and helmet w\\h Mcgacles i for having pyj^j^us /j 
been known in the engagement of the hojfe by ihe richnef^/// great 
of his attire agd armour, many of the Romans had aimed at himdavger in 
in particular, fo that he was with the utmoft difficulty taken Lgin- 
Vp arid faved, after his horfe was killed under him. Thus"'^ of the 
difguifed, he led his phalanx againft Roman legions, 
attacked them with incredible fury. Lavinus fiiftaincd the 
Ihock with great refolution, fo that the vi£lory was for 
many hours warmly difputed. The Romans gave fevcral times 
way to ihQ Epirots, and the Epirots to the Romans i but 
both parties rallied again, and wcie brought back to the 
charge by their commanders. Megacles, in the attire and 
helmet Pyrrhus, was in all places, and well fupported the 
chara<Sler he had affumed. But his difguife at hft proved fatal 
to him ; for a Roman knight, by name Dexter, raking him 
for the king, followed him wherc-ever lie went, and having 
found an opportunity of difcha;-gin^ « bjojv at him, ftruck 
hftn dead on the fpot, ftript him of his heiinet and armour, 
and carried them in triumph to rhe conful, who, by fliewing 
to the Epirots the fpoils of their king, lb terrified them, that 
they began to give ground. But Pyrrhus, appearing bare- 
headed in the iirft files of bis phalanx, and riding through 
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all the lines, undeceived his men, and infpired them with 
new courage. 

Buiatlafi 1'he advantage feemed to be pretty equal on both fides,' 
/^^when Lisvinus ordered his cavalry to advance ; which Pyr- 
Romans, rhus obferving, drew up twenty elephants in the front of his 
army, with towers on their backs full of bowmen. The 
very fight of thofc dreadful animals chilled the bravery of the 
Romans^ who had ne.ver before feen them. However, they 
ftill advanced, till their horfes, not being able to bear the 
fmcll of them, and frightened at the ftrangc noife they made, 
took head, and either threw their riders, or carried them off 
full fpced in fpite of their utnioft efforts. In the mean time 
the aichcrs, difeharging ftiowers of darts from the towers, 
wounded feveral ot the Romans in that confufion, while 
others weio tiod to death by the elephants. Notwithftanding 
the difoulcr of the cavalry, the legionaries flill kept their 
Tanks, and could not be broken, till Pyrrhus attacked them 
in perfoii, at the head of the Tbeffalian horfe. I'lie onfet 
was fo furious, that they wcrcfoiced to yield, and retire in 
diforder. I'lie king of Epirus reftrained the ardour of his 
troops, and would not fuffer them to purfiie the enemy : an 
elephant which had been wounded hy 2 . Roman foldier, named 
Mhvucius^ having caofed a great diforder in his army j this 
accident favoured the retreat of the Romans^ and gave them 
time to repafs the river, and take refuge in Apulia ^ Dio- 
7tyjuis Ilalicarnajfenfis makes the lofs of the Romans inthisfirft 
battle amount to fifteen thoufand men ; but Hieronymus^ 
quoted by the fame hiftorian, reduces it to feven thoufand : 
according to the former, Pyrrhus loft tliirtccn thoufand ; and 
four thoufand only, according to the latter. 'YhtEpirot re- 
mained mafter of the field, and had the plcafurc to fee the 
Hh^jiBory Romans fly before him ; but the viftory coft him dear, a 
tofis him great number of his beft officers and foldiers having been llain 
in the battle ; whence he was heard to fay after the a£lion, 
that he was both conqueror and conquered ; and that if he 
gained fuch another viftory, he fhould be obliged to return 
to Epirus alone (M) . 

His 

' Dion. Halicarnass. I. di. Plut. ibid. Eutrop. 1. ii. 
Oros. 1. iv. c. 2. 

(M) He was fo far from being at Tarentumy he caufed this mc- 
elated with the advantage he had morable inicription to be in- 
got, that when he hung up the graved upon them ; the words of 
fpoils he had taken from the which, as they have been tranf- 
cuemv, in the temple of JufiUr mitted to us in verfe, arc. 
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His firft care, after the aftion, was to bury the dead, with 
which the plain was covered ; and herein he made no di- 
ftinflion between the Romans and his own Epirots. In view- 
ing the bodies of the former, he obferved, that none of them 
had received any diihonourable wounds ; that they had all 
fallen in the pofts affigned them. Hill held their fwords in 
their hands, and Ihewed, even after their death, a certain 
martial air and iiercenefs in their faces : and on this occafioii 
it was, that he uttered thofe famous words ; O that Pyrrhus 
had Romans for his foldiers^ or the Romans Pyrrhus for their 
leader ! Together, ive Jhould Jubdue the whole world s. 

The king of Epirus underftood the art of war too well, 
not to reap what advantage he could from his vidory. He 
broke into, the countries in alliance with the Romans like a 
torrent, plundered the lands of the republic, and made in- 
curfions even into the neighbourhood of Rome, Many cities 
opened their gates to him, and inafliort time he made him- himftlf 
felf mafter of the greateft part of Campania, While he f 

in that fruitful province, fubfifting his troops there at the 
expence of the Rornans, he was joined by the Samnites, Lu- ^ ^ 

canians, and Mejfapians,, whom he had fo long expefted. 

After having reproached them for their delay, he gave them 
a good lharc of the fpoils he had taken from the enemy ; and 
having, by this means, gained their afteftions, he marched, 
without lofs of time, to lay fiege to Capua ; but Ltsvinus, 
having alrcad\r received a reinforcement of two legions, threw 
fome troops into the city, which obliged Pyrrhus to drop his 
defign, and leaving Capua, to march ftrait to Naples, 

Lavinus followed him, haraffing his troops on their march ; 
and at length, by keeping his army in that neighbourhood, 
forced him to give over all thoughts of making himfelf matter 
of that important city. The king then, all on a fudden, 
took his route towards Rome hy xht Lathi way, furpiifed 
Fregella, and marcliing through the country of the Hernici, gcllx. 
fat down before Proenejle, There, from the top of an hill, 
he had the pleafure of feeing Rome and is faid to have ad- 
vanced fo near the walls, that he drove a cloud of dutt into 
the city. But he was foon forced to retire, by the othci 

• Flor..L vijlj. . 

innjlSli ante fucre ^virij pater dpt: me Olympic 

Hos (s ego in pugna <viei^ m^ufqve fum ah r/dem { ^ ' 

A race unconquer’d I, great fove, overthrew . 

Vet, in the dubious fight, was conquer'd too. 

f 5 j rUt, tb/J. O^'yf /. iv. i. 





H 


Praeneile, 
and re- 
turns to 
Campa- 
nia. 


Hiftory i?/ EpiriM. ' B. IF. 

Conful T. Coruncanius^ who, having reduced Hetrurta^ waS 
jult then returned with his viftorious army to Rome. The 
king of Epirus therefore, having no hopes of bringing the 
Hetrurians into his intereft, and feeing two confular armies 
Raifes ready to fall upon him, raifed the fiege of Prane[fe^ and 
°f haftened back into Campania^ where, to his great furprize, 
he found Lasvinus with a more numerous army than that 
which he had defeated on the banks of the 5/m. The conful 
went to meet him, with a defign to try the fate of another 
battle, which Pyrrhus being unwilling to decline, drew up 
his army, and, to ftrike terror into the Roman legions, or- 
dered his men to beat their bucklers with their lances, and 
the leaders of the elephants to force them to make theit 
hideous noife. But the noife was returned with fuch an 
iiniveifal fliout by the Romans^ that Pyrrhus ^ thinking fo 
much alacrity on the part of the vanquifhed too fure a pro- 
gnoftic of vidtory, altered his mind, and pretending that the 
auguries were not favourable, retired to Tarentuniy and put 
an end to the campaign ^ 

While Pyrrhus continued quiet at Tarentum^ he had 
time to refledl on the valour and condufl: of the Romans ; 
which made him conclude, that the war, in which he was 
ci7gaged, muft end in his ruin and difgrace, if not terminsited 
by an advantageous peace. He was therefore overjoyed, when 
^he Ko- he heard that the fenatc had determined to fend an honour- 
mans y^^'^able embafly to him, not doubting, but their, errand was to 
an imhoJTy terms of peace. He plcafed himfelf with the imagina- 

him /e^tion of feeing thofe haughty republicans at his feet in a fup- 
pliant manner, and faying to them, with the air of a con- 


to 

dejire an 
exchange 
cf pi- 
foners. 


qiieror, I grant you peace. In full expedlation of this, he 
fent Lycon the Molojjlian to w^ait for them, with a guard, 
on the frontiers of ^arentum ; and as they approached the 
city, went out in perfon to meet them, received them with 
all poHible marks of honour, and appointed them ftatel/ 
lodgings, commanding them to be plentifully fupplied, at the 
public cxpence, with all neceflaries. The cmbailadors were’ 
three men of diftinguilhed merit 5 to wit, Cornelius Doia- 
hclla^ who was famous for fignal viftory he had gained 
over the Senones, the virtuous Fabricius^ and Mmilius PapuSy 
who bad been hisycellegu«4n the confulate two years before. 
When they were admitted to an audience, the only thing 
they demanded, was a furrender of the prilbners, either by 
way of exchange, or at fuch a ranfom as fliould be agreed 
on ; for Pyrrhus j in the late battle, had made eighteen 


^ Plut. &Flor. ibid. Zonar. 1. viii. c. 4 . 
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hundred prifoners, moft of them Roman knights, and men 
«)f diftinAion in the republic. They had fought with great 
bravery, till their horfes, frightened with the roaring of the 
king's elephants, had either thrown them, or obliged them 
to difmount ; by which unforefeen accident, tiiey had fallen 
into the enemy’s hands. The fenate therefore, pitying the 
condition of thofc brave men, had determined, contrary to 
their cullom, to redeem them. Pyrrhus was greatly fur- 
prifed and difappointed, when he found that they had no 
other propofals to make ; but concealing his thoughts, he 
only anfwered, that he would conAder of it, and let them 
know his refolution 

Accordingly he aAcmbled his council; but his chief 
favourites were divided in their opinions. Milo^ who com- 
manded in the citadel of Tarentum^ was for coming to no 
compofition with the Romans ; but Cyneas^ who knew his 
mafter’s inclination, propofed not only fending back the pri- 
foners without ranfom, but difpatching an embafl’y to Rome^ 
to treat with the fenate of a lafting peace. His advice wasC>Tieas 
approved, and he himfelf appointed to go on that embafly./I»r to 
After thefe refolutions, the king acquainted the embaffadors, Rome to 
that he intended to rcleafe the prifoners without ranfom, 9f ^ 
CnCe he had already riches enough, and defired nothing 
theif" republic but her friendfhip. Afterwards he had feveral 
private conferences with Fabrictus^ whofe virtue he tried 
with mighty offers of riches and grandeur *, but Anding him 
proof againft all temptations, he refolved to try, whether his 
intrepidity and courage were equal to his virtue. With this 
view, he caufed an elephant to placed behind a curtain in the 
hall, where he received the Roman embaffador. As Fabrtcius PyrrhusV 
had never feen one of thofc hearts, the king, taking a turn 
or two in the hall with him, brought him within the ele- 
phant’s reach, and then caufed the curtain to be drawn all®“^^“^' 
on a Hidden, and that monftrous animal to make his ufual 
noife, and even lay his trunk on Fabriclus^s head. But the 
intrepid Roman^ without betraying the leaft fear of concern. 

Does the great king, faid he, with furprifing calmnefs, who 
could not ftagger me with his offers, think to frighten me 
with the braying of a heart? Pyrrhus^ aftoniflied at his im- 
moveable conftancy, invited hkn to dThe*wkh him ; and on 
this occaAon it was that, the converfation turning upon the 
Epicurean philofophy, Fabrtcius made that celebrated excla- 
mation ; . O that Pyrrhus, both for Rome'/ fake and his own^ 
had placed his happinefs in the boajled indolence of Epicurus ! 

® Dion. Hal. legat. ^ Dion. Halicar. ibid. 

• Every 
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Every thing heard or faw of i\iQ Romania in- 

creafed his eariieftnefs for peace. He fent for the three emr 
bafladors, releafed two hundred of the prifoners without 
ranfom, and fulFered the reft, on their parole, to return to 
Rome to celebrate the Saturnalia^ ^or feafts of Saturn^ in 
their own families. Having by this obliging behaviour gained 
the good-will of the Roman embaffadors, he fent the famous 
Cyneas to Rome^ almoft at the fame time that they left 
rcntimu The inftruftions he gave this faithful miniftcr, were, 
to bring the to grant thefe three articles: i. That 

the Tarentines fliould be included in the treaty made with the 

king of Epirus, 2. That all the Greek cities in Italy ftiould 
be fuffered to enjoy their laws and liberties. 3. 7'hat the 
republic fliould reftore to the Samnites^ Lucanians^ and Bru^ 
tians^ all the places flic had taken from them. Upon thefe 
conditions, Pyrrhus declared himfelf ready to forbear all fur- 
Cvneas’r hoftilities, and conclude a lafting peace. With thefe in- 
TTgotia- ftrudlions Cyneas fet out for Rome ; where, partly by his 

tions at eloquence, partly by rich prefents to the fenators, and their 

ftome. wives, he foon gained a good number of voices. When he 
was admitted into the fenate, he made an harangue worthy of 
a difciplc of the great Demojihenes \ after which, he read the 
conditions Pyrrhus propofed, and, with a great deal of olo- ^ 
qucnce, endeavoured to fliew the reayfonablenefs and mode- * 
ration of his raafter^s demands, asking leave for Pyrrhus to 
come to Rome to conclude and fign the treaty. The fenators 
were generally inclined to agree to Pyrrhus^s terms ; but ne- 
vcrthelcfs, as fcveral fenators were ab fent, the determination 
of the affair was poftponed to the next day, when j4ppius 
Claudius^ the greateft orator, and inoft learned civilian in 
Romey old and blind as he was, caufed himfelf to be carried 
to the fenate, where he had not appeared for many years ; 
and there, partly by his eloquence, partly by his authority, 
fo prcpoffcfl'ed the minds of the fenators againft the king of 
Epirusy and the conditions he offered, that, when he had 
done fpcaking, the confeript fathers unanimoufly paffed a 
decree, the fubftance of which was, that the war with Pyr- 
rhus fliould be continued ; that his embaffador fliould be fent 
back that very day ; that the jcing of Epirus fliould not be 
permitted to come ^to^Rorne and that they fliould acquaint 
hise mbaflador, "ftiat Rome would enter into no treaty, of 
peace with his niafter, till he had left Italy 

* Plut. ibid. Ennius apud Cic. in Cat. Maj. 


CxneaSy 



C. VUA ^ 

CfnsaSf furprifcd at the anfwer giirea him, left lUmi i\\^Tbe Ro- 
iame day, and returned to Tannium^ to acquaint the king mans te- 
%ith the final refolution of the fenate. Pyrrhus^ on hearing/^^ to f»- 
it, admired the conftancy and intrepidity of a conquered peo- « 

pie, who fpoke the language of conquerors ; and Having afked 
Cyneas his opinion of the fenate, into which he had been 
troduced, that minifter told him, that the fenate feemed to 
him an alTembly of kings, whofe appearance filled the fpc£la- i^iy^ ^ 
tors with awe and reverence. This anfwer greatly increafed 
the eftcem Pyrrhus had for the Romans ; he would have 
willingly concluded a peace with them upon honourable 
terms 5 but, as the conditions they oflered were not by any 
means confifient with the reputation of his arms, he began, 
without lofs of time, to make all due preparations for the 
next campaign. On the other hand, the Romans having 
raifed to th^ confulate P. Sulpicius Saverrio^ and P. Decius 
Mus^ difpatcbed them both into Apuba^ wheie they found 
Pyrrhus encamped near a little town called Afculum, There 
the confuls, joining their armies, fortified themfelves at the 
foofof the Apennines y having between them and the enemy 
a large deep ftream, which divided the plain. Both armies 
'continued a great while on the oppofite banks, before cither 
venl^ured to pafs over to attack the other. The Epirots being 
Informed, that the father and grandfather of the conful 
Decius had, by devoting themfelves to the DU Manesy gained 
vi£lories when every thing threatened the total defeat of their 
troops, believc^d that the Decii tranfmitted, fiom father to 
fon, fome unaccountable art of necromancy, whereby they 
lecured the vidory to their party, whenever they loft their 
lives in the battle. This vain apprehenfion filled the Epirots 
with terror ; and Pyrrhus^ to deftroy fo dangerous a pre- 
pofleifion, fent a meflenger to Deciusy acquainting him, that/fiV me/^ 
if he attempted to devote himfelf, he fhould find the Epiroufage to 
upon their guard, and refolved not to put him to death, but decius 
to take him alive, and that the moft cruel punifhmentsfhould^^*^ 
be infliAed upon him as an impoftor after the battle. 
this meflage, the confufc returned the following anfwer / * 
Pyrrhus is not fo formidable an enemy, as to reduce us to 
^pedients, which we make ufe of only in the greateft and 
inevitable dangers. To Ihew how litde w^fear him, we 
offer him his choice, cither 1b pafs the river unmolcfted, or 
to fufFer us to do fo : we fhall then try in the open field, and 
upon equal terms, which of us fhall have need of employing 
extraordinary methods to gain the viftory. 

The king could not, in point of honour, decline the 
challenge; .and therefore chofe to continue where he was> 

VoL. X. • fl . and 
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ahd let the Romans crofs the ftream ; which they dU accord- 
inglyi and drew up in the plain. On the other handy 
Both ar^ placed his men likewife in order of battle in the fame 
fnies pre- plain j and all the antients do him the juftice to fay, that no 
pare for acommander ever underftood better the art of drawing up an 
gefieral en-ZTshy^ and directing its motions. In the right wing he placed 
gagement. his EpirotSy and the SamniteSj in bis left the Lucaniansy 
BrutianSy and Salentinesy and his phalanx in the centre. The 
centre of the Roman army confiiled of four legions, which 
were to engage the enemy’s phalanx; on their wings were 
pofted the light-armed auxiliaries, and the Roman horfe. 
Theconfuls, in order to guard their troops againft the .fury 
of the elephants, had prepared chariots, armed with long 
points of iron in the fliape of forks, and filled with foldiers 
carrying firebrands, w^hich they were direfted to throw at 
the elephants, and by that means frighten tl^m, and fet 
their wooden towers On fire. Thefe chariots were pofted 
over-againft the king’s elephants, and ordered not to ftir till 
they entered upon a<£tion. this precaution the Roman 

generals added another, which was, to dire£l a body of 
Hans to attack Pyrrhush camp in the heat of the engage- 
ment, in order to force it, or at leaft draw off part of 
The lattleihe enemy’s troops to defend it. At length the attack began, 
ff Afeu- both parties being pretty equal in number ; for each of ttheih 
lum. confifted of about forty thoufand men. The phalanx fuftain* 
ed, for a long time, the furious onfet of the legions with in- 
credible bravery ; but at length being forced to give way, 
Pyrrhus commanded his elephants to advance, but not on the 
fide where the Romans bad pofted their chariots ; they march- 
ed round, and, falling upon the Roman horfe, foon put them 
into confufion. Then the phalanx, returning with frtfh 
courage to the charge, made the Roman legions ill their turn 
give ground. On this occafion Deems was killed, fo that 
one conful only was left to command the two Roman armies. 
But while all things feemed to favour PyrrhnSy the body of 
Apulians y which we have mentioned a^ve^ falling unex- 
pc£ledly on tl^ camp of the RpthtSy obliged the king . to 
difpatch a ftrong detachment to defend his intrenchnients. 
Upon the departure of the.e troops, fomc of the EfiroUy 
imagining that^rhjs oamp w^ taken, began to lofe courage, 
and retire 5 thofe who were neift to them followed tbeit ex- 
The Epi- ample ; and in afhort time the whole army gave way. Pff 
rots give having attempted feveral times in vain to rally his forces, 
HKiay, returned to the charge with a fmali number of his friends, 
and the nioft courageous of his officers. With thefe he 
fuftained the fury of the vifiocious legions, and covered the 
I ictreat 
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retreat of his own men. But being, after a mofl gallant be- 
haviour, dangeroufly wounded, 1^ retired at laft with his Pyrrhus tV 
fmall band in good order, leaving the Rcmant mafters of thed^n^^r^^a^ 
fields As the fun was near fetting, the Romans being ex- ^wnded*. 
tremely fatigued, and a great number of them wounded, the 
conful Sulpiciusj not thinking it advifeable to pUrfue the 
enemy, founded a retreat^ repaired the ftream, and brought 
his troops back to the camp (N). Sulpicius appeared in the 
field of battle the next day, with a defign to bring the Epirots 
to a fecond engagement ; but finding they had withdrawn iit 
the night to Tarentum^ he likewife retired^ and put his troops 
into winter-quarters in Apulia y. 

Both armies continued quiet in their quarters during 
winter ; but early in the fpring took the field anew. The 
Romans were commanded this year by two men of great fame, 
whom they had raifed to the confulate the fecond time : thefe 

y PlvT. Oi6m. Hau Justin, ibidi 

(N) Hifiorians give us vety incredible fury. The legions 
different accounts of the batde of fought a long time with great 
Afculum, Plutarch^ who will bravery; but at lengthy not ^ing 
have it to have been a double able to withftand the elephants, 
adlion, relates it thus : Pyrrhus^ betook themfelves to flight (6). 
fays he, was pent up in a place. On the other hand, Eutropius 
where the cavalry could not be tells us, that the Romans gained 
of any ufe ; and could not bring a complete vi£tbry ; that Pyrrhus 
up his elephants, the ground being loft his elephants in the action, 
very marfhy . In this difadvan- and was obliged, though wound* 
tageous poft many of his men ed, to fly to Tarentum^ to avoid 
were killed, and more wounded \ falling into the enemy's hands( 7 )< 
fo that ni^t alone, which put But lus account is contradi^ed 
an end to the battle, faved him by other hiftorians^ Dionyfius 
from an intire defeat. The next Kalicarnajferfis^ as quoted by 
day the king, to retrieve his re- Plutarch^ fays, that there was 
putation, took pofleflion of a but one battle fought near the 
snore even ground, where he city of Afculumi that the fuc- 
placed his elephants. Early in cefs of ^is great a^on was 
the morning, having feized thofe doubtful ; that Pyrrhus was 
narrow pafles, which had proved wounded in the arm with a fpear s 
fatal to his army the day before, and that his baggage was plun- 
hedrew up his men in ^e plain, ^dered by«.^e Hanmites. The 
poftingagteat number of archers *iame author makes Pyrrhus^ on 
and pikqioen among his ele- this occaflon, give that fiunout 
phants. In this order he ad- anfwer to one, who congratn* 
vanced towards the enemy, and lated him on his ti&ory, ^sseb 
charged the Roman ttoops with another noould undo me 

(6) Plif, M PjrmN, (7) Zump^ I ii. (S) Dm. Hoi A iii. 

• H 2 were 
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were the celebrated C. Fabricius, and Mmilius Papus ; 
who no fooner arrived in Jpulia^ than they led their 
troops into the territory of Tarentum, Pyrrhus^ who had 
• received confiderable reinforcements from EplruSy met them 
near the frontiers, and encamped at a fmall diftance from the. 
Roman army. While the confuls were waiting here for a 
ne i/V/j favourable opportunity to give battle, a mefl’enger from 
fhyjtcian NidaSy the king’s phyfician, delivered a letter to Fabricius ; 
offers to <^herein the traitor offered to take off his matter by poifon, 
foi/on his provided the conful would promife him a reward proportion- 
majler. the greatnefs of the fcrvice. The virtuous Romany 

being filled with horror at the bare propofal of fuch a crime, 
immediately communicated the affair to his collegue ; who 
readily joined with him in writing a letter to Pyrrhus \ 
wherein they warned him, without difeovering the criminal, 
to take care of himfelf, and be upon his guard againfl: the 
treacherous defigns of thofe about him. The letter was 
7he confuls couched in the following terms : C. Fabriciusy and ^ 
letter to liusy cpnfuls, to king PyrrhuSy health. You are unhappy 
the king on both in the chpice of your friends and enemies. This letter 
this occa- will fatisfy you, that the former are the worft of men, and 
fan, the latter perfons of honour and probity. You are betrayed, 
Pyrrhus ; and the man who ought to be the moft faithful to 
you, offers to poifonyou. We give you this information, 
not to obtain favour from you, but fearing lefl: we (hould be 
fufpediied of confenting to an aflaflination, which we deteft 
and abhor. We do not defire to end the war by fecret and 
i/^icked attempts, but opeiily, and with our fwords Pyr- 
rhusy out of a deep fenfe of gratitude for fo great a benefit, 
releafed immediately, without ranfom, all the prifoners he 
had taken. But the RomanSy difdaintng to accept either a 
favour from an enemy, or a recompence for not committing 
the blackcft treachery, declared, that they would not receive 
their prifoners, but by way of exchange ; and accordingly 
fent to Pyrrhus an equal number of Samnite and Tanntine 
prifoners 

Cyneas As the king of Epirus grew every day more weary of a 
fent a y^-.war, which he feared would end in his difgrace, he fent 
cond time Cyneas a fecond time to Romty to try whether he could, with 
to Rome, his artful harang^ics, prevail jipon the confeript fathers to 
hearken to an accommodation, upon fuch terms as were con- 
fiftcnt with his honour. But the embaffador found the fena-. 
t^rs fteady in their former refolution, and determined not to 

* pLUT. ibid. & auft. de vir. illuft. Gellius nocl. Attic. Senec. 
cpift. 1 20 . Eutrop. 1. ii. « Plot. ibid. Sc Evtrop. 1. ii. 

enter 
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enter into a treaty with his mafter till he had left haly^ and 
withdrawn from thenctf all his forces. This gave the king 
great uneafinefs $ for he had already loft moft of his veteran 
troops, and beft officers, and was fenfible that he fhould lofe 
the reft, if he ventured another engagement. While he was 
revolving thefe melancholy thoughts in his mind, cmbafTadors 
arrived at his camp from the Syracuftans. Jgrigentincs, and. 
Leontines^ imploring the aftiftance of his arms to drive out 
the Carthaginians y and put an end to the troubles which 
threatened their refpeftive ftates with utter dcftrudlion. Pyr- Pyrrhus 
rbus^ who wanted only fome honourable pretence to Jets fail for 

Italy ^ laid hold of this ; and, appointing Milo governor of Sicily. 
Tartntum^ with a ftrong garifon to keep the inhabitants in 
awe during his ab fence, fet fail for Sicily with thirty thoufand 
foot, and two thoufand five hundred horfe, on board a fleet 
of two hundred fhips. Wc have elfewhere related at length 
the great fuccefs that attended him at firft in Sicily ^ ; but 
the face of his affairs foon changed there likewife. The 5/- 
cilians^ difgufted at the refolution he had taken of paffing 
over into Africa j and much more at the enormous exadlions 
and extortions of his minifters and courtiers, had fubmitted 
partly to the Carthaginians^ and partly to the Mamertines. 

When Carthage Jicard of this change, new troops were 
raifed all over Africa^ and a numerous army fent into Sicily^ 
to recover the cities which Pyrrhus had taken. 

As the Sicilians daily deferted from him^ in crouds, he 
was no way fn a condition, with his Epirots alone, to with- 
ftand fo powerful an enemy 5 and therefore when deputies 
came to him from the Tarentines, Sqmnites^ Brutian^^ and 
LucanianSy reprefenting to him the Ioffes they had fuftained 
iince his departure, and remonftrating, that, without his 
affiftance, they muft fall a facrifice to the Romansy he laid 
hold of that opportunity to abandon the illand, and return to 
Italy. His fleet was attacked by that of Carthage y and his Returns to 
army, after their landing, by thQ MamertineSy as we have Italy, 
related in the hiftory of Syracufe But Pyrrhus having, by 
his heroic bravery, efcaped all danger, marched along the 
fea-fbore, in. order to reach Tareniwn that way. As he 
paffed through the country of the LocrianSy who had not 
long before maffacred the tro^s he there, he not 

only exercifed all forts of cruelty on the inhabitants, but 
plundered the temple of Proferpincy to fupply the wants of 
his army. The immenfe riches which he found there, were, 
by his order, fent to Tarentum by fea i but the fhips that 

} Vide vol. viii. p. 86. ® IbU. p. 88, 89. 
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carried them being daflied againft the rocks by a tempeft» 
and the mariners all loft, this proud prince being convinced, 
fays Livy •*, that the gods were not imaginary beings, caufed 
all the treafure, which the Tea had thrown upon the fliore, 
to be carefully gathered up, and replaced in the temple | 
|iay, to appeafe the wrath of the angry goddefs, he put all 
thofc to death who had advifed him to plunder her temple. 
However, fuperftition made the antients aferibe to this ad! of 
impiety all the misfortunes which afterwards befel that un** 
happy prince. 

Arrives at Pyrrhus at length arrived at Tarentum ; but of the army 
Tarcn- he had carried into Sicifyy he brought back into Italy only 
fuJUt three thoufand horfe, and not quite twenty tboufand foot ; 

a fmall body indeed to cope with two confular armies ! He 
therefore reinforced them with the beft troops he could raife 
in the countries of the Samnitesj Lucanians^ and Brutians ^ 
and hearing that the two new confuls, Curius Dentatus^ and 
Cornelius Lentulus, bad divided their forces, the one in- 
vading Lucaniaj and the other Samnium^ he likewife divided 
his army into two bodies, marching with the choice of his 
’Jttaeh Epirets againft Deniatus^ in hopes of furprifing him in his 

Curius camp near Beneventum. But the conful, having notice of 

his approach, wfent out of his intrenchments, with a ftrong 
jf<'^?rBenc- jgjjchment of legionaries, to meet him ; repulfed hisvan- 
ventuni- guard, put many of the Epirots to the fword, and took 
fome of their elephants. Curius^ encouraged with this lirft 
fuccefs, marched his army into the Tqurafutn hdds, and 
drew it up in a plain, which was wide enough for his troops, 
but too narrow for the Epirot phalanx, the phalangites being 
fo crouded, that they could not handle their arms without 
difficulty. But the king’s eagernefs to try hrs ftrength and 
skill with fo renowned a commander, made hin> engage at 
that great difadvantage. Upon the firft fignal the a&ion 
began, and one of the king’s wings giving way, the vi£lory 
feemed to incline to the Romans. But that wing where the 
king fought in perfon, repulfed the enemy, and drove them 
back quite to their intrenchments. This advantage was in 
great part owing to the elephants ; which Curius perceiving, 
commanded a corps de referve, which he bad pofted near the 
camp, to advanqg. and fall upon the elephants* Thefe car- 
rying burning torches in one hand, and their fwords in the 
other, threw the former at the elephants, and with the 
latter defended themfelves againft their guides ; by which 
means they were both forced to give way. The elejdiartts, 


f Liv. 1. xxix. c. i8f 
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put to flight, brolce into th^ phalanx, clofe it was, Buf is ut^ 
and there caufed a general diforder ; which was increafed by dt- 
a remarkable accident : for it is faid, that a young clcphant/^^^*^- 
being wounded, and thereupon making a dreadful^ noife, the ^ 
mother, quitting her rank, and haftening to the affiftanceof ™ 
her young one, put thofe, who ftill kept their ranks, into 
the utmoft confufion. But, however that be, it is certain, 
that the Remans obtained at laft a complete viSory « (O). 

Pyrrhus^ being noway in a condition, after the great lofb//^ retins 
he h^d fuftained, to keep the Add, retired to Tsur^ntumy so Turcw- 
attended only by a fmall bony of horfe, leaving the turns 
mans in full pofleffion of his camp; which they fo much ad- 
mired, that they made it ever after a model to form theirs 
by. And now the king of Epirus refolved to leave Italy as 
foon as poAible ; but concealed his deflgn, and endeavoured 
to keep up the drooping fpirits of his allies, by giving them 
hopes of fpeedy fuccours from Greece. Accordingly lie di- 
fpatched einbaiFadors into Mtoliay lllyricuniy and MacedeUy 
demanding fupplies of men and money. But the anfwers 
from thoie courts not proving favourable, he forged fuch as 
might pleafe thofe whom he was willing to deceive ; and by 
this means fupported the courage of hi^ friends, and kept his 
enemy in play. When he could conceal .his departure no 
lo*nger, he pretended to be on a fiidden in a great pai&on at 
the dilatorinefs of his friends in fending him fuccours ; and 
acquainted the TarentineSy that he muft go and bring them 
over himfelS However, he left behind him a ftrong ga- 
rifon in the citadel of Tarentumy under the command of the 
fame Alilo who had kept it for him during his ftay in Sicily . 

« Plut. in Pyrrh. Pau.san. I. i. p. 22. Justiw. I. xxiii. 
c. 3. Liv. 1 . xxix. €. 18. piON. Hal. in excerpt, p. 542. 

(O) Orojius (9) Eutropius twenty thoufand. All writers 
( I ) tell us, that Pyrrhush arm/ agree, that Curius took twelve 
eonfifted of fourfeore thoufand hundred prifoners, and eight ele- 
foot, and fix thoufand horfe, in- phants. Tliis victory, which 
eluding his Epirots and allies ; was tlie moft decifive Rome had 
whereas the confular army was ever gained, brought all Ittfly 
fcarce twenty thoufand men under lubje^on, and paved the 
firong. Thofe who exaggerate^ way vaft conqucils, 

the lung*s lofs fay, that the* which afterwards made the Ro- 
number of the (lain on his fide mallei's of the whole known 
amounted to thirty thouGand world, 
men; but others reduce it to 

(9) OroJ. l iv, (x) Eutrop. /. U, 
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In 'Order to keep this governor in his duty, he is faid tohave 
made him a very ftrange prcfent, to wit, a chair covered 
with the skin of Mcias^ the treacherous phyfician, who had 
€iid from offered Fabricius to poifon his matter f . After all thefe 
thence ^»^«difguifes and precautions, Pyrrhus at latt fet foil for Epirus^ 
ts (nA)n arrived fafe at Acroceraunlum with eight thoufand foot, 
mmms, hundred horfe, after having Ipent, to. no purpofe, 

fix years in Italy and Sicily g. 

On his return, he found his treafures exhaufted, and his 
people difeouraged. To retrieve therefore his reputation, 
and make his troops fome amends for the hardfliips they had 
fuftered in Italy^ he refolvcd to invade Macedon^ where An^ 
iigonus Gonatas^ who had refufed to fend him any fuccours, 
then reigned \ and, being reinforced with fome companies of 
I^lAes ravaged the country, took many cities, overthrew 

him f If Antigonus in a pitched battle ; and notwithftanding that prince 
mnfir tf I'^^d a great many Gauls in his pay, Pyrrhus drove him from 
all Mace- place to place, and at length made himftlf matter of the 
don. whole kingdom of Macedon (P). 

Antigo- AntigomSy after his defeat, had retired to Thejfalonicay with 
HUS re- the remains of his fliattered army, intending to wait there 
duced to for a favourable opportunity of recovering his kingdom. 
great But Ptolemy the fon of Pyrrhus y a prince who almoft equalled 
Jiriightshy\{^^ father in bravery, though at that time but twenty-two 
Ptolemy yej|-5 of gge, purfued the unhappy Antigonus to his retreat, 
put to the fword the few troops he had with him, made him- 
r us. matter of Tlocjfalonicay and reduced the kin^of Macedon 
to fuch ftreights, that he had no place to retire to in bis mif- 
fortunes but the forefts K 

lUs expe- Ix was natural for PyrrbuSy after thefe conquefts, which 
dtion into enriched and incrcafed his army, to return to the 

Pelopon- affiftance of the TarentineSy and his allies ill Italy. But his 
nefus, 


^ ZoNAR. I. viii. c. 7. 8 Plut. ibid. Justin. 1 . xxv. c. 3. 

Pausan. in Attic, p. 1 1 . See vol ix. p. 104, 105. ^Justin. 
I. xxv. c 3. See vol. ix. p. 105. Plut. ibid, Diodor. SicuL. 
1 . xxii. in excerpt, Valesii, p. 266. 

(P) After the victory which MolofTians, confecrates to the Ito- 
Jie gained over Antigonus^ he nian Minerva thefe bucklers of 
hung up the fpoil%«<?f life Gauls the fierce Gauls, after halving de- 
}n the temple of Fallas of Itonia^ feated the whole army of Anti- 
a finall city between Fhera and gonus. 7he defeendents of iEacus 
tarijfa^ with the following In- are fill the famcy brave and 
fcriptiqn ; Pyrrhus, king of the valiant ( 2 ). • 

(2) Flut. ibid. Paujan. in Attic, p. 1 1 , Z 2 « 
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^nconftancy, or rather the fear Ke was in of t\\c Romns^ made 
him take another courfe. New enemies, and new hopes, 
drew him into Pihponnefus^ whither he took with him his 
two fons, Ptolemy and Helenus^ inftead of leaving at Icaft one 
of them in Macedon^ to keep that country in awe, and watch 
the motions of Anttgonui. He had been invited thither by 
CUonymus king of Sparta ^ who, being driven from his capital 
by Areus^ his ambitious nephew, and by the intrigues of his 
wife Chelidonis^ had recourfe to Pyrrhus^ whofe viilorics had 
made him famous all over Greece. The king, who was ever 
palling from one enterprize to another, readily complied 
with the requeft of Cleonymus^ and taking with him five-and- 
twenty thoufand foot, two thoufand horfe, and twelve ele- 
phants, entered Peloponnefus^ not lb much with a defign to 
re-eftablilh Cleonymits^ as to make himfelf mafter of all Greece. 

But the obftinate rcfiftance he met with at Lacedeemon^ not 
only from the men, but alfo from the women, who, on that 
occafion, behaved like true heroines, obliged him to drop this 
enterprize, as we have related at length in the hiftory of the 
Laccdamonlans^. He had fcarce rcfulved with himfelf to 
retire from before Lacedamoriy when a jiew projeft made 
him haften his departure, in order to try his fortune in an- 
other quarter. 

Jlrijilppue and An/Uas^ two of the principal citizens o(His expe^ 
ArgoSy having excited a great fedition in that city, the ior-diticn a- 
mer, to make good his party againft his rival, had drawn<f^^V^ 
Antigonus into«jiis intereft ; which was enough for the latter 
to call Pyrrhus to his alliftance. The king was overjoyed 
the arrival of an exprefs from Arijliasy inviting him to en- 
gage in a new war 3 and defpifing Antigonus y who had already 
recovered great part of Macedony he drew off from Laceda- 
moHy and haftened to Argos. But Areusy having timely notice 
of his departure, concealed his troops in the moft difficult 
paffes, and having fuffered the advanced guard of the Epirot 
army, commanded by Pyrrhusy to march by, fell unexpedled- 
ly on the rear, and cut off a great number of the Gauls and 
Moloffians^ who compofed it. Hereupon Pyrrhus detached 
his fon Ptolemy to their relief 5 but the young prince, fuffer- Uis fon 
ing himi'elf to be hurried on by his too great courage, was Ptolemy 
killed in the engagement by one Orafus ^Cretan. The kingXvV/f//. 
being informed cf his fon’s deafli, which^^edled him in a 
very fenfible manner, fuddcnly faced about, and falling upon 
the Lacedccmonian cavalry, who, under the command of 
Evakusy an officer of great reputation, had imprudently ad- 

^ Secvol. vii. p. 126, &feq. 
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vanced into the plain, made a great havock of thofe troops. 
He was always dreadful in battles •, but on this occaAon, when 
grief, and the defire of revenge, inflamed his natural ardofy 
he even furpafled himfelf. He Tingled out Evalcus in the 
throng, and breaking through the troops that furrouiided him, 
killed him on the fpot at the flrft blow. The death of To brave 
a man dilheartened the Lacedamontans^ who now began to 
give ground. On the other hand the EpirotSy being animated 
by the example of their king, purfued the advantage with 
fuch ardor, that the enemy were put into the utmolt confu* 
iion, and at length obliged to fave themfelves by a diforderly 
flight, after having lofl the greateft part of their cavalry. 
After this viftory, when the dead body of hb fon was brought 
to him, he exprefled the deepeft concern ; but at the fame 
time feened to blame him on account of his too great bold- 
nefs, faying, I ayn not at all furprtfed that my fon has lojl his 
life ; I did not expeli he would have itved fo long. 

Pyrrhus having thus revenged the death of Ptolemy with 
Lacedamonian blood, purliied his march to 
and arriving before that city, encamped in an advantageous 
Tituation, at a fmall diftance from Antigonusy who was come 
thither before him. I'he next morning he fent an herald to* 
AntigonuSy challenging him to a Tingle combat : but that 
prince returned him the following apTwer j ^Pyrrhus is Ured 
of his lifcy he tnay find ways enough to put an end to it. The 
inhabitants of Argos feeing two foreign kings ready to engage 
at their gates, and not doubting but the conqueror would feizc 
on their city, and from a free people reduce them to a ftate 
of flavery, fent embafladors to both princes, intreating them 
to withdraw their forces, and fufFer the citizens to compofe 
their diflTercnces by themfelves. Antigonus readily confented 
to this propofal, and, to convince them that he had no deflgn 
upon tlicir city, delivered up his Ton to them as an hoftage. 
Pyrrhus likewife promifed to retire ; but, as he offered no 
fccurity for the performance of his promife, the Argians 
began to fufped him of infiucerity ; md indeed not without 
reafon, the fadious Arifiias having agreed to open one of the 
gates to him that very night, and put him in pi^eiSon of the 
city. The traitor kept hu word, opening the gate in the 
dead of the night,^and conveying a body of Pyrrbus^Gauls 
into the marketplace, whltb was in the centre of the city, 
without being difeovered by any of Arijlippus^ts party. But 
Pyrrhus not thinking that body fufficient to make bead 
againft the citizens, ordered his elephants to advance, with a 
defign to draw them up likewife in the market-place. But 
it unfortunately happened that the gate, which was delivered 
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up to Pyrrhus^ was not high enough for the elephants to pafs 
with their towers on their backs \ fo that it was neceflary to 
take them off, and replace them, after they had entered the Enters 
city. As this could not be effected in the dark without fome Argos, 
noife, the Argons hearing it, ran to arms, and finding the 
enemy polled in the centre of the city, fled to the fortrefs, 
and from thence fent meflengers to Anitgma^ preiling him 
to advance without lofs of time to their ailiftancc. He im- 
mediately marched up to the walls, and ordered his Ton 
Alcioneus to enter the city at the head of his beft troops. In 
this critical jun(3;ure, Areus king of Lacedamn arrived like- 
wife at Argos with a thoufand Lacedamnians^ and the fame 
number of Cretans ; and joining the Macedonians^ charged 
the Gauls with the utmoft fury, and threw them into diforder. 

Pyrrhus haftened to their relief with a body of Molojfians ; 
but the darknefs and confufion were fo great, that he could 
neither be heard nor obeyed. 

The fight lafted all night, and at break of day the ftreets 
appeared covered with dead bodies, and llrcaming with blood, 
the Macedonians^ Argians^ Cretans^ Epirots^ Gaulsy and 
EacedamonianSy having fought all pell-mell in the dark, with- 
* out diflinguifhing their friends from their foes. Pyrrhus Attempts 
not, a little furprifed to fee the city filled with the encmy*s^® 
troops ; and imagining all was loft, thought of nothing but 
a timely retreat. As he was under fome apprehenfion, with 
refpefl: to the gates of the city, which were too narrow, he 
fent orders tb his fon HelenuSy whom he had left without 
with the main body of the army, to make a large breach in 
the wall, and be ready to cover his retreat, in cafe he fhould 
be overpowered by the enemy. But the perfon he fent to his 
fon mifunderftanding his orders, delivered a quite contrary 
meflage j jn confcquence of which, HelenuSy inftead of 
making a breacli^ in the wall, drew out the flower of his 
troops, and attempted to get in at die gate, in order to affift 
bis father, But the paffage being ftopt up by an elephant of 
an enormous fiT&c, and the Argians crouding about the gate 
to prevent Helenas from entering it, a (harp engagement 
enfiied, in which great numbers were killed on both fides. 

At length Helenusy fearing left his father might be in danger, 
forced his paflage through the thickeft ranks, 

and made way for the reft of his forces to rollow him* But 
he had fcarce* got in. when he met his father, furrounded wykr- 
by the enemy on all udes, and fighting bis way through them, rounded on 
in order to retire by the fame gate out of the city, which ^e^^uallfidssy 
^ould no lon^r hold, moft of his men being either killed or 
wounded. The troops which HfUnus led, were fo thronged 
* under 



jo8 ^be Hifiory of Epirus. 'B. Ut 

under the gate, that they wounded one another with their 
arms, and fo obftruded the paflage, that it was impoffible 
for Pyrrhus to get through them. He often cried aloud to 
them to retire, and clear the way ; but his voice not being 
heard in th.it noife and confufion, they Hill continued to ad- 
vance, preiling upon one another, and putting the few troops- 
that were wi'h the king in great diforder. Hereupon Pyrrhus 
pulling off his diadem, to prevent his being known, faced 
about, and cliarged the enemy with the utmoft fury. While 
he was thus fighting in the croud, and making a great flaughter 
of the enemy, a common foldier of Jrgos attacked and 
wounded him with his javelin. Hereupon the king, inflamed 
at the fight of his blood, flew at the aggrefTor with a rage 
not to be expreffed, and was ready to make him pay dear 
for his boldncfs ; but the mother of the Argian^ who, with 
other women, beheld the combat from the top of an houfc, 
being alarmed at the imminent danger of her fon, threw 
down a tile, the lirft thing flie laid liold of, upon Pyrrhus^ 
which, falling upon his head, gave him fuch a blow, that he 
daggered awhile, and fell fenfeJefs to the ground ; which one 
'Zopyrus a Macedonian obferving, and knowing who he was, 
dragged him into a porch, and there with a trembling hand 
and killed, Qxxi off his head, and carried it to AlcioneuSy who rode full 
Year of fpecd with it to his father AntigonuSj and threw it down at 
the flood prince reflefting on the inftability of human 
Bef^Vhr viciflitude of fortune, fevcrcly rebuked^ his fon 

* for thus infulting over the remains of fo greaf a man ; and, 
taking up the head, covered it with his own garment, and 
caufed it to be lionourably interred K 
Ills cha- Such was the end of Pyrrhus y a prince to whom the title 
raHer. of a great captain isjuftjy due, lince he was fo highly efteem- 
ed by the Romans themfclves, and by a perfon the moft 
worthy to be credited, with relation to the merit of a war- 
rior, and the beft qualified to form a right judgment in that 
particular. For Livy tells us that Hannibaly when asked by 
Scipioy who, in his opinion, were the greateft generals in 
the world, named Alexander in the firft place, Pyrrhus in the 
fecond, and himfelf in the third (Qj. All the antients tell 

us, 

^ Plut. ibid.^SZ^'i^^fMAX. I v. c. i. PAUSAN.in Attic, p. 12, 
Justin. 1 . xxv. c. 5. Sec alfo vol. ix. p. io6. ® Liv. 

1 . XXXY. C. 14. 

(Q^) Plutarchy in his life of great commanders in the nuorld* 
FyrrhttSy relates this matter in a Pyrrhus nvas the firfiy both for ex^ 
different way. His words are, perience and capacity i the fecond 
Hannibal faidy that of all the place be gave to Scipio ; and rt^ 

• ferved 
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ufi, that no general underftood the art of war better than the 
king of Epirusy who learnt them by principles and rules, as 
well as byufeand experience, and Is /aid to have written feveral 
volumes on encampments, and the diiFerent ways of drawing 
up an army (R)* 


fsnved the third for himfelf as 
nue ha/ve ohfewed in the life of 
Scipio. We do not difputc what 
Plutarch may have faid in the 
laft-mcntioned work, which has 
not reached our times ; but only 
obferve, that in the life of Pla- 
niinius he relates the opinion of 
Hannibal otherwife than he does 
in the life of Pyrrhus. This ge- 
neral I fays he, in the life of Fla- 
tninius)^ and Scipio Africanus, 
had an interfuie^w at Ephclus; 
and the converfation turning upon 
this queftion, W ho woere the great- 
ejl generals? Hannibal named 
Alexander in the fit ft place, Pyr- 
Viius in the fecond^ and himfelf in 
the third. Scipio is here exclu- 
ded, whereas he is the fecond in 
the life of Pyrrhus^ where no 
mention is made of Alexander. 

likewife givgs us an account 
of this conference, and exaflly 
agrees with llutarch in the life 
of Flaminius {3) : for, according 
to him, Hannibal gave the Arit 
place to Alexander^ the fecond to 
Pyrrhus^ and the third to him- 
felf: whereupon Scipio^ feeing 
himfelf excluded, faid, with a 
fmile, Afidnxjhat place wuld you 
claim ft ad you overcome me? Had 
I overcome you^ replied Hannibal^ 
IJhould look upon myfelf as fupe- 
rior both to Alexander, and to 


Pyrrhus : which was implicitly 
owning, that Scipio had not his 
equal, and therefore was not to 
be brought into competition with 
other generals*. The Withers Ca- 
trou and Rout lie ^ difigreeing, in 
this place, with the ancients, tell 
us, that Hannibal named Alex- 
ander in the firft place, Pyrrhus 
in tho fecond, Scipio in the third, 
and himfelf in the lall (4]. It is 
an unpardonable fault in a writer 
to pafs his own conjcdlures upon 
the readers for matter of faft. 

(R) Theft? books are mention- 
ed by TuUy ( 5 ) ; and Donat us tells 
UP, that Pyrrhus invented a fort 
of game, like that of chefs to 
repreient the different ways of 
making attacks, and drawing up 
armies in battalia (6). gives 
us the fame account of Pyrrhus^ 
or rather makes Hannibal fay as 
much of him : He was, fays that 
great general, thefirft, who per- 
fectly underftood how to encamp, 
choofe his ground, and poft his 
men to advantage (7). He is 
generally re prefen ted by the an- 
tient hiftorians as a prince of an 
uncommon underftanding, and of 
great figacity and penetration. 

It is therefore furprifing, that 
fully ftiould take him to be in- 
cluded in the famous verfes of 
Enniuj, wherein that poet fays. 


Semper fuit ftolidum genus JEacidbrjrjqn^^ 

Bellipotentes magis quam Japientipotentes ( 8 ).. 

A ftupid race th' AEacidec appear, 

Lefs fam'd for wifdom, than for feats of war. 

(3) Li<u. L XXXV. (4) Vid. hift, Roman, ad ann. urh, 474. ( 5 ) C/V, 

/. ix. epift* 15. (6) Donat, in comment, Eunuebt Ttrent, (7) Liv, ibid* 

CiV> de divin, i, ii, 

Pyrrhus 



no 
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Pyrrhns had, befides his miliury talents, many other 
commendable qualities, to wit, a great deal of good-nature, 
much compafSon for the unhappy, and no lefs gratitude for 
^ofc who had obliged him. When Mropm^ one of his chic'f 
favourites, who had done him confiderable fcrvice, died, he 
W'ept j and was heard to fay. It is not his death that mojl of- 
fiiits me ; he has paid the debt he owes to nature* My concern 
zs^ that I fo long delayed making him a fuitable return for bit 
fervicesj and by that means am deprived of the pleafure of Jhew- 
ing my gratitude Cicero commends him even on account 
ot his probity : Two great generals, fays that writer, difputed 
the empire of Italy the Romans Pyrrhus\ and Hannibal: 
the probity of the former is ftill remembred, and fpoken of 
with refpefl, in Rozne ; but the cruelty of the latter has render-* 
ed his name and memory odious to this city His only faults 
were ambition and inconftancy ; the former did not fo much 
proceed from an avaritious defireof enriching himfelf, and 
poflefling vaft dominions, as from a love of glory ; he had 
propofed Alexander the Great to himfelf for a model, and in 
all his enterprizes had no other view, but to equal and even 
furpafs that conqueror. His inconftancy indeed was very re- 
markable, as is plain from what we have already faid of him*« 
He had fcarce tried one enemy, when he was for engaging 
another ; fcarce undertaken one enterprize, when he was for 
entering upon another ; fo that his whole life was a continued 
feries ot new projefls fuccceding each other. When he had 
once conquered a country, he iieglefled all proper meafures 
for the preferving of it, how dear foever the conqueft might 
have coft him. Hence Antigonus ufed to compare him, as 
Plutarch informs us p, to a lucky gamefter, who did not know 
how to make a good ufe of his fortune, but lavilhly fpent 
whatever he got by gaming (S). 

** Plut, in Pyrrh. ® Cic. de amicit. ^ Plut. ibid. 

(S) Some authors find fault a private foldier. It is not the 
with him, and indeed not with- duty of a general to fight in the 
out a great deal of reafon, for foremoft ranks, but to be vigi<* 
expofing his perfon in all his lant for the common fafety of 
battles, without the lead precau- the army. Such were the fenti- 
tion, like a common foldier. A Tientsofthe antients ; but moft 
good commander, fay they, ought of the generals and kings, who 
to pique himfelf 4i^i<Iie wifdoni flouriihed in the age we are now 
andpradenceofhis conduA, and writing of, made no diftinftion 
not upon any a^ion, which only between the duty of an officer 
difplays drength and intrepidity, and a foldier, being lad adray by 
A comminder who brags of his the fortunate temerity of Aiex* 
courage, and rafhly expofes him- emder^ whom they pretended to 
ielf CO danger, confounds his own imitate, 
meric and funflion with chofe of « Hvt 
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But to return to the Epjrtts in Argos i they no fooner E- 
heard of the death of their king, but they threw down their pirots 
arms, and furrendered at difcrction. But Antigonus treated Argos/Str- 
them with great humanity, arid generoufly fent back to 
rus HAenus^ the king’s fon, who was alfo takMt prifoner,^i^'‘'^^* 
delivering to him the body of his unfortunate father inclofed 
in a golden urn 

Pyrrhus was fucceeded in the kingdom of Epirus by his Alexnn* 
ion Alexandory who, foon after his acceffion to the throne, derlL 
made himfelf mafter of Mactdotiy but was not long after driven 
both from Macedon and Epirus by Demetrius Alexander 
being thus in his turn expelled his dominions, fled to the^rer- 
nanians ; and, having raifed among them freih forces, returned 
into Epirus^ where, he was joined by fuch numbers of his own 
fuljedts, that Demetrius thought it advifeable to quit that 
kingdom, and withdraw into Macedon *• He afterwards en- 
gaged in a war with the //^rrW, and having gained over them 
a complete vidlory, palTcd the remainder of his reign in peace 
and tranquillity, without molefting his neighbours, or being 
jnolcftcd by them* (T). 

AUx* 

^ Plut. ibid. Vai.. Max. 1 . v.c. i. 'Sec vol. ix. p. 137. 

* Pz.vT, 1 . xxvi. c. 3 . Pausan. in Attic. • Frontin. ftra* 
lag. Val. Mar. 1. v. c. i. 

(T) He is celebrated by rot garifon, which Pyrrhus left 

as a great convnander, and faid at Loerh, when he fet out on his 
CO havewricceDabookon theme- expedition into Sicify. For •we 
chod of drawing up an army (9). don's fet him appear^ fay they, 

Athenoeus ( 1 ) teUs us, that in this nvitb his brothers in the laft 
kill’s reign a arcain kind of ofentures of the king their father, 
beans bloflbmed in a lake of Epi^ He docs not appear, ’lis true, in 
tus, and for two years together the laft adventures of Pyrrhus ; 
brought their fruit to perfedion ; but had the good fathers remem- 
which Teeming very ftrange to bered what they muft have read 
Alexander y he placed a guard \vkPlutarchW\ke>i Pyrrhus 
upon them, with orders to Jet no would have inferred from thence, 
oneptherthem,of even approach that he had been fent back into 
the lake. He no fooncr took this Epirus ; for he was there when 
Precaution, but theftalksof the his father was killed, as is maoi- 
^ns withered, and the lake fell from the above-mentioned 
fuddehly grew dry. ivriter, VW tells us, that dnti- 

^ The fathers Gt/roif and i^siffV/r, gonus delivered to Helenus the 
in their hiftory of Rome (2), tell body of his father inclofed in a 
be was perhaps murder- golden urn, defiring him to carry 
ed by the Laennfes with the Epi* it vox^ Epirus td hiT brother Alex- 
is) MVan. var, hift. (1) Athm, L lii. AJ eon. urh. 477. 

under. 
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Akxander left by his After Olympias^ fwhom he had 
married, a Con and a daughter. His daughter, by name Phthia^ 
married Demetrius II. king of Macedon. His fon, named 
Ptolemy. Ptolony^ fucceeded him in the kingdom under the tuition of 
his mother Olympias^ he being very young at his father^s death# 
He was a prince of great expcflation, but died when he Was 
fcarcc out of his minority, as he was leading his army againft 
the MtoHanSy who had feized that part of Acarnania vf\i\ch be- 
longed to the crown of Epirus ^ He left one foil, by name 
Pyrrhus Pyrrhus^ who, after a fliort reign under the guardianftiip of 
■HI. h,s grandmother Olympias^ \vas treacheroiifly murdered by the 
Ambracians^ leaving behind him one daughter, called by Jujiin^ 
Laudatnia^ by Paufauias^ Athemeus^ and Polyanus^ Deidamia, 
Dcldamia This princefs fucceeded her fathers but the EpirotSj A\CA^\n\n% 
to live under the government of a woman, fu horned Nejior^ 
one of her guards, to murder her ; but the aflafSn’s heart 
failing in the attempt, the unhappy Deida7nia fled for refuge 
is murder- to the temple of Diana^ where flie was barbaroufly alTaffinated 
*d- by one Milo^ who being fentenced to death for the murder of 
his own mother Philoteray redeemed himfelf from the punifli- 
ment due to his wickednefs by murdering his fovereign But 
he did not long enjoy the fruit of his crime ; for being feized 
with inadnefs, he laid violent hands on himfelf twelve days 
after the death of Deidamia. As for the Epirots^ they wlTq 
fevercly puniflied by heaven, firft with a dreadful famine, and 
afterwards with domeftic troubles, foreign wars, and many 
other calamities, which reduced their country to the laft extre- 
mity. This is the account we read in Polyanus : but Pau^ 
fanias tells us, that Deidamia^ after a fliort and peaceable 
reign, died quietly in her bed, leaving the Epirots^ as fhe had 
no ifl'ue, free to chufe what fort of government they liked 
beft if. But however that be, it is certain (for in this the an- 
tients are unanimous), that in tliis princefs ended the family of 
the Pyrrhidtr^ (^r the defendants of Pyrrhus Neoptokmus ; and 
that upon her death the Epirots formed thcmfelves into a re- 
public, which was governed by annual magiftrates, or prae- 
tors, chofen in the general aflembly of the whole nation. Of 
this republic we have already given a diftindl account in our 

* Justin. I. xxviil. c. 3 . Pausan. Ibid. ® Justin, ibid. 
PoLY^ffiN, I. iii. OviD^.in Ibin. Pol Y.ffiN. ibid. * Pau- 
san. in MefleniacT. * 

under. The (ame prince is men- n/rus^ who give us a particu- 
tioned, as fucceeding his father lar account of his wars with An- 
in the kingdom of Epirus^ by tiganus Gonatas, with his (bn 
Juft in ^ Paufamas^ Front inus^ Demetrius, and alfo with th'C 
Valerius Maximus, and Atke'> Illyrians^ 
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hiftory' of Qretce from- the tine it was fiift formed, till it Was 
. reduced by the Ramans to a province /. We ihall ohly ob- 
serve here, that the on one fide, and the //^r/</nr 

.on the other, taking ^vantage of the inteftine divifions, 
which, generally fpeaking, attend a popular government, 
ifeized on feveral provinces belonging to the EpiretSy and an- 
nexed them to their re/pe£live crowns | and hence it is, that 
though the kingdom of Epirus made a confiderable figure, the 
republic fcarCe made any. Arijietlei as Stephanus informs us, 
wrote a particular book on the polity af the Epirots ; Whence 
We may infer ,< that they were governed by excellent laws j but 
as that work has not reached our times, we can give no ac- 
count of them. Plutarch tells us, that the Epirots enjoyed a 
kind of liberty, and indeed the bell fort of liberty, under their 
Jtings ; for, according to him, a general aflembly of the people 
was yearly convened at Pajfaron^ a city in the province of 
Mouffisy where the king bound himfelf by a folemn oath to 
govern agreeably to the laws, and the people to obey and fup- 
port him as long as he did fo. Their form of government 
was, it feems, of the fame nature with ours, and therefore 
far preferable to any other. But it is now time to difinifs this 
fubjed, and pafs to the hiftory of other kingdoms. 

• 't See rol. vii. p. 403. k feq. 


CHAP. IX. 
Hiftory of Bithynia. 


T his country, antiently known by the names of Myfia, Names, 
Mygdonia, Bebrycia, Mariandynta, unA Bithynia, vsosfitmatien^ 
bounded on the weft by the Bofporus Thracius, and part&c. 
ofth^ropontis ; on the fouth by the nvnRJjyndacuStZnA mount 
Olympus ; on the north by the Euxine Tea ; and on the eaft by 
the river Parthentus Ptolemy extends the confines of A- 
tlyma on this fide to Citorum on the coaft, and to yuliopoUs 
in the inland country, comprehending under the name of Bi~ • 
thynia fome provinces belonging, according to other geo- 
graphers, to Galatia and Pa^lagmia. 

xHE chief cities of Bithynia on the ^aft were, Myrlea on Cities m 
the Propontis, not far from the mouth olTiSTC Biyndacus. This the Pre- 
City was fo called from Myrlus of Colophon its founder, as pontis. 
Stephanus informs usi or,.as others will have it; from Myrlea, 
a celebrated who either founded or adorned it. It 

Waa detnollfited by Philip of Macedon the father of Perfesy 


» PuM. l.v. 


c 32. 
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and ^rebuilt by Prufias king of Bithynia^ who from hik wife 
called it Apamea It was afterwards honoured With the 
title of a Roman colony, many Romans j who hid fervdl i!i 
having fettled there, as Strabo and Pliny ® inform us: 
but the latter was certainly miftaken, when he placed thii 
among the inland cities. Dafeylosp at a fmall diftance front 
the Rhyndacus. Cius built by the MiUftans on a river of the 
feme name, deftroyed by Philip the father of Prrfes^ and re- 
Nicome whofc name it bore ever after hTicomedia^ 

dia. the metropolis of Bithynia^ fo called from Nicomvdes^ the fon 
of Zipoetes^ itS founder Strabo Teems to doubt by whicli of 
the Bithynian kings it was founded All the antients fpeak 
of it as a place of great note (A). 

In this city the Roman emperors refided, when the afFairs 
of the empire called them into the eaft. Conjiantine the Great 
chofe Nicomedia, as we read in Nicephorus S, for the place 
of his abode after he retiVed from Rome^ and there remained 
till the buildings he had begun at Byzantium were fihifhed* 
This city, once fo famous, is now but a fmall village, known 
to the Turks by the name of Schemiih. ProneSlus^ a colony 
of the Phoenicians^ as Stephanuf informs us* Drepanum or 
Dnpaney mentioned by L/ty, Floras y andmoft df \\it Lath 
hiftorians. All thefe cities flood on the Propontisy now the 
fea of Afarmora* 

Cities OH On the Bofporusy which parts Europe from AJia^ and joins 
the Bof- the Propontis with the Buxine fea, ftood the famous city of 
porus. 

^ Strabo, 1 . xii. p.588. ^ Strab.&Pun. ibid. ^ Plin. 

ibid. Pomp. Mela, l. i. c. 19. ^ Tzetzes chil. 3. hiftor. 115. 

v.11^50. ^ Strab. 1 . xiii. p. 388. < Nicepuor. 1 . vii. fiib itnri 

(A) P/fejf calls it a famous and emporor Julian the Rpmite. 
beautiful city ( i ) ; Ammianus Paufanias^ Mareellinus (4}, and 
the mother of all the Trebellius Foltio (5), tell us, 
tioeaoi Bit bynik(t), Paufanias this city was formerly call- 
thegreateftand firft cityofi?i>^- ed AJiacm, Sttphams will 

compares it to have its antlent name to have 
-RameJByxantium^AkxandriUyZxA been Otbia, But Nicomedia^ 

that time the four great- Aftacus^ and Otbia^ are fpoke 
ell cities of the world ; and fays, of by Ftolemy as three neigh- 
. that though it was perhaps infe- bourii^, but diHinfl cities. Stta- 
rior to them in bignefiir^t equal; ho writes, that Nicontedes deflroy- 
bd them all in beauty. This tA Afiacus^ and transferred its in- 
author lived in the time of the habitants to Nicomedia (6). 

(1) Piin, l, V. c. uUim, (i) Amman, MarMin, /.zvii. e. 13. (3) Pau,' 

fan, Eiiat, i. c, (4) Pauhtn, ^ Arnmion, BfamUiit* ibid, ($) l^eheih 

Pali, in CaUienh, r. 4* (6) Strab, ibU% 


iSmkedm 
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Cbaludm or Cakedm^ antiently known by the names of Pro- Chalce- 
arajlis and Colbufa. Pliny Strabo and Tacitus call it don. 
the city of the biind^ ^lludingi without all doubt, to the an* 
fwer which the Pythian Apollo gave to the founders of By^ 
xantiumy who, confuhins the oracle about a place where to 
build a city, were direfted to choofe that fpot which lay oppo- 
lite to the habitation of the blind y that i.^, as was then under- 
ftood, to Chalcedony the Chalcedonians well defer ving that 
epithet for having built their city in a barren and Tandy foil, 
without feeing that advantageous and pleafant fpot on the op- 
pofite/hore, which the Byzantines afterwards chofe (B). 

Chalcedon in the Chrillian times became famous on ac- 
count of the council, which was held there againft Eutyches* 
the emperor Falens caufed the walls of this city to be leveled 
with the ground for Tiding with ProcopluSy and the materials 
to be conveyed to Conjlantinophy where they were employed 
in buijding the famous Valentinian aquedu£l (C). 

Chakedon is at prefent a poor beggarly place, known to 
the Greeks by its antient name, and to the Turks by that of 
Cadiaciy or the Judges town 

.On the Buxine fea flood the city of Heracleay once a re- Cities on 
public of no fmall note. It is commonly called Ponticay or the Eii- 
HeracUa on the Pontusy to diftinguifli it from feveral other xine fea^ 

** Plin. ibid. . * Strab. 1 . vii.p. 221. ^ Tacit, annal. 

Lxii. c. 63. * Tournefort. voyage au Levant, vol.ii. 

(6) Confiantine the Greats if dit Cedrenus deferves, we leave 
Cedrenus is to be credited, had our readers to judge, 
beibh^ guilty of the like over- (C) The pelamides, or tunhy- 
lig& had he not been warned filh, of Chalcedon^ were in great 
by afloniftiing prodigy. For requeft among the antiencs, as 
that author cells us, that Chalce^ GelUus and Varro inform us (8); 
den being dcilroyed by the Per- and are to this day thought by 
Jians^ Conftantine undertook the fome to have a better flavour than 
rebuilding of it with a defign to any taken elfewhere. It is there- 
iettle there ; but that feveral fore furprifing, that Plii^ and 
eagles, appearing unexpedledly, Strabo (9) (hould tell us, chat this 
carried away in their talons the kind of flfli never came near 
lines of the workmen, and let Chalcedony but kept clofe to the 
them drop at Byxantinm, This oppofitatlhore of Byzantiunty for 
miracle, which was feveral times fear of the white rocks conceal- 
r^peated. made Conftantine alter ed upder water on the coafl of 
Ais mind, and prefer Byzantium Afia^ 
to Cbaleedon (7 ] . But what cre« 

'(7) Ctdren» I. iif. (6) jtuL Attie% Varro it rt ruflU, /. n» 

(9} Plin. & Strab. ibii. 
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lieraclea. cities of th: fams name. Paufanias and the fcholiafl: of 
Apollotiim " tell us, that it was founded and peopled by a co- 
7he anti- loiiy of the Megarenfes and Tanagrai of Bccotia, With them 
ent hijiory Juflin agrees, and acquaints us on what occafiun tYifiBceotians 
of this undertook the building of this city. The Bceotiansy fays he^ 
being reduced to great diftrefs by a plague, had recourfe to the 
oracle of Delphos^ which injoined them to fend a colony into 
the country bordering on the Pontusy and there build a city in 
honour of Hercules. But the Boeotians chufing rather to die 
in their own country, than expofe themfelves to the dangers 
of fo troublefome a voyage, refufed to comply with the in- 
jundfions of the oracle. Whereupon the Phccenfes invading 
their country, and committing every-where dreadful ravages, 
as they were not, by reafon of the plague, which ftill raged 
among them, in a condition to defend themfelves, they fent 
anew to confult the oracle, which returned the following an- 
Byyshom That what wou*d put an end to the plague, 

andyhat li^cwife put an end to the war. By this anfwer the 

^buiU underftood, that the only means to redeem themfelves 

*** ■ from the calamities they groaned under was, to follow the dl- 
rcdlion of the oracle \ and accordingly fent a colony into the 
country bordering on the Pontus^ which fettled on the coaft, 
and built the city of HeracUa 

ms (it city in procefs of lime acquired fuch wealth ;^ncl 

tQ^erful efpccially by fea, that it was not inferior to any of 

Sx fea. Grech ftates in JJia. Xenophon tells us, that in his time 
" * the Heracleans had a numerous fleet, and that they fupplied 

him with a fquadron to convoy his men after their retreat into 
Greece, There are fcarce any wars mentioned by the antients 
as carried on by fea in thofe parts, in which the Heracleans 
were not concerned, their friendship being courted l^all the 
princes of JJia in regard of their maritime power. To them 
chiefly Ptolemy Ceraunus was indebted for the fignal vidlory he 
had gained at fea ovts Antigonus Gonatas ; for they fent him a 
numerous fquadron of fhips well manned and equipped, among 
which iome were of an extraordinary fize, cfpecially one, 
called the Leontifera^ having on each fide eight hundred 
rowers, bcfidcs twelve hundred fighting men on board under 
the command of two experienced officers In the war 
which Antiochus waged firft with Antigonus the fon of Deme^ 
trius^ and afteryands' with the Byzantines^ the Heracleans 
affifted Antigonus againfl Antiochus with thirteen gallies, and ^ 
the latter with forty % They maintained for the fpace of 

pAi^SAN. 1 . V. " Scholiaft. Apollon, p.190. ® Justin. 

I.xvi. ^ Memnon, excerpt, c. 14, 15. ^ Idem, c. 17. 

eleven 
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^eleven years a fquadron of gallies in the fervice of the Romans^ 
which were of great ufe to them in their wars with the Afiatic 
princes, and likewifc againft the Maruccini^ a people of Africa J 
Many other inftances are to be met with in hiftory, which 
(hew that Heraclea was once one of the moil powerful dates, 
at lead by fea, in Afia^ The Heracleans feem to have main- 
tained a good underdandinp; with the \i\ngsofPerfa \ and on 
that account refufed, as Jujlin informs us % to pay their 
quota, when the Athenians im^okd a tribute on the Greek 
cities of AJia Minor ^ for the equipping and fupporting of a 
fleet to be employed in the defence of the common liberty. 

Upon their refufal Lamachus was fent againft them ; but while 
he was ravaging their country with the troops he had landed, 
violent ftorm (battered his whole fleet, fo that he faw him- 
ft'lf abandoned to the mercy of thofe he had provoked, not 
being in a condition to return to Athens either by fea or land. 

But the Heracleans^ inftead of treating him like an enemy, 
as he had reafon to expert, ufed both him and his troops with 
the greateft humanity and kiiidiiefs, fupplying them not only 
with provifions, but alfo with fliips to convey them fafe into 
Greece, They did not complain, fays JuJlin *, of the de- 
predations committed in their terfitory, but looked upon them 
as highly advantageous to their ftate, iince they oftered them 
an 'opportunity of gaining by civilities the Iricndihip .of fo 
powerful a republic. 

A s to their form of government, it was, as wc rcid in Form 
Arijiotle S ogginally deinocratical ; but democracy fooii 
way to ariftocracy ; for the fame writer tells us », that many 
of the nobles being fent out to lead colonies into diftant coun- 
tries, the people, in whom the fupreme power was lodged, 
began to opprefs thofe who ftill remained ; whereupon they 
ran to arms in their own defence, and having overcome 
of their adverfaries, took the whole power into their own 
hands. Soon after, new difturbances arilmg among the nobles, 
by reafon that the moll wealthy ingrofl'ed the whole manage- 
ment of affairs to themfelves, it was agreed, that the fupreme 
power fhould be lodged in the fenate, and that tlie fenate 
(hould confift of flx hundred members, all chofen out of the 
nobility. This new regulation incenfed the common people 
to fuch a degree, that they unanimoufly rofe againll: the nobles, 
and reduced them to fuch ftreights, flinjt they were obliged 
to implore the afliftance Tiwotheus x\\(i^the}iian^ and af- 
terwards of Epaminondas xhtTheban, But neither of thefe gene- 
rals caring to interfere with their domcftic quarrels, they were 

' Justin, 1. xvi. c. 3. • Idem ibid. * Aristot. 1. v. 

politic, c 5, « Idem ibid. 
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Tyrants (»/ forced to rccal Clearcbus^ a fenator, whom they tbemfdves ^ 
Heraclea. had banifhed. But as his banifhment bad neither improved 
his morals, nor infpired him with better principles^ he made 
the troubles, Jn which he found the city involved, (ubfervient 
to his wicked deiign of fubjeding it, ana ufurping the fbyereign 
Ckarchus power. With this view he openly declared for the people, 
atid having by their means humbled the nobles, he Cfiufed 
himfelf to be invefted with the whole power, which had been 
divided among them. * 

Being thus become abfolute, he exercifed all forts of cruel* 
ty upon fuch as gave him any umbrage : moft of the fenators 
were either barbaroufly aflaffinated, or^ftript of their eftates, 

• and banilhed their native country vr, Diodorus Siculus tells us, 
that he propofed to himfelf Dionyftus^ tyrant of Syracufe^ for 
his model in the art of go%^ernment *. The banilhed fenators/ 
having ftirred up the neighbouring cities againft him, he com- 
His cruel- polled their wives and daughters to marry his flaves *, and with 
ty, the affiftance of thefe havings vanquiflied the troops they led 
againft him, and taken many of them prifoners, he put them 
all to death, after he had made them fuffer the moft exquifite 
torments, which his cruel temper, and an eager defire of re- 
venge, could invent (D). 

Ckarchus^ after he had exercifed a moft cruel tyranny 
hmurdcr- over his fellow-citizens for the fpace of twelve years, was^at 
cd, laft put to death by Chion and Leonides^ two young citizens 
and difciplcs of Plato y (Ej. 

The 

^ Justin, ibid. Pi.ut. de fortun. Alexand, * Diodor, 
SicuL. 1. XV. y Diodor. SicuL. ibid. Suidas, 

Poly^m- itracag. 1. ii. 

(D) Theopompus of Sch tells us, (E) Nymphis of Heraclea^ as 
that he frequently obliged, with- quoted by Atbenitus (a), tell us, 
put aoy provocation, fuch of the that Cleacchusy though he aflPeQ- 
citizens as came to wait on him, ed to be a god, and caufed divine 
and even thofe he met in the honours to be paid him, yet to-» 
ftreets to drink a cup of the poi* wards the end of his life was fo 
fonoub juice of hemlock; and apprehenfive pf confpiracies, that 
that;, during his reign, no citizen he not only kept at home, but 
of any diilinttion would vrncure gave audience ihut up in ip a 
out of his hpufe till he arm- ftrong cheil, anfwering thofe who 
ed himfelf with rue, ' which is ? applied to him through holes 
|)owerfu} antidote, according to made for that purpofe. But as 
that writer, againft the juice of he was murdered by the confpira- 
hemlock, when taken before any tors, according to Plutarch (3), 
ptfcef food (1). and Diodorus Siculus while 

(j) Athtn, /. iif. r. Anfij^en. denirshih narration* p* 144. (2) >jf- 

tken, H; 4 , (3) flat, ad friott indott, (4; Woder.Sicul* /, 3;vl. . 
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This, confpu^tors delivered tbcir country frpm the tyrant ; Satynis. 
hut the tyranny flUl fubfifted* For CUqrclus having left two 
Tons, Timthm ami Dknjfim^ their uncle t^atyrw, feized on 
the fovereigo power, as their guardian and protedor, and 
equaled bis brother Clearebui in the tyranny of bis govern* 
ment : For he not only put to death the confpirators, their 
children, and all thofe who were any way related to then),'' 
but likewjfe fuch of the citizens as he imaging capable of 
following their eatample. However, he brought up his nephews 
with great care, and refigned the power to Timotheus as loon 
as he was of age, having held it bimfelf feven years 

Timotheus governs with great equity and moderation ; Timothc- 
whcnce he had the furnames of Euergetes and Soter^ that is, 
the beneficenU the faviour of his country. He ruled fifteen 
^ears, and was^ fucceeded by his brother Dionyfms^ who, Dionyfius 
taking advantage of the retreat of the Perjians after the battle 
fought on the banks of the Granicus^ reduced fome of the 
neighbouring provinces, and confiderably increafed the power 
of the HeracUans After the death of Alexander he married 
Amaflrh^ the widow of Craterusy and daughter of Oxyathreet 
the brother of Darius. Upon this marriage he afTumed the 
title of king, and maintained it with great dignity, being a 
prince of a mild temper, and always ready to facrifice his own 
cafe, and private intereft, to the welfare of his fubje^ls (F). 

He died in the fifty-fifth year of his age, and twenty- 
third of his reign ; and is hig^hly commended by all the an- 
fients on account of . his jumce, moderation, good-nature, 
affability, anu other princely qualities. Strabo^ no doubt, had 
this prince, and his brother in view, when he wrote 

that Heraclea had been governed by tyrants, and alfo by kings. 

He left two fons by his wife Amajiris^ to wit, Clearchus^ and 
Oxatres^ whom Diodorus Siculus calls Zathras, Upon bis 
death Amajlris married LyfimachuSy one of Alexander'*^ cap- 
tains, who by that means got pofleflion of Heraclea^ which 
file governed as guardian to her children s for they were both 

* Justin. L xvi. Memnon, excerpt, c. 17. • Dionoa. 

SicuL. ^MfiMNON, ibid. 

he was admiaidring jufiice in a kind of lethargy, from which 
public, we can hardly give credit his dopteftics could fcarce recover 
to hhmfibij. • him by 'running lone Mcdles, 

(F) JE/ian ($) and Atheneeus made ter thet p^rpA^, into his 
(*6) tell us, that he grew immo- fiefh. 
deratefy corpulent, and fell into 

r (%) SUatf, %ar. bift, 4 ix. r. x j. (#} Aiben, /. ^ii. e. z6. 
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• - verjr young 'iv^ien their father died. Lyfimthus aftewyarda 
divorced to iMXiy Arfmot the daughter of Ptolemy 

Philadelphus king of Egypt \ but ncvcrthclcfs kept “poffcffion 
; of the cjjty, and brought up the two young princes with great 
’care. They both attended kim in his expedition againft the 
' Getaj after which he fuffered them to return home, and re-" 
plearchus figned the government of Heracka to Clearchus the cldcft, al-i 
JI* lowing him to take upon him the title *of king. With thia 
title he govcrilcd Heraclea^ zccoxAmg to Diodonus Siculus^ 
feventeen years ; and was at laft put to death by Lyjimacbus 
.with his brother Oxatres for afl'aflinating their mother 
^ Jiris *> ; for they both corifpired againft her, and eaufed her to 
be fmothered, while fhc was going by fea from Heraclea to 
Amajlris^ a city which Ihe had buijt, and called by her own 
name. Upon their death Lyfimachus reftored the Heradeans 
to the full enjoyment of their antiept liberties. 

< But they did not long continue In that happy condition ^ 
Arjinoe^ who had a great afeendant over her husband Lyftma-- 
chusy having prevailed upon him to deprive them of the liberty 
Heracli- •^hich he had not long before granted them, and appoint one 
tus Ci- Uivaditm Cima.m governor of the place, a man intirely at 
piaeus. devQtion. After the famous battle of Coroupediotiy in 

which Lyjimachus was killed by one Malacoriy a native of He^ 
radeOy the Heradeans confpired to lhake off the yoke, under 
which they had groaned for the fpace of feventy-five years, 
determined either to recover their former liberty, or die in 
the attempt. With this refulution the chief citizens went in 
a body to wait on Heraditusy intreating him to retire of his 
own accord, and fuffer them to live according to their own 
laws. They offered him all poflihle fecurity for his perfon 
and efte£);s, belides a large fum of money to defray the 
charges of his. journey; At this propofal Heraditus in a great 
rage commanded the officers, who attended him, to put im- 
mediately to death fomc of the leading men, whom he named. 
But the officers, to bis great furprize, inftead of obeying his 
orders, feis&ed_^him,. and^carried him to the public prifon : 
for ihe^Heradeans had beforehand gained them over to their 
party, by making them free of HeradeOy and promiflng to 

E ay them the arrears which were due to them from Heraditus^ 

laving thus fecured the tyrant, they demoiifhed the citadel 

cleans which Lyjirpachus had built, railed one of their own citizens, 
gain their by name Phocritei^ to the chief magiftracy, and difpatched an 
mtient li- embafly to ^eleuiks king of Syrtay to acquaint him with what 
ler/y. they had done, and implore bis protection Seleucut hat} 
^ Diodor. Sjcvl. 1. xvi. Trog. in prplog. 1. xvi. Mbmmon, 
excerpt, c. 19 . • Justin. 1. xvii. c. 3 . Memnon ibid. t. S, 

^10. 
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been greatly prcjudj^ againft the Hiracliaf^ bf one Apbre^^ 

MJtus^ who»l^irfgrent by him to vifit thedHes of, Afta^ bad 
laid many thibga tp their chvge^ and reprefcnted theni asdif* 
afFeded to his perron. He was therefore (b far from promifing 
them his protejEfion, jcbat he threatened their embai&dors, and 
let drop feme dtpreifions, which gave juft girdand to fulpedj 
that he had fome defign upon their city. Hereupon the He- 
racleans entered into an offenfive and defeniive league with 
Mitjbridates king of Pentus ; thcByzanihes and Chalcidonians 
recalled all their exiles, and put ^hemfelves in a pofture of de- 
fence. But the death of Seleucus foon delivered them from 
their apprehenfions 

Fkom this time the Heraclcans enjoyed their liberties un- 
dlfturbed for many years. When the Rmans became for- Enter tnh 
midbble in they made an alliance with them, the ar tides alH- 
of which were engraved on tables of brafs, and lodged 2 iia»ce<witb 
Pme in the temple of Jupiter Capitolinuiy and at Heraclea 
in a temple of the fame god. Notwithftanding this alliance, 
the Heracleans'fyxScrtA greatly by the wars which they engag- 
ed in for the defence of their liberties, againft the Bithynians 
and Galatians, However, they held out againft their utmoft 
.cfFoits, and obliged them to withdraw their forces with dif- 
grace. In the war which the Romans waged with Mithridatet 
the Greats they rcfdved at firft to obftrve a Arid neutrality, 
and accordingly refiifed to admit that princess fleet into their 
harbour. But, on the approach of his general ArchelauSy they 
thought fit CO(;hange their meafures, and fide with him, after 
having murdered all the Romans who rcfidcd among them. 

Their treachery coft them dear j for Cotta y or rather Trwr/ws^Heraclea 
having after a two years fiege taken their city, pillaged and r^^dejiroyed 
duced it to aflics, as we have related in the hiftory of Pontus, h 1 
Cottay on his return to Romty was fev^rely icprimanded by 
the fciiate for fuflFcring fo great and wealthy a city to be de- 
firoyed. All the captives were fent home without r^nfom, 
and the inhabitants reftored to the pofleflion of their lands, 
and allowed the ufe of their harbour, and the freedom of 
commerce, 

Britagorasy one of the chief citizens, fpared no pains to re- 
people it \ but could not obtain for his fellow-citizens the refti- 
tution of their liberty, and ^ntient privileges. Strabo tells us, 
that many of the citizens being jcilled tiuting^ the fiege, and 
more after the place was taken, a numerous colony was fent 
from Rome to repcople it. Some of the new-Oomers fettled in 
the city, and fomc in the country j but the former were all^ Roman 


^ MaMi7QN}bid«c, ir, \z. 
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to 9 ftiM maflacred by Adioterixy th^ (on .of Dimmcelius 
]^ing of the Galatiansy not without the privity, as ym then, 
fiirpeded, of Mon Antony the triumvir, who had bellowed 
on the Galatians that quarter of the city which was inihabitcd 
the Romans *• But hjs cruelty did not go long unpunifla* 
ed ; for O^avtanus having taken him primner after the fii- 
mous battle of A^iumy carried him in chains to Rome to grace 
his triumph, and afterwards caufed both him and his fon to be 
put to death. From this time Heraclea continued fubjeA tpL 
the Roman emperors till the downfal of the empire, being, 
with its territory, made part of the province of Pontus. It 
did not lofe its former (plendor, even after the lols of its li- 
berty, as appears from fome antient inferiptions, and alfo 
medals, which have reached us, and were ftruck under the. 
emperors ^ Near this city was the famous cave through 
which Hercules is feigned to have defeended to the infernal 
regions, and brought up from thence the fabulous Cerberus* 
This cave was ftill to be feen in Xenophonh time ; but is now 
quite clofed up, though once two furlongs deep s (G). 

Inland ci^ The inland cities of Bithyniay which it may be proper to 
ties of Bi- notice of, were, Prufa at the foot of mount Olympus^ 
thynia. according to Strabo by Prufias king of Bithyniay 

who waged war with Creefus and CyruSy and not by Hanni^ ' 
baly as Pliny ^ would make us believe (H). 

Libyjdy 

« Strab. l.xii. ^ Vid.TouRNEPORT. voyag. 8cc. vol.ii, 

s Xenofh. Exped. Cyri Minor, l.vi. p. 220. EusrATH. ad Dio- 
wys.v.791. * Strab. 1 . xii. p. 388. * Plin. 1 . v.csp. ultim, 

(G)Thc antient hiftory of He- to the Greeks by the name of Pen- 
raclea was writen by Pifandery deraebi^ and to the Turks by that 
TimageneSy Panyajisy Doniitiusy of Eregri, We cannot, with a 
Calltftusy CyntstboHy Nympbisy modern traveller, take either of 
i^nd Memnoni for to thele Atbe- thefe names to be acorriiptionof 
n^us* Suidas, Stephanusy and the Heraclea PonticayOr HeyacUa ( 7 ) . 
icbcAioA oi JpolkniusyStioT miox (H) This city muft havp 

a more full account of what they been founded long before the 
briefly rdate of the HeracUans, times of Cretfus and Cyrusy if the 
But the works of thefe authors tradition be true, which the in- 
have been long fince loll, nothing habitants have tranfmitted to us, 
now remaining but an (;xtra^ pf on feveral medals ; that Ajax 
Memnon preferved by Photius in dabbed himfelf here with his 
his BibEotbeque ; and from him fword. |t is furpriling^ that 
we have in gr^t part copied Linsyy who has fo well deforibed 
what we have faid hPre of Hera- the neighbourhood of mount 
eJea. This city is at prefent a Olymfusy where the Gavds were 
very inconfiderable place, known defeated by ManliuSy ftouid not 
( 7 } Tf^urnefort, ikiJ* 
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Libjffa^ £imous for the deatli of Hannibal^ and the tomb 
of that great cditiiiiander, which was ftill extant in P/ra/s 
time K" SoiOe writers phce Likxffa on the coaft i but Strabo^ 
and iiiricfa him Siipbatmsj ahd molt of the antients, count it 
among the inland cities (1). 

Nie^aj or Nice^ which flood on the lake Jjcamus^ now 
the lake of Ifnkh. Tliis city was built, according to Strabo^ 
who calls it the metropolis of Bitlmia \ by Antigoms the fon 
of PhiUp of Macedon^ and from nim called at firft Antigtmia* 
Afterwards it was repaired and adorned by Lyfimachut^ 
who gave it the name of his wife Nicaa^ the daughter of 
Antipater. Supj^nus tells us, that Nicaa was originally a 
colonv of the jBottiai, a people of Thrace^ and called in the 
earlielt times Anchore (K). 

‘ The chief rivers of Sithyniawere the PJillis, Colpae^ San^ 
gariusj or Sagaris^ Hipias^ Rhebas^ and the Lycusy all dif* 
charging themfelves into the Euxine fea between Cbakeden 
and HeracUa. Livy was certainly miftaken when he wrote, 
that the Sangariusy the chief river of Bithynidy falls into the 
Prapontis. It fprings from mount Dindymus in Pbrygia^ at a . 

fmall 


^ Plin. l.v. cap.ult > Strab. I. xii. p. 389. 


mention this place. Pru/a was 
the place where the Oiboman 
princes refided before they ex- 
tended their copquefts into 
repe^ and is ilill one of the 
moil beautiful and populous ci- 
ties of JJia. We muft net, with 
fome geographers, confound the 
city of Prufa with that of Pru- 
fias^ of which we haveljpoken 
above. 

.1) Cr/J^r/«/coiije6bures, that 
it flood three or four miles di- 
flance from the fea, and was on 
thacaccouat called by feme a 
maritime, by others an inland 
city, or rather jpaflle. 

(K) PHny fpeaka of two cities 
in Bitbjnia bearing this name : 
fhe one he |daces twenty-five 

S iles eaftof Prufa^ now Burfa ; 

c other forty -four nprtK of 
Ntfoniedifl on the Ihke Afeamus. 
Put Strabo^ Ptolemy^ Stephanas, 
Mf/df fpeak of pne city oply 


in Bitbynia bearing that name, 
which they place on the lake Af» 
canius, lying to the north of 
mourn Olympus, and at a fmall 
diftance from the river Gallusm 
Nic4ta, according to Strabo, 
flood in a large and fruitful 
plain, was fixteen furlongs in 
compafa, well peopled, and in 
tht Reman times declared tfie me- 
tropolis of the fecond Bitbynia, 
Nicomedia being the capital of 
the firft. For Pentut and Bi* 
tbynla were by Auguftus made one 
province, but by his fucqeflbrs 
divided into two, called the Jirfl 
and feeend Bitbema, The fii^ 
general council held here, by 
the appointment of Cenftantine 
the Great, againft Arias, gave 
new luftre to this city ; for it was 
ever afor b^qnfed with do tifle 
and prjyimes of a metropolis, 
as appears from theafis of the 
council of Chakeion. 

^ The 
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fmall di{tance, from a town, which Strabo calls Sangia $ 
waters and Bithynia^ and, receiving in its courfe the 

iThymbr^is and the Gallur; falls into the Euxlne fea, over- 
againft the fmall ifland of Hyynias* Some geographers place 
ihe river Parthenius in Bithynia j but thefe extend the bounds 
of this country a great way into Paphlagonia. As Bithynia 
lies between the forty-firft and forty-third degrees of north 
latitude, and is watered by a great many rivers, it once 
abounded witli all the neceflaries of life. The antients com* 
pare fume of the inland provinces to the fruitful and delicious 
vales of Tempe itfelf ; but at prefent it lies in great part neg- 
Icdlcd and unmanured. ' 

hhahit^ Bithynia was antiently inhahited by various nations, differ* 
ing in their manners, culloms,' and language ; namely, the 
Bebryces^ the Mariandyniy the Caucones^ the DoUienes^ the 
Cimmerii^ &c (L). 

Thesh 

The reverend fathersC^^/rtf^ and tioned writers quote, Plif^ di- 
Rouilliy in their defeription of ftinguilhes tlie lake from 

A 7 r^, tell us (8), tliat tlic undent the gulf, on which he places the 
geographers place it on the lake antientcity of Olbia (9). Laftly, 
J/canius^ which, fay they, is now Pliny is not the only autJior who 
called the lake of l/nich j and a makes mention of the lake 4fca- 
iew lines after, queftion whether nius, Strabo tells us in exprefs 
diere ever was a lake of that terms (i), that Nic^a, the me- 
name, thinking it very natural trofoUs 0 / Bithynia, flood' on the 
to fuppofe, that Pliny^ the only Afeanius ; ardPr(7/if»^fpeak5 
author, fay they, who mentions of it as falling into the Euxine 
jt, by the lake Afeaniusy meant fea, between Prufias and the pro- 
the gulf of Olliay now the gulf montory Pofldium, 
of Nicomedia. If the aiitient (L) To inquire into the Ori- 
geographers place Nicr, as they gin of thefe different nations, 
iay, on the lakey^^»/V/, Pliny would be both a tedious and 
is not the only author who men- ufelefs task. Xenophon (z) and 
tious fuch a lake ; and if it be Strabo (3) are of opinion, that 
true, that the Afeamus is, by the the Bithynians and the Marian- 
modern geographers, called the dyni were originally Thracians^ 
lake of I/nichy how can wc who, croiling the Bofporusy made 
doubt whether there ever was a themfelves mafters of this coun- 
lake of that name ? Befides, it is try ; which, from them, was an- 
fo far from being natural to fup- tiently called the Afiatic Thrace. 
pofe Pliny to havct meant^ the gulf Some modem writers derive them 
Olbia by the lake Afeantusy that from AJhkenaZy one of Gomer'z 
his words evidently deftroy fuch fons ; but the only proof they 
a fuppofition ; for in the very allege to fupport their opinion 
paffage, which the above*men- is, the fmall likenefs they dif- 

(8^ AJ JKK, urb. 607. (9> p/m. a V. €ttp, uhim. (i) Strab, /. xiii* 

y. 389. (i) Xirijph. /. vi. Je erpedit, Cjr, (3) St*-aby /, xii. 373. 
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C IX. cf Bi&ynia. 

Th ESE different nations were antiently governed by kings 
of their owii, Bithynia beings in the earlicft tiraes, divided 
. into as many {kingdoms as nations or tribes. For Plutarch^ 
PolyanuSy zai SuphanWj mention Mandrm and Byfnus^ as 
reigning over thb Bebryas ; and Hyginus fpeaks of one Lycus 
king of the Marianiyni. But all we know of thefe fmall 
kingdoms, and the princes who ruled over them, is, that 
in procefs of time they were reduced by the more powerful 
kings of the Bithynians. But, as to the beginning of this king- 
dom, we are quite in the dark (M»). 

Strabo ^ fpeaks of one Prujias reigning in Bithynia in the 
time of Croefus^ the laft king of Lydia j by whom be was 
conquered. From this time the Bithynians continued fubjefil 
firfi to the Lydians^ and afterwards to the Perjians^ till the 
reign of Alexander the Great ; for we find them mentioned 
by Herodotus.^ among the many nations that attended Xerxet 
in his expedition into Greece^ While they were fubjefl: to 

" Strab. 1 . xii. p. 373. 

cover between AJhhena% and Af- pedltion ; and Apfian tells us, 
.eurwir/, the name of a lake in this that nine-and-forty kings had 
country. Stephanus fays, that reigned in Bithynia, before the 
the Martandyni were fo called, Romans were acquainted with 
from one Mariandynus, a native JJia, If what thefe authors 
of ^olis, who, with fome of write be true, the kingdom of 
his countrymen, fettled in that Bithynia mull have been erefled 
part of Bithynia,^ which lies be- before the trojan war ; which 
tween the rivers and P«r- we can hardly believe, lince 

thenius{e^. as quoted Homer, w^ho is fo exadl in enu- 

by ,Strabo (5}, will have this mcrating the nations in the 
Mariandynus to Jiave been a neighbourhood of l^roas, never 
petty king of Paphlagonia, and once mentions the Bithynians. 
to have fubdued that part of From his filence fome have con- 
Bit^nia, then called Bthryda, eluded, iVex Bithynia was uniii- 
which bordered on his domi< habited in the time of the Lojan 
nions. war ; and add, that the Thracians, 

(M) Diodorus Siculus pretends, who marched with Rhefus to the 
that the Bithynians were govern- relief of Troy, after tlie death of 
cd by their own princes, in the their king, and the taking of the 
time of Ninuj king of Affyria, city, fetued in that part of AJia, 
who, according to him, fub- which wzs afterwards known by 
dued their country. Phercrydes, the name of ^ Bithynia. This 
as quoted by the fcholiaft of name, fay they, the new-comers 
Apoiloniuj, mentions Amycus and gave to the prpvinces* in which 
Phyneus, as rdgning in Bithynia they fettled, from the Bithyas, 
at the time of ^e Argonautie ex- a river in their own country. 

(4) Ste/ft, ad Dir jtyf. v. 7S8. ( 5 ) Strak ilrsJ, 


the 
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the Pir^nsy tl^y were flill governed, it reeiiis, by their 
JGftgs of own princes | ifor Merman and Strah tell lis, Doedatfits or 
Bithynia. Dydalfus^ BoteraSy and BaSy ruled in Biihynia with Ibvereigh 
Doeclalfus^ power in the time of the nionarchy. Some writers 
Boteras, place in the reigh of Dcedaifus ^ invafion of the Byzen- 
W£as. tintsy Chakedmianty and Thraciansy who, entering Bithytnay 
committed there, as Diodorus , Siculus informs ui ihoft 
dreadful ravages ; and, having taken feveral towns, inade a 
great many captives, whom they inhumanly murdered, when 
diey found themfelves obliged to leave the country. Boteras 
was, according to Menmorty the fon of Deedalfusy and died 
in the feventy-fixth year of his age. He was fucceeded by 
his fon Basy who, having overcome Calantusy oiic of Aku^ 
under the Great*s generals, peaceably enjoyed the kingdom 
of Biihynia for the Vpace of fifty years, and died in the 
feventy^firft of his ageo. 

Zipoetes. Bas was fucceeded by Zipcetesy who waged war iirft with 
Year of the HeracIeanSy and afterwards with the Chalcedmians. Over 
the flood the former, he gained no confiderable advantage ; but re- 
2067. duced the latter to great ftreights, befieged their metropolis, 
^^^'and having drawn them to a battle, killed eight thoufand of. 
them on the fpot p. He was prevented from purfuing the 
vidory, which would have foon put him in pofleffion of Chel^ 
cedoHy by Patrecksy one of Antiochus Soter^o generals^ who, 
entering Bithynia^ put all to hre and fword. Zipcetes marched 
againft him, and, having concealed his men ^in an ambufh^ 
fell upon him unexpe6ledly, and cut him off with his whole 
army, as we have related in the hiftory of Syria. Zipoetes 
was fo overjoyed at this vi£lory, that he died foon after, in 
the feventy-fixth year of his age, and forty-eighth of* his 
Nicoxne- He left four fons, of which the eldeft, called Nicor 

des. medesy took pofleffion of the throne, and caufed, out of 
jealoufy, two of his brothers to be put to death. But the 
youngm, called by Memnony ZtpeeieSy by Livy r, ZitceaSy 
having faved himfelf by a timely flight, (eized on the coaft 
of Bithynioy which was then known by the names of Thracia 
Thyniacioy and Thracia AJiatica $ and there maintained a long 
war with his brother ; who, being informed that Antiochus 
Soter king of Syria w^is making great preparations to attack 
him at the fanre time, becaufe he had declared for Antigonus 
Gonaiasy called in the Gauls to his affiftance ; and on tbi^ 
occafion it was, that this people firft pafTed over into AJks. 

A OiODOR. Sicut. 1 . ail. s Mbmnon. exeei^. CrViik 

& 10. ^ Idem ibid. c. ii. . ^ Idem ibid, c, an 

* Liv. I. xxxviii. 

• Ih 
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ik. of Bithyniit: 

•, Iw tbjs lieginnli^ of Antioelms Stttr^t reign, NicamiJest 
having, with their ai&ftance> repulfed Antiochus^ overcome 
his brother^ and acquired the pofleffion of ail his father’s do- 
minions, bellowed upon them that part of Minor ^ which 

w^x^led from them Gatlogr^cia^ and QiAatia. As for 
ZifcoUSi be died in banilhment, his ari^ being routed by 
the Gauls^ and the cities, which he pofieCed on the coaft, 
obliged to fubixiit to the conqueror (N). 

jNicomedesj having no enemies to contend with after the 
defeat of his brother, and the advantages gained over the 
king of Syria j applied himfelf to the enlarging and adorns 
ing of the city of AJlacus^ which he called after his own 
namC) Nicomedia (O). 

HUomfdts had two wives; to Ditizek and Etazeta : 
the former brought him two fons, Zola and Pruftas^ and one 
daughte^ by name Lyfandra ; by the latter he had one fon, 
turned Tibius^ to whom, at the inftigation of his mother TibitesJ 
Eta:^tay he left the kingdom* But Zela^ who, at the timeZela. 
of his father’s death, was in Armenia^ whither he had been 
baniflied by the intrigues of his ftepmother, having hired 
^ army of Galatians^ returned into Bithynia^ drove out 
Tiiites^ and peaceably enjoyed the crown till his death. He 
was taken in a fnare, which he had laid for the Galatians % 
for, furpefling their fidelity, he invited their leading men to 
a. banquet, with a delign to cut them all off ; but they, upon 
private intelligence of what was preparing againft them, were 
beforehand with the treacherous prince, murdering* him in 
the beginning of the banquet •. 


Memnon ibid, Athen. 1, ii. c. i8. Plin. 1. tiii. c. 4, 


(N) Livy (6) and Juftin (7) 
tell us, that the G/?»/r, having laid 
waftfe the dominions of Zipates, 
kept the (polls for tfaetnfelves, 
but divided the counter with iW- 
comedesy calling their portion 
Gaihgr^ciai and herein thtfy 
agree with Desmtrius Byxantivsy 
who informs us, that Galh- 
gr^eia Was not given hy Nico^ 
nudes to the Gaulsy but held by 
them a|amft his will, after they 
had driven oiit his hrothw Zi- 
paetes (8), Dengetrius Byxantiuj 


wrote thirteen books on^e mi- 
gration of the Gauls out' of Eu^ 
rope into Afia ; but none of them 
have reached our times, 

(O) This is what wc read' in 
Pau/anias {y^/Trehellius Pollio[ l ), 
Afkmianus Mdrceilinus {z\ and 
Eu/ehius (3). But Memnon fays, 
that he built Niemedia over- 
againft die city of Afiacus% fo 
that Nicomedia and Afiacus were, 
according to this writer (4), two 
diftinft cities. 


( 8 ) hsm* in wfa 
(i) Pol/, 

Euffbt fn throa. 

He 


2 
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Pruiias. 


He was fucce«ded by his fon l^rufiasy fumami^ 

'or the ktme^ and alfo Cunegoi^ or thd hunter* This pf&ls|e» 
in the very beginning of* bis ieign» entered, into an aOi^iice 
with the Rhodians againft the Byzantines^ whom he reduced 
to great ftreights^ as we have related at laige in the hifto^y 
of Ehodes ^ Not long after, he engaged i A a WaT with the 
Galatians^ whom Attalus L king of PirgatAus^ had invited 
over into Afta^ defeated them in a pitched battle, took.feveral 
of their ftrong-holds^ and put all the Galatians he could gCt 
into his power to the fword,. without diftiodlron of (ex or 
age. When the war broke out between Antiochus the Great 
and the Remans^ he was folicited By the former to join him 
againft thofe powerful republicans ; but Scipiothy a letter, 
and LiviuSj admiral of the Roman fleet, by the promjfes hO 
made him, in the name of the republicy fixed him in the in- 
tereft of Rome^ as the reader may find in the hiftoi^ of Syria. 
But, notwithftanding his engagements with the Romans^ he 
invaded the territories of Eumenes^ their conftant friend and 
ally, being induced thereto by Hannibal^ who had taken 
refuge in his dominions. The advantages he gained over Eu- 
menes in this war, were chiefly owing to Hannibal^ who not 
only prevailed upon Ortyagon^ one of the kings of the Gala- 
tians^ and Philip king of Macedouy to fend him powerful 
fupplies, but took upon him the command of his forces, and 
in fcveral encounters put the king of Pergamus to flight, by 
fome ftratagem or other **. This awaked the jcaloufy of the 
Romans^ who thereupon fent T. Flaminius^ S^ipio Afrlcanus^ 
and Scipio Naftca^ into Afia^ to adjuft the differences between 
the two kings, and to perfuade Pruftas to deliver Hannibal 
up to them On their arrival at the court of Bithynia^ 
Hannibal retired to Libyjfa^ a ftrong caftle, which he had 
beexi'^lillowed by Prufias to repair in fuch manner as beft 
fuited the ftate of his afiairs. He had dug feveral private 
ways under-ground, which led from his lodginas to fo many 
different ifliies, through which be could make his efcape 
either bv fea or land upon the firft alarm ; for he had reafon 
to fufpcdl, that the king’s inclinations might change with his 
intereft. Flaminius^ after having propofed a plan of aecom-* 
modation between Pruftas and Eumenes^ acquainted the for^ 
mer, that Romo would never look upon him as a fincere 
friend, unlefs he delivered up Hannibal^ that irreconcilable 
enemy to their republic, who made no other ufe of bis liberty 

* Secvol. viii. p. 186. " Jvstih. I. xxxii. c«4^ 

^MiL. Probvs inHannib. ^ Folyb. legat. xlvii. JLiv. 
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'ifMtlimA Oim, 

rfa^i^’t6Wkthbi»»»MefMnyf tf^p^-Pnifia* 

ring aha^rottoftterono who md M>tntumttertkld^iiv*rsi^ 

iptrtd'tp.fivw/) the kitig^ilfov^t''it adVitifabic to lacrifice 1^ Hannibal 
CO the revenge of the reihrbitK) and H^o^nintere^. 

<iHtuikiMi nrithotit a moment Wwden death and”****** 

di^p^intd fe^ oetignaof his enemies, in a mafi- 
Wri* ^ 9 ^ ^ his grdiPPbtmmge s as we have reliited in the 
Pttganuu. 

*\Pri^ having thus abandoning h!s gueft a|td |dl)r m 
ttmperof the Romani^ gaiaed th^ir prote^iOa» 
liOOrdef to engage them ftiU mwe in his&vohr, a^^mm 
hi^ with men and money in their war with Ptrftt king of 
and, upon the redufiion of that country, Wds not 
dwmnt, like the other princes of the eaft, with fcngine an 
4mba% to Rmt to congratulate the fcnate on the fucc^s of 
tiieir arms $ but went thither in peribn, and diihonoured the Gat/ ta 
royal dignity with his mean and iervUe flatteries. The Rome, 
ihnate no iboner heard of his arrival In Itafy^ but diey fent 
XauSu CtnuOUi Scipit, the fon of StipU Afiaticus^ at fitr as 
SapM to meet him, with orders to defny bis ctayges, ahd 
condudt him to the capitol. Before he entered the ci^, ^ 
catafed hn head to be lhavcd, and took the pileusi or cs^ 
tribieh flaves wore after they had obtained their freedom' j 
on^kt that odd drefs advanced towards the forum, at 

tlw trifiunal, where the prtetors ufed to adminiftOf juftiee, 
jmd there'declarcd with a loud voice, that he had croilbd the 
^iaBs>'on purpofe to return thanks to^ the SemM god^ and 
congratulate the repaUie on her late vifimies. ^ v ^ 

His arrival being notified to the fenate, they fei^t dirties 
to receive and introduce him. Utefe Prt^t received airan 

filch mem flatteries aqd fhhmh&ons 'as were hfell 
'tbevattiri he bed t I AstwtoFsir ibe Mit "* Rome* 

IcMf ^ ^ a f ymT' Add he, qni Atn^ 'buMft 

I RiOaaii/ltVf /it at The 

imme* 

Ltv. 1 . sa^ix. c. 4 ; Pt«Y.\s 

p. 97. 

^ 1 : - diately.} 




Nthe requefttcd^ thathisaudim!e|^btbibp«itdif^||»' 
tVlPO di^y$f befng defirous to fee firll the ct^and templee^ 
viftt hb friends. The third day he was.jintroduccdy and^^ 
that oceafion betrayed a bafenefs of diftidy unworthy of the 
rank and title he bore. For» when h^ entered the fendle^ 

. . he kjiTed the threlhold, faluted the fenators with the tiUes df 
JfitifSf favicurs^ delvuenrs^ and pronounced an ha- 
rangue fuitable to that prelude ; in the clofe of which,' ho 
, related what he bad done for^ the republic in the CQprfe'df 
the war, and defircd the protedion of the fenate^ 
himfelf and his fon. After this,^ he preiented to theeonfcripf 
fathers a petition, which ^contained two articles) whereof 
the firft was, that he might be allowed to offer up facrificea 
in the capitol, and at Pnenejie^ by way of thankfgiving to 
Jupiter and Fortune^ for the fuccefs which had qtt^ded the 
arms bf the republic in the late war. The fecond ar^e wa$» 
tl^t the fenate would grant him a fmall territory, which 
had formeily belonged to Antiochus the Greats but was then 
held by the Gaiatians^ who had feized it without the confent 
of the republic. The fenate returned Frufias the following 
anfwer ; Wc give the king of Bithynta leave to offer facrUices 
at Pjme and Pranefte^ and order that the expences of 
vidlims, and all other things for the (acrifices, be defrayed 
^'by the public, in the fame manner as if our own magiftrates 
• were to offer up facrifices. As to the territory which the 
king defucs, we ihall fend commiffioners to judge of the 
affair on the fpot, after both parties fhall haae been heard. 
After this the fenate prefented him with feme filver vefiels, 
and made over to him two hundred and twenty-five fmall 
fhips, which had been taken from Gentius kxtig of Jllyricum. 
Than Prujias l^fi Rome j embarked zt^BrunduJiumy^ and fet 
fail with a fquadron of twenty gallies to take poffeffion of the 
fleet, which thc^ republic bad given him Some years after, 
that war broke out between him and Eumenes 11. which 
we have deferibed in the biftory of Pergamus^ where we have 
alfo related in what manner, and on what provocation he 
was firft driven from the throne, and afterwards aflaffinated 
ffis death by his own fon Nteemedes, Polybius tells us, that he was a 
and cha- monfter rather than a man ) thlt be had not one Angle virtue 
raaer. to make amends for the many vices vfrhicb rendered him in- 
fupportable to his fubje£b, and contemptible to foreigners^ 
He was a flraljger to all principles of Honour or honf%, of . 
a moft cruel and iavage temper, timorous, cowardly, aniiio 
addicted to pleafures of all fprts, that he feemed anatner 

y PoLYB. legat. xcY^* Lir. I. e. 44- ^ 

4 Sa^4Uf9fp0t^ 



mOift important bofinefir ^as, to dr<^8 
Ta/s our hitbr^^' to coiineal {he defor;nl(vvof hh 
IhlSaped ^nd body* He. was not zwmei to ap* 

|ieat publicdy in of a woman^' and dicw his fubjeAs 

afi^re no iefs Madwldban ridiculous, in a dreis that no way 
i&iced to it As be was bimfelf unacquaintbd with the liberal 
arts, he defpifed all kinds of knowlegc, “ ‘difcpuntenanced 
file Ibtdy of philofophy, and polite literature, and carefully 
aS'oided the converfation of fuch perfons as could form hts* 
)(piOd,' 4fir improve his tafte * (P). 

had two wives; to wit, Apame^ the daughter of 
DitgU52 one of the kings of Thtaci^ who brought him tWq 
fans, Niemedes and Prufias : the latter was furnamed Mo^ 
nodQtts^ Or tho jingle-fidothed^ becaufe, inftead of diftind); teeth, 
he had one continued femicircular bone m each Jaw. ^uftas 
married to his fecond wife the daughter of Philip King of 
jMeteed^ifi and had children by her alfo ; for y^ujlin tells ps^, 
'that be -intended to prefer his ifliic by the daughter of Philip 
to Nicomedes^ his eldeft fon by his firft wife ;* and that Mrs- 
medeij provoked at this unjuft partiality, took up armsagainft 
his father, and drove him from the throne ; but herein he . 
Ui£i|^rces with other writers, whom we have quoted elfewhere 
in ott** account of this revolution. 


Nmmedes 11 . fucceedeid his father^ and proved a no left^ficomc- 
cruel tyrant ; fbr he had fcarce afeended the throne, whendSs II. 
he facrificed all his brothers to his jealoufy and ambition »». 

He aflumed fne name of Epiphanest or the IlluJiriouSj though 
he performed nothing worthy of this title, or even of notice, 
during the whole time of his long reign. According to the 
accounts given us, by Strabo, Jtt/iw, and Memnon, fae^ be- 
gan to reign in the 607 th year of Rome, and was flill on the 
throne in the 649 th. All we know of him, befides what 
we have related in the hiftory of ^ergamus, is, that he built 


»Poi,YB. in excerpt. Valesii. » Athen. 1 . iii, c. 7. ' 

SviDAs vocePrufias. ^ Appian. in Syriac, p. 147. 

, (P) Un/f, in his account of Polybius, after having p'sen us, 

^ audu^e which the fenate as it were, a fpecimen erf the 
gave him, takes no notice of his fpeecK the ftavifh king made on 
^ Submiilions to theftnators: per- ^that occ^oir, brea^ itolf ab- 
'«]|^h»sheth 0 ttj|^tthey refle^dno ruptly, faying, tliSlt he was 
W mfhonOvn' on the fepate, who aummed to tfipeat the expreffions 
** mired them, dan on the king, he made ufe *of befote that ve- 
' who (0 Udieui p part, wt nerable aflembly ( 5 }. 

(5) Ifau xcvii. 
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X 33 ^ ^ ^ 

i:uiDg-it; W ms aam^, 

^ Strait xH^s us‘f tW W-wTOniirtx^B 

>Vh*i ^tanaer,«<(f4>»fin4 «dM^e 
cot^Ajjte, that as , he ;iaurAermll lffi |^tlwr« R> j|»^y 
treated Jb the fame maom^ fivtuS^rffu^de)* m 
that account, was, by ajntiidvnW iuimameu Pm&M 


the fame maoiu^ 


Nicome- 
des III. 


Nicome- 
dci IV. 


Paphhgma i aiyd, having iideed^b^' that country, atj^^pted 
to make himfelf mafier CkeVyife of CapfaJatiat 4t tfaaf ^mi|e 
fubjedt to Mithrtdaus, wbo, thereupon'marching into 
ma at the head of a mighty army, drovt^ Nitamt^t from me 
throne, and raifed bis brotner Satratas tjO'jtin his room. 'I^e 
dethroned prince had recourfe to the it^sx, wbo drove out 
the u^rper, and reftored him to his hereditary dom|n!oos. 
For this favour they preiled him, and at length prevailed upon 
him, contrary to his own inclination, and the odnion.of hisr 
friends, to make inroads into the territories of SStindgiat, 
’with whom JRama wanted a fubjedt of difpute. The king of 
Panttu bore, for fome time, the devaftations committed ,by 
‘ Kieamdttt with great patience, that he might not feeio to, 
be the aggrelTor j but at laft he made him pay dear for theb"';' 
for, having inttrely roo^ his army on the banks of the 
Amniusy he drove him a fecond time from the throne, and 
obliged him to feek for ihelter in Paphlagantay where he led 
a private life till the time of SyUa^ who replaced him on the 
thirenc He died not long after, and was fucceeded by his 
fort NhamedesVf , wbo performed nothing which the many 
writers, who flourilhed in his time, have tboi^t worth 
tranfmitting to pofterity (QJ. 

As be died without iflue male, he left his kingdom, by 
bis lail will, to the Ramans^ who reduced it to the form of 

Stsab 1. xii. * Avridv. in Mitktidadc. ' 


His too great Amtliarity fatires, feme of which werefong 
with yiaAtr Cttfar, while that by theibl^ayat Cm/arS tri- 
vou^ Sa/tuiH was inakiiig his umph over ttd Gitals, according 
firft eampaigii in Afia, under the to the liberty allowed them on 
prxtor ihattmt, gave oCcafion luch Docafiohs : The verim were, ' 
to feveral lampoons, and fevere " 

♦ 

Ctrfat fuieptf Jiicemedtf 

Ctejkr ftnne trmmfhat^ fuijkhiftt GuJl&as } 

^ Nic^idtd nm fin fittest Cdt/grtaiifi^ 

(6) Viii Sun$na in Cnfm, Dinf^ /. slilfp* ^ ^ 
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1% With the aiiititnto. 


iijli^ a ileadk' A'ieqt} w%teir t4public ' 


w^sthc Apt'the4J3(rt, 

are told !n 'e^^rdFs $erii» by Suttmiast ViUths 
i^ai^hui W ^Um s. ’ i\U we know of h^ b, that 
u^' {^e death'of her father, fhe claimed the fcingdoth of 
Shi^'a' for her fon, as the next male heir to the crowrf ; 
'but a^thout fuccell, nb m<)tive8 of jufiice being of focn 
weight wjth the ambitious Rmant^ as to make tibem part 
with a kii^dom , 

* Liv.'l. xdii. VaiaBi. Patercol. L ii. e. 4, & 39. AariAM. 
1 . i. bell, civil, p. 4x0. & Mithridauc. p. 175. 218. ^ Sallust. 

l.iv. * Veil. Pateac. Sueton. Appf am. tUd. 




(ft) Cafar efpoufed her caufe, 
and fupporM her claim in the 
len&te with his nfual eloquence. 
Mat as he was enumerating the 
many obligations he owed her fa- 
ther, Cicero interrupting him, 
Tote mednot^ laid he, O Ca?rar, 
enlarge on this topic ; w all know 
how ^/WNicen.cdes was to you, 
and what fa<oours you granted to 
hini{i). The name of Mufe^^ 
fon, lb far as we can conjecture 
fh>m Hirtius and Jppian^ was 
Hicomtdes ; but, as to the name 
and condition of his father, hiflory 
has left us quite in the dark. 
After the defeat of Fhamaces^ 
Cafar appointed Nicemtdes high- 
piieft of Comana in Potftus, de- 
fotvagArcbelaus^ whom Pompty 
had raiftd to that dignity, to 


make room for the grandfon of 
his old friend JVirrssiralr/ IV. >tn 
whom ended the fuceel&on of 
the Bithynian kings, that coun- 
try continuing fubjeCt to Borne 
from thjs time to the divilion of 
the en^e. Before wediftnifs 
this fubjedi, we mull: acquaint 
the reader, that feme writers 
mention only three kings of Bi- 
thyma^ bearing the name of M- 
comedeSf and will has^e thatM- 
comedes to have died without ifihe, 
and bequeathed his kingdom to 
the Romans, who, at their 
gation, made war upon Mitbri» 
%tes. But we have followed 
ptan, who feems to have written 
on this fubjeCt with the greateft 
exaftnefs. ^ 
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Colchis. 

Cities^ 


C H A P. X- 

j ^ j* 

Of the Kingdom of Colchis, Iberia, Albania, Bol^jaitis,' 
Media, Baflria,£cle(laj Etnefa, Adiabene, Characesie^ 
Elyniais, Cotnagene, tutd Chalddene, 

4. 

C olchis^ MingnUa^ wa$ bounded on the eaft 
by Ltria^ on the weft by the 'JS uxm fea, on the'ibuth 
by Armenia^ and part of Pontm^ and on the north by 
mount Caucafm^ dividing it from Sarmatia AJiatica, Cities 
of note in this country vvcrc, Pityus^ called by Strabo the 
Great City and by Pliny ^ a place of great wealth. It 
ftood oil the frontiers of the Bofpor^ni^ and was on that 
account in the Roman times well fortified and garifoned^ as 
we read in ZefiTnu^ and Procopius^ who tell us, that it (eived 
as a barrier to keep out the Sarmatiansy and other barbarous 
nations^. Diofeunasy or DioftoriaSy on the Euxine fea, 
built either by Caftor and Polluxy two pf the ArgonautSy as 
Mela will have it or by Atnphiiui and Cercius their cha- 
rioteers, as wc read in Ammianus Matcellinus ®, and IJidorns K 
It was named Diofcmlasy from Cajlor and PolluXy whom 
the Greeks called Diofcurot. This name was, according to 
Arrian e and Ptolemy **, in procefs of time changed into 
that of SebaJlopolU ^ but Pliny * will have Diofeurias and 5^- 
bajlopolis to be two different cities. Be that as it will, Diof- 
curias was anticntly a place of great trade, and .eforted to by 
merchants from moft parts pf the world : for Pliny^ tells us, 
that three hundred different languages were fpoken there y and 
that the Romansy who traded to Colchisy were obliged to 
maintain conftantly in Diofeurias an hundred and thirty in- 
terpreters. Tins city h at prefent known by the name of 
SawtopoH^ Aeuy on the and about fifteen miles from 

the Euxine lea, called by Pliny * and Apollonius ™ z famous 
City. Some Writers take this to be the fame with the city of 
ASopoli^y mentioned by Ptolen^. Phafisy fo called, from the 
river on which it ftood. Here the ArgonauU landed, which 
gave rife to the Greek proverb, to fail to Phafis, expreffing a 
long and dangerous navigation ; for fiich was that of the 

Argonauts eftcemed in Chofe early times. Cytay at the mouth 

• • 

» Stra^. 1. xii. p. 378. •> Plin. 1. vi. c. 5. * Procop. 

I iv. bdl. Goth, (^4. Se- Zosim. 1. i. c. 32. * MitrA, 1. i. 

0,19. ‘ AmiAX. Marcel. 1. xxii. c. 15. ' Iubor. 

one. 1. XV, c. t. t Arriax' in Pont, periplo. ^ ttolt. 
•RB Cofch. 1. V. c. 10. * Plin. 1. vi. c 4. ,Uem llwl. 

1 Idem ibid. ’» AVol^on. Lad. ver.424, & 1096.’ 
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river C^nekff thfc ^birth-place <3f the famdus Medea^ 
jdiRice hf the poets ». The citici of Sa- 
Sariu^ Madia^ and talij^a^ are memroned by 
Strffhf l but omtam notibing worthy o£ 

nefice. , OAri/r by a great inhrty rivers, as the 

i^rax^ th€ 0aHeus^ the Cbarijtuh the Phafis^ Rv 

the Ctjfa^ and the Ophts^^fM pjoptying thcixi- 
felvtft into the EuKine fea* The pbafts does not ipring from 
itii^ntains of Arntmta^ near ihk loufccs of the Euphrates^ 
the Ataxes^ and the ??mj, as Strabo^ Ptolmy^ Plmyy D/s- 
and after them Hadrian^ Rehnd^ Calmet^ and Sanfon^ 
have wrongly informed us \ but rifes on mount Caueajus^ and 
flows, not from foutb to north, but from north to iouth> as 


Rivers* 


appears firom the map of Colchis or Mingrelia in TSevenot^ 
coiledUon, and the '^account which Sir John Chardin gives us 
of that country. This river forms in its courfe a fmall ifland, 
called ilfo Phajis j whence the pheafants, if Iftdorus is to be 
credited were firft brought into Europe^ and thence called 
by the Greeks phajianou 1 he other rivers of CoLhis arc fcarce 
worthy notice. 

The Colchians were, according to Herodotus?^ originally Inhabltm 
Egyptians^ Sefojlris having left part of the army with which ants* 
he invaded Scythta^ in Colchis^ to people that country, and 
guard the pafles. , The Colchians^ fays our hiilorian, are un- 
doubtedly of Egyptian defeent, as is vifiblc from the perfonal 
fimilitude they bear to the Egyptians^ being, like them, 
fwarthy, and frizzle-haired j but more efpecially from the 
conformity^oi their cuiloms j for they ufc ciicumulion, as 
the Eg}ptians do, and many other ceicmonics praftifed by the 
inhabitants of Egypt. There is Lkcwife, fays the fame hifto- 
rian, fuch an af&nicy between the language of Colchis^ and 
that which is commonly fpoken in Egypt ^ as leaves us no room 
to douDt of their coming originally liom that country, Apollo^ 
nius% Diodorus Siculus Strabo* ^ Bujlathius^y zxA MarceU 
Enus^, agree with Herodotus* Bochart^ takes the Colchians^ 
and the Cajluhtm cf Mofes^ from whom the Philijtines were 
defeended, to be one and the fame people \ forgetting therein, 
that the Phtltfiines did not ufe circumcifion, which Herodotus 
aflures us the Colchians did. In procefs of time many other 
pationa fettled in Colchis^ as the Henmhi^ the Anipareuta^ 


the Lassie the Ltgures^ the Marfi^ the IJiru the Mojehi^ and 


"pROPEHT. L i. ckg. I. Val. FtAC. 1 . ri. ver. 693, &c. 

^ • IsiDOR. origin. I. lix. r c, 104. L in. 97. 

1 . iv. 40. 9 ApoLtoN. 1 . iv. ' DtonoA.wduL. 1 , i. • Stra- 

I* i* Sc xvL * EusTATir. in Dio^vs. « Marcellin. 1 . iii. 

« iPocHART, phabg, hiv, c,u. 

^ K4 the > 
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the Manralg. F rom the latter people fome deHbi^rt^ 
nam^ oi^Mingrelia ^ , The whole kingdom of C^Us 
antient times, very oleafant and fruitfujl ^ abo^nded with^ « 
neceiTaries of Ufei ana waa eni;tched iieith.ipany mines of geki't^ 
which gave occaftoh tp the fable of 
Ai^autlc expedition^ fo^ma^h^e^ete^ai^by the atitw>t8. h. 
Coverft- The Colchians gove^pped by Aw own king< ip.'the 
metit and carlieft ages ; for Pliny tdls that Sefi/tris kin^ ^ 

hngs, overcome, and pu t to fiight,by Acj king of Gy&AiVi W»cn> 

if true, Ihews, that the CMians not only had kings Jn^thofo ^ 
times, but were a very powerful people. We have obC^cd ^ 
above, that Herodotus derives the Colcbians from the Egyp^ 
tianf I but that Writer mnft have meant the Cohhians of bis^ 
bis own time, and not the firil inhabitantSy^iinceCtf/r^/r, even 
according to his own account, was pcoplt^d before the arrival 
pf the Egyptians in thofe parts* It is not therefore improbable, 
that the defeendants of Hul^ who are faid to have fettled in 
niay palTcdfrom thence into the neighbouring country, calling 
it Colchis i fiom their progenitor Hul or Choi But of Aeir 
kirtgs wc know very little The names of thofe we find men- 
tioned in hiftory, are, HeliuSy MctiSy Metes II. Soi^uics, Fu^ 
Helios, fuhopesy (jithacesy and Arsjiarchus, Ilelius is mentioned by 
HiodoriiS Shulusy PaufaniaSy StrabOy and Ciceroy as reigning 
before the Arganautic expedition ; but what.tliey relate ot him 
is altogether fabulous, and therefore not worthy of notice in 
^etes. lufiory» He was fucceeded by his Ton MeteSy whom he had, 
according to fome, by Ephyroy according to others, by Antiopt 
or Perfa, Metes received Phry\us flying with hli fifter Helk 
from tlieir flepmother Inoy in a fbip, on whofe head was a 
golden, *or rather a gilt ram. In his reign happened the fa- 
mous expedition of the AigonautSy of which we have fpoken 
clfewherc*. Upon the death of MeteSy Colchisy as Strabo in- 
forms us ^y was divided into feveral petty kingdoms ; but on 
what occafion wt knovwnot ; for we find no further mentioft 
of the.aflairs of Cokhisy or the princes who reigned there, till 
the time of Xenophony who tells us, that the fon of Metesy 
the fecond of that nam?) reigned in Colchis while he waa 
making war in Afia Salauces and Eufubopes are mentioned 
by Pihy’^y^ and faid to have difcovered rich mines of gold in 
the CQimtry of the Savant ; but* that writer leaves us quite in 
the dark a^ to the time jn which they reigned* Colchis was 
afterward^ fubdued by MitbriStes the Greaty but revolted 
from him while his forces were employed againft the Romans. 

y Plin. 1 . xxxii^^ 3. » Vide Bochart. pbat^g. Lii. e, 

* Spevol. VI. p.217, to foq. fub not. Svrabq, ilna**^ 

< Xbnofh. AVAfiit, 1 . V. e !• Exxiii.4:. 3. 
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'iHiN^'Stf $lt>ih^ h^Wfoofter concluded a pe^c^with 
WinlitWafcMd Cokhienf.^ Vvho 6flered to 

' wfimt t»p(ito‘lMKldt t>6tt<i »wtt v^ould appoint bia fon to rtfign 
trt^liwinr'' wiA tX' ifng of Cwh(t> This propofal 

the (on^ 

* Utrcfted, 4(jj loati^ with 

^ot^is je^Ioufjr and 

amhitihila^ ^itsupon cfa^ CoIckiMs ohftmatef^ fefufed to fub- 
mic lSel%s ; whid) qbllg^ MxthftdaUi to draw to- 

triftrOops in order to itduce them by iorce : but 
he jBftflbd^throogh the country of the Athaans^ that people at- 
tacked him With fo much vigour, and defended the pafies 
with fuch refoluttoQ, thmt' he was forced to return in*Q 
Pmtusi after havings joflr great part of his army by the 
enerny^e^mbufcadeS, lAid by the exceffive cold of the coun- 
try e {Ay 

Cokhts^ while fubjed to Mithndates^ was governed by 
prefers Tent thither by him# One of thefe was Msaphernes^ 
great uncle to Sirabo the geographer, as that writer informs 
usf. Menuton tells us, that Mithtidates complied with the 
requefl of the Colchtahs^ and appointed h\b fon Mtthridates 
to reign over them ; but foon ahicr caufed him to b<rput to 
*de4tb. Be that as it will, it h certain, that the Cokhiant fided 
with \dithridates agamft Pompey ; and wcre» during that war, 
governed fay a king of their own, to wit, by Olthaies^ who was Olthacei. 
overcome, taken prifoner, and led fn tiitimph, by Pompry 
Olthacei was fucceed by one Ariflarchus \ but all wc know of Arillar- 
him IS, that Pompey conferred upon him the kingdom of Col chus. 
chis^ for his eminent ferviccs during the Mithridatlc w^r **. 
Pharnaces II. king of Pontus feized on the kingdom of Colchh^ 
and recovered great part of Pontusy while Cafar was en- 
tertained by Cleopatra in Egypt ; but was foon 'obliged to 
abandon his conquefis, and retire into the country of the Bof~ 
poraniy where be was killed hyA/ander^^s we have related m 
the hiflory of Pontus* From this time we find no mention 
made of the Colchians till the reign of the empfror Trajan^ 
to whom they fubmitted of their own accord K Perhaps the/ 

« Afpian. in Mithridat. ^ Strapo, J, xi. a AppiA^>1bid. 

Plor. 1. iih c. 5 . ^ Apfiar ibid. Eutrop. 1 vi. Ssx. Rvf. 

in epitome JoRNAND. de itgnor. foccelT. • * Euskb, in chron. 

Sex. Ruf. ih epitom. Eutrqp, 1. vi. * 


^ (A) TKde^AeA^ani were ori- had been dri 
gioadty Gteeisy and are faid to th<^ were r 
Save fettled ea. the eaftem coaft fie|^ of Troy, 
pf tbe Emm fei, whither they 


If Jby a ftorm, as 
miing from the 


were 
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were governed by their own king ; for Straba fftakes the river 
Phajis the northern boundary of tiie Roman empire. Under 
the cmperoi Colchh was rubje6); to the praetors who governed 
Bithynia and Pontus 5 J)uc nevci made part of any province; 
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JB E R now Ctorgia^ was bounded on the weft by 
Ccl I)h^ diiJ part ot Pontus ; on the north by mount Cau^ 
caju^ j on thecaft by Albania ; and on the fouth by Armenia* 
h coniaiiitd the following cities, NMum, Varica^ Suray Ar-‘ 
tanijfay MejUetay Zaljjjay AnmiHcay and Phfyxumy called 
afterwaids Tncfc cities are mentioned hy Strabo 
Pliny and PioUmy* The only rivers of note in Iberia arc, 
the CyruSy of which we fliall have occafion to fpeak in the 
defcription of Albania y and the Atagv^y which fprings from 
the mountai's Icparating Iberia and CoLhisy and falls into the 
Cyrus, Pliny mentions another river, which he calls the 
Ibtruiy and ftoni which fome writers deiive the name of Iberia. 
Of mount CuuuifuSy which feparates Iberia trom Sarinatia 
Afiatuay \\c have fpoken clfewhere ^ ; and in the hiftory of 
Pontus and Armenia del^ribed the Par^aJrian and Mcfihian, 
mountains. 'I'his country was antientlv inhabited by the 
following nations 01 iiibescnumeratcd by Pliny j to wit, the 
AUfthiy the Armcnochalybesy the SacaJJaniy the Macronesy the 
Sylviy the Diduriy and the Sodii, Iberia was firft peopled, 
according to faj'^phus by Tubaly ihc brothc^» of Corner and 
Ala^og. Hio opiniou is cunfiriiud by ihc Septuagint; for 
Alejheeh Tubal are by thofe inleipicter‘> lendcrcd AJofln 
and Iberians Strabo and after him Knflathius derive 
the Jberia/is in Afu from the Ibnians in Ccltiberia or Spain ; 
others, as Appian informs us, derive the latter from the for- 
mer. As thefe tw^nations lay at a great diftaned from one 
another, and greatly differed in their manners, cuftoms, and 
language, Jbme were of opinion, as we read in the fame Ap- 
plan that they were no- ways related to each other. Tacitus 
iuppof.s both the Iberians y and the Albanians their neighbours, 
to have come originally from Thejfaly with Jafon ^ ; but what- 
ever their origin was, they were a very brave and warlike na- 
tion, and maintained their independency, if Plutarch is to be 
credited againft the utmqft efforts of the M^edesy Perfiansy 


^ Strabo, 1 . xi. p. 344. & 1 . i. p. 31. ^ Plin. I. vi. c. 10. 

« See vol. vi. p. 60. ** Plin. 1 . vi. c. 10. ® Joseph, antiq. 

1 . i. c. 7. ^ In Ezeeb. c. xxvii. xxxii. xxxviii. xxxix. s Strabo, 

1 . i. h EusfATH. in Dionys. * Appian, in Mubridat. 
^ Tacitus, 1 . v. * Plu r. in Pomp^ 
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C. X. ^be Hijtory of Iberia. 

zni MaeeMmms. Strabo gives us the following account of 
their cuftoms and polity 

Th e Iberians^ fays he, a) e divided into four ranks or claflcs ; Their cuf- 
the firft confifts of the nobility, the fecond of priefts, the third totns and 
of foldiers and huibandmen, and the fourth of t! • common polity. 
people. Out of*Ae firft dafs they choofe their king, and, 
upon his death, raife always to that dignity the eldcft of his 
relations. The next in age to hiiji of the royal family admi- 
nifters juftice, and commands theitirmy. The common peo- 
ple are employed in the lowcft miniftries, and treated no bet- 
ter tlian flaves. The priefts, befides their peculiar fundion, 
hear caufes, and decide fuch controverfics as aiifc between the 
natives and foreigners. The Ihtrians wlio inhabit the cham- 
pain country, are very induftnous, and well fkilled in agricul- 
ture ; but thofe who live on the mountains, are a wild and 
favage race, anddn their manners bear a great rcfcmblance to 
the Scythians and Sarmatians ; whereas the former imitate both 
the drefs and cuftoms of the MccLi and Armenians. I'hus 
far Strabo. 

'V H £ monarchical form of government prevailed among Govern- 
them, as is plain from this paflage ; but we find no mention fnent and 
made of their kings till the reign of Mithidates the Great^^^^g^- 
‘king of Pontus, when they were governed by one Artoers^ 
who fidcd with that prince fiilf againft Luculius^ and after- 
wards againft Po?npey. After the defeat of ATiihridates by 
Povipey^ Artoccs fent embaflaJors to the Roman camp, in- 
joining them to conclude a peace with Pompry upon honour- 
able terms ; ami, in the mean time, drew together an army 
of feventy tboufand men, with dcfigii to fall upon the Romans 
unawares, in cafe they did not grant him the conditions he 
required ; but Potnpey^ being informed of the meafures he 
was taking, advanced by long marches into Iberia^ took 
HiPropolisy a city or fort, which was fituated on the fum- 
mit of a mountain; penetrated into <he very heart of the 
kingdom, and obliged Artoces to fhelter himfclf in the moft 
remote parts of his dominions. From thence he fent embaffa- 
dors anew to Pompey^ and by their means obtained a peace 
upon very rc^fonable terms ; but, notwithftanding this agree- 
ment, Artoccs ftill kept his troops together, defigning fall 
upon the Romans as they paffed the river Pelorus. This Pom^ The Ibe- 
pey fufpefted, and therefore, following him clofe, came up rians de- 
with him before be reached the abovc-menfioned river, and feated 
drew him to an engagement, in which the Iberians behaved voith great 
^ with great gallantry, but were obliged to give way to die {M-flaughter 
perior valour of the Romans ^ who killed nine thouland upon h 
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Hijlory of Iberia. B. II. 

the fpot) and took above ten thoufand prifbners. Great 
numbersi were drowned as they attempted to Tave themfelvbs 
bv fwimming over tlic Pelorus. Many fled to the forefts, and^ 
climbing up to the tops oF the tallcfl trees, defended them* 
JelvLS from thcncc with their arrows ; but the Romans^ fetting 
fire to the fdreft, obliged them to furrendbr at diferetion 
Aft. r this defeat, Jrtoces^ fuing for a peace in good carneft, 
fent tioin beyond the Pelotus neb prefents to Pompey^ to wit, 
hli. bed, his table, and his tJirone, all of rnafly gold, which the 
Roman general accepted, and delivered to the quxflor of the 
army ; but would not hearken to any.tcrms of an accommo- 
dation, till the king had delivered to iiini his Tons as hoflages ; 
and then he concluded a peace upon terms no wav ilifhoncur- 
ablc to the Iberian nation This king is called by Appian 
Artocus^ by Eutropius Arthaces^ by Sextus Rufus ArJaaSj 
and laftlv, by Dicy Flosusy and Oro/sus^ whom wc have fol- 
lowed, Artoces, 

He was fuccccded by his fen Pharnabazus^ who being over- 
come by Caniilitn^ Alasc Antony h lieutenant, joined the Ro- 
mans againft Zoheres king of Albania p. The other kings of 
Iberia^ mentioned by the antients, aic, Mithi IdateSy Pharaf- 
menesy AhthridaUs II. RhadumiJluSy and Pbarajtnems II. But 
as thefe weic alfo lords of Arman ay we h.i/c fpoken of them in 
the hifloiy of that kingdom. Phaiajmmes icigmd in the 
time of the emperor Adrian ; WTiit to Rome with his wife and 
children, to dear himfdf before the emperor of fevcral things 
hid to his charge by Vologefts II. kin^ of Parthia \ and was 
there not only allowed to foftei facrmccs m trie capito), but 
honoured with an equeftiian fbtuc crcdlcd in the temple of 
Bellona Fiom this time, to the divifion of tlic empire, 
there IS a profound filcncc among authors with rcfpedl to the 
affairs of Iberia, 'Fhcy continued, in all likelihood, to 
be goNcrned by their own kings, who weic tributaries to 
Rome ; for we do ndt find Ik t in counted by any writer, or 
mentioned in the anrient notitias, among the provinces of the 
empire ; and, befidcs, we know, that, long after the divifion 
of th empire, they were fubjeft to their own princes ; for 
ProLOpius tells us, that after they had embraced the Chrijiian 
religion, Gyrgenes their king, being threatened with a war by 
Cavades king of Perftay in ^ifc he did not conform to that 
ct the Perfiansy implored the afiiftancc of the emperor fujiiny 
which kindled a war betwecil the two empires. ZonaharzeSy 


* PiuT. in Lucul. & Pomp. Dio, 1. xxx\m. Flqr. 1. iii. c. j. 
Z<^ nar. tom ii. ^ Plut. Dio, Flo r. ibid. Eutrop. 1. vi. 
Oros. I. vi. c, 4. P Plut. in Anton. Appian, in Parthic. 
Dio, I.xlix. ^ Theodos. Mimor, in fragment. 


another 
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another of their kings, came to Con/ianthoplr^ as the Ome 
author informs us, in the time of the emperor JuJiiman^ to 
be baptized, with hit queen, his children, and fcvcral noble- 
men of his court (A). 


ALBANIA.' 

^LBA N I A was bounded on the weft by Ibma ; on the Albania, 
eaft by the Cafpian fea ; on the north by mount Cauca^ 
fus\ and on the fouth by Armenia It contained anticntly 
a great many cities, but none of any note. The following 
are mentioned by Strabo^ Ptolemy^ andP///jy; Teleba^ Thalbh^Cuie^ and 
Gelda^ Thiauna^ Thahilaca^ Albana^ Chadaca^ Mifta^ Bozia^ 

^ ta^ and Cabalica^ which P/iwy calls the metropolis of Albania. 

The rivers which it maybe proper to take notice of, are, iht fivers, 
Cyrus or Cyrnus^ the Alhanus^ the Cafiuss the Gt)>hus^ the 
Soana^ the Cambyfes^ and the Alazm all emptying them- 
felves into the Cajptan fea. '['he Cyrvs^ now the JTwr, fprings 
from the Mofehian mountains, which feparate Colchis from 


* Strabo, 1 . xi. p. 34c. &Ptolem. I. v. c. i?. ^ Strabo ^ 


.^fOLEM. ibid. Pi IN. J. \i. c. 
ill. c. 5. 

(A) Iberia is at prtlent fubjefl 
to the king of Pei fia^ and known 
to the Petjians by the name of 
Gargijian ; tha? 1 , the land of 
the Qeoigtam ; for tan is an an- 
tient Celtic word, fignifying a 
counCiy, and Hill in ufe among 
the caftern nations, as appear^ 
from the modern names of Cur- 
diftafty Indoftan, &,c, that is, the 
country of the Curdes, of the In- 
dians, &c. As to the name of 
Georgia, feme writers are opi* 
nion, that the ancient Iberia was 
fo called, either from St. George, 
the famous Cappadocian martyr, 
held here in great veneration, or 
from George, a Cappadocian bi- 
Ihop, by whom the innabitants 
were firll converted to ChriAia- 
nity. Others, fuppofing the coun- 
try to have been called anticntly 
Gordii^a, and the inhabitants Gor- 
diaans^ from the Qof diaan moun- 
tains, take the wor.^s Georgia and 


13 c 10 PoMTON. Mela, 1 . 

Georgians io I c i (orruption of 
Gatdiau AwdConi. tan ; but this 
opinion 15 intircly groundlct , the 
Gotdio'an mouniaiiii being place u 
by all the auticnt geogriprar •’i 
At mem a, at a confidci.'blf di 
Aance from Ibei ia. Some thu k 
that the inhabitants were called 
Georgi from their Ikill in huf- 
bandry, the Greek word georgos 
fignifying an hufbandman ; and 
that the country was from them 
named Georgia. Pliny, enume- 
mcrating the Cafpian nations, 
mentions the Georgi, from whom 
perhaps the antient Iberia bor- 
rowed the name of Georgia, that 
couotiy lying at a fmall diAancc 
fnom the coall:? of the Cafpian 
fea, which was inhabited, ac- 
cording to Pliny, by the Georgi, 
who, in procefs of time, may 
have fettled in Iberia, from which 
they were parted by the Imall 
kingdom of Albania, 

Armenia, 



142 


Tie Hiftory of Albania* B* 11.* 

Armenia^ waters the country now called Mokan^ receives into 
its chancl the Aragus and Ara^cs^ and fall's into the Caf- 
plan fea, within a fmall diftance from the fouthern borders 
of the antient Albania (A). 

'l'nE whole country, now known by the names of Schirwan 
and Eaft Georgia^ is extremely fruitful and pleafant. Strabo 
deferibes the antient Albanians as tall and ftrong-bodied men, 
and adds,' that they had, generally fpeaking, a very graceful 
mein, and far excelled all other nations in comelinefs, as well 
as in Mature (B). 

I'fiE fame Sir*aho tells us that the manners of the Alba- 
nians were very limple ; tliat they were unacquainted with 
weights, mcafurcs, and the ufe of money ; that they could 
not count above an hundred ; and that trade was carried on 
among them only by exchange. P//wy writes, that they held 
old age in great veneration ; that they were of a very fair 
complexion, and thence, according to fomc, called Albani ; 
that they could fee as well by night as by day ; and that not 
only the men were lloiit and couragcc>us, but alfo the women, 
whom he pretends to be dcfcendcd from the antient Ama- 

Their ori- As ♦() their origin, Tacitus c and PVniy derive them from 
gnu the ThcjfaUmn who attended fafoa in his expedition into 
CclchU^ and feitled in this put of the ifthmus between the 
tuxinc and Cafpian (cas. ^JuJlin ^ will have them to be dc- 
Iccndcd from the inhabitants of Alba in Italy ^ who followed 
Hercules into thofc parts, after he liad oveicomc Geryon. Am- 
miami% RlarcelUnm takes the Albani and Alani'xo be one and 
the lame pc.jplc, and derives them both from the Majfagctcey 
of whom we have fpokc elfewhere As to their tonn of 
Goniern grQvernment, the country was in antient times divided into a 
ment. 

^ Tacitus, 1. v. ^ Pljn. 1. vi, c. 13 . Justin, 1. xiii, 

^ See vol. vi. p. 86 . 

(A) 'I'liere is a great difagree- twelve mouths into the Cafpian 
ment among the antient geogra- fea ( i ) ; but Pliny ^ with whom 
phcia.'.bout the mouths of this all our modern travelers agree, 
river : Strabo, Plutarch, and Ap- allows it but one. 
plan, fiy that it difeharges itfelf (B) Our modern travellers ex- 
into the fea by twelve moutl. , tol the women of Georgia and 
Strabo indeed, \Yho advances no- Schirwan for perfefl beauties, 
thing for certain in his deferi'p- but find nothing extraordinary in 
tions of countries but what he the men; whereas, the antients 
Jiasfcen, fpeaks with great re- admired the men, without taking 
ferve; and only tells us,' that the any notice of the women. 

Cyrus is faid to difeharge itfelf by » 

(i) Strabo, /, xi. p, 343. 
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great many fmall kingdoms. Strabo tells us, that no fewer 
than twcnty-lfit different languages were fpdken formerly m 
A&anta ; and that there were as many different kings and 
kingdoms as languages, each tribe having their peculiar king s. 

But the Albania in procefs of time, prevailed ovti "he other 
petty princes, and made themfelves mafters of th‘» v^Jude 
country* In Pompey^s time they could bring into the field, 
as Strabo informs us fixty tlioufand foot, and twenty 
thoufand horfe. We fin^ no mention made of theii kings till AV/7 ^j. 
the reign of Alexander the Great ^ to whom the king of Alhmia 
IS faid by Pliny * and Solinu^ ^ to have prcfeiitcd a dog cf au 
txtraoi dinary fiercenefs and fize, 

'I'he next king of Albania wc find mentioned in hilu/iv i^Orafes, 
Orafesj who, enteiin^ into an alliance with Tigranes^ the fun 
o^Tigrane^ the Great ^ obliged Pompey to march ag.iii.ft him. Ponipcy 
Cofn^ the king's brother, a brave and cnterpiifing \>nncc^ r/imehef 
commanded the Allanian^^ and waited for Powpey on 
b,anks of the Cyruiy which he foitified at certain diffancesZ»iMr, 
with high palifades. Hereupon Pompey feigning to return to 
Armenia^ leading his army a great way about, and drawing 
up his cavalry and beafib of burden in the bed of the iiver, to 
break the force of the flream, pafled it without being dif- 
covered by the enemy. From the Cy^ us he pui fued his inrrch 
to the Camb)feSy through a diy country, where his aiiny fuf- 
fcicd much for want (f water. At length, aft^»i laving 
rambled far out of the way, being led aftray by his guides 
who were Albanians^ he reached the Cambyfes^ where his fol- 
diers were fei*cd with ffiange diftempeis, (^ctaficned bv their 
drinking too giccdiJy of the water of that rivci, wlule they 
were hot after their march : however, he ftill advanced, with 
the precaution of carrying ten thoufand fkins full of water, 
left he fhould be again reduced to the fame ftrcjghts. He heard 
no news of the enemy, till he had pafled the Abas oi Albunns^ 
when he was informed, that Cofts was advancing full march 
againft him, at the head of thiecfcore thoufand foot, and 
twelve thoufand hoife. Upon his approach he concealed the 
Icgionaiies among the thick bufhes, with which the whole plain 
was fpread, commanding tJicm to cover their helmets with 
their bucklers, left the ra}s of the fun refleefing on them, 
fhould difeover them at a diftance. 'Fhen he detached the 
cavalry, with orders to attack the enemy, and, letiring before 
them, draw them into the ambi/fcade, * . 

Th £ ikatagem had all the fuccefs Potnjcy could expefi ; 
for the leponaries ftarting up all on a fuddeii, and widening 

* Strabo, I. xi. * Idem ibid* * Plin. 1. viii. c. 4. 

Spmn. J. ix. 
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their r?ink9 to let the cavalry retire, ftirrounded the Athaniou^t 
on all Tides, and put them to flight with great flaughtet. 0^ 
this occafion Lajn behaved with much valour and intr'epidity % 
for he kept c 1 q(<; to Pompey during the whole time of tdie tn* 
gigement , and, having had at lait an opportunity of difcharg- 
mg a blow at him, pierced his breaft^pUte. Hereupon Pom- 
pey^ facing his adverfary, threw bis javelin at him With fuch 
vio;oui , thut he laid him dead at bis feet. The Albanians^ 
d Iheartened by the dca|{^ of their gencial, fled in dif-^ 
ordtr to the neighbouring foreft, which the Rothahs fet on 
hie, trying aloud, while the foreft was burning, Saturnalia^ 
i lUmialia t to remind ih^ Albanians^ that they had attempted 
to fuipnie them in their quarters during the feafts of Saturn^ 
and therefore ought to expert no quarter. Orafes^ after the 
defeat of his troops, retired to mount Caucafus^ and from 
thence fent cmbtlladorb to ftrikc up a peace with the con- 
queroi, who willingly granted it, being defirous to put an 
end to the wir, and turn his arms agiinft the king of Par- 
thirty who had cnteied Gordyene at the head of a mighty 
arnn ^ (C). 

Ore>Jis^ was fucceeded by his fon 7sobetcs^ who, having ven- 
tured an engagement ^vx\\ P. Cantdtusy Alatc AntonyWxLM- 
tenant, was by him intirely defeated, and obliged to fue for 
peace. In this war Camdtus w?s powerfully aUifted by Pbat- 
rabazus king of Iberia The next king of Albania we find 
mentioned in hiflo'’y is Pharajtnriiey who, in the tune of the 
cniptror /UuicHy committed great dcvaftations m Armenia^ 
Ccfpadcncty and Media ^ and was on that account fummoned 
by the emperor to Rome^ Phu^ajm nc^ refufed to comply 
with the fummon*? ; but, in the mean time, to Adrian ^ 

fent him fonic \aluable prefent , among which were many 
great-coat , fuch as weie worn m thofe dajs by military men, 
all of clotii of gold. Thefe alone the emperor accepted, but 

^ Dio, ] XXXVI Plut in Pomp Appian in Mithndat. 
Flor 1 iu c t luTpop 1 VI OROi 1 VI c 4 Six Ruf 
in er tom Frontin. ftratag 1 u t 3 ^ Pi ut. in Antonis 

Dio, 1 xlix 

(C) It was confiantly reported whence they concluded this re- 
beforc the engigement we ha’^c public of military women to be 
ipoken of above, that there were a mere fable, adopted on too 
many Amazons ip tbm Albanian flight grounds by many credulous 
aimy; but whohad hiflonans. Oimjes is by fome 

gisen Cl edit to that rumour, in writer^ called Oiodes^xi^ faidto 
Itripptng the dead on the field of have fbught three uafuccefsfid 
battle, found none ol thofe wof* battled with Pompey (a), 
like females among them , 

(z) Oref / ;ijj. Sex firatt h\i* t, 

y^manJ* <k regn r. ^ 

c with 



view thib ta affirontthe king who hadftnt 

4ftin'4 fbr he caufe^^ hundred erfminals to be cUd wrth 
ihomy itxi in that %hc the wild beafts in the public 
theatre. Upon iAj^m|>«'death the king ^^Jibania came to 
jkmt^ at the* from his Antoninus 

P/W.'who i^eiVjBdrh/bl with great marft^^of efleem, and 
ient nilii ]baded**wtdi presents to his kingdom 7 rr- 
beiliuss^tM^ Marcellinut ^ (^ak of two kings of. Albania^ 
whoin^thej^do not name, the" on<| 'cotemporar^ with Sapor 1 . 
king of and the emperor Vderian ; the other reigning 

in the tMe of Sapor II. and entering into an alliance with 
him againfl: Conftantiusy the fon of Cmftantim the Greats The 
Albanians continued to be governed by their own princes till 
the reign of Juftinian II. who is faid by Zonaras and 
other writers % to have fubdued Albania by his general 
Leontius fD). 

Wb fliall conclude our account of thefe three kingdoms 
with the words of Sir *John Chardin^ who, in defcribing the 
prefent Georgia^ which comprehends the greater part of the 
antient Colchis^ Iberia^ and Albania^ fpcaks of it thus: 

Georgia is as fertile a country as can be feen ; the bread is 
** as good there as in any part eff the world 5 the fruit of an 
* “ exquifite flavour, and of different forts : no place in Eu^ 
lope yields better pears and apples ; no place in Ajia better 
i* pomegranates. The country abounds with cattle, venifon, 
and wild fowl of all forts ; the river Kur is well fiocked 
with fi(h ; ^thc wine is fo rich, that the king of Perjia has 

“ Dio ibid. Zonar. &Spartian. In Adrian. Capitolin, 
in Ancomn. Pio. ® Trfbel. in Valcr. r Marcillin. 
1. xviii. • ^ Zonar, in Juftin. r Hift. mife. l.xix. 

( D ) The three kingdoms what we read in fome of the an* 
which we have here defcrib- tient geographers, to wit, that they 
ed, to wit, Cekbts^ Iberia^ and were lb high as to be illummated 
Albania^ took up the whole by the rays of the fun even at 
ilthmus between the Cafpian midnight, it being certain, that 
and Buxwe Teas, and extend- they are not much above two 
ed from the borders of Media perpendicular miles in height ( 3 ). 
Atropaten^i Armenia^ sjAPontus^ They are known to the prefent 
on the foQth, to the mountains inhabitants by the names of Ce- 
Corax and Cauca/us on the north. ♦ w and Cochiasp which are, with- 
Thefe mountains have been the ocit doubt, a corruption of the 
frbjie^ of n>J|Lny poetical fables ; atitient name Corax, The A^ 
tofr^W^ing been feigned by rabs call them the mountains of 
the poets more ilmprobable than Raf, 
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always feme of it fot his own table^ Csfr. Tmi^haBl^nts 
ate robuft, valiant, and of a jovial temper^ great lovers 6f 
wipe, and efteemed very trufty and faithful, endowed with 
natural |xsrts, but, for want of edacation, very vicious. 
The women are generally fair and Comely, and by their 
beauty recommen^d to the court of the king of 
whofe wives and concubines are for ^e moft part Gecrgim 
women. Nature has adornedi them with graces no- where 
<< elfe to be met with ; it is impo^ble to fee them without 
loving the&ii they are of a fullfijfce, clean-limbed, fmall- 
waifted, fair, and well-proportioned.” Thus far Sir 
Chardtn^ to whofc words, or rather panegyric on the Georgian 
women, we beg leave to fubjoin a paflage out of another mo* 
clein traveler of no mean*cliara£lcr « : As to the Georgian 

women, fays he, they did not at all furprife us ; for we 
expelled to find them perfe£l beauties ; they are no-way 
difagreeable, and may be counted beauties, if compared 
with the ; they have an air of health, that is pleafing 
enoughs but, after all, they are neither fo handfome, nor 
fo well fhaped,as is reported. Thofe who live in the towns 
** have nothing extraordinary, more than the others ; fo that 
‘‘ I may, I think, venture to contradiil the accounts that 
have been given us of them by moft travelers. ” But it is 
now time for us to take our leave of Geotgia^ and pafs into 
the neighbouring kingdom of Bofporue. 

• Tournef, voyage, &c. vol. ii. epift. 6. 

IL 

BOSPORUS. 

Bofporus. H E antient kingdom of Bofporus^ comprehending all the 
^ provinces that were fubje^t to the Bofporan princes, was 
bounded on the caft by Colchis ; on the weft by the gulf Car^ 
anites ; on the fouth by the Euxine fea \ and on the north by 
the Nanais, where that river falls into the Palus Maotis 5 fo 
that It roropnfed the Cherfontfus Taurica in Europe^ and in 
Jfsa all that trail which lies between the Palus Maotis and 
the Euxine fea (A). 

{Pi^Dioiorus^iculus^)cQXiixit\ we have followed, extends it to 
the kingdom bf Bofporus with- the gulf Caramtes, which, with 
in the Bofporus Cmmerius, the xhe Palus Maotis, forms the ifUi« 
boundary of Europe and Afia on mus of the Cbtrfonefus. 
that fide ; but Strabo {%), whom 

( i) DiQdw* ^uuh /• xd. (ti) Strabo^ /• v|i, 

CiTISS 
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^ Cfmifs of note in^ the J^tic Befporus were, antiently, Cuicu 
Pbanag$r$ii^ .placed by fome pjeographers on the Euxine fea, 
by others on the 5 but by Piinp a and Mela at 

fome diftance *on a peninAiIa, they call Co- 

rmndama* Nifl^,)S^«tty was formerly a Ikhioui temple dc- 
dica^ to Venus Afdtutia^ fo called from the 'Qteek word apaie^ 
iigoifying deceit j for" fte is feigned to have overcome the 
giantB fietv by a ftrategen^ ftiggefted to her by Hercules. This 
oity wa^, according to Siralo «, the mctro^lis of Bofporus in 
Cepii Hermonajfay StntUcleay and Cimmerium^ flood 
on the Bef^us^ and are faid by Pliny to have been once re- 
markable cities. From the latter the Bofprus Cimmerius bor- 
rowed its name* Strabo^ Pliny ^ and Pompmius Mela^ tell us, 
that Cimmerimn was the chief city of the Cirmnerians^ a people 
famous for their robberies as early as in the days of Homer. 

Thefc barbarians, being driven out of their country by the • 
Scythian nomades, ravaged the fineft provinces in the eafl, and 
^penetrated as far as Sardis in Lydia^ which they reduced ; but, 
being afterwards overcome by Halyaitcs king of Lydia^ fome 
of them returned to their antient habitation ; and others, as 
moft hiflorians conjecture, advanced towards the north as far 
as the Baltic^ and fettled in the Cimbrica CherfonefuSj now 
yutland } for the Cimbri and Ctmmerii are, by mofl hiflorians, 
thought to be one and the fame people. The other cities 
taken notice of by the aiiticnts in the AJiatic BofporuSy are, 

Sinda^ on the Palus Maotis ; Tanais^ at the mouth of the 
river bearing that name, where the city of Afoph now ftands ; 
Paniardis^ fyfambcy and Gerafuin^ called by Ptolomy a Cm- 
hrian village. 

Thf coaft of the Euxine fca was inhabited by the Cerceta^ Inhahv-^ 
Heniochi^ the Mofihiy and the of whom we have 

fpoken above. Strabo enumerates on the coaft of the Palus 
Mivotis the following nations, the Sindi^ Dandarii^ Agti^ 

Arrichi^ Tarpetes, Ohidiaceni^ Ssttaceni^ Dofei^ and Afpun- 
gitani. I'o thefe Scylax adds the Coraxi^ the Cotaci^ or, as 
VoJJius will have it, the Colui^ and the Melanchleni. The 
country bordering on the Palus Maotis and the Bofporus^ 
which was inhabited by the Ctmmerii y is reprefented by the 
antients as an inhofpitable place, covered with thick forefts, 
and continual fogs, which the rays of the fun could not break 
through (B). * , 

The 


“ Plin, 1 . vi. c. 6. 

« Strabo, 1. xl. 

(B) This frightful defeription 
gave Cicero and Ovid occafion to 
iby^ cbM an eternal night reigned 


^ PoMP.^CLA, I. i. c, 19. 

in this gloomy climate, and that 
fleep had taken up its abode here ; 
^^ndhexnxCmmeriandarkne/s be- 
L z camcj 
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Rivers. The rivers mentioned by the antient ^ographm In' tids 
tradl, are, the Anticites or Vardanus^ the Ffathiit> greatef 
and lcflerii^^;»i//^x, and tht Marubius^ moft of them ipring* 
ing from the mountains of Sarmatia AJustich^ and all emptying 
thcmfelvcs into the Paius Maotis. ^ ^ 

Taurica The Tauriea Cher font Jus ^ (o named ftomlts being apenin* 

Cherfone- Tula, anticntly inhabited by the Tauri^ or Taurejeytha^ as 
Pliny and Ptslemy call them, lies between the Euxtne fea, the 
Paius Maotis^ and xhe^BoJ^onfsCimnerius*, extends, accord- 
ing to Sir John Chardin^ iixty-one leagues from eaft to weft, 
and about thirty-iive from north to fouch, and is joined to the 

Cities continent by a narrow ifthmus about a mile over. The 
cities of note in former times were, Taphra or Taphrm^ on 
the ifthmus, where the prefent city of Prxekop or Precop 
ftands. The modern city is fo called from the word przhp^ 
fignifying a ditch y for it was built on the ditch which tM Tar* 
tars cut acrofs the ifthmus. Cherronefus^ or, as the more 
modern Greek writers call it, Cherfon^ was according to 
Strabo^ built by the Greeks on the gulf Carcinites% now the 
gull of Nigropolij on the weft coaft of the Cherfonefus. Of 
this city, now called Tofetarkan^ there are ftill many ruins 
to be feen. TheodoftOy or Theudofwy another Greek city on 
the eaft coaft of the peninfula, once a place of great note. 
It is now known by the name of Caffoy .ind is the capital of 
Little Turtaty* From this city the Bofporus Ctmmrrius of 
the antients is called by the prefent inhabitants the ftreighes of 
Ceiffd- Sanfon places Theodojia •vthext the modern city of 
Tvjla ftands. Nyfnpberumy Lagyra^ Charaxy Stc. flood on 
the Euxine fca, and Panticapawn on the hojpnrus. This 
city was, according to Sirahoy the metropolis of the European 
Bofporus, It was founded by the MVefianSy and for forne 
ages governed by its own laws; but at length fubdued by the 
kings of BoJpo7'us, Some wii^ers have confounded the cities 
of Pahticapaum and Bofpc7us\ but P//«y, Stt aboy 6ni Ste* 
phanusy fpcdk of them as two different cities. Procopius often 
mentions the latter ; but never takes anv notice of Pantica* 
pteuTUy tho* the capital of Taurica Cl erjmefus, I'his penin- 
fula is at prefent pofleffed by the Tar tat Sy and commonly 

came, according to LaSianttuSy a lake Avemus ; and tell U8, that 
prove! b, fignifying an unpene- the fun never fhines on that 
rrabic daikneli, and likewife a# fmall canton: but Stfabo, who 
gloomy and (hipid mind. Lyco- was better acquainted with the 
phron, Plinyy EnjiathiUSy Serviusy countries we arc fpeaking of, de- 
aud others, haye planted a co- fcribes them as abounding with 
lony of Cimmenans m Italyy be- all the nccedaries of life, and ra- 
tweer4 Cumu. and Baia'y near the ther pleafiuit than dilagreeable. 

known 
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Iciiown by th# name of the <>//», which it bonowed from the 
city of Kryniy anticAtly called Cremnos^ The Bofyorus Cim- 
meriusy now the o/ Kertzi or foffsty which divides 

Europe zod znd Kubany^^ot above four 

loigues oven ^fljt^Wus Maotis extends fitbtodouth-well to 
iiorth*eaft about one hundred and thirty leagues, having on 
^ north and weft Liitk Tartary ; on the fouth-weft the 
Cberfonefus Tauricay now the Crimi and on the eaft and 
fouth-eaft Sarmatia ^Aftaticay now Circafi Tartary. This fea 
or lalpe^was called % theantients Palus Maothy from the 
Maoti or MaotUiy a ^ople inhabiting the European and part 
of the Afiatic coaft, and aMo Palm Sarmatiay Cimmcrite Pa- 
ludesy Scythica Stagnay and Pontt Euxini mateTy or, the mother 
of the Euxine fea ; but its modern name is the fea of Zabachy 
Wrowed from a iifh taken there at certain feafons of the year. 

The Bofporani were governed by princes of their owh in f 
the carlieft times ; but as the works of Trogus Pompeiusy who®°^P°’ 
wrote thehiftory of the Bofporan kings **, have not reached us, 
we can give but a very indifferent account of them. The 
firft we meet with in hiftory is Lcucony wbo is mentioned by 
Strabo^ ; but we are quite in the dark both as to his reign and 
to that of ParifadeSy whom Strabo calls the laft of his race. 

Diodorus Siculus tells us, that many kings had reigned in 
Bofporus before the confulate of Genutius Augurinusy and 
P. Curiatius Philo, Hence it is plain, that Leucon and Part- 
fades wtxt not, as fome authors have thought, the founders of 
the Bofporajf Lin^diomy but pieceded by a long fenes of princes 
ot the fame race. Spartacus I. fucceeded Parijadesy and i{» Spartacust 
faid by Diodorus Siculus, in one place, to have reigned feven 
years, and, in another, feventeen *. He had two fons, 
cus 2 Lnd Spartacus, He left the kingdom to the former, who 
reigned tour years, and dying without children, was fucceeded *** 
by his brother Spartacus II. and he, after a reign of twenty- 
fix years, by Ins fon Satyrus, who icigned fouitecn years - 
After him came Leucon II. who waged war with oncMnetnony^^^^^^ 
probably a neighbouring prince, by whom he uas overcome, 
and with the Hetadeansy over whom he gained confidtrable 
advantages. He had a particular regard for the Athenians^ 
whom he fupplied with a great quantity of corn in ^hc time ot and u ta 
of a famini#^, and allowed their merchants a free trade tq by 

the parts of his dominions. TIk* Mheniansy In return for his^^^ 
kindnefs, made him and his chddien fiee of Athens, and grant- 
cd to his trading fubjefls the fame privileges and exemptions 
in Attica, which their citizens enjoyed in Bofporus, ercAing 

^ Vide prolog. 1, xxxvii. • Strabo, 1. vii. ^ Dioocr. 

SicvL* I xii. c. 4, & s* ^ 1. xiv. 
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three in memory of the good unddrftandi^Wt pa(f{iS 
between.tbc two ftates, to wit, one in the city of an- 

other m the Pena^iay and the third near ibp temple of tho 
Jrgomtits^ He wak a great encourag^jT^oC trade, granting 
ample privileges to all foreign minifteifls'*(^ifig at iheoAffia in 
the Cherfonejus ; by which means that City bfecame one of Ae 
moft rich and populous of the call \ His exploits were cclc^ 
brated by Chyfippus the philofophei^ as Plutarch informs us $ 

<; tvius reached our times. He leftitwofons, Spartacus 

)^c * Parifadcs. The former, furnamed Satyrus^ fucteeded 

him in the kingdom, and is called by Dinarchus the tyrant of 
Bofponts. He reffored Hecatcpusy a neighbouring prince, to 
Jus kingdom, obliging him to marry his daughter, and murder 
Tirgataone his former wife, in order to m^e room for her. 
This kindled a bloody war between him and the fubje£ts of 
Hecatausy in which he loft his foil, with whofe death he Was 
fo fenfiblyaffeaed, that he did not long outlive him ,i>/- 
narchiis telk us that both he and his brother Partfadei fent 
yearly to I)emoJibcnes a thoufand bufliels of wheat. He reign- 
ed only five years, and was fucceeded, according tofome, by 
hiS younger fon Gorgippus 5 according to others, by his brother 
Parlfadcs P^rifades^ Of Gorgippus we find nothing upon record, Pa^ 
IX, rifades is faid by Diodorus Siculus ^ to have reigned thirty-eight 
ycar<!. 

SatyrusII. He left three fons, Satyrus^ Eumelus^ and Prytanis^ who 
^ made war upon one another, Satyrus II. the eldcft, fucceed- 
ed his father; but his brother Eumetus^ being qf’fted by Ario- 
pJ'arnes kine; of Thrace^ attempted to drive him from the 
throne. Satyrus had recourfe to the Scythians^ who fent to his 
afli fiance twenty thoufand foot, and ten thoufand horfe. 
With thefe, two thoufand Greeks^ and an equal number of 
7htaciansy he engaged and put to flight whofe army 

confifted of two-and- twenty thoufand foot, and twenty thou- 
fand horfe, all Thracians^ under the command of Ariophames 
or Ariophames their king. After this defeat Ewndus and the 
TIoractan king retired toa ftrong-hold, where they were clofc- 
ly bciicged by the conqueror, WhHc Satyrus continued be- 
fore this place, Mcnifeus^ who commanded the mercenaries, 
being furrounded by the enemy while he was attempting to 
fiorm the fort, Satyrus^ haftenea to his relief, an 4 x'cfcued him 
from tlie immeoent d^ger he was in ; but was himfelf run 
tlirough the arm with a fpear, and died of the wound the 
night following, after a (hort reign of nine months. 

^ Demosthen. contra Leptin. Diodor. Sicul. 1. xiv, & Xvj, 
Strabo, i. vii. Polvben. 1. v, Dio Chrysost. orat, in dc 
regno. > Diooor. Sicul. l.xvi. PoLY^aN. 1. viii. ^ Di- 
MARCH. in orat. contra Demollhen. \ DiODoitf Sicul. 

A ‘ UptiN 



With At arm' 


9 / BOlpOrUS. Tgf 

f/ats^ breaking up the fiegc, retired Prytanfs, 
y of Gargaza^ and from thence car- 
^anti 0 paum^ and there delivered it to 


ivitb the armjt'^to the agr of Gargaza^ and from thence car- 
ried the king^ body and there delivered it to 

his brother frytaiA^i9hf> having buried it Wih great ponlp, 
took upon faimfcUipll^^ttomand of the the title of 

king* Bumekis fe!hf dmbafladors to the ntiW wg, offering to 
disband his forcet) upon condition that he would divide the 
kingdom with him i but Pryiams not hearkening to his pro- 
pofab, by the ailifiapce of the neighbouring barWians, Eu* 

'nulus made bimfelf mafier of Gargara^ and ieveral other cities. 
Hereupon Prytanis marched agaJnft him, at the head of a nu- 
merous army ; but was overcome in a pitched battle, and be- 
ing (hut up within a narrow neck of land between the Ptdlus 
M^tis and a lake, was forced to furrender, give up his army, 
and depart the kingdom ; but he foon returned, and, by the 
aiEftance of his friends, made himfelf maffer of Tome ftrong-* 
holds. Whereupon Eumelus marched againft him anew, and 
having put his army to flight, purfued him to a place called the 
Gardens^ where he endeavoured to make head againft his bro* 
ther’s vidorious army, but was killed in the attempt. 

Upon his Eumelus ordered all the friends and chil-Euwrius. 


dren of his two brothers Satyrus and prytanis to be m^urdered. 
Parifades alone, the fon of Satyrus^ had the good lut^ to 
make his efcape to the court of Jgaras king of the ^cythldns ; 
all the others were inhumanly maflkered. This cruelty in* 
cenfed the people, who were ready to revolt, and revenge 
the death of their fridhds with that of the tyrant, when Ru- 
melus^ calling* them together, promifed to alter his conduA, 
reftored to the cities their former privileges, freed them from 
all kind of taxes, and having by that means regained their 
affetftions, governed the kingdom with great equity and mode- 
ration to his death. He is celebrated by the antients as the 
greateft king who had ever reigned in Bofpitrus ; for he not 
only defended his dominions againft the neighbouring barba- 
rians, who, at different times, invaded it with numerous 
armies, but would have brought all the nations round him 
under lubje£lion, as Dtpdofus informs us, had he not been ^ 
prevented by death, after a reign of five years, and as many 
months ; for as he was returning out of Scythia in a chariot 
covered with a canopy, the horfeS taking fright, and the 
driver not being able to flop tliem ia their career, the king 
threw himfelf out ; but his fword intanglihg in one 6f the 
wheels, he was hurried away with the violent motion of the cha- 
riot, ancrkilled (C). 

^ Hfi 


(C) We are told, that he had beware of a moving houfe ; and 
M pwi9 {0 therefore never ventured to go 



Bpry 

Spartacus Hi was fucceeded by his fon Spnrhtus IH. 

III. twenty ]^cars. Many years after, we read of Leucanor reign- 
Leucanor.jug ill the Bofporus Cimmenus, and paying a yearly tribute to 
the* Scythians, He was trcachcroully murdered by one 
comas, z Scythian prince, for having refufed him, bis daughter 
Euboitus. in marriage m. Upon his dczih Euboitus, bis brother by a 
concubine, was placed on the throne by the Sarmatians, end 
maintained on it by them, and by the jflani, and the Grai 
ftatcs of Jfta, who willingly joiii^ him againft the Scythians, 
who began to be too powerful in thofc parts ; however, he 
could never enjoy his kingdom in peace and tranquillity, till 
he fubmitted to pay the Scythians a double tribute 
Panfades prince we find reigning in Bofporus, is Parifa^ 

UI. des III. who, not being able to pay loScilurus king of Scythia the 

unreafonable tribute he exacted, nor to withftand fo powerful 
an cncmy> voluntarily refigned the kingdom to Mithndates the 
Great king of Pontui, after it had been held by his anceftors 
for the Ipace of four hundred years, as Lucian, Diodorus 
Siculus 0, and Strabo p, inform us. In the time of the laft 
Mithrsdatic war, the Bofporans revolted from Mithridates, 
and admitted Roman garifons into the cities of Phanagoria, 
Thiodojia, Cherfonejus, and Nymphaum ; but, upon the death 
of that piince, the whole country was reftored by Pompey to 
Pharna- ^*^1 Pharnaces, whom he honoured with the title of a 
ces. friend and ally of the Rman people. During the civil war 
between Cafar and Pompey, Pharnace5,VM>t fatisfied with the 
kingdom of Bofporus, attempted the recovery of/ his father’s 
dominions, croiled the Euxine fea, and reduced Colchis, 
Armenia Minor, and fevcral places in Cappadocia, PontUi, and 
Btth)nia 1. After the battle of Pharfalta, Cafar fent Do-^ 
mitius Calvinus againft him with part of his aimy ; but Do^ 
mitius being overa me in a pitched battle, Phatnaces made 
bimfelf matter of the remaining part oiPontus and Cappadocia, 
and of all Btihynia , whence he was preparing to advance 
intoAfia, propciJy fo called ^ but in the mean time Cafar 

# 

^ Luciax. in Toxari. » Idem ibid. ® Lucian, & 

Diodor. SicuL. ibid. p Strabo, 1 vii ^ PLUT.inCasf 
Hirt de bUl Alt.xandrm. Di Cass. 1 . xlii Appian. debtU. 
civil 1. ii, c ' 

4 

• m ^ 

into any Loufe, till his i^vants the horfes had been frightened at 
had thoioughly examined both the canopy placed on his chariot, 
the roof and the foundation; they ''conduded that the pro- 
but when they underttood, that phecy was fulfilled (3), 

( 3 } D*9iUr, Sh it, / XX. 

, leavini^ 







1^|^ilVhere]|eN^ palBng bis time in banqiyets and 
revels with CU^tra^ and rrdffing Syria^ came une>epe£lcdly 
upon Phanut£is*^ attacked him, virltbout allhwtng 

any refpitc, either own men or to &e enemy, gamed 
a complete vidloif?**' aft account whereof h^'^otc to one of o<uercdmi 
bis friends in the celeb^l^d words, Fcm^ vtS^ vici^ I came^hy 
I faw^ I conquered \ which, as they well e'cprefled the ex* 
pedition by which he obtain^ fo fig^l a victory, he caufed 
to be written sn capital letters, and caxried before him in his 


rnumph **. 

PbarnaceSj after this defeat, fled to Sinope^ with a thou* 
land horfe'", and from thence failed back into B^perus , where 
he no fooner landed, but Afander^ whom he had appointed 
governor of that country during his abfence, feized him, 
and put him to death, taking upon himfelf the title of king 


of Bofporus Hereupon Cajar beflowed the kingdom of 
Bofporus on Mithridates the Psrgamtan, in regard of theMithri- 
eminent fervice he had done him in Egypt, as we have re- th§ 
latcd m the hiftory of that country. At the fame tunc 
appointed him tetrarch of Galatta, which he had a title to in^^* 
right of his mother, who was defeended from one of thofe 
tetrarchs. He might alfo have laid claim to the kingdom of 
Bofporus, in right of his father, for he was fuppofed to be 
the fon of Mithndaies the Gteat, bis mother having been 
one of that prince’s concubines, after the death of Menodotus 


of Petgamus r hubte|nd. But Cetfat, in appointing him 
king of BofpJ? ns, gave him only an empty title ; for Afander 
being in pofTeflion ot the whole country, he was to fettle 


himfelf on the throne by force of arms. With this view he 
raifcd what forces he could ; but, ;nftead of gaming the 
kingdom, loft his life, being overcome and flam m battle by 
Afander, who, after his death, held the kingdom without 
any further moleftation, the Romans not being at leifure, on 
account of their intcftinebioils, to give him an^ difturbance*. 

He was a man of great courage, and skill m the military 
art, and in neither reckoned inferior to any of the age he 
lived in . however, the emperor Augujius, diftrufting hun, 
gave the command of the Bofporan troops, who ferved in the 
Roman VLimy, to Scribomus •, 'which Afander took fo much 
amifs, that he abftained from all food, and by that means put 
an end to hi$ life in the mnJty- third jes^r of his age Upon 


' Avpian. 1, n p. 485.* Plot, in C®f. Suet, in Julio. 
• Aptian Hirt. & Plut. ibid. * Appian. inMichndat. 

P * 54 * Strabo, J. xiii p 625, Hirt. ibid. “ Strabo, 
fr Dio^ ibid* tvciAii* in macrob. 
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his ^catb^ Scrihonius giving out that be was ^ |f^dUbn oT ) 
ASthtii^t^Sy married Dynamisy the daughter ' of P%amaci^^' 
and posted himfelf of the kingdom 0i Bofpirus ; but was 
fooa driven out hf Pclemon^ on whom ^J^bg 0 lus had beftowedi 
that kingdom. * * 

Poleinon. Polemon was the Ton of Zenoy a famous orator of Laodiaa i 
and, after the battle of Philippi^ had been, by Marc 
rewarded for his gallant behaviour, with that part of the’king-* 
ciom of Pontus which lay next to Cappadocia. He attended 
the fame Marc Antony in hjs expedition againft the Parthi^nty 
by whom he was taken prifoner. He w*a$ afterwards fent by 
the king of Media^ to negotiate a peace between him and 
Antony \ which he concluded to the great fatisfadlion of the 
triumvir, by whom he was, on that confideration, ips^de 
king of Armenia Minor. After the battle of Aiiiumy in which 
be fought with great bravery for Antony y he was not only 
pardoned by Augujlucy but fent by him, oi rather by Agrippay 
againft Scrihoniusy whom he defeated, and drove from the 
thronCf He engaged in fcvcral wars with the neighbouring 
barbarians, whom he kept in awe, preventing them from 
making dncdrfions into the Roman territories ; but was at 
length overcome, taken, and put to death, by the Afpungitaniy 
whom Strabo reckons among the nations that bordered on the 
Palus Maotis. He had been honoured by Augujiusy fome 
time before his death, with the title of a friend and ally of 
the Roman people He left two fons, Zeno and Polemonlh 
The former, furnamed ArtaxtOy was, by GerTnanicuSy made 
king of Armeniay to the great fatisfaftion of the Armenians^ 
among whom he had been brought up The latter fuc- 
cccdcd his father in the kingdom of BofporuSy which he 
exchanged, in the reign of Claudtusy for parr of Cilicia. We 
find no further mbniion in hiftory of the Bofporaniy till 
the reign of Trajany who, as Eutropius informs us^, re- 
ceived the king of Bofporus under his protedfion. In the 
time of Antoninus Piusy one Rtmethalces reigned in the Bof^ 
porv. Cimmeriusy and came to Rome to treat with the em- 
peror about the affairs of his kingdom, as we read in Capi- 
iolinus^. Lucian tells us>, th^t the Bofporansy in his time, 
were governed by a king named Et^ator ; but what fate at- 
tended them thenceforth, to the divifion of the empire, we 
fiiid no- where recorded ; ahd therefore {hall proceed to a 

^ Strabo, 1. xi. Plut. in Ant<m. Appian. de bdl. civil. 

1 . Dio, lib. xlix. liii. liv. * Tacit, annal. 1 , ii. c. 54, 56. 
y Butrop. 1. vih. * Capitol, in Antonin, Pio. ^ Lucian. 
ibid. 
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jfiicctnd sxcmtA of the other kingdom mentioned in the 
tide prefixed to tWe chxpttr. 

*‘'\*'* I 
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* ^ * 

^ » * 

ff/E have delivered elfewhere a the htftory of Media j from Media. 

the earlieft account of time, to its being reduced by 
the Perjfans^ by whom it was held to the reign of Darius 
Codomannusy When the other provinces of Media fell under the 
power of the Macedonians \ but that which lay between 
mount Taurus and the Cafpian fea, withftood Alexander y 
being defended by one Atropatusy who, upon the downtal 
of the Perftan monarchy, kept it for himfelf, and tranfmited 
it to his pofterity, who held it as fovereigns to Strabo*s 
time From Atrepatus, it was called Media Atropatiuj or 
limply Atropatene^ In procefs of time, it became a very 
conliderable kingdom ; for Sitabo tells us^, that the kings 
of Atropatene could bring into the field forty thoufand foot, 
and twenty thoufand horfe. The metropolis of this king- 
dom is called by Strabo, Gaza 5 by Plutarchy Phrabata ; 

, and by Dioy Praafpa. But, as we have deferibed elfc- 
where ^ this country, and given an account of the cities it 
contained, we (hall proceed to the hiftory of its kings. 
firft who reigned here was Atropatus, who, being governor A tropa* 
of this province in the time of Darius Codomanntts^ as wchavc^^®- 
hinted abovtr deiended the narrow pafles leading into it 
Alexander and, upon bis departure, canfed himfclf 
to be acknowlcged king of the country. Upon the death of 
Alexander, Perdtccas, who had married Atropatus^s daughter, 
fuffered him to enjoy his new kingdom without molellation. 

The other kings of Media we find mentioned m hiftory, are, 
Timarchus, Mithridates^ Darius, and Artuafdes, Tmarchus Timar- 
reigned in the time of Dmettius Sotet king of Syria, whochu& 
attempted, but without fuccefi, to reduce Media, as Trogus 
informs us ®. Mtihridaies was cotemporary with Mithri- Muhrida- 
dates the Great king of Pontus, whom he aflifted againfttcs. 
Lucullus. He married the daughter of Ttgranes king of 
Armenia ; but, dying without inue, left the kingdom to his 
brother Darius, who likewifc fided. with Mithtidates •, butDanus. 
was overcome hy Pompey^. ^Darius was*fuccccded by his 
fon Aftvafdes, or Artuafdes, on whom Marc Antony madcArtuafdcs. 

» See vol V p. 3^ & fcq. ^ Strabo, 1. xi. p 5a3. ® Idem 

ibid. * Sec vol. v. p 4,&feq. ® Troo Pomp prolog. 

1. xxxiv f Dio, 1 xxxv, Piut. in Pomp. Appian. m 

Mithndat. 
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vnr, at Ae inftigation of Artabazus king of Amefua \ but 
vas therein attended with bad fudcefi, as we ihall relate in 
the hiftory of Partbia. 

Uf^ON the retreat of Man Antony^ Artuafdes falling out 
with his allies HatrPartbians^ about the divifion of the J&man 
fpoils, fent embafladors into Egypt^ acquainting Antony^ 
that he was ready to join him wi^ all his forcesi and^affift 
him to the utmoft of his power in the red\i&ion*of Partbia, 
Hereupon the triumvir refolved to return into Partbta by 
the way of M^Jia ; and, to attach Artuafdes more firmly to 
Ibis intereft, firft fent him, as a prefent, the head of Arta^ 
bazus^ his inveteute enemy, whom he had treacheroufiy 
feized ; and afterwards contradted a marriage for Alexander y 
one of his fons by Cleopatra^ with a daughter of the king of 
Media \ but in the mean time the civil war breaking out 
between Antony and O^avianus^ Artuafde^ fent his forces to 
join the former, which gave the Parthtans an opportunity of 
invading his dominions, and driving him from the throne^ 
After having lived feme time in Syria^ he had recourfe to 
the clemency of OSfavianus^ who received him into favour, 
and bellowed upon him the kingdom tA Armenia Minor 
As for the kingdom of Media^ it continued fubjedl to the 
Parthiansy whn held »t for many years, as wc lliall fee in 
the hiftory of that people (A). 

8 Dio, I. xlix. p»4is. Zovar. tom/*. 

(A) Some authors indeed fpeak Arfactddg\ iox Dio, TVrn/i/j, and 
of kings reigning in Media long Jofrphusy tell us, that thcP«r/i&w« 
after the times we are now kings fomctiines fuJfered their 
writing of j but thefc princes younger brothei& to reign in 
were probably of the race of the Media, 

B A C T R I A. 

Badlria. jD ACT R 1 A or BaSirianay now Cbora/fan,, was bound* 
" cd on the weft by Margiana ; on the north by the river 
Oxus ; on the fouth by mount Paropamifus ; and on the eaft 
by j^atic Scythia, and^ the country of the Maffageta. It 
was a large, fruitful, and wcIJ*peopIed country, containing, 
if Ammtanus Marcellinus is to be credited a thoufand cities ; 
hut of tbefe we find only the following mentioned by the 

* Ammian. Marcbl. 1. xxiih 


antients : 
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thV metropolis of the country, called an- G/&/ 

ticntly Zariajpi (A). ^ v 

The other Cities of B^Sirta^ mentioned by the anticnt 
geographers, are, Mf^aniria^ probably buile by AUmnder ; 
Darapfa or Adraffa^ ^ fame city which Arrian iM Drop* 
fa^a ; EuchratidiaX' tiariafa^ both fpokcft bf by Straba^ ; 
the latter was deftroycd by Alexander : Stfmethra Petra ^ 
where Alexander folemnized his mafnagt with Roxana^ who 
was^ k^pt AereT Maracanda^ repaired, but not built, as 
JEneas Sylvius and Cambinus have imagined, by Tamerlan^ 

The fame writer tell us, that Maracanda was the birth* 
place of that great commander \ but are Aerein contradicted 
by ChalcGcondyles^, This city is now known by the name of 
Samaracanda ; whence the prefent kings of Perfia ftylc 
themfelvcs princes of Samaracanda^ as David Chytraus in- 
forms us Ebufmt and Charraiharta^ now Chianacbar, 
were once two places of great note, being called by Ptolemy 
royal cities 

The chief rivers of BaSfnavtw^ the th^OxuSyRtven* 

the OrgomeneSy or, as Ptolemy calk it, Dargotnenesy the 
Zartafpa or Xauajpesy the AritmtSy and the Dargtdusm 
,Moft of tliefe rivers fall into the OchuSy which ipnngs from 
mount Patopamijusy and difchargcs itfelf into the Cafpan 
fea, Paropamifusy or Parapamtfusy is apart of mount Taurus y 
and not of mount Caucafusy as thoie who attended Alexander 
in his expedition into Indiay^ve^xe pleafed to call it That 
part of Baft% ly which was watered by the river Oxusy is 
defciibed by the antients as a#cry fruitful country, abound- 
ing with paftures, and well flocked with cattle of a very large 
fize ; but the fouthern parts were nothing but Tandy deferts, 

** Arrian 1 in c ag ^ Strabo, I. xv p 408 

* Chalcocond 1 ni ® Chytr^us m chron ^ See 

vol v p 59 s Strabo, 1 . XI p 348. Arrian. Indic c. 11. 

(A) Some writers indeed make agreeing with both thefe writers, 

Badlra and Zattafpe two differ- ddenbes it as Handing on the 
ent ciCits; but biiabo (i) and river DargtduSy m tlie heart of 
Phny 2} tell US, in exprefb terms, the country, at a great diifante 
ikoxBuira and Zartafpe were from mount which 
two names of one and the fame was tUb fou^ern boundary^ 

City /*/ places or the liom the river Btu^ius^ Qur- 

xvf^t Zanajfpa } and Curtius on ttus{^) will have bpth the city 
the at the foot of mount ^nd country to have bcxiowtJ 

Paropam/usy but Ptokn^y dif- their nainc!». 

(i) ^traUy /,*!, (2) P/ir. VI e * 15, (3) Cwr/ / viu f 4 * * 

Without 
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without any track or beaten way y infomuch that travelers 
ufed to reft in the day-time, and purfue their journey in the 
night, guiding themfclves by the ftars, as on the fea, not 
without danger of being buried in the fand. The country 
was inhabited by the following nations ; to wit, the Sala^ 
tara^ Zariafpa^ Chomatri^ Comiy Acinaca^ Tambyzat Tbo- 
cartT^ Marycaiy Amarifpn^ and feveral others of lefs note^. 
The Ba^rians in general were reckoned good foldiers, be- 
ing always at war, either among thcmfelves, Ar with the 
neighbouring nations, and enemies to all manner of luxury. 
Pliny tells us, that they ufed to expofe their old people, 
when they attained to a certain age, to be devoured by fierce 
maftifFs, which they kept for that purpofe, and called fepul- 
cral dogs, Tlie fame author adds, that they allowed their 
daughters to keep company with whom they pleafed ; and 
that incontinency was no way difreputablc, even to the 
women 

As to their government, they were ruled by kings in the 
earlieft ages. ZoroajUr is faid by Eujibius ^ to have reigned 
in Ba^rin, and to have been cotemporary withMVwf, who 
made war upon him, and fubdued his country. But Ct Jias 
mentions one Oxyaries^ as reigning in Ballrla^ when that 
country was reduced by Kinu^^ and will have Ttoroajier to 
have been cotemporary with Cytu^ the Great, queflions 
whether he, ever reigned mBa/itia; but of him, and his 
writings, wc have fpoken clfewhcrc ^ All author> agree, 
tliat Ba^ria was fubdued, firlt by the AJfytiu i, and after- 
wards by the Perjiansy undcr«(^;»v the Gteut^ as we have 
related in the hiftory of thofe two empiies. It fell after- 
wards under the power of the MaLLdoniam^ and was held by 
the fucceflbrs of Seleucus Ntcator^ till the reign of Anttochus 
Thtos.^ when Thcodotus.^ from governor of that province, 
became king, and flrengthene<l hiiiifelf fo efiefliuiilly in his 
new kingdom, while Antmhus was engaged in a war witli 
Ptolemy Phtludclphus king of Egypt ^ that he could never after- 
wards difpofleis him of his acquifitions He was fuccceded 
by hii) fon, named alfo TheoJotus^ who, entering into an al- 
liance with Ar faces ^ the founder of the Parthian monarchy, 
confidcrably iiiUrgcd his kingdom, while the two brothers, 
StUucui Calhiuuh dnA.Antiochiis Hierax^ were wafting thcii 
fiicngtli againft'each other Theodotus was overcome in 


^ Secvol V. p 59. * pLiN.ibid. ^ Euseb. inchron. 

* See vol. V. p. 383, & fcq. ™ Arrian, in Parthic. apudPhot. 

tod. 58 Syncel. p. a8|. Justin. 1 . xii. c, 4. Strabo, 
1 XL P 515 n JUSTIN% 1 xli. C. 4. 
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batdei and driven out 'by his brother, who, asEuthyJe- 

he was a very valiant and prudent prince, maintained a longmub. 
war againft Jntiochus the Great y in defence of hiscounti), 
obliging him at laft to lay afide all thoughts of ever reducing 
it, as wc have related in the hiftory of Syria, ^'i^thyclrmu^ 
was fuccceded by his brother Menandety who, polling 
river Hypanisy fubdued the kingdom of SigerttSy the large 
province of Pattalenay and fevcral othci countries, unknown 
even to'AUxandcr the Great ; but Avhilc he was preparing to 
make new conquefts, and invade the Syrian dominions, he 
was taken off by a violent fever, to the great grid of Ins fub- 
jefts, antong whom his allies were diftributcd, to <jucll the 
difturbances that arofe on account of his body, winch many 
cities laid claim to. By this means magnificent monuments 
were erefled to his memory in moft cities of BaSlrta 

He was fuccceded by his nephew Dernetriroy the fon ofDcmctu- 
Euthydemusy in whofe name he had governed, that prince being 
very young at his father’s death. Demetrius was no ways 
inferior to his uncle in courage and bravery ; for he not only 
maintained himfelf in the poffcffion of the provinces which 
Menander had reduced, but made fevcial new acquifitioiis', 
and, at bis death, left the kingdom of Ba^ria in a 
flouriftiingconditic'n. Ills fon Eucratidcs built the city of Kuen^ * 

crntidia 5 and, having invaded Indiay made himfelf mafterdes 
of all thofc provinces which had been fubjecled by Alexander, 

On his return to his own dominions, he was trcachcroufly 
murdered I* i! fon, named alfo Eucratidesy to whom 
had committed the government of the kingdom during his^^*"^^ 
abfencc. So wicked an aftion did not go long unpuniihed *, 
for the Scythians invading BaSlrta on one fide, and the Par- 
thians on the other, Eucratides was driven fiom the throne, 
and foon after killed in attempting to recover it. Upon his 
death, the Par thians feized on the provinces of Afpicnia and 
Thurivay leaving all the reft to the Scythiansy who held the 
kingdom of Baiitia till ihc invafion of the Humy of whom 
we fliall have occafion to fpeak in a more proper place. The 
kings, whom wc find mentioned as reigning in Ba£fria in 
the times ot the emperors Adriariy Aniomnus PiuSy and 
Valeriany were all of Scythian extraiftion ; but the Scythians 
wcie, in their turn, driven out b/uthc who leigned 

in BaPtiay as wc lead in our modem hiftotians, in the time 
of hadijlaus 1 V, king of Hungary. 

• Arrian, peripl. p, 32. Trog. inprolog. 1. xli. 
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Edcfla. H E antient city of Edejfa is placed by geographers in 
A Mefopotamia^ on the banks of the Scirtus^ between 
mount Mafius and the Euphrates^ into which the Scirtus 
emptier itfelf. It was once a place of great note, and fa^ 
mous for a temple of the Syrian goddefs, which was reckoned 
one of the richeft in the world, nations and prineds fending 
thither prefents and offerings from all parts of the eaft. From 
this temple, EdeJJa was lliled Hierapolisy or tht holy city. 
During the inteftine broils, which greatly weakened the king- 
Auga^l^, dom of S)ria^ one Augarus^ or Abgarus^ feized on the city 
Abga- of Edt'Jfii aitd its fruitful territory, which he erefted into a 
Tus, the new kingdom, ftiling bimfelf king of Edejfa^ and tranfmit- 
fBundir of title to his pofterity. Under which of the 

this king- Syrian king.s this revolution happened, we find no- where re- 
corded. All we know of the founder of this new kingdom 
IS, that he often defeated the S)riansy to whom the country 
which he pofleflld had been long fubjeft ; and, in fpitc of 
their utmoft efforts, left at his death his fmall principality, as 
Mgnatius^ and Xylander ftjle it in a very flourifhing con- , 
Ariamnes,dition. He was fucceeded by his fon Ariamnesy or Abgarus IL 
or Abga- for the name of Abgarus was common to all the kings of 
rus II. Edejfa. This prince made himfelf mafter of the whole pro- 
vince of Ofrum^ and, entering into an alliance with Pompey^ 
againft Tigrancs the Great king of Armenia ^ fup|i*\.d his army 
with all manner of provilions. In the Paithian war, he 
pretended to fide with Crajfui ; but, in the mean time, 
maintaining a private corrclpondence with the enemy, he 
was the chief caufe of the great overthiow which the Romans 
received at CarrheCy as we lhall relate at length in the hiftory 
Uchanias of the Parthians, He left the kingdom to his fon Uchaniasy 
and Abga- mentioned by Enfehlus c, who was fucceeded by his fon Ab- 
lus III. garus III. a prince much fpoken of by the ecclefiaftic writers, 
on accooutofihe letters which he is uippnfal to have written 
to our Saviour, and our Saviour to him (A). 

Abgarus 

» ABcNAT.in Spart. Sever. Xylakder, in Dion, lib. xL 
^ Euseb. hill, ecclef. 1. u c. 15. 

• , 

(A) Thefe letters were found original Syriac into Greeks and 
by EufbitiSy as he affures us, in inferted in his ecclefiaftic hifto- 
the public archives of Edejfa^ ry(i). They are alfo fpoken of 
and by him rranftated out of the by Nicephorus (2), Cedrenus (3), 

‘ fly t. i. c. 1^. ^ /, iu (, t. (») Nlupb. Calltfl, /. ii. f* 7. 

fl) Ctdrtn. p. 144, 

, Dorotkus, 
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Ahgarus IV, the fon of the above-mentioned prince^ reign- Ahgaiu*? 
cd in the time of the cmpc jor Claudius ^ and joined £?• Cajfius 1\ . 
governor of Sjr/V?, who had been ordered by that emperor to 
place McJjei dates on the throne of Parthia. Wh^’n Miher- 
dates arrived at Edejfa^ Abgarus^ who had been gained over 
by the Parthiansy detained him there, under various pre- 
tences, till fuch time as the enemy had drawn together thtir 
forces \ and, in the heat of the engagement, abandoning the 
Komansy with the king of x\\q Adtaheniamy brought on the 
defeat of their army< The next prince of Edejfu we find 
mentioned in hiftory, is, that AbgaruSy who was totem- Abgnru* 
porary with the emperor to whom he fent, dining V- 

the war he waged with the Parthiamy two hiindicJ and fiity 
fine horfes, a great many complete fuits of ainiour, ^wd 
fixfy thoufand javelins. T^rajau accepted of three bir.-ft- 
plates only, and declared Ahgarus a friend and aUy oi the 
Roman people Suidas fometimes calb him Abgarusy and 
lometimes AugaruSy giving him in one place the title or king, 
and clfewherc ftiling him the chief of the Edejfans. He wis ArKii* 
fucceeded bv hi» fon Atbaiidesy who was highly favoured by do . 
Trajan. Abyru\ VI. tlio fon of ArhandeSy is mentioned byAi.^^aru 
Capitolinus in his life of Ant^ninu:^ Piu^y and by Epipha*t:\Sy ^ ^ 
wi^) calls him a nioft pious pi nice Anotlior prince of tlie 
fame name rcigued at in the time ot thcimpcior 

Stsietusy afiiftotl him m tL»- wars he waged in the vaH, rnl 
attciidcvl J lo Romcy wlieic he was, the unpcrot^i 
order, letcivcd and eiuoitinud with the iitniofi pomp a .>1 
fplcndoi b He was .dieiW.odb fufpeifod, by Carac lliy oi 
lioldiji^ a roiielpOiid«.riee with the enemies ot y a*'d 

1. Aii ' JsL IDA., voce 'l^-T rsi.^ Tikodo^j. Min 
jii fr.igmu t ^ Si Ai 1 i/iN jp bevero. 


Douthtus (4), h-jrgnu^( 5), GVy 

i.(l5\fi}yCu} fit! XlLt tttj'S], 

ike. TJie l.ift-in.'iitiaued water 
tells ns, tlul our Savioui’s letter 
was ftolen ia the leign of A/id/o 
nuus Cumaenusy and novel aftei 
heard of (9^ Thclc letters have 
given oc afion to many difputcs 
among our modern wnteis, foinc 
maintaining tliem to be genuine, 
and others to be forged. This 


fiibjciH has been Icarncdl) hm 
dkd by Cufiiu Of j fit u ^ T'//, 
Innotity D:t Pin, and the late la- 
ther Ah '•fir A v iitr oi gn i*- 
note of the Domn .m o:dci. t'j 
whom w.' rcf^i lui.ii of our ita- 
ders as ^le dehra'i-> to i)c well 
atrvjuaiiited with this coutioveify, 
which IS altogether foreign to 
our fubjed. 


f4) Dorcth, in fympjt. (5) F*vaj^r,us, /. h. 

p* 393» 44t. (7J Cur^alaf, p, bo, ps. 

Ntettas, t&id. ^ 
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being fummoncd to juftify himfclf before the icmperor, he 
was, by his order, confined, and his kingdom reduced to a 
Roman province s (B). , 

« Dzo, Sc ZoNAR. in Caracalla & Heliogabalo. Spartian. 
ubi fupra. IIerodian. J. lii. 

(B) \*ihy SpartLinus C2iX\eA droene^ a province of Mefipota* 
king of Prrfia i but by Dio^ mia^ bounded on the weft and 
and king of fouth' by the Euphrates ; on the 
ilic Ofrohii^ the dominions of the eaft by the Chahoras or Ahorras ; 
kings of EdeJJa being confined and on the north by mount Tau- 
within the narrow bounds of Of- rits\ dividing it from the Greater 
re'eae, or, as others calls it. Of- Armenia. 

E M E s a; 

Emcfa. JfME S Ay Emifay ofEmtffhy was a city of Syria^ placed 
^ by moft of the antient geographers on the OronteSy be- 
Sampfice- tween jtpamea ami Laodicea Cnbiofa, This city one Samp-^ 
ramus, ftcet^amuSy an Arabian y feized duriilg the troubles of Syria ; 
founder ^and, afluming the title of king, held Emcfay and its fmall 
this fmali territory, without the leaft dillurbancc from the SeUuctday 
kingdom. Other more important wars on their hands a (A), 

Jambli- He left two fons, lamblichus and Alexander, The for- 
chus. mer fucccedcd his father, and, as he was greatly; attached to 
the Rc?nansy acquainted Cicero, while he governed Cilicia in 
quality of proconlul, with the motions and defigns of the Par- 
thiansy who, unilcr the conduft of Pacorus their king, were 
preparing to invade Syria. In the civil wars of RomCy he 
iided firlt W’ith Cts^Jar againft Pompeyy and afterwards with 
Antony 'againft O^avianus. After the victory gained by the 
latter at AHiumy Antonyy apprehending that he defigned to 
follow the example of the neighbouring princes, who had all 
declar ji for the conqueror, got him into his power, and, 
upon that bare fufpicion, caufed him to be put to a moft cruel 
death He is ftyled by Straboy the petty king of the Emefeni ; 
by jofephusy a petty prince of Arabia; and by Dioy prince 
of the Arabians. 

« 

* Strabo, 1 . xvi. * ^ Strabo, ibid. Joseph, antiq, 

i- .xiv. c. 13, Dio, lib. 1 . Cic. cpift. ad fam. 1 . xv. epift. i. 

(A1 ^ampficn-amus is often is of opinion, that Cicero, under 
mentioned by Cicero, in his let- that difguife, meant Pompey, who 
ters CQ Aiticus ( I ) . But W%olius had overcome Santpficeramus, 

( s) C/V, ad Auk. A ii. epif^ lO, I7, ^ 13* 
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Upoj^ his death the kingdom was, by jfntonyj beftowcd 
on his brother Alexander^ who, continuing faithful to hisAlexan 
benefaftor in his greatcft diftrefs, was taken prifoner by O^^z-dcr. 
viusy and not only deprived of his kingdom, but carried in 
triumph, and afterwards put to death His fon JamWichus II. lambli* 
was received into favour by O^avianus^^ and by him relloreclcbus 11. 
to his* father’s kingdom, after he had lived fome time in 
banifhment Many years after him reigned Sampficeramits II* 
whom fome 'writers take to have been his grandfoii. He is 
mentioned by Jofephus^ who ftiles liini king of the Erne- 
feni He was fucceeded by his fon Azizusj who, falling in Azizui* 
love with Drufilla^ the* filler of Agrippa minor ^ embiaccd 
the fevDifly religion, in order to nurr)^ her ^ His lifter Jotapp 
was married to Ariftohulus^ the brother of the Great e. 

A^azm is the laft king of Emefa we find mentioned in hiftory. 

This fmall kingdom was perhaps feized'by the Arabians ; for, 
fome years after, we 'find it poflefled by the Ituresan$, 7 'he 
emperor Heliogahaltis was a native, as Evagrius informs us< 
of the city of Enieja, 

® Dio, lib. li. ^ Idem, lib. liv. ® Joseph, antiq. 

1. xviii. c. 7, Sc 1 . XIX c. 7. ^ Idem, 1 . xx. c. 5. Zqsar. 

tom v ? Idem, l.x\iii. c. 7. 
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A S wc have deferibed clfcwhcre the province AJiabens 
which MMs the richeft and moft fruitful of all Ajj'yria^ we 
fliall in this place only give a fuccindl accuiint of the king'., 
who, taking advantage ot the dilturb.inces that rci';iu*d among 
the Selcucida^ erected here a new kingdom, and held it in 
fpite of the Syrian king'., till they were driven out by the 
fuperior power of the Roman emperors. I'he firft king we Kirg, 
find mentioned jn hiftorv, reigned in the time of the Mithri; 

war, and joined Tigranes Lucullus^ as we read 

in Plutarch^ though that author does not acquaint us with his 
nanie*>. Many years after, that is, in the reign of the em- 
peror Claudius^ one MonobazuSj called alfo Bazeos, ruled Mono* : 
over the Adiabenians. This prince, falling in love with his'-^^'*' 
fitter Helena^ mairicd her, and kad by her t\^o fons ; to wit, 

^ AAfnohazus and izates. He bad fevcral children by other 
(jres ; but, as he favoured Izates above all the reft, this 
raffed no fmall jealouiy in his other funs, efpecially in Mono- 
hows the eldeft. To prevent thcrcfoie the evil confequence? 


» See vol. iv. p. 245, 246. 
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which h.’s partiality occafion in his family, he fent 

Izaii^s to be brought up by one Abemerigus^ lord, or, as 
"fofphu^ calls him, kina; of a rich country in that neighl^our- 
iiooJ. Jbcjih'rigus^ who then refidcd at a place called Spa^ 
hroMglit him up with great care, and gave him his 
daughter Samacha hi marriage, and with her a rich and fruit- 
ful country by way of dowry. In the mean time Mono- 
ba%us^ as he was ftricken in years, and defirous to fee his 
favourite child before his death, fciit for him, and, receiving 
iiim with great tendernefs, beftowed upon him the country 
of CesYon^ which abounded with o^driferous plants, and was 
famous, as "foftphus nAotm^ us, on account of the remains 
of ark, which w'ere ftill to be feen there in his time. 

In this country Ixatcs remained till his father’s death, when 
his mother H'Unny calling together the^ chief lords of the 
^ kingdv^m, told the m, I'hiit the deccafed king had, by his 
lafi will, appointed ixntes to reign in his Head, as the moft 
worthy of all his cluldrcn ; but that ihc had not thought 
proper to aco'iaim him iherewith, till the honour, to which 
he had been defined br his father, was confirmed 10 him by 
the unanimous conwiu of his fubjetSs. She had fcarce utter- 
ed thefe words, whcji the nobles, proftrating tliemYelves on 
the ground l>efore the queen, according to the cuftom of the 
'.ountry, dodared, that they approved the king’s eleftion, 
and wetc ready, not only to ohty JzateSy who had been deferv- 
ediy preferred to his brothers, but to put the*\*^dll to death, 
that lie might enjoy the kingdom without difturbancc. 'Tlic 
<juccn thanked tiiciii for their zeal, but at the fame time dc- 
fircd them to forbear fliedding the blood of any of the loyai 
ia.mlly, till the will of their new fovereign was known.- 
Jlcreupcii they irilrerted the queen to confine at leaft the 
young princes rill the king’s arrival, and in the mean rime to 
appoint (;ne tu g -vern in his name. Helena rcadil)'' complied 
with their reqii ^ 1 , anvl named her eldeft -Ibn, MonohaxttSy 
guard i.i 1 of tlie kinp^dem during his brother’s abfence, pkicing 
with iher own h:\ud the diadem on his head, and delivering 
to Idm Ills father’s fca!, with the robe, called by the Aelia- 
(\ r Jampfii'a ; and exhor'-’ng him to govern with jullice 
av.d mf’d^ ratiop, till the arrival of his brother, to whom the 
cuAvn oelunpeti, both by The laft will of his father, and the 
unaiiiiriO.'.s eleclion of the people. In the mean time IzateSy 
boil;;’; ac.pu?iated with his father’s death, and the zeal his nevsr 
fubjech l 3 .id Ihevvn for him, haftened to his kingdom, where 
he was received v/ith great rejoicings, and met by his brother 
ALnobazu^^ who, on liis arrival, rcfigncd to him the diadem, 
and cthei ciifigns of royalty. 


While 
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While I%atei was at the court oi Ahemerigu^^ he had 
been inftrufted in the Jewijh religion by one Amniasy who, 
at his requeft, had attended him into the kingdom of AdUi- 
bene^ and continued with him in the province Of Caron^ which 
his father, as we have faid above, had b'eftowcd r him (A). 

In his reign Jrtabanus king of the Parthians^ being driven 
out by his rebellious fubjedls, had^ rccourfe to iiim, and was 
not only kindly received at bis cour., and treated like a 
king, but, by his good offices, reftored to the crown, as we 
fliall relate in the hiftory of Parthia ; in acknovvlcg'Mnent 
of which kindnefs, Artabanus yielded to him the fruitful pro* 


(A) His mother likewifc, 
having been inllraited by an- 
other had embraced tliat 
religion ; but neverthelcis did all 
that lay in her power to dili'uade 
her fon from tircunidfion,“to 
which, as a zealous profelyte, 
he had a great inclination, tidnlc- 
ing hirnlclf obliged to comply 
with all the duties ol' the reli- 
gion he liad embraced. Anumas 
his agreed with tlie 

queen, and, fearing left Jomc 
mi, fortune might befal him, if 
the king’s conveiTion, which had 
been bron:;^^ ibr^i^ by his means, 
were publicly known, repre- 
fented to him, that he mirlit 
ferve thtr true God, without 
being circumciicd ; that fmec he 
had rcfolved to live accoiding 
to the other laws of the yr'zvj, 
God would pardon him tliis neg' 
led, in confidcration of that rc- 
folution; that true religion con- 
ftfted in the pious fentinients of 
the foul, and not in the circum- 
ciftcin of the body ; which was 
indeed injoined by Mofes^ but 
might be difpenfed with in the 
prelent circumftances, confider- 
ing the danger he was in of for- 
feiting his kingdom, by an open 
profeftion of the JenviJ/? religion, 
£s"r. Laftly, Ananias^ who, it 


feemswas a time-fervrr, threaten- 
ed to forfake the pious prince, 
if he did not lay alldc, tor the 
piTUnt, all thoughts of circum- 
cifiori Hy thefe rcmonftrancc:, 
IziiUs W'as prevailed upon to 
(ufpend the execution of his de- 
ft- but not Ion' 
ot)ieryt"^c, by name a 

man well verfed In the law of 
Mo/fj, and of great learning, ar- 
riving at the court, aiui hnding 
the king, when he went to wait 
on him, reading the books of 
Mofesy told him in plain terms, 
that he ofibnded both againft. 
God, and the law : for it is not 
enough, faid he, for any man to 
underhand his religion ; the main 
duty incumbent upon us, is, to 
do what our religion commands 
ub. Mow long will you remain 
uncircumcifcd ? If you are un- 
acquainted with the injunctions 
of tlie law touching this point, 
read it now, that you may no 
longer be ignorant of the guilt 
you incur, in omitting one of the 
mort efTential duties of your re- 
ligion. Ixates. ftruck with thefc 
word.s immediately withdrew ; 
and, in compliance with the law, 
fubmitted to the ceremony w'hich 
it preferibed ( i ). 


(1) J<'fiph» antiq, L xx. c. 2, 
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Vince of NiJiUs, which he bad lately taken froqi the king of 
Armenia. Upon the death of Artalanus^ a civil war break- 
ing Out in Partbia between Gotarzes and Meherdates^ Izaies 
pretended to favour the latter, wbofe claim was fupported by 
the emperor Claudius^ but maintained the whole time a pri- 
vate correfpondence with the former, and joined him at laft 
with all his forces, which brought on the ruin of Meherdates 
as wefliall have occafion to relate in the hiftory of Partita, 
Mombazus^ the king s eldef brother, and the other princes 
of the royal family, finding that Izaies had been attended 
witl) wonderful fuccefs,’ Jays Jofephus in all his under- 
takings, ever fince the change of his religion, refolved to fol- 
low his example 5 which fo offended the chief lords of the 
'^Rs'on ^hat, entering Into a confpiracy againft their prince, 

introduced the Jeiuijh religion among them, 
raid hifn wrotc privately to Abias king of Arabioy promifmg him 
arJ call luixis of money, on condition he would affift them in 
the king ^driving out IzaUs from the throne, and affuring him', that 
Arabia.; they were all to a man refolved to fbrfake him, and deliver 
him up to the fiiff that Ihould invade his dominions. Here- 
upon AbiaSy having drawn together a confulerable army, en- 
tered the kingdom of Adiabency where he was met by Izaies^ 
and a battle enfuing, the Adiabtniansy at the firft onfet, fled, as 
if they had been feized with a panic fear, and retired in great 
diforder to their camp. The king, feeing himfelf abandoned by 
his men, retired with them ; and, having found, on examining 
the caufe of fo fudden a flight, that the private nveh had only 
followed the example of their leaders, and by that means dif- 
covered the whole plot, he caufed the chief confpii;^tors to 
be immediately put to death ; and, marching out the next day 
^vho is ^^-with the reft, fell unexpeftedly upon the enemy, and gained. 
feah’d'by a complete viftory. The king of Arabia being clofely pur- 
fzates. fued by the Adiabeniansy (hcltercd himfelf in the fortrefe of 
Arfuntj which Izates immediately befiegcd, and aflaulted 
with fuch vigour, that it was foon obliged to furrender. He 
found tlicre an immenfc booty, and great ftore of provifions; 
but Abiafy by a voluntary death, rfc«iped captivity, as did 
many of the Arabian lords who attended him ®. 

Thk confpirators, tlio’ thus Jifappointed, ffill perfifted in 
their former refolution of getting rid, by fame means or other, 
of a king, who endeavoured t 6 aboliib their antient religion, 
and introduce a ftrange law. They therefore had recourfo 
king of the Pa rtblawy intreating him to affift" 
fos driving from the throne /zates, and to give them a 

Paithia. c Xacitus, annal. 1. xii. ^ Joseph, ibid. .' Idem ibid, 

king 
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kin^ of the race of the Arfacida^ fince they could not live 
under a prince, -who' countenanced a religion differing from 
that of his own country. Upon this invjtation, Vologefes 
marched with a mighty army againft Iz^tesy who, finding 
himfelf norway.lnxa condition to oppofe & powerful an 
enemy with hi* own ftrength, had rccourfe to prayers, be- 
feecbing the .Almighty, for whofe fake he was reduced to 
fuch ftreights, to exert His power in the defence of one, 
who put all his confidence in him. He liad fcarce ended his. 
prayer, when news was brought him, that Fologefes, who 
had encamped over- againft hiin on the other fide of the river, 
which parted Adiabene from Media^ was retired in’ great hafle 
and confufion, upon certain advice, that the Daha:iv\A Sac^y 
taking advantage of his abfence, had invaded Parthuiy 
committing every-where moft dreadful ravages IzaiesyVMQ^ de- 
being thus delivered, by the proteflion of heaven, from the/^*Z'<? 7 v/ 
imminent danger he was in of lofing both his life and his 
dom, fpent the remainder of his days in peace and tranquil- 
lity, and died in the fifty-fifth year of his age, and twenty- 
fourth of his reign. Jofephus gives him a moft extraordinary 
charadler, which he well deferved, if all that writer relates 
of him be true. He had by his wife Samacha or Samacoy the 
daughter of AbemerSgusy five fons, who were all brought up 
under their grandmother Helena at Jerufalemy and there 
taught both the JewtJh language and religion (13), 

Monohazus^ 

f Joseph, antiq. 1 . xx. c. 2. 

(B) They were in that city ney, in a royal and mjignificent 
while it was beficged by Titusy manner, and with large fums of 
who generoufly pardoned them, money, but attended her in per- 
and carried them with him' to fon great part of the way. On 
Romey where they remained as her arrival at ft e was 

hoftages (2). Helena y who was received by the priefts and chief 
both mother and aunt to Izatesy men of the nation, in a manner 
and a zealous profelyte to the fuitable to her rank, and enter- 
JefwiJh religion, no fooner faw tained with great fplendor and 
her favourite fon fettled on the magnificence ; but foon after the 
throne, but fte undertook a jour- city being moll grievoufly op- 
ney to Jetufalmy being defiroas preffed by a famine, that, in all 
to vifit the holy city, and offer . ' liftelihood, which had been fore- 
faciificcs of thankfgiving in the* told^by the’qprophct as 

temple, which was fo renowned we read in tlie Aeis ( 3 ), the pious 
6 m all the world. not queen not only refufed to be 

qnly fuppUed her with all things maintained at the public expence, 
that were neceffary fot her jour- but plentifully fupplied the poor 

(4) Jdtiy d 4 kelifJi/Ji h vfit r. 13- (3) mr* 28. 

M 4 
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JldonobazuSy who fucceeded his hrothei Izate^^ fent his 
body, with that of his mother to be depoiitcd in the 

magnificent monument, which Ihc I) id erefted with three 
lofty p)siamids, about three furlongs from the city of 
fnkm s (Cj. 

'J'liorGH Ixatci had fcvcral childicn, yet, by his laft will, 
Monoba- ho becjucathed the crown to his brother Mombazu^^ re- 
wardmij: him thereby for the great care, and indefatigable fide- 
lit} , \\ ith which he had governed the kingdom during his 
abfence, and the intire fubmiffion he had flicwn him, though 
a voun::er brother, the whole time of his reign. But as to 
the aflairs of this kingdom, there is a profound filence among 
authors, from the death of wdio was cotemporary 

with tlie empeior Claudius^ to the reign of Trajariy when 

^ joSFT»H ubi fuj r.i 

of the city witli corn fr0^j||wEjj?;>/, f'Jin king of UaiicaniaJjKs^ was 
and other provifiOL^ from the fo mLgnifirtnt and flauly an edi- 
ifl nd of C)p>H^. She lihcwife lice, that the 111 a< k with 

perfuadtd lur fon to fend its cxtiaordnur) beauty and 

a confidcrable fiim of money lo grandeui, called all inajLllic nio- 
ihc go\einor of J n /uhm, for maujultuva J he otJiu, 

the rchef of the afRuSlcd citi- a monuircnt of fuiprifing ^^ork- 
/e IS Tlefe pio s offices, mLnfhip, frand^ at.i JcmII diflance 

and the /ud ihe fhevved for the from . nd is the fepul- 

gaimd her, as cie oi one Jhhn^ ’ native of 
Jrfii! lnfolIu^ in, uic aiflcuon that coantu It \s Ci of maiblc, 
of thewnole r.*tion hiie con- and ins a dooi, wlmh, on a 
tijiued m y m, where fl.e Hated dc*\ and hour oi lire \tai, 
built a mdgnilKtntpaL cc, which open' by Ionic hidu( i fpiin^L , 
wao burnt by tiic n under and fi on atici fliut. again. At 
till the death cf (‘z,c 7 (iu othci tinH> )ou may Incab it 
when flic returned XoAJtahnt, down; but it is inijioffblc to 
lud foon after d ed. open it. Thu, f.ir 

(C) This monunitixt is men- but who was better 

tioned bv t5k St. Ji- accjiiaintcd w ith the monuments 

rom (6), . id Vauf.mai (7).^ The of hia own country than any of 
lat er fpeaks of it in tJu follow- the takes no notice of 

ing terms : Tho’ J ha\c heaid of this piodigy. Orofiys telL us (8), 
many monuments worthy of ad- hat Hthna embraced the Chri- 
miration, yet T fliali hero take Ilian icligion, and, dming the 
notice of 1^0 only; the one at above-mentioned famine, fup- 
halieaniajis^ the other in the plied (he indigent and difbefled 
country of the yxqi The fdr- Chriflians with tom brought 
mcr, creded in honour of Mau- from Egypt for that purpofe. 

f 4 f A XX. c. 2- (5) btji, tuUf. / li# c. 12. 

fh) Htenrym* ad ^ 7 ) Faufa/i, /, vjii. ( Sj 1. nu c» 6 . 


one 
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one Mebarfapes ruled there, and joined Cofdroes king of the Mebarfa- 
^erfiam^ againft the Rorram ; but that war proving unfuc- pe«?. 
ccfsful for him, and his allids, he was driven from the throne, 
and obliged to fhelter himfelf in the dominions of Manus 
kmg of Arabia^ who attempted to rcftore him his king- 
dom ; but as the ftrong caftle of Adcnyjira was held by a 
Roman ganfon, v/hich he could never diflodgc, he was forced 
to drop the enterpnze, and, abandoning his friend and ally, 
conclude a peace with Rome We find no further men- 
tirn made oi the Adiabenians^ till the reign of Sapor IL king 
of Pcrfia^ when they embraced the Chiifti/n religion, as 
Sozomcnm ‘ and \'icephoru^ inform us, and were, on that 
account, tieated with great cruelty by the above-mentioned 
king, to vt'hom they were at that time fubjeft. 

^ Dio, in Trajan S>x Rui- in epit. TxIEODOs Min. in 
fragment lib l\’\v Diow*?. bo/oM. 1 . li. c. 12. NictPH. 
hiilor. tupar. L viii. c # 

ELYMAIS. 

Tn'LTAIAIS^ or, a'’ St^-alo calls it % Llvmati?^ was a Elymais. 

province of King between the iivcrs Eulaus and 

Oroahs^ and cxttiiding from the confines of Media to the 
htythtaun fca, 01 Ptrjian gulf. It was formerly divided into 
three great diftnets ; to v/’t, Mefabiitene ^ Gabcne or Gabiene^ 
and CaibiiAi^. , iud contained the following cities , Sdeucia^Citie . 
in more anticnt tinies Soht,fy on the binks ol the Hedypo^ or 
HetUpnmy which calK a great city; Safiiciic^ at a 

fmall dillancc from mount Cafytus , Badaca^ on the Eulaus ; 
and Elymais^ the inctiopolis of the province, famous for a 
rich temple coiifeciatcd fo Diana^ which Anilochus Epiphanes 
attempted to plunder ; but was obliged by the inhabitants to 
retire with difgiacc, as we have i elated in the hiftory of 
Sytta, We muft not confound this city with that of Perfe-^ 
polls ^ called alfo by fome writers Elymais ; for the citv we 
are here fpeakmg of flood in tlic province ot Elymais^ and tlie 
other in that or Perjis. The temple of F.lymats was after- 
wards plundered by one of tlie Patthum kings, who found 
in ^t, as Strabo tells us % ten thoufaml talents. Irt this coun- 
try there was alfo a very rich temple confecrated to Jupiter 
Belus^ which Antiochus the Great attempted to plundei, but 
loft his life m the attempt, as we have lelated in the biftoiy 
of his reign. The country of Elymais was inhabited, ac- 

* Strabo, I. .wi. ^ Idem ibid, p siiT. ^ Idfem ibid, p 744, 

4 - • cording 
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. cording to Pliny by the following nations; to wit, the 
Oxii or Ujfii, Parihufi\ Mardi^ Saita^ Hyi^ Cojfai, 

Parataceniy and "Mejfabaia, The Elymaam were, avS Strabo 
informs us a powerful ‘people, inured to the toils of war, 
ikilful bowmen, and never fubdued cither by the Syro^ 
Macedonian or Parthian kings, but governed by their owii 
princes. If what Strabo writes be true, we may date the 
rife of this kingdom from the downfal of the Perftan monar* 
cby j for it is agreed on by all the antients, that the Elynueam 
were fubjeft to the kings of Perfia ; and, if they never fub- 
jnitted to the Syrianyokcj they muft have been firll govern- 
ed by their own princes, cither in Jlexander^s life-time, or 
foon after his death. Their kings are often mentioned by the 
antients 5 but not one of them, which is fomewbat furprifing, 
named by any writer. All we know of them is, that they 
affifted Anfiochm the Great in his wars with Rome ; but after- 
wards cut off both him, and his army ; in defence of their 
temple. The like fate would have attended Antiochus Epi* 
phanc^^ when he attempted to plunder the temple of Dianay 
had he not, by a tim<ly flight, retired into Media They 
afterwards, under the conduit of th^r king, engaged in a 
war againll the Babylonians and Sujiansy in which they were . 
alEfted by the Coffaansy who, it feems, were not fubjeit to 
the kings of ElymaiSy with thirteen thoufand archers s( A). 

** Pun. l.vi. 0,27. * Idem ibid. ^ Poiyb. in excerpt. 

Val, p. 144, Appian. in S>ruc. i. Maccab. vi. vcr. 

2, 6tc. s Strabo, ibid. 

(A) JuJiin writes ( 1 ), that Mi- tells us in exprefs word-*, that the 
thrtdaies king of Pnrthiay having Elymaans^ in Pompffb rime, were 
overcome the king of the governed by their own kings* (2). 

made himfelf mafter of But as neither their anions nor 
all his, dominions. But wlut names have been tranfmitted to 
"jujlin fays, is contradidcd by us we (hall dwell no longer on 
StraLoy a’ ialfo by Plutarch y who this barren fubje£l. 

(x) n. /. xIj. (?) PIul, in Pmp, 

C H A R A C E N P:. 

Cliara- ^HARACEyNE was the mofl foiithcrn part of Sujiana^ 
cene. a pro\ nice ot Ptrjiay lying on the Perftan gulf, between 

the Tigris ind the hulaus. It was |b named from the city of 
7he ay oj Qhoraxy called firll Alexandriay from its founder Alexander 
Choiax. Great ; afterwards Antiochian from Antiochus V. king of 
S)riay who rtpaired and beautified it ; and laftly, Chorax 
Spafi.ta or Pajlnaty that is, the mole of Spafmes, an Arabian 

king 
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king of that name having fecured it againft the overflowing 
of the which often laid it under water, hy an high bank 
• or mole, extending three miles, which ferved as a fence to 
all that country a. DimyfMs Periegctes^ znd.lfidorusy author 
of the ParMca Manfmes^ were both natiycs c " this city. 

'I’he finall diftrlft of Characene was feized hy Pafmcs the fon . 
of Sogdortacus king of the neighbouring Jlrabs^ during the Sogdona- 
troubles of Syria \ and ere6ied into a kingdom Lucian cus, feun- 
calls him HyfpafmeSy and adds, that he ruled ofer the Cha-divof this 
raceni^ and the neighbouring people; and died in the 
IRftb year of his age The other kings of this country 
find mentioned by the antients, are, Teraus^ who died in 
the ninety-fecond year of his age, and after him jJrtabazus 
the feventh, as Lucian informs us, who was driven from the 
throne by his own fubjefls ; but reftored by the Parthians 
^nd this is all we find in the antients relating to the kings of 
Characene, 

* Plin. 1 . vi. c. 27. Idem ibid- Lucian, inmacrob. 

^ Idem ibid. 

COMMAGENE. 

' • » , 

HIS country, which was part of Syria^ we have de- 

feribed elfewhere -‘j and therefore fliall proceed to the Comma- 
hiftory of its kings. Commagene was fubjedl to the Syrians gene, or 
In the tim* of //ntiochus the Great y and left to him by the Comage- 
trea,ty of peace, which he concluded with Romey after thene. 
famous battle of Magnefta ; whence it is probable, that it 
was feized by fome of the princes of the SeUucian family, 
during their inteftine wars ; for we find no mentipn made of 
the kings of Commagene till Pampey*s time, and the names of 
thofe, who afterwards reigned there, are intircly JyrwTj. The Kw^s, 
firft we find mentioned in hiftory, is Jntiochusy who, together Antio- 
with king cA Media y oppofed Pompey as he entered chus. 

SyriUy after the defeat of } but, being overcome in 

battle, he fubmitted to the conqueror, and was, for hft 
fubmiffion, not only confirmed by Pompey in his kingdom, 
but rewarded with part of Mejopotatnia In the civil war* 
between Cafar and Pof^eyy he fent large fupplies to' the latter. 

He afterwards joined Pacorus king of ParOdoy whom La* 
bienus had invited into Syriay and was, on that occafion, be- 
fiegcd by Ventidius in the city of Samofatay and obliged to 
jbilrchafe a peace of Marc Antony with three hundred talents, * 
tn the rcigh of Augujiusy a difpute arifing between him and 

* Sec vqI, ii, p. 3556. ^ Joj?ePH. antiq. 1 , ii, Oros. 1. vi. 

his 
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his brother Miihridaies^ he caufed the embaflador, whom 
his brotlicr had fent to plead his caufe at Rome^ to be tEcache- 
roufly afi’affiiutcd. Whereupon he was fummoned to appear 
before the fenate, and, being by that bo^ found guilty of the 
murder laid to his charge, he was, by the emperor's order, 

• put to death 

IWiilvii- He was fucc ceded by Miihridates^ on whom Augujlus be- 
dates. llowed the kingdom of Conimagene^ though no-way related 
to the deceaTed king, as a reward ior his fervices during the 
\\ ar with * Antony and Ckofatra, Alitbrldatcs^ the king's 
bi other, was excluded from the thr'>ne. for having fided with 
Antony ‘h Upon the death of Miihridates ^ Augujlm fufFcred 
Antio- AnUnchiis^H^ the f n of Arth^hus I., to rake podeflion of his 
ch 'sil. fvither’s kingdom. He died m the reign ( f Tibertus : and 
upon his death great difturbances arifing between the nobles 
and the people, tlie latter demanding a king, and the for- 
mer defiring to be go-, erned by a magifiratc fent them from 
Rornc^ Tiberius complied with the requeft of the nobles, and 
appointed Servecus to govern Comnagene in quality of 
praetor ijur Culiguia rcflorcd the kingdom of Comma gene 
to Antiochus^ the fjii of Antbehus H, adding to it the muri- 
ciiab JJl. .tim paris, ol Ciluici, He defeated the Cilicians^ who refufed 
to acknowlege him for their king, and took Trefohor their 
ringleader prifoncr. Ho affifted Veffaftan againlf Vitellius^ and 
ferved under Tiiu:, at the fiegc of 'Jerufakni ; but, being 
ai rerwards hifpedled of holding a private correfpoi»;^cncc vidth 
tlic Pijribians^ h« was taken prifoner by Cefttihfus^ and fent 
in ciiains to the emperor VefpnficDi^ who banifhed him to 
Lact'dismon^ but. afterwards fuffcied him to lead a private life 
Asitio- ViX. Rome. Aniioehus \ch iwjofon^ to wit, Jlntischus -eiwd Cal- 
chuslV. linicui \ and one daughter, named Antiochus^ fur- 

named Epiphanes^ ferved under Otho againft EiteUius^ and 
under Trfpafian in his war with the jews^ and diftinguiflied 
himfelf at the fiegc of JerufaUm. CaUiniem is mentioned by 
fefephus who td!s us, that his filler fotape "was married to 
AUxasih ■' king of Lejis in Cilicia. But Vcjpafian^ having re- 
duced Commagene to the form of a Roman province, would 

• not allow any of the fons of Antiochus to fucceed him. This 
country was afterwards made part of the province called Au- 
gitjhphi atenjis^ pr, as Ammianus has it, Euphratenfis^ and was 

. ccmmonl) known by the" name of Euphratefta. 

^ Dto, lib. Hi. p. 495. ** Idem, lib. liv. * Tacit. 

annal. I. ii. Joseph, antiq. 1 . xviii, c. * Joseph, de bell. 
Jud. ]. ^ii. c, 27. 
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CHALCIDENE. 

C HALCIDENE^ one of the moft fruitful provinces Chald- 
cf Syria ^ we have already dcfcnbed It wasleized hygiene. 
Ptolemy the fon oi Mennaus^ during the troubles of 
and by him made a feparate kingdori. Ptolemy Kxtn^cM is Ptolemy, 
ftiled, by Jofephus and Hegejippus c, only prince of Chalets j 
but his fon Lyfanias is honoured, both by JoJepbus ^ and 
Dio with the title of king. Upon the death oi Antiochus Dio- 
nyfms V\i\% of Syria ^Piohmy attempted to make himfelf maftcr 
of DumajluSy and all Ccelefyria ; but the inhabitants, hav jig 
an utter avcrfion from him, on account of, his cruelty and 
wickedncf*, chofe rather to fubmit to Aretas king of Arahia^ 
by whom Antiochus and his whole army had been cut off ^ 

He oppofed Pofnpey^ on his entering Syria but was by him 
defeated, taken prifoner, and fentenced to death ; which, 
however, he cfcaped, by paying to a thoufand talents b, 

who left him alfo in the poffeflion of liis kingdom. After 
Artjiobulus king ofjudeea had been poifoned by the friends of 
Po 7 npey^ and Aleximder liis fon beheaded at Antioch^ as we fliall 
relate in the hiftorv of the ycius^ he fent Philippion his, fon to 
Ajcaloriy whitlicr the widow of Arijiolmlus had retired v/it!i 
her other children, to bring them all to Chalets^ propofing, as 
he w’as in love with one of the daughters, named Alexandria^ 
to main til. 1 them in his <mm kingdom, in a manner fuitable 
to their rank ; but Philippion likewife falling in love v/ith 
Alexandria^ married her on the way, for which Ptolemy put 
him to death on his return, and then married her himfclf 
By rcafon of this affinity, he fupported, to the utmoft of his 
power, Antigonus^ the younger fon of Arijhhulus\ who, 
being thus allifted by him, took the field at the head of a 
confiderablc army j but, on his lirff entering Judeca^ was 
intirely defeated by Herod', Ptolemy foon after died, and 
was fuccecdcd by his fon Lyfaniasy who, efpoufing the caufe j „ 
of the Afmonaan family with no Icfs warmth than his father 
had done, promifed to Bur^aphanies^ who command the 
Parthian troops in Syr/tf , and to Paccrus the king’s fon, a 
thoufand talents, and five hundred, women, provided they 
put Aitigontis in poffeffion of ihe kingdom of Judaa^ and de- 

' » See vol. ii. p. 258. ^ Joseph, antiq. I. xiv. c. 13, 

^ Hegesip. 1 . i. c. 24. ^ Joseph, dc bell, Jud: 1 . i, c. 17 

® Dio, 1. xlix. ^ Joseph, antiq. l.xiii. c. 23. &de bell. Judaic. 

1 . i. c. 4. B Joseph, antiq. 1 , xiv. c. 5. ^ Idem, I. xiv. 

c. 13. ! Idem, 1 , xiv. e. 21. 
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• pofcd Hyrcamis He was not loan: after put to death by 
Mark Antony^ at the iiiftigation of Cleopatra^ who, in order 
to have his dominions granted to her, accufed him falfly of 
having entered into an idliance with the Parthiam ^ (A). 

And thus far of the conquefts of Alexander the Great ^ and 
the feveral kingdoms which fprung up on the downfal of the 
. Macedonian eJTipire, from their rife, to their being fubdued by 
the Romans. 

^ Joseph, de bell. jud. l.i. c. 1 1. * Idem, antiq. 1 . xv. c. 4. 

Dio, 1 . xlix. p. 411. 

(A) Dio CaJJius calls him parts of Iturira 5 as we fliall fee 
king of Chalets and Itur^u ; but in the liillory of Arabia which 
Strabo informs us (r ), that he the finall kingdom of bc- 
poffelTcd only the mountainous longed. 

(i) /. xvu 
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fthe Hijlory of the jtmy from their Return fromtheB^xhy- 
lonifh Captivity^ to the Dejirutlion efjcrulklcm^ by 
Titus Velpafian. 


7kedi*vi- HIS chapter, long and cxtcnfive it is, iu^.oiitaining 

fion and an epocha of five hundred a/id t!iirty-fix years, from 

chrotioiogy their return into fndaa to the hirtli rf Chiift, and 

op this feventy- three more fioni that time to tiic dettruction of firu-^ 
chapter. and total dlfpcrfion of the Jtzu>/b nation, may be con- 

veniently enough divided into ilvrn IcvH'Oii;; or according 
to the following chronological order. 


Se< 9 :. 1 . From their return to JcnJalm^ to 
their being governed by thcirliiglipncMc, > 

wheit the canonical boots end 3 

II. From thence to the deatli of Matta- 1 
/i/V/^,the father oftheili&or^iif^r, and ills > 
being fucceeded by his valiant fon Judas 3 
ni. The reigns of the Maccabees^ from? 

Judas to their being Jubdued by Pompey 5 
I V. To die reign of lierod^ and his taking I 
of Jerufalem j a Jl)ort^ but copious epoch } 


Years of 
the flood. 


1812 

1932 


2182 


2283 

23” 


Total of 
years. 

127 


243 


JOt 


2g 


V. To 
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of the Jews. 


V. To the birth of Chrift, concluding^ 
with an account of the principal I 

♦ feflis at that time : And, > 

VI. To the death of Chrift, in the thirty- 1 

third year of his age J 

VIL To the total deftrufiion of Jeru^ 1 
faknii and difpcrfion of the^Vw/^ nation j 


Years after Chrift, 


B JT, before we pafs to the firft feflion, it will be convenient-/^ 
to premife fomc few things concerning the ftatc of the Jews maryt/ the 
during this new epoch j for from this time they arc no iwoxe^fi^^te cf the 
to be looked upon, as that free, rich, and glorious people, whicli Jf^s ^u- 
they had been, cither under their fornier theocracy, as Jo- 
rightly terms it a,’ or under their opulent and warlike 
monarchy, and the diredtion of their pi ophets.* Their con- 
dition, government, manners, their very name, and every 
thing but their religion, is now intirely changed. And indeed, 
it could hardly 4)e expected otheiwife, wlicn wc confider, that 
hofe that had been cariicd away into Babylon^ were fold for 
fla\cs, and difpcifed Cir and wide through that vaft empire^ 
according to the cuflom of thole coiujiieror^ ; and though 
f'/nc of them wc find to havi attained to very confiderable 
polls ’% )i^cu)wn CM ceding rich in the land of their captivity, 
vet theic .u ^ » few in compaiifon of thofe who groaned 
nndci the hca\ ) hand ul their oppiefloi'* Neither were they 
the former, but the 1 utt r, that is, tlic poorer fort, that came 
back miQjiul.tu\ and even of thefe, the whole number of 
all that came, eithci with ZerubLabclj ExrOy or Nthemiahy 
fcarcely amounted to f-venty thoufand j among whom a mul- 
titude of llrangers was likewifc intermixed, either by mar- 
riages, or other wife, moft of them fo indigent,, that they were 
forced to be fuppoited in their journey by the charitable con- 
tributions of thofe that flayed behind. 

They were indeed to be governed by their own law^ ; but 
as they flill continued in fuojedlion to other nations, to the 
Perjians^ Syj ians^ and RommiSy that privilege, as well as the 
cxercife of their religion, very much depended on th^ arbi- 
trary will of their conquerors, and was ofi«*n curtailed, and 
fomti lines wholly taken away. Even whilft they were under 
the Pet fwnsy the l\ves and eftate> of the w'holc nation were on 
the brink of being facnficcd to the ambition of a favourite 

* Coat. Apion. I. ib c. 6. ^ Vid. NrnpM.i. E-th i, 

Tobii paC « ViJ, iiu. al. Psacm cx;o'\ii 


}h>Aanj 
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HatnaUj had not intererf^iiraculoufly’^)revented the^. 

execution of that bloody cdi£l: ^ ; and fo weak did they 
tinue under them, tliat they were a long time expofed to the 
injuries of even the neighbouring Sa^nariians, They feem 
however to have recovered thcmfclvcs by degrees, and to have 
lived in more peace and plenty during the two following cen- 
^ turics ; and that is perhaps the reafon of that vuft chafm of 

nc.r two hundred and fifty years in their hiftory, between the 
death of Nehcmiah^ and the times of the Maaabees^ when 
thofe il.uftrious heroes not only fhook off the forci »^n yoke, but 
raifeJ the glory of their nation by their vidtorit^* and cofiqueffs, 
and hy obliging other nations to embrace the "Jmuift) religion, 
Jiut tJiis epochii was but Ihort-lived, and eighty years werCi 
hardly expired, before the ungovernable ambition of foinc of 
their unworthy, lucccflbrs introduced a general apoftafy, and 
brought them under fucli fubjtdboi^ to the Romans^ as they 
could never more fl\akc off. Herod indeed, whom thcl’e 
railed to the royal dignity, greatly increafed the glory and 
opulence of the nation ; but as he was an Idumean^ 

who g uneJ the crown by the deftrndiion oftlic jdj'monaan 
race, as iu: war. a vaffil to the Romans^ and»a tyrant of the 
Jews^ they couhl neither be faid to he free or Iiappy during 
his hateful reign, much Icfs under thofe of his fucceffors, when 
the govcniment (A^jud^ra was fpht into fo many toparcliies \ 
ft) that the nation went from thenceforward from h.;d to worfc, 
till rheir total de{}rudTion. Vve obferv^cd, tliat ^hey were 
changed in their very name j that of Ifraelitcs was tjuite loft, 
as w’^ell as thofc of all tlic other tribes, which were abforbed 
into that of y/vr/tfZ), So that, lioin their return, they were^ 
chiefly known by the name of Jews^ in oppofition to the Sa- 
Tnariums^ who were a mongrel mixture, partly of the ten 
tribes, partly of revolted , and of other nations j as we 
have already Ihewn in a former voluinc and as will be 
farther fce/i in tJie fequel of this chapter. Religion was the 
only thii:g that received the Icaft change fince their rc-efta-* 
blimmcnt ; and, if we except fome apoftafies occafioned by 
perfcc\itions, or the anibition of fomc of their high-priefts, we 
/ball find them In the fequel more averfc to idolatry, and to all 
heathcnifli firperftitions, than e\er their forefathers had been, 
prone* to them before the captivity j fuch ftrift obfervers of 
the fabbath, as to fufftr themfelvcs to be murdered by whole 
armies, ratlier than violate it by ftanding on their defence ; , 
in a word, fo zealous for their religion, ;|nd fuch ftrifl: ob- 
fervers of their onths, Whether of allegiance or confederacy, 
as to furtVr the inoft bloody pcrfecutions, and horrid butcheries, 

^ Esther HL & feq. ® See voL iv. p. i6i, k 

with 
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with the utmoft courage ftid cotiftancy, rather than to violate 

: ^heir laws or fidelity. This was indeed a virtue, which, as 
Jofephus rightly obferves was peculiar to the Jt-ws and 
which no otlier nation or religion, could ever lay any claim to, 
till the fuflFerings, number, aftd conttancy of the Chrifti-.in 
martyrs did in a great meafure eclipfc tlic glory of the 
ones. We Have indeed feen but few inftanccs of it in the 
former part of their hiftory, but lhall find them fo much the 
more frequent and extraordinary in the fequel of this. 

f Cont. Apion. ubi fapra. 

SECT. I. 

•The Hiftory of the Jews, from their Return out of^\- 
bylon, to their being governed by their High-priefts^ 
where the canonical Books end. 

A S foon as the feventy years captivity, pronounced by Jere- 
miah againft this rebellious people », were fully accom- 
plilhed (A), God w.is pleafed to raife up the great Cyrus toCyrusV 
the throne j who, upon the firft year of his reign, iflued out Jecne. 

that Year of 
the flood 

» Ierem. XXV. 1 1, xxix. 10. Seebefbre, vol. iv. p. i8z, &feq. 

^ , Bef. Chr. 

(A) Thefe feventy years are years, and the latter begins and 
differently computed ; fome be- ends juft eighteen years after the 
gin them from the fourth of Je- former. 

hoiakim, when the firft For as the captivity, which be- 

■ captives were carried away by iVr- gan in the fourth of Jehojahm. 

tuchadncKstar{i), and end them could not be faid to be com- 
at the firft iffuing of Cyrus's de- pletcd till the total deftrudlion 
cree. Odiers, from the word-s of of the city, and monarchy; 
Zechariah ( 2), place the beginning fo neither could their deliverance, 
of it at the deftruftion of Jeru- begun at the firft decree of Cyrus, 
falem, and its conclufion at the be faid to be completed till the 
publication of Darius's decree fourth year of Darius, which 
for the building of the temple, confirmed and put it in full vi- 
and reftoring liberty to the%‘i«f; gour and execution. 

Both computations may be We may ftijl reckon a third 
juffly maintained, .and may have lAethod or ftage of computing . 
even been defigned by Jeremiah, thefe feventy years, which an- 
. ftnee between either of the two fwers in the fame exaftnefs with 
'Opochas there arc juft feventy the two former ; namely, from 

(I) a Kiegs xxiv. 10, Q fcj. (») Cb. vii. i,& fit . 

N 
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that decree in favour of them, of which an account has been 
given in a former volume this c(Ii£i;, they were not 

only permitted to return to their own land, which^ thit 
prince had doubtlcfi beheld, in feme late ^ expedition, 
lying defolatc and barren, thourfi naturally fertile (B) j but 
alfo to rebuild their temple at jerufalem^ renew the divine 
worfhip, and tranfport thither all the facred utenfils which 
Nebuchadnezzar had brought away from thence. Thefe laft 
he ordered to be delivered by Mithridath^ his higli treafurer, to 
Shefl)hazzary whom we t^c to be the fame with Zerub* 

0 VoL V. p. i89,&not. 

the twenty-third year of Ne- feventh year (5) ; but this had 
buchadnexzar^ when Nehuxara- been negledled for a confideraUe 
dan carried all the remainder time ; for which God caufed' it 
of the conquered Jewjs ; at which to lie defolate and uncultivated, 
time the captivity was completed till it had recovered the full 
to all intents ; and the full refto- refpit, of wl.ich that rebellious 
ration of their temple-worfhip, nation had deprived it (6). 
at the folemn dedication of the If therefore we reckon the 
new temple, and their celebrat- whole feventy fabhatic years to 
ing the firft paflbver immediately be here implied, it will follow^ 
after it, in the feventh year of that the omiffion of this law be* 
Darsus's reign ; when, and not gan even before the time of Da- 
till then, was fully completed the or even of Samuel ; but it is 
end of their thraldom, and the fcarce credible, that it ihould 
JenA>iJh religion rcllored t© its have been fufFcred cinder the go* 
antient fplendor and regularity, vernment of two fuch pious per- 
All thefe the reader may fee fully fons; whereas, if date the 
demonftrated by the learned ?ri- defolation of the land from the 
(3) in the place laft quoted, murder of Gedaliahy at which 
However the words of the time thofe few Jcnxjs that were 
prophecy before us, we own, feem left there, fled into Egypt ^ tO' 
to £x the epocha according to this firft year of Cyrus^^ the num- 
the lirft of thefe ftages ; tJiough ber of fabbatic years will be juft 
thofe do more plainly fifty-two, and will carry us back 

' belong to the laft, as will be three hundred and fixty-fout 
fhewn in due time. years, that is, to about the begin*- 

(B) We have fhewn in a for- ning of Afa^^ reign, from which 
mer volume (4), that the Je^s time the people began to be very 
were obliged by the Mo/aic law remifs in this and many other 
to let their lands jie fallow evety particulars of the Mo/aic law (7), 

(^) FidPriJeaux, conneff. vs/, l.part 3. (4) See before, W, iii. p, 36, 

/*■?* (s) J>7/iV, XXV* J, /«^. f6) Conf. Lenjit. xxvi. 34, ^ fep 

% Chrea, cap, uU, verf, 2 1. (7) Fid Prid. nh Jupra, ‘IremelL Munfim & 

0u in /sc, fip, citat. 

babelf 
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habel (C), who, being the grandfon of Jehoiaktm^ or feconiah^ 

.king of Judah^ was then the firft prince of the royal blood, 
and was therefore appointed head governor of Judisa^ under 
the title of Tirjhata^. He likewife gave diredkions concerning 
the dimenfions of the temple; which was to be Jtxty cubits in 
height and breadth^ built upon a Jirong foundation^ with three 
rows of great Jiones^ and a row of timber j the expence of the 
whole to be furnUhed out of the king's houfe To all thefe 
the king added a fullpermiffion to 2S[yews that were difpofed, 
to return into Judaa^ and to thofe who preferred flaying be- 
hind, perfedl liberty to contribute, as liberally as they pleafed, 
gold, filver, or any other precious fluffs, towards the building 
and adorning that facred edifice, and the renewing and carrying 
on the wormip of God there *. 

Immediately upon the publiflung of this edift, the chiefs 
of the tribes of fudah and Benjamin^ together with the priefts 
and LeviteSj allcmbled themlelves i and as many as retained 
ftill a love for their country, and a zeal for the God of Ifrael^ 
difpofed themfelves to return to that once happy land. As for 
the reft, who were the far greater number, wlio preferred 
the land of Babylon to it, they contented thcmfelres with 
furnifliing their returning brethren with gold, filvcr, cattle, 
and other convenicncies, cither tor their journey, or for the 
builuing of the temple and city. At the head of thefe were ^heheadi 
Zerubbabel mentioned above, and Jelhua the hi^h-rrieft CD). 

^ turntUu 

' Conf. Ezram i. 8, 1 1. ii. 2. iii. 8, 10. v. 16, ^ See Ezra vi. 

3, 4. * Ibid. i. 3, 4. 


(C) It is likely, that the firft 
was his Babyloniflj name (8), it 
* being cuftomary for thofe con- 
querors to change the names of 
their captives, as wc find they 
^ did thoie of fome of the later 
kings of Judah (9), as well as 
thofe of Daniely and his three 
companions (1). As to the title 
of ^irfiatha^ Or Hatirjhatha^ 
though fome derive it from the 
- Chaldee^ dijpenfator 

fotus^ or cupf-bearer, fuch as Ne- 
hemiah feems have been to Ar- 

(8) Errant iii. 8, lo. feT 16. 
f I ) Dan. i. 7, alib. (a) Eftra 
kf Af • ^ % thran. vi. 14, X5. 


taxer^es ; yet it is moft likely, 
that the word implied fome higher 
dignity, fuch as governor, lord 
lieutenant, a deputy, and the 
like; for fuch was here our 
Shexhazzar or Zerubbabel. 

The veflTels that were delivered 
to liim by the king’s order, the 
reader may fee in Ezra (a) ; the 
reft were afterwards brought to 
Jerufalem by Nehemiah. 

• (D) This dffice belonged to 
him by a lineal defeent, he being 
the fon of Jozadak (3], whofe 

(9) Vii. iXiffjlfxsUv. 17, ^ alih.pajf> 
I. 9, Af , (2) Cerf, Euram iiii z. 


N % 


father 



3 So ^he Hijiory of the Jews. B. IL 

The next in rank were Nehcmlah and Mor decat (E), Sera tab ^ 
Reehiuhy Biljham^ Aiifpar^ Bigvcii^ Rehum^ and Baanab^ 
who were all heads of families, and afliftants to Zerubbabet^ 
in the rc-elfahli/hnicnt of the ^fnvijh affairs, both in church 
and ftate ^ The reft rinK)untcd* to about forty-two thoufajuf 
three hundn.d and fixty, including thofe that came afterwards 
with Nehemiab ; befides their fervants and flaves of both fexes^ 
I’he total which were in all feven thoufand three hundred and thifty- 
of them, feveng. Neither were they all of the tribes of 

and Bcyijamin^ though from that time they were all blended 
together under tlic name of fehudim^ or Jews ; for many of 
thofe of the other ten tribes, which had been formerly carried 
away by Tiglath^pUczery Shahnanezer^ and Efarhaddon^ and 
had ftill prefeiTcdthe trueworlhip of God, took the advantage 
of the kijig’s cdi£l, to reton Into tl>e laiKt of their forefathers. 
To thefc we may add a gipUt number, who had formerly gone 
from m idolatrous ten tribes, to put thcmfelvcs under the 
protection of the kings of Judah ^ : and this may be theVea- 
fon, why the whole number of thofe mentioned in E%rd*t lift 
amour.ts hut to twenty-nine thoufand eight hundred and eigh- 
tirn, and to t!iirty-one thonfind and thirty-one in that of 
Nt'hrtfiiah ; whereas both thefe hiftorians make the funi total 
to he forty-two thoufand three hundred and fixty ; fo that the 
overplus feems to he added from thofe of the other ten tribes, ^ 
whicli returnc^d witli thofe of Judah and Benjamin (F), We 


^ jV/.rjv li. 2. Xt’HiiM. vli. 7* s lidem ibid. 
2 CiiRON'. xi. 1 6. x\-. 9, 6L alib. 


‘Vide 


filhcr Scraial\ -hudi-pricft at the 
taking of Jeru^s:?:^ had been 
put to death at Riblah (4). As 
for Jo^fub'k, he was carried 
captive into •Bah'Icis, and had 
dbeen dead fonie time before the 
pubiifhingof this decree, fo that 
JiJbua was then*' the he^d^of the 
pontifical family. > » 

(F.) Some tliink thefe two to 
he the fame with thdfe fo often 
mentioned in the book.s of EJlEei 
aij|d Neheyniah ; and that, finding 
the work of the temple obfflruflcd" 
by their enethies, they returned 


again (5) • but It Is , 

gencrali^clicvqj|,that they were ^ 
quite different perfons of thefamj * 
name (6). ^ 

As for the other feven, the 
JenviJb writers affirm them to 
have been the chiefs of ih^jenvijk 
fynagogue, or grand council of 
the which they fay fat 

at Jerufalem after their return 
from Babylon, We lhall have 
occafion to fpeak more largely • 
of this fynagogue in the fequel 
of tills chapter (7). 

^F) Accordingly Wc find the 


-(4) 1 King’* XXV, jS. tf// 21. (5) MtntTir, Com, » tap, a L in Fzram iu a. 
(6) rtii, P* id, chin at, fupra citato (7) f^id^ m /«■. Km^b, tn 

radt (S’ Mur,p, 0 in hu 

I ' * , decree 
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^find likewife fticntion made of two hundred men and women 
^:;fingers, whcvin they brtMight with them ; four hundred and 
thirty-five camels, feven hundred and thirty-fix horfes, two 
hundred and forty-five mules, and fix thoufand /even hundred 
alles 

One may fee by tliis lift, how fmall ifhe niimbt'r was" of 
thpfe who returned, in comparifon of tliofe who ftayed bc- 
hifid : and accordingly the yeivs themil lvcs tell us 1^, that only 
the bran came out of Bahyhn^ but that the flour fi:iid behind : 
even of the priefts, who, as \ye obferved in the former part Pritjls 
of their hiftory were divided into tw’^enty-four dalles, 
only four returned, namely thofe of yedaiah^ Immtn\ turned, 
Pafehur^ and Harhn, Thefe, however, foon after their arrival, 
lubdivided themfelyes each into fix, that they might again 
ma^'e up the old number, and called themfc Ives by their names 
accordingly (G). Some of tl‘ie{^||^ere were, who, not being 
aide to make out their lineal defeerit from the prielthciHjji^l, were 
deprived of the office and piivileges of it, until fohie liigh- 
pneft Ihould arife, who' could decide their title by the iiriin and 
thummiin ‘h The fasic difpute happened alfb concerning 
fomcotliers, who being come from TV/- Tel-Harfa (H), ' 

and 

,** » 

' 15 rra ii. 65, $c foc[. 'ralmud Baby), in Kedulhini. 

^ See before, vol. iii. p, S5. ^ Seclar holam nibb. c. 29. 

'lalmud Hierof, in Taaiiith. Vid. Prid. ubi fupra. ” E:£ra ii. 

62,63. ' ‘ 

decree of Cynesy and afterwards were offered at yefufaUnty he 
that of Artaxerxesy extended not mentions cvprefly t>ivehe he- 
to thofe two tribes QldH^but to goats, according to the iwhe - 
all tite people of' ti^Boo of trihu 

Ifraei, and to m thofr that wor- ( G) Hence It is, that 7 .ccLa- 
foiped God at JenfaLm, whicJi riahy the father Q^yohn the Bap- 
could not but include all the other t’Ji, is faid ( i ) to have been of 
ten (8). ^ the courfc of 4 ^tahy and Mat- 

In confcquence of which thias the Maccabee, to have bccI^ 

concludes the chapter in whicji of that of Joarih [2]y' thoMt is 
the above-mentioned lilt is, with plain neither of them, nor any 
thefe remarkable words ; So the ether but the four abdve-men- 
prieftsy Unites, peopky fingers, por- tioned, retujrncd into Judara. 

/rrj, fl7/</nethinims,ywi^///v .(H) Perhaps the fame ;Avith 
cities, and all Ifraei in their ci- ^’telajfar, a province of Afi 
ties. And when he fpeaks of (yria-, if not, wc own we are in 
the expiatory facrificcs, whjjjph the dark about the lituation of 

(8) Basra t. 3. vii. 13. (9) Ibid* vi. 16, 17* (x) ConJ* Luc* 1. >* 

I Aiacead, lu t* {^z) Vid* V t .d* ubi fupra. 
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and other places, could not prove themfelvcs to belong to any . 
tribe ®. Thefe were about i\k hundred and fifty in number, 
befidcs upwards of three hundred and ninety nethinims, the 
pofterity of thofe Gibeottites^ whom Solomon did afterwards 
dedicate to the fervicc of the temple p ; fo fmall was the 
number of thofe of unqueftionablc defeent, who returned 
cither with Zcrubbabel or Nehemiah^ And hence it is, that, 
ever fincc this time, the number of Jews that dwelt in Pata- 
Jllne^ was always vaftly inferior ta'thofe that were difperfed in 
Chaldaa^ Perfta^ &c* The priefts, levites, fingers, nethinims, 
and other officers of the temple, fettled thcmfclves as well as 
they could in or near JerufaUm^ that they might readily wait 
on the fervice of God, by rearing up his altar, and preparing 
all other things againft the next grand folemnity : as for the 
reft, the greater part of them difperfed thcmfclves in the nei|h- 
bouring cities and country, where fome of them had formerly 
dwdt, and where they probably found alfo foinc of their bre- 
thren, whom Nebuchadnezzar had left there. 
fhefeaft. gy this time the month which, as we have clfcwhere 

•f fhewn was the firft of the civil, and feventh of the eccle- 

fiaftical year, was at hand. The firft day of it was the feaft of 
the trumpets, bccaufe the new year was to be proclaimed by 
the found of that inftrument ^ It ufhered in morcovi^ .two 
other great folemnities, namely the expiation-day, or grand 
faft, which was to be kept on the tenth * ; and the feaft of 
tabernacles, which began on the §fteenth, and end^d on the 
twenty- fecond of the month * inclufivc. The greateft part of 
JSr/ 4 z/iV/>that of expiation, fuch as the high-prieft entering on that day 
into the moft holy place, c, they were forced to fet afidc, for 
want of a temple : however, they failed not to come from all 
parts to the folemnity, and to faft, pray, Life, and to offer the 
proper facrifices on the altar, which they had by that time 
repaired ; fo that from this day they ceafed not to offer the 
morning and evening, and all other facrifices preferibed by 
Feaft of ta- law of Mofes, The feaft of tabernacles coming five days; 

■ expiation, they creifted booths at Jerufalem^ and 

eelebrated, edebrnted that feftival with the pfual folemnities, and fo fet 
about to reftore in good ^arneft the worlhip of God in that 
metropolis. 

® Ezra ii. 59 , (e fcq. F 5>ee before, vol. iii. p. 96 , ^ Ibid, 

p. 30, 8 c feq. * Ibid, » Ibid. p. 44, 8 c feq. ' Ibid, 
p. 26 , 8 c feq* 

thofe pheest The reader may thqfe countries, in a former 
what we have (aid of volume ^3). 

(3) Siftich w. f, 314, fef fubn' 4 * (F). 
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In this folemn afTcmbly, it was refolved to fct about the 
.rebuiI3ing of the temple, towards which every one chearfully 
contributed according, to their power. The whole amounted to 
fixty-onc thoufand drachms of gold, and five thoufand minas 
of hlver (I), befidcs an hundred veftments for tl ' priefts to 
officiate in. T'his was indeed a fmall fum toward fiich a vaft 
and %xpenfive undertaking ; and therefore we do fuppofc it 
to have been a free-will addition of their own to a much 
greater one, which had been contributed by their brethren, 
who chofc to,^ftay in the places of their difperfion. This 
money ty^s put into the hands of proper officers, who were to 
overfee the work \ and who immediately hired workmen, fent to 
T'yrc and Sidon for cedars from Lihanus^ purfuant to Cyrus*^ 
decree, and employed the firft.year in preparing the materials 
foUrthc building 

In the fecoiid month of the following year, which was the Year of 
third of Cyruses feign, and the fecond from their return, they the flood 
began to lay the foundation of the temple with great, folemnky, 1814 . 
in the prefcnce of Zeruhbabd the governor, oifejhua the hign- Bef. Chr, 
prieft, and of the whole congregation. It wae accompanied 534* 
with the found of their trumpets, and other mufical inftru- 
, iiients, the priefts and muficians finging fome pfalms proper to 
the occafioji, and all the people fliouting for joy at the laying 
of the iirft ftonc. But whilft the younger fort were ihm7befoun* 
expreffing their joyful zeal upon this occafion, many of the dation of 
priefts, jevites, and heads of families, who had liwn that the temfk 
famous buildipg in its fplendor fifty-three years before, could 
not forbear uttering the loudeft cries of grief at the fight of 
that which they were now going to build \ infomuch that the 
acclamations of the one, and the ilghs and groans of the other, 
were fo intermixed, that it was not eafy to diltiiiguilh them 
from each others (K). 

Whilst • 

Ezra iii. 5, & feq. Ezra iii. 12.. 

(I) Every drachm of gold be- of the two ; and the latter muft 
ing computed to be worth about be fuppofed to have amounted to 
ten fliillings of our money, and mudi larger, fince no Icfs than 
every mina of filver, about nine fomc millions could be fufficient 
pounds fterling ; the whole to rebuild the temple, 
amounted to feventy-livc thou-» (K) That there was a real, 
fand five hundred pounds. Whe^ and even confidcrable difpariy 
ther this fum was raifed by thofe between the old and new temple, 
only who returned, or included is very certain, fince God is 
the prefents fetit by thofe who pleafed to comfort them for itj 
flayed behind, is not agreed. The and to promife to raife the glory 
firflliowevcr is the inox;c probable of the latter above that of the 
, N 4 fprmer. 



1.84 tbi Hijlory of the Jews.' : B. II,' 

Whilst the work was carrying on, the Samaritans (L) 
came to Zerubbabel^ and die f.eunjh congregation 5 and cx- ; 

prelTcd 

former, by the prefence of the other of his poflerity ; the other 
Mefliah (4). was now begun by feme few 

This difference, however, can- , exiles juft returned from their 
not be underftood of its large- captivity : the one in the tiineof 
nefsj lince the new was built profound peace, and greateftopu- 
upon the foundation of the old. Icnce ; the other in time of ad- 
Of the two, the decree of Cyrus verfity and oppreflion from their 
feeins to allow this new one three enemies round about : the former 
times the breadth of that of So- was built of the moft curious 
hmini this being but twenty, and coftly ftones, timber, and 
and that fixty cubits brqad (5 ) ; other materials wrought with the 
but our learned Pndt^mtx has moft cxquifite art, and overlaid 
fufticiently proved, that the di- with a prodigious quantity of 
menfions were the fame, only gold j infomucli that the over- 
differently taken, to wit, tlie one layings in the moft holy pfece, 
from in to in, and the other from which was but thirty feet fquare 
out to out. every way, are faid to have 

The Je^vs indeed tell us, that amounted to fix hundred talents 
the liccond temple wanted five of gold (8), that is, to four mil- 
^onfidcrable thing.s which were lions three hundred and twenty 
the chief glory of the frft (6). ihojfand pounds fterling. What 
I hcfc wcre,ilVhcark or mercy- likelihood therefore was- there, 
teat: 2. the divine prcfence, that this, which was moftly built 
c alled by them the Sbehiu/th : 3. of the materials that wjre dug 
the holy fire upon the altar : 4. up out of the ruins of the former, 
liie iiriin and thuinmim : and would ever come up to it Laft- 
lallly, the fpirit of prophecy, ly, there were in tlie old one 
And they are certainly in the many fuinptuous galleries, build- 
right I bat then it dotli not ap- ings gates, and other ornaments, 
pear from the facred hi dorian, which were not in this, nor were 
that tJiefe were the things which added to it till Herod\ time, that 
the elders bewailed, at is, about five hundred years af- 

the foundation of this fccond ter, as fliall be feep in its proper 
temple (7)*. place. 

It feenr> therefore probable, (L) Thefe were not of the 
that their grief arofe from the feed of Jfrael, but the potterity 
unlikelihood, that it would ever of that mixed multitude, whom 
be raifed to the grandeur and ^halmane.:ur king of ^ffyria fent 
magnificence of the old oije, fee- from Cuthah^ Ava^ Hamath^ Se~ 
ing the one had been built by the fbarq^aim, and other provinces, 
wifeft and richeft king, and con- to inhabit thofe parts, out of 
ftantly adorned by fome one or which he had carried the ten 

(4) 3, fsf /^. (s) Conf. 1 Kings vi. ^ ,nppen. adniol. i. eum 

vi, 3. (6) 'Talm* Uierofet, in Taanitb, f. z,^ Bahyl. injowa. r, j, 

y.ti. Prill, par:. Isb. iii. (7} £j&vs iii, 12. (8) ^ Cbron, nu^, 

J/racUtiJh 
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prelTed an carneft defirc to join their airiltancc in it, feeing 
• they had v/orfliiped the fame Goo ever fince the time of 
Efarhaddon king of Affyria^ who had fettled them there. 

But whether the fews fufpecied the fincerity of their offer, 
or out of contempt to a people, who were not oi the feed of 
JfraeU •hut only iinperfeft wor/hipers of God ; J.Jhua, Zr* 
ruhbabeU and the whole corigrcgation, refufed to let them 
b^r any part in the undertaking, alleging, that the decree of 
Cyrus being only direfled to thofc who Were of Ifraelitijh 
defeent, it would be a diffionour to their nation to admit any 
ftrangers to be partners in the work*. Whether this refufaU/%c^- 
was really jullifiable or not, we lhall hot pretend to determine , h 
fince the feripture doth no- where cither praife or difcoinmcnd^^^ Sama- 
it. Sure it is, that it proved the fource of a bitter and 
concilable hatred between thefe two nations, the OJ effects of 
which the fews foqn felt in the immediate obfl ruction of their 
undertaking, and by nuinberlefs ill offices, Avhich the incenfed 
Samaritans did to them, and of which w'c lhall give a. further 
account in the fcquel of this chapter. 

The firft ftep the repulfed Samaritans took to ohftru^V the 
work, fince they knew they could not procure a reverfion of 
the king’s decree, was to bribe underhand fomc of his head- 
minifteis and officers to reprefent the as a rebellious 
nation, and their rebuilding of tiie temple as dangerous, and 
ten dng to lhakc oft tlicir obedience to him. They failed not 
to carry t^cir point, and the work was accordingly ftopped, 

* E/ra IV. I, & feq. 

Ifraelitijh tribes, as we Iiavc feen ing been then totally deftroyed 
in a former volume (9) ; they by Shalm onxer, according to the 
therefore took the name of Sa- prophecy (2), Aey were not in 
maritaiis from Snmaria, the ca- a condition to rebuild it, but 
pital of that kingdom ; hut by went and dwelt nt Shechem, 
the Jinuj they were called O/- near mount Grrizzi/;!, and made 
thim from Cuthahf one of the it their capital (3). 
provinces out of which they However, they feem to have 
came(i). rebuilt and repeopled the old 

Thefe had, foon aficr their city, at Icaft in fome degree, by 
fettlement in and about Samaria^ that time they/^'^n\r were returned 
been taught the worihip of the from Bohylon^ fince both Ezra 
true God ; but they likewife re- (4) and Nehtmiah make mention 
tained, each of them, the wor- of the inhabitants of Samaria : 
fliip of their own, fo that their and in this fituation they were 
religion was a mixture of judaifm when they came to offer their afe 
9>ad heathenifin. Samaria hav- filiance to Z.erubhabeL 

( 9 ) P’ ^ (0 * Kingx xvH. xj, Gf 

h 6. (3) anttf, f. 8, (4) Ciafi. Iv. 17. 
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in a great meafurj, not only during the remaining five years 
of Cyrus's life, but alfo during the reigji of his fuccefibr (M). 
However, while Cyrus lived, the Jews^ ftill kept on gar 

(M) This fuppreifion of the blinded, they muft have been 
work is fuppofed to have given forced to own, that tlfley had 
occafion to Danufs three weeks found him a very true one to 
failing and praying ; which we their coil. But this will beH be 
a-ead of (5) in the third year of feen in the fcquel of their hidory. 
Cyru5\ reign, and which began fn the mean time we cannot 
on the third day of the firft forbear obferving concerning his 
month (6), and at the end of prophecies, whether thofe that 
which he faw the famous vifion relate to the Mefliah, or to thofe 
of the Ferfiariy Macedonian^ and foreign empires above-men- 
JLoman empires, contained in the tioned, that they are the clearell 
three lad chapters of that pro- and moil dreumdantiate of any ; 
phet, and which feem to have infomuch that Jofepbus, in the 
been the lad he ever had. place above quoted, rightly ob- 

Aiid indeed, if we compare ferves, that he did not only forc- 
What he fays in the clofe of them, tel future events, as the red of 
with his great age, it is reafonablc the prophets did, but did alfo 
to believe he did not outlive it determine the time in which they 
long, fmee he was then in the iltould come to pafs. 
feventy- third year of his capti- And this wonderful agreement' 
vity j to which if we add but between the fa^s when accom-> 
fifteen, the age he was of when pliftied, and the prophecies that 
carried into Babylon^ and lefs foretold them, appeared fo exadl 
than that he cannot be fuppofed and irrefragable, rfc i' Porphyry 
to have been, he mud then have could no other way elude the 
bcennear ninety years old; how- force of it, than by fuppofing 
ever, whether he died when we the latter to have been written 
fuppofe,or lived any time longer, after the former ( i ). 
we hear no moip of him, except Befides thofe prophecies of his, 
jn the talmudic writings. . which were originally writt^. 

How low an opinion thejtw/ partly in Hebrew, and partly in 
have concerning him, and his Chaldee \ the Latin verdon has- 
writings, has been feen in a foine other pretended pieces of 
former volume (7). But Ezekiel, his, which were, however, never 
^d tvtnjefephusy give him much admitted by the Jews into their 
the preference to the otlier pro^ canon, and are therefore thrown 
phets (8) ; and, what is of more out by the protedants among the 
weight than all, our Saviour him- apocrypha; concerning which, the 
felf (9) acknowleges him to have reader may fee all that is worth 
been a prophet ; ‘and if the JenSjs knowing in the authors quoted 
fujce then had not been fatally in the margin (2). 

(5) jyatt.JL. T, ftth A. M. 3470. 

(7) Supr, W, iii. p, 137, A* (0% {%) xiv. puff, JafePh^ lib, x. c. ta. 

(0) Mattb, xxiv. 15. (i) W. Iherm, prafat, in Daniel, 

ibid, & in Dan, Calmit, pr^fats in md, Prideaujs mnt^, pari i. lib, lti» 

Csf al,plnr% 

• thcring 
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thering matcrcrials for their work, in hopes of better times : 
they were ftill affifted in it by the Tyrians and Sidonians^ who 
furnifhed them with cedars bomLtbanuSyVriiii mafons, carpenters, 
and other workmen j and thefe, being, as it were, pent up in 
their maritime cities, received in return a propottioaable quan* 
thy of corn, wine, and oil, from the yews^ as their anceftors 
had formerly done from king S^lonmy. Bi;t Cyrus was no 
Iboner dead, than the Samaritans^ encouraged by the iU 
difjpofieion of his fucceflbr Camhyfis^ called in Scripture 
Ahafuerus inftead of their former fubdolous practices, de* 
dared themfelves openly againft the and againft their 
undertaking; and wrote In the moft preffing terms to that 
monarch to put an immediate flop to it. CambyTes^ however, 
probably out of refpcfl to his father's decree, would not feem to 
revoke it, but privately gave them leave to obftruft the exe- 
cution of it ; fo that the work, tho' it was not wholly fup- 
prefled, went at Icaft very heavily on during his whole reign, 
which lafted but feven years and five months. 

Cambyfes being dead, and one of the magi having mounted Year of 
the throne (N), as has been clfewhere related *, the Sama- the flood 
ritans failed not to renew the accufation againft the yews to 826/ 
that ufurper : they reprefented to him, that that nation had Bcf. Chr, 
been always famed for rebellion, for the truth of which they 522. 
appealed to antient records ; and added, that if they were 
fufered to go on in the rebuilding of their city and temple, 
which tl^y were then about, it would not be long ere they 
ftiook off tiie yoke. The ufurper, who had been one of the builds 
chiefs of the i'cdt of the magi, againft whom the yews were i^S 
kiK)wn to be diametrically oppolite in point of religion, did h 

not want any great arguments to induce him to fupprefs them ; Sama- 
but font an immediate decree to them, to defift from their 
entcrprlze, and charged the Samaritans to fee it executed. 

Thefe therefore, having received the order, went ftraitway with 
it to yerufalem^ and caufed a total ftop to be put to the work, 
till the yews obtained a frelh decree in the fecond year of 
Darius his fucceffor’s reign, that is, about two years after. 

1 'h E ytws by that time had been fo dilheartened, partly by The ]ew$ 
the conftant oppofition of the Samaritans^ and partly by this punijhed 

• ^ nuith 

y Conf, 1 Kings v. 8, & fcq, Ss Ezra iii. 7. ® Ezra iv. 6. dearth. 

See alfb vol. v. p. 198, & fcq. Ibid. p. 199, & fcq. 

(N) This is he ivRom E%ra Smerdishy Herodotusi Mardyshy 
Artaxtrxes, or rather Ar^ JEfchylus\ Spendadates by Cte* 
fahfi>afl>tba (3) : he is differently Jias ; and Orvpaftes by JujUn (4). 
pained by profane hiflorians, as 

(j) iv. 7. (4) Sithifon, vdt, v. p 199. 

laft 
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laft decree, that though the latter ceafed with the difeovery and 
death of the ufurper, yet did thcy'not flicw the leaft readinefs 
to refume their eiiterprize, till God had puniflicd their indo- 
lence with a great dearth, and let them know by his prophet 
Haggaiy that it was upon that account that both their harveft 
and vintage had failed them *>. 7'his was indeed an efFc£luaI 
argument to awake the zJeal of that felfifli peopL*, who hj\d by 
this time took care to feattheinfelvcs in commodious and fumpi* 
tuous Imiifcs, without giving themfelves any further thought 
' about the houfe of God. 'J he prophet was therefore feht to 
tJic governor, to the high-prieft, and to the reft of the heads 
of jiulcth^ to upbraid them with their ingratitude ; and at 
the fame time to affure them, that if they would now fet about 
^hc ^v:oyk tlic •*\cik in good earneft, God would not only make it profper 
refumt'd. thcir hands, but that he would make the glory of this 
fecond temple by lar exceed that of the firft d. This mefljige 
had at lengtii the d(*nred cflb£l, and the people, roufed up by 
thefe proniilbs and threats, refumed and purftied the v/ork under 
tlie eye and guidance of Hoggn 'i and Zechanah 

In the mean time the Safnantans^ who kept a watchful 
‘ eye over them, being furprifed tfiat they fliould dare to go to 
work again, iii fpite of the decree they had obtained againft 
Tatnai them, went and applied- themfclves toTatnar^ whom Darius 
ivmfs to had made goventor of Syria and PalrrJfine^rmA acquainted him, 

• jerufa- that his enterprize was refumed, not only againtt the king’s 
k‘ni. order, but to the mnnifell detriment of his realm, ^'^^’hey ex- 
pciHcd probably, that this new governor would have imine- 
tliately I’upprclfcd that v/ork ^ but he, being a man of more 
tcmi)cr and moderjtiorj, rarne ilireftly to 'JervJaUm^ accom- 
panied with fomc of his counfcllors, and with one Shethar^ 
hoTJiai^ wlio is fuppofed to have been gdvernor of Samaria^ 
and inquired of the by what authority they ventured 

upon It Zerubbabd and 'Jrjhua undertook to anfwcr for 
the reft, and acquainted him with the decree they had for- 
merly obtained froift Cyrus \ and at the fame time produced 
the Kicr.rd vcflcls, which that monarch had ordered to be rc- 
ftored to them, in order to renew the worlhip of (jod in Je- 
rufalenu ^atnai^ having received this anfwcr, thought the 
matter of too great confluence to interfere with, till ’he had 
fent a full account of it to Darius^ and defired that fearch might 
DariusV be made concerning that decree. It was accordingly found 
decree, among the records that were kept in the palace of Echatan 

Kaggai 5 . 6, & feq. ^ Ibid. verf. 4. Ibid. ch. ii. 4, 

& feq. ** Ezra v. 1, & feq. Zechar. i. i, & feq. ^ De hoc 
yid. vol. V. p. 4, & 189, & feq. Vid. & Ezram v. 3, & feq. 


where 
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where Cyrus was ,at the time of his granting it; and Darius^ 
out of refpeft to that grcat*monarch, two of Whofc daughters 
he had then married, readily confirmed it by a hew one, in 
which all the grants of the old were repeated and ratified, 
with this fevere "penalty annexed, that whofoevci :Lould pre- 
fume to contravene or obllrudl it, his houfe fliould be pulled 
down, and a gallows made of the timber of h, and the offen- 
der hanged upon it. The execution cl the decree was com- Vear of 
mitted to Tainai and Sketharbo%nai^ and was brought to them the flood 
accordingly much about the beginning of the fourth year of *^3^- 
Dmins's reign ( 0 ),and by them communicated to the Jews 

It tWas then that the building began to rife apace, fince 5 *®- 
they were now not only free front any obftrudions from their 
enemies, but were fupplied, by the king’s order, with all the 
jieccffaries tow'ards the exfJtnce of it, out of the treafury of 
that province : and this addition of the king's bounty, joined 
to the offerings, which both they of PalaJilne^^^wA their brethren 
abroad, paid towards it, caufed fuch a difpatch in the work, . 
that it was completely finiflied in three years ; that is, in theThr temple 
fixth year of Darius^ and in the month AdaVy which is the h&fiuiJJnd. 
of the feivifl) year, anfwcring in part to our February h. 7 'he 
.dedication of that facred building was celebrated with fiiitable 
folemnity and joy, and with abundance of ficrifices ; after 
which they prepared themfcivcs for tJie approaching feftival of 
the paflover S at which many of their brethren from other 
provinc’Mi allifted, having heard of the fuccefs which thatlong- 
wilhed-for ent( rprizc had met with ; and from this time we 
reckon the complete reftoration of the fews^ mentioned in the 
firft note of this chapter. Accordingly, when thofe that dwelt 
in Babylon fent about this time to Jcrufalem to inquire of the 
prophets, whether they might not thenceforward defift from 

2 Ezra vi. 6, & fcq. Vide k Joseph, antiq. 1 . xi. c. 4. ’’ See 

before, vol. lii. p. 36, fub not. * Ezra vi. verf. 15. ch. vii. 6. 

(O) The learned Ujher feems higher, E«.ra was four months in 
10 place this decree one year coming from Babylon ; and lefs 
fooncr ; but if we confider, that than another fix months can 
•it was about the beginning of hardly br allowed before they 
the third year of that mona,rch, could obtain in lb great a court 
that ^atnai fent to the king 41 order for learching the re- 
about ii, one may (Tcafonably al- \:ords, going 'from Shujhav to 
low. fix months for tlie melfen* Echatan^ procuring an autheiuu' 
gcjr’s going and coming from copy of the decree, bringing ic 
to Shitjhan in Perfia^ back to Darius^ and obtaining a 
as "we have feen a little confirmation of ic (j). . 

(0 J\d: 


kcepiji;! 
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keeping the falls of the ^th and feventh months (P), Zecha^ 
among ocher things contained^in the feventh and eighth 
chapters of his prophecies, tells them, that they had now kept 
thofe falls feventy years*. In memory of this decree, which, 
we obferyed, was given from Shujhariy or Sufa^ the Jews 
gave the name of Shupan to the ealtern gate of the outward 
temple-wall, and caufed a bas-relief of that metropolis to be 
fet up over it, which continued there till its total dellruAioa 
by the Romans 

In the mean time, the mortification which the envious 
Samaritans received from the king’s decree in favour of the 
Jewsy and the wonderful difpatch with which they had finilh- 
ed their temple, did but lerve to augment their rancour 
againll them. Their being obliged Co pay; not only towards 
the rebuilding of that edifice, but towards the facrifices and 
oblations that were daily to be offered up there for the profpe- 
rity of the king, arid the whole realm, and towards the main* 
Samari- tenance of the priclls who officiated there was what they 
tans rtfufe feemed to refent above all the reft : and therefore, as Toon as 
temple was finilhed, tho’ the outbuildings were Hill unre- 
paired, and continued fo for many years, they made it a pre- 
, tence for with-holding the ufual tribute, alleging that it 
was to ceafe as foon as the building was finilhed. This obliged 
the Jews to fend a deputation to DariuSy at the head of whom 
were Zerubbabely Mordecaiy and Ananias^ to complain to the 
king of it. Darius received them with his ufual benevolence, 
and after a full hearing iflued out a frclh decree, colnmanding 
his officers at Samaria to caufe the ufual tribute to be paid to 
the temple, and for the future on no pretence whatever to 
give the Jews any caufe of complaint upon that article ***. 
After this they met with no farther obftacle during the reft of 
that monarch’s reign, which lafted twenty-eight years longer, 
nor during the twelve years . of his fucceffbr ; but enjoyed a 
perfeil peace, being governed by their high-priefts in matters 

* Ezra vi. i6, ad fin. ^ See Light foot's profpefl of the 
temple, ch. 3. * EzRAvi. 8, & fcq. Vide Joseph. 

antiq. ubi fupra, c. 4. 

(P)Thcfe were falls which the temple: and, fourthly, For the 
captive Jfwjs kept in thofe t^b murder of Geialiah (6). AU 
months, in memory, firll, OVJe^ which ftfts they ftill keep ta this 
Tufalem being firft befieged by day, though they have fomewhat 
l^ebucbadnexscar : lecondly. Of clfohged their place in their ca- 
its being taken by him : third- lendar. 
iy. Of its being burnt with the 

(e) Sgi Ttutnitb, Mufifigr, ^ #4 

of 
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of religion, and in thofe of ftate by the heads of the tribe of 
Judah^ though flill in fubjeiftion to the kings of Perfta^ and 
fubordinate to his goycrnois ,oii this fide the Euphrates {Qjj, Xerxe*. 
Xerxes had no (boner fuccceded his father, than he confirmed Year of 
all the privileges formerly granted to the Jews. This was the flood 
not without a fingu Jar mark of the divine providence, fince 
the temple of Jeru/alem was the only one mat obtained this 
particular regard from that prince, wh.ilft he was plundering j 

and defiroying all the reft that came in his way. But he was 
in both cafes fulfilling the prophecies of Ifaiah " and Jeremiah^^ 
which had long fince foretold both the downfal of the heathen 
idols and temples, and the reftoration of the Jewijh .one, un- 
der the proteaion and favour of Cyrus^ and his fuccefibrs. 

Jofephus adds, from a paflage out of an antient poet (R), 
that the Jcivs afiifted Xerxes in his wars, and that lie had a 
band of them in his army It is true, the meaning of the 
poet has been much canvaffed by very great critics ; but» 
whether or no he intended the Jiws by it, it is hardly to be 
fiippofed, that they,, who were io well known for their va- 
lour, fidelity, and attachment to that prince, fliould be the 
only people excufed from the war, when his army was com- 
pofed of all the other nations of the Perjian empire* In the 
•third year of his reign, according to the Mexandrian chro- 
nicle, died tlie JewiJI) high-prieft JeJIma in the fifty-third 

n Ch. xxi. Q. Ch. x. ii. li. 44, 47. Sc alib. pafT. 

> Cent. , 1 . i- 

( Q, ) Thcfc particulars wc the Vhcenician dlalefl, and dwelt 
have fi-om Jofephus^ who adds, in the high and hilly grounds of 
that Zerubbahel was the peribn Solyma^ near to a great lake, 
who anfwered the wife queflion marched under his ( Xerxes^s ) 
propofed by the king, which we flandards. The fpeaking 
have in the apocryphal book of then the Syriac language, Solyma 
Baruch. But we Icarce think it being one of the names of Jem- 
worth inferting here, though the falem^ and it being fituate upon 
fame author tells us, the rebuild- hills, and near the famous lake 
ing of the temple, andthereflo- Afphaltitcs, it was natural for 
ration of the Jews^ were granted Jofephus to underfland the people 
him as a reward for his meric and here mentioned to have been the 
judgment. The canonical books Jews. Some great critics, how- 
are iilenc as to all thofe particu- ever (7},have pretended to apply 
lafs, and we (ball flick clofe to to the So/ymi of Pijidia, againfl 
them Us far as they go. ' whom Salmafius has undertaken 

’(•R) The paflage is out of to vindicate the Jewifi hifto- 
(iSmruust and is to this purpofe; rian(8), who Teems incl^ to be 
That a flrange people, who uTed moft in the right. 

(;) Stnlig. rtr, ad fra-m, Bockprt. fhateg, part ii. /. i, c. 2 , CuMirsden* 
puk.Hebr^ yiiltg, iirg, Htikn. Prid.uht jupra. nfol,iu p.^^S» 

yczt 



i0 '*.* 

of hfe high-prieflh^od, 4nd wus (uc<reede(l hy his 
joiahhn ** ; and Xirrss, being murd<ircd in the twcnty^firft 
year of his rcign, was fucceeded by his Ton whoiii;i 

We have elfewhcre (hewn to have been the Ahafuerus of Scrig** 
Cure, the husb.uid ot EJlher and confequently the gre^teft 
frjend the Jews ever had, either before or fince their refto^ 
^ ^ ration. ^ ^ 

to be fi> 4bovc,a|| his predeceflorSA 
from the book of wbofc biftorv ithei%Jr<^totcd la 

fTuerus fo well known, that we mall content ourrelves ^ith giving 
//tTouts oiir leade'^b as fhort a fummary of ft as is necelfary for 
tJbeJews. tbiead ot our hiftory. Ejfhef or Hadafehvm an orphan W 
the tribe of Benjamin^ brought up and adopted by her uneli^ 
Mordeiai ; this lad was a defeendent of thofe who Had been 
brought captives into Bahslon^ with Jiconiah)!i\xi% of Judah ^ 
and, by his conftant attendance at the palace-^ate, ieems to 
luv e been on j ot the king*s porters. His had hd interei$« 
enough to introduce his niece into the p^ace, among 
bcautic> who were to be candidates to fucceed the repumated 
/ {fjhtt , and fhe had already fo captivated the Berfian 
11 rcli, even before he had fet the diadem on her head^r^dtstt^ 
fhe could obtain any thing from him which her uncle Sid 
afk ; It being a peculiar privilege of thofe virgiiia, whenever 
thcir turn came to appear before the king, to obtain whatever 
they afked of him It is therefore rtafonably fuppofed, that 
p - It w^»s by her intcreft that Ezra^ a very learned andvZealoi4$ 
///Jludaa houfc of Aai on (S), obtained an ample commif- 

‘ fipn 


^ Nehfm. xii. 10. 
25^, ^feq. &not 


ubi fupra, c 5. 

* EsrnERu 13, &fcq. 


» Vol.v. 


(S) He calls himfelf here, ac- 
coidnig to the Hebrew idiom, the 
fon of Seratab {9), who was the 
jhigh'prieft whom Nehuchadnex- 
ssar caufed to be llain at the take- 
5 *ig of J erttfalem ( ! ) j but, had 
he been his real ion, he mjfl 
then have been at leifl a hundred 
ai d thirty two vears old, fup- 
pofing him to h ive been an in- 
fant when his father died (2), 
and fo wholly unht for fuch a 
joa»'ftey and employ ; whereas 
wc find him capable of reading 


the Scriptures to the people firont 
morning to noon, one whole 
week, and of afEfting Hekmiah 
in his office thirteen years af- 
ter (3}, when he inu|l have been 
at lean an hundred and foity*five 
years old. 

But fance he there alfb calis 
Azanah the ion of MeratpA^ » 
though' it appears from theboolk j 
of the Cbrpntciis (^), that 
were fix defeendems betWiSteV 
them, what (houJd bmiilifr 
may himfclf have bceto feme ^^'5 


(<)) Fwa vij. f , 0) 

tbunoL ir »9th plattu 


2 xx^. »8, iST /7. 
(3) vui, 2^ C$/f. 
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iion from Jrtaxcrxes to return to Jerttfalem^ with as many 
of his nation as werewiVingto go wlthjbim, and jhcro to 
regulate or reform all matters, whether of" church or flatc, as 
he (hould fee fit* (T)* 

Etcra ftaid fome days near the river Ahavah for the refl of 
his company; and during that time being willing to take fome 
ne^thinims with him to jsrufalem to fer'e theie as formerly in 
the temple, he fent fome of his retinue to hUo^ who was 
chief of thofe that dwelt near the place Caftphia (U), from 


* Ezra vii. 

icents ofF Seraiah^ though it doth 
not how many ? 

What reputation he was in at 
the Eerjtan court, may be ga- 
thered from the commiiTion it- 
felf, which is fo extenfive in fa- 
vour of the Je^iJh nation, as 
well as of E%ra himfelf, that a 
lefs intereft than that of EJlhcr 
can hardly be fuppofed to have 
^itocurcd it to him. It was to this 
ciFe6l(5): 

“ Artaxerxes, king of kings, 
unto Ez^ta the piicll of the 
law ol^the God of heaven, 
peace, c*r. r our decree, 
that whofoever ot you, whe- 
ther priells, levitc% (hall 
be defirous to return to Jrra- 
falem^ be permitted to go fafe- 
ly thither. — We give >ou 
power to fettle and reform 
every thing according to the 
law of your God, and to con^ 
vcy thither all the money, 
vcffels, iiff. which we, our 
counfellors,a5 well as the pricAs 
and others of your nation that 
ftay in the province of Bnly- 
Ala! I freely offer for the 
fervicc of the temple of your 
Oob; \i‘hich is iLtyertfjale^, 
or to difpofo of it in any other 
way you fhall think ItJ ; — and 
that wh.ncver other charges 
E%ra fhiill think iieccfTary for 
the houfc of God, (hall be 
( 5 ) Emu s 


w hence 

6, k feq. 

forthwith furnifhed to him out 
** of our revenue on the other 
fide ihe EufhatiSy as Ui as an 
hundred talents of iil\er, an 
" hundred mealiires of fiour, 
“ wine and oil, 

** And we do likewifc foibid 
** our go\crnors in thofe pjo- 
vinccs to levy or demand any 
toll or taxes on any of the 
‘‘ pricfli, kvites, fingei.. Or 
of the temple . and we im- 
power thee, Ezf^, tosppoint 
judges, nugifirates ac- 
** coiding to the wifdom with 
‘‘ whichGou has endowed thee, 

to judg^ ihc people on that 
fide the river, ard to condemn 
“ cvciy offender to death, ba* 
nilhmcnt, or any klTe r punifh- 
ment, according to the nature 
of his crane” 

( 7’ ) riiis commiflion was 
granted to him in the feventh 
year of that monarch’., reign, in 
virtue of which he began his 
journey from Ion on the 
day of the month Kf/h., irfwer- 
ing to the middk of d 

(U) It IS nut cai\ to giicf what 
place thif was, , the ten calls it 
futm- 

nmkom^ Oajipbia the pl.icc. Some 
have taken it for the Cnfpian 
mountains, ficuate between 
<//// and fhrranfa, in the mines 
of which thefe captive ncthinims 
• ^ 

O ara 


yoL,X. 
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whence he gathered about two hundred and twenty of them* 
befides fome priefl** and levites •* j after which having pro- 
claimed a folemn faft, to implore the divine protedion, they 
fet forward, and anived at JerufaUm on the firft day of the 
fifth month, or the middle of Jufy^ that is, after a journey 
of four months. 

Hh4^om* At his arrival he opened his commiffion before the whole 
JewtJh aflembly, and there delivered to the priefts the offer- 
ings which had been made by the king, nobles, and by the 
Babylomjh JewsfW) j after which having fent to acquaint 
the governor of Syria and Palajline with the power he had re- 
ceived from the king, he began with appointing judges and 
magiftrates to reform every thing that was contrary to the 
law of Alofes ; and, puifuant to his commilfion, impowered 
them to punifh olfendeis, not only with fines, impnfoninent, 
and other klTer puniftunents, but even with banifhment and 
death, according to the nature of the crime Azri? con- 
tinued in the faithful difchaige of his authority thirteen years, 
tint is, till he was fucceeded by Nchmiab^ who was fent 
th'ther with a frcfli rommiffion horn the fame monarch. But 
. before that, the having received frefh tokens of the 

^ If favour upon his raifing AJ/Z/at to the diadem, Ezroj 
J ^ rel}ing upon thcpiotcaion of two luch powerful friends as the 
new queen, and Rlordecai^ who now engroflld the king^s fa- 
vour, gave h'ntklf up wholly to the care of thcy<’w//^ aifaiis, ' 

ERKAviii. 15, & feq. "■ Ibid. vii. 

m 

are fuppofed to have been fent befidc^ twenty bafons of gold, 
to work ; if Co, it is no wonder amounting tp a thoufand darko- 
they fliould be fo leady to em- nim, ordancs (7), fix hundred 
brace the benefit of the king’s and fifty talents of fiJver, with 
decree. velTels of filver, to the weight 

Jofephus pafles by this whole of an hundicd talents more, and 
aifair, and is fo far miflaken both two vefiels of fome fine copper, 
in chronology and hifiory, that then reckoned as valuable as 
he makv. this decree, like that gold. 

which 'Nehfmiah obtained thir- Fiom this new reformation 
teen years after, fo have been made by Fve^a in the Je-wijh 
both granted by AV/'X’e/. contrary church and commonwealth, the 
to the Hefrew text, which calls learned Frideau\ begins the com- 
him Artap^erxess but this is npt putation of DanieF% weeks; but 
the only place where that hifto- as this is a fubjedi quite out of 
mncris, * our province, we refer thoferea-* 

( W)'rhcfe offerings amounted ders who are curious about it to 
to (6) an bundled talents pf gold, confult the book itfelf (8). 

(6) Ihd, fit. VIII. ts, ftp (7) thncomf ehelore^ w/. Y» I19, 

ftp Ftd, Pnd parti, i. ji. Cu^tx^i, patti, /, v. 

and 
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and to reform feme erjing abufes which had crept in among 
thofe, who were return#' 1 from Babylm under ZetiMabel (X), 

His next great work, in purfuance of his commiflion, was 
to reform the whole ftate of the yewijh church by reftoring 
its difcipline and rites, according to itsantient pattern, under 
the former piophets. In order to which, his fiift care was toColliSs 
collefl: and Jet forth a correfl: edition of the facred books, mithe faaed 
then to reduce the obfervance of the Mofaic\dc< 9 i to thatfland-<&w^^ 
ard. This circumftance we find neither exprefly mentioned 
in the facred hiftorians, nor in jefephus ; but we have it from 
the Talmudijis^ and other antienc jews^ who add a great 
many others, which not carrying the fame probabilit) with 
this, we fhall for that reafon give an epitome of in the note 
(Y). But, as for this point of his colle£fing and rcvifing the fa- 
cred 

(X) One of thefe was the m- the rains that fell then abundant- 
terinarriagc«>, which not only the ly, he appointed cominiflioners 
common people, but even pneiis to make itri^ icaich into every 
levitcs, ai d heads of families, family, and to oblige all delin- 
h'ld made with fome of then ido- quent^ to comply with the cove- 
latrous neighbouis ^9) , by which nint which Ezra had exaded 
they had introduced a mixed from them. 7 his fcrutiny wa!» 
mongrel biecd of Ezyftiansy accordingly begun on the £rft 
Eloabtttt^ Immomtes^'^amai itaps^ day of the tenth month, and 
and other llrange n* tions, among ended on the lame day of the 
the tru« Iftaelites 1 o r edify this, firtt month, when the number of 
Ezra lilucd o\ i proclamation, delinquents was found to amount 
and ordered all that were rctuin to an hundred and fourteen, 
cd from the captivit) to appeal fome of whom had had children 
before him at Jetufalem on a fet by rhofe llrange wives (1). 
day, under the penalty of being (Y) They tell us, ill. That 
excommunicated, and forfeiture he was aHiRcd in it by the grand 
of all they hid As foon as they lynagogue 01 lanhednn, which 
were aHembled, he upbraided they pretend to have been ori- 
thtm in the feverell terms for cinally inlhtuted by Mo/cs, in 
their crimes, fo llrongly for- uie ieventy elders, and to have 
bidden by the Mofaic law \ after been incrcafed to an hundied 
which he obliged them to take a and twenty We have aheady 
folemn oath, that as many as had confuted the greatell part of thu 
been guilty of it, Ihould put aUci non in a former volume, to 
away both then llrange wives, which we refer the reader (2) 
and the children they had by adly. In tins fynagogue they 
them. But as the thorough cog- place among the principals of 
ni^ance of the matler was like to them the prophet Damd^ and 
take up fome confiderable time, his three friends Shadrach^ 
and the court of the temple was Jhach^ and Abedne^o^ whom they 
flill uncovered, and expofed to pietend to have been flill alive, 

(9) IX. 1 , c? ftf, (l) JhtJ, tap, ult, vtrj 17, y /ry, ( Zj ihi 

P* 4.12, pah firtt rtQtt (Hj. 

O a wl 
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cred writings, making feme fmall additions tothem, and fixing 
the canon of the Old Tejiament to twcnty-iwo books, as 
they are now received by the and proteftant Chriftians ; 

we have many rcafons to confirm it. He was excellently 
y/ 6 \\ verfed in ihcm ; his extenfive authority enabled him to 
gather up all the beft copies that could be met with, either at 
JerufaUwy or among the difperfed Jnvi ; he was himfclf' in- 
spired, and had the afliftance of two or three prophets (Z) in 
tiie work. 7 'he then confufed Hate of the fewi required fuch 

and to have returned from the book of the Zeruhba^ 

captivity, though neither he, genealogy is carried down 

E^ya, or Nehemiah^ mention fo far as mull neceiTarily reach 
any thing about any of them. to the time of JUxander tht 
Lnltly, and to mention no Great. 
more, they place at the tail of 2dly, Among the various md- 

this fynagogue SiMon the juft, ings noted in the margin of the 
between whom and the time wc facred books, which are attributed 
fuppoied Daniel to have died, to Eara, and are known by the 
there clapfed near two hundred names of Keri and Ketib^ wc 
and fifty years. The method find fome in thofe of Exra and 
they take to avoid this difli- Nehcmiah^ which cannot be fup- 
culty is equally abfurd, and only pofed to have been put in by 
expofes t.hcir ignorance of chro* them, but by fome of their fuc- 
nology ; and this makes the ju- ceflbrs in the work, 
dicious dean above quoted right- sdly. We may add, that Nebe- 
\y fuppole, that this pretended miah and the Chronicles faU very 
aflenibly of an hundred and twen- fliort of that corredlncfi of llyle 
ty, w'us only a fucceflion of men and method that wc find in the 
who put every one an helping hand other books of the Old Tejiament \ 
to complete what £'':ra had fet and, for the reafons above allcg- 
on foot ; and that Simon the juft, cd, were hardly admitted into the 
who is the laft there named, and canon till about the time of Si-^ 
was really fo in point of time, /ww the juft above-mentioned, 
was the perfon who gat^e the fi- (Z) Thefe were Haggai^ Ze-* 
fhining ftroke to that great work chariah, and Malachi, to which 
{3J5 for that it was not fo far the add, as we hinted in the 
compIeCf\'l in jEara’s time as to laft note, Daniel^ and his three 
have h:.d no addition or amend- companions. As for Malachi^ 
xnent made to it afterwards, is they pretend that he was the 
fcarce credible ; fame with ; that this lail 

I ft, Bccaufe wc find in Nthe- was his proper name, andON^D 
mtah (4), the genealogy of Je* Malachi^ which fignifiei my an>~ 
fhtta tht* high-pricil is carried gel or raellenger, was that of 
down to y\:ddt{a, and mention his office, as being the perfon or 
niade of Darius the Perjtan^ or prophet fent by God to reftoro 
Codomr.nmis^ who were recenter the JemoiJh church to its priftine 
by at lead an hundred years ; and fplendcr and ftandardi 
in the third chapter of the firft St. Jerom and fome other en- 

(l) CqnnetKuh' (4) xii. JO, zz* 

tietie 
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a collection and revifal of the fiicrcd writings ; and fojnc fuch 
thing we find done foon after Nchcmiah*^ ariival in fnJicay 
when Ezra brought forth the facred volume, and read and 
expounded it to all the people from morning iW noon, duriiig 
the whole feven days of the feaft of tabernacles *. Lraftly, 
the whole current of TalmuJiyi wikcrsy and all the antient 
and modern fews y (except the Semariuns^ who rcjcdl all 
bytthe pentateuch, as {hall be feen in due time ; zwAjofephus^ 
who perhaps did not think proper to tell the world, that the 
facred writings flood in need of fuch a revifal and amend- 
ment), aferibe this work to Ezta^ as prefidtnt of the fan- 
hedrin, and chief direilor ahJ overfeer of tlie whole ; in which 
they have been followed by no fmall number of antient fa- 
thers S and by far thegreateft part of inoJein writer"', 
may further add, that there is no other way of jufljfying that 
great and zealous man, for leaving the city and outwoik‘> of 
the temple in that defolate flate in which KJjcm! a h ioimd 
them at his coming * (conlidering that he met w'ith no more 
obflacles, that we read of, from the Samariums^ but all pof- 
fible encouragement from ihe Perjian couxi)^ but the fuppoli- 
tion, that he lliought it of greater moment to beflow his 
time and care in tin's new and correCt etlition of the facicd 
code, than to bufy himfclf in repairing the outworks of the 
city and temple. It is in the time of this revifal that he is 
fuppofed to have exchanged the old Hebrnu chaiadter for 
the ni«>»'c beautiful and commodious Chaldee now in ufe, and 
to have inve. the MaJforah{A)^ vowel and other points, 
concerning which wc have given a full account in a tormcr 
volume 

Akoiptr 

^ Nehlm. viii. 2, &fcq. adUn. y Vid. StLi). dc fvnedr. 
BuxTORF.Tiberiad. & au6l. ab ciscitat. * ClExM. ALrxANDK, 
flrom. 1 . i. Iren. 1 . iii. Basil, epill. ad Chilon. Isiuor. ong. 

I. vi. &al.mult. » Nehem, i. 2. ii. 14, &fcq. ^ Vol. in. 
p. 210, &feq. 

• 

tient writers have maintained the he was an afllflant to, if not the 
fame notion (5) ; fu re it is, that fame with is hisrcpiovmg 
Malachi is rather a common than the people for marrying Itrange 
a proper name, and that in Ez) a^s \\ i.'Co ^ 8 ), for their op pi clliori of 
time prophets were called by it their poor brethren ^9',, and fe- 
(6;; and accordingly fcveral • veral other tfbuf's, which ere 
anticni fatheis quoted Male- then reilliieJ by and 
chi under the title of the angel tniah, 

or meflenger of God (7). (A) By the term Maffbrab or 

What ieems to coniirm, that llafflrethy which fignifics tradi- 

(^) Comment, in Ma/ncb. GT alivi f>lur, ( 6 ) i. 13. Maf. ili 1 , Cf ahi. 

(7) Clem, Alex and, fit om, /. i. ^crtid, ttnt.'Judaos^ c, 5. On’^, injuda, O’**. 

(Sj Cb, iu 1 1, Utd, ver, 10, O ahh. • 

, O 3 tion, ' 
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Akothtr and very uCrful improvement which he and his 
infpired affociates are generally^ and with great probability, 

believed 


tion, Is meant the unwritten rule 
or canon, by which the reading 
and writing of the lacred books 
was fixed. We have already 
feen elfcwherCi that the Jew 
affirm it to have been given by 
Cod himfclf to Mofes^ who de- 
Jnered it to Aaton^ &c. 

by whom it was tranfmitted by 
oral tradition, through a long 
fucceffion of holy and infpired 
men, quite down to rabbi Judah ^ 
firnamed or the holy, 

who wrote it in the book which 
they call the Mijbna ; all which 
we have formerly con fared as a 
feriesof labbinic h^lioii:> (i). 

Others, with more probabili- 
ty (2), attribute it to tins Exra^ 
who, in the companrg of the fc- 
'leral copies, out of which he 
was to compile his new authentic 
one, found himfelf under a nc- 
cellity of correcting feveralcirois 
which had crept in, through the 
ignorance and carclcfrefs of the 
tranfenbers ; and,obfeiving likc- 
wife here and there a different 
reading, which might be well 
enough preferved, he put the 
one, perhaps that which he 
thought the befl, in the text; 
and this r^tjew call Keti ; the 
other he put in the margin, to 
inCtmatv* that it was otherwife 
written in feme copies ; and thefc 
marginals were called Ketih. It 
w'ere,however, abfurd to fuppofe, 
that they were all luferted by 
him, finre, as wy hinted in a 
foiincr note, wc find foinc of 
them, not only in the book that 


goes by his name, and is juftly 
attributed to him, but in fome 
of a later date : befides, many of 
thofe marginals are really trifling, 
and fome of them far beneath 
the dignity of fuch an author. 
Thofe who underftand the Ht^ 
hrenv tongue may fee an inflaiice 
of this in the places quoted be* 
low (3). ' 

As for the vowel - points, which 
arc faid to have been invented 
by him, in order to fix the true 
fenfe of words, we have hereto- 
fore (hewn them to be of much 
mote modern date (4). But, as 
to the grammatical ones, efpe- 
cialjy the athnach and filluct or 
foph paJTukt fo called, becaufc this 
Jill concluded every period, cal- 
led by the Je-ws paffuk^ it is moll 
likely, they were devifcd either 
by rr vtiy foon after him ; for 
the being almrv^ for- 

gotten dating their oiptivity, 
and the Chaldee being become 
the current tongue, thrie was a 
necclTity, that thofe paiaflus or 
ponioiibof Icripturc, that were 
lead in the temple, and ocher 
fynagogucs, Ihould be expounded 
to them by proper interpreters ; 
and this the Talmudifis (5) tell 
us was done verfc by vei fe in 
the law, which gave occilion to 
the invention of thofe points, in 
Older to direCl the readeis when 
to Hop: but when they 
aficrwaids forbid by AntmLus 
Epiphanes to read the law 6), 
and had fubflittited the ieClurc of 
the prophets inftead of it 5 the 
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believed to have made to this new edition of the facred books, 
is the interfperfing here and there an explanatory claufe by way 
of parenthefis, and making fuch other additions to the text, as 
were ncceflary to explain, llluftrate, or confirm it. Of this 
nature feme fuppofe the account of^-^^r’sdeati., and the ex- 
cellent charafter given to that great lawgiver in the laft chap- 
ter of Deuteronoffiyy to have been ; but it Teems to us more 
probable, that thU was infer ted much earlier, namely by 
Jhua^ or Tome of his cotemporary writeis, in order to infpire 


fenfein thefc generally running 
a. greater length, they were obli- 
ged to read and expound three 
whole verfeb at a time. 

However, when the Macca* 
hees had, by recovering their li- 
berty, rellored the antient read- 
ing of the law, they continued 
fiill the le^ure of the prophets, 
and expounded the former verfe 
by verfe, and the latter every 
third verfe ; in procefs of time 
they added Jikevvife the other 
books called by them 
K^iubtf/ty or Hnji^io^rapbn ; and 
this probably gave iile to the di 
flin^tioi^ of legal, piophctical, 
and hagiu^raphical books, often 
mentioned in the gofpd (y), and 
by Jo/epbus (^). 

How thefe periods or verfes 
were marked in their books, is 
not eafy to guefs. If the ynvs 
were then as fuperftitious as they 
have proved fincc, it !.*» certain 
they could never fufTcr them to 
be inferted in any fhape into the 
text, which they look upon as 
polluted by every adventitious 
point or dot, though ever fo ac- 
cidental. It IS indeed a queflion 
whether they were fo fcrupulous 
in antient times ; but then, if 
Szray t r any of his fucceflbrs, 
evei^ admitted thofe flops, lines, 
points, or in any ocher form, ic 


will be a wonder how they came 
afterwards to be expunged ; for 
it is plain there are noAe fuch 
admitted in their fynagogucs. 

But the difficulty may be eafi- 
ly jemoved, by fuppofing that 
they only left a blank fpace be- 
tween period and period ; or, as 
Maimon imagines (9), that they 
finifhed every veile or period 
with a break, and began the next 
line with a new verfe. But as 
they found thefe breaks to 1 un to 
too greata Iengch,in many places, 
and caufed their books, thofe we 
mean which they had for their 
private ufe, to fvvclJ to too great 
a bulk, tJiey invented the two 
giammatical point*?, which are 
now in ufe, and which the reader 
may find in all their pointed 
books. 

But this was not the foie ufe 
of thefe giammatical points. 
Thofe who are acquainted u ith 
that tongue need not be told how 
neceflary they are in fixing the 
fenlc in many places, nor how it 
may be, and is often, rendered 
obfeute, unintelligible, or even 
contrary, by the mifplacing of 
them. V\^c have formerly given 
a notable inflance of it ( 1 ), from 
Vhich the reatler may gods of 
the red i andfhall dwell no longer 
upon it. 


(t) r, «/>. nt. 41.. yfiVi xiu. 15, 

(q) £x 'Lalmuje m Baaa^ i.ap, 7 , 

^ not, (D), 

04. 


(^) yfp*oit I. 

fxj FoL Lip. azj, 

jthe 


*99 



too 


Hiftery of the Jews, B. H,' • 

the people with a fingular rtfpe£l and credit both to him and 
his writings. However that be, we meet with a great num-* 
her, which, being manifeftly inferted lonp; after the fads cannot 
well he aferibed to any but Ezra^ or fome of thofe prophets 
that aiTiftcd him in the woik : thus we find in feveral of the 
hiftoncal boc'ks concernifig fomc antient monuments, fuch-» 
like woids as thefe added by way of teftimony, which remain 
mio this day c ; nay, many others of the like nature the 
readet may fee in the note To the fame end he is 

rupp.)rcii like wife to have ^ddcajlme new names of places to 
tlk' old ones which were become obfolete. Thus Ahraham 
i, f.iiJ to hcive purfued the confederate kings as far as Dan^ 
the name which thcDanitss gave long afterwards to the city of 
I.ejtchi or / TliC fune was done toi/^rA^/,antiently called 
£//'% io//fc/ / ryv, whofe original name was Kirjath-Arla^ and to 
many muic, by the liclp of whofe new names wc come to the 
knjwli.ge ot the places there mentioned, which wc could 
nevei have known by their old ones. 

Se/^orei Tiir Icift woik of this great man was the reftoring the 

the woifhip of the temple according to its nntient form before the 

mor// ip. c.ipttvity ; to rciife and amend the JcwiJh liturg/, and to add 
paiticuLr piayc j'i and thankf »ivinpi> proper for tl‘e fcftivals 
ih.U \\n<' inpiiaJdcd after their iclurn fioni the captivity; 
lu( h as ilic dedication of the new Umple*^, of Purm and 
the like ; « nd as the pfalms S ciilMtd into almolt every pait of 

I 

Dfut. ni 14. Joshua X. 77, &alih. plur. Ctmf.GEN. ' 

^ 'V. i,^. Jf's. xu. 47 JoDG. xviii. 79. * EzRAvi. i6, 

^ EsTii* R ix. 20, ad fin. 3 Vid.fup. vol, ni. p. 205, & feq. 

(B) Thas it is faid in Gtvejis ( 2), metropoln of the Ammonites (4), 
that the Canaanites didtht.i dix^ell plainly intimate^ that that prince 
/// the land ; which words could had been killud long before this 
not be inferted till they had ac- lail tlaafc was added. Laflly, 
tually been extirpated out of it ; and to mention no more, the 
and in another place of the fame twenty fifth chapter of the Pro- 
book ( ) it is faid, *Thpfe are the nserhs^ which begins with thefe 
kings ii^t reigned in the land of words. The properhs of ?>Q\omcH3^ 
Edom, before thete feigned any ^u^bicb the men of Hezekiah king 
king in Ifrael ; which laft words of Judah copied out, plainly fhews 
Jnuft of necelfity have been in- the words were added fome con- 
ferted long after JMo/es\ time, fidcrablc time after this laft named 
The large iron beiTof Og king or king, who was twelve generations 
pa/an, fud in Deutetonomy to toil Solomon. 
jiavc been ihll to be feen in the 

c a.; Cl, III. 6. (i) Cb. xxxvi. 3 r. (^) De u iii. 1 1. 

thoir ' 
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their worfliip, and were to be fung alternately (C), as we 
have feen in a. former volume, it is not to be doubted but he 
took the fame puns in colleamg the whole book, and giving 
it the rume rcvilal wh.ch he had to the rtft. Whether be 
digelKd them m*the fame order we have them r / m, as is 
generally believed by Jews and Chrijiia^s ; and whether he 
was the author of thofe which were manifeftlj compoftd durirg 
the captivity and dfter their return iiom it *, fuch as ve 
take thofe which are ftiled to have been (D) 5 and 

laftly, whether he lived to fiM|||all thefe thing*;, 01 left them 
to be completed by hiS fucccllcW ; we will not pretend to de- 
termine. One thing the fccond book of Maudhets informs us, 
thdit Nehemtah fouiidid a hbrary at Jcruflem^ in whiv.li Jie 
depofited the a£is of the kings, of the piophcts, and cl Da- 

Pfalm cxxxvii. ^ Pfalmcxxvi. 

(C) That is not by hemtflUh^ (P) Concernirg the title of 
asM«^tf;//«jandfomeothcisfcem thtfe, which are lifcttn in rum- 
to have imagined, but by whole btj, beginning at the hundredth 
verfes as they are now fang m and twentieth, vaiiou** hive been 
our cathedral*? j for, /ird, fonie the conjc,£luici» of the kirncd* 
of thofe verfes thtie are, which, its oiignnl import is a fon^ of 
IS a learned prehte In*? Ptcly ob- ^ gre f or which fomc in* 
fcMtd agunlt hin (5), tcjp-rttis inilliking, have rtii* 

ly confiilofihiceintmUis, and fo dered a foig of c\Cilhnce*y ora 
arc incompatible v\ »th the method mojl exu lit nt Jrng ( 7) 
of finguv by But if we coniidcr, that the 

But what ieern*' to us more de- whole tenor of thofe pfalms con- 
cjfive IS, that in ioinc othc 1 aero- fiPs chiefly uilier in fervent pi ay- 
ftics 6), whole verlts are confc- ers for thv,ir return from their 
quently determined, tht ii.ttcr c-’ptivity, or thinkfgiving for 
1 ^au not being admitted to be- hivirg obtained it ; and that the 
gin the fixth \erfe, but being term-., afcuit, and toafeend, are 
thruft in the middle of the fifth, frcqucnil/ ufod to exprefi. thoir 
julf after thef?M/y.7iA,ihe> fubfti- retain into ihcir own hnd (8), 
tuted a verfe aftc’- the hll alpha- as it waj indeed an high hilly 
betical one, which begins in them ground 5 is it not moie natural 
with the letter which can to fuppofe thofe pfalms to have 
hardly be fuppo^l^o have been been compoied, fome a little 
done but to make me jnumber of before, and fome p releatly aftei, 
verfes even, that the fame fide of and all upon the lubjedl of this 
the choir might not begin and happy afeent or icturn from Ba- 
end the fime pfalm ; which ad- to fetulalem (9) ^ So Shir 

dition w^auld have been need- flammehaloth will pioperly fig- 
lefs, had they been fung by he- nify the fung of the return, or of 
mftichs. thofe that returned. 

(5) //tfu ptolegam page 4, anJ q. (ii)Pfzlm xxv. and xxxiv. 

(%) Vid* int au 1. 3, 5, li, z, vji y. 

vn 5,6. P/cvxi. fer xkkiu Z 2 , it XXiciX. 2 , £/ 

Calmer^ praifat, in PJ Cradt 

ud\ 
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vid ^ { which Teems to i.itimatc as if the reviial of them 
had been completed before that time. 

It I'* no lefb uncertain whether this levifal of the facred 
books reache J fo far as thereftonng the poetical parts to their 
antient metre, or whether they contented ihemfelves with 
fuch a pundl-uation a id djvifion of verfes as would beft fit 
them foi the ferv ice of the temple. The generality of wi iters 
arc for the latter , but there is one lealon which feems to us 
very ftroiig for the former, namely, that thofe pfalms which 
were compoftd after the captivity appeu to us to run much m 
the fime cadence with thofe which had been written before it, 
and many of them, whitevcr fome critics nny fanfy to the 
contraiy S f^em to be in no cafe inferior to them j which 
feems a pLin intimation, either that the rules of Htbrtw 
poc*^iy were not 1 ft at Babyloriy or that they were iccovcred 
after iheir return, though they have been in vain fought for 
ever (mce the tot<il difperlion of that nation, as wc have fully 
Att account in the place lalt quoted out of the third volume of this 
of htjkop hiftory. Hqw< ver, fince that time the reverend prcla*^e above 
Hare’/ e- mentioned ha's favoured the learned world with hib metrical 
ittionof edition of the pfalms, by which he has at leaft convinced us 
tbtpfaims, jiiat the Hebnw metre is not fo irie overably loft as wc then 
imigmed. It is true, we aie far from thinking, that he has 
aiSually dilcovered It we fhall give our reafons for it in 
the next note but th*s we are bound to fay in juftice to 
his grea*^ leainmg, the indefatigable pains he has taken in that 
work, and the powerful arguments with which he has ex- 
ploded the greateft p\rt of the Majfoietic trafh, which has 
been hitherto an unlurmountable impediment to fuch a dif- 
covery, as well as the many judicious criticifms which the 
reader will find in that edition, thit if his lordfhip has not 
quite paved the way to it, he has at leift blown up thofe dif- 
couragmg obftacles that obftrufled it , fo that we may now 
hope, that, bv the help of this elaborate piece, thofe who have 
both time and genius for fuch an enterpnze, will be en- 
couraged to follow fo noble an eximple from the prefeiit piu- 
fpefl '»f fuccefs. Having faid thus much in juftice to that 
learned author, we fhall now, with tha#TOneft freedom 
which the dignity of the fubjed deifiands of us, ofter 
our reafons why we think, that his lordlhip's new-found 
metre tomes infinitely fhort of what it appears to us to 
have originally been ; and confequently that the greateft part 
of the alterations and corrections made for the fake of it, and 
which arc to be found in every page, arc fo many devutionj^ 
from the original. And fince we find, that many of our 

) Chap 11, 13 ^ Bp Harf ub. fup ^al 
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readers expeft we fliould fay fompthinp; of this performance, 
cfpecially as il much clalhes with what we have faid in a 
former volume ^ we doubt not but if we clear the facred text 
from the pretended corruptions which our learned prelate 
thinks he has corrcdlcd in it, and the Hebrew por y from 
being fuch a low, crawling, and impel feft thing as this edition 
makes it, they will be plcafed with it ; and that the merit 
of the caufe will plead for the length of the following note, 
into which We ihall, for order and brevity’s lake, iiilert all 
that we have to fay upon that fubjc£l (E)- 


* Vol. iii. p. 

(R) In fpeaking of the facred 
Hibtew poetry in a former vo- 
lume (i), wcventuied to alHrm, 
that it was unreafonable to fup- 
pole, that an art, which, with 
refpefl: to its nobleft part, the 
llrength of eXpreffion, loftinefs 
of thought, beauty of metaphors 
and imagery, was almoft at its 
h ‘ght in Mo/es's time, and had 
been fo excellently well cultivated 
during fo many centuries after, 
ihoiild yet be lo uncouth and im- 
perfedl w*Sfh rcfpedto the metre, 
as Le C/erc, and fome other 
^critics, have made jt ; the latter 
being but a mere jingle, and 
within the compafs of a much 
more ordinary genius. And this 
argument we think will hold 
much ftronger againft that even 
heavy and inelegant bitony, 
which our learned prelate has 
given us in lieu of it i and efpe- 
ci^lly, 

2dly, If we in another 
part of his lordfhip’s affirmation, 
namely, that it admitted of no 
diilindion of long and (hort fyl- 
lablcs.but ufed them all indiffer- 
ently, ab tl c nature of the verfe, 
which is there affirmed to confift 
of no other variety than trochaic 
^nd iambic^ required. For, this 
gflfc allowed, we may fafely fay 

fi ; JV. ill. 
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with the poet, that N// non erit 
*verfus, and that there is no pe- 
riod in the Old Tefiament^ from 
Genefis to Malachty that may not 
be thus verfided, not to fay, any 
other book, in any other lan- 
guage ; for proof of which, if 
the reader will but 'be at the fmall 
pains we have been induced to 
take, he may with cafe reduce 
the whole common-prayer-book, 
either Engli/h^ Latin, or Greek, 
into the fame kind of verfe, and 
without thofe frequent alterations 
which his lordfhip has been forced 
to make in the Hebrew text. 

We may add, that quantity is 
in many cafes fo neceflary and ob- 
vious to fix the fenfe of what is 
(aid or fung, that it is abfolutely 
impoilible the facred poets (hould 
have been thus totally negligent 
of It. 

But,thirdly,That neither poets 
nor muficians from Mofes to Da^ 
vid fhould have ftumbled upon a 
variety of metres, anfwerable to 
the variety of fiibjeds treated o£ 
in the pfdlms: but that the peni- 
tential ones, th§n which nothing 
can be more grave or folemn, as 
to the expreilion, (hould run on 
in the fame merry pace with the 
euchariftical, cncccnical, epitha- 
lamical, and others of a more 

» 93 , 
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Wr return to who, having been fucceeded byJVifA^* 

mial^ after he had governe<l the fcwtjh chttrch and nation 

thirteen 


chearful nature ; or that DaviJ, 
bewailing and begging pardon for 
his fccrct fins, fliould expicfs 
himfeli in the fame leaping Arra^ 
creovtu Itiain, as when lieTpcaks 
of the mountains fkipping like 
rim , and the little hills like 
young (keep ( 2 ) ct edat qutcunque 
wh 

Lillly, If the book of pfilms, 
a book lo highly elleemed, and 
in fuch conlhnt iile, among all 
the yti/ j, tin be once fuppolcd 
to hue been lo mutdattd, as to 
fiind in ne d, not only of all that 
vail variety of toiieftious which 
aie here intioduced for fhe lake 
of tint inetr^, b if of a gieat 
min) niu vLith tint learned 
puh'^'^o \ns lu <ould not icfioie; 
It IS to h I lul, wlnt^Vvr Ins 
Ijrdfliip uiiglit think *0 thecon- 
ti^ry, i^s aithfiit/ will foon 
dvViPillc nto njtliiJig, elpecially 
if lb it be admitltil, which his 
lo-dfhip afiiinia nltvctal plates 
ol that wo»-k, that a great nutn- 
btr of thole cot ruptioh*? ha i'c been 
intro luced into tlit text, not by 
tlie 1 1 idvci teiitv ird ignorance of 
trankiibtr , but by the fupeilli- 
tior, or even maliuoub inti nt, of 
the thcmlclvob. But fuch 
a fevere cJnrge again ft a people, 
who, lor aught appears to the 
Conti i V, have rather 1 un into 
the othci extreme, ought to have 
been batktd by fome flionger 
ptoofs, than the bare llrufture l f 
tJiis new-found metre, which is 
at bell built upon a tottering 
founditiUii, and in many cafes 
upon a \>iong one, as will, we 
hope, appea* by what follows. 

'1 hefe were fome of the main 
rcalons that induced us to in- 


quire farther into the grounds of 
this new metre: and here we 
own, that his lordihip could not 
have fallen upon a better way to 
come at his intended difcovery, 
than that of framing his rules fi om 
the acrollic plalms, whofe verfes 
being confined within their alpha- 
betical limits, take away^f once 
all occafion of expatiating. But 
the misfortune was, that he made 
choice of fo fliorc a one for his 
ground and pattern, as, epn- 
liiling but of ten verfes, and by 
its Ihuflure appearing to have 
been tlcligned, like fome others 
of the like nature, to be commit- 
ted to memory for frequent ulc, 
could not afFoid that variety of 
mcafurc, Or. which is to be 
found in acroftics of a greater 
length, fuch as XXV xxxiv.xxxvii. 
and efpecully cxix. 

This laft,his lordfli^p /iltly ob- 
ferves, comes indeed vallly Ihort 
of the poetic elegancy of the rtll,* 
with n fpefl to the diftion ; but, 
as to the metre, it aftords fuch a 
beautiful variety of it, that it 
feems to contain an epitome of 
the whole Hebreiv metre 5 and 
we doubt not but if his lordflilp 
had bellowed the fame pains in 
framing his rules from it, he 
might not only have given us a 
more noble idea of the facred 
poetiy, but Iikewife faved him- 
ftlt the cndlefi, trouble of diilorl- 
iiig the text, to make it fquare 
with his own All which put 
together, gave us juft: caufc to 
think, that his fondnefs for this 
new difcoveiy had made him 
overlook feveral great beauties 
and excellencies in the lUbnnjti 
metre, which a defer and lefs , 


(a) Con pare, tntbh nctv eiittcn, Pfalm Xix» 14, w//^cxiv. 3 i ^ jf?f. 

partial 
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thirteen years, affifted him in fomepart of his office fome fcwFzraV 
years, after which we hear no more of him. Jofepbus tells death and 
us that he died and was buned ut Jirufahm , but the reft chufaHer. 

of 


Antiq 1. xi. 


partial examination might cafiJy But finding upon further exa« 
bring to light. mination, thdt E/jhtm was in fe- 

Wc had not gone far in this veral pLicca fet to anfwcr toother 
inquiry, before lome of his me- words, which were certainly bi- 
tiical emendations gave us a ma- fyllabal, as m clic following (6], 
nifeft proof of it, and fet us upon 
a much better feent. ‘We ob- 

ferved, that his lordfiiip was Joduca J 'tmrnim Ehhtm 

often forced, for the fikc of ti*e *Jcduca hammim Cullam 

vci(e, to curtail a trif; liable into 
a bi(> liable, or to firetch the lat- 
ter into the former, but more what could be a ftronger proof 
particularly the names of God, than this, that EUhwty tonhlhng 
*Jab^ Jah*vob^ and Elobim^ by of two fliorts and a long, was 
exchanging them and equivalent to the two long ones 
contrary to the text, according as in Cullam ; and conlvcjucntly that 
thevcife required one, two, or the metre admitted not 
th.ee fyllables, even as far Jis only of long and fliort fyJJables, 
eighteen times in one pfalm (3). two of the Lift of which were- 
This, we obferved, was con- equal to one of the former ; but 
llantly done in verfes w hofc he- alfo, that it confilled of trifyl- 
miltichs either in the fame lable% bifyllables, andmono/jl- 
number of fyllablcSf c icept only labics, or what the profodnlU 
in thefe names of Gou, as in the call cejutes ; furh as we find in 
following ; the Latin pentameters, and m the 

IJebi raw iambics ^ We have not 
%oom in a note to multiply ex- 
mnu amplcs- the leidvT may, b/ 
coinpaung the following one-*, 
or in parallel verfes of diffiicnt which arc e\vi6lly according to 
plalms ; in the one of which t he the text, with thofe of our learn* 
word yavoby and the other F/j- fd author, as he has been forced 
btm, and fometimes did todiIlcrtthe»n fiom it, to reduce 
occar (^)y catet is puf thus. This them to his metre, eafily guefs 
made us apprehend at firft, that what a vaft niimbei of needlefs 
if there was rcallyany fuch metre emendations tins one Angle t.rror 
in the pfalms, his loidftiip was of the i/« poetiy confiflmg 
miftaken in reading the word only of bifyllables, without di- 
nin' ya/fveby which ought to llindion of qiuntity (7), has 
^vc been a trify liable, in order given bnth to, which might 
to aQfwer to Eiobtm and Jdo- otheiwife have been happily 
oaL avoided. 

In Pfa/m Ixviii. (4) Pfaim Ivi, ix. f Corf, PJaim xiv j, ft* 

Iviuio, ©’cviii, 3, alth plur^eu ((sj Pf l&va 3 (7) ^ 

1 ^ . 

Ezkor 
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of the fews affirm, that he returited into Perjia, and died 
there in the hundredth and twentieth year of his age. They 

bear 


Ezkor MAhle-Ic-le lah 
Ezkereh xnikedem phileka 
rauka Majim Elohim 
rauka Majim jakilu (8) 
Hufhah lehez-raci 
Adonai tcihu-hati (9) 
BVlohim ahaMel da bar 
B'jahvoh ahaMel da bar (i) 

Thofe that are converfant with 
the Hebrew tongue, and facred 
poets, will eafily Tee the advan- 
tage of admitting this variety of 
feet, not only with regard to its 
fuperior elegance to a dull con- 
Ihint bitony, but alfo towards the 
further difeovery of the Hebrew 
metre in verfes of unequal he- 
miitichs ; feme of which run to 
fuch lengths above others, even 
in thofe acroflics above-mention- 
ed, that they contain even double, 
and fometimes even treble the 
number of fy llables. 

This indeed our author looks 
upon as fuch a difgrace to the 
Hebrew poetry, that, right or 
wrong, he endeavours to avoid it 
every -where, as much as polTible ; 
fometimes by the addition of one 
or more words, at other times by 
itriking them out ( 2), by elifions, 
paragogics, and fometimes by 
iplitcmg a long word between 
two hemillichs, or fometimes by 
fplitting an hemiftich into two, 
contrary to the conftant ilrufl'ire' 
of the pfalm (3) : and yet if we 
were to frame a judgment from 
the three lafl" quoted pfalnfis, 
xxxvii . cxix. artd cxxxv. one would 
be apt to think, that the facred 


Nodah Bihudah Elohim 
Bifhrael gadol Shemo 
afhirah lilivoh bekhajai 
azamrah lelohah behodi 
Elohim berob Khafdeca 
honneni beemeth jifheca 


poets thought thefe tranfitions 
from a long to a very fhort he-* 
miiUch, an ornament; and fuch 
it is thought by all, in odes, epi- 
taphs, and fuch-like, which feem 
therefore to us to come nearell to 
the Hebrew genius and metre, 
not only of the pfalms, but of the 
other poetic pieces of the Old 
T eft ament (4). 

Now this kind being fo oppo- 
fitc to the trochaic and ia?nbic^ 
which his lordfliip had pitched 
upon for his ftandard^^ we need 
not wonder, that he has fuccccd- 
cd no better in his endeavours to 
bring it to it, fincc that could 
not be done but by conflant 
ftretching, diflocating, amputa- 
tion, and other fuch -like violent 
methods, which his lordflup, 
among many other learned men, 
have julily objected againil Le 
C/erc, and others, who have at- 
tempted this difeovery. 

It is not thedchgn of this note 
to recover the antient Hebrew 
poetry, a talk for which yfc have 
neither time nor abilities ; but to 
refeue it from that contempt into 
which both it and the Hebrew 
text mud unavoidably fall, if it 
fhouid once be fuppofed, that the 


fBJ Pfalm Ixxvii. iz, 6? 17. xxxvitu ult» (i) Ivi, li. jfa) Pfm 

xxxvii. 20, 25, fcf, cx\yi,pajffl (^) /'jlcXxxvu9, (4) int» 

ah £xod, xv» dsP Lament, c, ia. , 

. forihdr 
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bear fo great a veneration for him, that they look upon him 
as a fecond Mofs, a reltorer of the facrcd books and Maf- 
fcrah^ and,* in a word, one every way worthy to have been 

their 


former confifled only in a dull, 
fleepy, and uncertain bipedality, 
and that the latter hab been fo 
corrupted and mutilated, partly 
hyytwifi fujjei (lition and malice, 
and partly by the ignorance and 
inadvertency of tranicribei s. And 
therefore, though what has been 
faid feem to us fufiicient to vindi- 
cate it in both c ifes, yet, as the 
lall IS a matter of fuch great mo 
ment, we fli .11 uke the libei ty 
to animadvert upon fome few 
more of his lordihip’s metrical 
emendation-), that the reader may 
fee how little itaion he h.id to fay. 
Ex met) 0 hqmdo appat et\ ft vjlt a 
ergo funt onnes btc viCet puts 5 ). 
We (hall begin with the iilticth 
pfalin, out of the firft ver/t of 
which he has flruck the two 
names of God, El and ELhm, 
into the ude, upon no other au- 
thoiity than tin iail<inencioned. 
Could his lordiliip indeed have 
backed It with onefmgh inllance 
of a pfalin, intilled, Mizmot cl 
Elohim^ or Huwn that tbcic was 
any aUuidiiy or intltgaiuy in 
thecxpiefTion, Ely hlohm/Jah 
or 'Jeljonjuh, tlie God of 
gods, or tlie Mighty God ; fuch 
a change might have pad for an 
amendiiKnc ; but to rcjc£l io 
noble an expreffion for tne lake 
of a metre, which is at bed as yet 
but m cmbiyo, is a uiticifm 
which few of Lis readcis will di- 
geft. 

But \s.crc it really for the fake 
of metre that his lordlh.p rejeds 
this triplicate name of Goo, how 
cafily might it have been reme- 


died by lengthening tl e verfe, 
without any violence to the text! 
as, 

ElElohtmJahfvoh dthher 
E/efs mimtji ah JhemeJfJ bud mt,boo 

or by any other way, rathe x 
than iltipping the oiigi>ul of 
fo lofty an expriflion. Bat if 
the re dei is by thi*- tunc 
reconciled to thu variety of 
mttic we have endeavoured to 
edabliAi alove, the whoh vtrle 
may be Aill m'^dc to run moic 
elegantly, and confcrmibly to 
the left of the plalms thus: 

FI elo him Jah voh dzb her 

Vajitra eitt/ n imndz lah 

Shtinefh ve haJ mwboo 

But Ills lordOiip feems to be 
fond of Ipying out difiiculties in 
the original, th'it he might have 
an cpportUiJity of ixcicihng his 
ciitiral talent. \Vc ftitill give 
thice piegnant irflances of it; 
the hrii is in the cie hih and ninth 
veifes of the forti th pliln# this 
place, obfcuie and inci luite as his 
loidfhip cills It, aftci fintc ud- 
dicional woids, ird luvv difpoii- 
tion of the original one-, he haves 
much more duk rud unintel- 
ligible, and lef-clcgii l indgi im- 
matical, than he round it, ci-* the 
reider may Ilc b> conipaiing it 
•W'lth the text * 

Now all this trouble m ght 
have been faved, and the uxC 
not only cleared, but ex.idtly ad- 
jured to the place whcic the 


epiffle 


(5) AWe fev, I. P/ol/rtl, 

s 
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their lawgiver, had not that honour be^ beftowed on Mbfes^, 
They join the books of Ezra and Nehcmiah into one, and 

• nuke 


" Vid.Sed. Hoi. Cabbal. Abr. Lfit'iT.Seph. Juchaf. Shalfhcl'eth, 
ic al. plur. 


cpiftle to the Hehrenx*s quotes 
it (6), by the Tingle addition of 
the letter D caph before the word 
himgilhthy .and which 
may eafily be fuppofed to have 
been omitted by reafon of its fi- 
milituds to the ^ beth^ or even 
by the bare changing the one for 
the ether, and reducing cemgih 
lath inftcad of hemgillath ; and 
then the verfes will run thus, 
and in the bifliop’s osvn metre. 

As a-martl hinneh bati 
then faid I, lo ! I come 
(kebim-gillath fepher catub 
(as in the volume of the book 
it is written 

halai) Jahfoth rezo-neka 
of me) to do thy will 
PJo-haikha-phalli 
O my God, I am well pleafcd 
with ic 

Vecho-rathca bctoc mehai 
And thy law is within my heart. 

The altering the points in the 
verb khapha^tu and making it 
the ^bllantive kbephzati, will 
render it dill more elegant ; and 
the fenfe will be, O my God, 
and my delight ; or, O God, 
thou my delight, and thy 
law is within my heart. 

The next is in thefixty-eighth 
pfalm, verfe 14. where the au- 
thor not being able to light upon 
a better fenfe tlia>2 that which 
the Vulgate and our verfion gives 
it. Though ye ha^je Iain among 
the pots, yet ye he as the 

ftvhirs of a dofve, $:c, has been 
forced to infert the words tehiu 
(6) Ihh. 


and ee, and to double that of 
nah with the addition of D in the 
fird. Now all this might have 
been Taved, and the fenfe made 
not only much plainer, but more 
elegant, by reading indcad 
t)f which is but a fmall al- 
teration in comparifon of his; 
and then the fenfe will be plain*' 
Jy this ; Though ye have lain «- 
mong the pots, or rather, accord- 
ing to the parallel in Genejts xlix. 
15 . Though ye Jink betvseen tvoa 
burdens, yet Jhall the dove (em- 
blem of innocence) ejeafe voitb 
her vjings covered vjitb Jtlver, 
and her feathers viith the pureji 
gold. 

The lad is in plalm cxxxviii, 
ver. 2, the latter part of which 
running thus in the text, 

KI higdalta hal col ihemca 
imrathcca 5 

which not being altogether To 
intelligible, his lorddiip rcfiifics 
by adding the word Jhem before 
and ending out the lad 
word, as abfurdly added, and 
without icnfe ; and for a proof 
of it fends us to the parallel of 
St. Paul, 

1 hope his lordHiip did not 
think imrathcca, thy word, to 
have been here malicioully add- 
ed by the Jevjs, lince, if we 
underdand the apollle right, he 
fpeaks there of Chrift the word, 
the logos made fledi, and crucified, 
and for which God has given 
him a name above every name. 


If 



t tl. , tbi 

txizkc him it : and waa certainly (o of the 

iirft, Tince he mentions nothing in it but what was done m 
bis time, and under hts eve ; and almoft every- where fpealcs 

of 


If therefore, inftead of ftriking it 
out, his lordihip had only ex- 
punged the pronoun ^ after Shm 
Without any ftrtiier alteration, 
the fimfewoujd have milth better 
taiKed with quotation 

thu^; itfr tkoif bafi maptififfl tby 
nm^^fihove ^n)iry name* Hia 
l6ta|bip could not be jgjdoraat 
wba;^ U umverially uftdetfoodby 
the Imrab^ cl^ (^iUddee 

Mamre^ ^ the Greek Logc/t^ the 
Latin f'er^, wheif applied to 
that divine 

^ Ic is true» We admit the ori>* 
ginal word intraiieca, the verfe 
\«ill be one fyllable too long for 
the foregoing; a misfortune \^ich 
often happens in the text, but 
which his lordihip is never at a 
lofs to obviate, either by an eh- 
£on or a paragogic, tho* for our 
part we? ould rather chufe to re- 
medy ic by the rule heretofore 
given of making two fhort fyl- 
lables equal to a long one. 

Much of the fame nature is 
the correction of Pfabn Ixxiv, 
3/ where his lotdlhip ftnkes 
ont^f the verfe the words 
jhuoth netnakh^ perpetual delbia- 
tions, a& abfitrd, and contrary to 
the context (in which the pfalm- 
ift begs of <$op to putan aid to 
them), and fills up the cfaafm with 
the word talbby^kiekk hefetches 
out of the eleventh Ver6, where 
he pretends it to be redundant. 

J^slordfhip# we believe, was 
the firflthuis thought It nonienfe 
for A mAt^'topray to Gon to put 
aJt Ahd ebml^etuhl, that is, 
confumt, em Ikldieito uohiter- 
ruptolncdsll^nunets befides, ciu* 
vfptd it is wei 

^itowo, dptlf not Always im 
W X 


ply the duration, but often 
ftreng^b, greatnef^ violence, jn- 
furmo mtablenefs of a thing; 
and therefore Pot only very ap- 
plicable to the then dreadful de- 
fblacions pf the fan^uary, but 
alfo very fit to be humbly repie- 
fented to that God i\hofe hand 
alone could remedy them 

But there is ilill another and 
much more natural way of clear- 
ing the ongmal, than that of 
his k)rd(liip*s, by fuppofing the 
verb CO have been oiiginally ,12:3 
neixabf fiy,> which the tran- 
fcribers not undcrftandtng, chang- 
ed It for the other, which was 
more known to them The ex- 
preffion of hfe up thy feet^ which 
alludes to a bird jufi going to cake 
Bight, confirms thisfenfc, wh^ch 
Will run thus. Lift up thy feet, 
and fly to thoie dreadful devafia* 
tions, which thy enemies perpe- 
tually commit in thy holy place. 

But this not being perceived by 
the tranfenbers, m Order to 
make their ne/zakh nran fmooth 
with the refl, they changed the 
order of the words, which pro- 
bably ran thus ? 

Hafimah pahanfeka 

Netzah lecol Malihaoth 

Herab ojeb bakkodefh. 

^ As for the word wh'ch ^ 
bis lordfiiip fetches fiom tho 
eleventh verfo, eve think it fully 
as well where it is, and where ic 
is properly the participle 
the verb to fhut ft indofo, 
the elidri by reafbn of the^fo- 
mmine, the hand, there faidto 
be ihut up in the bolbm. See a 
parallel in P/aht Ixxxvit. w. 9. 

P ?tm 
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of hifflfelf in the firft perfon ; but ifiie wrote the fecond, 
feme additions mufl have been made to it flnee his death { 
tho* the difference of ttile feems to prove it of another hand, as 
well as that of the two books of Chronldcs^ which it is not, 
however^' improbable he niioht have had the revifal of : as for 

4he 


i^ronv thefe few examples the 
reader may fee the ill confcquence 
of too great an attachment to a 
favourite fyflem : but the miA 
chief has not llopt here ; and the 
notion, that the text was fo cor- 
rupt, that nothing but thefe vio- 
lent means could pofhbly recover 
it, has fpread itfelf to other places, 
where the metre did not' want 
thofe emendations. Thus his 
lordfhip telk us, in^ his notes bn 
Pfit/m evil. v. 25 and zg, that 
the words jahmed and jakem had 
manifelUy changed places. We 
had indeed Jong before furpe£led 
feme error in the lail verb $ but 
never dreamt of this way of rec- 
tifying it. , 

But wc had not often read over 
the expreilion jahmed ruakh fe- 
gar ah lidmamah, before we ob- 
ferved a raanifcft abfurdity in it, 
fince that verb in this conjugation 
doth not ii^nify to make to fiand 
fillip but to caufc to ftand, in or- 
der to and could notcon- 
fequcntly belong to the latter, but 
to the former of the verfes, where 
it was raifed to caufe the Borsi 
; there fpoken of ; and we accord- 
ingly replaced it where it ought 
to bev 

The difficulty then was how to 
rectify the word jakem^ which, 
as it is there y^itten, mufb be 
owned to be nonienfe, unlcfs we 
take ft >a the fame figurative 
meaning which it is known "to 
havcin tiSeei.iv. 1;. znii Kiagt 
Ofie, 4. and elfewhere. But here 
the thirty-third and thirty-fifbh 

{?) Voh iii4 ^ 


verfes ojf the fame pfilm furnifii- 
edtts with a much more 
falVothan his iordfliip% iihpro- 
babble tranfpofitidn, It being ipuch 
Blorh lilcely, that a tranfetiter 
Ihbuld mifiake or overlook 
letter for another, than that 'he 
fhotild thus trabfpofe twO dhtant 
words againft all fehfe thus 
wc wrote OW' jajhem^ to tu’fiJ, 
inflead of Op** jakdht^ to raife. 
yajk^ Jheharah Udmafhah^^tii^ 
eth the tempeit into a calm, will 
then ahfwer to JdJhem naharoth 
r midbar ^ verfe 33,- h® turnetli 
the rivers into a dry wildernefs \ 
and JaJhtm midhar tagam ma* 
jm, verfe 33, a dry wilderncfs 
into a (landing water. « 

We pafs by feveral q*’icr ways 
of reftifying that feeming impro- 
priety of the verfe, which would 
be more eafy and natural than 
his ; becaufe, after all, we very 
much queilion, whethet* any 
other change need to be loade 
than the bare tranfpofition of the 
particle ? from dmamab to feheP 
rah^ and fo cnp' 

will properly fignify. He makes 
the calm to fbcceed the llormj an 
exprefiion no-ways irregular or 
inelegant. 

We (liall end this note with 
one animadverfion more on that 
learned prelate’s edition, by 
which the reader will plainly fee 
that his Ibrdlhip was not kiwaye 
fo Imppy as to takh thcftifeirfeiife 
oflhcpfalmid. ia 

a&rmer volume (7), that fwpc 
of the figures in &bred ^ok 
s ig4> 

iatt. 


7 
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the other two booliJs falfly attributed to him, and known 
* by the names of the fii A and fecond books of Efdras^ they 

arc 

arc fo high and compound, that .Of the fame naiure is that no- 
they were not ea% perceived by bic expreffion of the pfalinift (8), 
every reader. where he compares himfelf to 

i ,Ottr, learned bifliop’^ hngular to a corpfe fe- 

. Qpini;^ of ^ the rudeneft of the cicded even from among the dead, 
Btbre^ poetry hath made him alluding to the way of 

hdt only overlook many of them, burying 5 for as the graves of the 
bat even quarrel with (pine, . dead polluted the Jiving, who 
Which ought much rather to have came near them, fo thofe who 
fchiJIcnged his admiration. One djed a violent death, or under 
of them, forinftance, is \ti pfalm the anathema, were to -have a 
Ixxii. <Q, ,16, This noble.pfalm gimve feparatefrom tlic reft, lei 
» h intituled. to bjitt what they fhould pollute erm their 

iS'Wtained^^ihit, fellow-dead; and that this is the 

derflpod to t^ra die itign of allufion here intended, is plain 
theMelTiah: but be that reign bythe verfes inimcJiately follow- 
whofc it will, here is . foretold, ing, and implied in the word 
among other grpat blelBngs at- khalaltm^ which Ihould properly 
tending it, fiich an uncommon be rendered, not wounded, but 
plenty, that Fijfath bar^ a little profane, abominable, and v\ hid), 
handful of com, Town on the tops Mijad ca are cut olf from * 

of the. mounlains (naturally the thy hand, plainly ll-ewb (9) ; IVut 
inoft berren), ftiould outvie the hi.s lordlhip, having ovvi looked 
fertile Libanus for increalc. One this beautiful fiy lere, lias ftruc.k 
.would wonder now a perfon of ort the WKixd bam/rdm, as fpoih 
^ his lOrcUhip’s judgment could be ing the fenfe as vvc'.l af: the vorib ; 
diffatwfied with fo elegant a how rightly, let the rCc;dcrjmloe, 
l^rafe ; and yet he tells u3 in Jus Thus much we thougiu in- 
note^ thatunlefs the \sox^pif/uth cumbent upon us to fay of tliat 
be flowed here to have a con- elaborate work, which, if it iias 
trary fenfe, that is, to ftgnity a not anfwercd the end vvhidi iis 
great abundance, he lhall fufped learned author propofed, may 
it tohavecrept.ininfteadoffome yet be read, with great pieafurc 
- word of the like import; which and profit, not only on account 
would be, in fa£t, lofing all the of ievcral judicious critienbs 
beauty of the expreffion ; as much and obfervations wJilch the reader 
as if his loidftiip had faid, that wiil lrnd in it ; but as it wdl ad- . 
the fertile valleys ought to he in- minifter no final I helps towards 
ferted,inft<iad of the barren moun- the recon ring of the antieiu /fe- 
tain-top:' f tor where would be metre* 'As to the reft, we 
the Wondpr,; a great hcap.of darebeiicye^ic would be no fmall 
cpC4|![ll,vpsr^|^Uground, pieafurc to that learned and pious 

briiij^.forwV3^1eiuiful crop I prelate (were he living), to find 

(9) Uaxvh*.^, (*^) Cinartiittg thofi hnm, fie before, vjJiiu^ 

P * tit 
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are ]u(lly rejected : however, we fliall fubjoin a ihort ac-, 
count of each in the note (F). 

Nehe- Nehemiah^ cup-bearcr to the king of Perftay a (G) 
niah /fv/ of great learning and piety, had heard by fome of bis nation 
tWa Ju- lately come from Jerufalem^ of the ruinous condition which 
daea. 

the difeovery of hb miftakes turn not worth repeating. We like- 
(b much to the credit and vindl- wife omit fome other fabulous ac- 
cation of the facied text^ and of counts which the ekHemchurches^ 
it.> infpired penmen. and from them Mohammedans^ 

(F) The firll book of Ejeb^as have given of Ezra^^ recovering 
is no other than the firft book df and compiling the facred books, 
Exea^ with a variety of febulotts which the reader may fee iti 
circumllances, particularly that Z)’ Herbelot (3), and which feem 
of the tliree young men of Da- to be taken chiefly from the 
rius\ guard j who^ for their ex^ fourth bpok of Efdras above*^ 
quifite wifdom in anfwering his mentioned (4). 
quefUons^ are there pretended to (6 ) The text calls him barely 
have obtained, among other the fon of Haehaliah with- 
marks of his favour, the liberty out informing us of what tribe he 
of returning to Jbrufalem^ and was. 'Some therefore, from a 
ofrebuilding the temple ( I ). The paflfage in the Maccabees (6), 
Greek church is the only one that where he is faid to have offered 
holds it among the canonical^ facrifices, and from his being 
books. ' reckoned at the head of the 

The fecond book is acknow- pnefts that figncd^the new cove- 
leged by neither Jews nor Chn- nant with God (7), have aiflrm- 
Jhansy being a work which car- ed him to have been of t^e fa- 
rics the manifeft marks of im mily of Jat on, 
pofture. It is falfly pretended But as there is nothing cen- 
to have been written by Ext a clufive inallthis,anditfeems ex- 
himfelf, though filled partly with prefly contradidled by his faying 
rabbinic fables, fuch as the ac- in another place, that he was not 
count of the fix days creation, a fit perfon to Ihelter himfelf in 
particularly of Behemoth and Le- the temple ( 8) ; the far greater 
<vtathany two monflrous crea- part fuppofe him to have been of 
tures, defigned for a feafl to the the royal family of Judah (9) ; 
eled, afte' the refurredtion (2), and this is fo much the more pro- 
and parti/ with fome gofpel no- bable, becaufe we find none but 
tions, corrupted and fitted to the fuch promoted to thofe high fla- 
author’b tafte. Of this nature are tions about the king's perfon 5 
the ncarnefs of the day of judg- but never of a priell that 
ment, the appearance of the Son, was fo, till a long time after, 
ofCoDtolum, and many more and upon a quite different ac- 
count, as the fequel will fliew^ 

(I) C 4 . iij. (%) Cb, vh 49, feq. (i) SMotb, wimt.fab 

Qvatr, Ben ViJ, ^ Kffran, caf, fiacra. (4) See tn pertieSiar 

CD. XW. a*, Qfij {ij Jfebtm. i. i. (b) e.l. »i. 

I. (g) iild, (, ti. II, (jJ RcJtrtA, tn CtiM. 

Su/ti, JJtJ, Cciitiir. a al. 
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that city ftill ftood in» notwithfianding the favours which Vear of 
that monarch bad heaped on the returned Jrwi. Being there- the flood 
fore aided by the queen, who is exprefly raid to have been at ^ 90 ^. 
the table, when he made his petition to the king p, he obtain- ^'br. 
ed a commiffion from him to fucceed Ezra in the government 445* 
of Judaa^ with Ml power to rebuild and 'adorn both city 
and temple, and with frefh orders to SanhaVat^ and others of 
his officers on this fide Euphrates^ to furnifh him with all 
necefiary materials out of the royal treafury, Nehmiah^ 
having gathered a frelh fupply of men and women to return 
with him into Judaa^ departed under an cicort, whi^h the 
king had granted j and arrived at JeruJakm^ where he kept 
himfelt in private three days, at the end of which he went 
in the night, accompanied with a few of his men, to take a full 
view of the city and walls, which he found to anfwer exaftly 
the fad report that had been made of it to him at Sbujhan^ 

On the moriow he fent for the heads of the people, and in 
the great allembly opened his commiifion, which he told them 
he would immediately put in force, and fet about the fniifh-The 
ing ot the wall ; he divided the work between a number cSJimJhtd. 
great families, each of which undertook a part of a ftated 
extent, and were to build it at their own charges ; and th^ 
new governor plied them fo clofe, that in fifty-two days they 
had all completed their talk, notwithftanding the many dif* 
Gotragemencs which they met with both from within, and 
from without 

For while the work was going on, they were forced to 
bear with many bitter farcafms from Sanballaty an Hora- 
pite (H), governor ot 5^;wm,and fome others of his officers ; 
but this was nothing to fome of their underhand plots to oh- 
ftrudk it ; for they went fo far, as to hiie fome treacherous 
Jews to difliearten both the governor and people, with the 
ijpccious pretence, that they were fent from God to put a ftop 
to the enterprize. Nehmiab foon found out the cheat ; but, 
forefeeing that. his enemies would not fail to ufe force, if 
their fubdolcqs practices failed, l^rdered the people to arm 
themfelves, even while they were at work, placing ftrong 
guards to defend them, and trumpeters at convenient diftances 

P Neh£><i. ii. 6 . ^ Ibid. iii. &feq. 

t 1 • • 

(H) Probably ib called> be- ill-afe£tedtothe7r4lF«} butnovy 
be yras a native of Horo- doubly fo, fince they were likely 
naim, a du of Manb. Their tobe^poflefledlTthemofinany 
other tiyepnndpaleneiniet were a good eftate, Which they had 
T^at fho wadGeJbem fdaedon,diiTwgthdr captivity, 

the ArobUmt all confequaitly 

F 3 , from 
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from each other, that at what quarter focver they fliould 
chance to be attacked, the reft upon hearing the alarm, 
might come immediately to thoir afliftancc. But the greateft 
ohftacle of all was, that the poorei foit, who were to beat 
the greater (hare of the labour, Jnd been fo impoveriflied by 
continual extortions from the ricJi, for feme years before hi^ 
ai rival, that they hul already been forced to mortgage 
their lands, fell their fons and daughters, and fubmit to fo 
many other hardftiips, that they were quite difabled from 
purfuing it. Nehemiah^ who eatpcifled nothing Icfs than to 
hear oT fuch horrid cruelties being committed by the 
rulers, upbraided them in the fevereft t^rms , and partly by 
perftiafioiis, and partly by his own authority,# obliged them tq 
icftojc all their ill-gotten wealth to the poor owners; and at 
the fame time* took care, that they fhould be fupplied With all 
jiccellary fufteriance wh»le they,- continued in the work ^ ; 
and by thefc means defeated the meafures of the Samaritan^ 
As foon as the wall was finiflied, he caufed the dedication of 
it to be celebrated, with the ufual folehinities, by the priefts 
and Jevites « (I) ; and left the government of the city to his 
two brothers Honani and Hananiah^y whilft himfelf re- 
turned, as IS reafonably fuppofed, into PerJia{K)^ to obtain 

< anew 


' NitHiM. V. pafT, 

{ I ) Thi*? noble ceremony, 
v/lucii IS dtfcribtd in the chap- 
ter above quoted, condfted in the 
piuiJiv.ation of the priclls and 
people, that they might partake 
of the facrifices that were to be 
offered on that folemnity. After 
this they aifembled themfelv^s at 
one of the gates, whence, divi- 
ding themfeTves into two bands, 
the one of them took to the right, 
and the other to the left, ana 
jnar(;hcd m a folemn proce^on 
round the wall, till they met 
each other at the temple ; they 
were followed by the prieiU 
blowing their trumpets, with 
other fingers and muficians. 

As foOn as they were come to 
the t**mp!c, the two choirs placed 
liiemfel ves oppoilte to each others 


Ch. xii. f Ch, vii. 

and while they were^ging 
plalms proper to the 
the priefls offered a gread|H||B 
btr of facrihees, efpeci:j|^|H 
oxen; after which they^Vj^ 
the remainder of the day in^^i- 
vity. 

(K) This is indeed the moft 
probable opinion, as the learn- 
ed Pndeaux obferves (i); for a? 
his commiffion was only to repair 
the walj of the city, the only 
thing he had begged of the king, 
it likely he went tq have it 
inlarged, before he undertook 
my thing qew ; befides, it is 
not very likely, that he would 
have committed the government 
of the city to any one, whiMt 
himfelf was there prefent. 


fi) Cme&» Kk* vi. fuk CM 44/;. 
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a new commiiEon, the old one extending no farther thin tlK 
rebuilding the city-wall, which was now aftuajly done. 

Hi^HhRro yeru/{ile*f y large and fpacioits as* it was, re- 
mained but thinly peopled, the far greater part having 
fettled themftlves in the countries round about • and when- 
ever any bufinefs called them into the city, they feldom faded 
returning at night to their liabitations. Tins Nehemiah had 
indeed forbidden, while the wail was a building ; but after it 
was Aniih^d, they returned to their countiy- feats. ThX^Tht 
therefore obliged him to provide for its fafety, by catifing zpeoplhd, 
gi eater number of people to come and fettle in it. lleper- 
fuaded, at firft, the nobler and richer to build them houfes 
there ; which they the more gladly complied with, beciufe 
the country was very much mleflred with thieves and banditti, 
who made frequent excurfions againft them. After this they 
took in all that willingly offered tlumfclves to come and fettle 
there i but thefe not proving fiiAjcieut, he was obliged to 
ttke every tenth fiiinil)^ by lot ; fo that^by this time the city 
being well built, peepM, guarded, and fortified, it began 
to refume fomething of its former luftre** ; and IlerodoluSy 
who faw It foon after this time, compares it to Sardis^ the 
metropolis cA Afia Alinot ^ (L). 

Whilst Nthemlah was thus employed in peopling and 
fortifying the .city, adorning the temple, and reiiifying of 
the genealogies, ^otli of priefts and people (M), Ezra^ who 
had by dmHime finiffied his co]le£fion of the facred books, 
preparing himfclf, and fome other learned pnefts, to 
[a folemn lediure of them to the whole nation on the 



* Nchfm xi 


" His great intcreft at the Fet * 
Jwft court might then give fuch 
a difpatch to his bufinef, and 
his return to JtrvfaLm might be 
fo iudden, that he did not 
think it material to mention it 
io his hiftory. 

(L) HeritdotHs cdXh it Oidytt^i 
bat whoever reads what the learn- 
ed Pvideaux lias'faid on that fjbr 
jeet ( 2 ), will cafily think with 
him, that it could ]>e no otlier 
than fftp/alttn, 

(M) This had been done once 

before, foon after the return, as 
wjas hii^d; but not fo 

(%) QniTs 


^ Lib. lii. 

clearly, but that there were ffill 
many families of pnefts, levitcs, 
and of the people, who could not 
make put their claim to their 
tribes. It is therefore likely, 
that fome of them were ft nee 
enabled to do it, and were then 
inferted jn this new regiiter, to- 
gether with tho^e who came up 
with Nifhcmah. Several of the 
old families, that came up upon 

’ the firft edi6l* might be liy this 
time extinft ; all which is proba- 
bly the caufe of the difference 
we find in the genealogies of the 
books of Ezra and 

6io. 445« 
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next approaching feftival, which was that of tl]{e trumpets, 
ufhtring in the new year. To this end a capacious fcafFold 
or desk was raifed in one of ttic largeft ftfeets of the city, 
that the people, who came from all parts of the land to the 
j m’jiht conveniently hear it. E%ra was feated in the 

wiJi the facred volume before him ; and on each fide 
ft(;ou lix pricfts, well verfed in the Hebrew and Chaldee ^ 
'‘^‘who Intel preted in the latter what he read in the former j 
' *»n(l thi'. wMs done, as we obfeived before, verfe by verfe, 

arcl was continued from morning till mid-day. Nehmiab 
then lemmding them of the joyiul feftival they were cele- 
brating, difmiffed^them for that day, charging them to fpend 
the lemaindcr of it in fcafting and joy, and to make their 
pool brethren partake of then pleafurc. This caution vfras 
fo much the moie ncccflary, becaufe he obferved, that the 
people filed abundance of tears at the bearing of the law ; 
wliich he interpreted to proceed from fuch a remorfe of their 
pall deviations from* it, as was likdy to damp the joy of 
that f demnity As the people IheBlIed a more than com- 
mon dcfirc to have this leflurc and expofition continued to 
jj. . thtrn, Ezta complied with their icqueft, until he and his 
liad gone through the whole pcntatcucli. The grand 
feftival or tabernacles being like wife near at hand, it oppor- 
tunely liapptned, that that pait oi Leviiu us m which it is 
injomed, was read fome days before*; by w’hich thev were 
made fsnfiblc, how fliort they had been till then of ^ its due 
oblcivaiion, fo that the next they kept, was obferved wi^h 
Year of gi cater fliuftnels and folcmnity than it had been lince the time 
the Hood of ^ (N), 

1906. But this was not all the advantage which HehemUth 
Bvi Chr leaped from this leftuie of the law . there appeared fuch a 
44^ lively concern in them, whenever any point was read, of which 
they knew thcmfelves tranfgrcflors, that he made ufe of that 


* Nehim. viii. pafT. 

(N) It is fuppofed to have 
been at this folfmntty, that the 
notable difeovery happened of 
the facred fire, related in the 
hook,oi MAccabees^l^), TbeTipw/ 
atBrm^ that Jtnmiaby or foise 
other prophet, had caufed it to 
be hid in a dry well a little befoie 
the taking of JerufaUm {4} .* the 

z JSfjrr, L it, & frf^ 


y Ibid, verf, L 

k '' 

memory of it having been ilifl 
preferved to that time, Hehemah 
caufed it to beTetched out for 
♦he divine fenricc. 

In memory of this wonderful 
difeovery, the Jews infUtuteef a 
feaft, which th^ called the feail 
of the new fire. 

> » 
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happy difpoEtion to extort from them a general confeflion of 
all their fins, and a folemn promife and vow to redlify all that 
was amifs for the future ^ and this was accordingly complied 
with by all the people, efpecisdly with refpe£l: to the iour 
following heads ; namely, i. Not to make y intermar- 
riages with the Genitles^ and to difannuJ the old on s - 2. The 
obiervation of labbaths, labbatic years, and thofc divine com- 
mands which related to them » ; 3. The punftual payment 
of their yearly tribute to the temple, both for the rcpaiis 
and the mamtenanceof thedivine fervices m it : and, 4. The 
cxa<a payment of their tythes, fiifl-fruits, vows, to the 
priefts and levitcs The folemnity concluded with a gene- 
rous colledlion, which he caufed to be made among them tor 
the fervK^ of the temple : in which, to fiiew a noble ex- 
ample to the reft, he gave himfelf a thoufand drachms of 
gold, fifty dilhes, and five hundred and thirtv-two priefllv 
veftments (O), ' ^ 

Having thus, with great credit and honour, completed 
the tenor of his comm^ffibn, he returned into Peifia^ ac- 
cording to his promife to the king b, after having enjoyed 
the government of fudaa twelve years 

During his abfence, which lafted but five years, it is al- 
moft incredible, what abufes were crept into the Jewijh 
church and commonwealth. Eitajhtby whether the then 
high-^jrieft, or fome ether of the fame name, who was over- 
ieer or the temple-chambers had married his grandfon to 
the daughter Sanballat^ the pr;ofefled enemy of the Jews ; 
and had had fo much bafe complaifance tor him, as to allow Tbr tempU 
lus friend Tohwh the Ammonite^ another fworn enemy, 4 laxv^p* ofantd. 
apartment in that facred place, from which even the Ijraelttis 
who were not of the tribe of Levl^ were excluded (P). * 

' Another 

* Dehisyxd vol. iii. p. 14, &feq. a Nehem. c ix & x. 

r commentat. & Prid, 

iupra, 4 ^ 5 * 


(O) Joftphui {5) adds, that he 
built iev^ houfes for the priefts, 
in order to oblige them to reftde 
at ytrufalem. Sure it is, that 
Dj^ther his place of cup-bearer • 
rcifed his fbrtune to fuch an 
which is not improb^le, 
or yrh^r he had a confiderable 
p^imbny, to enable him, he 
did nmny gencrou and pablic- 

(lY Antif^ 


fpinted things in Judaea ; among 
which, that of maintaining a 
noble^ table, and fplendid equi- 
page, at his ^wn coft, without 
exacting the tnbute aftigned for 
the maifitenance of a governor, 
was none of the leaft. 

(P) To this end, he caufed 
thofc chamber^ wherein the 
tythes of corn, wine, and oil, 

/. Xu r. s. 


meat- 
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7he fah- ANOTHER fliamcful abufe, which had crept in during his 

laf/j pro^ abfcnce, was an almoft total difregard of the fabbath ; they 
fansd. threfted their corn, preflcd^their wine and oil, bought and 
fold froin the Tyrians^ and other llrangers, who aifedled to 
bring their mercantile wares into the city on that day, ra-^ 
thcr than on any other of the week ; .and were bafely fufFer- 
cd to do fo by thofe magiftrates, whofe, buiinefs it was to . 
have hindered it. To -prevent' this praftice for the future*, < 
Nebemiahj having reproved thofe njagiftrates in the fevereft 
terms, ordered the gates of the city to be Chut up every Friday 
night about fun-fet, and not to be opened again till the fab- 
bath was quite over; by w'bich means thofe ftrangers having: 
been difappointed tw’ice or thrice, and been threatened IVonj 
the walls with fome further puni/hment, defifted from coming 
Tori'ivarn-^ny more on tfiat day. What aggravated the folly and bafe- 
€d by the nefs of the "Jews is, that they had among them three con- 
prophas, fiderable prophets, who rebuked them feverely for their 
crimes, and warned them .of the dreadful puniihmcnts which 
they would bring upon them. 

^he nMor- 'VnESt. were Zechariah, Haggai^ jVIalachi^ of whofe 
Jhip re-- ‘remarkable prophecies the reader will find a fhori fummary 
Jlored in the note(Qjs but what the authority of the prophets 
' - , could 

xneac-ofFerings, &e. ufed to be which fome of the greatefi per- 
rcpoficed, to be emptied for his Tons wftre concerned ; |ji. it the 
accommodation, 'i'his mifehief bafe cowardice of the prieft, and 
was followed by another : and the impudence of the Ammonite^ 
the priefts, feeing the temple pro- were too flagrant and impious tp 
faned by that ftranger, their be fuftered by a man of his cha- 
apartments given to his retinue, rafter. As foon therefore as ha 
and rifled of that which was laid was come to JeruJalem^ and hW 
up for their own maintenance,for- been witnefs of the feft, he 
fook the place, and went to live expelled the gentile ftranger out 
clfewhcrc, where they could j of his apartment, caufed all his 
an^ this caufed an intermiflion furniture to be thrown out, the 
of] the divine worlhip. It is not place to be purified, and the 
improbable, that Nehmierh^ who, priefts and holy things tp be re- 
even at the diftance he was then placed q.5 formerly, 
frbm Jerufalm, kept ftill a Zechariah^ forthe nuin- 

watchfuJ eye over it, was foori ber^ exceller^y, and precifenefs 
informed of ihcfe ^ufes ; fo that, of his prophecicti, is emphaticalr 
having procured a frclh comraif- ly termed Sol inter ^irophetas 
fion from JftaKerxeSj he return- nores ; he was cotemporary with 
ed to Jerufulem at the end of five Ezra^ Nehemiah, Haggaiy ' ftRji 
ri^rs from his departure. A Maltichi^ if this laft be ftot tile 
lefs authority than his, or a man fame with Ezm, begaA’^to' 
of Ms zeal, could hardly Jitvc prophefy about two months after 
ventured to reform an abufc, in apd, with hiiri, to cn- 

(fomwge 
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could not do, that of the governor’s prefence foorfSbrought 
about ; fo that,befidcs thofe abufes we have already ob fenced, re* 

be re£lificd a number of others^ which were no Icfs 
mous ; one of which was the ceafing of the divin)? worfliip Nehe- 
through the avarice of the people, who, refufing to pay 
priefts and levites their tythes, and other dues, had forced 
them to feek their living out of the temple and city. ‘All 
tbefe Nehemiah reftored to their forener regularity, and re- 
formed every thing that was amifs, not probably all at once, 
as one might be to think, from their being mentioned 
fogether in pne chapter <1, but at fevcral times, apd as op- 
portunity fetvccl. 

^ Nehem. c. ult. 

courage the rebuilding of the church (6) hitvc indeed fufpe 61 * 
tcnjplc, by affuring them of the ed the ninth, tenth, and eleventh 
divine piotc^.^lion and bleffing on chapters, which are a continued 
the work. difeourfe or prophecy of the fame 

But thefe prophecies are in- events, to have been of 
confiderablc, in coinparifon of becaufe a formal paflage out of 
thofe which foretel the coming it is quoted by St. Matthe^iu un- 
of the MefTiah ip the plaineft der lus name (7). Some other 
terms ; the cruel war which rcafons they give for this their 

tiochm Epfhancs waged againft conjecture, which the curious 
the Jt wj, a ud G o u’s fcverc j udg- may read in thofe authors, 
ments that tyrant; the But the general opinion is, 

Jt iViyj'^var with the Remans, and that the name of Jeremy has crept 
the death of the MclRah; the into that place of the evangelift, 
annulling of the old Mofuic co- inftead of that of Zechariah. 
venant, and the new one fub- How long he prophcficd, and 
ftituted by and under Chrift; the what death he died, is no where 
thirty pieces of filver; the fiege f^d/T\\cMohammedans zoidtkVind 
of B^ylon by Darius, as Jtremy him with Zechasias,\)xo father of 
and Jfaiah had done long before 7 ®^" the Baptift. 
him ; from which it is fuppofed As for Malashi, of whom wc 
the Jinjos took .timely warning, have had occahon to fpeak be- 
and retired out of it. Laftly, &re, the current of his prophe* 
he fpeaks glorioufly of the Hate cics runs intirely againft the vile 
of the Chnftian church j of the abufes that were crept into the 
converfion of the gentiles to it 5 Jervijh church and ftat J fuch 19k 
of the perfecutions which the mix^ marriages, breach of the 
Chriftians Ihould endure ; and fabbiuhs, and fabbatic years, op- 
the fevere puniihmcnt of their ^prefting the poor, defrauding the 
TCrfecutors, and other fuch-ljke *priefts and levites of their tythes, 
events contained in the ninth and and fuch other enormities which 
foHowing chapters of his pro- were aftciwards reformed by lie- 
pheCies. hemiah* 

^ ^ome learned critics of our 

Hatmwd, in Mufti, /• Iv. gpip, 3!. (yj jlflatti, xxvii. 9, 

' * * ALt 
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lldy jit ii ' A LI, thefe enormities, introduced within the fhort interval 

iuYts ur- of lils ahfence, being manifeftly owing to their ignorance or 
foigcifulnefs of Mofaic \2iw^ foon pointed out to him, 
rcant. " that the only way to remedy them, was to inforde the fre- 
quent Icfturc and expciltion of it, not only in ferufaUm^ 
hut alfo in all other cities and places ofjudaa^ as it had been, 
formerly done with good fuccefs by fome of the pious kings of 
Judah. I'hefc leftures were probably held at firft in fome 
gie.uftrcet or market-pLce, fince we read of no buildings 
ti’LcfcJ for that purpofe before this time (R) j but, as they 

quickly 

(R) We have formerly ces,- might be chofen out of any 
lhewn(8), that before the cap- tribe; only they took care tq 
tivity tney ufed to alTemble have always one or more of the 
thenifelves at the fchools of the prieftly order ^ to prefide, and 
prophets on the fabbaths, new fee that the fervice was per- 
moons, and otlicr fellivals, to formed with due order and 
have the Scriptures explained to decency, 
them j hut, to fynagogues, The perfon who was appoint- 
w'c read notJiiiig prccife con- ed to read the liturgy, was called 
cerning them ; at leufc, it doth JbcUnch vuhhor^ that is, the angel*' 
not appear, that if they had any or inc/fengcr of the congrega- 
fucli places for the reading and tion, bccaufe he offered up the 
expounding of the Scripiaret,, pray ers- of the people to God, or 
they were undei fucb flrid rules, was ^the moutli or reprefciitativc 
and in fucli numbers, ns we find of the congregation to Gj|dward ; 
them after Nd-etnirJis time. and as a mefl’enger from God to 

As to the regulations of thefe men was called an angel of 
new fynagogues, they may be God, fo one from men to God 
reduced to the three following w as liilcd an angel of the people, 
heads : i . The^ were to be un- In this fenfe the Chriilian bifhops 
der the infpedion of certain were called the angels- of the 
rulers, called from thence, rulers churches. This perfori was always 
of the fynagogue; and, by the one of the rulers of the fyna- 
Greek archifynngogoi, 2. gogue. He was alfo called kha» 

They had their flaied times for kam^ or wife, learned, as werp 
coming to them ; to wit, on the alfo the other rulers ; and pre- 
(abbaths, and other fcaft and fall fided in their aiTemblies, md 
dbySy and on Mondays rndThurf- fometimes in their courts of ju- 
i ihey had alfo their Hated dicature. 
hours for each day. 3. They j^ext to bim was the 
had proper minsfters appointed, who cither read, or looked ov^, 
fome to rend and expound the* tM^e whoofierri themfelves^ to 
current ledion out of the facred read the fefiions of the day^ an.d 
hooks, others to read the liturgy, cbrredled them when they 
others to fing, ^c. and ’thefe, wrong: this officer liW the fa^ 
provided they were in ^jvery re- cred books, and ’ other . uteUidlry 
jpccl dfe qualified for thofe offi- under His care ; and had ifeiamas 
^ {,%) Vith IM. p. 3z6, fif, 
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quickly found the inconvenience of it in cold and rainy 
weather, it is not without good reafon fuppofed, that this 
obliged them to build fome convenient places to aflemble in, 
which have been fince known by the name of fynagogues and 
Ichoois. For the fame purpofc the Chaldee paraphrafcs, Chaldee 
known by the name of targums, were affo introduced miic\\p^rnihra-‘ 
about the fame time, to facilitate the knowlege of the Mojaiefi^ 
law,' and of the other facred volumes, arnong thofe who 
unacquainted with the original ; but as thefe were not finifli- 
ed till a cdnliderable time after NehemhI/fi death, wc Ih.ill 
take a more proper time to fpeak of them. Thus far had 
this great man carried oh the reformation of the Jeivijh chmch 
and ftate. 

How long Nehemiah lived after he had made this rcfor-Nchc- 
mation, whether he continued in his place of governor, and^^iah ^ 
whether he died in Judeea^ or in Perjia^ neither the 
nor Jofephus inform us j only the latter fays, that he died in 
an advanced age $ and indeed even at the time where his 
book ends, he muft have been at leaft feventy years *of age. 

In his days, and about the eleventh year of Darius Nothus, 
died the high-prieft Eliajhiby after he had enjoyed the pon- 
tifical dignity forty years; and was fucceeded by his {onjoiada^ 
called hy^ofephus^ yudas the unworthy father of that aVIu- 
najfes (S), whom Nehemiah had forced to retire into Samaria 

' , , 

Antiq. 1 . xi. fubfin. ult. cap. 5. ^ Id. ibid. c. 6. vid. 

Nehem. xii. 10, 

Or fervant under him, who had pfalms and hymns that ufed to 
the ^ keys and overfecing of the be lung by the whole coiigre** 
fynagogue ; but the kha^Lan'^ gation. 

chief bufinefs was to expound the (S) As for the unworthy foil 
portions of Scripture that were of Joiada, whom jofephus calls 
read on that day, or to appoiirt Manaffeh^ inllcad of complying 
gr permit any other to do it for with, die governor’s orders, of 
hint, or to preach a fermon on parting with his ftrange wife, hft 
fome proper fubjeft. retired with her to Samana, to 

Thus, when Chrift ’was en- his father-indaw; and drew a 
tered into the fynagogue, wc great many other rebellious 
read, that the book of Ifaiab was after him, who had been guilty 
prefented to h;m, which he re^d cither of the fame, or any of 
and 'expotfnd^ to the congre- thofe • enormous crimes, which 
gation (9)5 the like was alfo were then reforming 
do^ by the apoiyes (1). This and went and fettled, themfelves 
khwtan was likewife the perfoA under the prote^ion of Sanbal* 
who ^Ve ont mid began thofe laty the Samaritan governor. 

(9) idaL xiiif ^4, Luke ir,' i6, ^ fef, . ( i) xiii. 1 c. 


far 
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for the fake of his beloved wife(T). Whilfl: that governor 
lived, he fupported his charafter by the moft exemplary zeal 
for religion, juftice, and the good of his nation ^ and die 
dignity of his office by a magnificent hofpitality (U). 

After his death, the faee of that government was wholly 
thanged. We hear no more of any governors of "Judaa ; but 
the country Teems to have been joined and ftihjedt to the pre- 
ff£lure of Syria^ from ivhich the high- priefts received their 
Year of authority, as fhall be feen in the next fedtioni All that need 
the flood added to this is, that dean Prideaux concludes tlie fevpil 
feef^^Chr weeks of the feventy of prophecy, with this laft 

400 i’cformation of Nehe?niah above-mentioned^ which iVas finiih- 
, ed, according to him, in the fifteenth year of Darius Nothus, 
The reader may fee the proofs for it in thatlearned authoi g. 

8 Conhcft. L vi. fub an. 409. 

(T) Jofrphus adds (2^ that thor tells us farther, that Ma- 
Sanballtit, to compenfate him for najfcs^ fucceeding afterwards to 
the lofs of his right to the the high-priefthood of Jcrufdem^ 

prieftbood, which his birth in- in right of his great une'e (or, 
titled him to, promiicd to make as others read it, nephew)^ came 
him high-prielt of Samaria^ and and took poflfeflion of it ; bat he 
to bellow on him the higheft doth not inform us how% or whe- 
place in the whole province. In ther he renounced his fchilm, nor 
order to which, he would cauTe how he was received by-'thofe of 
a temple to be built on mount 'yudeca (3). We lhall give a 
G^rixzim, rcfcmbling that ofje- further account of the builSiiig 
ru/aleptj of which he Ihould hav'^e of this Samaritan temple in, the* 
the high-priefthood. next feftion. 

Accordingly, as our author (U) The daily provifion of 
goes on, 'that governor, having his table was an ox, fix fat Iheep, 
gone aver from the Perfians to with fowl, filh, wine, and other 
Alexander the Great, obtained of things in proportion ; at which 
him, as a reward for his fervices, he entertained, befides an hun- 
leave to build that temple, and dred and fifty of the head rulers^ 
made his Ton- indaw high-pridl who eat conftantly with him, all 
of it, To that all the apollate the Ilrangers of any diftihdlibn, 
Jew repaired to it ; which ftiJl who came from other countries 
more incrcafed the hatred of to Jerufalem i all which he fup- 
thofe of Judera ; who, from that ported at his own private charge, 
time, looked upon them as fchif- and without receiving any of the 
matics. ' ‘ allowance which was ufually paid 

This ftory carries a flagrant to the governors of that province, 
anachronilhi ( unlefs we fup- who had preceded him (4)^ 
pofe two Sanballats), Thatau- 

(2) Ant, I, xi* f. J, 8, Gfr. (3) tib, xii, e, 3, Nebem, v* 17, 
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fbe (tf tbe JfeWS. 

SECT. II. . 

Tbe Slate of the Jews under tbe High-priejis and 
Maccabees. 

TJ I T H E R T O we have had Ezra, and Nehemiah for our 
guides: after them we have no canonical books concern- 
ing xhe y^wij!) nation ; fo that we (hall be forced to fetch all 
our intelligence from thofe of the A^accabees^ and up all 
the chafins out of Joffphus j for, as for profane authors, they 
were fo little acquainted with the Jewsy that we have little 
or nothing from them, but what* falls in occafionally with 
other parts of their hiftory. Judaa beiQg now become more 
flridly a province of Syria^ and under the prefcfturc of it* 
the governois committed the adminiftration pf the Jewjh 
ftate to their high-prieftsi fo that from this time we may 
aferibe the greateft part of thofe misfortunes that befel their 
nation, to a fet of men, who afpired to that high dignity^ 
more through ambition and avarice, than any real zeal for 
their religion, or the welfare of their country. This epoclxa 
begins' wilh a fignal inllance of it, which is the more rc- 
niatkable, bccaufc we have it from Jofephus^y who is not 
often apt turn accufer cf his brethren. 

Jobhnan fucceeded his father Joiada in the high-prieft- Vear of 
hood.^, about ♦ihc thirty-fourth year of Artax^erxes Mnemon.^^ flood 
Bo^ofes^ being then governor of Syria and Phoenicia y had ’97.v 
contradted an intimate fricndfhip with y^ffmay the brother of 
tb^;pOfltilF ; and had promifed him a grant cf the high-prieft- 373* 
hood, Tome few years after yohanan's inveftiturc. yefinia^ 
whom OUT hiflorian calls y^fusy came immediately killed he 

falmy znd acquainted his brother wdthit: their Hiterview/^^v 
was in the inner court of the temple, wdicre the difpute arofe 
to fuch an height, that yobauany in ftriving to throw him out 
of that holy place, gave him a mortal wound. Bagoffiy 
being informed of it, repaired immediately to the place, and * 
upbraided the yevj^ iu tiie fevereft terms, for thus making ^ 

Ibambles of the temple of their God: he next offered td 
•nter into that holy place j but, being obftruited by the priefls, 
he asked them angrily, wheth(?r they thought his living body 
more impure, than the dead carcafe which lay there ; and, 
without flaying for an anlVvcr, forcibly entered in j and, Johanan 
being fully informed of the fadl, he impofed an heavy it* 

» Ant. I xi, C f . ^ Nehem, xii. HySc JiZ. 

upon 
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Upon the temple (A), which was not taken off, till the death 
of Artaxerxes^ which happened about fevcn years after, had 
changed the face of affairs.. However, they were not alto- 
gether free from troubles in the reign of his fucteflbr 5 for 
Ochus, having conquered the greateft part of Phcemcia^ as wc ^ 
have feen in a former volume marched direftly towards 
heficged and took Jericho^ and carried off a great 
hit: i/j. of captives, part of whom he fent into 

V. - Hyrcama^ along the Cafpian fea«*. Whether 

h:i j engaged with the Phoenicians againft that prince, or 
oihcr way they had difobliged him, our authors do 
lot tc i! uj, ncr whether his refentrnent flopped here, or was 
fel^ in an} other part oijudaa. About ten years after, that is, 
in tiiv eighteenth year of that monarches reign, died Johanan^ 
llieir high-prieft, in the thirty- fecond year of his high-priefl- 
JadLua hood ; and was fucceeded by his Ton Jaddua ; and, three years 
pccrtJf after, Ochus was poifoned by BagoaSy who fet up his youngeft 
Johaiian. A7 faces on the Perfian throne, v/ho was foon after fuc- 

ceeded by Darius III 

See vol. V. p. 291, & fcq. ^ Josepu. ex Hecat. contra 
Apion. lib. i. Solin. Syncpl. &al. See before, vol. v. 

p. ZC)^, & feq. 

( A ) This fine, which our all the copies have it fiffy ; but 
hiilorian fays was fifty drachms, even this would be ftill too in- 
to be paid out of the (acred trea- confiderable, confidering how he 
fury, for every lamb that was inveighs againft it as a great op- 
oflered in the temple, can hardly preftion j beftdes, thofe gover- 
be thought confiderable enough nors were feldom fo moderate in 
for the complaint which their fines, efpecially where the 

made, if it was only confined to crime was fo enormous, 
thofe two lambs that were offered We may therefore reafonably 
in the daily facrifice. For fifty fuppofc, that it was levied on all 
draclims amounting but to a little the lambs, not only of the daily ' 
above thirty-one ftiillings of our facrifices, but on thofe of all the 
money, feven hundred and thirty other feftivals, which amojunted 
^ lambs, thv number offered every to a much greater numl^r, as the 
year, would amount but to eleven reader may fee by what has been 
hundred and forty pounds twelve faid in a former volume, and on ' 
(hillings. dl 'thofe that were offered by 

Some therefore, have tliought * private perfons, whether by way 
there was an error in jefephis ; of free-will offering, or upon any 
and that the fine was five hundred other cafes, wherein the layif re- 
inftead of fifty drachms, tliougJi ^uired it(i). 

(X; See bijite, vol. Ki. p* i$, ^ fej* . ^ fip 


In 
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In the fourth year of this prince's ireign, thc^rwr gave him 
fucli an inftaiKc of th ir loyalty, as plainly (hewed they had 
not forgot what they had fuffered fiom Ochus for fidmg with 
bis enemies, Alexander the Great^ refr Wed upon the 

fiege of and being informed that the Tyrtanty a nation 
wholly given to trade, received all their provifions from Ju^ 
rfaw, Samarta^ and Galilee^ fent to Jadaua the then high- 
priefl, to demand that fupply of them, which they were wont 
to pay to the Perjians. Jaddua modefliy excufed himkW His fde- 
from complying with his demind, alleging, th<»t his oith oi 1 0 
fidelity to Danus did not permit hup to transfci that tribute 
to an enemy. AUxande^\ provoked at this refufai, haamo 
fooner completed the rcduAion of ^yre^ than he marched ftrnt 
tojerufalem, refoVed to puniih ihtyiws with as creat feverity 
a^ he had done the Tynans. He was adtancini; with full fpeed Alcxin- 
to wards th^ir metiopolis, when the high pm ft, and the icll dci’j ?/- 
of the people, icnlible of their imminent danger, had 
to Goo, and by thur prayers, faciificcs, and other afts of 
humiliation, obtained a gracious promtie from him, that he 
would piort6l his temple and people from the approaching 
cal mit^ It was communicated to Jaddua in a dream, in 
which hi w IS commanded to go and meet thp thic lining 
conqueror, in his pontifical lobts, at the head of rll his pnefts. 

Hi tijcir proper hibits, and attcnHcd with the reft of the people 
drefled^in white garment**. Ja Idua obeyed on the next moin- 
ing, and, having cauftd the gates of the city to be opened, 
marched in fo' n pioceffion at the bead of his attendance, to 
an eminence called tsapha^ oi lather 7 hcvaufe it ccni- 
manded the profpcfl t f the whole city and tempk. 

foon as ihci nici able pi elate was come neai enough foi /fpptnfia 
AUxander to view tb^ magiufictnce of his dief, cipeciall) /> 
the ficred n^me of God engraven on the front of his 
he was k zed with fuch an awlul refpeft, that he advancci/^c't ' ^ 
towaids him, and with a religious kind of veneration bowed 
tohm, embneed him, and pud aft adoration to the facred 
infcnption on his forehead. Whilft the Syrians^ Phccrutans^ 
and others that wire prefen t, ftood mazed at the firrh*-, Put-- 
memo^ with lus ufual fijjedom, ventured to afk Imn the ' 
reafon of this untypcifted bch'wiour , and w is pn^'*’ \ d by the 
king, that this icipcet, which was not paiJ to tn [ ricft, but 
to his God, wa an pcknowlCgcraent for i vilim ol the^ 
like nature, which he hid favoured him with at D/z/, m 
which he promifed to him the conqueft of Perfa^ md en* 
couraged him in this expedition by sy perfon of mu<-h the 
fame afprft, and the fame venerable drds, with tnt p luifiF 
now before him. He then gave orders to maich on m Jt^u Marchs 
faUm^ and was attended thither by the high pi left a.id his rc /a jeru- 
VoL. X. tmuc, falcin 
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tinuc, and condu£led to the tcni^de, where he caufed a great, 
number of vidims to be oft'ered to the God of the Jewsm 
'"I’he reader may fee an account of this tranfaSion in a former 
volume f 5 as well as of the great favours which that monarch 
granted to tlic and his pollponing the requeft of theSj- 

fnariia^is to another opportunity. All that we need to add here 
is, that tJie temple of the latter on mount Gurizzim proved 
the foiirce of continual evils to the fews^ and the conftant 
afyliim of their apoftate brethren, who never failed to go over 
to the Samar itansy as foon as they found thcmfelvcs in danger 
of punilliment for any enormous crimes g. 

Alexander at the fame time conferred many favours on the 
feviiiy a great number of whom, at his return into Alexandria^ 
he fettled there among other nations, and endowed with large 
privileges and immunities, allowing them the free cxercife of 
their religion, and admitting them to the fame franchifes and 
liberties with liis own Macedonians h. But what gave them 
the grcatelt advantage over tlicir Samaritan rivals, was an in- 
furredion made in their capital againll his favourite Andro- 
7nachuSy whom he had made governor of Syria and Palajltne ; 
an account of which the reader will find in a former volume K 
IVnjAfa- All this while the Jews continued in his favour, both in Pa^ 
n^'ured by hrjtine and out of it: only thofe that were in his army, were like 
Aie’xaii- to have forfeited it by their ftifl'refufil to affi/Vat the rebuilding 
• of the temple of Belus^ which that monarch had begun. The 
invincible conftancy with v/hich they bore his fcvcreirpunifli- 
ments, wrought at length fo far upon him, that he difeharged 
them from his fervicc, and fent them into their own country ; 
and he himfclf dying foon after, left his empire in the confufed 
ftate we have feen in a former volume'^. Four years after 
jaddna Jaddua the Jcivijh liigh-prieft, in the twentieth 

jucr^dL-d jjjg pontificate, and was liiccceded by by his fon OniaSy 

by Omai>. enjoyed that dignity about one-and- twenty years. 

^heir rnl- WiTH Alexander died the profperous ftate of th^Jews: and 
ferabte thcir country, being lituate between Syria and Egypty became 
Jlate under {\jAdic{\ to all the revolutions and wars, which his ambitious 
Alexau- fuccefTcrs waged againfteachotfter ; being fucceflively invaded 
dcr’-ryj/f- captivated by tlie Syrians and Egyptians y and conftantly 
opprefled under either government. At firft it was, as we 
have feen clfewhere, given, tog^nher with Syria and Phceniciay 
to Leornedon t{)e MityUnian^ one of AlexandeP% generals 

• ^ Vol. viii; p. 534, & feq, % liECAT-ffius Adder, ap. Joseph. 

cont. Apion. 1. ii. Id. ibid. & bell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 36. Vid. & 

Qlmnt. Curt. 1 . iv. c.8. ' Vol. viii. p. 543, & feq. ** Joseph. 

.cx Hecat. lib. i. cont, Apion. * Vol. viii. p. 543, & feq. 

* Chron. Alex. Euseb. inchron. Joseph, ant. 1 . xi. c. ult. See alfo 
rol. viii, p. 654, &feq.ix, p. i. Sc feq, 

1 and 
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and confirmed to him by . a fccond parti tion- tr'ea ty ; luit he Year of 
being foon after ftripped ot the other two by Ptolemy ^ "Jiidita the fiood 
was the only one wliich Hood firm tohim, from a fenfe of tlieir 202S. 
oath of allegiance; fo that the ^Egyptian king -v-is foiced to Be f. Car. 
invade it with a powerful army, and accordingly laid clofe 3^^* 
fiege to Jerufalc?n, The place, being ffrongly fortified by art 
and nature, might have found him work enough, had not a 
fuperftitious fear of breaking the faboath prevented the be- 
fieged making any defence oii that day ; which facing under' Jcrufalem 
Hood by the king, he caufed it to be ftormed on the fabbatJi, h 
and accordingly took the city without any oppoiition This Ptoleniy, 
did not however prevent his treating them with great fcvcrity ; 
he carried near an hundred thou land of them captives mtuEgypfj \oo,cco 
but refledling foon after on their known loyalty to their forinei Jews 
conquerors, and the facred regard they paid to their oaths, carried 
and being by the taking of Jerufalc 7 i! become maffer of Ju- cf'pfivt: ^ 
daa and Samaria^ he committed the keeping of fevcral con- 
fiderablc garifons, both here and inEgypty to them ; and leaving 
made them fwear allegiance to him, and to his htirs and fuc- 
ceflbrs, endowed them with the fame privileges they had 
enjoyed under the A^acedouians (li), 

® Agathar'^ ap. Joseph, cont. Apion. I.i. Arist. in libcll. de 
hxx interp. 

(B) Of tliofe whom he carried whom was yct/h?;, author of the 
away info Egypt ^ he chofe about hillory of the Maccabees in five 
thirty thoufand of the ftouteft to books now loil, but of which the 
fill his garifon:» : liic rcll he fent, fecond book of the Maccabees is 
fome to affifl them with provi- an epitome (4). Of the fame 
iions, others into Libya and Py-^ country were thofe 
rcfie, which he had lately fuh- mentioned- by St. Lube and 
diied(i). dppiafr iidds^ that he that Simojt, vvho helped to hear 
demoli filed the walls of Jeru/a- the crofs of Giriil (6). ^ 

/<?w before he returned home (2). This ^enAiijh colony grew in 
However, he fhewed fuch hind- time fo numerous, as to have an 
nefs to thofe Je^s that came to hundred thoufand of them put to 
fettle in that great num- death for one mutiny 

bers of them, being attrafted, time; and yet, in a fucceeding 
partly by the fertility of the reign, they proved ftrong enough * 
country, and partly by the great to mafter the whole province, * 
privileges they enjoyed, flocked and, as Xipbilitws tcils us, in the 
thither from other parts (3). Jife of .to malfacre two 

From the latter of the coun- hundred thoufand inhabitants of, 
tries above-mentioned, were de- other nations, 
feended theC^m/tw/7fw,axnong 

(l) Agathar, apJJofeph, eont, ^pion. I, i, AriflAnUbtlUde hX^interpr. (z) Ap- 
plan, tiyn'jc. p. 119,6’ /#-/. (3) Jofipb. anu<i. L xli. c. j. (4.) /O'i 2 LCcuab^ 

n. (ji /l-ii ii» vi, 9. [p) Maetjb.xx.vu, 32, 

0.2 By 
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By this time the Samaritans^ who daily increafed in num- 
ber, ftrength, and wealth, by the continual concourfe of 
apoftate fnvs^ made Sichem their metropolis, inlargcd and 
beautified it, and, as we hinted before, made it the head of 
capttal^of theij- fchifrnatic fe£l ; and as they were neither fo fcrupulous 
the Sama- about their oaths of allegiance, nor fo tenacious of the precepts 
rjtans. the^Wi7yi7/V law, as their rivals oijudaa were, they foldom 
made any fcruple to fide with the ftrongeft, and, if occalion 
required, to comply with the vifill of their princes, even rn 
things which were abfolutely forbidden by their law. This 
policy, which they never loft fight of^, as the fequel will foon 
fhew, not only freed them from the many pcrfccutions which 
tlfe feivs underwent, but made them fare much better under 
every government than they ; fo that from this time, not only 
thofe who fled from Judaa to efcape punifliment, but a much 
greater number, came over to them, to avoid either perfecution 
on account of their law, or the tyranny and oppreflion of their 
governors. As therefore this fefl became fo numerous and 
of t f' ha- povvcrful, as to make a confiderable figure in the fcwijh hi- 
maritans. ^tory, our readers will doubtlefs expeft to be informed, how 
far their religion agreed or differed from that of the fnvs \ and 
by what ftrange arguments they have, ever fince their repara- 
tion, endeavoured to prove their claim of -precedence to, ■ 
and to retort the imputation of fchifm upon them ; fince we 
have already feen, that they were originally a mixture of 
Cutheans^ and other foreign nations, feat thither by the Af- 
fyrian kings, inftcad of the ten tribes carried away captive by 
thcinj artdmow become a more mixed and mongrel nation, 
by the conftant refort and incorporation of all the renegade 
feius This digreffion, if it be really fuch, is fo much the 
more neceflary here, becaufc it will be impollible, without it, 
to djve into thofe perpetual jars and difputes that have been 
• ever fince, and are ftill, carried on between thofe two nations 
with the utmoft irreconcilcable hatred. However, that we 
may contratl as much as pofliblc, we fhall only give here what 
is moft material concerning their tenets", and throw all their 
fabuloui authorities and pretences, as well as thofe of ^cjeius 
againft ' them, into a note (C). 7'he following articles 

therefore 


Sec before, voj. iv. p. i6i, & feq. 

(C) Wc Jhall begin with the feended from Jofeph by Ephraim ; 
account which the Samaritans tliey pretend, that wh^nyojhua 
give of their origin, in oppofltion entered into the promifed land, 
to that which we have from the he caufed a temple to be built 
facred books, concerning them : upon mount Garizzim^ and ap- 
III, I’hcy boall themfclves de- pointed Ruz of the feed of Aaron. 

to 
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therefore arc a fliort fummary of their faith in common with, 
and ill oppolition to, that of the 

I. They 

to officiate as high-prieft, from being exprefly fo’ '^erufahm^ and 
whom they boaft to have an exa£l the other for Garlx'*Am, 
genealog]j,and uninterrupted fuc- To end the difpute, they 
ceffion, down to this very time, agreet^ that' that copy, which 
They neither own ytroboa 7 nh witJillood the fiery trial', fhould 
fchifm (6), nor the tranfmigra- be the authentic one; upon w^hich 
tion of the ten tribes (7); but having flung his own 

give the following account of into the fire, it was immediately 
their going out, and returning confumed, whereas that of the 
into the land. ^avtariian chief came three times 

The kings of Jerufalem and ‘ untouched out of the flames. 
Syria, fay tncy, having revolted This miracle, they add, having 
againll Bachtnizzar (fo they call determined the controverfy in 
came and took their favour, the king honoured 
yerufaicni, and went from thence them with rich prcfents,^and fent 
to the Sichemiies, whom he or- Sanhallat at the head of his ten 
dered to leave that country in tribes to take pofTeflion of mount 
feven days, under pain of being Garizzim, where he built the 
maflacred, which they did ac- temple in difpute. This account 
^cordingly . 'Fhe flrangers whom they give us out of an old Samar/- 
he fettled in and Sichc?ii chronicle, which they pretend 

foon after, could not live there, to be of great antiquity and autho- 
bccaufei the fiiircft fruits of tJie rity ; but tliofe who have exa- 
land were tainted with a mortal mined it, tell us, that it was writ- 
poifon. Thckin;]; of hav- ten in the reign of feme of the 

ing thereupon coiifultcd fomc of Chriftian emperors,and after Con- 
the antient inhabitants, was :m- ftanttnc (8), unlefs we fuppofe it 
fwered, that the only remedy to to have been continued from 
that evil was, to fend the time to time. However, let tl\c 
thither again , which that prince chronicle bear what date it will, 
having agreed to, a place of ren- it is plain by the Samaritan wo- 
dezvous was appointed for the man's queftion to our Saviour (9), 
and Skhunites to return Our fathers nxorjhiped on this 
together each into their own land. momUain, and ye fay, that 
Here a difpute arofe be- falem is the place, that they 
tween therft, whether they Ihould claimed this authority long be- 
go and rebuild the temple of fe- fore ; and accordingly their pen- 
rufakm, or that of Garizzim, tateuch, of which we lhail fpeak 
Zeruhhahcl was for the former, by-and-by, among other inter- 
and Sanhallat for th% latter, and •polations, has tJianged the word 
each pleaded the fanilion of the Ehal for that of Garizaim, where- 
pcntateuch ; and each pretended, ^ver thofe two mountains come 
that the copy of* his antagonift in compeiitiort. 
was corrupted, that of the former ■ The frivs on their fide have 

(6) I j r/K xii. frf, (7) 2 eh, xvH. (S) Df he n"d. irt, al, 
Hottinger, Ult, Jojue, feu ebten, Satnarit. iuexercitat, Ar.iim^rin, (9) Jithnw, 20. 

0^3 not 
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"Their yen’- i. They bdievc in one God, and his ferv'ant AIofei\ and 
giotu that Garlzzim is the only place ot God’s worflup (D), 


not bqien /paring of their iiAions, 
as if they had cJ\ofcn to confute 
their antagoniils by this way> ra- 
ther than l;y tjjc authority of the 
facred books. JoJephus tells us 
cf mucii luch another conteft 
that happened jn between 

ihofe of his nation and the Stvjza- 
rltans, about tliofe two temples ; 
and which arofe to fuch an height, 
that it was like to end in a fedi- 
tion, had not Vtohmy Philomttor 
put an end to it in the following 
manner (i). 

He oj:de.»*ed the contending 
parties to bring their caufe before 
him, and to have it pleaded by 
proper perfon.', with this condi- 
tion, that thofe who were call: 
fhould lofe their jicads.* There 
appeared but one advocate for 
die viz. Andrtivicus the Ton 
of ; but he plcacicd his 

caufe fo well againfl his two an- 
tagoniftSjWhom our author names 
Sr.boeetis and Theodore^ that he 
gained hi.s point, and they loft 
tiH;ir lives (z). 

Aiioihcr antient author (3 , 
whom die y^ ^vjs pretend 10 have 
lived before the dcih'uAion of 
'Ji ; but by his menrioiiing 

of.tlic ScrcicL 7 i empire, muft have 
wrote at leaft fix hundred years 
after (4), tells us, that when 
E%ya and Thhcmiah were rebuild- 
ing of l-ie temple, the Samarita^js 
came with'an army of an hundred 
and eighty thoufand men to bc- 
hege ycrtifalemi but that thofe 
two chiefshaving afiembled three 


hundred priefts, pronounced the 
higher excommunication againft 
them (5). l-hefe priefts were 
followed by three huntlred youn^ 
men, who held eafh a copy ot 
the Mofaic law in ont: hand, ami 
a trumpet in the other, which 
they blew whilil the priefts were 
excommunicating them, upon 
which they were immediately put 
to flight. 

(D) The fay they, fol- 
low other teachers, other precepts, 
taken from their other books, 
traditions, and cxpofitions : we 
ftick clofe to the five books of 
Mofes^ and rejeft all other wri- 
tings, all other aiuhority and in- 
terpremtion, and guide our faith 
and pnittice folcly by the pre- 
cepts cf our lawgiver. Accord- 
ingly tlicy never admitted any 
other books but the pentatcuch. 

In confeqiicncc of tl'\s, they 
rejed all the prophetical and hi- 
ftorical books, as written in fa- 
vour of the yir'ie.r, and cfpecially 
of the heufe of they de- 

fpife the prcteiicc of oral 

tradition, ana all their targum.s 
and talmuds. 

Tliey value thcmfelves for hav- 
ing prel'crved the antient Hdr£n.>j 
charader, and curie the new one, 
whicJi was fince introduced by 
whom they brand witJi 
the name of impoftor, and who, 
they pretend, fubftituted it to the 
Mejhic one, for the fake of thofe 
Other books which he foifted into 
the y^ov/^canon (6). 


( 1 ) Ant q, f. xiii. c. 6, (i) Vid. Bafttage hifloir. Acs tom. it*. 

pa*t i . e. f^) Rab. Rirke Abboth^ f. 38. P^iA, 

iih. \\. fitb av. 409, Gsf auii. ah to ettat, f Dc kac nAA. fup, W. iiii p» 

J33, tJ »oe. (E), (6) Bajnag. ubt fifpr^, cflpt 3,^ 4. /• ''li. 

V:A, W. iu. p.zio^l^ fej, * 
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2. Thev always circumcife their males on die eighth day, 
never deferring it upon any account, as the fewi do, fome of 
them till the hour of death (E). 

3. 'I'hey never allow themfclvcs two wives, or to marry 
their nieces ; but the fews do both. 

4. They are bound to wafli thcmfclves everv morning, 
after either matrimonial coverfc, or any accidental defilement ; 
fo that they look upon every veflel .nd houfhold-ftuft' they 
touch before fuch an ablution, to be polluted. 

5. Th^y obferve the fabbatli with thegreateft ftriefnefs, ab- 
ftaining from matrimonial commerce on that night, lighting no 
fires, nor ftirrmg from their houfes, unlefs to go to the fy ii^^gogue, 
where they read fome portion of the pcnUtcuch, offer up 
their prayers to, and fing the praifes of God. 

6. Of all theif folemn feftivals, the pafVovcr is by them 
efleemed the chief : they likewlfe obferve !hc other tvvo of 
pcntccoff, and of tabernacles, with great exaefnefs, and the 
grand faft of expiation with uncommon ftri<Slnefs. 

7. TiifiY never -ofFcr any facrificc but on mount Gartz^ 
%im o. 

8. They boaft a continued fucceflion of priefts, from 
Rn% the fon of Phinehas^ihe catalogue of which is preferved 
by them with the utmolt ftri<Stnef» ; and their high- prieft al- 
ways makes *his refidcnce at Slchvm^ now called Naploufe ; 
from W'hence he ifllics out his directions to tlie whole fecSt for 
keepifjg their feftivals, and whatever relates to the Mofaic 
obfcrvances (F). From this fiiort fcantling of their faith and 

pradticc. 


° Vid, hit. al. Basnac. ubi fupra. 


(E) Efpecially in countries 
where they are not tolerated; 
Inch as France^ Portugal^^ Spahi^ 
he, and where, for fear’ of being 
difeovered by the fear of circum- 
cifion, they wholly negleCt it, 
and outwardly conforpi to the 
religion of the country for the 
fake of trade. Some of them, 
however, when they are grown 
either rich enough, or old and 
qualm. fb, will come over into 
^ngland^ liollandy See, to be cir- 
cumcifed. As for thofe that die 
without circumcifion, fome of 
their friends generally come and 
circuincifc them in their coffixi, 


and lay the prepuce by them, 
after which the coffin is imme- 
diately nailed up, and carried to 
the grave. 

(F) This feCl is ftill very nu- 
merous, not only in their metro- 
polis, but in Damnfeusy GaTca^ 
Cairoy and other parts of the 
Of toman empire, bcfidcs thofe 
which are dil'pcrfed into the nor- 
thern parts bf Europe and Afin, 
But fo ignorant are thofe of 
F urhy^ efpecially of cofraography, 
whatever they may be as to their 
religion, that they took the E»g* 
UJh yenjus to be of their feci, 
and F.ngland to be only a con-^ 
0^4 fidcrable 
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praflice, ojte would be apt to concludtr, that, except thofe 
points, which related to their fchifin, tiiey had been much 
llridler obfervers of the MofaieXdw^ than the fetus i butj 
whatever they may have proved in later times, we fhall mee* 
with fuch flagrant inftanccs of the contrary in the fequel of 
this and the next fedtion, as will cafily evince how ready 
they were, upon the leaft danger of perfecution, or fevere 
ufage, from their governors, to facrifice their religion to their 
intereft and fafety (G). 

How 

fidcrable city (7), as appears by than Ae Je^'iJh rabbles has 
a letter they wrote to them fome fummed up their diaratler in Sew 
time fincc, and mentioned by words, w^hen he told them, that 
the author laft quoted;, but if they w'orlhipcd they knew not 
they really held thpfe tenets what, and that falvation was of 
which the attribute to them , the Je^'s ( i ) . 

they muft have been no lefs ig- (G; However, even in this one 
norant in point of their religion, point of their fchifm, it is ma- 
Among other errors they charge nifeil, they were guilYy of moft 
them w’ith, that of believing the flagrant forgery in corrupting the 
Godhead to be a corporeal Being, pcntateuch in many places, in 
w'ould be fufiicicnt to flievv their order to colour their letting up a 
flupidity ; but Credat Judfvus. new temple with fome fliew of 
Epiphaniusy who ranks them dix ine juithority. J t is true, all 
In the catalogue of his Jicrctics, the variations of tliis book are 
tells us, that they worftilped the ‘ not of the fame heinous rtiture : 

which had llolen fome of them feeni even impii- 
from her father and which table to the ignorance of the 
they digged up from under the t ran feribers from the new 
oak in Sichemy where Jacob had of Ex^ra to the old Stunaritan 
buried them : but it is likely he charader,fuch as tlieir often inif- 
took up this calumny upon fome taking of letters, in the former 
Jc^vjJh authority. He adds, that by reafon qf their fimilitude, as 
they were, like the divided the beth for the caphy the dulu!p 
into four fe£ls (8) ; and gives us for the rejfjy which in the Sama- 
there the different tenets of each'; ritan arc very unlike. Others 
but they are not worth dwelling again may be looked upon as ex- 
upon. piauatory interpolations, fuch as 

A mo Jern traveller informs us, we have obferved, Jnjhua and 
that in a letter they wrote to his fuccefl'ors down to Exra and 
him (9), they acknowdeged the beyond, have thought necefl'ary 
book of ; but they meant to add to the text*. But there are 
moll probably their chronicle we certainly fevcral notorious ones, 
have lately mentioned, and which which could not but be defigncdly . 
they dile the book of JoJhua, made to fupport their cauli^ 
However, a more righteous judge againft their Jc^wijh antago- 

(7) Vid.BaJna^, /. vii. f. 15. (S) Ilarcf, 9. (9) letter pointed 

‘an. id'SS. ( iv, 22, '* Scehsfin J98, & E 7 * 
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How and when this manufcript came into the hands of the 
Samaritans^ is hard to guefs. The general opinion is, that it 
was brought into Samana by the prieft, whom 
fciit to inH:ru6l the new inhabitants of that country. The 
book was not unknown to feveral antient father*^ ' particularly 
Origen and St. Jerom^ who both underllood the Hebreiu 
tongue ; but they have given us no light about it. The opi- 
nion of fome learned moderns p is, th.;t it was brought to Sa^ 
maria by ManaJJes^ Sanhaliat^^ foil* in-law latdy mentioned ; 
and that it was tranferibed from that of Ezra^ fince we find 
in it all the emendations and explanations which that infpired 
ftribe is fu ppofed to liatte made to thofe five books j and con- 
fequently could be of no older date, much lefs have Been 
brought by that Hebntw prieft above-mentioned (H), How- 


ever, 


P F. Simon, hill, crit, V. T. 1 . i. c. lo. Prid. ubi fupra. 


nifls (2), and fulTicicnt to COn- brought with him to ^aniarla^ 
vince an impartial reader, that fince both kings and priclls were 
this Sama,ritan is not the only bound to keep a copy of it writ- 
true authentic copy, becaufe in ten with their own hand, 
the old Hfbroiv ciiaradlcr; and A late critic has made a bold, 
that of F^'ra orjiy a tranfeript of but llrange pulTi, to reconcile all 
it, Lccaufe in tiie ncw-introduced ihefe difliculiies, by abfurdly fiip- 
C/ja/iii't, as fome learned men pofing the pentateuch to have 
have fiiought,' and particularly been written on the other fide 
a modei n one ( ^), who has given Enfhrates^ by the prieft, who was 
it by far the p\('»*:'rence above the fent from thence into Sntnarur, 
Te’^ze/y/^/fhofe who arc acquainted for the inftvuflion of thofe ilran- 
with his notions, need not be gers. To this end, he, it feems, 
told what induced him to this tliought fir to give thon a ftiort 
unaccountable partiality. . Iketch of the creation, flood, and 
(H) If it - be allied, liow he oilier occurrences, that liappcncd 
could inftrujil thofe ftrangers in before the giving of the Mofaic 
the worlliip of God, unlefs he law; and that he wrote it in the 
bad brought fome fuch book old Hchrinv, becaule he wa^ un- 
along with him from the place acquainted with thc^ Chcldcr • 
of his captivity ; fome anlwer, and that tliis happeniag preciicly 
that he taught them no more than at tJie time, when the "Jt^i^ijh vo- 
he knew by tradition (4) ; others lume of the law w^as'fouiid out 
diftinguilh between the whole by the high-prieft, and brought 
pentateuch, and an epitome of ^tojojiah^ he ^ot a copy of it, 
the law* contained in fome of the and inferted it at the end of his 
chapters of (5), which own wwk, as very proper to 

is that which they fuppofe he bring men to the knowlege of 

( 7 .) Be*' Prid, conti. part\. lib.vx. fef ubi f, p. C’ 

Pdffiar- ubi fup, ^ al, irult. (3) Syhipon. (4) yni.Ptul, iti'i fuj>ra» 

(5) 'pid' M rit,, in trafiat. de iJil.itit, ^ 

c the 



fsKta 

tcuch, 
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ever, each fyftem has its difficulties, which are not eafily 
folvcd ; all that we flirtll add concerning this book is, that» 
copy written in their old charafter in the Hebrew 
another written in the vulgar language fpoken 
among them, becaufe, like ihe^^w/j, they had forgot the old 
Hebrew y and were accuftomed to a mongrel mixture of Jf- 
fyrian^ BabyloniJh<^ and Chaldee. Befides this, they had a Greek 
verfion of it for the fake of their hclicniftical brethren, as the 
ycLus had the Septuagint ; and it is probable, that this was the 
veiiion wJiich is mentioned by fcvcral antient fathers fince 
they cannot be fuppofed to have underftood cither the original 
one^ or the vulgar verlion of it. The old Hebrew copy af- 
terwards lemttined unknown to the Chriftians, during near ten 
centuries. Scaliger was the firft modern, who got intelligence 
of it \ after which it was brought over into and printed 

in the polyglots of Paris and London \ the latter of wliich is 
by far the beft and moft correft, as well as the Latin ver- 
fion of it ^ ; the further particulars 'of it wc refer to the 
note (I). 

We 


Ilcnu 
brought 
into Eu- 
rope. 


^ African. Eusrr,. Djod, Tarsfvs. A: al. ap. Prid. ubi fupra. 
* Vid. ScALic. de emend, temp. c. 7. Usser. cpilL ad L. Ca- 
PEL. Walton, proleg. in PoJygl. Morin. PriIS. Sc al. 


the one true God ; and, lafdj^ 
that finding nothing to 

objedl againft the author, or his 
work, have adopted the latter as 
conformable to tlicir law and hi- 
ftory. This critic has not ven- 
tured to fet his name to his book, 
but fent it abroad under a 
tious title ( 6 ) : however. Ex 
wtguc le(inem\ he was not long 
undifeovered or unconfuted. 

Upon the whole, the general 
opinio . is, that this pentateucii 
was brought by the prieftfent by 
Ez.arhciddm into Samaria; and 
tliat,aftcr the rupture of the ye*ws 
and Samaritans, the latter wil- 
fully corrupted tftofe places of it* 
which made againfl them ; and 
confequently that the one 


is by fiir the more authentic of 
the two. 

(I) Scaliger, having received 
from the Sicbefnites an account 
of this pentatcuch by a letter, 
which he publiflied anno 1676. 
did in another work (7) complain, 
that none of the learned of Eu- 
rope had endeavoured to procure 
fome copies of it, feeing it might 
jprobably be of great fervice in ad- 
jufting the feripture- chronology. 
This awaked the curiofity of arch- 
bifhop UJber, who, as he tells us in 
his letter toL.Capcllus^A obferv- 
ed,that this book had been quoted 
by feveral antient fathers, and 
other writers, down to Procopius 
of GaTui and Syncellus, and par- 
Cicdlarly by the learned Origen 


f'o ) Sentimem de fuelque theolog. it Ihllandu f 7 ) J)t emendet. tetrp. 

/, rii. 


in 
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We return to Judaa^ which we left in the pofleflion of the Judica 
king of Hgypt^ but which he was, about five years after, forced 
to abandon to Jntigonus and his fon, who came againlt him Antigo- 
with a fijpciior army. Ptolemy contented himfelf with de- 
manding the cities of Sainaria^ Joppa^zwA C za, and with 
carrying off an inimcnfe booty, as well as a great number of 
inhabitants, whom he fettled in /ilexandrla^ and endowed with , 
confiderable privileges and immunities, as Alexander had done 
before him. He was then deligning to make that city the 
metropolis of Egypt ^ and was fo well fatisfied with the faith- 
fulnefs and ufefulnefs of tlie Jews^ that he fpared no encou- 
ragement to allure them tliither ; inlbmuch that vaft numbers 
flocked continually thither from yud^ea and Samaria^ rhunr^g 
to live under fo generous and friendly a prince in a foreign 
country, rather than in their own, under the fludluaiiiig govern- 
ment of fo many contending tyrants (K). 

iulcucus 

in his book agrdiiil CeJfus. From king of Upper AJla^ Hchucu' king 
that time this great prelate fpared of ^yria^ and F/c/c’v.y/'king of 
neltlier pains nor coll, till Jic had Egypt. 'Fhe partifans of tiu‘> I:i!l 
procured five or. fix copies of it pretended, that he had notun- 
from ^yria and Eultrji'u.e^ and dertaken to put Afta under the 
compared then] witii tnc ; government of 6 W( ueus, hut upon 

and here he thought he had found condition, that C/Ar/yna anti 
out the perfon who had corrupta Phienida Ihould be lelinqiiifhed 
them,Vainely,onc/)ff/^/’/";/j, men to him (2). Thofe ol Seltucu^ 
tioned by O/vm/ againft Ctlfisy on the contrary maintained, that 
but this dlfco\eiy has not been was no further concerned 

univerfally received. However, it in the war, than to help lilm to 
is from his copies that //><//£»« (8) conquer thole provinces allotted 
printed that pentateuch in his po- to them ; in proof whereof, they 
lyglot: fmcc then feveral other urged, that after the defeat of 
copies were procured from the AntigoniiSy l.yfimachus and Cujfan 
fame place by other learned per- der had afligned thofe provinces 
fons in Europe (g). Thofe who to Selemus (3). Accordingly we 
are willing to know more of the find, that lliis laft enjoyed that of 
Samaritans^ and their pentateuch, Jiid^a fome time, with a tax of 
may confult, befides the letters three hundred talents of filver, 
of Scaliget'y Ludolph, and Ujl^er upon condition that the Je^tvs 
above-mentioned, the authors fhould be governed by their own 
quoted below (i). laws, and that their high-priells 

(K) Thus was Judaa become fhould be their only govern- 
the fr.bjeft of the difputcs of, anef ors (4), 

feene of war between Antigonus Among thofe Je^ivs whom Pto- 

* 

^8 ) Pro/e^. II. aJ Polyghtt. (9) Vift. Morin, exerc, I, in Pent at, Satrjr. 

Cjlmet. Prid. ttd at, (l) Hottingcr^ ubt j»pra^ Cellar, Lightfoct. hor. Behr, 

P'-td. uki fuftra, Bafnag. tom, ii. p, 1. c. ^ al. (2) Joppl. annq. 

/. xii. & cotit, jJpion. l,\.&\\, t3) yid, VjLr.pub A,M* 3721. (+} t’ld, 

Suloit, never, btll-ir, faer, l,iu 

/emy$ 
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SelcuciisV Seleucus very much imitated the clemency and generofity 
friendjhip of the Egyptian king, a charadlcr which was quite oppofite 
to the to that of Ahtigonus ; who was of fuch a fierce nature, that he 
Jews, ftuck at no cruelty, falfliood, or tyranny, that ferved his turn. 

This made great numbers of the Jews fall away likewife 
from that tyrant to Scleucus^ who gave them much the fame 
privileges and franchifes that his competitor did in Egypt 
He built fixteen cities in Lejfcr AJia^ which he, from his fa- 
ther, Antioch ; nine he called by his own name, and 

fix by that of his mother Laodicea ; three from his firft wife 
Apatnea^ and one from Stratonice his laft wife ; in all thefe he 
fettled fuch confiderable colonies of the Jews^ cfpecially at An- 
tioch in Syria, that they became almofl as confiderable a part 
of thofe cities, as they were at Alexandria. Hence that na- 
tion came to fpread themfelves over Syria and Lejfer Afta^ 
whilft Judaa became yet thinner of its own inhabitants, till 
it was again recovered by Ptolemy ; after which they came ftill 
over to him from the provinces of Antiochnsy and increafed 
the number of thofe whom he found in Babylon j from all 
v/hom he received fuch confiderable* fervices, that he fpared 
no favours nor encouragement to bind them tp his interefi. 

Year of Soon after the recovery of Judaa by Ptolemy Sotcr^ died 
the flood Simon the Jeivijh high-prieft, in the ninth year of his pon- 
2^5^* lificate ^ He Jiad fuccceded his father Onias^ and had been 
Jief. Chr. eminent for his fandfity and integrity, which fhone in all 
zgz. actions, that lie was furnamed thcjujl. He v/as tlic firll 
pontiff' of that name, and the excellent cliarader, which thei 

before, vol. ix. p. 174, & feq. k notes, ^ Euseb. 

chron. 


toy’s kindnefs drew into Egypt , 
Jofephus ( 5 ) mentions He^echiasy 
one of the chief priclls, a man of 
learning and probity, and about 
fixty years of age, who became 
acquainted with Hecataius the 
AhderitCy a perfon trained up un- 
der Alixander the Great y and now 
an great credit at the Egyptian 
court. Him Hezechias did fo 
well inform of the j-cligion, laws, 
and culloms of the Jc^Sy that he 
wrote a hiflory of that nation, 
down frJm Abrahom lo his time. 
The book h now loft ; but Jo- 


ftpkus quotes fo many paflages 
out of him in favour of the 
that an heathen writer, who lived 
in Traj all's lime, did very much 
queftion either the genuinefs of 
the book, or the fincerity of the 
author ( 6 ). Had he been better 
acquainted with them, he would 
never have called either in que- 
flion ; and it is more than pro- 
. bable, that Hecatetus''^ higli opi- 
nion of them procured the nation 
greater favours from Vtolemyy 
than they mlglit have otherwife 
met with. 


(5) Lib, i. CQnt. Apiw. 


(6) UeKK!^, Phil, (ipud Qrigcn, cont, Cdf. tibA. 

autboi 
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author of EcdeftajHcus gives of himu, fhcws, how highly he 
deferved the funiame which his nation had given him. But 
he was no lefs remarkable for his other virtues, as a Jewifn 
prince and governor; witnefs his repairing and fortifying the 
temple and the city with high and ftrong wall , hk fiirnous 
ciftern covered with brafs, which hecaufed to be ma .e in jeru’- 
fale7n^ as arefervoir for water, and which was of fuch capacious 
circumference, that the author abovc-qi.oted compares it coa fca; 
but his moft confiderable work was, the finiflimg the canon 
of the Old Tejl amenta of which we have already fpoken (L). 
He left a fon, named Q/ilas ; but he being then but an infant, 
Eleazar^ Simonas brother, was fubftituted high prieft in hi.s 
ftead. He executed this office fifteen vean;, hut with this 
difference ; that whereas all the high-priefts before had fat as 
prefidents of the fynagogue, or grand council of the "frivs^ 
Simon was fuccecdcd in this laft dignity bv one juitlgonus of 
Sochoy 2 l perfon of great learning and piety This man, who 

« Ch. 1 . i, & fcq. ^ De hoc vid. lib. Jiichafm, SJialfhel. El, 
Levita. in Cabbala, Sc ah 


(L) It lias been already ob- 
ferved, that the^ books of 
Nd.miah^ and of the Chronicles^ 
could not liave been inferted into 
the cafloii by thofe two iiifpired 
writers ; full, bccaufe there are 
in them fonie marginal correc- 
tions, which mull have been in- 
ferted by fomc of I heir fuccef- 
fors ; and, fecoudiy, bccaul'c fome 
genealogies are cariied down 
vallly beyond- their time, fome 
even to that of Alexander the 
Great 

I'he boo^ of Efther like wife 
£eems to have been written after 
their time, and, as fome think, 
the prophecies of Malachi. As 
therefore this Simon the Jufi is 
by a}] the mentioned as the 
laft of the great fynagogue vve 
have elfewhcre fpdkcn of, and’ 
was a man of fuch eminent piety 
and learning, it is not unrear 
fonable to fuppofe, that he put 
the finilliing ftroke to the facred 


code, either by inferdng the books 
above-mentioned, or, if they had 
been received before, by reviling 
and giving his Munition to them. 

From this pontificate is dated 
the completing of the facred ca- 
non of thejOZ/l Trji ament, which 
was theiiceforw.'ird received and 
conveyed without revilal or cor- 
region. From this 
doftors applied thcmfel ves v. holly 
to ftudy, explain, and connnent 
upon them; and their expofitions 
were in time received with as 
much fubmiftion, as the facred 
books tJiemfclves. 

V/e have formerly taken no- 
tice of feveral benefits, 

which heaven poured down on 
the yenjos, during hi'J pontificate 
(7). The Efilmud'ifls have col- 
Icdlcd a much greater number 
of them, equally lurprifing but 
for which we ftiall refer tlie cu- 
rious reader to their books (8). 


* See before p, 198 , fiP, 

(?) trt Jumjf Marrior 


(-) /V. ui. ^.48, ftbjin, 
in ha\iplu*. 


note (T)« 

the 



Sadda- 
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the fmi tell us, was the maftcr of Caddoc^ the chief of the 
Sadducean feft, taught, that our ferving of God ought to be 
ftcc, cither fiom flavifh fear of puniftimcnt, or from felfifc 
hope of reward ; and be wholly difinterefted, and flow from 
the pure love and fear of that Supreme Being. Heoce his 
being unable to relifli fuch a fpiritual do£lrinc, took it 
into his head, that his matter meant no more by it, than that 
there were ncitlier rewards nor punilhments, nor even life 
after this ; which notion became in time fo general among the 
richer fort of Jt ivs^ that they monopolized all the great places 
in church and ftate, as we lhall fee in due time (M). 

Year of Ptolemy ^ furnanied Philadclphus, having fuccecdcd bis father 
tJie flood the jfevjs found in him as great a protestor, as they 

206 f. Ptolemy Soter, and with this advantage, that the fon, 

^ct. Lhr. great lover of learning, and upon the point of rearing 

Ltl t his noble library 2 X Alexandria ^ as we have elfewhcredefcribcd^, 
Ptolemy oblige them with greater favours than any of his 

predeceflbrs had done, in order to obtain from them a copy 
of the facred books, to be tranllated into Grceh^ and dcpofited 
there among that iniincnfe number of volumes, which he had 
procured from all parts of the world. This verfion is that. 


rjilladcl 
phus a 
great 
j) lend to 
the JcVV\). 


Sec vol. ix. p. 370, & fcq. 


(M) Antigonm by this became 
head of a new kind of fynagogue, 
which continued from this time 
to that of 'Jthudah yiakkadojh^ 
the compiler of the Mijhna^ as the 
old one had from E%ra to ^imon 
the Jujh The difference betw eeii 
them was, that the old one had 
bellowed their time and labour 
in collc^ling, revifing, and com- 
pleting the canon ot the Old 7 V- 
ji ament \ the latter were wholly 
employed in expounding and 
coinmenti- upon it. Thcfc 
therefore, wiiom tlic authors of 
the iVlfay TeJIarnent call by dif- 
ferent names, fuch as dodlcr-, 
fcrlbes, lawyers, rulers, and fucli- 
liLc, affe(tted to ^iltll theiiifclves 
Tannaim, or traditionaliiU (o\ 
bccaufc they handed down their 
cxpofitions and doftnnes by oral 


tradition to their difeiplea ; and 
their authority once quoved in 
any of their fchools upon any 
point, either, put an end to the 
controverfy, or the recufant was 
looked upon as an apollate from 
his maftcT ; and as all other dif- 
putes in political affairs were to 
be decided by the Jaw pf God, 
of which thefe I'amaim were tjie 
interpreters, fo they were chofen 
alfo to allift, and fonie of tlie 
moft confiderable for learning, 
zeal, to prefide in ail the 
courts of judicature, from the 
fanlicdrin or great council of the 
ration, confiding of feventy-two, 
dowm to the more inferioi* ones, 
wliicli they had in every city ; 
and upon this account they were 
alfo called counfcllors (s). 


( 9 ) Vtd. Htixt'jrJ, 'V.T. rabb, fub t'o:, 
xxij, 5c. jtttts 34, 




(j) 3i'e Mark xv. 43. Luke 
which 
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which is commonly Jknown by the name of Septuaglnt : our 
great Vjhcr places the making of it in the feventh year of that 
monarch’s reign : we have already mentioned fomething of it 
in the place above-quoted, where we promifed to fpcak more 
fully of it in this chapter. ^ And indeed, wher we confidcr 
. how much this performance has been celebrated, not only hy ^nacc^mit 
the moll learned JevjiJ!) writers, but alfo by the antient fa^e/^/-tvSep- 
thers, as well as many celebrated mod .ms ; how much it 
been extolled, as a work manifeftly condufted by a mira- 
culous providence, and as fuch referred to and quoted, both by 
our Saviour and his apoffles, and by all the primitive writers 
of the Chriftian church ; it will perhaps be expefted, that we 
fliould be fomevvhat copious upon it. But when wc icHtiil 
on the other hand, that all thofe extravagant cncomiafts have 
not only blindly followed their romantic leader, but have in 
many cafes cmbellilhed his furprifing account of tiiis tranf- 
a£lion ; that Arijieas^ the lirll broacher of this hiftury, lias 
only covered himfelf with the perfonage, if not with 
of a heathen writer, and an officer of Ptolemy^ s guards, thatt/ ;/ afu- 
he might be the more liberal of his incenfc to the JevAJh na- Ixlans 
tion; that he is guilty of fcvcral flagrant iinachronifmr, and 
a manifell fallhood at the very thrcfliolJ of his account, where 
he makes Demetrius Phalcreus the fuppofed promoter of this 
great work, a*great favourite of the king, when the contrary 
plainly appears from what we have already fa id on tliat head 
in a ft^^imer volume ^ ; when wc conlider that Jofephus^ Art-- BlirJIy' 
Jiobulus^ a Jewifl} peripatetic philofophcr, Philo ^ the Talmu-follfnvcd 
dijls^ and other rabbies, cither only copied, or in fdme cafca^’ 
improved upon him; and laftly, that thofe antient fathers, 3 
JujHn Martyr^ Iremcii:^ Cyril ^ Cbryjojlcm^ Aujfln^ 
nius^ and others, have too greedily i wallowed* up the Jewipj 
account of this- pretended miraculous vcrlinn, by reafon of the 
preference which Chrift and his apoflics fccin to have givcti 
it (either to the original, or to the other verfions then extant 
(not perhaps fo much upon its being more authentic than any 
of them, much lefs than the original, as bccaufc it was the 
mod in vogue, and bell underllood by the geneiahty of the 
Jeius)y we hope, upon all thefe confidcrations, our readeis 
will eafily cxcufe our not entering into fo fpicious a field, and 
be content with the fuccind account wc fliall now give them 
of it in the note (N). 

All 


y Ibid. p. 378, Sc feq. 


(N) The account we have of drijieas, and out of thofe otlier 
this verfion, out of the book autliors who have followed hiin, 
which goes under the name of is in fubdance as follows : 

rhiUidclphvu 
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All that we {hall add here, 
concerning this work. The 

Philadelphusy a great lover of 
lcarning,was enriching the noble 
library which had been begun by 
his father, when Demttnus Pha- 
lernis, who had the inljpeftion of 
that work, acquainted him, that 
there were certain books held 
facred among the Jc^s^ which 
highly deferved a place in his 
collctlion, if they could by any 
means be procured. He advifed 
him at the fame time of a me- 
thod, in all likelihood the moft 
effcdlual, to prevail upon the 
ytnuijh fanhedrin to fend thofe 
volumes, together with a fufficient 
number of learned men to Alex- 
andria^ to trail (late them into 
Greek ; namely, by a general re- 
demption of all the Jtnxijh cap- 
tives that had been taken during 
the late wars. 

Upon inquiry, the number of 
tliem was found to amount to 
about an hundred thoufand ; at 
which Ptolemy was fo far from 
being difeouraged, that he caufed 
an edict to be ilfucd out for a to- 
tal rcleafe, and the fum of twenty 
drachms per head to be paid for 
their redemption out of his own 
treafury ; fo that the whole 
amounted to hx hundred and 
fixty talents, J^fephus^ who has 
only ab' -dged that author, doth 
yet differ from him, in that he 
makes the price of every redeemed 
Have to have been an hundred and 
twenty drachms, and yet the fum 
total to have amounted but to 
four hundred and fixty talents, 
though there were, according to 
him, an hundred and twenty thou- 
fand perfons rclcafed ( 2 }. 

After tliis fignal favour to the 

(i) Anttq. 


will be two or three remarks 
firfl is, that there was near 
that 

JinuiJh nation, the king fent a 
fplendid embafly, laden with pre- 
fents, to Eleazar the then yt^wijl^ 
high-priell ; who on his fide rea- 
dily complied with the king’s 
requell, and fent him with the 
copy of the facred books, written 
in letters of gold, feventy-tw-'o 
well (killed in the Hebrew 
and Greek tongues, and a letter 
of thanks for his noble prefents, 
in which he congratulated him on 
his glorious undertaking, 'and 
wi filed him good fiiccefs in it. 

Ptolemy received the interj)re- 
ters with uncommon refpc6i,.and 
paid fiich a regard to the facred 
volume, that he bowed himfclf 
Icveii times down to the ground 
before it ; after which he enter- 
tained his guclis with fuitable 
magnificence feven days fuccef- 
fively, affuring them, 'hat he 
fliould efteem the day of their 
arrival as an addition to the glory 
of his^ reign. I’hcy v,Tre con- 
duced three days after into the 
illand of Pharos^ which flood 
about feven furlongs from Alex- 
a?tdfia, where Drmrtrius placed 
them in a fumptuous edifice, 
conveiifenily fituated near the 
fhorc, and where they fet im- 
mediately about the work. 

1'lieir method, according to 
Atijieus^ was to fit at it from fix 
in the morning to three in the 
afternoon j after which they re- 
turned into tlie city, where they 
had their viCuals and other nc- 
cefTaries prepared for them at 
the Ifing’s e.vpcncc. Whenever 
any difiiculty was ftarted, they 
debated it in a full aflembly ; 
a,nd when the point was fettled, a 

xii, f. 2. 


fair 
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that lime averfion maJeof the books inioGreek^ 

and with which the hcllcnift Jews w^cre fo highly dL-lightcd, 

that. 


fair tranfcript wa*^ made, and 
lent to Demetrius, till the whole 
verfion w as finilhed, which took 
up only feventy or feventy-two 
days. 

Philo, an Alexandrian Jenv, 
who was fent on an enibaliy to 
Caius C^yfar, foon after our Sa- 
viour’s death, has greatly im- 
proved the Hory of Arijit as, and 
fpeaks of this verf:on as alloge- 
thcr miraculous (3) ; for he add*?, 
that upon comparing the fcvcral 
iiitcrpretatior.s of thofe feventy 
men, wliirh, according to him, 
had been carried on by each of 
them fcpariilely, there was not 
found fo much as the difference 
of a word between them all ; but 
that they l;ad rendered every pe- 
riod, not only in the lame Icnfe, 
but in the fame rale, word, and 
order, tl^roughout the whole ; 
from w'iencc he infers, that they 
were divinely infpired. He men- 
tions nothing fl'l -.-r Ar/jieus, 
or Dtnutrius P ha I, reus, probably 
bccaufc he would not be fu- 
fperted of having copied and in- 
larged the former. 

y iijf i 77 ]^lart \ has adopted 
tills, extraordinary addition of 
Philn, tells US (4), that Ptolemy 
had caufed the interpreters to be 
Ihut up, each in a feparatc cell, 
to prevent their communicating 
their thoughts to one another ; 
that, by the conforniiey of their 
fevcral tranllations, he might the 
more eafily judge of the faith- 


fulnefs of the w'holc verfion. Pie 
adds, that when li.. / came to be 
compared together, there was 
fucli an exad conformity be- 
tween ,hem all, that the king, 
who looked upon it as altogether 
miraculous, fent the interpreters 
home laden with honour, and 
vvitn the richell prefents ; and 
received their w'ritings with ihat 
veneration w'hich \vas due to 
books divinely infpired. 

His account of this vcrfion i., 
foiiicwliat different in another 
work of his{j), where he tells 
us, that Pioli'fny fent to Hued 
king of the Je :ej, for tliofc lacred 
books i and that, upon their being 
fent in their original tongue and 
charadcr, whiih were unknown 
in Egypt, he Jiad been forced to 
fend to him for fome interpreters 
to trr.nllate them into G^vP; 
which being likewife complied 
with, copies of that verfion w'cre 
ftill every where to be feen in ihe 
hands of the hellenill in his 
time. 

After this am]de tedimony of 
that good and learned martyr, 
w^c need not wonder if lb many 
antient fathers (6) have embraced 
the ffory, and looked upon tJ:at 
verfion as divinely infpired; and 
fome of them have given it even 
the preference rd the original, in 
tliole places wdtero the liiilcrcncc 
between tJiein could Tiot be re- 
c:onciIf'd (7). Ep'ph v/’/o, who 
lived about the kilo ct the 


h y it. tlf/if. /. /''rat. ad Cjehr. (4) Cfl -./r,if. ait p. j,*, 

Ci/ d>alci>n,'j'tyj/on. (•) (t') Jtrn ro»:f HffeJ- /i. im. 

Ciem, Jf fimut. hh. i. Hi tar. ni Pf. u- Cyr:/ H-rr Jpt Carre, jt., 

Lfi-t*, Dt-ijL\\\'\. c V* D: cc.dr'‘f. tvam ^ ib. 

Bnxienf i/e if. 50. Prid, fPo a*in. 2^’, f^7j A/J, j/, 

lUUv, in J\i. I XXX*. 
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P/;?Vi 7 tells us they inflituted an annual feaft in memory 
find faft of it, and made a yearly vifit, in folcinn proccfllon, to the iflc 
hptinme- of 

mory cf 2 In vit. Mofis. 

ihat vir- 

(i:n, third century, and pretends to both with the Jlebrc'vo^ and w'ith 
have preferved the letter which each other, to fiich a degree of 
Picdtfny wrote to the to exaftnefs, tlut Ptolcwy looked 

obtain this vcrlion from them, upon thofe interpreters as di- 
lias given us a copious account vinely infpired, and caiifed their 
of it (S) ,* and to what has been feveral works to be depofited in 
fciid by Arifteasy and the other his library of Bruchiumy which, 
authors above-mentioned, has ad-* as we have obferved in th^ hiftory 
ded fome other circumftanccs by of Egypt (9), held the firlt, as that 
way of improvement ; fuch as which was called Serap^eitfny held 
that there were but thirly-lix the feconcl rank, 
cells, i]ito which the interpreters I’he Tahnuds of Jcrufalem and 
were fluU up by two in each; Wo;; agree in moft of thefe 
that they liad no windows, but particulars above-mentioned; but 
received their light from the top pretend tliat Ptolemy fent for thofe 
by fky-1 iglits ; that each couple had i'eventy-two <u:ijh elders, witli- 
a book given them to tranflatc, out acquainting them what work 
which when finiihcd, was con- he dcfigncd to fel tliem upon, 
vejv cd to the next cell, and fo on to till they were nrriveci at Alexmt- 
the third, fourth, 67V, and fhcnce wlicJi Ik* uuiled them to be 

ro all the rdl ; by which means all Ihut up, tarli in a feparate 
each hook was trail fluted thirty- cell, and gave them the facred 
flx times ; that they were con* books ro tranflatc. 
fined to their work from morning Lailly, and to name no more, 
to evening; after which each (i ), and 

couple was conveyed in a fepa- Kujibius (2), quote fome tVag- 
rare boat to the royal palace; mcnti* ontot onc-r'/;7y.W//.///.sape- 
w here they fupped w it h the king ; ripateticy tau of Altx.ouiruiy who 
after v.'hich they were ihut up, is faid to have written a comment 
caeii in their feparate chamber, on the pentatcuen, and to have 
till the next day, when they were dedicated it to Ptolemy Philomc- 
again conveyed to their relpeftive to whom he had been tutor, 
ccili. In whicJi dedication he mentions 

When the whole book of the this Qecck verfion, which had 
Old 'left ' eid had gone through been made by Ptolemy'*s com- 
the tliirty-Jix coupler, their vei- mand, and under the direction 
fions w^ere read before the king, of Dt??tetnus Phalerens, 
by thirty-fix re:lder^ whilil a I'Jie tv/o fathers above-men- 
rhlrty-feventh held the original ir- tioned quote this comment to 
his hand, with which they were prove the poflibility of 
compared ; and at the end were ras, Plei/o, and other Greek phi- 
found to agree in every relped, lofophers, having taken moll of 

(?,) /•' itf porJer. faenjur, w, 9, /I7. (9^ Ifup, vaL ix. /». 37I. 

(i) kV;’-.?*'?;. IA. Ci'i;* prnpar^ evangel. A viu 

(. 13. VJH. <■. 9, fJ a'-ci. 

their 
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of Pharos^ where it had been made by the feventy-two 
itijl) cldcis : whereas th ' more zealous hebraizing fevos^ who 
looked upon it as a vile profanation of their holy religion, 
concei\^ed fuch horror againft it, that they inft:“itcd a fall in 
memory of it. Thefe even add, that the day on which it 
was began, proved as fatal to the Jfraelltesy as that on which 
Jeroboam fet up the golden calves at and BethrJ^ and (hat 
the (ky was covered with thick darknels three days fuccelTivcIy a. 

'I'he Sa7mritans have likewife laid claim to the glory of this Samari- 

tan.s /r/y 

» In lib. Sopherim. Vid. & Scalicer. not. in chron. Euseb. claunioit, 
fub ann. 1 1 34. 

their philofophy out of the facred falfe, and all of them calculated 
volumes, fince they had been to advance the credit of tlie 
tranflated fo long before in that 

known language. The vaH cxpcnce which he 

The reader may fee by what makes Ptclt?ny to have been at, 
has been extracted out of all to get this vernon perfeded, and 
thofe authors, both Jenjci/h and which, put together, and com- 
Chrijlian^ that the ftory of this puted at the moll mbderate rate, 
vcrfien has gained confiderably mull have amounted to near two 
by every hand it has gone millions fterling ; the fending for 
through; and this improvement, feventy-two ciders, that is, fix 
as well as fome other variations out of each of the twelve tribes, 
which are found among thofe at a time, when tlie names and 
writers* is one main argument tnbes of 7 /?/^/^/ were abrorbed 
why the far greater part of our into that of ; ihc extraor- 
modern critics rejed it as dinary anrwers which thofe in- 

device, calculated to advance terpreters are faid to have given 
the glory of that nation. extempore to the king’s qccilions; 

But this is noc the only plau- andlailly, the Rory t)f Demi trim 
fiblc argument againft it. We Phidtrcm being l'uc:h a g\cai; fa 
have obferved, in the text above, vourite with that monardi; and 
fome material objcdlions that are the vidory which the latter is 
juftly urged againft the pretended there afdrmcd to have gained at 
Afijleas^ who is the firll writer fea over Antigoui^s, and which is 
of this ftory; particularly, that mentioned by no other 'writer ; 
he was a y^nju in djfguife, not- all thefe, put together, render the 
withftanding his pretending to be whole account very incredible, 
an heathen, and one of Ptolemy'*^ But our defign is not here to 
guards: and this appears firft confute it, but to Jb cdu our rea- 
from his ftyle, which is fraught » ders to thofe author.s who have 
both V. itli hcbraifms, and with writen more copioufty on that 
^ panegyrics on the nation, fubjed, and which he will find 

2. 1’he praifes he, gives the higy- below (3). 
ptimi king and court arc mollly 

(3) Pin, eaPjiaJi. pnrf. i. f. 6. fSt. 3. Sinr-n. byl. < F, ' 7 ". /. V'. 

c z. Ijfcr, ILtiJi, Pr.fi.inrcti J::b a, /?. C. 2 ’7. CjiIh - f /vj ^ 
lift’d/. ’ ■ / • 

R 2 verfion, 
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verfion, and pretend that their high-prieft, as ^11 as that of 
the yews^ having been invited by Ptolemy to come at the head 
of a number of learned men to carry on the work, upon a 
review of both tranflations^ that of the Samaritans had been 
preferred to the yewijh one, and placed in the library of the 
Egyptian monarch 

But whether all the books of the Old TeJlamentv/cretr^LnU 
lated at once, and by thd fame fet of men, or, as fome con- 
tend for, only the five books of Mofes^ wc have no fufiicient 
ground to affirm :* the latter doth, however, appear the more 
probable of the two from the difference of ftyle and exaflnefs, 
which manifefily appears in them \ for that of the pcntateuch 
is not only more faithful and agreeable to the original, but 
feems fomewhat more antient, and in the Alexandrian dialeft 5 
whereas that of the other books is more loofe and incorredt, 
and fometimes renders the fame Hebrew word differently from 
that of the Mofak ones, which feems to intimate, that they 
had been done by different hands, and at fome diftance of 
time. Thus much, however, is more than probable upon the 
whole, that if the firft verfion went no farther than the pen- 
tiitcuch, the hellenift yewsy who found fo great a benefit from 
it, did not go long without having all the reft of the iacred 
volume tranflated into the fame tongue. ^ 

Our next remark is, that the learned has fixed the 
time of this verfion to this year, as he believed the main part 
of the hittory, which wc have under the name of A/ ifleaiy 
to be true and genuine ; for, had he placed it later, it could 
not have coincided with the time of EleaTutry who is there 
mentioned as the yewijh high-prieft, who fent the feventy- 
two tranflators into Egypty and who died about the beginning 
of tha following year ; and, had he placed it earlier, it would 
have been before Ptolemy had married his fifter Arftnoe \ where- 
as the yewijh pontiff is there introduced as complimenting thill 
princeis, in his letter to the king, as his fifter and queen. 

Our. laft and moft material remark is, that whatever won- 
ders and fables the yews may have invented, and the Chriji-^ 
ans fwillowed, concerning this verfion, yet it was not with- 
out the conduA of the divine Providence, that thefe facreJ 
books were tranflated into a tongue fo univerfally known and 
fpoken, fo many centuries l eforc the completion of thofe 
prophecies, which they contained, and which were in due 
time to be fulfilled by and under the promi&d Meifiah. Had 
thofe divine oracles been ftill kept in the bands of the yewsy 
and in their original Hebrew y till the preaching of the 
they muft have loft a very conflderable part of their evidence i 

' ^ Lib, JosuE fup. citat, 

wbichi 
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which, by th«r being promilgit'-d in fo known a language, 
and difperfed fo far and wide, is now rendered unqueftionable 
and irrefragable (O). ^ 

We return now to the reign oSLPtolemy^ under whofe benign 
lnfluc4]ice the ydrwj, enjoying all the tranquil!.' ' they Qo\i\6 h 
wifli, made ufe of that interval toftudy and explain the facred h 
books. Thev kept open fchools, and Jntigonus Soch^rus 
at the head of them ; he died in great eftr*em of his nation, 
though Sadoc^ and another difciple, named BaithuSy forfook 
him, and his do£lrine,to fpread their own new-fangled epicurifm. 

He had two fucceflbrs, namely Jofeph the fon.of Joazery who 
took the title of NaJJi or prince, and Jofeph the fon o\-Johny 
who took that of Ab-heth dlny or father or prcfident of the 
fanhedrin ; and thefe jointly read their public hftures at ^ 
Jerufalcm Jewijh chronologcrs laft-quoted place An- 

Ugonus\ death about the end of the twentieth year of Ptolernfs 
reign. 

^ Pirke, Abboth. Judiafin, al. fup. citat. 

(O) The reader will doubtlefs ignorant of the Hebrew ^ quoted 
agree, that, without fuch a ver- thofe prophecies from ^XmSeptua- 
fion and publication of that Hi- vcrfion.mauy of the hellenift 
cred volume, it would have been found them fd ves fo ftreight- 

cxtreniely difHtfidt, notwithftand- Jy pinched by them, that they 
iiig tlic manifed impollibility of grew as much out of conceit 
a con^binatioii between the with it, as they had before ad- 

and the Qhrifliansy to have per- mired it. This diflike produced 
fuaded an unbe’^'^ving w'orld,that three other vcrfions of it, which 
tiiofe prophecies had not been were afterwaido known by the 
damped, after their completion, names of their authors, Aquila, 
as and other enemies of Theodetion and Symmuchus^ and, 

Chriftianity, abfurdly a firmed : no* unlikely a! foythatdii'cordance, 
whereas this verfion, and univer- which is found in the various 
fal difperfion of them through fo manuferipts of the old one, 
many dillant parts of the known the antienicfl and mod correft of 
world, put it beyond all que- all which, in the judgment of 
:Sion, that they were previous to thole who have thoroughly exa- 
their Completion, at lead by fome mined it, is that which is known 
centuries; and ow'c confequcntly by the name of Alexandrian^ 
their origin to perfons divinely and is now in the king's library' 
inlpired. We have had occnfion at 5/. James'^. A further dif- 
. to rpeak of feveral of them in quidtion upon this head would 
fome of the former volumes ^ doubtlefs be o«it of our province ; 
thoTe that relate more particular- and it is, we hope, fuffiejent to 
ly to the Mefliah, will be bed have referred our readers in the 
feen in the fequel of this chap- foregoing note to thofe critics 
ter. We’^all only obrerve,with who have treated of it more at 
rcfpe£l: to the latter, that when large, 
the primitive fathers, who were 

*Qn 
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i^jr.Ando- On the other hand, fome other contending monarchs Qiew- 

chus cd no left a dcfire to ingratiate thcmfelves to the Jews: par- 
Thcos. ticularly Antlocbus^ furnamed Thcos^ or the God^ and grandfon 
of Sekucus^ granted to thofe of Ionia the fame privileges and 
franchiles with the Greeks. This prince held out a long and 
bloody war againft Ptolemy Philadelphus^ which was at length 
terminated by a treaty of marriage, wherein the former was 
to marry Berenice the daughter of the latter, and to repudiate 
his iirft viife Laodicea ; but he having broken his contraft by 
a Tories of enormous murders, as we have clfewhcrc related 
v/as become fo odious to all his fubjefts every-where, that 
Ptolemy Euergetes^ who had fucceeded his father in Egypt^ 
c:ilily dirpoflVlfcd him of the provinces of Syria and Cilicia^ 

. befides fcveral other cities of /ifia ; all which readily opened 
their gules to him upon his firft appearing. Euergetes^ in his 
return from all thefe conqiiefts, part through Judaea in his 
way to Egypt \ and coming to Jerufalcm^ offered a’ great 
number ol f.icrificcs at the temple there, as an acknowlegcmcnt 
for his kite fucceflts * (P). 

Soon after Elcazar died, and Gnias^ though above thirty 
years of age, was f^r fome rcafon or other, fet by h orn the 
Mar.afTes high- pricti to make way for his gicat wnCid A LnaJJ'es^ 
tnadek'r^h’X\\t foil of Jaddua^ the uncle of Sim:)! the iujl \ but 
prieji. rnffiS^ being then very old, enjoyed it but a little while ; and 
Onias left it to Onias^ who afeended the pontifical chair in the 
/:-;:r^’'/;7>/,thirty-fe(:ond year of Ins age, and in tlic thirty-fixth of Pto^ 
Year of Uyny PhiUuldpbus, but in an unlucky hour for the Jews. 
the flood Omas^ wdiowas of abafe, fordid fpirit, ncgle<Sled every thin'v 
but hoardingup of treafirc, and was like \o have ruined the 
Let. Uir. ftatc by his avarice, had not a near relation of his 

^'W 3 - found out a notable expedient to favc itt. 

Jiid^fa had till then been taxed at the yearly tribute of 
twenty talents of filver, which fum his predcceflbrs had con- 
Ihmtly paid to the kings of Eg)ft 5 but Onias growing more 

** Sec before, vol. ix. p. 196, & feq. c Joseph, cont. 

Apion, f n. ^ Id, antiq. I. xii. c. 3. 


(P) It is thought, that this pre- 
fcicncc, which that prince fliew^ 
ed to the God of Ifrael before 
the deities of Egypt, was owing 
to his having been Hiewcd the 
prophecicb of Daniel, in which 
thofe great nnd fwiic conquefb 
bad been foretold. By this time, 
Onias II. the unworthy fon of 
Simon the jull, was entered into 


the pontifical office. During his 
minority, his uncle Eleazar, the 
brother of Simon, had been in- 
'Vefted with that dignity, as was 
lately hinted, and enjoyed it near 
thirty years ; it is during his pon- 
tificate that the Septuagint vcrfion 
above-mentioned is Inppofed to 
have been made. 

covetous;^ 
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covetous, as he grew oUcr, had funk that money into h\s His/orfiid^ 
own coffers, inffeacj or fending; it to the king’s trealury. flow ne/1 like 
long he bad gone on in «rrcars, our author doth not tell us ; hewe been 
but they were grown to fuch an height, that Ptole?ny Encrgiica/'f^tnl to 
thought fit to fend Jliheniou^ one of the officers of his court, 
demand them of that pontiff', threatening him at the fame 
time, that if they were not immediately paid, he would drive 
all they^wj out of their country, an 1 repeoplc it with new 
colonies of his own. This threatening and unexpefted de- 
mand put the whole city into the utmoft conffernation ; and 
who valued neither his dignity nor nation, in compari- 
fon of his money, was the only perfon who remained infen- 
fiblc of the danger 5 being rcfolved to facrifice both to the re- 
leiitriicnt of that prince, ratlier than refund any part of his 
ftolcn pelf. His fifter had then a fori by her husband TsbiuF^ 
who, though young, was highly efleemed for his pety, 
jufticc, and prudence : he was then at his country-feat, whither 
his mother ibnt him word of the peril in whicii her brother's 
fordidnefs was like to involve the whole nation. (that jofeph’.? 

was the noble youth’s name) loft no time to come and cxpo-^^9' 
ftulate with his uncle. He upbraided him in the ftrongeft^'^^'^'^ 
terms for bafely preferring his ill-gottcn riches to the facred- 
iiefs of his fundion, the fafety of his country, and efpcciaJly 
of his friends and relations ; and, finding him deaf to ail lie 
urged, advifed him at leaft to take a journey into 
and f ndeavour to obtain a reniiffion, either of the whole, or 
part of the debt. All the anfwer he could get from the reft/ 
old pontiff' was, that he never coveted cither his dignity or 
government ; and that he was refolved to forego them both, 
racier than take fuch a long journey. Tliere being no remedy Cars into 
left, but to offer himfelf to go and apply to the Egyptian 
monarch, he cafily obtained his uncle’s confent to it. He 
then convened the people in the temple, at that lime the ufual 
place for holding their public aflemblics; and there endeavoured 
to diflipate their fears, by promifing them, that he would (liort- 
ly go down into Egypt ^ and find fome cfFe< 5 lual means, if 
they approved of his enterprize, to reconcile the king to 
them. 

His propofal having been received with univcrfal applaufe, 
fo/eph went immediately to Athmioriy invited him to his houfe, 
and entertained him in a fumptuous, but obliging manner, all 
the rc^t of the time heftayed in Jcrufalem 5 *and, upon his de- 
parture, made him feveral coiifiderable prefents. This noble 
carriage failed not to have the defaed effc<£l. The Egyptian jUs fucufi 
deputy promifed to fet the whole matter in a favourable light there, 
before the king; and on the other hand, promifed to 

ollow him foon after, and to give that monarch full fatjsfadion 
* R 4 for 
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for all that had pallid during his uncle’s government. fJoth 
thefe punflually performed their promile^; Athenion^ upon 
his arrival at court, loudly exclaimed again!! Oniai*% fordid- 
nefs, but faiJ at the fame time fo many things in praife of his 
nephev\^, ih^xPialefny had already conceived an high eifteem for 
him ; on the other hand, having borrowed twenty 

thoufand mar is from the bankers of Samaria^ fet out for 
Alexandria with an handfomc equipage. M' w he was receiv«jd, 
and wl.at fuccels he met with, at the Egyptian court, wc have 
feen elft where * : fothat, having by his addrefs obtained the 
farming of the provinces of Ccelefyria^ Phoenicia^ fudcia^ 
and Samaria y and borrowed a conhdcrable fuin ot his Epyfiian 
friends, he returned Xoferufalem^ attended wiih an efcort of 
tw'o thoufand men, to aljill Jiim in collefting the royal tribute, • 
and to punilh tbofe who flioulJ refufe to pay it : the fuccefs 
of whofe comrnilTion the reader may fee in the note ( Q^). 


* Vol. ix. p. 391, &:fcq. 

( Q ) The Afcalonitcs were during w'hich time he gained an 
the hfA who felt thefevereefTeds immenfe treafure, under the 
of hib authority. They had not reigns of three Ptohmies^ name- 
only difubeyed his commands, ]y Euergetes, Pkilopator^ and 
but had even loaded him with piphnnesy the Ion ^of Phikmetory 
bitter invectives, fo that, to pre- who was dirpofl'ellcd of thole pre- 
vent the jiifedioii fpreading fur- vinccs hy Ant iochus the (heaty as 
thcr, he was forced to make a we have Ihewn in a forme/ chap- 
feverc example of them to the ter. After which Epiphanes 
xclL He caufed twenty of the having again recovered tl.em by 
ringleaders to be hanged, and a marriage with Antiochus's 
conhl'catcd their eftates, out of daughter, he was alio rellored 
which he fent a thoufand talents to his farms, and enjoyed tl!em 
to the king, witji an account of many years after, even, as our 
what he had done. He treated Je^iJh hiftorian tells us, to the 
the inhabitants of Scythopolis af- day of his death. The reader 
ter the fame manner ; and thefe , may fee w'hat we faid on this 
were the only ones that ventured head in the place above quoted, 
to follow thofe of Aj'cakn : the jofeph by this time had feven 
reft br-Lg all overawed, did , fons by one of his wives^ and an 
willingly open their gates, and eighth named Hyrcaiiy by his 
pay their taxes; 2 iXi^‘Jof,phy at brother 5f//««i’s daughter, whom 
the fame time that he remitted he had made him marry, iqftead 
them into Egypt y did Jrom lime of a beautiful Egyptian dancer, 
to time lend lome^prc fonts to his ^^ofephy whilft in Egypt y had feen 
friends there, to keep bp his in- this fair woman at iomc of the 
tereft at court. As for the king, public (hews, and was fallen in 
he was fo pleafed with Tuch a love with her ; he was aihamed 
confiderable augmentation of his to difeover his weaknefs to any 
revenue,that he continued him in but his brother, who promifed to 
his office two-and- twenty years, procure her to him ; but,inftead 

‘ of 
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In the interim^ Ptolemy^ furnamed Philopator, fuccceded Ptolemy 
his father " uerg^tes in Egypt^ not without llrong fufpicion ofPhilopa- 
his having dilpatched^him by poifon, as he was indeed profli-tor. 
gate enough for fuch a deed ; and Simon H had fuccceded his Simon II. 
father Onias foon, after in the high-prietthood at 'JcuifaUm.hif^hpriefl. 
This pontiff was of a quite different fpirit from his father ; he Year of 
was a man of great piety and zeal, of fingular condudl and the flood 
courage ; all which were put to a ffvci e ptoof, before he had y * *• 
pafled the firft year of his pontificate. He was moreover free Cbr, 
ffoni that fordidnefs and avarice which had proved fo detri- ^37- 
mental to the "Jewijh ftate during his father’s office ; for, be- 
lides thofc dangers which his wife nephew had the addrefs to 
avoid, they had fuftered a conffant feries of evils from the 
Samaritans^ ever fince thcTc lafl. came to be aw^are of tbe bafe- 
iiefs of the yewijh pontiff. Nothinglefs indeed could be ex- 
pelled from that exafperated nation, who watched all oppor Jews .^a- 
tunities to vent their malice, than that they fliould take i\\c raffed ly 
advantage of their weak government to infnare and t)ppre<V the Sama- 
them. Accordingly, Jojcpkus tells us, there was fcarcc aritans. 
year in w'hich they did not make fome jncurfion, ravage the ^ 
country, and carry away captives, during the whole time ofjuda-a 
that cowardly prieft s. But, to return to PlAUpatory wr 
niay remember he was likely to have XoUPalaJlinc uy the trca-leiny Phi- 
ebrry of Theodore^ governor of Phoenicia^ who had rebelled lopator. 
againft him, and engaged to put that p'ovi nee, together with . 
ihofi t)f yudua and Coelefyriciy into Antiochus\ hand**, who 
had always looked upon them as difmembered from his 
kingdom. 7 ne plot having been timely dilcovered, Antio AmjQ^hus 
chus openly invaded took a great many cities on both 

fidcs yordariy particularly Phikteriay on the north fide of the 
fea of I'lberiaSy Betbjhaiiy or Scythopolisy on the fouih, and 
Ittabyriuniy Itiongiy lituated on mount "Tabor. 1 From tlience 
he took all the land that had formerly belonged to the two 
tribes and half on the other lidc yordan ; but winter draw'ing 
near, he left five thoufand men there under the command of 
Hippolochus and Kerttasy two other rcvoltcrs from Ptolemy y to 

R Antiq, 1. xiii c. 4. 


of her, he introduced his own* fuch a public adlrefs. yofeph^ 
daughter into his bed; and, when fathfied with his rcafons, took 
the cheat was difeovered, Selinus his new wife home, and had this 
fo well cxpoftulated the matter* Hyrcanhy hetf who proved fuch 
with him, that he eafiiy con- a proniiling youth, that he foon 
vinced him,^ that he had afted a ingroffed his aflFe^ion from all 
friendly part in preventing his bis other brethren, and the fequel 
expofing himfclf to the contempt will fhew% jthat he was really dc- 
of the Egyptians^ by marrying ferving it (4). 

(4) 7 i^ph. antiq. I xii. c. 4. 


keep 
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Antiochus keep the country in awe till the next fpring. By that time 
defeated Ptolemy came with fuch a powerful army againft him, that 
by Philo- he defeated him in a fet battle, and forced him out of thofe 
pator. provinces ; after which all the cities readily opened their 
gates to the conqueror, and fent their embalfadors to make 
their fubmiffion and prefents to him 

7 'n:'. Jews^ always attached to xh^ Egyptians ^ were fomc 
of the forwardeft to corns and congratulate him upon his late 
fuccefs. 'I'liev wore kindly received by him, and, among 
ether marks of his favour, he told them, that he defigned to 
go to fcriifalem^ and otFer his I’acrifices to their God. He 
did fo accordingly, and, bcfidcs a great number of vic^tims 
which he there oftcred, he made fomc confidcrablc prefents to 
the temple 5 but this inuniftcence gave them but a Ihort-lived 
jov, which was foon after turned into the deepeft mourning. 
'I'he beauty of the temple, and the fplcnd id order and decency 
of its wmdhip, unliappily raifed in the king a curiolity of 
pof incd feeing the inlidc and Pinion II. who then ofHciatcd as higli- 
bjhim, prieft, failed not to reprefent to him the facrednefs of the 

• place ; the entrance of which was by their law forbid not only 

to Grangers, but even to ihejews themfelves, who were not 
rf the faccrdotal order: he even ventured (o denonnee fome 
heavy punl/hmcnt from God, in cafe he prefumed to profane 
t!ie temple j whilfl the priclls were humbly furrounding him to 
obftrud his pafiage, and the people, in the utmoft confternation, 
fending up their cries to heaven to avert his defign. All this 
oppofition made that obftinate monarch more refolutc, and. 
His w;;vr- having forced his way through the outward courts, he was 
ei/l'jus p:i- going Oil to enter into the holy place itfelf, when God fmote 
nijhment^ him with fuch a dread and terror of mind, as put a full ftop 
to his further progrefs. He was carried out half-dead by his 
c.nd re- attendants, and as foon as he was come to himfelf, inftead of 
jtntmcnt adoring the powerful hand that had fmitten him, he breathed 
againfi the the mofl dreadful threats, not only againft thofe who had 
Jews. dared to oppofe his will, but againft the whole nation. Soon 
after winch he departed from Jeritfalem^ full of the deepeft 
* refen Unent, the fad efiedfs of which he was not long before 

Jie made them feel, by one of the dreadfulleft perfecutions 
that that unhappy nation had ever fufFered, but which was 
cutionjhp- happily flopped by the fingi ’ar interpofition of providence. 
ped, Wc have given an account qf this wonderful change in the 
former volume ' ; and all- that we (hall add here is, that as 
their conftancy to their religion had obtained this miraculous 
deliverance, it drew as heavy a punilhment on thofe who 
through fear had apoftatized from it. Ptolemy^ now more 

^ Id. ibid. €. 4. 5 Maccab. i. i. Sc fcq. ^ Vol. ix.Jp. 39?, 

ic fcq. • ' 

than 
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than ever convinced, that the fews were protefled l>y a divine 
power ; and that men, who could be thus faithful to their 
God, could never turn rebels to their prince (R) ; among 
other marks of his favour and high eftcem, did at their car- 
neft requeft grant them full power to inflift wha^ nunifliment 
they thought fit on thofe few apofiates, who were foon after 
put to death, to the number c?f three hundred, as a warning 
to future ages (S). 

■ Piokwy 

(R) They gave that prince their religion ; and therefore that 

foon after a noble inftance of this, name is given to this book, as it 
when he was forced to make war contains the hiltory of that per- 
againft his rebellious Egyptians^ fecution which the "Je-ms fuffered 
in which the proved fo at Alcxaytdna^ and were like to 

faithful to him, that fixty thou- have fufFcred in all the domini- 
fund of them loll their lives in ons of Philopator. Who the 
one battle (5). aiuhor of it wa;?, is not there 

(S) The thus happily faid ; but he is fuppofed to have 

delivered, ercdlcd a ftately pillar, been an Alexetudrian who 

and inllitiited a fcftival, in me- has embclliflied Jiis hiilory after 
jnory of it, whicii was oblcrved the manner of his nation, with 
during fivcral centuries after, fonic ciilargcmcnts, and couched 
This remaikable hiitoiy, how- them in a romantic ilyle, nor 
ever, has been iSmItted by Jofe- very likely to raife the credit of 
fkui \ he fays nothing of it in his it, tJiougli the main purport of 
antiqujpfics j and, as for what we the llory be nevcrthclefs ac- 
find of it in his book againll A- knovvieged to be true ; for the 
fion, befides th-af ic is only in the have undergone many lucJi 

Latinvex^ion of Rufiius, and not pcifccutions, and have been often 
in the orignal, it is there laid as wondei fully delivered. 

to have happened under Ptaiewy 7 ^he time in which this book 
Phyfeon, fo that the book out qf was written, is thought to be 
which this perfeciition and deli- after the other two of the Mpc- 
verance were takeh,fccms to have cahees^ and that of the Ion of 6’/- 
been unknown to the Je*wiJh rach, called Ecclcjiajiicus (6). 
hilbrian. What is related in the beginning 

It is improperly called the coneevmng ncodotus iindArJince, 
third book of the Maccabees ; for feems taken out of Polybius^ and 
it is prior to the other two in therefore is fuppofed to have been 
point of time, and to the fecond written after this Lift (7) ; and 
book in point of authority. As yet both authors might have it 
for tHfc word Maccabee, of which from more antient records, fo 
ive (hall have occifion to fpeak ^ that no furc influence can be made 
more fully in the fcquel, it was about it. 

ufed by the Jenvs to fignify thofe It was written originally in 
brave heroes, who either flood Greeks and is quoted by fome 
up in defence of, or fuffered (or antient fathers (8) as canonical, 

(0 chrtn. Utd, VJ/lr, in anno 37S9. (6) Grot. Colin. /L? al. 

(7) Pud. convefi. fub an. r.i6. /g) Eufeb. chrome, fbeodoret, in Dan. xi. 7. 

Athanoj. fy»opj, NUej,bor, (Sf al, 

but 
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Ptolemy Philopcitor died <ome time after, and left the king- 
Ptolemy his fan, furnained Epiphanes^ ; who, being then but 

Jipiplianes between four and five years old, gave a handle to his two com* 
Year of peiitors, Antiochm the Gnat ^ ztiA Philip of Macedon^ to join 
the fi 6 od their forces to diveft the young monarch of his whole king* 
2144. dom (T) : the former was to invade the provinces of PalajUne 
BcT. Chr. and Pha nicia^ and the latter Egypt ^ and e^ch was to keep all 
he co/H|iiercd. On this cccaficjn the fnc’s wonted 'iQy airy 
failed tlvmi, fo that they took part \yith Antiochus^ who made 
a quick progress in thit province; but was again as quickly 
dcpriVw'd of it by Scophas the Egyptian general, who reduced 

^ Sec vol. ix. p. 402. 

but difputcd by others, and was knowing concerning it in Cal- 
once received in the fame apofto- met's preface to it, and we (hall 
lie canon with the other two; but here own, once for all, that it is 
the E ulgate verfion has never ad- to him we owe all the following 
initte^d it, though the greated quotations out of that book, 
part of the copies now (T) The fecond year of this 

extant have it, particularly our young monarch’s reign being, ac- 
Alexandrian one; but this lall cording to the JenviJh chrono* 
not being in ufe in the weHern ' logy, the three thoufandth five 
church a; the time of the re- hundredth and fijctieth year of the 
formation, but the Latin only, worldjjv thofe authors tell us, that 
that is the reafon why our 'Englijh Jojhua the fon of Barachiah was 
bibles have it not, though it may chofen najpy or prefideril, and 
much better deferve a place there Nathan the Arbelite^ ab-heth- 
than fomc other apocryphal pieces din^ or vice-prefident of the fan- 
th:it are in it, hedrin, and of the divinity-fehool 

There is ft: 11 another book of at Jerufalm. They add, that 
the fam^ name, commonly known when Alexander the Afmonean 
by the name of the fourth book king of Judara put the JewiJb 
of Maecahees, We have often dolors to death, for haying dared 
quoted it in the fequel of this to rebuke him for taking upon 
chapter, though the author fome- him the high-pricfthood,as well as 
times claihcs vf \t\i J of ephus^ and th^ regal dignity, fled into 

other hiitoriansw ArchbilhopC^^#- Egypt ; ^nd that Je/us of Naxa- 
quotes i«kewife fometimes an A- reth followed him thither, and 
rahic verfion of it, which has became his difciple ( 9 ). This 
been printed in Mr. Le 'fay\ po- we chiefliy:hint at here, to fhew 
lyglot ; the book itfelf is very what wretched chronology the 
much unknown to the Latin fa* Je^ws are, fince that year 

thers ; and the ^reeb ones, by T of the world was many years be- 
whom it is mentioned, differed fore that Afmenean king, and a- 
much about its author. The bove two hundred years before 
reader may fee all that is worth the birth of Chrift (i). . 

( 9 ) Abr%Zaccut, inyuebajin, David Ga):t», h Zmakb, Dav. SbalJheL Hae- 
tahaL (ij Vid, Frid, ubi fupra, an, 202 . Scatig, dc emend, temp, UJ'er, 

al, 

the 
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iht Jews to their former obedience. This advantage, however^ 
proved but fhort-lived, and the Syrian king foon’ recovered it Antlo- 
all from him ; . and in this fccond expedition the Jews didchusV^#- 
him fuch fignal ferviccs, that he refolvcd to fpare no favour xonerofity f 
fix them to his intereft ; for when Stophas had on!} ',he citadeW^^ 
of Jerufalem left, into which he had thrown a ftrong garifon, 
they received the Syrian troops and elephants into that city, 
and aflifted them with all their power co drive the Egyptians 
out of it, which was foon accomDlifhed by their united 
ftrength (U). 

Antiochus therefore, willing to gratify ^\fi'j€wijh nation for 
their fo freely engaging in his interdt agairdt the Egyptians^ 
fent a letter to Ptolemy^ his then general, which has been pre- 
ferved at large by Jofephus ^ ; and in which, having related 
the great fcrvices which tliat people had done him, he acquaints 
him, that he defigned to rcttorc their metiopolis to its antieni^^^^^f 
fplendor, liberty, and privileges, and to recall all thofe 
who had been driven out of it : that, out of his fingular re- * 

fpeft to the temple of their God, he grantctl unto tliem 
twenty thoufand pieces of filvcr, towards the charges of vic- 
tims, franklncenfe,winey and oil j one thoufand four hundred 
meafures of fine wheat, and three hundred feventy-five mea- 
fares of f.ilt, tpwards their ufual oblations : that the temple 
ftiould be thoroughly repaired at his own coft : that they fhould 
enjoy the free excrcife of their religion; reftorc the public fer- 
vicc of the temple, and tlic prieiis, Icvitcs, fingers, 6V. to 

1 Antiq. lib. xii. c. 3. 

■N 

(U) Our author does not tell thofe of Jud^ra to prefer his go- 
us the rcafon of this defeftion ; vemmenc to that of the Egypti- 
but it is likely^ that Epipbanes*^ arts, by which they were now fo 
minority had, encouraged his go- much oppreffed. Jofephus tells 
vernors in thofe provinces to load us further, that the Babyhnijh 
them with heavy taxes, and fuch- Je<ws had fliewed fuch an attach- 
like oppreffions, efpecially Sco jnent to that prince, and done 
phaSy who was of fuch a rapa- him fuch fignal ferviccs, that he 
eious teiAper, that he Ruck at confided the guard of his Rrongcll 
no rapine or cruelty to enrich and moft confiderable gariloiis to 
hixniCblf. them, and fent them into feve- 

cSI' the other hand, ral provinces to quell his other 

had Ihewedhimfelf a great friend feditious fubj/iih : ull which, 
to the^rwj that wej».in the pro-’ being io many arguments of tht* 
of Babylon zxAMc/ofotamia, great trull he put in them, cou!d 
imd had granted them fuch. great not but be highly pleafirg to 
privileges, as might calily induce thofe of PaJtrpne (2). 

(2I /.xih 

ihclr 
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their ufual funclions ; that no ftranger, ovJezVj that was iin- 
purified, flioiild enter within the fept ( W) of that facred 
place : and that no flefli of unclean beafts Ihould be broiiglit 
into ferufalcm^ not even their skins ; all thefe under the pe- 
nalty of paying three thoufand pieces of filver into the treafury 
of the temple. He further granted an exemption from all 
taxes for three years to all the difperfed fewt that ftiould come 
within a limited time to rcpcople that metropolis : and that 
all that J)ad heen fold fojj’ Haves, within his dominion, (hould 
be immediately fet free. By all thefe extraordinary favours, 
jfntioJms fo f.dlened the jews to hl^ intcreft, that not only 
fiuUc^ but all the otlier neighbouring provinces, readily fub- 
niittccl to him ; and that monarch, having in the fpace of one 
campaign fubdued and quieted them, returned to his capital, 
and palled the winter there. 

AnoUT three years after this died the high-prieft Simon II. 
and was fucceeded by his fon Onias III. a perfon of great piety, 
ckmency and worfliy to have lived in better times than 
thofe of his pontificate proved, and of a better end than he 
met v^ith, as the fcquel will flicw. This is the pontiff', to 
whom our learned ifjher fuppofes Arans king of Lacedeemon 
fent a letter, of which an account has been given in a former 
volume " ; but we have tlicrc fhewn the impoffibility of his 
being the pe rfon, and (hat it could be no other than Onias the 
full of that name. In the eighth year of Onias III. th^y^zw 
loft tlicir great friend and protc£tor Aritiochus^ who was mur- 
dered by the people of Elpnais^ as has been related in the 
former volume* but found as kind an one in his fon Seleucus 
for fome time. The fcivs were then in fuch high efteem, 
that fovereign princes courted their fricndlhip, and made mag- 
nificent prefents to the temple ; and Selcucus furnilhed out of 
his own treafury all the expcnccs of jt. Judaa enjoyed a pro- 
found peace, and their laws were obferved with great ftridtnefs 
under their worthy higb-priefl until a inifundcrftanding 
which happened between him and Simon a Benjamite^ brought 
a feries of evils on x\\\ifLZvilb ftatc;. 

Onias 1\. i then enjoyed the lacerdo!al dignity about iixtccn 
years j and Simen had been made govLinor of the temple *1. 

Antiq. 1 . xii. c. 4, A- 5. Eu s* caron. & chron, Alexand. 
” Vol. vii. p. 130, ^ net. (S). , o Wd, ix. p. 230, &feq. 
270, & foq. * 2 Maccati. lii. o; leq, ^ Ibid, vcr.4, 

& fcq. 

fW) I'his indofiire, which the from the iir.ci.-cumcifed, withth 
Ilclrezu calh rV/, was that \vhich therefore it was unlawfti 
v/iiich feparatccl the cirtunicifid fo. the latter to enter (3) 

(ij /'.A tf, f. z;. 

Perhaps 
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Perhaps that place was devolved to him from Jofph^ the ge- y! fatal 

nerous fon of Tchias lately mentioned, whole fon he is fup- breach be- 

pofed to have been ; v/hcii an uproar happening in the city, 

caufed this fatal breach betwixt thofe two great perfons in the 

eleventh year of Scleucus. The author doth nor ^cll us upon 

what account this tumult was raifed, and the coni eftu res of Year of 

modern authors about it are fcarce worth mentioning. But fhis 

conteft, whatever it was, grew to fuel, an height, that 

finding he could not get the better cf the ftrenuous pontiff'’, 

went away to yfpol/onins the fon of Thrcifcas^ who was then 

governor of Coslefyria and ValetjVnic^ the only two provinces 

x\\^ Romans had left untaken from Sclev>us S and acquainted SimonV 

him, that there were immenfe ireafLires laid up in the temple 

of Jerafakm^ which might at his pleafure be I’cized upcni for 

the king's ufe. ‘ The governor fent to inform Selcncin (X) of 

it, who difpatched immediately Hehodoms to fetch it away to 

Antioch, 

Heliodorus^ 


* Liv. I. XXXV. k fcq. Appiajj; tn Syriac, k al. 2 Maccab. 
iii per tot. 

(X) It is plain from this whole of Egypt (7I. Hence fome have 
llory, which is* takdn from the concluded, that they had never 
fecond bookof theMYfr«i^m(4), returned to the latter, but had 
and confirmed by Jofephus {t^)^ been coiiffantly kept by the three 
that Seleucus had enjoyed Fa- former. 

laJUne, Ceelejyria, and Pheenicia, But all this feems clearly con- 
fome time before his death j and tradifted by \A\?xJofephu5 affirms 
how his father got’ ‘thefe pro- of Hyrcati's being fent to Egypt to 
Vinces from the king of Egypt^ congratulate Ptolemy on the birth 
we have already fecn ; but how of a fon by his queen Cleopatra. 
they reverted to that monarch, Shall we then fay, tliat Jofeph 
after they had been rcllorcd to font this compliment to him, not 
Ptolemy upon his marriage with as to bis king, but as to hi> 
Cleopatra^ we can no-where find, quondam benefaftor ? But our 

It is true, Polybius feems to fenjoijh hiilorian adds, that all 
intimate, that this rellitution was the nobility of Coehfyria flock- 
never made to Ptolemy (6) ; but cd thither on tlie fame errand ; 
that both Antiochus and his fon which plainly intimates, that he 
Hill kept thofe provinces in their was in poffefiion. of thofe pro- 
hands after the marriage : and vir.ces. 

clfewherc he introduces We muff therefore fuppofe, 

^/(^i^i«,^jdenying,that his grand- either that thefe compliment'; 
father had ever promifed to fur- were paid to Ptolemy by tlie 
render them to Ptolemy the king Jews and Cae/ej/yrsans, as to the 

(4.) Cap.iW. ^ iv, Lilf. deMaccah, . (C) Legat. 

(7) Idem, Ixxx. 

Co?.- 



2s 6 The of Jew?. B* II, 

HclioJo- t^fliodorus^ the better to conceal the purport of his commif- 
rusy^;?^ to fim, pretended that he was ordered to go and view all the 
Jerufalem cities of Caelefyria and Phcenicta^ and only to take ferufalem 
His erand^^ thither, where he was received 

rrceftiosi, with Angular honours, he acquainted Onias with 

the orders he had received from the king, and made a mote 
particular inquiry after thofc treafurcs. The high-ptlcft told 
him, that there was indeed fucb a treafure in the temple, 
nothing fo large as he had been informed j that, befides thofis 
things that had been confecrated to Goi>, the reft had been; 
depoliteci there by or for the widows and orphans, for their 
fecurity, whofe property therefore they were; that a con- 
fxderable fum had been likewifc laid up there by Hyrcan the 
fon of Jofeph^ a man of great dignity ; and that he, being the 
guardian of this wealth, could never give his confent, that it 
fliould be alienated from the right owners, to the difgrace of 
his dignity, and of that facred place, which was reverenced 
by all the world : but all this not being fulficient to outweigh 
the poAtive orders which Heliodorus had received from the 
king, he marched dircflly towards the temple ; the high- 
prieft and the reft of the minifters of the place in vain en- 
deavouring to obflruft his paffage. Whilft the wlfole city wa« 
in the utmoft confufion, the gates of the place were ordered 
to be broken down, and tht^yriam were juft ^oing to enter; 
Is punijhed when God fmote them with fuch a panic terror, that they 
by God. fell down half-dead (Y), » * 

When 

foji-in-law of Antlochus^ to whom who flew 0pon him with the ut* 
thofe provinces were fliortly to moll fpeed and fury, and cruihed 
devolve in virtue of the mar- him under his horfe’s feet, was 
riage; or elfe, that if they had forthwith carried out almoif dead 
been really furreiidered to him, by his men, and continued Tome 
took afterwards the ad- days in that condition. At length 
vantage of his fon Philopator*s Onias ^ Aaring left this wonderful 
minority to diveil him of them ; accident fhould bring the 
Anceit is plain, by thehiftoryof under the fufpicion of having 
Simn's applying to Apollonius, of made foilie unlawful attempt 
Seitiucus fending Heliodorus, and againft the Syrian minifter, Werft 
of Onia: applying himfelA not to the temple, and offered fomc 
to Ptolemy, but to Selettcus, for facrifices lor his recovery ; which 
redrefs, that this jlaft had poITcf- being obtained, he immediately 
fed them fome time before his left Jerufalem^%rA went to ac- 
death. quaint the king with what had 

( Y) Heliodorus among the rtll, happened to him. SeLucus how- 
who faw a viiion of a man on ever, whether he (ufpcfled 'the 
horfeback iumptuoufly drelTcd, truth of his relation, or was re- 

folved 


Eftdea- 
mours to 
force the 
temple. 
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Wh£H the traitor. found» that ht ha^ mifleJ his aij^ 
he endeayoured to throw all the blame upon the good high- 
prieft, pretending tl»t he waa the perfon who had called j&i- 
lioJorus to I and drew fuch a party aga'nft him, that 

\ feyerai perfons killed on both fides* At length 0»n7j, Onias^wj 

fuch an inteftine fa^iion; cfpoudDy to cm^ain 
his rival in high favour with ApUonius the then go- totheking: 
fl^i^oor, went to complain to the king at Antioch, tic was 
::|lifeil received, and Simon was thereupon baniihed < ^ but Se- Simoiiha^ 
hu£»s^ dying foon after, was fucceeded by his foil Antiochus^ nijhed, 
furnamed apiphanesy whofe brutifh character we have feen in 
a former chapter ”, and who foon made his^fubje^ls repent of 
the joy they had expreiTed at his firft coming to the crown. 

The jMSy of all others, were not long before they felt the 
dreadful effeds of his fury, more through the ambition of 
fome, and the fadtions and feuds which reigned then in that 
unhappy ftate, than the cruel temper of this new monarch. 

He .was Icarce fettled on his throne, before Jafon (Z), the 
brother of Onias the then high-prieft, taking advantage of 
the king’s penury, his treafury being quite exhaufted by the brother 
large tribute his predecelTors had paid to the Romans^ went to Onias. 
Antwby and procured from him the high-priefihood at the 
price of three hundred and fifty talents, and obtained an order, flood 
that his brother (hould be fent to, and confined to dwell at 
that m'^tropolis (A). 

* £vsbb. in chronic, ” VoLix. p. 276, & feq. 

been valuable to an honed j^esv, 
he began with changing his name 
into that of Ja/on, which he 
thought more conformable and 
pleafing to the Greeks^ whofe 
cuftoms be was then going to in- 
troduce into his nation. 

(A) Without this lad, there 
would indeed have been little 
likelihood of bis" enjoying l^s 
ill-gotten dignity with any 
fatisfeftion, fince the very pre- 
'fence of the depofed ponerfli; ib 
.highly admirec^ for his fingu- 
lar piety, mud of courfe have 
revived the rcfcninlcnt and ha- 
tred of the people againd him, 
and have proved aconllant check 
Co his authority (9}. 


2173. 
Bcf. Chr. 


folved at any price to get the 
JewiJh treafure, aiked him fur- 
ther^ whether he knew any man 
that was fit to be fent upon chat 
expedition ? Heliodorus aoTwer- 
ed,that if the king had any enemy 
that he would be glad to gee rid 
of, he need but fend him to rifle 
th^C (acred place, and he would 
fee him come back in fuch a 
condition, as would convince 
him, that it was under the pro- 
tedUon of (bme divine and irrefid- 
ible po^er (8). 

(Z) This wi^h was called 
JoJua or Jefus ; but as he 'was 
to purchafq the favour of 
the king and court at the ejtpence 
of every thing that ought to have 


(S) 2 Maccabi iii, 24, • 

V01-. X., 


(9) 2 Maceoh, iv, 7, & fcf. 

S 
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finding how weicome this money wwib the young 
mon4rch, and' being defirous to leflen, as much Vs pofSble^ 
the antipathy which other nations had agamft that, of th« 

" yrWi\ offered him another fum of one hundred ^nd fifty ta- 
lents, for the liberty of erefiing 2 it yerufak/rt igymn^^Ciam or 
BuiUs a place of public exercifes, fuel) as were prailifed 
gymn^Jium jn academy for training up the youth after the Grr«W ihanttt^, < 
41/ Jerufa* f^j- liberty of making fuch^/ioj as he thought 
lem. Qf oi Antioch ; all which Were readily grantetf to 1)?^* " 

_ . He then let out for yerufalem^ and With thefc poweilsVfOfmw ' 
atnsa ftrong a p.irty in 'Judisay as he thought would ealily Oyer- 
/ ^^IhdrT ‘ Onicn^ which was ftill very ftrohg, cfpe- 

^ ci Jly \nyerufdem. Among thofe that joined themfclves to this 
• intruder, were the malcontent fons of jofiph latdy mentioned, 

and a number of others, who, through a wanton incohftancy, 
were become exceffively fond of the Gr/r/tf«,cuftoms,,and as 
weary of their own'^. The freedom of the city of Antiochy 
a very valuable privilege, was another bait, which drew Aill 
Cciufei a over to him. From this time a general apo- 

gentral /i- ft^fy from the ytwijl) religion overfpread the greateft part of 
the nation ; the academies were erefted by the ufurping hrgh- 
prieft, both for their youth and for men grown ; and as foirtc 
of thefc exercifes were to be performed naJt^d, thefe vile 
apoftates found means to efface the fear of circumcifion, to 
prevent thtir being diftinguiflieJ from other people.^ The 
prieffs, as well as the laity, from thenceforward neglected 
the fervicc of the temple, to afliff at thefe new hcatHcnifli 
exercifes ; and the laws, which the lution had obtain- 

ed for the free cxercife of their religion and rights, became 
of none effect, tluoagh the Itafcnefs of one finglc renegado, 
who facrificed his religion and country to' his ungovernable am- 
bition. 

Sr:ds pre* As he ftuck at nothing that could ingratiate himfelf to An*, 
fintstofa-iiochus^ he lent the next year a number of his p^rcizans, on 
crijjce to who!)) he had beft >wed the freedom of Aniioch^ to a^ft at the 
Hercules. Olympic games, with a confidcrable fum (B) to be fpifnt in 

^ Vide I Maccab. i, I2, &fcq. Joseph, ant. 1. xii. c:6. 

(B) This fum, (he common prefers the ArMpdilian^ pianu- 
copies fay, was only three ^ feript, which calls it thr^0 thou- 
hundred drachm's; but, as the' fand three hurfred, which was-a 
learned Vjler obferves (i), this more likely ptefent, confidering 
was too incondderable a fum up> the perfon who fent it, who was 
on faci) an occnfion, it amount* a man wholly devoted to that \ 
ingto but a little above eleven* monarch’s pleafurc. 
pounds flcrling; and therefore 

( ij !ih^ A, Mt 3S3«>, 


facrifices 
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(acriiip6st6 Herculei^ in whofe honour thofe games 

V^ere celebfated i bujt the/e ,men, whether out of confcience 
ot fear, chofe rather to make a prefent of it to the Tyriam reat^ 
^ towards the repairing of their fleet. Antioch^? by this time 
iinderflanding tjbAt ihe young king of Egypt ^ now of age,tigchus. 

to attempt the recovery of Pala/itney Phcenice and 
up^fyria^ made a tour into thefc provinces, and Cook Jeru* 
in his way, where Jafon received him with a magnifi- 
^'^nc^Tcrftable to t)ie value he put upon that monarches favour 
"ahd frifendjfhip. 

( 1 & did not however enjoy his ill-gotten dignity long, before 
be was tbruft out of it by his brother Afe^ic/ai/s (C), whom htedhyhh 
had ferit to Antiochin with the ufual tribute. Menelaus^ in* brother. 
ftead bf; cortfuhing the king about thofe matters which his 
brother had charged him with, took that opportunity to in- 
finuate himfclf^to him by the moft fl^^grant flatteries; toMenelaus 
which' having added the fum of three hundred talents more 
tban^tf/iw had paid for the high-priefthood, he eafily obtain- 
^d it, and returned vvit.h his new commiflion to Jerufalem \r\prieft^ 
the third year of Jafotis pontificate. He foon got himfelf 
ftrong party, at the head of which were the fons of Tobias^ 
who were then vcjy powerful in Judecarj but yafon was not Year of 
without his powerful friends, who^ detefting JdrwfAzr/r’s trea- the flood 
chcry,’ foon forced him to retire, with the lieads of his fac- 2176. 
tion,«into Antioch, Thither, the better to gain their point ^br. 
agaihft yajon^ they wertt, and acquainted Antiochus^ that ^ 7 ^* 
they were fujy rcfolved to forfake their old religion, and 
wholly to conform to that of^ his country ; whith fo plcafcd^^^* 
that proud monarch, that he Jent them back with a force 


(C) This apoftate’s right name 
was which he changed for 
that of Menelaus, in imitation of 
hjs brother, and in' complaifance 
to the Greeks, The book of the 
Maccabees (3) makes him the foti 
of Tobias^ and brother of the 
treachcroas 5 /fflra/r above-mention- 
ed i. buj if be, had been of that 
faiu8y,;bexo4iW not have entcr- 
edintOitbefacejt^i(|ptaloflice, with-* 
Tech a mahifeA vidlation of 
law, as would have 
itt the v/holt yiewijb nation a* 
gainfthim ; for tho^ they proved 

(‘iJ iMdcceh, iv. zy 

s 


but too complying to the Gre^ 
dan cofloms lately introduced, 
yet they feem to have had an in- 
vincible attachment CO ihcAaronic 
family. 

Jofefbus therefore is moft ge- 
nerally followed, who exprefly 
tells us (3}, that he was tho bro- 
ther of the depofedO/^/^f, and of 
; and that he did| but re- 
quite, the latter for having fup- 
planted the former, in which cafe 
the high-priefthood, wai ftill re- 
tained in the right line. 


jffstig, t, XU. c. 6. 

2 iiiiScient 
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Aifficient to drive Jafon out of Judaa into the.laild of the 
Jthmanites. Being thus rid of his rivaU and feated in his 
new dignity, his next care was to pcrforni his^ promife to the 
. king, and to outdo his brother in his apoftafy * 

But whilfl; he was endeavouring, by all wicked ntj^nSf t 0 
ingratiate himftlf with and his court, he f^IeS^ 

Mcnelaud article’, the paying of the money he had pronoiired|&,. 

fmnmtmcd though Sojlratus^ then governor of the citadd.^f <7^ ’ 

/<? Antioch and receiver of the king’s cudoms in , 

continally prefling him to it. At length jfntiochus^fu^^iiig 
Tome private intelligence between them, ordered them hotli 
to come to Antioch^ Menelaus leaving his brother Lyjifha* 
<hui his vicegerent at Jej ufalem, At their arrival at Antioch^ 
tltey found that the king had been forced to go ai|d^ quell ^ 
fedition in Cilicia and had left the government pi^ 

J^i^es the Andronicusy one of the prime nobles of his courts Mene- 

temple nf having exhaufted his coflFcrs, and finding that nothing but 
Jerufalem payment of the king’s money coiild recover his favou/, 
fent private inftrudlions to bis brotlfer at Jerufalenty to CPn- 
vey to him as many of the golden vcflfels as he could coil** 
vcnicntly drip the temple of ; which having received foon 
after, and caufed to be fold at 7yrr, and in the neighbouring 
cities, raifed him a fudicient fum, not "only *to fatisfy the 
Onias but alfo to bribe his courtiers in his favour. All this 

complains ^^^wever could not be tranfa£lcd fo fecretly, but his jbrotber 
againjl Oniasy who had been, ever fincc his depontion, conAned.xto 

him, that capital, had inteiligence of his facrilege. He made fuch 

bitter complaints againlt Menelausy as were like to have raifed 
all the Antiochian Jews againd him. He was therefore 
obliged to have recourfe to AndronicuSy whom he had already 
bribed by his prefents \ and for a frefii ^fum of money engaged 
him to cut off the good old high-^pried, who being by this 
Onias apprifed of his intrigues, had taken faneSuary 2xDaphne^ 

murdered. Antioch. Androntcus went to him, 

and, under fome pretence or other, accompanied with the. 
mod folemil vows and protedations for bis fafety, had no 
fobner got him out of the place, than he put him to death 
without regard either to his oaths, the facrednefs of the place, 
or the laws of hofpitality (D). * S 

" - ' ^ This 

* Maccab. ubi fupra, & Joseph, ubi dipra. “ ^ Sec before, 

vol. ix. p. 279. * Vid, tup. ib. Joseph, ubi fupra. 

(D) This worthy perfiih>,whbfe haVe been murdered in the twen* 
charadler is excellently well drawn ty-fourth year of his pontificate, 
by the author of the fecond book Thereis indeed fome difference 
of ^accaiees ( 4 j, is fuppofed to between Jo/ephus and Eu/ehius, ' 

C^J 2 Moccah. iii. i, 2, 3. 
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This treacherous m irdcr of a perfon fo venerable for his 
age and iwt«»Jplary-pietV, and fo rcfpeaed in that metropolis, 
both by Jtws and Gintilf!, drew the bittereft complaints againft 
the facnlegious aflkffin,^ foon as the king was returned to 
Jntioehi and that prince, bad as be was, tould not forbear. 
4 flieddiiffi of teanre* the news of it. As foon therefore as he 
foil cognizance of the fa£l, he cauftd the murderer 
be gripped of his purple, and to be conduced wich infamy 
.s^jtheplace where the crime had been committed,and there toube 
>' 0 t^^^t^eath. As for Mentlam^ tho’ the moft guilty of the Androni- 
Jie found nieans'to avoid the prefent ftorm, and to main- cus fat to 
tai^ hii credit fome time longer ; but this obliged him to draw deatk. 
fuch large tMTni flora Jtrufalem^ that Lyfimathus was forced to 
raife them by the moft unheard-of violences and facnleges, 

■wbjich ended in an univerfal mutiny, in which the ^Wr fell 
upon bihi, and the three thoufand men he had got to defend 
him, with fuch defperattffury, that they killed a great number 
of them, and put the reft to flight. Lyfimachus, no longtrLyfima- 
able to refift, was purfued to the treafury of the temple, and chus. maf 
there maftacred by the enraged multitude. Antiochus comingAc"*^- 
foon after to ?yrc, the Jtwijh fanhedrin refolved to fend a 
deputation to him, both to juftify the putting to death Lyft Deputies 
Hiachus^ and to accufc Menekut as the author and caufe of alJ/r"' 
the trdublcs'that had happened both in Judaa and Antioch jk fanbe- 
The three deputies pleaded their caufe fo well before the king, dnntohn- 
thdtWrmfoar.'Dot knowing which way to clear himfelf, and tiociius, 
avirid the impending punUhment, had recourfc to his old fc- year of 
clct of bribery. He applied himfelf to a favourite of Anthebusy the Hood 
named Pulmy Maertno the fon of Deryments, and promifed 2178. 
him fo large a fum, that that courtier, who knew the. incon- Bef. Chr. 
ftanev of that monarch’s temper, eafily prevailed upon him 170. 
notSily to abfolve the apoftate high-pneft, but alfo to con- 
demn the threejeun/b deputies to death. 1 his fentcnce.unjuft 
Sf was forthwith put m execution, and thofe venerable put to 
mAn were hurried to death, who, as the author of tlie Mac- death. 
”Lf expreffes it, would have gained their caufe, had they 


and; the Akxaninan chronicile^ 
ooncermeg the length of time be- 
tween hia accefion to that diml^ 
ty, and his being murdered at 
4 ^mbi but as the; laft-quoted 


author afflgns exprefly twenty* 
four years to- it, he has been pre- 
ferred before the other two. The 
reader may fee the reafons for it 
in our learned Frieleaux (6). 


(^) i*7it 


pleaikd 

I 
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plcad^ it before even the Scythians ; and indeed t|^ piece pf 
cruelty arid injuftice was fo fliockii^ to thc. 7 )r/i*^ 4 ^hat tbo* 
they dared not openly exclaim againft it, ye^th<y ventured, 
to.&ew their refpecl: to thole deputies, by be&owing an bof 
nourable burial upon them 

Mcnc- This unjuft fencence gave the traitor Mmthus, fuch a 
Utts'j (y- complete viftoVy over alLhis eppofers, that from thence^^ 
ranny and himfelf up to all manner <d* tyranny and 

imptetj^ nefs : JeruJaUm became deftitutc of proteftors ; 
drin, if there were any zealous men ieft among 
fo terrified by this laft cruelty on their deputies, > 

longer dared to oppofe him, though they faw, thatCVCfey Ifep 
he took was with defign to enfiave the nation ftill inore,':aiid 
to overturn the fmall remains of their religion and. liber- 
ties fE). ^ , ' 

This fatal change was occafioned by an accident,, .which 
feemed at firft of no great confequence, but proved in a little 
time the caufe of all their miferics. Antiochus was then 
up with the contjueft of Egypt^ v/hen a falle rumour was-by*^ 
(bme means fpread, that he had beeii killed before AlexanUriit^^ 
Jafon who had been forced to retire into the land of Ammon, 

form after his depolition, heard of it, and thought it was a, fit op«- 
ferufa- portunity to attempt the recovery of his dignity ; and that., 
his nation, tired with the Syrian government, - and cfpecially 
wldi the tyranny of Mcnelausy would readily rccciye }ii|n 
again with open arms. To this end he got him a banq of, 
aboCit one thoufand refolute men, at the head of whom he. 

^ z Maccap. iv. 44, & icq. 

- (E) Thefe were the fad pro- and horfe, magnificently armed 

gnoiUcs of thofe evils which foon and appareled, charging and 
aftefovertook that rebellious na- fighting againft each oth^r in, 
tton, and in which Gpp chple to battle-array, whilft their eaifs 
punilh them for their apbftafy, were dinned with the claihing of 
by means of that very monarch, fwords, lances, and ftiields i 
wkofe favour they had boUght at which dreadful omens threW thb 
the expence of their religion and whole city into the'deepell edn^ 
laws ; and, to convince them, that fernation, whilft they all looked 
thefe grievous calamities were the upon them as the thm 
effeds of his anger, theywem n^rs of fomefad calamity, Whkb 
prefignified'to them by the mdft they in etideivbured^ ii/Kiti 
terrifying apparitions in the air, it v/as tpo late, V avert, by thdf 
for the Ipace of forty dayiSjdariing prayetSi ffom that imhfippy' 
which thne there were feen land {7), * . ' ■ 

titudes of warriors, both foqt . , , 

{7) zM^aSf f*v. 2, Q Jep 


quickly 



I 

.G.XI. fht Jkf ^3, 

qaiddy ajMetteti I»efor« the. walls of Jtrufakm, which, by 
tbe'help‘.;|rrbarty which be had^within that mctrojjob, he 
eafilv emertdrand forced his brother, to retire mto the cita- 
del -after which, minding nolhit^ but his relentaient, hcC9».«yr 

SLS*Srioa borSd batefc. ^-wnH.fuch 

%nvt as he fefpe^ed .to have been of the cootraiy party. He 
Zasy hdwever! foon after forced to leave both the city and 
fiOfantryi at the news of Jntkchus coinirg with a powerful 
,:Skwainft him (F) t for that prince, highly provoked at 
. and efpecially at the news, that the jemjb 

hi£H»il.y»d made fome rejoicings at the report of his death, 
wfe^a^luaBy rcomlng with a great army againft Jerufatm. 

The apprifed of his defign againft them, feem to have Antiochus 

made h flout refiftance, and to have given him no fmall trou- by 

ble iii making his way into their metropolis (O) i but the/*' »• 
gates being at length forced open to Wm, perhaps by of 
Wsfriends from within, he fpared no cruelty againft its un- //« crutl- 
happy inhabitants, dnfomuch that within three days, they /j. 
reS^ed no Icfs thahj^tty thoufand killed, aiid as many Yeji'- ^ 
t^en captives, and foltf^lfor flaves to the neighbouring na* 
tkins'*. Bef. Cbr. 

’> -a MaCCAB. c. V. ver. ii & 14. See before, vol. ix. p. 288; .,70. 


(F) Our hillorUn fays, that he 
retired at firft to foe Amt^iitijb 
king, where, becoming foon after 
frifpeded by that prince, he Was 
forced to withdraw, and to wan- 
der from city to city, beiiig dc- 
tefted by all that knew him, as 
a betrayer of his countiy, and a 
monfterof mankind (8). 

He came at length into 
aiidr finding no &fety there, he 
ho]^.^ migjit at leaft find it 
the Ld€€ilamomiiijs, hi 
virtue 4)f. the pretended kindred 
betwilren th^ nation ^d his 
own : but here he dfo miffed of 
Ids aim, at leaft it feems as if he 
hi^ mctviwth any favourable 
author adds, 
that* at/hU carcaii? 

was to. rot above-ground, 
being denied even the common 


fepulcre that was allowed to 
other ftrangers (g). 

(G) So iays the book of the 
Mawbecs (0> with whom agree 
DioJarus Siculus (2), and ei'cn 
Jof^'huSf in his wan> of the 
y^nvs (3), where he expreflyfays, 
that he laid fiege to that city, 
and reprefents him as enraged at 
th6 trouble it gave him ; but in 
his antiquities he tells us, that he 
entered it without force j and 
that th9fe of his party within 
opened the gatjs to him (4). 
The former is indeed the pioit 
probablCf and Jofephus might 
e^ffily forget himfclf through the 
dli^ce of time in which ht 
wjote thdfe two books ; and this 
may in fomc incafure atone for 
fuchrlike incoixiiftencies, whidi 
arc .to i>e met with in him. 


( 8 ; %Miiectth-v, , , 

(t. (z) Lib, xscxiv, (3) 


fq) Ibid 

Lib.Uic,!, (4) 
S + 


(t) TJL ii. ^ *. 
tiff, xii. c, 7. 

III?,. 
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Hxs fury did not ftop here : be c$iufcd the 
who, hf rtii time, had by fojne means recovered his good 
Profanes graces^ to’lcad him to the temple, which he entered/ even 
W facred recefles, laying his impious hands pn all the 

caufed the golden altar of incenfe, 
$ntf golden table of the ibewbread, £e golden candleftick^ 

the cenfers, bowls, and other utenfils belonging to that holy 
place, to be feized, together with the golden ibields, crOwnSy' 
and other ornaments, which bad been dedicated to it..« 
caufed alfo the gold plating that covered the mtes,^ and other * 
arebiteflure of the temple, the veil that mvided the holy 
from the moft holy place, and, in a word, all that was va** 
luable, either for its metal or workmanfliip, to be carried oflF, 
beiides one thoufand eight hundred talents of gold andfilver, 
which he forced out of the treafury. Having Sius glutted his 
revenge and avarice, he returned in fuch a kind of triumph 
to Antioch^ as if he had had it now in his power, to ufe our 
author’s words, to make the land navigable, and the fca 
paflable on foot As a further mark of his fpleen againft 
Ua^'Ls tjjat unhappy nation, he put it under the government of one 
Philips a moft barbarous Phrygian^ and Samaria under that 
brutip^^ Andfoniem^ a peifon of the fame brutilh difpofitlon ; and 
go vermis, apoftate Menelaus^ the moft hateful of tail the three, 

in poffeftion of the high-priefthood 

^he Jews What the JewiJb nation fulFered under thofe gover^nors, 
or rather butchers, is more cafily imagined than deferibed ; 
hutchtred, miferics were not to end there. Some time after, 

Antiochus having received the mortifying letter from the 
man ienate we have elfewhere taken notice of he chofe 
them above all other people to wreck bis i-efentment againft, 
and with as much cruelty, as if they bad been the caufe of his 
Year of difgracc. To this end he difpatched from his army, as he 
the flood was marching through Palajiine^ ^oUqniaf^ at the head of 
z 1 8o. twenty-two thoufand men, with orders to plunder all the 
Bef. Chr. Judaoj to murder all tfie men, and to i^vc only the 

1 68 . women and children fpr fale. ApQllonius came accordingly 

with bis army (Hj, and, to outward appearance, with a 

peaceable 

z Maccap. cap. V. ver. 21. ^ Ibid. ver. See alfo 

JosFPHus cent. Ap. 1 . ii. Sc anuq. 1 « c. r6. ^ Vol. ix. 

p. 286, &feq. 

(H) Jofephus feems tp have thus two yean before, by making 
confoujidea this daughter with him prefent at this alfo (5); but 
that which was made hfjntio- it appears from the author of thp 
(5) ant, h xii. r, 7. 


MaccabeeSf 
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peaceidyte ifttMtion, which wasjnot fufpefled bytlfcy^wj, 
oecaufe he wasfuperintcndentof the tribute \nPalaiJiine. He 
kept himfelf ina£tive till the next fabbatb, when they were all 
in a profound ^uiet, when on a fudden he commanded his 
men to arms ; fome of whom he fent to cut all n pieces that 
were gone to the temple, and to the other fynagogiies, whilft 
the reft, going through the ftreets of the city, maflacred all 
ftyat came m their way, 'which they did without the Icaib 
reftllance from tht>fe unhappy wretches, who luftcred them- 
felves to be butchered in that mercilefs manner, rather than 
break dieir fabbath, by ftanding on their defence. He next 
ordered the city to be plundered, and fet on fire, pulled down 
all their ftately fabrics, caufed the walls to be deniolifhed» 
and carried aWay captive about ten thoufaiid of thofc that bad 
been faved from the flaughter®. From that time, thefcrvice 
of the temple was quite abandoned, that place having been 
cvery-where polluted, both with the blood of the flam, and 
with many other deftlements. From the ruins of the city, 
the officers of Antiochm built a large fortrefs, on an eminence 
in the city of David fortified it with a ftiong wall, ftately 
towers, and placed a garifon in it to command the temple, 
over-againft which jC was built ; fo that (he foldicrs could 
eafily fee and ifally upon all thofe that ventured to come to 
that facred place, fo many of whom were continually plan* 
dered jnd murdered by them, that the reft, not daring to {lay- 
longer in Jirufalem^ went and dwelt in the neighbouring 
cities of the Gettileu In this polluted and forfaken condition 
did this metropolis, and its temple, continue three full ycar^ 
and an half ; that is, till yudas Maccabeus^ having wrefted 
both out of «their hands, purified and reftored them to then 
antient fplendor and ufe, as we fhall fee in due times (I). 

The 

® I Maccab 1 30, & fcq. zMaccab. v. 24, ^ feq. Joseph 
antiq. L xii.c. 7. ^ See the dj aught. e Vide 

1 Maccab. iv. pafT. 2 Maccab. x. Joseph, ubi fupra, & prsefat. 
in bell. Judaic, bs hillor. de bell. 1 . i. c. i • 1 . vi. c. 1 1 , 

Maccahm^ who rightly diflin- the fon of Siracb, author of the 
guiihes tliefe two pcrlecutions, apocryphal book of 
that the one was executed in the home place him indeed in the 
prefence -of that mon refa, and * time ol Oviaj iL (d) 1 but, by 
the other by his vicegerent Apol~ fome paflages fcatter^ here and 
hnius, there in thts work, he feems ra* 

(I) H the time of tliis perft* ther to have lived about the 
Ctttion Under Antiifchuj, is gene- time of Omas III. and when 
rally fuppofed to have lived his nation fufiered fome grievous 

( 6 ) yitiePncl, e^nne£^r.fuh 1 32 , 


peifecution. 
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Jews per- TH^ fiws of Palaf im yere not the only 0|i^ who felt 

ficutcd the fury of thit perfecution. AntiochuSy refolved ertffef totally 

£^rry- iq abolilh their religion, or to deftroy their whole race, a$ 

^ could reach them, caufed 'a decree to be 
ilTued out the following year, that all nations within bis do<* 
minions Ihould forfake their old religion and, gods,, and wor-^ 
ihip thofe of the king, under the fevereft penalties* 
make his orders more cfFcAual, he fent overfeers into 
province to fee them ftrifiily put in cxectftion 5 ahdi as.i^ 
fiws were the only people, who he knew 
them, efp^ciai direi^ians were given to have 
with the utmoft feverity. Many therefore of 'thent, either 
to avoid the effe^ls of his rajge, or to ingratiate tbemfelves 
with him, not only complied with great re^inefs, but^ having 
once apoftati^ed, became the bittereft enemies of' thofe who 
had the courage to refufe; all which* did but incrcafe the al- 
ready .too general defe£lion, as it did oh the other hand the 
ittileriiigs of thofe who ftood firm tp eheir religiori b. ' 
far otherwife with the 5 tfmr/r//^«jrJ’Whofe zeal, either for the.. 
Jtmjh nation, or the Mofaic law, a much lefs danger would 
have cooled (Kj. 

But 

^ Joseph, ubi fupra. 1 Maccab. vi. 211 & feq# ^ . 

perfecution ( 7) . He praifes the particularly of himfdf { 2 J;. ^ Only 
high^priefi^/;»0;7 II. as a perfon it appears, that his gr^t.thlrit 
long fince dead (8). His grand- after wifdom (3) made }iin» pwy 
fon after>^’ards tranflated this fervently, ftudy hard^^^,-, travel 
book ioxo Greeks under therqgn much, and undergo many great 
' of Ptolemy Euergetes about dangers for it (4); that he had 
the year 132, that is, about been unjuftly traduced to the 
thirty-fix years after this time we king (5) ; whence he is fuppofed 
fuppofe him to have written it. to have retired into Egypt 9 and 
Who this author was, is nei- there compofed his book. Laftly, 
thcr agreed, nor eafily gueffed. he tells us, that he was the laft 
Some make him of the* ficerdotal writer of the nation' who 
line, as ddeended from Jojkua treated of morale fiih3eiSb-<16). 
the fon of Jofedek (i). Some Thisis all- that we know >of the 
copies give him for grand- author* , ' 

father EUattar^ the father of (K) ITicfe, ‘to,;.convince the 
^irach otjertfalm ; but we find l^ig that thty defign to 

nothing like this {rctendod prieft- * die mait)nrs to either, feUtn de- 
hood or defeent, in thofe places putatiom to Wm, fetring forth, 
of the book wherehefpeaks more that though Aey haJd hidicrto 

(7) ride Etefus. xxx^. 17, OT/cf . ’Of xxiv. paffl (2) hid. tap\ I i, 

MStebitprefaet dtthe heod tft^SeAK wbt>h ttjhefeeMdini^kiidet.\>U) Vido 
d»tir. in ebroniCi tst. dL r .fa) ^ int. ah EetUfs. c. i. %7» & M- Jj; 
faff. &alil>. (3),IW</,.xJrtiv. JO, 11. pajf, (4) aoau^. ta. h^poj: 
(sj Ibid. (&) «riu. ik. . 

conformed , 
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But Ivhtlft they wcfc peacefully enjoying the li mtb of their J a uel 
trcacheroui complaifance, Athineas^ an old inmifter^ 
verfcd in all the hcatheinfli rites, as well as in cruelty, 
made thofe of JuJaa undergo the moft fevcre puiiiihments 
lor their zeal and firmncfs to their law. He beg i with de- 
dicating the temple to JupiUt Olympius^ and cauiing his ttatueJupiterV 
to be cicftcd on the altar of burnt-offerings (L), with M 

^ , other"/ 

Umple, 

to many of the yenvijh cemher j but they did not begin 
fttpedrftitloos.in im to offer facrificeb to it till the 

forhMi^/whd had been t)er=- twenty-fifth of that month, which 
fuaded to, It for their own faiety, was the king's bhtl^day ; fo that 
yet they were now ready to for- from thcnccfortli they continued 
fake tliem all, and to embrace facrificing to it every twenty-fifth 
the king's religion. They added, day of the month, till the Jinuifo 
that they had a temple on mount religion and ftatc were reftored by 
Qarizzim^ which was dedicated yiula^ Maci^ibciis. 
to a God without a namej but The profanation of the temple, 
bc|Sjj;6d it might thenceforth be and the fetting up this idol in it, 
dcaiCat&i to the Grecian Jupiter ^ had been long bcfoic foictold by 
vajoftphut has it, or rathet, as the prophet Z\.A/r/( 8), under the 
the author of the Calls name of ahanuuct.on of difcla- 

1 'vti (7), the hofpitaller, or, the tion ; but ihci e are in that cliap- 
recrivferor proteftorof ftrangeis, ter many other ftrokes, w'liich 
intimathg thereby, that they plainly delineate tJiis ptnecu- 
weco n^t originally natives of tlon, and the tyrant that caufed 
that country, but fh^angers fettled it. We ihall content ouifelves, 
theit ia times paft I'hcy con- with fubjoining foinc of the 
eluded with a petition, that as plain eft of them, 
they were not of but This expedition begins at the 

SidonUn race, and were ready to 29th verfe of tliat cliapter thus ; 
conform in every thing to the He Jhall return at the time appoint- 
king’s will, they might not be ed^ and come tonvards the fiuth 
involved in the fame calunities (Egypt) j hut it Jhall not he tu the 
with their wicked rivals. An- former^ or a\ the Utter ; foi fhe 
* readily granted their re- Jbipt Chittim {tbt Romans) 
queft, and difpatched a letter to JhetU come againji him : thertjorr 
Nicamr^ fubgov^nor there, he pall he phnted^ and return 
with orders, that they fhould be nmth indignation (or turn bis in*- 
diftiaguifhed from the Jenns^ and digytatton ) rgchji the holy cove- 
that temple Ihould be dedi- nant ( the JewHh religion ). Thus 
oattd according to their petition ; P«ll he do : he pall get intelligence 
all which was puni^ually ob- ' V forfdke the iovenaht, 
ferved* >. Arms pall fiand on bis Jide^ and 

(L) This idol was fet op in the , ht pall pollute the fakiiuary of 
temple on the fifteenth of the ftrengih^^and pall take away the 
month which anfwm to dailyjkcrrpei and th^pf all place 
part of our November and tie- the ahomikafion (Or ahominahle 

(y) s JfcLi.eah, vi. j, 2. tr^dj JoJep, antip /. nSLc^p (8) Chef, xi. 31. 

thing) 
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other IcflTer altar before it, whereon they facrificed to that 
£dlb deity. All thofe therefore, that refofed fo Cbme and 
worlhip it, were either maAacred out of band, of put to fome 
lingering torments, till they either complied, or died under 
the hand of their butchers. At the fame time there were 
altars, groves, and ftatues, fet up in every city and town of 
fudaa^ to which the inhabitants were compelled to come 
and iacrifice, under the fame fevere penalties } 
that t^e whole land was bu{ a feene, either of the Itooft 960^ 
minable idolatries and debaucheries, or of the mo^liotlfd 
IsxecrahU butcheries ; and, when the feaft of Bacchus was 6oiiffe,nhey 
butcheries were either forced to affift at it, and to go about the ftfeets 
committed with their heads crowned with ivy, in honour of that beafljy 
zn the rr/y deity, or expofe themfelvcs to fome cruel death i all this, 
and coun- while it was made immediate death to be caught obferving 
either the fabbath, the rite of circumcifion, or any other 
branch of ^^Mofaic law ; infomuch that two women, having 
been found to have circumcifed the children of which they 
had been lately delivered, were both led, with the infiints- 
hung about their necks, through feveral ftreets of 
and caft headlong down from the higheft walls of the city \ 
and all that had aififted at the ceremony were put to death ^ 
Jews re- These unheard-of barbarities having oblig^ many of the 
ttre into Jews to leave their habitations, and to go and hide tbemfelves 
cu%irns\ among the cragged rocks in holes and caverns, and ,to live 
upon wild roots and herbs, to avoid either death or apoftafy, 
fome of them ventured to aflemble tbemfelves in a cavern 
near Jerufalem^ to celebrate the fabbath ; but Philips their 
barbarous Phrygian governor, having been informed of it, 

^ Maccav. & Joseph, ubi fupra. 


thing ) that maheth defolate ; and 
fuch as do njotckedly againfi the 
conjenantf flsall he corxupt by flat- 
teries, ^ut the ptople that knons) 
thetr Go i> ftsalt heharoe nsahanilyi 
and fuch as have urderfianding^ 
and vjfiyuB the people (divert 
them from apoftati%ing)^Jhall fall 
by the fwoi </, bjf fiame^ by capti- 
h fp^^* 'dnd the ktngjhall 

do according to hit vjfll, ana fhall 
exalt and magnify himfelf above 
every god. He flsall fpetsJk Voender* 
ful things againft the Gou of gods^ 
and fttall profper till the indigna* 


tion be accomplifhed \ for that 
^vhtch is determined fhall he done^ 
&c. The fame prophet points 
him out the^ by bis fcattering 
the prey, fpoil, and riches,among 
his followers; and it is well 
known, chat his extravagant lar- 
gefles had not only emptied his 
'coffers, but gained him the title 
of magnanimous and munificent ; 
dl which evidently prove, that 
he was the perfon aefign^ by 
Oop ^to puniih the fot 
their impieties. 


camo. 
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came ag!»ifift them with a.fufficient force ; and, after havingVear of 
in vain offered them a general amnefty, if they would forfideethe flood 
their religion, and conform to that of the king, he waited, 21 80. 
without any other hoffilities, till the next fabbath ; on which 
d^, entering the cave without refiftance, he caufed them all, . 

men, women, and children, to be mai&cred, to the num- 
toof athoufanclk(M). . 

therefore as Jntiochus heard that there were fuebAntiochus 
nom|>i|^.Whp remained inflexible, he refolved to come in per •comes to 
fon ^nd to fee either his orders more punctual- Jerula- 

ly obeyed^ or tlie recufants punifhed with the moft exquifitelexn. 
cruelties* One of the firft that fell a viflim to bis fury, was 
the venerable EUazarj a man of ninety years of age, refpedl- Eleazar 
ed^ by all for his great learning, probity, and zeal for his r^^martyred^ 
ligion, and.who^ example had preferved a great number of 
fiwt from falling into apoltafy. Him they brought upon the 
butchering flage, and endeavoured to force to eat fwinesflefh ; ^ 
and, when they could not prevail upon him by any means to 
comply, they defired him, that at leaft he would, out of re* 
gard to his extreme old age, confent to cat fome other un- 
forbidden flefh, that they might make the king believe, that 
he had obeyed.. The good old man anfwered, with a be- 
coming courage, that the mod dreadful death was preferableZ/r int 
to fiitm a bafe diffimulation, fo unworthy hiS old age andf/^^O- 
chara^er, and fo dangerous in its confequence, fince jt might 
be a means of f"Jucing many of his nation to follow his ex- 
ample. As foon as he had ended this Jpeech, which was in- 
terpreted as the effeA of his pride, rather than of his zeal, 
he was haled to execution \ and when he was ready to expire 
under the drokes of his butchers, he cried out, with a loud 


^ 2 M ACC AS. vi. 10, & feq. 

(M) As to the facred Je^wJk der to make as many as they 
books, Fbilip^ and his officers, could comply with the king's 
had taken care to Burn and de- command, . they fpared neidier 
droy all that they could lay flatteries nor carefles to encou- 
hands on, whether in the temple, rage, nor threats and tortuies to 
in tkeir fynagqgues, or even in deter them \ fo that, though vaft 
theirpnvate I after wbich,ii« numbers weie.feduced by diefe 
if a *vas fonnd to conceal means, yet thcie were ftill great 
miy of them, he was dragged to multitudes, efpecially in and 
immediate death f 8). They had about jentfsjem^ who continued 
feveralo^er ways of trying thofe proof s^nft tjicm, to vex the 
who retained fliU a due regard tyrant wt not bCSQg unii^ally 
to the law otfSofit ; and, in or- obeyed. 

(8) I i, 56, & A/. 

8 voice. 
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viwe, 0 Lofcp, than hr^weft what fains I 
frsi^ iohich I might havt frted myjeif ; but ray foui fitls a real 
jofi ieciiufi I fu§}r them for the Jake of thy lavA: and fetching a 
Zrt^on Jrf-deep grpan, gave up theghoft- After him, the feven brethren, 
thren and whofc ittaayrdom is related in the Vame book^^, fgffered, qpe 
tkeir after anothcr,thc moftexquifite torments, with. jnvipfcib)^ 
ther «!?<7^-rage and conftancy, whiHt: their heroic mother, diveiled,^^ 
tyred, weaknefsof her fex, ftood by, encouraging and 

ing them, in the Hebrew tongue, with the 
rious repompence in the next life, for which fba, of 

all; fiicrificcd to the tyrant’s fury, and died 
chcarfulnefs and intrepidity, which (he bad mfpir^^jnjto her 
feven fons (N). > yj4j 

Matta- It was about this time that Mattathias^ an emm«ri.t prieft 
thiasV of the family of Joarib{ 0 )y began to fignalize ]him,felf by 
eminent hi$ brave. zeal for his religion. He had been fome time 
%erA and forced to retire to Modin^ his native place, to ihun'tlie'i^t 
hrawy, * 

^ a Maccas. vi. 1 8 , k feq. Cap. yii. 

has likewife given done '3) ; it being more likely, 
us the hiliory at large of thoib that 7 ^rwy 5 j//?^illiouldbethepl 4 €e, 
heroic martyrs, in a book by it- where, above • all ottoiij * 
fclf, which was intituled, 0 / the Jmus fhewed the grcat<?ft 
empire of reafon. It is now' better nefs for their religion, 
known to us, by that of the book fequently, where fuch fcvfere' fi- 
of the Maecabcfs\ but, as nci- amplcs were thought moft ne- 
ther he, nor the author of the xeflary by that e^fperated 
fecond book of that name, do prince. 

exprefly mention the place where (O) We have already fpokcn 
this dreadful feene was a£ted, of this family, which was the firft 
has taken it into his head, of the twenty-four clafles ,ap- 
that it was done aft Antioeb (9), pointed by David to officiate at 
becaiife they fhewed their tomb the temple, though not one of 
in that city in St. JoronCts time, the four that returned from the 
and had there buik and dedicated captivity (4). Mattathiat WAs the 
a chi>ri.h.to them (i). But as fon of John^ iht foh of Zimon^ 
Jo/ephiis feems to bclieyc, tliat it the fon of A/moneus, from whom 
was done,, at Jerufalem ^2), and ^^feended the . A/moneune ( 5 ). 
is followed by many learhci’ Proin this Mattatbias dcfcendc^d 
men, and Rufimts gives no better the MacrabeeSf fpiamedin hiftory 
reafon than that OT histradl^on, for their 2eal and bravery, and 
we foe no ocCafioh for fqlloW- of whom we {hall fp^gk in the 
ing him, as feme authors b^tve fpllowingfe^lion, ^ , ? . 

. ^9) JP.arapbr* Hierim* foci HfCee 

jyf Cathy ^ . •' ^ h iAh pt 7 , &:(ikde 

imftr, foti'iff* (3) N/dc Lyrq» Sfrrar, (4) i Cbr-ert, xxiv. 7. See 

etjfo re/, iii. /. S, S? ebwe, (G>. (5) yeft pb, aiitij. /, xii. f. 8* 
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bf thofe fcenes of crucfcy and profanenels, which were aAed 
'at JerufiUm by Apdlhniut^ and the a^oilatc During 

his recefs there', Jpelles^ one of the king’s officers, came to 
^oblige the inhabitants of the place to execute bis command^ 

Having got the people together,# with Mattatbias^, and his 
five fonsCP), he addreiled himfelf to him on account of his 
d^i^, and the great elFeem he was in, hoping, that if he 
perAiade him to. comply, his example would Toon draw 
He made him in vain the ampleft promifes, that 
^l&J^^I'^your and protedion, both of him and his Tons, 

reward of his compliance. Afatta- Nof>le an* 
ihks^ aiii^lP him, with a voice loud enough to be heard byA'^'* 
the aflehibly, that though the v/\io\t JewiJh nation, and^P^^^^'’^ 
the whole world, .were to conform to the king's edift^ yet 
both be and his fons would continue faithful to their God to 
the laft minute of their lives; and that no qonfideration 
Should; prevail on them to forfake the religion of their forc- 
fathclrs; ^ ip the mean time, fome of the king's officers had 
prevall’cd <>n fome cowardly Jews to take another way ; and 
one of theih was juft then offering himfelf to facrificc to an 
idol, when the good old prieft, calling to mind what the law 
^t mijis ordains againft fuch tranfgreffors, that they Ihoiild 
tor. immediate death 0 , fell upon the man, and killed 
fifm bpon the fpot. His fons, at the fame time, being fired lleiuis tbf 
y^th' ihe fame «eal, killed the king’s officer and bis men, Jews 
cvetthrew the altar and idol, and, running about the cityyg^th/Jf (he 
cried out, that thofe who were zealous for the law of GoD,^/rlan5. 
(hould' follow them : by which means they faw" themfelves 
at the. head of a numerous troop, with whom they foon after 
withdrew into fome of the deferts of Judaa, Thcfc leads ihfr 

prefently followed by great numbers of others, whq, to into the d; 

perfecution’, flocked to them from other parts of the country P; fart. 
fo that the deferts of Judeea were filled every- where with 
them. . 

As foon as MaUathias and his were come into a place 
of fafety, they fet thcmfelves on confulting the beft means 
for ftanding on their own defence. Here the remembrance, 
of thrift of their brethren, Who had fuffered themfclves to be 

. y Joseph, abt. l.xii. c. 8. fcMACCAB. ii. i, &feq. • .Dbut. 
xiii.6, . p JosEVK. 1 Maccab. ubi fupra. 

(?) Thefe were Jehanan^ fltir- andthemoft famousof all the reft, 
named l^idis^ Sinm^ furnamed Mleezarf fi^rnsmitd jhtarani^ « 
Judktf called Mdeeateus^ Jenatban^ fttrnamed Apfhus (6). 

(6) X Madah, ii* 15, ^ a8. ' , 

butchered 



^7* W^iry oftbi Jews.' > ^ „ 

Ihitehered by their enemies on the^f4bb9tb, lboi|’l^i^|IUiai 
%lfible of their danger, unlefs they fteered avdi^elnf conrfe ; 
AWV &s hs they continued in that ihrupulous notion of 
rionreiifianw, for fear of bresdcing the fabbad^ they would 
be ftiil liable to the f^e^ftratagcms, arid by t}iat ineans, hit 
a little time, be total^ extirpated. Having dteieiote — 
turely weighed the matter, and confulted other leame^] 
and rulers that were come over to lum, if was i 
for the future, it fhould be lawful, nay, pblig 
up arms in their own defence, whenever they 
on the fabbath as well as on any odier diqr ?. ^ 
having been j^rivately communicated to tbe.^ffl^ ^^bd out 
of PttUe^iruX toother with their reafons 1$ W4S 

univerfally received by all ; and from that>lihie ^ey Maqh^ 
difficulty to defend their lives and piogerj^atan'twets'dl^ 
upon all occaiions fQJ. ' 

Mattathias having, by this time, ftrcngthene^ilS^ littlo 
army with thefe and other flout and teltgious'qteB M ife dai||y 
"’'^/"^eforied to him, began to comedown witfarffiiS^ntO tho 
^plains, and to try his force, not only agxinfl 
Year* of againfl his apoftate brcthien. As ffiaiiy 

the flood be took, he put to death ; the refl, id>^ittiich,grel1 
2181. beis, he forced to fly into foreign countries, to 
Bef Chrfelves from his refentment. Having once inje£led aW 
i6y. fal fear on his enemies, he marched from City toef 

turned the idolatrous altars, opened the fyL^ „, 
Alatebes which had, till then, been either fhut up, or apprO(ttMuNI!4 - 
thteugb . made a diligent fcarcb after all the facld^ boo^ 

*Rec ‘‘‘^i '"^bich bad efcaped the fury of their enemies, and oidinred 
thtfured Copies to be written of them } caufed the reading imd 
hmh. expounding of the Scriptures, prayers, and ether parts of dw 
vine worifaip, to be refumed, and all the males born finbe 

the perfecution to be cirCumcifed r. In aH thefe Goo bleffixi 

*» 

< Josr PH. I Maccab. ubl fupra. * 1 Maccab. iL 43, tt feq 


Malta* 
thias r 


(QJ Among thofe who lefort* Thefe being known to be the 
ed to, and did not a little moft ftridluDiervers of theykv' 
fitengthea^, die little flying anny (inlaws andtraditk>as(8), thiHr 

•example vc«y much infiaeuced 
or reffier UpffiJbMt a brave and tlie reft in the hue decifion,.nad 
ftreefuous ffiS, formed among eneonraged them tofetaflde their 
fiion after tlieitthtom fcmples about the&bhath,when<- 
from the captivity. mrdielafotyoftheirUveScam 

already given fume account of in competition with the ubftft* 
them in a former vdume vance it. 

(7 13s, (B}. (Sy I JfofM#. S» 4 *. 

hiiO 





of within ^ce 

of one yetr ; end had, in aHoi^hood, gone with 

itj even tpjervplmi whert ^ ftrongeft ^yrieirfhnfeo wm 
kept, had he not Iwen prevented with death. ^ imiie'wiut he 
}e& wnhoilbe^ foon^ after perijnftedby his worthy ions, 
'^eielaUy hy yuda* Maelii/hetttf of whom We ihall ^>eak more 
1^ b thf^oe^t fe^ion. 

HQMiih^eMnn time Mattathiai^ finding himfelf quite worn His lafi 
^|^n|^|^^hd.fickne£s, called his fons together, and fpoke^<''^ t» 
to Inim tt^ma «ilfe 4 ^ : hitherto pride and oiqp-dfion bave"'^/^' 
■been profper over us, for a punifhmenc of our 

fins>,rh^lbwo^ ye valiant and zealous for God's laws, and 
ieatr n«H tO*e*pofe your lives ip defence of God’s covenant 
V^yoUi^ftn’efathers, if you expedl the reward progiifed to 
tl it. Csll to your remembrance the«bedience of Abraham^ 
the ihithfuloers of Jofipbt the zeal of Phinekas^ CaUb^i Cou- 
conftancy, Elijah's zeal, and the intrepidity 
of his fiiithful companions. Let their miracu* 

lous “dyli ngi^lt Wes infpirc you with a fare truft m the Al> , 
i?£bion« Be not difcouraged by the tlireats and x 
dt^t^ of the greateft men, who, though they icem to 
‘ AOW| will uiortly be cut ofF, and become the food 

but arm yourfelves with courage, in defence of 
^)£jSSWi^ liberties, and religion ; and you will not fail of fuc- 
jSimn^ your eldeft brother, has always Ihewed him* 
felf a .it^an of confummate wifiiom i let him fupply the office 
of i and a counfdlor, and do nothing without his ad* 
y|i;e. judas is well known to vou all for bis valour and con* 
ict him be your general, and lead you againft youf 
enemies. And may heaven crown his and your valour with 
glory and fuccefs * Having thus faid, he expired in a good His death, 
old age, and was buried sxModin with bis anccAors, greatly Year of 
lan^ented by all the faithful in Ifraeh (R^. He was, accord* 

ing 

■ 1 Maccab. ii. 40. ad fin, Bef Chr. 

166 

S'D\ CwA Ksl/vlr Aassft vn 


M exikfliieci this rcfi^OUttion 
yifwp, within ^Ce 

^hood, gone with 


1 Maccsb. iL 49. ad fin. 


(R) The firft book of ikkr* 
tabtts barely tells as, that he 


part in the latter; for the one 
hundredth and forty-fixth year of 


dud in, the^ one kingdom qf the Qrttbtf, ftlls 

&tty-fixth year, a^out men* exaftly wiA thoyuUsas year ifi6. 
tiotuag.w}imher of his life, or of b^ore C 3 in^ which is the year 
the sa4 df iiso SibiHtda. Some In whiith he died (9)^ 
ihcieibte have taken it ip the His deciding tbp^fink about 
ftttpur fenfei bat the fair greater the neceflity O^^he talui^ arms 


His deciding tbp^fink about 
the neceflity C^^ht talung arms 


(9j yuh VffsTt tf frtl.fiA tun. 

T 


' Voi. X. 
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ing to his defue, fucceeded by bis brave fan Jud^s^ fn the 
command of the army ; and by him the Jewijh religion and 
, . ft^te were foon after redored to their antient fplendor, as we 

(hall fee in fbe next fe£lion. 

on the fabbath has made feveral hees^ or Jofephus^ fay any thing 
learned men, both Jt^s and of this imaginary dignity. It 
, ChnjUatiSy fanfy that he had appears on the contrary, that 
been high-prieft of the Jf^^s ( i ) ; Menelaus was ftill alive, and in 
but it i& plain he did not deter- credit at the court 
mine the cafe by his own autho- and was fuccceded by 
rity, but by the advice of fuch Alcimus^ of whom we flianJjieak 
learned men as* were with him : in the feqncl. 
neither do the book of Macca- ' ♦ 


(r) Ben Gorton , Ahtn Exira, ^ al Serrar* Fuller^ Gendr* Q aL 


SECT. III. 

The Seguel of the Jewifti Hijtoryyfrom Judas Maccabeus, 
to the Conqueji of Judaea by the Romans. 


Judas D AS, {urmaici Afaccabeus, from whom*|;)ie beroes 

Macca- ^ of this epoeba had the name of Alactabees (AJ{ did not 
bcus Jue~ fuffer his troops to continue longer idle than' till the/^ad 
hh ' ended 

fathr, , - 

(A) There arc various con- ftill tliat appellative in memory 
jeAures concerning the etymo- of their former concealmen^fs or 
logy of this word, and not one from the word makkebahy which 
of them to be depended upon; Ixgnifies a cavern; and fo they 
not only becaufe nothing is more might be called 
uncertain than ctymglogies, but lurkers in coAvems, 
becaufe the book of die Macca- Others derive it from the verbs 
bees being only extant in Greeks macab to wound, from nakab to 
we have no certainty which were pcrforate,from bakab to fupplagt ; 
the original letters of the word ; all which they, by fomc feeming 
fo that fomc have taken the mid- analogy, apply either to thofe 
die letter to have been a n, others JcAwiJh heroes who fought, or tq 
a others the ) , according to thofe who fuiFered martyrdom for 
which the fenfe of the verb will their religion, whether jn Judoia^ 
\2iTf exceedingly. out of it 

It might, indeed, appear atiirft The moft general opinion is, 
fight, the Maccabies werefo tJyit it was taken from t|ie four 
called, ftoita^oHihrew nmo, initial letters .n. of tUciith 
tnacchaheh^ or mecchubch, hid, as verfe of the 1 5 th of Epcodus^ Mi 
a term of contempt, becaufe they camota haeltrn 
hid chemfdives in holes and ca- like unto thee, O Loan, among 
verns; and that having after- the gods? which fcftir letters are 
wards wiped off the reproach of fuppofed to have been embroi- 
it by their bravery, they retained dered upon their ftandards and 
' jihields. 
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eoded the days of his father's mourning. His little army 
amounted to no more than fix thoufand men ^ ; but what 

they 


• 2 Maccab. vili. I. 
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d;|^elds> in the manner of the Ro- ing to our Match and Jpril^ 
That the VUercas the Syrians^ Sec. began 
fond of theie ab- their year fix months lathr. St. 
l^i^p^aj^>carsfroznthofeof Jetom affirms, that he had feen 
the treble or^adruple names of it in the former (3) ; and Qrigm 
their learnt fahbteit fuch is that tells us, that it was intituled, 
of Rambam, for Rahht Mofts Ben Shat htSat Bene Eli or. The fiep* 
Matmoni B.MfhkGlox Rabbi Lenjt tre of the prince of the lone ^ 
Ben Oerfiom^ and many more ( 1 ) j God(4) ; or, according to^otWs 
but whethd* thefe kind of abbre- (who read Sarhene in one word, 
viations were fo antient as the and with the famech inftead of 
Maccaheu^ ox not, it feems plain the fhtn the feeptre of the rebels 
from the text, that Judas had Lord, intimating, that 

that furuame long before he dif- the Maccabees had maintained the 
played his ilahdards againft his divine feeptre or power, againil 
enemies (.2). • thofe who had rebelled againil it i 

‘ However that be, Judas, the but the onginal has beeniongfince 
Jewf/h chief, fetms to have borne loll, and the Greeh verfioi^s now 
ir by ij^ay of eminence ; and from reckoned the moft authentic. 

4 iim it ^iTed to his brethren and It contains a clear and fuccin^t 
Ihcceffors, and thence to all who hiHofy of what happened to the 
took up arms, o- died, for the Jenjus, fiom the reign of .dh/ia- 
Jenuifis caufe ; and'laiUy, it was cbm Eptphanes, to the death of 
given to the books winch con> thehlgh-pneft , abatis, 

tarn the hiftory ofthofe wais and of about forty years. It was 
perfectttions, and of which it will partly compiled fiom the me- 
be therefore ncceflary to give our moira which Judas Maccabeus 
readers a fhort account, before had caufed to be coUeffed (6), 
we clofe this note. and paitly from thofe of the 

The firft book of the Macca- high-prieft Hyreanus, the fon of 
bets was wiitten originally, ei- Simon, who began his govern- 
•ther in Hebre^tu, 6r in the Chaldee, ment where the book ends, and 
which became the current Ian- who is therefore by feme fup«« 
guage of the after the cap- pofed to be the author of it, tho* 
tivicy. Its ftile and phrafe come he be barely quoted in it, as 
neated that of thft facred hifto- haying fui^i(hed him tht mate- 
• Tiaiis of.any of ^jpoesypha, and rids out of hit chronick (7). 

Its chrcnologtcal computation is is generally fuppofed 

purely Hebrew, and biigins al- to have this book into 

waysat the month ^«otcd by 

(0 Df tns wHe JRtJf Mfliotk* robkior BOxtorf, *efs£t. de Mrwtotuf, 

(») il. 4. (3} Btsdez goltau (4) Jpud 

btft seder t vu s uk & contmi tp fdtt.Bpedan. (<) rtek 

I Matcab tt/f, »i, fif {b) p. h» 14* (7) i Moeaob* 

avl, 

"T * fosie 
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His hra they wanted in number, they made up in zeal and bravery j 
very akJ and GoD gave them Aich fuccef:), that they quickly got into 
/ucctfs, fome of the ftrongeft fortrefles of Judaa^ falling upon their 
* Year of enemies fo fuddenly, and with fach courage, that they drove 
the flood them out of their cities, villages, and advantageous pofts ; 
B V^cii Judas*% name began to become terrible to the 

^ Syrimis^ Samaritanf^ andapoftate whilft thofe wly had 
foriaken their country, to avoid perfecution, were eitcmragdif 
to refort daily to him from their retreats ; whereby 
* increafed to fuch a degree as to make jfpolloniusy the Inelllo- 

vernorof yudica znd Samaria ^ think it high time to fiipprefs 
their rifing power, before it was grown to a greater height. 
FJe haftened therefore to raife a confiderable army, which 
chiefl|^conlifted of Samaritans y Jewifl) renegadoes^ and other 
neighbouring nations, with whom he marched againfl the 
Defeats Maccobean chief. JudaSy on the other hand, no-ways 
the Sy- terrified with the fuperionty of the enemy, came ojut'againft 
rians. him with his handful of men, and gave him a total defeat. 
Apollo- Apollonius was killed on the fpot, with a great number Of his 
nius/dzia. men. I'he reft were put to the rout, leavirig atich plunder 
behind them. Among the reft of the fpoil, fudas took the 
flain governor’s fword, and ufed it ever after, « in thofe wars 
which he waged againfl: the enemies of the JewiJh nation'^* ^ 

^ 1 Maccab. iii. 10, k (eq. Joseph, lib. xii. c. 4. 

fome fathers as antient as tliat the fanhedrin at Jerufalfm^ 
writer, feems to argue this ver- to the Jrws ' oi Alexemdria^ the 
fion to be of older date. It is other to thofe in E^pt^ to notify 
however from this that our to them the puriheation of the 
IJh verfion was made. temple, and dedication of the 

The fecond book of the Mac- altar, inflead of that which had 
cahees is, as we have obferved in been polluted with the idol of 
another feftion, an epitome of a Jupiter^ and to exhort them to 
larger hiftory written oy one Ja- join in the celebration of the fefti- 
fotty but long flnee loft. Both the val of it on the twenty-fifth of 
autho* md abridger feem to have the month Cyieu. But both thefe 
been Hellmftsy by their manner letters are efteemed even more 
of compttt;atian and ftile ; or ra- apocryphal than the reft of the 
ther it looks like a coUeAion of hiftory. 
fome valuable pieces, relating to We have dready fpoken of 
the JewiJh hiftory, fiom the at-^ **lihe third book of the Maccabees ^ ' 
tempt of Heliodorys upon t)\e* as previous in time to thefe two, 
treaiury of the temde, to the and authority to the latter of 
’ fignal vi£lory whiefr 71^} JHUr- thesm. , We ftiall llkewife refer 
eabms gained over iVirrmv^rfifteen the reader to what we fubjoUied 
years after. in that note -concerning the 

It begins with two letters from fourth book of that name *. 

* Su hf 9 re, p. 251, fef. not, (S). 


Thu 
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This defeat fo enraged Anttoebu^^ that, upon his hearing Antio- 
the firft news of it, he again ^denounced the total extn pation of chusV 
the Jevosi and happy was it for fhem that hi$ treafury was then rage 
fo exhaufted, by his extravagant largefles, that he was forcccl^^'^v/ the 
to fupprefshis refcntipent, nil he could raife a fL/Iicient fup- 
ply of money to renew the war againft therrv; but before he 
could accomplifli this, another of bis gciierats received like^ 

a fignal overthrow. This was Scron^ deputy-governor Seron de- 

Qglmria under Ptcle?fiy Maaon^ who took it into Mx^feahd^ 
come againft Juda^y in hopes, that if he could defeat 
that^tle $rmy of his, before the king fent more foices 
thither^ iie fhould gain no fmall glory by it. He advanced 
therefore with his tioops as far as Bethion^ where ^udas met 
him with an handful of his men. 'riicfe, feeing the fuperiority 
nf the enemy, exprefled a gicat reludancy to engage, 'fe* 
tigued as they w'ere, with marching and fafting (B) : but 
Judas foon dilpclled their tears, by reminding them, that 
they fought the caufe of God, who was not wont to five 
by ftrength or number, and whofc glory, now concerned m 
their fuccefs, would difplay itfelf the more, by the difpro- 
portion there was between their two armies. Having thus 
put new life into them, they fell upon the Syrians with fucli 
vi|j0uf, i\\Q.t^Si.ron was overthrown and killed, with cight^,;^ / 
hundred of his men, on the fpot. Some of the reft fled as 
^ jfar ^ BethoroHy and the greateft pait faved themfelves by 
running into the land of the Philijhnes Thefe continued 
fuccefles of liit new J(wtJh general made Philips governor 
of JudaUy think it high time to acquaint Antiaclus with the 
danger that province was in of being loft, if not fpcedily re- 
lieved. Antiochus had been obliged to leave the government 
to Lyfias^ whilft himfelf was gone beyond the Euphrates^ as 
wc have feen elfewheie Lyfsas^ who had orders to invade 


® I Maccau, lii. 13. ^ Ibid. ver. 14,1 &feq. ^Seebcfoie, 

vol. ix, p. 298, k feq. 


(B) It was, it feems, this ///- 
general’s method to keep a 
faft before they engaged the cne- 
; and here their march, fail, 
and o^et, fo cloiely folloi^td, 
his ihen began to defpond 
pf the victory, when they’faw 
the fuperiority of Seron% army to 
theirs. 

(S) I Mactah Iti. 17, ^feq 
A %x. c, 4, (ST bell, Juiau, /. 1, e% I# 


45 for Bfthomty it was 
coiding to Stl.Jtrcm and Euft 
hiust almut twelve thoufand pace- 
from JtruJatm ( 9 )^ ; but, accord 
itig to Jofethus^ one hundred 
Hades ( i). Ut was fituate north 
ward of Jtrvfaltm^ and between 
lhat metrppolH and [2^ 

( 9 ) ZfT. mt. (j) Cenf, 

(%) Hitm, 
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Judaa^ and to deftroy all the fews^ difpatched immediately 
Nicanor to Ptolemy Macron^ governor of Ccelefyrta and Phanietofi and 
andGcor-to Nttamr anJ Georgias^ two experienced officer*}, forty 
tboufiind foot, , with orders to fee the Itiim’s commands 
gamji Ju* pun£i!ually obeyed againft the nation. 'Hiefe came and 
encamped on the plains of Emmaus^ not {it from Jerufalem^ 
about twenty niiles from Lyida^ where they were reinforced 
with feven tnoufand horfc(C). 

Jud^V Judas immediately gathered his little army together, con- 
hh\too 7 s t>nly of fix thoufand men 5 and reminded tbjni^ not 
u ioofs, fignal viftorics, but of thofe whic^h 6iq^en\ 

formerly gamed in a more miraculous manner againft tenna^ 
chtrib^ and other powerful enemies of the Jews ; and par- 
ticularly of a recent one, which fix thoufand of their nation 
bad gained over an army of one hundred and'twenty thou** 
fand Gauls and Macedmians^. However, conddaed he, 
remember, that, let the fuccefs be what it will, it is ftill 
more glorious to die fword in hand, in defence of our religion, 
lives, and liberties, than to fall into the hands Of an enemy 
fully determined to our utter defl:ru£tton. After thi^ exhor* 
tation, he was obliged, by the Mofatc law, to make a pro-* 
clamation, that all who had married wives, planted Vineyards,’ 
tic, or whofe hearts failed, (hould depart ^ \ and this carried 
oiF near one half of his men, whilfi the reft, vi^ho remained 
intrepid, were fcarcely furniftied with weapons fit for fo bold 
leads them znd unequal an cnterpriVe However, he led his tSreO 
r<rMizpah. thoufand men to Mizpab (D), there to implore the divine 

affiftance, 

^ 2 Maccab. viii. 19^ A feq. « Vide Deut. xx. 5, 

1 Maccab. iv. 6.. 


(C) Nieanor^ who had refolved 
to m^, if poi&ble, the fom of 
two thoufand talents, wjiich the 
king his mailer owed to the 
mans, caufed a proclamation to be 
made, in all the cities and fea- 
ports round about, that he would 
icll his Jewifi captives at the rate 
of ninety for a talent ; and this 
brought a gi||$at concourfe of 
mermnts, who cai^ with large 
fums of money to purchaie thofe 
cyiptives. Our author reckons no 
lets than » thoufend ojf them, 


fidesa great number of fervants, 
who brought chains and other 
materials to convey 'them a- 
way (3'. 

(D) This place, which is fa- 
mous in the Old Teftament, upon 
many accounts, and where the 
Jews ufed to aitemble themfelves 
to worihip before the temple was 
built (4), was now made choice 
of upon this occasion, Jthe temple 
being then polluted, 4nd kept by 
a Sjitan garifon. * 

Here mey fafted in fackcloth 


^(3) 2 Mnteoh j” 41. % Mete^ tiu. 34. I, xii. u M* (4) 

Ofi % Sum, vii. 
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by prayer, fafting and facrificcs ; in confidence of 
which, he marched with them againft the enemy, and en- 
camped as near them as he fafely could; refolved to offer them « 
battle early on the next morning, of which he gave bis troops 
notice that very njigbt^ In themean time new swcr.e brought 
to him, by feme of his fcolits, that Georgias was cou^^ing at 
the bc^ of five tboufand of his choiceft men, and one thou- 
fatidhorfe, to furprife him in his camp; which gave him 
fuch an opportunity of countermining him, as gained him 
acid eafy vidlory ; for, taking tMe advantage of 
abfence, he, and hb three thoufand men, fell on 
a fuAlen on the Syrian army, killed three thoufand of their 
men, put the reft to flight, and into fuch confufion> that^*^^”®*^ 
they ccmld not be rallied again by any means ; but left their 
camp, and all their ba^age and behind them, and fled. 

Gg^rgias^ having in vain fought for bis enemy, whom hefup- 
pofed to have again retired into the mountains, was returning 
back to bis army, when he perceived bis camp on fire ; which Burns 
throw' his men into fuch a paqic, that, in fpite of all he^eorgiasV 
could do to prevent it, they threw down their arms, and ran » 
after the reft. Judas did not leave off purfuing them, ’ till he 
had killed fix thoufand more of their men, befides a great * 
number of maimed and wounded ; after which he led bis 
vi^rious troops to plunder the enemy’s camp, where, among 
otbie rich fpoil, they found that money which the greedy 
nierchants had brouglit to buy the Jezvi/h captives with. This 
jfignal vi£lory was gained on the rriday ; and the next day, 
being their fabbatb, was celebrated with fuitable returns to 
the Divine Providence for their miraculous deliverance k. 

This defeat proved doubly advantageous to the conqueror. 

It ftirnifhed him with quantities of arms and ammunition foremd good 
his men ; and his fame drew daily frefli reinforcements {tdmMPb 
all parts otjudaay whom his fuccefs encouraged to repair 

* t^Maccab. iii. 57, &feq. ^ Ibid. cap. iv. paff. Jossph. 
ubi fupr^. 2 Maccab. Viii. 24, k fe<|. 

andaflies, whilft Blea%ar^ JudaC% in th^ robes ; and, at the clofe 
brother, read and expounded to of their fall and prayers, the 
them foine proper portions out prieftly trumpets gave the fignal, 
bf the &riptotes. The iVitiei?- as a fure ouien of their future 
tites hkewiie, who fhould have vi£lory j'and the chief 

perfonrfed the conclafion of their ggve for the watchword, i:bg help 
vows at the temple {5), aflem- ^Gou<6)* ^ 

bled themfelves with the priefls 

(5) hn vJJe vqL m. *.63. ( 6 ) J MouedS. iil. ^Mstsah, 

fw. 2^, ^ y#y, ♦ 

X-4 


to 
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to falls from all the places oi the!): difperiioh { fo ifastte/C^und 
luiUiieJf foon sifter in a condition to attempt another i^ioyij^ 
«vrhich proved no lefs glorious and fuccefsful to hm, Timo^ 
thiuSf governor of the country beyond Jor^an^ ztid BacchideSf 
^ another .experienced officer of the Syrian army, had joined 

their force<, and were coming againft him, with a defign to 
retrieve their late defeat ; but Judas was, by this tim^ fo 
Defeats well reinforced, that he met and overthrew them in 
Timothy battle, killed tw'enty thoufand of their men, enrichfMJdi^fSf 
fpoift a new fupply of provifions fojr/]|Kt!l[)eAT 
Bacchidcs.^j^j took prefcntly alter fevcral ftrong fortrcflfe'l^i^ Kthe 
diflieartcned Syrians^ which he garifoned with fome of his 
troops, and depofitcd in them the arms which they had taken 
Divides from the enemy. In the diftribution of all the fpoil, Judas's 
the/potl, generofity outwent what was even preferibed by the Mafai^ 
law, which intitled none to {hare it with the combatants, but 
thofe who were left to take care of the baggage ^ } but he 
caufed a confiderable part to be divided among nis indigent 
brethrens fo that the old,, decrepit, the fick and lame, the 
widows and the fatherlefs, were made partakers of the fruits 
of his vidories. In this battle was killed one of Tmstkeus^s 
chief officers, named Phtlarchusy who had been a bitter enemy 
to the Jews 5 and whilft they were making their itejoicings 
Callifthc' ior their fuccefs, news wpre brought, ihdXCalliJihenes^ the man 
lies burnt who had firft fet fire to the gates of the temple, bad coni;ea{e(l 
himfelf in a little houfe not far from them 1 upon whteh 
Judas difpatched a detachment, who went and fet it on* fire, 
and biurnt him in it, as a juft retaliation for his facrtlege 
NicanorV As for Nicanor^ he faved indeed his life, but loft hie honour, 
Jhameful forced to retreat to Antioch^ ip the difguife of a fervant, 
and there excufe his late dilgracc, by owning, that the Jms^ 
when under the proteflion of their GO0, were invincible". 

Wheu Lyjias heard the news of the total defeat of the 
army he bad lent into Judaa^ he made all the hafte be could 
to put himfelf at the head of fixty thoufand foot,^aiid live 
thoufand horfe, all of the choiceft troyops he could get ; and, 
entering with them, through the territories of Idumea^ 
was met at BethzMra (£) by the Maccabitijh general, at the 

head 

^ Vide Nume. 3 (xxi* 25, & feq. >«Sam. xxx. 24. » % Macc. 

viii 30, h feq. ' " Ibid. ver. 35, & feq. 1 Maccab. be Jpsbph* 
antiq. lib. xii. e. li. * * * 

(E) This WAS a Tery iteport,llt in Ac tribe of (7), and h!t 4 

forcrefs abont that tune. It was formerly been fortified by king 

ffj J'tJh JoJb, XV. 58. 


Kthoitam, 
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head of ^nly ten thoufand men. The two armies engaged, Lyfias 
and j^asy thd* fo much inferior to the Syrians^ fell upon/ii?/*/ in 
them with fuch courage, that he immediately killed fivcjudaca. 
thoufand of them on the fpot, and routed the reft ; and Year of 
Xyftasy obferving that the fought like men uetermined^^® 
either to conquer or die, would not venture a fccond engage- - ^ ^ 3 * 
incnt^with the remainder, of his feared army j but returned 

with a defign to bring a much greater force (LLt 
by the following year® (F). 
an < this while the fan^luary continued polluted with 


all < this while the fan^uary continued polluted with 
abonwable idols, the temple garifoned by idolaters, and the 
city a ruined heap. As foon therefore as the enemy was gone 
put of the province, Judas marched with his army to the 
metropolis, fully purpofed to recover and purify it. And, Judas 
japon thejr coming to mpunt Siaiy and feeing the defolation/^^C/^<^J 
in which it lay, the houfes, palaces, and gates of thc^^(y 
temple burnt down, the courts of the fanftuary over-run 
with flirubs and briers*, the-prieftly apartments dcmolifhed,^-^^'^*^ 
the altar and* holy places profaned, and ftripped of all their 
antient Vendor,, they rent their deaths, covered their beads 
|(^ith dufi) and filled the air with cries, and other tokens of 4 he 
' livelieft 

• ® 1 Maccab. iv. 30, & feq. 


JUi^ham (3), it being one of 
the I&ys of Judaay on the fouth 
fide of Uumea (9;. The feepnd 
hook of the Maccahets places il 
at live furlongs.diftance from Je* 
rt^alem {\) ; but this mull: be a 
miftake, either of the tranflator 
or tranicriber, it being, accoiW- 
ing to Eu/ebiusy full twenty miles 
from it, on the road to //i?- 
iron (z), 

(F) This is one of the moft 
fignal viAqries that ever Judas 
yet gained againll the Syrians^ 
aiid at the fame time the moft 
difficult to be accounted fpr, 
from the imper fed relation which 
the Js^jor/b authors give us of 
That which he gained againft 
thpfe two experienced generals, 
Nicamr and was owing 

to a farprixe^ the Syrian army 

f 9 ) z Cb*m, H, 7. (9) I 

(I j Cbjp» Ai. , (-) Lo, U b 


being attacked in the night, and 
in the abfence of one of their ge« 
nerals, whilft the other, depend- 
ing on his ftratagem, lay in pro- 
found fecurity. In that which 
he gained over ^imotheus and 
Bacchides, he killed twenty thou- 
fand of their men before they 
gave ground ; neither is it faid 
of either of thefe two afUons, 
whether Judas attacked the two 
commanders jointly or feparate- 
ly j fo that if we may guefs from 
his chamber, it is more likely 
he felt upon them in both, before 
they iftd joined their forces. 

But in this, Lj^as cqmes at the 
head of fixt|f dkmfahd choice 
foot, and ten thofiland hoefe, fm 
down before is attack^ 

€9* by only ten thoufand men, 
and hais fcarcely live thoufand of 

Maetab* 6r» z yattah, xit 
tfifi xpU ii. p* ^ ub, *?/. 

his 
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livelicft fotrow. As foon as Judas obferved thcfe iQrA emo- 
tions a little alTwaged, be polled fome of his bravefttropps to 
guard all the avenues of the city from furprize, and then ap«* 
pointed fuch of the prieftly order as had beftfignaliZed them* 
felv^s for their zeal and fanflity, to enter into the temple, 
and fee it thoroughly nd of all its profane lumber, whilft the 
reft of the people were bufy in clearing the ftreets and* places 
of all their rubbilh. Whatever old materials tjiey. fcrtjfndji 
that had undergone any defilement, they broke to, pieces, 
^and carried them out of the city, and buried them^^/omo 
commonplace, efpecially the altar of burnt-offerings, 
had been io notorioufly profaned, that no part of it Was fit 
for ufe; and which was therefore demolifhed, and carried off, 
and another of unhewn ilones p fubilitutcd to it (G). There 

* were 

P 1 Maccab. iv. vcr. 43, & feq. 


his own killed, a fmall number 
out of feventy thoufand, before 
he IS routed,and fo difheartened, 
sis^o leave the province, and le- 
tire to Antioch. Our authorb do 
not tell us in what order either 
iide difpofed their troops , but, 
from what we have formerly 
mentioned of the JenvtJh way of 
fighting (3), and even by what 
we can gather from that of the 
Maceabits^ who feem to have ftill 
followed the old way, the method 
was (whenever their army was 
too fmall to make a front equal 
to that of the enemy), to divide 
their trobps into four or five 
ibodies, of a confiderable depth, 
and fo fall on the enemy at pro- 
portionable dillances. 

Let us therefore fuppofe ever 
fo great a fuperjority in the ‘/tot- 
ijh army, either in point^f cou- 
rage and experience, knowleg: 
of the ground, advantage of fttu- 
ation, or the l|kef it will ftill ap- 
pear next to a miracle, that Se- 
venty thoufand choke nien|^f 
horfe and foot, fhoutd be rowsd 
and broken, upon the death of 

(3) Vdl ui. j 


* five thoufand of their meto, and 
by fo fmall a number as ten 
thoufand. 

, If, therefore, thejc*u>(/h au- 
thors have not exaggerated the 
number of their enemiSa» we 
may very well fuppofe they have 
their character ; and by thrir de- 
feat, and their general’s 
denly reuring from Judaea, it 
may be reafonably conduded, 
that his army, inlltad of confift* 
ing of fuch choice horfe and foot, 
was only an undifciplined mul- 
Utude, gathered up in hafte, and 
cafily feared at the fight of fa 
brave and lefolute an enemy. 
What confirms this conjedure is, 
that l/ffias had much better fuc- 
cef{» the next year, as we fliall fee 
in the fequel 

(G) It feems there arofc no 
fmall difficulty among the JpwiJh 
doflors, about difpofing of the 
matens^of this old altar. On 
' flic one hand, it had been dedi- 
cated to, and had a long time 
been ufed in the fervice of God ; 
fo that they thought it unlawful 
to apply them tp any common. 

184, cv*-/ 
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were ^ iflany things wanting before the divine fervice could nea/tarr 
he refum^d'; the altar of perfumes, the table of fhewbread, My^aee* 
the feven-branch candlefticL, confers, and other facred uten- «»^wpr- 
fils, all of the pureft gold, had been carried ofF^ as well asA>f rr- 
the rich veil, which covered the holy of holies : all il there-^^^^' 
fore the JewiJh chief caufed to be made anew out of the 
fpoils of their enemies j and all being fet up in their refpcftive 
places, and the holy and moft jjoly place repaired, they began B-f 
the divine Worlhip with the dedication of the new altar, and ^ 
holy utenfUs, on the twenty-fifth day of the month 
being the very fame day on which it liad ceafed by 
th^ profanation of the temple three years before, and in the 
fecOnd yjear of Judas's government. 

Tttts ceremony, which was performed with all imaginable The dedi- 
folemnity, was ufhered in with the earlicft dawn, hy \he cation per-- 
found of the trumpets, by raifing a fielh fire by the llriking/prwr^/, 
of twip fire-ftones ; which was no fooner kindled, than they 
began with offering the lamb foi the daily facrifice, lighting 
the lamps, burning the ufual portion of incenfe, and all other 
parts of the divine fervice, according to the, Mofatc law ; 
from which time it was never difcontinued, till the deftruc- 
rofi of the temple by the Romans. This feftival was 
eight days with great devotion and joy, after which it was 


efts. On the other hand, the Joftphm, that ever they made a 
heathers had polluted it in fo new one The after the 

many ^Virays, by f^n ificing un- author of the fecond book of the 
dean beafts upon it to their idoh Maccaheesy tell us indeed, that 
and felfc deities, that the re- caufed the old one,which 

taining any part of it would Mofis had made, to be burled in 
have been deemed td defile all fo fecret a place a little before the 
their future offerings. At length . captivity, that it could never be 
a middle expedient was agreed found; and the former add, that 
on, that they fhpuld be depofited it will never be brought forth, 
into feme convenient cavity of till God is reconciled to the 
themountam on which the temple people, and has gathered them 
ftood, till feme prophet arofe that all under the King Meffiah. It 
could direft them how to difpofe is tJierefore reckoned one of the 
better of them (4\ five that were ^vanted in 

Among the facred utenfils the fecoifi temple ; but whether 
which Judas caufed to be made, they made any thing like it after 
of thofe which Antiotbta ^ their return, is more than we 
had carried ofJi we do not raadf* dare affirm. Wo (hall fee in the 
of ark and mercy-featco ffand fequt^,thatWhe^ tbnAtomans pkn* 
in m moft holy otace ; nor ia it dex^jthe fm^^ry, fou^ it 
feid by £(tray Neiesniai, or even quW cmpt]rb?‘^rftofe,Utenfik 

f^) 1 Maecsis iv. 44 , ^ fip 


ordered 
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ordered to be foletnnized every year in the fame manlier, by 
the whole nation, under the name of the feaft of the dedi* 
cation During this time the front of the temple was 
adorned with crowns, garlands, efcutcheons, and other or-* 
naments of the beft gold. Every houfe v as liltewife illumi- 
nated and adorned ; and from thence «t was alfo called the 
feaft of lights ^ (H). The author of the fecond book of 
the Maccabees adds ■, that, ift memory of their having kept 
the feaft of the tabernacles, whilft they lurked in dieir dims, 
and on the mountains, they repaired to the templlf pn this 
new feftiv^, with palms and other curious branches }ii their 

^ 1 Maccab iv. 58, & fe<j ' Joseph, antiq.l.xijb c, ii, 

* 2 Maccab. x. 6, 8 c ieq. 

(H) It was accordingly con- evangelifts caDs it encomia ( 6 ), 
tinned to be celebrated by light- which implies the fymie thing, 
ingof many candles, Come at their and adds, that it fell in die win- 
doors, and fome in* their houfes. ter, about the time of Che folfiice. 
Even to this time they light a This circumftaftcc is fo much 
certain number* of laige wax- the more material, becaufe Chrift 
tapgxs in their fynagogues during vouchfaling to alfift at it, though 
this feftival j that is, one on the appointed only by human autlm- 
firft day, two on the lecond, and rity, fufficiently proves the law- 
fo on to eight on the laft day of fulnefs of inftituting feftivals in 
the feall; the occaiion of which> memory of public bleffings (7). 
the y€*ws tell us, wa*?, that when The yews indeed cefebrated 
they came to light the lamps on two other dedications, to wit, that 
the great candleltick, they could of Soionton, znd that ofZerubbaM, 
find no holy oil to feed them which were properly founded on 
with, till, after much looking, divine authority, pecaufei iufli- 
they found a little veiTel fealed, tuted by * perfons divinely in- 
which contained juft as much as fpired; but that this whicii our 
would ferve one day; but, to &viour is obferved to have been 
their furprize, burnt eight whole prefent at, could be neither of 
r days. On this day they likewife thefe, is plain, becaufe that of 
celebrated the death of Hohpher^ Solomon was kept in the month 
ncs by Judith^ tho’ they are not T which is about our au- 
all agreed.thai It happened about turon (8); and that of Zerub* 
this lime (5}. babel in the month Adar^ ot the 

It was lawful,howcvfr,to work laft month, Which fells in the 
during the feftival, ii being on.y fpring (9} j whereas that of Ju^ 
obferv^^d by mirth, and going to hlaceabtus was in the winter, 
thefynagogue call which^ees widvwdiac dieevan- 

it hanticah, which fignifies refto* ,gjdift feys ifl the glace 

ration, or renewing.^ One c^h« above-quoted: . ^ ^ 

f «;> Ftfie T*eo ptr, tu c, 9 . {6 ) liopH x. %%• 

(j) yfdeOht^ tityekieitl fS} X via. 2. 2 Chtan, v. 3; f 9^ Ezra 

VI. 15, ^ 

7 bands, 
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hands, aod celebrated their wonderful deliverance withpfalms 
and hymns (uitable to th*c occafion. 

And now there remained but one obftacle more tp be re- Judas 
moved, namely, the garifon which Apollonius had j^aced in ufes tht 
the fortrefs QiAira^Qn the eminence over-agamft the tern pie 
(I), to annoy thofe that went to and from it; for whilft 
that was ftill kept by heathensr, and apoftate ^evis^ it could 
not but obftrudt their concourfe to the place of worlhip. A 
fiege'l^outd have taken up too much time, had Judas been 
furniibed with men and warlike inftruments for it , becaufe 
the place was very ftrong, both by art and nature . and to 
ha/e blockaded it, would have employed a greater number ot 
men than be could fpare. There was therefore but one way^ 
left, namely, to fortify the mountain of the temple with a 
high wall, and llrong towers, round about, and to leave an 
ftout garifon to defend it, and hinder that of Aaa fiom dif- 
turbing thofe who reforted to JtruJalem. At the fame time Beth- 
y^dits caufed fome additional fortifications to be made to zura 
iB^ibsiuray it being, as was lately obferved, an advantageous 
for^efs, to obftruil: the entrance fiom Idumea (K) j for 
which reafon it had been lately attempted by Lyfias ^ 

• Bir 

« t 1 Maccab. iv. 60, & fcq. 


(I) Irhe word acra, pro- 
perly fignifies an eminence, or 
fortryfs, built on feme eminent 
Vd, which has the command 
IcOuntiy round about ; and 
fts W^tAcra Hood higher than 
it gave that garifon 
the advantage of annoying all 
that paired to and from the 
temple, as was obferved above* 
(K) It will not be improper 
here to remind our readers, that 
*this Idumea is not the Idumea 
antiently fo called in the facred 
books of theOldTellament, 0- 
therwife theland of Fdom^ fituate 
between theZ>fA/fandtbei^^ Sea\ 
and known fince by the name of 
AreiiaPitreeUi concerning which 
»tfae reader may feewhat has been 
faid in a former volume ( i ). 

But this we are now fpeaking 


of, was a portion of the inhe- 
ritance of the tribes oiSttneon and 
Juda}\ taken in poflreflion by 
lome Idumtansy during the time 
of the Bahylomjh captivity , who, 
being driven out of their land by 
the Nabathepnsj came and iettled 
here, and inlargedtheitterritoiy 
from the fouth part of the lot of 
Judah, as far as Hebron^ which 
they made their metropolis, as it 
had been that of the tribe of Ju- 
dahs Thefe thcrcfoie, and not 
the antient Edomites, are the Idu- 
means we iliall have often occar 
lion to mention in the fequel of 
this hiftory. % 

Bethzura, lying on the 
road between Hibron and Jru- 
fikm, at kbout twenty miles 
from the latter, as we have hinted 
in a former note, was an impor- 


( 1 ) Set btfire, win il p, 4^5, 


tant 
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, &Y this time all the neighbouring nations h^ng heard 
what had been done ztjerufaltm^ were fo exafpeliated againft 
the Jms^ that they rcfolved to join their forces, to extijpate 
Jews maj- the whole nation. They began with murdering all thofe that 
chanced to live among them, and waited only the coming of 
Jfntiochus into Judaa^ to aflift them in the utter deftru£l,ioii 
Antio- of the Jews ; but, happily for thefe, Antiochus^ death, which- 
happened foon after, broke all their meafures, and fr^^d.^ehi 
Ye^ir of bloody defigns which that exafperated tyr^ht had 

the flood againft them We have already given an ac^iff^t, 
2184. of his preparations, and extraordinary death, in a former 
Bef Chr chapter^. 

164. The minority of the young Antmbus caufed fomcaltera- 
*n Palajiiney and gave the Jews a kind of refpite^ 
which proved however but ftiort-livcd. Ptolemy Mat^ron^ 
governor of Coele/yria^ who had been an invetcrato enemy to 
the JewSy and had made them fulFer great hardfhips dpriog 
the iaft reign, was now by fomc means become their Itichd $ 
but he was foon after accufed for it to the king, and deprived 
of his government by LyftaSy who fucccqded him in it> and 
came prefently after with a powerful army into Judaa^ I|i 
the interim, Georgias ^ who commanded the* 5 >r//?« forces 
there, having gathered a frefli body of ftrangers, wa^ mailing 
continual incuriions agai nil the Jewsy whiJil the Idu%eans^ 
who had joined with him, held the mod advantageous pofts» 
and received in them all the renegado na hopes to tire 

Judas/«/A the reft by prolongmg the war. But Judas y having gs^hered 
his army together, went and attacked them in that p<y||ejf 
means, iheir territories, which was called A(,rabateney and l^ilt |p| (b* 
Ids than twenty thoufand of them*. From thence heml^^ed 
againft the chiklren of Bean (L), who had proved a fharo 
thorn in his fides, and drove them into two of their ftrongeu; 
towers 5 and when he underftood that they were furniihed with 

I Maccab V i,&feq 2 Maccab. x. i, &feq Joseph. an^q. 
1 . xii. €. 14 Euseb. chroa. Vol. ix. p 292, & feq. ^ Id. ib. 

tant barrieragainft the incurfions they were a tribe of Idumeansy of 
of the Syrian troops that were m w.xom the text fays, that they 
Idvmeay and we)f delerved all Veie a ftiare and decoy to the 
the care chat^^a^r bellowed m IfrathtesyStii^ lay in wait againft 
the fortifying of it. them on the high-ways (2), as 

{h) Whether Bean was die they paffed to and from 
WXiti of a man, city, or tnbe, is /aim. 
not certain ; but inoft probably 

f%) 1 Matecah. v. 4, ^ /tg, OpJ» turn Gtr. x.\x\l. 27. & Numb, juidh %• ^ 
Bsuuiif 31, 

levcry 
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every nec^ipiry^ thing to holdout a fiege, he left hi$ three 
brethren, Jofeph^^ni ZaccbeuSj with a fufficient force 
to reduce thetn, whilft he led the reft upon a more important 
expedition. During the ftege, fome pf hoad officers 

fuffered themfelves to be bribed with a fum of fevcnty thou^ 
fand drachms, to let fome of the befieged efcape. Judas^ 
bejng informed of it, ordered thofe trauors to be tried by the 
hiads of the army, and to be put to death ; after which he 
t$ok ifee two fortrefles by affault, put both ganfbns, which Taht fnvi 
coidifte4 of about twenty thoufand, to death, burnt 
towers to the ground, and pafled o\tr Jordan into the land 
iS^^o^Atim,onites Thefeehc found likewife in a good pofture-^^'’^^^^ 
of defence, having Ttmotheu^ the Syrian general at their head, 
who had gathered a great number of forces out of Afia^ and®^”’ 
was coining to invade Judaa, He had feveral fkirmimes with 
the Amnionitei\ before he could come at the Syrian com- 
tiiander, and deieated and killed great numbers ^ after 
lyKich he took the city of Jazar^ put a ganlbn into it, and 
marched batk into Judaa » 

In the mean time Ttmotheus had gathered together an army 
fronr among all the heathen nations, who were now more 
than ever exafperated againft thc^ew, refolved, if poffible,- 
to wipe off tfic dilgrace bf hi:» former defeat, with the 
extirpation of that people. To this end, he entered Judaa 
with Ins new fprees. Judas did not let him penetrate far, 
before he fnet, and totally defeated him, killed twenty thou* Defeats 
fand‘ five hundred of his foot, and fix hundred hoife, andTimO' 
forced him to retreat into the city of Gazara (M), which was^J^®'*®- 
comifianded by his brother Chereas, Hither Judas purfued 
and invefted him, and, having carried the place in five days, Talics Ga 
flew him with his brother, and another Syrian general, named zaia. 
Apollophanes *. This defeat, though very advantageous to 
the Jews^ proved the caufc of great numbeis of their nation 
being murdered by the heathen*:, who could not brook the 
continual fuccefs of the Maccabittjl> general. A thoufand ofjews mu 
them were facnficed to tbcir fury in the land of Toby and ^Judat-a 
their wives and children carried into captivity, the reft of their < 

brethren muft have undergone the fame fate, had they not 

y t Macca». V. 1, &fcq. Ib. vcr. 8. '» sMaccab.x, 

(M) Probably the fame with zai'Hifojiolit {%). Eafiimfheea 
Ciulttra and Gadttathy ficuate in it about five nwlcs northwaid of 
the neighbourhood of Diojpolis the latter (4}.. 

ii) fipraxt, jiiiGtiara, StOtni, falafi. Afii. (4) lu. Ihir, ^ 

b wifely 





' leans di 
p^ed. 


.4^ it> Aving inti 

\it )(n<} tbtve timely prmtfdfM 
f^mthen^ (hey fent lettem M 
’of(Mlfcoii<Htr ^ ’'* • -* - 

htm that 

‘^iantt SiJattiakSf 


ifel|^ 

in<i that (ok 

iHed at Odzara, at toe aftad 4>f th^ 
and othera, oraa'bdtegii; 

t^m in It. yu 4 as‘haS ^ucc\f done reading' thd& let 
<3flea$tet when he received others from other brediretf m ^4 
*iul G^t- who were alfo in the fame diftreis. The general 
* -' convened afanhedrin, in which it was refoived^ * 

and his brother Jonathan Ibould go to help the Gim^ 
with part of bis troops^ making in all about eight thoGpiSi i 
that Simon, another of his brothers, Ihould to with atlother 
part, to fuccour thofe of Galilee \ and that jo^h and 
fias, his other bt others, ihould ftay to defem^arw^&m 
the reltdue of their troops. To thefe latter, jmhtt gave f ‘ '' 
charge in no cafe to a^ offcnfively, but to ftand in their i 
defence, till his or his brother Simon's return «. • ' 

Upon Judas's palling Jordan, he Was infoth^ed'^l^ 
marches to the Noiatheans, with whom he was then at peace, tl^ ilw 
ihetr re» only the Jews of Dathema, but Iikewife thofe ^ 

Cafphor, Mated, Alema, Catnaim, and other conildmyye 
cities of the land of Gslead, were likewife clolely Ihut to ^ 
their enemies, and, if not timely relieved, were defignto W 
be all deftroyed in one day. As there was no time then jb 
be loft, Judas immediately fell on Bofora, took it, 
ftroyed all the males ; and, having freed his brethren ftt 'fyt 


Judas 


lief. 


to the city, and marched dired:ly to Dathema. 
arrival thither early the next motning, he found Tinutii^ 
D feats , ready to Aorm the place ; and fell upon him fo unexpe£Eedfy, 
Timo* *und with fuch force, that he put all to the rout } for th^ no 
theus. fooaer heard the found of the trumpets, and underftood 
,'^t Jadat was at the bead of their enemy, than they tlvew 
mwn their arms in the utmoft confufion, and betotdt dbenv* 
felves tod^ht. Judds purfued them fome tinke, and l^ed 
abouttng^t tboufand of them; but, remembring ttHtccKidltfbn 
ft BoC°^ ^ brethren^ in the GiUaditifis cities, be‘ foattbhed 
* 'i. ^'agaioft, and. took them one aftet^other, made them underto 
* ' the fame dAeaa he bad that A ]^o/ord, l^i^ J^imlelf 

the richeft and returned mth Im vkSmioua 


and delireito bretbom, to,yeffJtlm*’ * ' 

,f. Otr the tuber Hand, ^ btoftdty I 

iuef in in&e|i^, haying buMltoe thoufond «n«l^ way ito 
Saluee. * - " - * > s .nt viV 

, * Ibldi ver, i k 4 iQdd. 
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ccfsful in he defeated his enemies in fevcral ren-- 

counters, killed about three thoufand of them, and purfued 
them as hx ^^PtoUmah^ enriched himfelf with their plunder, 
and delivered his brethren from their cruel thraldom ; but 
finding it impoflible with his handful of men to iccure their 
longer abode there, by the total redudion of their oppreflbrs, 
he chofe rather to bring them with their familiesand valuable 
things to Jerufalcm ; whence Judjs foon after fent them to 
new-peoplc the dcfolate cities of yudaa^ where they might 
dwell in moie fafety. Whilfl things went on thus fuccefs- 
fully in Gilead and Galilee^ the two brothers, that were left at 
unluckily took it into their heads to fignal ze them- 
i'elvcs alfo bv fonie brave exploit on their heathen neighbours, 
though contrary to exprefs commands. ya?nnia ap-JofephV 

pcared to them a fair fca-port town (N), and worth their 
conquering, before the return of their vidforious bicthren. 

Thither llicrcfore they led their little army, but were unhap- 
pily defeateci by Geotglas^ who commanded tlic place, and 
W'ho fallied out againft them, killed about two thoufand of 
their men, and torcecl the icfi to leturii with fhamc and lofs 
to Jerufalem^* yuda^ \{\ tlie mean tune had fallen again JudasV 
upon the Idnmeans^ wiio, as we have feen, had joined with /«t-£-/y} 
the Syrians ; a»nd thcuigh in fomc meafuie humbled by h\m^ ogaitijlth 
were ftill fiirring againfi liim, lie led his forces into the foiith Iduine- 
parts gf Idnnica^ laid liege to ILbron iheir famous metropolis, 
took and deniolilhed it, with all the neighbi'uiing towns, and 
carried off a comldeiahle plunder *. Fiom thence he entered 
the territories of PhilijJtnes and SamaritiJU\j inji £l:ing ter- 
ror where-ever he paired,and difcouraging thof<* natioiii at leaft 
from ailing ofFeiifivcly againll him i^O) ; and returned not 

« I M ACC Mi. V. feq. * ^'er. 6f, fcq. 


(N) It was fituateon tliejl/. - 
dittirunciin, between 'J'*ppa and 
^Izotus^ or djhdnd^ abiyat two 
hundred and foiiv fai kings di- 
llant from ‘jnujiilem ( 5 1. Ir> 
name is not to be found in tlie 
//f^;vae,but the ghu places 
it after tnc ciiy ol Ehr/i, men- 
tioned in JrJf un '6;. It is flip-* 
pofed to oe tjie lame with 
which U;i.zi^dj king of 'Juri.h i, 
faid (7) to have taken irom the 
PkilijUn.s. See it delcribcd in 


a former volume (8). 

(()) In this expedition, fome 
indiicreet pritih, diac were in his 
army, cndc.'U curing tu l:gn:iii/.c 
their valoiu b) lome exploit 
againft the t.n‘'i > , fell a faerince 
to their ur.rinicl\ a;nl idon ; be- 
ing all llain iii tliJ aueiiipi, .md 
b ' ilicir dcani^ coiu'UKed both 
him, and Ids arriiy, lio'v danger- 
Oils it \\:\'> to go one ftep l.L‘\ond 
the ordeib of luv.)i an cxpciienceJ 
general ;<■/. 

Ct'on. XKvi ti 


(0 1 rah. x:*. T. te) 

(S) 

VoL. X. 


into 
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into Judaa till he had taken a tour through the land* of the 
and deftroyed, with their fortrefl'es, all their altars, 
groves, and other inftruments of idolatry 5 . 

All thefe repeated fuccefles raifed fuch a jealoufy and 
fhame in the lately defeated Syrian governor, that he afl'embJed 
Lyfias an army of eighty thoufand foot, together with all the horfe 
innjades and elephants he could get, and marched with them into 
Juda-a. fudisa^ not doubting fpeedily to reduce that unhappy 
Year of kingdom into as miferablc a condition as Antiochus had for- 
the flood mcrly done. After which his defign was to extirpate the 
218;. whole nation, to icpcople their Lind with heathens, 

Bcf Clir. malter and himfelf, both with the richeft 

^ plunder of the land, and with the file of the high-priefthood, 
and other dignities. with thefe great hopes, he 

marched through the fouthern territories of fudah^ probably 
bccaufc the other was too mountainous and craggy for his 
elephants and cav airy \ and laid liege to the fortrefs oiBethzura, 
juda,*^ wdio was then at yerufaltm^ having fiiJl: implored the 
divine blefling on his arms, fet out with his little army to 
its relief On the road there appeared to them a man on 
horfeback m rich fliiniiiy armour, and fecmingly brandifliing 
Jsdefeaud, jjjs fp^jr againft tlu-ir enemies. This fight, whatever it was, 
gave his men fucli a flufh or courage, that th^y fell like lions 
on the Syrian camp, killed eleven thoufand foot, and put the 
fell to flight. 9 

Si((s jnr Lyfias j now more than ever convinced, how impolTxble it 
would be to carry on the war againfl fuch an enemy, with 
either honour or advantage, fent fuda^ fomc overtures of 
peace with a pruniife, that it fliould be ratified by the 
king his maficr, and that the young prince Ihould make him 
all the conceflions he fliould with jullicc demand, and con- 
clude an alliance with him. fiidas accepted the propofal, 
and fent fooii after fobn and Abjamn^ two of his captains, 
JudasV with the conditions upon w'hich he would agree to a peace, 
conditmis, tQ who cau fed them to be forthwith conveyed to An- 

tiochu^. They contained upon the whole a general amnefty 
ior whatever had been done before ; a total revocation of the 
late edi( 5 t againfl they^^7i;j,and fafe pallpoits for commiilioncrs 
to pafs from ""jcrvfaltm to Ly, /j, or, if need required, to 
Agreed to Aniioth, Thelie conditions, ifiivaiitageoiis as they were to 
/y the Sy- hated *^fcws, were icadily granted by the king ; and two 
rians. letters were fent, the one to the governor, and the other to 
the JnuiP) fenatc. Lyfias likewile wrote to them, as did 
alfo Memmhis^ and 7 ' Manlius^ two Roman embafl'adors 
the S\tian c<Hirt. All thef* fou; Icttcis tlic reader may 
^ i \ z .’ViACc « 1' >i. I, ad 13. 


find 
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find in the chapter hft quoted * ; by which it appears, how 
ready both the governor and his mafter were to agree to a 
peace with the victorious Jeivs, and how friendly thofc two 
Romans had iiitcrpofcd thcii good offices on th'^ir behalf (P). 

It appear . alfo by the king’s letter, that Mcnelaus^ the apoftate 
Jiigh-prieft, whf> in all likelihood was then at the Syrian nclaus^ro- 
court, had alfo laboured to promote this peace, and Was dc- 
firous to be included in it ; fmee he was fent back to feru- fcace. 

' 2 Macc. xi. i6, to the end. 


(P) Lyfios\ letter being dated 
from the month Di't/LOi i.ithiu^^ 
or, as i\\cLativ verfion abridge^, it, 
Dio/tofu^, has very much pu//Jcd 
the chronologills, bccaufe there 
is no iuth month to be found in 
the ^yo-MtiLcdniion calendar, or 
indeed in any other of thofe 
times. Thofe who fuppofe it to 
have been an intcrcalar one, placed 
between thofe of Dvjhus and 
Xanthhvs (i), aiifwering in pait 
to our Match and Jpt il, have not 
given us any proof, tlnit eithci 
S^ritUiSy or e\en 

Chtildtnais ^ Jiad any Inch inter 
cahiiy mohtlt ; and the main rea- 
fon on which ‘they build iheir 
luppolition, to Uil, that the lati 
iication of rJie ptace dated tiOin 
the monlhXiW/A/f/V', iininevi lately 
following, nialcj uilher ma- 
nifellly again II it. 

Tor AntiGLh and "Ji t nfiltm be- 
ing at leall four huinlicd miles 
afundcr, it is haidl) credible, tliat 
tilde ai tides of peace could have 
been fent for, tranfniittcd, and 
ratified, in fo flioit a Ipacc as a 
month. We mull therel’ore ei- 
ther fuppofe foinc mi Hake in the 
text, occafioncd by the inad- 
vertency of the tianfcribers, ^qr 
that the king was not then 
at Antioch^ but either in Vhtrm- 
€tay or fome other place nearer 
JernfaUm ; and this latter feems 
indeed the moll probable, if w'c 


confidcr, that according to the 
Ling' . h ttcr (2), thofe 7 ' who 
were to tranfa6l this peace, and 
to go from 7^ rufahm to Ly/ias'^i 
camp, or as we ohfen ed above, 
to the couit, had but fif- 

teen days allowed them, to wit, 
from the fifteenth to the thirtieth 
day of X(nitHc 74 Sy which would 
have been too lliort a fpace to 
have gone to and fiom the king, 
and makes it rcafonable to fup- 
pofe he was nearer 'Judtra. 

Tn this cafe lyiofcotinthiio vimX 
Dioflof may be probably enough 
cither a coiruptiun, or, more like 
1), other nanici for Dyjincy im- 
mediately preceding Xanthicvs , 
or, if the former be dei ived from 
Alof /ocufi/o'', a‘« who Ihould fay 
the month Dius of the Coritithi^ 
atii^ bccaufe Dius among the 
Bithyviavs anfwercil the Dvfl/'us 
of the Syro Macfdof 'r/fj, which 
is not impiobable, then the 7 )/^y/- 
cotus of the L.itifi verfion will be 
only an nbbievuition or corrup- 
tion ut the Dadlot n^ihius { 3) 

'Fhcfc letters bear moreover 
the date of the hundred and forty- 
eighth year, to wit, of the Scleu- 
Lid.j ^ which the learned author 
lad quoted ha*^ proved to anfwer 
to the year before Chrill 163. 
and the reft in proportion ac- 
cordingly ; to which we refer the 
reader. 


( I ) ScaL /, li. 

(3) FnJ. fuban, 163. 


VjJir . fub Af. 38 41 . ( 2) 2 Macc. xi. 30. 
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falem by Antmhus^ as his letter terms it, to comfort or 

confirm the 

This peace however, which feeiiis to have been obtained 
from the young king by the foie intercft of Lyfiasj unlefs we 
join with him the high pricft above-mentioned, could not be 
Syrian ge- brooked by the other Syrian generals ; fo that, as foon as 
Lyjias retired to Anttoch^ Timotheus^ another 

of that name, and fon of Genneta^ Iheronymus^ Demophonj 
and Nicayior governor of Cyprus^ began to renew their hofti- 
litics againfl the "Jews. The neighbouring nations ^ were 
equally forwaid to infcft them ( Q^). But Judas could ftay 
no longer to revenge himfclf on thofe peindious wretches, 
becaulc who hid by this time got a frelh army, 

was entered the land ot Giuad \ but inarched dircSly to their 
affillance ; he had fcarcc gone nine furlongs, before he was 
attacked by a band of Arabian nomadcs (R>, in number about 

2 MAtCAii. xi. 32. * 2 Macc. xii. i, cV feq. ad 9. 


like the 
peace. 


(Q) Some inilancC'» of which the 
author give us m thole oVJ 
who treachcroLilly invited, upon 
Jome pretence, a number of 
with their wivc^ and chil- 
dren, who lived in the plate, on 
board fome barges by the lea 
Ihore, rowed them further into 
the deep, and flung them over- 
board, to the number of about 
two hundred. This barbaious 
action was foon after heard of at 
'JeruJuUm ; and Judas, juftly pro- 
voked at it, marched againft 
thofe murderers, tame upon them 
in the dead of the night, fet lire 
to their boats and port, and 
killed all thofe tliat had fa ved 
thcmfelv es from the flames. He 
would ha^ • done the fame to the 
city itfeJf, but they had timely 
^ Ihut their gales upon him; and 
when lie v\ as refolving its utter 
deftrudlion, hearing that thofe 
of Jasnma had hjttched the fame 
cruel mifehitf againft thole Jemis 
that lived with them, he turned 
his arms thitherward, came fud- 
denly upon them, and burnt their 


Ihips, port, and maga'/ines, in- 
fo much that the flames w'ere fecn 
ixom Jiiufalem I though, as we 
hinted before, at near two hun- 
dred and forty furlongs, or about 
thirty miles diftance (4). 

(R) Thcfc were a kind of 
wandering people, living ir tents, 
and flaying in a’place no longer 
than It afforded them provifion 
for themfelves and cattle. They 
were the defendants of JJhmady 
and, according to the angel’s 
pi edition of them (5), their 
hands were againft every man, 
and every man’s hand againft 
them j for they lived chiefly 
upon plunder, efpecially of the 
caravans, who therefore went 
well armed ; and whenever they 
met, they feldom gave quarter 
to one another ; and as thofe plun- 
derers were flout, wailikc, and 
well acquainted with the courfe 
of all thofe countries, it was no 
ill policy in the JinviJh chief to 
fecure their friendfhip, and future 
fervices. 


(4) De bac vid fup. i<ol, ii. p, 482, (B), ^ 2 Maceah, 12, I, & feq, (S^Ceft. 
vi. Jz. See aijo njoL iij. p, 255, mt, (M), 

five 
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five thoufiind foot, and five hundred horfe. A fierce en- 
gagement immediately enfued, in which 'Judas having got Judas de^ 
the better, forced thofe free- hooter** to fuc for peace; 
granted it to them the more readily, that I niaich 
Gilead might not be ftopt However, he obliged them to 
furnilh him with a certain number ol cattle and provifions, 
and extorted a promifc, that they hould affift him in any 
thing he (hould require of tJicm ; after which he marched 
in all hade to the other fide jorden^ to attack the Syyian 
general. Here he met with i^veral other ohdacles, and^^^'^^^y^'- 
was foiccd to tike fonie places in his way. The fiid of them‘^''*“^ 
was ox Cofphin^ .i ntv well fenced witlf high walls, 

and fo wtll piovided witl-iii, that the inhibitants, trulling 
their own llicngth, thr u many fcornful and 
f.ircafnib at the JttvJh army ; but Judas ailaultcd it with^^^^ 
fuch unevprftcd hia\( i), that he made himlllf nialter of it,’' 
and put all the inhabitantb to the Iwoid, infomuch that a 
neighbouring lake, about tv/o fourlongs broad, was feen run- 
ning with blood 

From thence he marched into the land of Tob^ where the 
Jeiu^^ called from thence Tuouniy haJ (liut iheiniLlves up 
in the fortitfs of Chaiaca , and wliencc Tunotheus having m 
Vain tiled to diflodgc them, was gone, aftti liavmg Icrt a 
good ganfon in i pi ice (liongly htuate within its neujljhour- 
hocil to k».ep thuiii in awe. As foon theiefoie a'* Judus found Characa 
him gone, he f ut two of Jii*^ gencials with a detachment tQiaUn ; 
take that gatifon, wdiiHf he woth the refloi his .uinv, nniched 
in fearch oi tlie chief. D juheus .ml ^ the 

two Hehtiiu sicn^ials, lv>on after foiccd tlu* gird ju, and put 
it to tlie fwoid, to the numhci of ten thoui.ind By this 
time Timoihcus had got an aimy of an bundled and twenty 
thou faiid foot, an I tw'o ihoufaiid five hundred horfe; *ind ix^othcus 
when he heard tint Juhi\ was in i ill miuh agunft lum, h^d/eated 
fent all the women, cliildien, and otlur lu’ 2 ,';', into Car- 
n\m^ a Itiong city of CiU uC anl veiy difliLi It of arcefs, 
whilft he him If encamped hi aimy m tlie n i:;hj ^uihot'd of 
Raphon^ upon the borders of the ii\li As fK)n as 

Judas was come ncai enough fot Jus van oi n J to be leen by 
the enemy, they feern to have bten fci/cil with i panic fear; 
for they made fuch haftc ttt fly from him, aliac they wounded 
one another with their own weapons in the flight. In this 
running fight Timotheus loft thirty thoiifand of his men ; and 
unable to lally the reft, betook himfelf to flight alfo. Thofe 
who cfcaped the (laughter, finding themfelvesclofely purfued, 
fled into Camion^ and a gi eat number of them went and 
“ 2 Macc. xii. 9— 12. " Ibid. 1 2 — - 1 6. 
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Camion took refuge in the temple of Atargatis. Judas^ who came 
taken and elofe after them, burnt the temple, and them in it; then 
hkrnt. fetting fire to the rcll of tlie citv, they all perifhed like wife, 
cither by the flame-', or by his fword, to the number of 
twentv-five thoufand (S). 

Ephrou In his way to fuda:ay he was of neceffity to pafs through 
takciiy Ephrofiy that city being lo advaiitpgeoufly fituate, that he 

burnfy Wcould neither turn to the right iicr the left hand of it. It was 
rajed, moreover well fortified, and peopled by llrangers of all na- 
tions. He therefore fent in a peaceable manner, to demand 
a paflage through it ; but tl.cv', inflcad ol opening then gates 
to him, Ihut, and even walled them up, and piepared them- 
felves for a fiegc. fuJus theitfoie catifcd it to be pioclaimcd 
through his camp, that every man fliould fcalc the walls in 
the place that chanced to be o’ ei-agnidl him. On the other 
hand, the city, which hid been well »aiifuned by Lyfta^^ 
had placed their choiccfl: nun on the hitllement> of it. d'lie 
aflault wa^ fiticc, and Idled the odiole d ly , at length 
carried it, and took the city, put the mah's, about iwt iity- 
fivc thoufand, to the iword, took then vvivc.^ ami daiightf is 
captive, fcM/ed all the iiclufi nlindei, and burnl and quite 
cra/cd the place, hi cm lphrr»-y cioifing the ^fotdan^ he 
fpread his arm) along the plain, of fnthdmuy then called 
Scyihop'jhs^ a confidetaSlc city, about an hundred furlongs 
Judas'j UomferitfaLm^K Heie he inquned of the how iluy 

friendjmp had been treated b\ the Si}t^nnh^ y and, they anfwering much 
to the commendation of that pcopK , fuUas icturncd them 
t opoli- thanks for then* kind net's to his biethiin, exhcjitcil them to 
live in friendfhip with them, and afl'uicd them of hio own p, 
and then continued hisjouiney towaids ^ j ty iijaUm, During 

0 De haevid. fap vol.ii, p 461, (AU \o! vi p. 89, alib. 
P 2 Macc. ubi fup.a, V. 50, 31. 


(S) As for Timothiu^y he fell 
in his flight into the hnjuh of 
Dojithius . ’’d Snjipt t /'jvvhov e-e 
hading fiom the 1 ind 01 ro/> to 
join their cominindrr. Thtfe 
two captains, ho\y c\ , were pci 
funded by lu.n to give hnn Jus 
liberfr, uj.'n piofhite that he 
would do : fame to a great 
number of y. whoinheVld 
prifoners ; of whom were 

nearly i eluted, cither to foinc of 
thofe officer,, or to fome of ihtir 


troop-> there prefent (6). Tliiis 
\iaoi) quite completed the le- 
duiJHon of the land of GiLaJy 
aijJ nat it oat of his enemies 
power to undertaLe any thing 
. Minfl him there. However, as 
the cities of '^jud t a were dill in 
gieat mcafurc unpeopled, he 
chofe raiiirr to follow his brother 
bituQr^ example, and bring the 
y ijb Giltpdihs to inhabit and 
ioitify them (7). 


(b) 2 Mat Ailf 24* 


(') /i./. 's<'.:4, *5. 


their 
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their march, Judas ftill in the rear of his army, tn-RJufmto 
couiagiiijT thofc that lac-'red behind, and brought them at leiufa 
length to that mctiopolib about the time of pcntccoft. Herein**' 
they went to the temple to return thinks to God for their 
quick and wonderful fucctls (T. ) , a H ^ i’ u ^hit they 
were all returned fife and v ^l^^Ilous without the LI5 or one 
min y. 

JuLis hid ftill a poweiliil enemy leit Geogtas^ governor 
of Idurnea^ wis at the head of tint nition, and had harafled 
the Jews for foinc time. He thei^ioie inaJu no longer flay 
at //r th in the cnilin;tlut fefMvil, iimudiatwl) after 
which he m i! died at the held of omI) thi ee th )uf 1 1 \ foot, 
and four hundic ! hoifc 1 hi two irmics met, ind the onfet Georgias 
was io fierce on both fidf , tbit Julas^ till tlun lo vii^lonou*', 
had tiie mortilic ition t ) fu loine ol hio men k* led on tlie 
fpot JO htl tu^ III ewife, i bi ive c »ptaiii 01 his, uhom we 
have litel^ Mieiitioii I upon mother oecifion, hiving lei^ed 
the Idif'r ( t* j‘(iu 1 il ihvt, hill aim cit ofl eloR t) th^ 
flioiildei In i // i nu liiin imi», md w is toii.t.d t ^ qu t h s 
pnfoner, ho t lok ili t oppo tiiiut\ to fl) into A 7 u i 
fortrtici no Ih ';</// An 'lur put (t li tuop , 
communed l)^ / /////, liul full un d tl ilii ek 1 > Ion , that 
they weie q T ti. e^lnll^led All n^th ///rJiivin^ 4 n 
revived hi*' m i b) licfli piav i r , » 1 v\ n like emtieJe , theP***’' 

cnei^) look fii In in I jhd , wlueh ^ue him in oppoi tunity 
ofrallyii; hi iva'-fCKd loiees to ()(l)il2?n^ i townneu the 
field ol 1)1 t^e, where they puiihed thciiilelve for the labbath 
then enluiiij; 1 rt m tin me fiuhs t illino^ upon the loutherii7’7^</ He 
parts of Id on a ^ took Htnun^ and otliei loitrifli , altcrbron,<7«7Z 
which be to<.k / /o fioni the Phljiins^ pulled down^'Zt» 

-111 then unices lud Kiiswlnre evei In pilled, iMkI letuined^'"^ 
to loidui w ith liefii huuls ind plundei \ 


1 1 M\cc V ^6, 4v ftq 2 M 
11 vcrl 39 a 1 hii 

(T) Quick and woi t’ fill in 
deed’ it we conlidci, ihu i e 
pe ICC eoidd not be bro ei s A on 
a^ made, and tint it was enn 
cl idcd on the fiiUtn h ol X t? 
thicu^^ 'inlweung to the be^ort* 
ning Ol our linly and thutl.e 
ft lit of jcntceoft fell cither 011 
the latter end of Zl/i-/), or begin 
ning of fu 7 h , lo ’ll it in Ids th m 
two months time ihi> burnt the 
tv'-o havens and fleets ol Joffi 


ce Ml 30 \ feq ^ zMacc 

nd 7^*'/ h^it the Ataliat 
iioin dt , took the cit> of i fpi 
di felled ^ // i and his nu 

ncKii iniu buiiita idddlioyed 
C 7 ; ;//«»// and // beiides It 
\ei ij oihei iti^iig fortrelle , re- 
le ded a v alt »iii iibei of thei bie 
ihieii, ai d \-eie returned to Ji 
tiiihn loaden with Ipoils, ana 
a V ill mi Uitude ol female e ip 
tive«', aid '*11 till without any 
lofs on il eir ide 
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All this while the fortrefs of Jcra was in the band of the 
enemy, and not only hindered many of the Jiws from re- 
forting to the temple, but annoyed thofe that did, cfpccially 
in Judas's ablence. Up n his coming therefore from OdoU 
lanty he refolved to form the fiege of it ; and to that end 
gathered together liis whole army, furnifhing himfelf with 
engines fur tiiiowing of large ftones, and with other inftru- 
ments for the fiege. TJie place being very ftrong, and the 
garifon numerous, and well furnifljcd with arms and pro- 
vifions, made it likely to hold out a confiderablc time. But 
^^'^^'the renegado a great number of whom were tlien in 

^ar place, and knew the valour and ftoutnefs of Judas^ 

to and his troops, finding tiiat they fhould be forced at length 
to furrender, and knowing how little mercy they had to 
hope for from the conqueror, advifed the commanders to 
maice a vigorous fally, in order to give an opportunity to 
feme of their brethren to go to Antioch^ and inform the young 
king of their diftrefs. I'heir advice was taken, and tiie fally 
fo well managed, that a number of thole renegadoes, with 
feme officers, found an opportunity to divide from the reft, 
and to take the way to the court unperccived. Upon their 
ai rival, they informed the king of all that Judas had 
done, lljcy added, that he perfecuted with the moft mer- 
cilefs hatred all that dared fhevv any fidelity to tl)eSyr/<7«r ; 
that he plundered, fackeJ, and put to fire and fword alithat 
came in his way ; and liftly, that to lhake wholly off the 
S)rian yoke, he had befieged the garifon of Acra^ which 
had been placed there to keep their metropolis in awe; and 
that it muff undergo the fate of Bethjura^ and other of his 
cities and fortrelle^, if not fpcedily relieved. 'J'his news 
failed not to alarm the Syrian monarch, who ordered imme- 
diately all his generals to aHemble his troops ; and if they 
were not thought fuJficient, to hire a number of auxiliaries, 
and to march with the utmoft difpatch into Judaa. His 
twhofen s ^^ders were p-.niclually obeyed, and a vaft army was drawn 
a •vajt conliffiiig of an hundred thoufand foot, and twenty 

tJioufand horfe, thirty-two elephants, and three hundred 
armed cliariots. I'hefe, having the young king, and his uncle 
LyfmsySt their head, marched to the borders of Idumea 
they laid fiege to the fortrefs (ti' Bethfura a ftrong place, 
defeated fjtutc bctw*“en Jerufalem and Idumea. Here Judas ^ with 
^ J^'das. ^ qI refolute men, lell on the king’s army 

in the night ; and, having killed four thoufand of them. 


• I Macc.vj. 1 8 , &feq. zMacc.xuI. i, &fcq. 
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and thrown the whole camp into the utnioft confufion, re- ^ 
tired by break of day without the lofs of one fingle man in fo 
hazardous an attempt 

Though the were well appriftd of the extraordi- 

nary valour of the Jews^ yet they did not dout.t but they 
ihould overpower them with the great number of their 
forces and elephants ; and therefore leaving hethjura^ rcfolved 
to venture a general engagement, wlL».h Judas did not de- 
cline; nay, he at the head of his (mall army lugan rlu onfet, 
and kilKd about fix hundred ^yyians. But fiiulioii, ih i, noi- Rt tires tQ 
withlfanding all his effort*?, he mull at length be borne down, jerufa- 
and perhips hemmed in, by fo numerous an aimy, he chofelem. 
to withdraw in time, and retire in good order to Jtrujalefn. 

Upon his retieat the king returned to the liege ol Btthjura^ Bethfura 
which, after a long and \ig(‘rous defence, was obliged to iur-furre?jeiers 
render, for want of prnvilions '1 hey however }iLl(fcd not, to Antio- 
till they had obtained very honourable conditions fiom thechus. 
btfiegers ; but rh^t treachcious monarch, JoJep'ms tells us y, 
kept his word no farther with them, than tiie bare faving of 
their lives, turned them all naked out of the town, and put 
a garifon of Sy}tans in it. 

From theiue he marched to Jirujalnn^ laid clofe 
fiege to the temple, and mjt with a long and llout defence 
from the garifon and generil, who Mud' cl all his ma- 

chines and attempts by his toiintcrwc ik'- 7 n^ir only mif- 
forttfne was, the want of piovifi)ns ; for ha\ii,g alicady fpent 
the laft yeai’s llore, ind tins h jpptnirM to be the fcvcntli 
year, when by the Alojau law they could ncithsi plow nor 
fow \ great numbers of the Jt%Ls found themlclves obliged 
to flip out of the town for want of food, infoimich that 
there were hardly hands cnoigh to defend the place. 7 'hey 
were in this defperate Hate, and jull ready to rmiendcr, when 
Providence was pleafed to lebeve them, by an iinforcfccn ac- 
cident ; for. 111 the height of the btfitgcis liopcs of a fpeady 
furrendcr, word wis brought to /Iniiothus and Lyfias^ that 
Philips who had ufurped the government, was m irciung full 
fpeed againft them at the head of an armv out of fo 

that they were forced to abandon the luge, nid ti\ to give 
him battle. Their rdolution was kept iccici, both fioni 
the yfwr and v/wr, till they had made a piacc with the 
.former; in which he oficKcl them fuch honourable and ad- 
vantageous terms, that they readily accepted them. As foon 
as they were agreed and fworn to by both fiJes, Antiothm was 

Macc. 1 . i. C.5. V. 65, 68, &c. & I. ii. c. 13. v. 15-17,^0. 

* Ibid. 1 , i. c. 6. V.49, 50. & I. li. c. 13. v. 18. 22. ^ Antiq. 1 . xii. 
c. 14. ? See before, vol. iii, p. 35, & fcq. 
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admitted within the furtifications of the temple ; and finding 
them, as he pretended, too ftrong to intruft the fetus with 
them, he immediately ordered them to be pulled down, and de- 
moliflied, contrary to the articles he had fo lately fworn to ; 
and returned into Syna ^ 

MenclviSy the apoffate high-prieft, who had accompanied 
the king in this expedition, in hopes of being reflored to his 
ill-gotten dignity, and peihaps of obtaining the government 
of Juda-a^ left no rtone unturned to ingratiate hiinfelf to the 
young monarch, though at the cxpence of his nation and re- 
ligion ; but his wicked policy failed him ; and Lyfuis^ tired 
with fo dear and diflionnurnWe a war, and fearful, left, if 
that prieft was left at feyulalon^ and invefted witli any power, 
he llionld ilir up a new revolt, eitlier to ingratiate hiinfelf to 
the or to maintain his own authority againfl: a people 

who he forefaw would never brook it ; thought it more ad- 
vifeable to find out fomc expedient to rid hiinfelf of fo dan- 
gerous a wretch. lie cahly compaflrd his end ; and his great 
credit with the young mnnan h, to whom he acvufed him as 
the author and caufe of all the late mifchief>, ft^on prevailed 
upon liirn to condemn him to fuch a ileath as lii; treafon, if 
to Jniioclvn^ yet to his (Jon ind nation, luJ dcfcrvecl. 
I’le was acv^oidingly font unJci a itiong guard to Htreva^ and 
theu* imd*' to undergo tire cruel punifliment of tlie aflics 
a death we have aJicady deferihed in a former volume 

Thk ftws, tho' glad at the death of tiut nionfter^, did 
not however gain much by ih'-* c hange. Lyfas found means 
to perfuade the young moiunh, that there was a neccility of 
befiowing the high-piieOliood on one that was not of the 
pontifical family ; fo tli .t liiat dignity, which f.f rigiit belonged 
to Oniasy the Ion of that worthy high-piiefl wiki havl been 
the hizh- ^luidercd at was befioweJ on or 'fumnu^^ 

piiejlhood. called by foftpbin^ who was of anotliei family, though 

’ of the yJaromc race, and a perfon no Icf. wicked thin ins 
predeccflor. As for Onias^ when he found his right given to 
one w'ho had neither title nor merit, he refented the wrong 
to fuch .. degree, that he retired into £^\'pi^ in hopes by fome 
other way to recoinpcnfe hiinfelf for his Kifs. Accoidingly, 
when he came to that court, he found means to ingratiate 
hiinfelf fo well to PtoUmy Philo ttor^ and to his (|uccii CLo^ 
patja^ that they^ranted him, f(y?ie tune after, the liberty of 
building a temple at Alexandria like that of f erufalem^ 
of which he fecured the prieflhood to hiinfelf and defeend- 
ents, as {hall be feen in tlie fequel 


Onias de- 


Gets 


a 

nnxj one 
Iff Egypt, 


» Josephus ub. fup. vid. & i Maccab. vi. 48, he feq. z 
Maccab xiii. 23. ^ Ibid. xiii. 3, & feq. " Vol. v. p. 261, he 'O . 
'^zMaccm: xiv. 9, &c. Jo‘FPii.amiq. 1 . xii. c. 15. 1 . xx. c 8 
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We liavc clfewhcre feen how Demetrius^ the lawful heir Deme- 
of the Syrian crown, had found means to cfjape from Rome^ trius re- 
where he had long been kept an hoftage ; and being arrived at tovers 
Antioch^ had put to death both Antiochus Eiipator^ '•'^d Syiia. 

and had made himfelf mafter of that capital, and foon after of 
the whole kingdom In the mean time Ahinim^ whom the Year of 
h?d refufed to admit into the high m left hood, be. caule he the flood 
had obtained and fullied that dignity b) open iipoftafy, and 2185. 
conforming to the religion and cuftoms of the Gr ik\^ came Bef* Chr. 
to complain of it to the new inonai* h . he brought witli Jiini 
a number of other 'JewiJh lencgadoes, whom "Jiuhii had c aufed 
tobebinifhed Jiui^ra for the fiiiic crime. At the hf \J ofAIcimus 
thefe mifcreanlb he applied himfclf to the king, accifcd 'Judas ^gocs to 
and the left of the Maccahecan or Aftuoiuan lacc, of Jiiving^^^^ 
deftroyed thofc that flood firm to their allegiance to him, J^das- 
of bamfliing others lor not joining with his revolted party, and 
of othei fuch ermes as they thought would rendci them odi- 
ous to the court. They added, that tlieir piefent diftiefs 
was owing to their readinefs in oh^vinej the edids of the late 
king his uncle ; and, in the end, Alunm^ forgot nf>t to heg 
the high-priefthood to be tonhriiicd to him \yy DemeU ins. 

This accufation, carried on wuth fuch feeming zeal for the^^///rw 
king, fo exafperated him ag.ilnfl the that he full 

back the apoftatc, and uith liim llunhldis^ governor oipouuer 
Mejopofamia^ at the head of a tonfidci.ihlc aimy, and Vk^\x\\agai»ft 
order*both to reinflate ALlmns in his dignity, and to carry 
on the war ag jiiii the Mactabus, Thefe two were joined 
in the fame comniiftion, and AUtmiis^ impatent to fee himfclf 
jcftored to his dignity, haftened the Syrian geniral, who was 
wholly devoted to him, to maich forthwith into ^ 

Upon their arrival, the two colh gucs, who kiitw what ^viHisftiata- 
enemy they had to deal with, cndeavouicd at hill to gems de- 

him by fomc treacherous ftiatagcm ; and to this end fend i^c-feated, 
putics to the Jiw'^Jh chief, to invite linn to a confcrciue, in 
order to end their di fpute in an amicable way. 1 hty f[>arcd 
neither promifes nor vows, that he fliv)uld come and go with 
the utmoft fafety. Juaas eafily fufpt<I:kd their dcfign, and 
rightly judged, tlut fuch a poweifulaimy was intended Tither 
to furpnfe him, than to decide the title of an intuiJing piicfl, 
hated and rejefted by the whole nition. Infleid theretorc of 
accepting this invitation, hc*fet himfelf abou'j preparing for a 
vigorous defence (X). Some few indeed of his men, being 

teinfied 

* Vol. ix. p. 502. ^ 1 Maccab. vii. 8, k feq. 

(X) Ilis behaviour, however, dors and feribe®, and pnrticular- 
pras diiapproved by feveral do- ly by foinc of the Af^deans^ 

whofe 
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terrified either at the news of Alcimut\s perfidy, or at the 
fight of fo great an army, left yerufalenty and retired into the 
wuntry j but there flayed with him a fufficiciit number to 
fupprefs the power of the treacherous pontiff, in fpite of his 

rincgadoywx, who reforted 
^ccfaidcs to him, efpecially after departure. For that ecne- 

ral, whether flung with the reproaches which his perfidi- 
ous uSlion lately mentioned had brought upon him, or with 
lhame fjr not having been able to fubduc an enemy by trea- 
chery whom he dared not attack openly, left Judaa, and re- 
tiii lied to Anttoeb, leaving JUimiis what he thought a fuffici- 
ent number of troops to maintain himfelf in his new dignity. 
However, whilfl he was in his way to the Syttait couit, he 
could not forbear committing fome ciiiclties againfl thofe 
Javi that came in his way : paiticularly at Befeih, or Btth- 
fethoy he ciufed a confidcrable number of thorn to be feized 
and kil cd, and their bodies to be flung into a well s. 

Rentga Aldmus, on the other hand, f,<ared neltlier pains nor cofl, 
/« flatteries nor ciuoltics, to flrengrhen liimAll. Thofe that 
Alcimus. were of greateft l< i vk e to him were the J, wjh renegadoes and 
niaiecontents, whom his careflls .-.ml gcncrolity diAv daily to 
his fide. ^ ht'r wiin thefe, fupported by thc»Sy;rV/« troops, lie 
was making continual exciirfions into fome pji t or other of 
the country, plundeiing, burning, and dtflroying all that re- 
fufed to acknowhge him. JuJa^y on his fide, was no Icfs 
watchful of all oppoitunifics to oppofe and fupprefs hiAi ; he 
defeated him in feveral rencounters, and took fuch a fevere 


him. 


Commits 
federal 
cruelties 
in his re 
turn. 


Severely 
p. .jised 
hy Judas. 


s I Maccab, \ii. 1 


whofc feft we have fpoken of in 
a former volume*. Thefe, pre- 
tend] g to a greater degree of 
fandity than the reft, infilled 
that an amicable way wa^. pre- 
ferable to an hoflilc one; and 
that A1 mus, being of the race 
of AuKiKj ought not to be 
lightly fufpefltd of treachery 
againll them, Hut, finding Ju~ 
dcis unmoveable, they took it 
into their head^ to try how far 
their mediation would work to* 
wards the dcfircd peace; and, 
having obtained an oath of fafely 
from the treacherous high-prieft, 
they came to him, accompanied 

* iaec vqI iii.p. 235, (P) 


with fome of their doflors and 
fcribcb. Alcimus gave them at 
firll a friendly reception ; but as 
foon as he Jiad got them into his 
power, he caufed fixty of them 
to be feized, and put to death 
(6 . This adlion proved of fin- 
guJar fervice to Judas., and his 
council, and fufliciently juflified 
his refufal ; and his whole army^ 
being now fully convinced^ that 
I. nothing but the blackeft perfidy 
was to be expcdled from that 
bafe pontiff, and his collegue, 
rcfolvcd to ftand up for their ge- 
neral, their religion and liberty. 

(6) I Maccab, vii, 12 , G* Jeq, 
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vengeance on as many of the revolted Jews as fell into his 
hands, that the reft dared no longer afl: againft him. Ahimus Alcimus 
being by this time convinced of the impoffibility of maftering to 
his enemy, and of ever being admitted to approach 'he facred Antioch, 
altar, unlcfs he piocured a much greater army to force the 
Jews into a compliance, returned to the Syrian court ; renewed 
his former accufations and complaints, vhich filled not to be Year of 
backed by all the enemies of the 'Jews thit were then a' Anti the flood 
och ; and, having prefented Dt?nctt ius with a i ich crown of goliJ, ^ 1 86. 
and other valuable prefents, obtained of that incenfed monar h 
a frelh arm), the command of which was given to NitahOTy 
on^P of the bittcrcft enemies the Jcwijh nation had, vvirli rx- 
pitfs orders to cut off Judas and In'* party, difpei^e his army, 
and fettle Ah'nnus in his power and dignity be}i>iid the 
poffibility of any fiiture ( ppofilion But N conory who had Nicanor 
lately been fo leclingly toi Mnccd of the ftrtiiL'h ni.cl braver) fent a- 
of the Jnviji) • hu f, and juftly reckoned, that one det' a* more gatnjl tba 
would complete his dif’r^iCe, entered Judita with a numerous Je\vs. 
army indeed, but with a fuil icfolution, if poffible, to bring 
Judas to accept of a peace, rathci tlian Jiazaid any moie 
battles with him. 

HowtVER, upon hi. firfl coming into that piovinc'’, all 
the apoftate and the htaihcn, wJiom Ji^dtis had ui v^ii 

out oi Judffay came in ftioals to lift under him, in hepes to 
be foon rcfettled in their fornu? habit mons ; fo that h'S aimy His army 
was HicreafeJ excctdiiigly, before he reached the heua/ed, 

hood of JeruJali/n. On the othoi hand, the Jeiv^ being in- 
formed of his approach, went to the umple to implore the 
divine afliftance by taftmg and praycis, and tlv n piepared 
themfelves for a vi^orors d«ftener. A/u./ advanced as fai as 
the fortrefs of D jjaay where biother, having 

attempted to come out againft him, was fo ttinfi.d at the 
fight of his numerous auiiy, that he was glaJ to letire* ^oJt~ 
rufalcm \ All this, however, could not induce the S\ri' n ge- 
lieral to btgiii any hoftiliries againft the \ahanL y/ hs ; on liu* c^etiutes 
contrary, he font three of h.s jiead officer^, rrluLniUiy Tho- of t-tue to 
doftuSy and MatthuiSy to kc overtures of peace* to him. Judas. 
Judaiy who had fo lately ol ved the* propcnlity of h>s men 
to peace, acquainted them with tlie propof Is made by hi- 
lanor \ which were fo v.edlaj )• v, d i,y rhcin, th..r a da\, 
and a phcc^ for an interview^ v, , .*g»e. d -n Piv rhofe tuo ge- 
nerals, to give It the finilhing urokc. Juuasy ho », jeffly pfed 
fufpetSmg the fincenty of the Sytu nsy caufed a ceitun num- hj b,m. 
ber of his ftouteft men lo bf* fo advantageoufl) pofted, that 
they might come to his relief, in cafe any violence were uft’ered 

^ \ Maccab aIj 21, & fcq. * 2 Maccac. xiv. J2, Si feq. 

to 
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to him. But his precaution at this time was needlefs, and 
Nicanor was fo bent upon concluding a peace with him, that 
their conference was earned on to the fatis/adlion of both 
parties : the articles weie agreed on, after which Nicanor 
went and ftayed foinj time in "Jcrnjalcvu without giving the 
^'feivs the Icall CcJife of complaint ; fo far fiom it, that, to 
avoid giving them any umbrage, he difhanded the greateft part 
of hi-, aiiny, and lived in perfedt friciidfliip with the Jewijh 
nation (Y). 

7 'his harmony was however intcriupted foon after by the 
perfidious high piicft, who, thinking the peace not fufficientJy 
advantagf’oiis to him, went a thiid time to /Iritloch^ to com- 
plain agaiiift Nhamt ^ as a betrayer of his mafter’a intcreft, 
and a friend to his 11101 ta! cncmits ; in teffimony of whicli, 
he uiged the peace lately concluded between them. Derne- 
though jiiftly fuiprifed, that his general fliould venture 
to take fuch a ftep, not only without his leave, but without 
informing him of it, would not however recall him ; but con- 
tented hiinfelf with relufing to ratify the articles, and fending 
him ficfli orders to renew the war againft ihcjcivljl) chief, 

2 M^ccAB. xiv, 16, feq. Vid. fc antiq. I. 14. 


(V) In this year fome chro 
nologers (7) place the introdu- 
dlion of the cycle, or rather pe- 
riod of eighty-four years, in or- 
der to fettle the return of their 
new-inoons, and fclhvals depend- 
ing on them. Wc have flicwn, 
in a former volume (8), what 
a wretcJicd method they had ufed 
before the captivity for difco\ cr- 
ing thofe* new appearances with- 
out the help of allronomical ta- 
bles. The inconveniency they 
found in it after their difpcrfion, 
obliged til m to fall upon fome 
furer method, that the whole 
nation might, in every place, 
obferve them, and the other 
fcflivals, on the fame day. 

''i'his metliod#was tne peiiod 
of tighty-four years, which, in 
ail probability, was only the pe- 
riod of Caliplms^ which that 
learned, aflronomcr had publiflied 


about an Iniimhcd and feventy 
years l>efore, and confifled of 
feventy-fx "Julian years, and to 
winch they added the 0 Jf octet is ^ 
either thinking it anfwcrcd their 
purpofe better, or, which is 
more likely, as dean Ptideaux 
conjeftures (9), to make it look 
like a difeovery of their own. 

One thing is certain, and worth 
obferving, that this period of 
eighty-four years was peculiar to 
the Jeies, and has been ufed from 
thence downward to the time of 
the famoii': llillcl, who correfted 
their calendar about the year of 
ChriH 260. It was afterwards 
f^'Ilowe ’ by the ptimitive fathers 
in the Cliriflian church, in the 
•Settling of their Et^er, till new 
difpuiCb arofe, and new corre- 
ctions were introduced, which 
are foreign to our prefent fub- 
jcCl. 


(-») yid. Hjcher. dc antiq, fafifjf. ru Pi.d, ur»,{'L Jub an, 16“!. 

(8j rv!, lii. p- 33, (Ii;. ( 0 ; 

and 
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and not to flieatli the fword till he had killed him, and wholly 
fupprcilcd Ills party. U’lon receiving this unexpeded order, 

Nicanor was extremely difpleafed ; on the one hand, he was 
loth to violite the peace, which had been lo ftiiflly kept by 
Jitvs \ on the other, he feared the refeiUiiicnt of the 
king, if he difobeyed fueh an cxprels command. This laft 
motive having at length determined him, hi^ main ftudy was 
now to find out fome plaullble pictcnce for laying hold on the 
'JevjiJh chief. To this end he began to alter his behaviour 
towaids him, and, inttead of their former intimacy, to treat 
him with coklncTh, and an air of fiipLiiorin. 'i'his foon gave 
yudin to underftand, that it was high time to look to himfelf ; 
which he accordingly did, with fmh fpctd and feciecy, that 
he had quite difappeared before they had the Icaft fufpicion of 
it. NiLdhoy ^ lurpiifLd to find him gi>nc out of his reach, 
endeavt)iireii, as well as he could, to conceal his refentment : 
he found himfclf now obliged to raiie a new army, and to 
agiinfl him as an open enemy, and )et was both afraid 
and unwilling to do it. At length, having gathered a fuffi- 
cient number of forces, and come towaids ^eniJaUm^ he 
refolvcd once more to try to furpiife him by ionic foul Hrata- 
gem, before he \enluicd upon an open ruptuie. To this /fttmpr 
end he font fqmc deputies to .iccjuaint him, that he wa*? not to 
come to niake wai atiiinfl him, but to ticat of peace withjuda* 
him, and to invite Imn to a m w inteivicw. /t/j camo ac 
corcKngly to the place a'^iccd on, where tlitir hrft greeting 
was in all aj pcu uce veiy fiK ndl\ and peaccablo ; but having 
difcovcrccl Jus tuacheroU'. intent, he withdrew, and from 
that time icfaled to meet him any more. Nuano} then oi- 
dered hib tioops to advance towards Caphin jaLn'a^ not fai 
from 'Jei idalt?n^ where being met by the Jtwijh army, a 
battle was fought, iii which he loft five ihouland men. Uut 
the Jtws^ finding thernfelves unable to m ike head agairift the 
enemy's fuperlor forces, ictiicd, fome to the city of Dir<'idj 
and fome into the temple k Nuanot then led his army ftrait 
to JeruJahm^ and, getting upon the eminence of mount S 
was addrefl’ed by fome of the pnefls, and heads of the people, 
who e'amc in a fubniiiiivo maniici to him, and fticwc 1 him 
from lint pi ice the facnfi cs which were tlicii oftcicd up in 
the temple foi tlie profpciity ot king Aav tn/u. Jjot thcT^^a/ejgf 
exafperated gcneial, having call many infol^nt and I lafphe- Jciulalcm 
mous itflecftions on whit he called thcir hafe fupeiftiticm, 
fwore the uttei dtftrudion ot them, .and their temple, iinlefs 
7^di7s was immediately delivered up to him. But yudas had Judas 
happily put 11 out of ihcir power, having betimes withdraw'nau//>&- 


^ 1 Maccab vii 27, & fcq. 


himfelf 
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draw himrdf into the land of Samaria with fome of his faithful 
iato Sa- troops. However, it was in vain for the priefts to urge this» 
maria. or any thing elfc, in their own defence, to a man who was now 
determined to make them feel the cfFccis of his refentment, 
for having milled his blow. '^I'hc poor priefts, feeing an ex- 
afpeiaied enemy at the head ot a powerful army at the very 
gates ol ihe temple, and their valiant protedor forced to 
abandon tluiii to his mercy, had no other recourfe but to 
Nicatiorj fheir players and teais ; whilft ftill bent rather upon 

hfllijh ftratagem than open war, bethought himfelf of an hellifti ex- 

firatu- pedient to oblige rhe 'Jews to apoftatize both from their God, 

gtm, and their brave deliverer I'he reader may fee it in the 
note ('/). 

Nicanor While thefe things were doing at Jeiafalcm^ Nicajior^ 
marches /^having heard that Judas was in the land of Samaria^ marched 
attack /^^againit him with an army of thirty-five thoufaiid men j and 
Jews. 28 he ftill trufted more to his political ftratagems, than to his 

1 ^Kccab. vii. 32, k fcq. 2 Mac cab. xiv. 37, & feq. See 
alfo Joseph, antiq. 1 . xii. c. 14. 

(Z) They had at that time either taken or burnt, rulhed on 
an aged member of their fanhc- the point of hi* fword, and 
drin, named Raus^ a man high piciced himfelf through. How- 
ly ellecmcd by the nation for his ever, the wound not proving 
ftriA piety and virtue, and wliofe mortal, he, feeing the foidiera 
inviolable fidelity to his religion rulhing into the houfe, ran to 
and nation, had gained him the the top of one of the turrets, 
title of fither of the Jenxjs, Ki- and flung himfelf headlong down. 
canor having heard fo good a This fall not having put an end 
charadler of him, and that hi* to Jus life, he railed himfelf up, 
example had preserved numbers ran through the midft of them 
of his people from apoftatizing, to a neighbouring fteep rock, 
conceived a defign, cither to force leaving a rivulet of blood behind, 
him to it by fair or foul means, which ilTucd out of his wounds; 
or to do a defpight to the na- and, having gained the top of it, 
tion, by putting him to fome he opened his wound with his 
cruel de 'h 'lo this end he di- hands, tore out his bowels, and 
fpatched five hundred of his fol- threw them at his aghalled cne- 
diers to take and bring him to mies(i). Thus died the brave 
him. Thefc, finding his caftle old man, with an intiepidity ra- 
ftrongly guarded/ were endea- liier to be admired than imitated, 
vouniig to break open tJie doors. The Je^'s^ however, have made 
or to force him ou: by letting it no fcruplo to canonize him for 
on fire, when the old man, after a martyr, though his death was 
a long and ftout defem^*, finding rather that of a madman, or a 
himfelf on the brink of being del'perado. 


(l) ^ Maccub. xi\. 37—46. 


ftrength. 
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ftrtngtH, lie refohred to attack him on the fabbath, not 
doubting but they would, as they had formerly done, choofe 
to be all murdered, tather than fight on that day (/\). His 
impious defign, as well as blafphemous threatenmgs againft 
the temple, did not go long unpuniflied ; for vwjulii he wis 
encamped in the neighbourhood of Bethofon^ Judas marched Judi*; 
immediately againft him with his three thoufaiid men, and en- mayche^ 
Camped near Adafa^ a place about thirty furlongs diftant"^'*'^ 
from the enemy. The firft thing he did wa‘ to encourage 
his little army with proper texts out of the facred books , and, 
to aflure them further of the divine afliilance, he aecju anted 
them with a comfortable vifion, which he had latcl) h id, jii 
which he faw OmaSy the late worthy high prieft, ind after 
him the prophet Jerermahy interceding for the Jeivijh people ; 
and that the latter had prefented him with a fplcndid fwtjrd, 
and given him at the fame time an afiuiancc of a complete 
vidlory. This fpeech had the defired tftcdf, and his men 
were on a fudden fired with fuch courage, that the) loutcd D feat 
the enemy on the very firft onfet. Nuanor being ki’lcd one and kth. 
of the firft, his men were feized with a panic, thicw down^/w 
their arms, and fought in vain for flielter Judas pui- 
fued them; and the Jews of the neighbouring cities heaiing 
of his vi£lory,*fl:opping their flight, killed them ail to a man , 
infomuch that there was not a fingic perfon left to can} the 
new^to Antioch (B). 

1 HI 


(A) He was, however, affured 
of the contrary by fome of that 
nation, who were in his army, 
and who begged, that he would 
pay a regard to chat facred day, 
which the Goo of heaven had 
confecrated to his fervice Nt~ 
canor afked them, with a fcorn- 
ful taunt. Whether there was 
indeed a mighty Goo in heaven, 
who had ordered the fan^tihca- 
tion of the fabbath and, being 
anfwered in in the affirmative, 
he replied. And I, who am 
powerful upon earth, do conT 
mand you to fight for the king 
your mailer, and to obey hn 
orders 

(B) This battle was won on 
the thirteenth diy of the month 
Adary anfwenng to our Fehu- 
aty , -^nd on the next day, the 

VoL X 


body of hicanor being found 
among ttie flam, Judas ordered 
his head, and right hind, which 
he had fo lately lifted up with 
threatening oaths agaiiiil the 
temple, to be cut oft, and earned 
in triumph to Jetufalcm , where 
being anived with his army, he 
caufed them to be expoftd to the 
view of Jenxs ard Gentilny re- 
minding them at the C me time, 
that thole were tl e he il and hand 
of the profane h teas or, who had 
fworn the total dellnidlion of their 
facref^ temple i^ib tongue he like 
wife ordered to be cut out, and 
minced, and to be thrnvvn to tlie 
birds, and his head and hand to 
be hung up on fome of tnc higheft 
towers of thic cicv After the 
ufual rcjoicmpb ki tnc lueliic 
cepj, 1 publie annivtil rv wa n- 
X ft uited 
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' I'mis victory gave the JtwiJh nation fome peafcefiil-'iiiter* 
midioii ; and their enemies, being juftly terrific at the conti^ 
niial fuccefles of their leader, fuflered him to return, and 
take quiet pofleflion of the city ; which his fucceiibrs were 
however forced to quit Toon after to the then fuperior power of 
the Syrian general, and apoftate Jlcimus, who held it but a 
fhort while, and for the laft time, as thefequel will prefently 
fhew. During this peaceful interval, Judas^ always intent 
on the intereil of his religion and nation, obferving how 
powerful the Romans were now grown, and how faithfully they 
then protedfed and aflifted their friends, refolved to procure 
an alliance with them, which might prove a bulwark againfl; 
the oppreflive power of the Syrians. Eupolemus the fon of 
yohn^ and Jafon the fon of Eleazar^ who had been already 
fent with fuccefs to Seleucus Philopator^ were likewife chofen 
for this embafly. 'I heir propofals were readily accepted by 
the Roman fenate, and a decree was accordingly made, and 
engraven on copper, in order to be fent to yerufalem^ im- 
porting, that the Jeujs were thenceforth acknowleged as the 
friends and allies of the Romans ; that both nations (hould 
be ready to fuccour each other, and the allies of either, with 
all their power, and in no cafe (hould aflift their enemies : and 
forafmuch as Demetrius Soter had been complamed againft to 
the fenate, as an oppreflbr of the yewijh nation, they fent a 
letter to him, injoiniiig him for the future to forbear all tioflir 
lities ngainfi; them, and threatening him with an invadbn of 
his country by fea and land, in cafe he did not comply with 
the purport of their decree". This alliance was made in a 
lucky time i for whilft it was tranfaAing at Rome^ Demetrius^ 
hiving received the news of Nicanor^s defeat and death, was 
Alcimus fending the, right wing, that is to fay, the flower of his army 
and (C), into yudaa^ with Bacchides and Alcimus at their head. 


■ 2 Maccab. ub. fup. Joseph, ub. fup. 


flitutcd by the fanhedrin, to be 
kept by future generations on 
the chiTeenth day of Adar^ by 
the name of the day of Nicanor 
(z) ; which has been kept ever 
fiiicc. 

[ C) It was ufijal in thofe days 
for the kings to command the 
right wing of their army, fb that 
the heft of their troops were ge- 
nerally placed there. 

With relation to the alliance 


above-mentioned, Jofephus ob- 
rervcs,(3), that it was the very 
firfl that ever the Je^ made 
with Rome ; which is very pro- 
bable alfo from the manner in 
which the author of the firfl 
^ook of Maccabees prefaces his 
account of it (4) ; Ar it appears 
front it, that the Jew^ till then, 
knew but little of the Roman 
Hate. 


(2' r ATjcc. vli.4<;. 7 nra.c. jfr. I, (it ftj. ViJ, (J arffj. 1. Xn. 

(3) y/v.Vf. /. xii. I'. ( 4 i Cup, viii. i, fej. 

It 
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lt€#nfifted of twenty thoufand foot, and two thoufand horfe; chides jent 
and with thefe Bacchtdes entered Galilee^ and took the cit) agan:ft 
of Mafeloth or Majfadoth^ in the territories of Arbela^ where Judab. 
he killed a great number of yews. From thence they marched 
towards Jerufalem ; but, being told that Judai was retired 
into the neighbourhood of Eleafay they went to attack him 
there« yudai had then but three thoufand men ; and when 
thefe beheld the fupeiiority of the enemy *s army, their hearts 
failed them fo far, that only eight hundred of them ftaid with 
him, and the reft conveyed themfelves away, to the great judas 
regret of their valiant chief, who was now (bj f )rely preiFed, abandoned 
that he had no time to get a new reinforcement, but by his men^ 
either fight, or be cut in pieces. However, trufiing in that year of 
fuperior alfiftance which had accompanied him hitherto, he the flood 
encouraged his men the beft he could : a dieadful fight enfued, 2187. 
which lafted from morning till evening ; and yudas obferving Bcf. Chr. 
that the enemy’s right wing, commanded by BacchideSy was 161. 
theftrongeft, made a ftout pufh at it, broke and purfued it as 
far as mount Azotus ; but, in the mean time, the left having 
quite furrounded him and his men, he was at length over<- 
born by their numbers, and flain, after a long and vigorous 
defence ; fo that he fell down on an heap of his enemies, which 
be had killed sound about him (D). 

The report of his death was no fooner fpread through yu- The Jews 
datty than it gave new life to all the enemies of the 'Jews \greotly 
ib thlt the greateft part of thefe found themfelves ohYv^eAy difirejfei^ 

(D) As foon as the news of was taken and carried off by his 
his death had reached yrrii/h/fin, two brothers, yonathan and 
the whole city was filled with mon, and buried in the fcpulcre of 
the moft pungent forrow. An uni* his father at Modin Thus 
verfal mourning was made for died the brave ^Jevsijh general, 
him for fome time; and, in imi- fix years after his father Matta- 
ration of that which Danjid made thiaSy and was fucceeded by his 
for Saul and yonathany they fung brother yonathan. The Mac- 
theft lines of his. How is the cabitijh hiilorian adds, that the 
mighty fallen / How is the fre- reft of his vi^orious wars were 
JemjerofHiv^Jlain! However, omitted, becaufe they were too 
his body did not fall into the numerous ; and Jofephus ( 6 ], 
hands of the enemy ; for whether that he not departed from the 
the gyriansy after this ^i6lory^ precepts of his father, who in- 
which redomided lefs to their joined him never to (hun any la- 
honour than a defeat, left the boars or hazards for the fervice 
field of battle, or whether a truce of bis country ; and that he died 
was made for the burying of the in the third year of his executing 
dead, the author tells us, that it the office of high-prieil. 

{f) 1 Mactah, ir. i, & feq, ad 22, Jofepl, aisiq I ni c. ult, 
ad J\n^ 

X 2 


(6) M. 
p»rtly 
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partly for want of a chief of known valour and condu^^'and 
partly throui^h a grievous famine, which then raged in the 
land, to acknow’lege Bacchtdes their governor, and Co fub*- 
mit thcmfclvci. to him. Whilft therefore this general was 
taking all proper nieafures to i’ecure his own government, 
fomc of the principal officers that ferved under him were or- 
dered to make a diligent fearch after the principal friends and 
^^^’herents of xhc iVlaccabeeSy and to put them to the moft 
cuted, torturina; deaths ; infomuch that this perfecution feemed to 
exceed all that they had fuffered fmee their return from Ba^ 
jonathan ^nd caufed as general a defedlion. Under thefe dif- 

fHcceeds nial circumflances, thofe few, who ftill retain -*d a love for 
L'ts In other xht\v religion and country, had rccourfe xo 'Jonathan^ fur- 
ludas. named Jpplws^ and defired him to take upon him the com- 
mand of the 'JeiviJl) forces, and to endeavour to flop the cruel 
progrefs'of the Syriau general. 'Jonathan was eafily prevailed 
upon, and was gatheiing what forces he could get: but 
Jiaahitlcs^ being informed of it, and coming againft him with 
a clefign to furprife and put li.in to death, lorced him and his 
ForccJ to followers to retire into the dtferts of Tekoahy where they 
retire to encamped near the lake Jfphary being fenced by a large mo- 
‘IVko.ih. rafs on the one fide, by woods on the other, and the Jordan 
before him 7 'his fituation, which he thougSit very advan- 
tigeoiis to his handful of men, bccaufe there was but one nar- 
row way to come at them, proved the very reverfe, when 
they came to engage the enemy, as wc fliall foon fee. 

In the mean time, hearing that Bacchldes was in full march 
againft him, his fit ft care was to fecurc the goods and equi- 
page of his follower^ (which were very numerous) till better 
tiniLS. 'The Nahathcuimy as wc obferved before, were then 
at peace with them. John therefore, the brother of Jona^ 
thatiy was fent at the head of a convoy, to depofit thofe move- 
|oIin///A/ them. But in his way he was furprifed by the Jatn^ 

/>• //v hriaus (FI), who, iffuing out of their city, fell upon him, flew 
Jambii- men, and carried away all their baggage. This 

atib. injur V did not go long unrequited. Jonathan being informed 
Jona- foon ai'fer, that a great wedding was to be celebrated at 
th;*nV /-t’- dalriy between one of ih^ Jatnlrian chiefs, and a daughter 
^•€?ige on of a CanaanitiJ}) prince (or perhaps rather of the Arabians^ 

t '’«•///. 

® 1 Maccaii. i\. 23, ad 45. Joseph, antiq. 1 . xiii. c. i. 

(L) I'hefe were a tribe of the from the tribe of Reuben (7), 
plundering Arabia who lived then and afterwards tlie Arabs from 
at Mrdabti^ formerly one of the them, 
cities which the Moabites took 

f ') XV. 2, £? jepphn o^t, 1. xiii. i. 

non 
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now fclded there), and having got notice of the day on \vh cli 
the bride was to be conducted to her new home, he alid lii> 
men laid in ambufh behind an hill ; and as foon as the com- 
pany, which was very numerous, and of both fexes, was 
come nigh enough, they fell upon them, killt « them to the 
number of tour hundred, and earned away the plundtr to 
their camp. 

As toon as Bacchidcs heard of tl is retaliation up )n the Bacdmlcs 
Ja?nbrtans^ he hattened his arm}, with a lefolution to 
the JcwiJh geneial on the tihbuh, at which jonatlun found 
himtelt 111 no fmall diftiets. On the one hand, lie w is hemmed ^ ^ 
in on all fidcs ; and, on the other, his men weie with dilficuin 
prevailed upon to tland in tlieii own defence, partly at the 
light of thtir fijptrior tm , and pirtlv out c f relpetl: to t! l 
diy , whetliei tliey had forgot the rtfolulion and ex miple ot 
their late ehiefi* to the conti ii\, oi wiKthei ihc\ fer pltd the 
Vali lity of It. At length, f .j) atJ in linding liimlcU piehei 
by the enemy oil the ( lie irL, iiid on th ' othu t)\ tlie u 
ludanc) of hib men to en them, he addie/n.t] IumlJf ti 
the lattci in the following Inort, but pithctic Ipeeeli ‘‘ Com 
on, and let us fight foi oui lives , foi it is not now wall 
“ us, as It was in lime p fl , for \ou fee pi in 1 \, that the 
battle IS bjotb befoie i id behind u , and the fo hn i ii tin , 
and the moiafsand the wood on tint lide. Nli her i'. tbeie 
“ a place left for us to turn if’de to. Wlierefoie now iry ye 
“ ^nto heaven, that \e ni ly be deiivcied out of the h md of 
)oureiiemie As Toon as he had done Ipeikin , 1j 
men, partly iniou^h liis tneoui igenienr, piitK tliioUj.li 
dcfpair, made a bold pufli at tie tiicm}, and Lilb d a go k1 
number of them on the firft < nfet. Bate/ 1 s <ill the w bile 
feemed to aim folely it foiahan^ wh'ch luinc; ptrecived by 
him, BciLchides attempted to make an effee^ual blow at liiin, 
but was prevented by liis addiefs Inc ftw^^ finding tliein Joi ‘ ^ 
fclvcs at laft unable to cope with fuch an aim\ , c*.H: tliciiilchtb/^'^ 
one and all into the liver, and Twain to the otliei fiJc, dtei ^ ^ 
having killed about a ihoufind, oi, according to Jrf pf / , 
two thoufmd of the enemy p. 

Bauhidt^^ low cominccd that they would fight on ll e h ctl d 
fabbath, as well as on otliei diy^., did not think fit to pnrfue ^ 
them any farthei, but letuiiivd with liis aimv to Jii tfil 1 
and theie give orders foi foitifying and fiiifoning fucli * ' 
places as were moft likely to keep thw /tzts in awe, . i d i(» 
oblige the MacLdhi ijh paity eiihei to fubiint, or at le^it to 
forbeai all future attempts ati^unfi: him Among lliofe wcie 
Bethoiory Jttuhoy hnimaui-y Bcthtl^ T Jittuiai! Bctljuu*^ 

I M eesi ub fip i ii ub fip 

\ ^ ML 
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and Tome other?, efpecially the fortrefs of Jerat into which, 
befides a new fupply of men, arms, and provifions, he fent 
the children of fome of the principal Jeu/s to be kept as hoft* 
ages there, to prevent their parents and relations going over to 
yonathan and his party. At the fame time, the apoftate Alcimus^ 
Year of finding lumfclf mailer of yerufalem^ gave orders for demolifh* 
the flood jng the wall of the temple, which inclofed the court of the 
2188 pi lefts from that of the people (F), and whicli had been for- 
Bcf Chr. merly built by the direclion of the prophets Haggai and Z<7- 
ebaty. But he had fcarce begun the work before he was 
Alcimus ^ palfey, which took his fpcech from him, 

fo that he died without being able to utter a word, or to take 
any care of his hdufe. After his death, Bacchides^ having 
by that time brought all yudaa into fubjedion, thought be 
had no further bufinefs there, but returned to Antioch^ and 
left the yewi and heathens to live in peace there, which they 
did for about two years ** (G). 

Jonathan^ and his party, made the beft of this Ihort inter- 
val to fecure themfelves ; fo that they lived quietly, and 
Year of miftruft, during that time. This gave his enemies 

the flood ^opportunity to make a frefli attempt upon him, by inviting 
2190. Bacchtdes to furprife and deftroy the whole party, which they 
Bcf Chr him word might be done in one night. D(metrius^ who 
had been by this time acknowleged king of Syria by the Ro^ 
mansy and had made a new alliance with them, having now 
Eicchidcs nothing’ to fear from that fide, was cafily perfuaded to*rend 
ftnt afrejh Bacchides with a powerful army into yudaa. As foon there- 

^ 1 Maccab. ibid. Joseph antiq. lib. xiii c 2. 

(F) Or more probably that (G) It may be alfb likely 
which divided the court of the enough, that he was privately 
circumcifed from that of the un- recalled by Demetrius ; for that 
circumc’led. For as his apoflaiy prince at this time flood in great 
had made him incur the hatied of need of the fnendfhip of the Ba- 
all rincerc7^^vr, it IS not unlikely, maus (i). and had probably re- 
that he c L lied this partition wall ceived their letter, which ordered 
to be pulled down, to mortify him to ceafe all hoflilities againft 
them, and to ingratiate himfelf the Je^iJh nation ; fo that he 
with the heathen, and the rene- was forced to recall him, yet 
gidors of his nation. However, 10 privately, that the 
the book of Maocahees calls it (Kould not be too elated by it ; 
the wall of the inner court of and this may be the reafon why 
the fandtuary (8), and yo/epbm neither nor the book of 

(9) the wall of the old fandlu- Maccabees ^ mention it. 
ary ; and adds to it the works of 
the prophets. 

(8) 1 IlJhcah, IX, S4, (9) jinnf, /. xii. f, 17. (i) Ftd, legate exx, 

fore 
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fore as this general arrived there, he fent letters to thofc oia^atnft 
his party, with orders to feize Jonathan and his men, and J^ws. 
bring them to him, as haJ been agreed before. This plot, pl^i 
however, had not been earned on with fuch fecrecy, but that 
vigilant chief had notice of it time enough, both i difappoint-'®"®**'®"' 
it, and to punilh thofe traitots that had hatched K ; for he 
came fuddenly upon them, took fifty of the chief confpirators, dfrau / 
and put them all to death (H), after which the ilA: were foon 
difperfcd, and the whole d^fign difcomfited ^ 

After this fignal efcape, Jonathan^ being infoimej of 
Bacchidts^s coming againft him, and finding hiiniclt by fir 
too weak to withlland fo great a force, ictiicd to Kithhafi^ 
or, as Jofephus calls it, Bethlagan^ a phcc fl:r(>nglv iituatc in 
the defert of Jericho^ which he and his I rothci Simon for- 
tified, and filled with all ncccflaiy piovifnni for a ficgi. 
Bacjchtdts came according to his cxpcdlation, and hid cloft lonithin 
liLge to the place with his numerous aim), wJiich lie had in-//// 
creafed with all his adherents in fudtta^ whom he lummoncd BicJiidc 
to repair to him thither. As the fiege wts like to Lift long, 
Jonathan^ after a vigorous defence, left the place uiidei the 
care of his brother, and wnlh a fiiiall bngidc went out to 
‘^einforce his army ; and, crofting the countiy, ddeated Odo 
narches^ and 4iis brethien, and the fons of Phufvon in their 
tents. Theft, we fuppofb, w^erc part of the bc/icgmg Jioft. 

Frojjn thence he went on, attacked and annojed otiici p.’rts 
of tneir camp, and forced Datthidei to conic to tlicir aftiftaiu e ; 
which, being perceived by Stmon from within, he made a 
vigorous fally, burnt their engines ; then, falling upon his 
army, difcomfited it on one fide, wf)jlft his brother did 
fame on the other, Bacclndis^ vexed at the heart to nicet/'*^ 
with fuch a defeat, where hcexpc£led an cafy vuSlor^, vented 
his rage on thofc who had invited him out of Syria ^ and put 
many of them to death, rtfohmg to raifc the fiege, and to 
return to Antioch. The only difficulty was liovv to do it, if 
not with honour, at leaft with as little difgrace as might be, 
which as foon as Jonathan undeiftood, he lent him fomc Mide 
meflengers with propolals foi a peace ; winch were gladly ac-/* ct 

/ *• 

I Maccab. ix. 57, ad6i. Joslpii ant 1 \iji c i. 

(II) J'iftphut, in the place a- thd’e cited, jt wa the 

bovc quoted, fays, t\\:ilBacchidis chief that punilhcd tlicni 

put thofe fifty Jivls to death out for their treachery, as \vc ha\e 
of fpitc at his difappointment ; related abo\c ( 2 ) 
but, according to the book of the 

^ee I i^ac , ix 6f 

X + 
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cepted, and foon after ratified by both parties. By theie ar- 
ticles, all prifoncrs were to be releafed on both Tides, which 
was accord inply done ; and Bacchides^ having fworn never 
niore to n<S oftcnfively againft departed into Syria^ 

HI d p iiidually kept his oath to him as long as he lived s. It 
ftein likcwife by thefe articles, thsit Jonathan was left, if not 
governor, at Icaft deputy- governor, of Judaa \ for, as foon 
as Bacchuics was gone, he went and fettled in Michmajh^ 
Judge M^wl)erc he judged //rW, pretty near like the an tient judges. 
Jews . He btg.ui with making a fevere example of all the apoftato 
Jtws^ who were the caufe of all the wars and pcrfccutions 
that ft 11 upon their nation, from the reign of Aniiochus Epi^ 
r,fjths phants^ downwards to that time. After this, he fet about 
^ reforming the JewtJh church and ftate. So that from this 
Ji^dcca began to enjoy a perfeft peace, and free exercife 
^ j I their religion, the happy eflFefts of their general’s valour 

^ ‘ ^ ‘ ,ind piety ^ 

Soon after this, the troubles that happened in Syria ^ and 
of wh'ch we have alrcad}^ fpoken in the Lift: volume gave 
the JjTvs a fair oppoitunity of wholly recovering their liberty, 
and not only of railing themfclvcs into a ftate of indepen- 
derny either on that kingdom, or that oi Eg)pt^ but of 
l^ijig J ighlv courted by both. But, above all, Demetrius^ 
who fo Icelinjily knew their ttrength and biavery, had moft 
t'liifc to life all poflible means to pievent their declaring for 
J ‘cm" his competitor Alexander Balas. I'o cfFedl which, he wrote 
tnus ///'^ IcttLi to Jonathan J full of expreflions of the finccreft fiiend- 
Atr tj Jo- confidence, and in which he gave him full power to 

of what forces he fhoiild think fit, and to caufe new arms 
bl^^ficod fabiicated ; and declared him liis new friend and ally, 
t added an order for fetting at liberty all the 

Bef^^Chr. which had been font by Bacchides into the fortrefs of 

ykui^ and had been detained there ever fince, notwithftand- 
ing the late peace concluded with him. As foon as Jonathan 
had received the letter, he bi ought it to Jerufalem^ caufed 
it to b( ’•ead before that garifon, and demanded the hoftages 
to be delivered unto him according to the tenor of it. 7 'he 
people, feeing how great a power he was now invefted withj, 
diied not hefitatc about the matter, but immediately com- 
plied with his demand ; after wliich Jonathan found his army 
jnci eafe exceedingly, there being now no check nor danger 
in joining him. On the other hand, thofe garifons which 
Batch ides had left in feveral ftrong places of Judaa above- 

fd ibid. feq. ’ i Mate, ubifup verf. 62. ad fill. Antiq. 

' oh i : " \ ol. i\ p. 307, Cc feq. 
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mentioned, finding thcmfclves too weak to withfiand him, 
forfook them, and fled (I> 

When Alexander undurftood what a powerful friend Jo^ 
nathan was like to piove to the fide he fliould declare him- 
felf tor, and the favours which Demetnus had 1 cly bribed 
him with, he rcfolved to outbid him, and to draw hnn to hib 
intcreft He fent him a moft obliging letter (K), in which Ale\an- 
lie beftowed the high-pricfthood on hin , and accompanied it dcr'» /!///•>• 
with rich prefents, and among them a purple robe, and 
golden crown*. Jonathan readily accepted of them, puttinp fonithan 
on the prieftly veflments, on the feaft of tabernacles > , in the adc htgb^ 
ninth year of his government (L), and in the feventh month A 

ot 

I Maccak X. 10, Sk , feq. Antiq. 1 \iii c & 4. i iMai c . 
ibid ver. 17, & feq. Ant ubi fupra, c 5, > Jid ibid, 

(I) Thofe only of Btthfiun “ golden ciown, not doubting 
and Aaa^ which weie mollly “ a fuitablc retain fiom \ou for 
filled with apoflate Jtn,\.Sy not ** our aftedion and fin ndihip (4). 
daring to follow their example, (I.) J)jtphis (5) lays, m the 
leil they fhould bepuifucd, and fourth year after tlie deceafe of 
meet with their jiifl defertb, le- liis biother Juilns i but it will 
folved to lland^it out to the lafl, not be diflicnlt to Ihew his 
and fither furrender upon idtc miflake in making this la/l out- 
terms, 01 to die Iword in hand, hve and fuceeed Ah runs, the 
however, did not think contiary of which, appears from 
it to befiege them imnudiately, the book of xhc M ieuibcis (6), 
but went to Juuf thm, where his winch ixpielly mentions the ri- 
prefenee was more requned, and llallation of joiathan to hac 
there caufed the repair-., both of been on the hundred and fj^iicth 
^hc city and temple, to be forth- year of the Grician kingdom. 

With fet about, fixing his abode which anfwers to the three thou- 
in that city, to fee the work more fandth eight hundiedth and fifty- 
IclFcftually finifhed (3). fecond year of the woild, and 

(K) The purport of it was to one hundredth and fifty-third 
this efFe^f * “ King AUxandtr to before Chnft (7) 

his brother Jonathan^ iec. We have likewifc flicwed, at 
Being informed of your power the clofe of the lall ledlion, that 
and valour, and that you arc Mattathias^ the father of the 
worthy of our fricndlhip, we Maccabtes^ w^s defeended from 
conftitute you high-pricfl of the piieftJy family of 
your nation ; and it is our though not from that of Jaddto 
pleafurc, that you be inrofled or Jaddusy tht high priell, whole 
in the number of the king’s lineal heir and fuccclfor was that 
friends. To this end we have Omas, whom we lately mention 
fent you a purple robe, and a cd to have retired into AUxa, 

(3) 1 Matcah. x. lo. ant. I xiii. c. 4. (j.) yofepb, artiq I xiu c. 

(0 (6) Cunf 1 Macc. X. 7.1. fef jx. 3. 28, er 54. (-) n^. ujf. 

in aun. Sf thetnarg, of tbt Mact., in loc, 

di ft* 
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Year of of that year. However, as he would not fecm wholly to 
the flood receive that dignity from a prince, whofe right to the Syrian 
hVpk ^rown was fojuft’) fufpefted, he got himfelf chofen to it 
by the fuffrages of the nation ; and, indeed, notwith- 

out ^ fpecious right to it ; for being, as we hinted in the laft 
. note, of the family of Joarib^ and confequently of the firft 
. of the Aaronic race, that was fufficient to intitle him 

to it upon the failure of that of Jofedek^ which had enjoyed 
it ever fincc their return from Babylon \ and we do not read 
of any furvivor of it, except Onias^ who was then in Egypt^ 
and had there, if not apoftatized, at leaft made a confiderable 
fchifm, by fetting up a new temple, altar, and priefthood. 

As foon therefore as 'Jonathan was invefted witli his new 
dignit^', his firft care was to raife new forces, and to caufe a 
great number of arms to be made, refolvingto fide v/ith Alex- 
ander. When Prw/’/r/V/t found, that his competitor was likely 
to deprive him of fo impoitant an ally, he fpared neither 
Demctri' favour nor promiles to pi event it : he fent him a long letter, 
us’j couched in the moft obliging: terme, and wherein he artfully 
letter to difgulfcd his refentment for his defc6lion, under the greateft 
him. profeHions of confidence in his fiiendfhip and loyalty; in 
acknowlegemcnt of which, and to bind him flill fafter to his 
iiitcrcft, he promifed him a general relaxation of all arrears, 
an exemption from future tribute, impoftj, or taxes, a free cx- 
crcifcofthey/7i;/y/; religion, with many other conceffionsi and 
privileges, vaftly exceeding thofe which Alexander had made 
to him, and too great indeed to be really deiigned by that 
monarch. At lead the memory of the many mifehiefs and 
perfecutions which they had fo lately fuffered under him, made 
hujiieF.ed him fufpeft the fincerity of them ; and indeed fuch was the 
cf ihjinci- character of that prince, and theprefent fituation of his affairs, 
that they might well extort fuch exoibitant promifes from 
him, without any real intention to peiform them. How- 
ever, whether through relentment or diffidence, Jonathan 
chofe rather to enter into an alliance with his competitor, 
and difi . imed all future friendfhip with a man who had given 
them fo many feeling proofs of his hatred to their nation : fo 
that from this lime they ftuck clofe to Alexander^ intereft * j 

' lid. ij)id. 

////>, and there built a temple in it through a number of fuc- 
for the ufp of the 7^/. ceflbrs till Herod's time, who, 

yonuthaMy if not his brother from hereditary, made it venal 
Jiid/tfy was therefore the firft of and arbitrary, as wc (hall Ihcw 
the family who enjoyed the pon- in the fequcl. 
tifical dignity, which continued 

and 
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and it was lucky for them that they did fo, fince Dmeirius 
was foon after defeated and killed by him, as we have feenin 
the former volume 
The new monarch having, by that decifive battle, made Year of 
himfelf matter of the Syrian crown, forgot not to t xprcfs his the flood 
gratitude to the JewiJh chief ; he invited him foor after to aiQfl- 
his nuptials, to w'hich Jonathan went with ? numerous re- 
tinue, and was received with great marks of friendfliip and . . 

efteem. During his ttay at Ptolemais^ where they were 
celebrated, fome difatteAed Jews came to exhibit fome ac- 
cufations againtthim ; but the king, refolvingnot to hear any 
thing againft his friend, caufed a proclamation to be made 
through the city, exprefly forbidding any fuch complaint to 
be brought before him. To mortify his enemies the more, he JonathanV 
caufed him to fit by him cloathed in purple, confirmed 
all his former grants to him, made him gcneraliflimo Ptolc- 
Judtea^ and gave him fome other titles and government 
his kingdom \ all which caft fuch a damp upon his ac- 
cufers, that they fccretly departed for fear of further mifehief. 
Jonathan^ on the other hand, having made fome conflderable 
prefents to the king and queen, and to their court, returned 
Into Judeea highly fatisfied with his reception, and much 
more with hft choice of fuch an ally. From this time the 
Jewtjh nation became more and more conflderable, not only 
111 Jiidaa^ where they enjoyed every branch of liberty, whe- 
ther religious or civil, but in other countries alfo, and parti- Jews ttt 
cularly in Egypt , where Ptolemy Philometor^ and his fitter and Egypt 
wife Cleopatra^ raifed many of them to conflderable potts, both%^?y 
at court and in the army, intrufted them with the keeping 
their principal fortrefles, and had given the command of their 
army to Onias and Dofttheus. Thefc two, if we may be- 
lieve Jofgphus^j feem to have wholly ingrofled the king's 
favour during his whole reign (M). By 

• Vol. ix. p. 312. • ** I Maccab. ibid. vcr. 59, ad 66. 

Jkntiq. ubi fupra. Antiq. ubi fupra, c. 6. cont. Apion. 

1. ii. 

(M) The misfortune was, that to him that of Jerufaleniy he had 
Onias could not be fatisfied with no other way to make himfelf 
it, whilft he (aw himfelf deprived amends for it, but by fetting up 
of the dignity of the high- a new one ih Egypt \ and his 

priefthood, and of the pleafure great credit with the king and 
of performing the fun^ions of queen eafily procured him the 
that fupreme dignity, which his liberty of doing it. 
birth intitled him to. Since This edifice, which was built 
therefore there were no hopes, after the model of that of 7^; «- 
that Jonathan would ever yield /a/tm, but neither fo large, nor 

fo 
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Year of By this time Alexander having, partly by his negligence and 

the flood dcbaucheiics, and partly b/ the tyranny and cruelties of his 
Ainmonim^ as it v/cre, invited young out 

Bcf. Chr. of retirement in Cnido^^ to come and recover the crown 
from him ; Apollonius^ then governor of Coelefyria and Pa’- 
lecftinp^ revolted to Jiim, whilft Jonathan^ remembring his 
alliance and obligatioiib, ftuck dofe to Alexander'^ intcreft. 

‘‘ Sec vol. ix. p. 312, & fcq. 

fo fumptiious, the reader may fee D'^n, hair hcres, the city of de- 
ilefcnbed (8'. ft was flruclion (i); Onias took it in 

furroiinded with a very ftrong the former fenfe, and fo is fup- 
ibonc wall, and had the altar ot pofed to have made choice of the 
incenfe and burnt oifcrings, territory of i-idiopdis, ab if it had 

like that in Juti'ea ; only, iullcad been alluded to by the prophet(2) : 
ol the fc\ en branch caiidiclnck, though tlic lafl-quoted author 
Or/iffs contented liimfcif with a adds another reafon ; to wit, his 
Jb'itvdy golden lamp, which hung being governor of that didrid, 
fiom the root by a chain of the and haxing built a city in it, 
i’amr metal . u hicli he had peopled with Jew, 

'['he place he pitched upon and called by his name 
was the riiiiis of an antiLiU When he had orce removed 

tian temple, w itJiin the noine of thefe two difhcuitics, he did not 
liitnjolis ; which being there* want for priefts and Icvitcs to 
ioie polluted, gave no fmall fcan- ofHcialc under him, fo that the 
cl il to the J( a' there, who weie divine fervice vs a* afterwards per- 
iJioi cover very {Irenuous againrt formed in thi» new temple in the 
the fetliiig up any temple aganift fame manner as it was 7iX.'Jerufa- 
fhat of being ex- lem^ till both were deftroyed by 

prelly coiitraiy to the Mofuic law. the fame Rowan emperor (3). 

'To lemove thefe two fcruples. However, thofe priefls who 
Owas trumped up a prophecy had on e ofliciatcd in the Egyp- 
oatof //-ff/V/A ^9), impoiting, that tian, were never fuffered to do 
all.ir Ihoald be fet uji unto fo in the but were, if we 

the I OKI) in the midll of the may believe the talmudilis (4), 
land ot .illuding to the looked upon as guilty of the fame 

times < ^ tlic gofpel, but which fchifm with thofe who had fa- 
hc applicil to tliio iv’W edifice he ciificed on the high places, and, 
was alioLit to build ; and whereas as fuch, were only admitted to 
imc of the Aptian cities there the very biweft fervices. They 
mentioned is c Jlcd D'lnn "i'»V received their eleemofynary lli- 
hait haiJwLs in the text, which pends out of the revenue of the 
flgiiifies the city of tht fun, tho’ temple, but were excluded from 
the //)•/ 0( margin reads it eating any of its holy things. 

(8) Antij. L xlii. c, 6. /. xiv. /. 14., /. xviii. c. 2 Bell, Jud, (9) Ifaiab 
xix. 19. (1) Vid, Mtmjier, tn Icl, (z) Scali^ei- in ebronoL F.ufeb^ 

Vttd. rnre^. fub in, 149. (3) J^id, Jofcpb, bell, Judaic, /. vii. f. 30. 

(4) nd, Mijhr, troll, Aiincbotb, c, I5. 
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Apollonius therefore having got a confidcrable army together, 
marched againft him as far as Jamnta ; but not daring to ad- 
vance farther into the mountainous parts of "judesa^ tor fear 
of lofing the benefit of his cavalry, he fent him a d'^ring nief- 
fage to come and fight him in the plain country, y^;z///4v/;' Jonathan 
readily accepted the challenge, and marched from JerufuhwJ^^AlcngeJ 
to Joppay at the head of ten tboufand nen, and in his way -Apollo- 
was met by his brother Shmn with a reinforcement. 
town, being garifoned by the troops of Apollonius^ (hut their 
gates againft the Jtivijh general, and obliged him to take it by 
fiege, which he quickly did, and almoft in full fight of the 
enemy’s army. As foon as Apollonius perceived it, lie came 
againft him with eight thoufand foot, and three thoufand 
horfc, leaving a thoufand more of ihefe behind to furpiife the 
Jews in the rear, whilft he attacked them in front, and fo 
made a feint, as if he was marching with the former fouth- 
ward towards Azotus, 'Jonathan came out as he cxpe6tcd, 
and Apollonius facing about, fell upon him, not doubting but his 
ftratagem would gain him a complete viftory. But he foon 
found his proje£l difeomfited by the experienced JewiJh gene- 
ral ; for having drawn up his army in the figure of an oblong 
Iquare, not uphke the Macedonian phalanx, his brave troops 
bore the brunt of the battle on both Tides with unufual firm- 
nefs till the evening, when Jonathan^ obferving the enemy’s 
horft to be quite fpent, rumed on a fudden upon the foot, 
which was now d( ftitute of the cavalry, and totally siyxxXncA Defeats 
them. The gicateft pait of them fled to Axotusy and fliclcci*/^/w. 
ed themfelves in the temple of DagoUy whither the JewiJl) 
army purfued them ; and, having made themfelves maftersof 
the town, fet it on fire, temple and all. The number of 
the flain, whether by the fv/ord, or the flames, amounted 
to eight thoufand. From Azotus Jonathan went and plun- 
dered Tome other neighbouring towns ; only that of Afcalouy 
which met him with piefents, and compliments of fubmillion, 
was Tpared, after which they returned to Jerufalntiy loaden 
with rich plunder. Alexander y Toon after, hearing of Alevan- 
faithfulneTs and vidlory. Tent him a preTent of a lichdeiV 
buckle or clafp, Tiich as thole only of the royal family ufed xotttif u es 
wear, and which faftened their puiple mantle to the Ihouldei . 
he gave him morcovei the city and territory of Ekrouy an I 
foftic other marks of his efteem **.. 

On Philometor\ coming with his army into PaLv’dinCy (Ui 
pretence to Tuccour his fon-in-law, but in realitv to difpoJlv’f> 
him of his kingdom, whctlier to fei7e it for himfelf, as tlie 

^ iM\ccab ibid ver -^4, ad fin, 

am 1.0: 
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author of the Maccabees pretends or, which is more likely 
from the fequel, in favour of young Demetrius ; fome of the 
enemies of the Maccabees tried to render them odious to him, 
by Ihewing him the devaftations they had lately made, par- 
ticularly the ruins of AzotuSj and of the temple of Dagon^ 
and the carcafes of thofe they had flain, and which were ftili 
(linking above-ground. But that prince, whatever his reafons 
^-'^'*'®*^"were, could not be induced to (hew any refentment againft 
^ * them for it. On the contrary, he laid all the blame of it 
upon Apollonius \ and when Jonathan came to pay him a vi(it 
at Joppa ^ with a numerous retinue, he met with a kind re- 
ception from him, accompanied him to the river Eleutherus^ 
and returned to Jerufalem *. 

Thf reader may remember how this prince, having given 
the kingdom of oyr/j, and his daughter Cleopatra^ from 
Alexander to young Demetrius^ furnamed Nicanor^ died of 
the wounds he received in the laft battle, before he could well 
Jonathan fettle him on his throne. Jonathan therefore took this op- 
portunity, Egypt being then imbroiled in a civil war about 
iicra. fucceflion, and neither able nor inclined to affift the new 

Syrian king, to begin the fiege of Acra^ which was ftili 
garifoned by Syrian troops, and was always ready to annoy 
the Jews going to and from Jerufalem. He wanted neither 
forces nor engines to form it in the bed manner ; but in the 
height of the fiege, complaint having been made of it te the 
young king, he was forced to leave it, to appear before him 
Summoned at Ptolemais. However, he gave orders, that it (hould be 
hy Deme- carried on with the fame vigour, as if no fuch fummons had 
triub, been fent to him ; and, taking with him fome of the moft 
confiderable priefts and elders of his nation, came to the 
court, where he pleaded his caufe fo well before that prince, 
and backed it with fuch rich prefents, that he was received 
irnd highfy into his favour and friendlhip, and quite difcomfited his ac- 
i^omured cufers, who were fent away with difgrace. After this, M- 
h canor confirmed him in his pontifical dignity, inrolled him in 

the higheft place among his friends ; and, for the annual 
tribute of three hundred talents, releafed, not only Judaa^ 
but alfo the three toparchies of Lydda^ Apharema^ and Ra-^ 
matha (N), from all future taxes whatfoever 

, Jonathan^ 

^ I Maccab. c. xi I, &req. ^ i Maccab. xi. 4, & feq. See 
alfo vol. ix. p. 3 14, & feq. ^ i Macc. ibid. ver. 20, Sc (eq. 

Joseph, ant. lib. xiii. c. 8. See alfo, vol. ix. p. 321, Sc feq. 

(N) Thcfe three, with their from Samaria fome time before, 
territories, had been difmembred and joined to Judtca ; and the 

late 
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Jonathan^ upon his retut n to yerufaUntj doubled his Year of 
ftrength and vigour agaiiift the fortiefb ; but finding that it the flood 
was like to hold out long, and to coll him dear, he bethought 2203. 
himfelf of procuring an order from the king, for Hie cvacua- 
tion both of that and fome other places, from which he com- H 5 * 
plained to him the garilbns weie ftill annoying the Jew^. 

He chofc a lucky junfture for fendini’ this icqucft ; lor De- 
metrius^ having a little before disbanded his troops, had given 
cccafion to that revolt which Tryphon raifed at AntiOLh^ 
fpoken of in the former volume i. He was therefore glad to 
grant it to him, upon condition he Ihould allift him with 
fome of his forces to quell the rebels j and we have feen thei c, 
how cfFcflually the three thoufand men, which he fcnthim, 
did it, and at the fame time retaliated to the Antiochians the 


many cruelties which thofe of their own nation had formerly 
fulFered from the Syriaus^ both in Judaa^ and out of it ^ , 
Demetrius however, inftead of performing his promife toDeme- 
Jonathan^ broke even thofe which he had made to him at triiw j 
Ptolemais^ and began to infill on his paying all the taxes and^'^^^^^0^ 
culloms which he had remitted to him at that interview. But^® the]tvi% 
it was not long before a new infurredion, in which he 
driven out of his kingdom by JntiochuSy tlic fon of Alexander^ 
made him repwt of his perfidy to the "Jews^ and of his tyranny 
to his own fubjefts. 

TVie new king did not forget to fecure the Jewijh gene- Antiochuw 
jal to his intereft j he confirmed all the former grants, and the 
added fome others to them ; and among them, he made his 
brother Simon general of all his forces, and governor of 
the fea-coalls, from the Ladder of Tyre to the frontiers of 
Egypt^ upon condition that thofe two brothers Ihould declare 220a 
for him. Jonathan was eafily prevailed upon to forfake hisg^f 
old treacherous ally, and to accept of the offers of the new 144. 


' See before, vol. ix. p. 323. ^ 1 Macc. xi. ver. 41, & fcq. 


late Demetrius^ in his courting 
letter to Jonathatty conflrincd to 
him the pofleflion and immuni- 
ties of them (5); and now the 
prefent king lenews the famj^ 
grant, and allots the revenues of 
it towards the maintenance of the 
fervicc of the temple, and of the 
priefts on duty (6'. 

The reader may fee the letter 
which he fent to Lctjlfuus 111 fa 
f Vid I Mmc, X. 30 (t) It 4 

i 


voui of the Je^ivSy in the place 
lail quoted, i Ic thei e flylcb that 
Cut an general his father, be 
caufe he had ailiilcd him in re 
covering and preferving hi> 
crown, and edmmands him to 
lend a copy of his letter to the 
gciieial, to be ftt up on 
iomt eminent place of tnc tt 111 pie, 
to be perufed by all coiiieib. 

XI 22, ai 3«. An I ' r 

c lie 
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one : he fent him immediately an embafly of thanks, and to 
aflurc him of his heft fervcics. In purfuancc of which, having 
obtained a commiflion for raifing a good army, the tWQjewiJh 
generals put themfelves at the head of it, crofled the Jordan^ 
and defeated troops, that were fent to make a di- 

vcrfion in Galilee, In this expedition, Jonathan was in im- 
minent danger of being cut in pieces by the enemy : he had 
encamped his army near the lake of Gennezarethy and was ad- 
Jonathan vancing early one morning towards Azor : in his march he 
falls into fell unexpeftedly into an ambufh, which had been placed 
an am- among the defiles of the mountains to furpnfe him. As foon 
as he perceived his d inger, he difpofed his men the beft he 
could for a brave defence ; but the greateft part of them, 
being feized with a panic, forfook him, and fled 5 fo that he 
was left with only fifty refolute fellows, and two of his com- 
llis ^-iyi/'manding officers, Mattathias and Judas, With thefe he 
difnce and about, and fought fo defperately, that the enemy began 
. which being perceived at a diftance by his 
runaways, they rallied again, and renewed the fight with 
fuch vigour, that they gained a complete vuftory, and pur- 
fued the Dcmetrians to their very camp at Cadejh, They 
killed of them about three thoufand men ’ ; after this Jona- 
than fent his brother to bcficgc Bethfioa^ which had tilt 
then been garifoned by heathens, and renegado Jews^ whilft 
himfelf went and fecured feme of the principal cities of that 
province ; particulail) that of Afcalon^ which opened its gates 
Gains ft- to him j that of GazUy which he forced to furrender; and, 
vetal in a word, all the towns fiom thence to Damafeus, Simon^ 
ttnuh, on his fide, having made himfclf mafler of Bethfura^ fieed 
the neighbourhood from the continual infults of that garifon, 
and returned to JeruJalem^ whither liis brother came alfo 
prefently after. 

These fuccefles of the two brothers abroad had caft fuch 
a damp on thcii enemies at home, that they found all things in 
quietnefs at their icturn. However, Jonathan did not think 
fit tc trull to the gratitude of the new king, to whom he had 
done fuch fignal fervices ; but fet about means of preferving 
the peace and liberty of his nation, on the foot he had fo 
Alliance happily cftablifhed it. To ^his end he fent a new embafly to 
Rome to renew his alliance with the fenate, which was done 
Rome rr-with great readinefs on their part. In their return, his em- 
nenud^ bafladors were qrdered to do the fame with the Lacedamo^ 
ntansy and otiier Grecian flares, with whom they were in 
fnendfliip, which they did with the fame eafe and fuccefs. 

* 1 Macc. xi. ver. 67, & fcq. 


In 
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In their letter to the Laadamomans^ the fubftance of which Wovr/ifr 
the reader wiH find m the note (O), they reminded them of Sparta, 
their letter formerly fent to their high-pricft [Onias III ) by 
Anus their king and inclofed a copy of it their own. 

But whilft thele alliances were tranfafling, news were brought 
to him, that the Demetrian generals, whom he had lately 
defeated, were advancing towards hmiwith a more numerous 
ainiy. To prevent therefore their entering into \\^Jnvadtil$ 

marched out with the utmofi expedition at the head of his forces, 
rcfolving, if pofliblc, to attack them in therr own territories. 

He made fuch good fpeed, that he reached Amathn^ a place 
on thw frontiers of S)ria^ and encampi d over-agaiuft them. 

Thtir dffion, it fetnis, v as to furprife his cimp on the fol- 
lowin >; ni^ht , but Jonathan^ having timely notice ol it, kept 
his men under .rms all that night, readv to reeene them; 
which being perceived hy the cnem), they retired imme- 
diately into their cimp , where hiVing 1 ghted a good nuin- q'yy 
her of fires, to conceal their flight, the) forfook it, dnAthnrcamf 


Stc vol VI p 130 ,( 8 ^ 


(O) fj/ I/A high pneiljWith 
the tld.^ioind p iclK of the 7 
{/^nation, umo tJu (phori, fc 
natc,#and people oi la 
their hi ethien, greet ng 

“ Wheren v c li \e foind, 
“ among our leco es, letter 
‘ lon^^ fin^e w-uteii by A us, 
one o^ voui I'jngs, to Omas, 
formei ly higli pnell of the 
“ wheiein he expuFed 

“ >our fnendlliip and afimity 
to our nation, which affinity 
“we aeknowkgcd with git itei 
honour, bccrufe vve find it 
conhnntvlbyoui f icred oool s 
“ we have lent title 011 dtpu 
“ ties to you to ici tw th( 1 ii<l 
^ alliance and bio^hcil) union 
with you, kll vve ll ould iu 
** thought uninnidful of it, h) 
** rcifon of the long in civ il 
** whicn ha el ipfed fiiiee J e 
“ receipt of 

" Be It theif fore 1 nowii unto 
you, ill It we ha\ e 1 u' ^01 

( ' 


alwiy \n our minds, both in 
“ our folcmii fellival , and in 
“ ourpiijers and lacrihces, as 
“ our biethrcn and allies, re- 
“ loicing at your fuccellts, and 
“ beholding with plevfurc tie 
“ piofpcrity andlpkndorof )our 
“ republic As lor u , thougn 
V c thought Ot riel vcb 1 oiioured 
“ by )oiir fnt’idftiip and alJi- 
“ ance, ) e 1 a\ c we hitherto for- 
“ born to be chaigeable or trou- 
“ blefome to > ou, during all the 
“ giievouj vv Us ind perleeutions 
“ vvl ich we liav( been e> poled 
“ to from our t) raniious neigh- 
“ hours, bur now, 1 nec heaven 
“ hio bleil us with bcttci timc^, 
** we have tnouglii nt to fend to 
“ you Awwi i^s md Autijjihr, 

‘ oui deputies to the jRu- 
‘ If n fin. tc, wi h ficfh offers 
‘‘ o^ our bell Icrviccs to )ou, 
“ not doubting but they will bi 
“ a Icutily i e(pt'*d >oj, 
“a k v u Uhjl .,d b) u - 


VoL. X. 
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' marched off unp^rceived. When the riling morning gave the 
y<W5 notice of their flight, Jonathan ftrove in vain to purfue 
iliem ; they were already got far enough beyond the Eleu-- 
ihcrus before he could reach that river. To make himfelf 
therefore Tome amends for his difappointmcnt, he fell upon 
Jonathan fome Dctnctrian Arabs y whom he defeated, and carried off a 
f hinders confidcrahle plunder ; and from thence palling through Da-- 

ihe Amhs.judj'cusy making ftill fome excurfions all the way, he arrived 
at '‘frrufahm 

Simon’j V’/i-riL.'i r thefe things were doing, who had been 

cnrf ofhn\^{x, to take carc of Judeca and Galilee^ kept a watchful eye 
garijuus. over thofc places he had lately fccurcd to Antiochin in the 
laft of thofe provinces. He took a review of the garifons 
of jljcabn^ and otlier forticffes in that neighboui hood ; 
and being told, that the citizens of Joppa were inclined to re- 
ceive a De7},:trian governor, and tome Syrian forces, he 
took it, and put a ilnmg garifoii of his own into it, and 
returned to join his brother at Jcrnfalcnu Here they called a 
Jcrufalein couricil, wherein it was refolvcd, that all the forts and fconces 
- of fliould be f )rtii\vith repaired ; that new ones Ihould 

tifiLd, be creeled where they were wanted ; that the wall of the 
city fliould be rebuilt ; and a new one be raifed between mount 
Siony and the reff of the city, of fiich an height, as might 
cfFechially cut off all communicition between them ; to the 
end that the garifon of Acra^ being thereby deprived of 
all future fupply, might be the fooncr cither forced fo fur- 
render, or be Ibrvcd in it ( 1 ^). 

Jonathan lime, iiaJ governed the ffate near 

inachi' fevenlcen years, with great wifJom and fuccef^, when lie was 
//./,//>■ unwa lily decoyed info the perfidious ^fryphoip^ pov/er, and 
.>frtdby fooii after inurdcre.i by him. That traitor knew but too 
'i'rypiion. 

i Macc .\i. 6 z, ad fn. Antiq. 1. xiii. c. 9 . 

rP) 'Ml ilu fe vv'boffnvu: j\To- Co 7'hi 5 fo clFcdtually in clofed 
liiLiuiis wci', inimciliaidy put in ti.iit mount, that the garifon were 
cxccai'on .7; iiiVtcrtook not long after forced to furren- 

tf> ovjrf< .re Wiuk ^.lt'•in the der. Simon, on his part, re- 
city, a id /\ /V.-' tint 'Aiuhoui. A paired all t :c old forts, and 
llrong anil i igli w.al w.i accord- added to them that of Adiba, or 
iiigly ba:lt n' tl^e Ibnncr, which Uaba, in the region o^Scphala^ 
readied qu re dole to the old wcllward of Ehuihiropoiis. By 
one that wa. tiicn repaiiing, ,iud all wliich Jtidaav^^i^ now in a 
made uii that niace which was better condition for defence, than 
callcvl .zu:} a, towards the it had ever been flnee the re- 

twiil o* tiie ci:.\ , near the brook turn Irom captivity ^ 8 ). 


well. 


^S) I Muut xiif Anttf. 
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wdl, how vain it would be to attempt to wrofl tie crow a 

from the young monarch, whilft he had fo f uthfui nd p v - 

crtul an lly } and t eretorc ipaitd neither prom L , < 

nor rny other treacherous means, t) perfu d^ hii to iljfhind 

hii numerous aimy, now betorne, '’b he ^ ere , il eS 

and burdenfomc. Jonathan^ too calily pre\ \ I ^ upcu to t dee 

tint tltflru^live ftep, w s { )on after ^ unhappdy deCoycu n to 

the city of Piokfuais^ al ended on / b\ o ic thoifind ot in tin. flo )d 

in n, \\ ho were all tuacbeioi fl) iiuiratied b\ his oi , and 2 9 

then chief only fp i i, till the \i!Lm ind tinun 1 1 lai cL\f Chr 

luin from fudtva iindei t’ n i n ci a ri fom, -ii 1 ( i TlO f mi 1 1 ^ 

to be mall leied is foen 1 he hul t i mt > 'i h 11 ^ St 

thit Jonathan dad as in ith a ficiihct I > ’ to > o 

dulit) , as to his unfh l ^ fiJcl t) to Jn ^ ' \ on 'i t'l^ 

ncA^ of his bciii2; f /ed, .-nlkci^pil i, me ( 0 1 1 li 

fei ot his men, leacli d / 7 / /> ili L ei \ s in 

the utrnoft toniKina i 1 1 e^ dou > ed 1 t h ih p r- 

fidiousmuid-i i woi 1 M )m he t th i eUe , 11 1 * j n d 

by all the heathc is, in 1 dhtc / , \ ’ in t ^ 1 1 i c ^ of 

their 1 te Je dtr hid h 1 to lup^ eded ukJ indeed tl i fens 

were b it too well g oun j d , I 1 / i \ n i i 1^ 1 n T \ff on 

pitpiruioi s 1 1 ich II)/ \v 1 1 1 ) I r I 1 L > 1 I / > 

extirpit , if p^flibk, tin \ ' le 11 n ) ^ , u 1 11 il i i ni 

wh ■) ind belli ti'l n 1^^ Ic )"■ 1 i\ , I lu i ^ v i ^ ^ 

of new hli at thi n \/ » b 11 1 l hiil, 

had^jc mil to cxpi efs n im^ atiuiL def 1 to ftc the I nd me 

more iiu idcJ, ind to tin the / e h i 1 \ci t i 

liatioii. iiu / wi no\ the o Mi * ns ( 1 IJ 

tatt icn th tv s lift , m 1 tin c( ui e n 1 i )i (* c} uh ci he 

had fli wed h tn it>, in d linn be look il upon tn onl) nt 

perfon 10 fucceed In hi tl An liien ‘iK w is tl) Kh)r'' 

called at the outer court 1 1 ihi tcmpli, in win h ’ w«s j 

their unanimous confent dilircd to ke the comm i»)d i p ni ^ 

hum ; which he readil did, n t only a lu was tnc iKxt 11 ^ 

fucccflion, but tint he 11 i ht fmn f )nie incin , fit! ».r or rc n ; 

lealins;, or, it the worfi, cf ic\cn n ^ h woit^ y broi » »* 

Todiflipate thcrefoie i inu h as poljill , n t f n wh h he 

obliived in their counteii nces, he a Mu fled * i t ) tr m 

in words to tins cftiel h:oiiaie 11 jt in jn% ’ li K r ^ 

my father, brothers, and I, hi\c fou ht 1 i th d tc ci 1 c ^ 

our hws and nlmon, our*t,.mpk, aid ou» n i 

have already ficiihced tlic 1 h\vs tor tint M )noLi v. i if , uni 

I am liOW the onl) fiiivii inj one to ru itain it. C >d ^ bil, 

I fliould value my life nioic than ihiy did thciis, a^ Ijii/a^, 

J fee you gioaniiig under any opprcJfion * Behold me tkwji^ 

® See vol ix p 32c, ^ f q, 

\ 2 . as 
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as ready and willing as they, to undertake the defence of our 
nation and temple, of our wives, and of our children This 
fpcech was received with univerfal applaufe, and the people 
having in grc.it mcafure recovered their drooping fpirits, pro- 
claimed him their commander and high-prieft (Q^), promifing 
at the fame time to follow him through all difficulties and 
dangers, in (IlTchcc of their religion anil country fl. 

As foon as he was inftalled in his new dignity, his firft 
care was to fiiiifli the fortifications of the city with all fpecd, 
and to get together an aimy fufficient to make head againft 
that of Tryphon^ who was in full march againft him. 
when that traitor came to find the /rn'i in fuch a complete 
condition of defence, he contented himfelf with fending him 
word, that he had fiizcd his brotlier for a debt of an hundred 
talents, whicli he owed him ; and tlut, ii he would fend them 
to liiin, and his two fons as Ijollages, their father fliould be 
immediately releafed. Shnon eafily faw through this treache- 
phoiy rous pretence, but dared not refufe his demand, ior fear of 
Ui'achiry, foine unjuft fiifpicion on himfeir, as if he was the 

cautc of his brother's detention. In the mean time the Syrian 
gai lion, being forcly prellcd tor want of provifion, found means 
to lend '^fiyphtn word, and to beg his alliftaiice i and he, having 

P I Macc. xii. 39, feq Antiq. xiii. 10. i Macc. xiii. 

paff. JosLPH, ubifupra, c. ii. 

(Q ) Tt feems as if the alTenibly, faid in their exciifc, except the 
however, had fome fcruplc about iieceliny and ininuiiy of the times 
tht reguianty of this cledlion to they lived in, for adtiiig in a two- 
the pontifical dignity ; and there- fold oppofition to their law ; to 
fore wc find a kind of an apolory wit, jlrij)ping the houfc oi Judah 
made for it in the enfuing chap- of the royal power, by which that 
ter (9'; where Jiaving rccapi- family became reduced to the 
tulated all his glorious deeds, Jowcll: degree of poverty; and 
and ids lineal del'cent from Jo- the transterring the high-prieft- 
they add, that they had hood from that of Elcu^ar^ the 
chol,:n him their governor and elder branch of the family of Ja- 
higli-pncfi, and inuiilcd tliofc rt//, into their own. So that, upon 
dignities on hi-* polierity, until the wlioJe, ihol'c great men, tho' 
thire JhGuld/.>ij a faithful pro- extolled hy tl.cir own writers to 
phtt (i), who might fel them to \lie degree of laints and martyrs, 
rights about it. mull to an impartial reader ap- 

This apology was fo much the pear to have been more folicilous 
more necefiary,fincc,]iow highly to fatisfy their own ambition, 
foever tliol'c Afmncan heroes than to reform their church, ac- 
niay be admired on other ac- corJing to the model of their 
count., yet there can be nothing divine lawgiver. 

''j 1 . v . ,> ; ( I) ^ r. 

mcrci 
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increafcd the number of his forces, was coming to their re- 
lief, but was prevented by a deep fiiow, and forced to with- 
draw into winter-quarters ; foon after which-, he c^ufed both 
Antiothui and Jonathan ^ with his two funs, to b 'n ordered ( R), 
as v/e have elfcwhere related, and returned to ^yr 'ta. As (bon Jonathan 
as he was gone, Simon ordered their bone; to be fetched at 

that place, and to be depofited in he fcpulcre of his fathers ^^>din. 
at Mo'itn^ with the folcmnity fuitahlc to his rank, and then of 
cauled a ftately monument to be reued over it » (S). flood 

His next care was, to fend an enibaify to the Ro?>um fenate, 
to notify to them the rieachcrous murder of his brother, with^^^' 
his fucceflion to Jii.s oditc, and to icnewhis airnricc witli them. 

^riiey were to do th_* lime with the Lucedaminia^'s^ and ia 
both places they were received w'lth great h^noar. ]]oth na- 
tions fliewed an iincoiiinion refentmentat Ti \phc?'\ treachery, 
and chcarr’ully renewed their fiiendlhip with Simor ; to wlv'iu 
they lent back lett )f c )ngiatul »ti mis on his aci efiiiMi to the 
yewijh high-prallhijo 1 and govirnment, together with the la- 
tihcation of th nr alliance, ingraved on copper. All which 
in^ rece-veJ, S.mon cauled tlkiii to be read before their great Rome <77/// 
aflemhlv ; and th mi fet about loi tif\ 111 >; afrelh both ^.rufalcm^ Sparta r# - 
and other places of yud^Uy and railing new fi>ices againlf uiv;/, uert'. 
future invdfi.^n \ lli\iiit thus ( ir lfren7,tliened hinnllf hy 
alliances, and the land wiili jiien, arms, ami olh.*r nectirirv 
ftoti'cs, he lent an cnibifly to Defhrtrinsy whom ‘iiypl on 
by this time ftnpped of almott hi> whvde kiogdorn , aiu ‘ trim 
his letter to imn, olFoicd to acknovvjege him king of Syria^ 


^ 1 Macc. xiii. 20, & fcq. Ant. ubi fupia. ^ liJ. ibid. 


(R) 'rhe text fays, that it was 
at Bofiama that he caufed the 
three lalf to be put to death, and 
buried ; but it is not eafy to lind 
the fituatioii of that place; only 
one may conjecture, that it was 
in the land of Qihad, where he 
is faid to have taken liis winter- 
quarters. yofiphus calls the place 
Bafca (2). 

( Sj This noble piece of archi- 
tefture Hood on an eminence, 
whicn commanded the whole 
country round about ; and, being 
itfelf raifed to a valt height, 
was feen at a great dillancc at 
fca, and ferved for a land-mark. 

(2) yifJt, /, xiii. f. II. (3 


It was made of white marble, 
curioufly carved and polilhed. 
S////ef» cinifcd alfo feven pyramids 
to be built round it ; to wit, two 
for his father and mother, and 
four for hio four brethren, and 
the lail for hiinfclf. I'hc whole 
wa> (iirroundcd with a Ihitely 
portico, whole arches wltc fup- 
porteJ by marble pillar.^, each 
of a whole piece. '^I he top of it 
w as adorned with fliields, armour, 
(hips, and other fuch embclliui- 
ments curioufly carved. All which 
were dill to be feen, not only in 
Joftphusy but in Eu/ebius and 
St. Jerome time (3). 

I II id, Eufeb, S Uter. loc, Hebr, 

Y 3 


and 
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Demctri- 
usV an- 
Jhuer^ and 
large 
grants. 


and to aflift him in the recovery of his kingdom from the 
uhirper, upjri condition, that he confirmed him in all his 
digihtics, and Ivs country in all their privileges and inimiinities- 
He backvd his offers with a rich crown of gold, and fome 
utiier prrfents ; and Denutrius^ fincerely glad to accept the 
conuitioj^s, ient him a letter under the royal lignaturc, by 
which he granted all his demands, together with a general 
amneffy and oblivion for all part hoftilitics, and conftituted 
Simon iovereign prince of the ycwij 7 j nation, and freed his land 
from all toreigii yoke. From this tiiiie Sitnon touk upon him 
the name and authority of prince and liigh-p i of th^yews ; 
which dignities having been confirmed to him, and 10 his dc- 
fceridc'ins, the next year, by an acl of the fanhedrin, all public 
ad>s were ordered from thenceforward to be made in his 
name (1). 


(T) In purfuance and by vir- 
tue of ihis giaiit, the ‘/l'Zvs from 
ih.'U lime eeaicd to date their 
and otlia- inJtrumcntj, 
as for: : , by li.c re'gns of the 

drard them by 
tl'». yea:* af and his fiiccef- 

• \ \ Th’s cliv’ ige was made 
by tiie general alienibly of the 
Innh prleiis and ciders, 
wln rein the fepreme government 
:raJ ji;-h-pricil]io d \/cre he- 
ilowed ov. Simo'T, upon aecoiinl 
of his oicrit exploits, and cx 
traurdinary incrii, which .irellierc 
cniimcKircd (<) ; ur.d with tJiis 
farther addnior, that ihofe dig- 
nitje-i h:r?..hi he intailed on liis 
jv.*jieriLy, we obferved in a 
htlL note. M'^reO”. cr n copy of 
ihe'.p,i;t, wind) was infcrlbcd, 
Kntg >' into •V/V '/a; the 

Ihgh-pj ;c!r, and fiend of kings, 
and to rhe elder', a”d naLion of 
the (6;, was ordered to be 
ingrai cd on fabler- of brafN, and 
to be np in the fan^luary, 

iind ihc Or iginal to be dcpofited 
among rhe.irchivcs of the nation. 

I’hi-s g/ant, which continued 


fome generations in his family, 
was dated on the eighteentJi day 
of the month E/u/, anfwering in 
part to our /JugnJI, in the hun- 
drcdtii and fevcnty-fccond year of 
ihc Si/ihddz^ and the third of 
Sin:3^;\ poiui 'icate It i.. faid to 
be given rt the general afiembJy, 
held at ^prr.niad^ which the mar- 
gin of our Eiig verfion ‘fup- 
pofes, with VrlrNu^ and others, 
to mean 'Ju ufrlcm^ by trarifpofi- 
tioii (>f the letters. The Vulgnte 
reads it .Ijonu.nl^ \\hieli, if right, 
mny be properly enougi'duppofed 
to be put, according to the Greek 
w’ay of writing i ':y words and 
name , for Chuz^nr-melloy or the 
co irt or porj? of Miliu. Millo was 
the deep valley between oldy<?r//- 
and the city of Da^id; 
wdiicli that mctnarch, and after 
him S'ilomon^ caufed to be iilled 
up at a vail labour and charge, 
and was therefore called by tJiat 
name from the Hebn'-w root, 
which fignifics to fill (7) ; but 
whetlier this ronjedure be right, 
or what the meaning of Saratnael 
or /^far -iTnel is, is hard to guefs. 

wr. 4, fijT feej, [ 6 ) Jbid, capm 
the appendix to the bjiory of the 

Simonas 


fji) i (c.) JhiJ. 

a'l'- r6- (7) X'.' W. ii. p, 468, fj- and 

W. iv. p. jo'f, ^ 
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§iman*$ main bufineis now was, to ftrungthin htmfcif in his Simon 
ne»v dignity ; to which end, he fet about repairing ind fai fat f firs 
tifying all his garifons afrefli ; efpecially thit of Juda.a. 

wlucii, being on the confines of Jvdaa^ had been formerly 
made the duet migazine of the encm), and ^tas like to be 
one of the li ft places they would attempt. He therefore to ;k 
care to fe urc it with good wails, toweis, and ammunition, 
and With a garifon of the ftoutelt \ivs. About the fame 
time he fent ^‘Jonathan the fon ot /hijulorn^ with a good arm\, 
to befiege Joppt , whi^h being tiken, he dio\e out all its xw^TaLs 
habitants, filled it with men oi his own nation, repaiied itsJ°PP^» 
fort fications, ind, liKingthe htuation of it, built hiiiifclf an 
houfe, ana fettltd there (U). About the fame time, l^imon 
w nt with m uher aim) to reduce the city of Gaza^ or, asrtWGa 7 a. 
foil!' m'>r^ p Ob Mv guefs, that of t 9 itzata\ whidi had re- 
volted c\^r i\\ L fo athan\ death. He battered it fomc con- 
fiderable time wkli his engines, rnJ was juft on the point 
of ftorming i , wh. ii the inhabitants appeared the wills, 
men, women, and children, with the'r do ths rent, and im- 
pioied his mercy with fuch doleful cries, as prevailed upon 
him to fpiic their lives, and to lend them aw.y to fhdt lot 
themf-lves whwte they could He enttitd the town, and pu- 
rified it or allots idolatrous monuments; put a firing gaiifon 
of y^ws into It, and caufed an I oufe to be built foi iiimfelf, 
to which he often retired, eithci for lelaxatioii, or to keep 


the^iicighbourhood in order 

On the n^xt year, the foiticfs of which Ind been 

invtfted, as we hinted above, neat two is, without any 
fupply from without, being now reduced by famine, began 
to capitulate, aftei it had been held by the imn aliout 
twenty- five ycais, to the great nuifance of the ftwijh nation. 
Simon ^ who wanted to be rid of them at any rite, gave them 
leave to march out peaceabl} , whilft he and hi^ troops enteied 


Yeai of 
the (lood 
2206 
Eef Chr 
142. 

Aci i / II 


^SeePaiD conncdl fuban 43 and the following pige, not (WJ. 
w 1 Macc xiii At \v paff. JosLru aiii 1 \iii c 9, wVftq. 


(U) The place from this time ever fince, not\vithft.inding Its 
became the he id fea port to fi being a dangerous one, by rtafoii 
rufalem and all Jiuieray being of the great locks tint he before 
diftint about foity miles fiom at (9); though, in othei refpefts, 
Jerujaliniy and opening a trUdc very pit ifantt being fituatc on a 
to all the Mid tin am an coails be uUiful plain, and having 
and iflands Shalw M tells us, fua on the fouth, Cer/a/ta on 
it was a port of the in his the north, and Ramah on the 
time; and it has continued fo call (1). 

(8) G 0(rr, /. XVI (9) yfe/>l h lu Jud /.lU. f. 15, 

Falaftt cr fup^ vsCii ^*243. 


(ij Fid, aU 

it 
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it mth palms in their hands^ at the found of their trumpets, 
and other inftrumcnts, accompanied with fongs, and other 
dcmonftrations of joy. At firft he ordered it to be luftrated 
and cleanfed, intending probably to put ^Jewijh garifon in it: 
but having thought better on it, he called a grand council, 
and piopofcd to them the demolifliing both of it, and of tlie 
hill on which it flood w. This propofal met with a general 
approbation ; the work was immediately fet about, and carried 
on with indefatigable afliduity, duiing the fpacc of thjee years ; 
every man taking his turn in it, till the mountain was brought 
down to the level of that of the temple, that it might never 
more be in a condition to annoy it ( VV). It was in this year, 
that the great fanhednn, and the whole aflembly of the 
confirmed to him all his dignities, and intailcd them on his 
poflerity, in confideration of the eminent fervices he had done 
to his country ; which are thercfoie iccapitulatcd (X) in 

preamble 

^ lid ibid, ad (in. 


(W) This circumftance of de- 
mob fhing the fortrefs, and the 
hill, which we have mentioned 
out of Joftphuty and thofc who 
have followed him, is not only 
omitted, but Teems even contra- 
difted, by the lirll book of Mac- 
cabtti^ which affirms (2), that 5 /- 
mon fortified and garifoncd it with 
Jc^Ls ; and in the very next chap- 
ter, that Antiochus lent Simon a 
challenge to furrender it to him 
(3\ which was three yeara after. 

However, fince that fortrefs 
was actually demoliihcd, and the 
hill itfelf lowered to the level of 
the temple, it is likely, tlmt ^o- 
fephits has only antedated it by 
fome ycp’-s. 

All t'ub while, Simon employed 
another fet of hands, in repairing 
and fortifying the outer wall, 
and othei parts of the temple, 
building of new apartments, par- 
ticularly a palace for hunfrlf, 
where he dwelt from thenceforth. 
In memory of the fui render of 
that fortrefs Simon ordered a 
feilival to be kept yearly ; and 

(2) 1 Mdcc. XIV. 36, 3;, (3) C. 


that he might the more fully 
attend on the rcligioub and civil 
affaiis of the nation, appointed 
his fon ^obn general of all his 
forces, and ordered him to fix his 
rcfidence at Gazara (4), as was 
lately obferved. 

(X' Among other things, that 
arc there mentioned to his great 
honour, it was not a fmall one, 
that Judfta enjoyed a peifedl 
peace during the whole time of 
his government, whilft Sytta, and 
other neighbouring kingdoms, 
weie almoft dellro^cd by the 
wars, which were there raifed 
by competitors to their crowns, 
by traitois, and hoftile depre- 
dations fo that it is there ob- 
ferved, that the lived qui- 
etly every man under his vine 
and fig-tree, enjoying without 
fear the fruits of his labours, 
and beholding with pleafure the 
flourifhmg Hate of his country ; 
theii trade increafed by the re- 
dudiion of Joppa, and other ma- 
ritim places; their territories 
inlarged ; and their religion and 

XV. 28. (4) C,xui,49, 

bberties 
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preamble to their decree, whicli we have had occafion to men- 
tion a little hi^^her. 

We have in a former chapter -^, h >w Drmrfnus^ Year of 
driven from his tioininions. Sad Ik-co takei., anJ k'‘pt prir)nT, the flood 
hy the Parthians, whilft Tr;;//W’s tVKtiiny c.- d a j^enoral 2208. 
defeiSion from him to Cleopatra. p-ii'c^f-. defpairing Bef. Chr. 

ever to recover her captive lufbanJ, feijt to invite h's brother H®- 
Antiochus out of his retirement, to ni ike a pufh f >r the Syi'ian 
crown. Upon his cnmif*g therefore to hvi, he Tent a very 
obliging letter to lire l.i_h-piklU in whicli he c.uifirnied 

to him all his d'gniii levcmir*', ?iiJ author i' v ; air I to his 

nation all llie freedom and imrnnniti s, whi h hid Seen for- 
merly gianted to tlicm hy Ii's hiviih. i, 01 whicli they were 
now 111 a£tual pofllfliun (d. 'i'o this he il befilj- min\ Simon <?/- 
great pjoiniies, a oowci <»I coming i lu ir owirni'iie) \wj i 
which that poiitifl* iiniii' dijtely mad*, ule of Uuc 


* Vol. ix. p. 328,5. ft'q. 


liberties fecured ; their town*' and 
other fortrcfl'es wed gaiiiont.d; 
their army under gooddifcipUne ; 
the land fi*ec fynu heathen cue 
mies, andyc a^/Z' apoltah's j thiMr 
fritndflrip couittd by all tiiv 11 1 
tion% about th< m, and ( h^ 
the/?5/;;^m and C c I ; rnd i’at\a- 
felves free fi oin .aiy forvij^n ) ol'c, 
and fiom danger ofiiivarKri (t;). 

His panegyrift adds, that he 
was no lefs zealous for the fer- 
vice of God, in exterminating 
apoftafy, fuperllition, idolatry, 
and every thing elfc that was 
contrary to his laws ; that he was 
a great protestor of the true /j'ni- 
elltesy and a friend to the* poor ; 
that he rellorcd the ferv ice of the 
temple to its anticiit fplcndor, 
and multiplied its facred iitenfils; 
fo that we need not v/onder, if 
tht Jle^v/y/j fanhedrin thought 510 
dignity or honour too gre.it for 
a man of fuch uncommon iiieiil. 

The yenvi/^ chronologcrs tell 
us moreover, that in his days, 
and about this time, dourifhed 

(5) I Macc. xiv. ^ , fsf (0) ‘«f 

( 7 ) See ivhat bai been Jnjd, r,'//, iii. ii 


thofo two great lights of their 

O O 

f) nagogiie, S mo>f 
and Jt hit L /» /? ft Ci direJu 
of the diiinii} f '^ool , at 
Jal, ni ; and lli i' t'i( (or u *r v\ is 
prcfidj.il, ami tli ' laOiT vicc- 
piifi.lci , of i!io fall’" diia ( 0 ). 

(Y) Sevcial piece ' of tliis/ f-.e- 
/yZ> coin are Hill pre cr\ ed by the 
cuiio IS : tiie inli lip'imi ol lomc 
of riicni ii, 7hi J tkcl or hAf- 
Jt dll of 1ft ad \ in others, the 
frit or fecondjt^V. year of the 
deliverance of Ifraily of Sion, of 
ytraJaLm, hz. Others again are 
iiifcribed, Sinn^i prince of 1/httL 
What is remarkable in tlicfc in- 
fcripiions is, thit they are not 
in the new /if\nrp cliarader, 
adopted by £ './S', but in tlve old 
Sami^rUar-, fer uhicli no other 
rcafoii can be aliign^*d, if tiioy be 
authentic ( 7 ), except that Sinrn 
wab v.illhig to preferve the an- 
tieiit foi ni of thofc that had been 
coined before the captivity, as 
well in tlic character, as the me- 
tal, figure, and weiglit. 

^>h. '"f.nhajin, Shitljhel, hakkahal. ^ alih. 

Accordingly, 
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that prince had eftahliiijea lumfclf on his throne by the mar- 
riage of Clr.patra^ and the death of TrypLonY^ Simon^ whe- 
Alh jcr th».r he iiJpedlcd the fincerity of his late promifes, or was 
rf» ‘r'.ii willing to make his frieiiclfhip to him appear more confiderabJc, 
fjnt a lufii embaffy to Ro^fte, to leaew and ftrengtben his 
Rome, alliance With that nation (Z). 

Thl Icn itc’b letter to the king of S)na w *8 indccil direfled 
to It bein^ written before that prince’s falling into 

Antio- the hands of Pari hit. n but had it been dncLled to 

chusV /// ttochr^ it is likcl), he would have had is lirilc regard to it, 
ritin » i to jj, jij* to tnat, which h^' In ) Lnt t ) the Jeiulfi chief. For 
ijimou. even whilft he was befnging of Ttyphon in whither 

Simon fent him two thoufand chofen men with warlike ftores, 
engines, and other ammunition ; inftead of accepting of ti)cm, 
he fent them all back, together with a threatening mtflage 
to S mon^ infifl-ing upon his furrcndei of ^'foppa, Gazara, and 
thecitad.l of 'JoufaUm^ winch, he faid, belonged to the 
crown of Syria^ or clfe to pay him fi/e hundred talents for 
each, and five hundred more for the ravages wliich theyrw/jhad 
Athene- committed in his dominion. Jtbenobiu^^nwQ of that monarch’s 
biui/it/t favourites, was the pci Ton who was dilpatchcJ upon that er- 
io Jerafa- rand: he came accoidingly lojerufahtn^ and beheld with 
Icm. wonder the nchnefs and fplendor of the high-prioft’s court, at 
the fame time that he iafoimcd him of his mafter’s demands'-. 

y Vol ix. p. 331, & fcq. 2 Conf. i Macc.xv. z 8, & fcq. ^„'»nt' 
1. Jtiii. c. 13. 

Accordingly, thefe, hke the a th. ufiiTul amounting, 

old onc'j, have on the cic fid^‘ a according to the losvcll value of 
enp, or piichcr, luppolcd to ha\e the 'Ittr rii'u\ to fi\ty thou 
b *eii the pot of manna, an J on fund poand of our money. Ifis 
the other a 1 1 aiic h or budding ri>d dc piulc > w ci c n ccived with the 
of Aorov^ or a palmbr.imh; ulual honoiiio, and procured let- 
lomc a vine, othcis a hunch of tv*i. fioin the Icnate to the 
grapes, or a whcat-fl»taf; fome kings of Eg-^pt^ Ptrgamus^ 
have two doves othc. . two tow- Cappudoua^ axid other Hates, to 
CTs, or the fron. of an edifice, notify their alliance with the 
fuppoll (. to be that of the temple. 'Jc zcj, and to threaten them with 
ThOiC we have left of him are an immediate war, who Ihould 
all of filver; whether he coined venture to commit any hoHilides 
any in gold, is not certain ; the againftthem } and ordering them, 
king’s letter menjtionj neither if-anyy^^-w//^ criminals ,apoftates, 
metal, but permits* him in ge- or other outlaws, had 

neral to c( in his own money. Iheltcred themfcives in their do- 
(Z) Among other valuable minions, to fend them bound to 
prclcnus whi( h he fent, one was the Je'wiJ/j high-pricH, if de- 
•I lliicld of gold, which weighed niandcd by him (S). 

(^) z AUccab^ ubi fup, ar4, uU 

Simm^ 
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Simon^ nothing terrified at this m^flige, anfwered him coolly, SimonV 
thdt he was in pofleflion of nothing but what wa, the to 

ritance of his anceftors ; except indeed ihc foitrclles ot 'Jop^^ath' Syrian 
ami Gazaray wdiich he had been forced to to 

the continual ravages and devaftations they made in y 
that for thefe therefore he was willing to pay the king a hun- 
dred talents ; but, as to the fortie^s f AtrUy he could by no 
means think, that he had any right to demand it from him. 
Athenohiu^ did not ft y to make any reply, but went oft’Atheno- 
abrupilv, and n turned ro Antiochu^y who was (till cairyint?; onbius cx^ 
the jic‘'e of Dora^ and to whom h * icturned the anfwer which 
the y^wtjh pontifFhad given him. He likcwife related to 
the pomp and giaiulcur of his houfhold, the great (|umtity,?^^^{^^^^ 
of filvei and aold veffels ufed at his table, and other fuch marks^^^^^^* 
of the 'Jiivijh wealth, which he knew would not fail to in- 
cenfe that nu n.iich againft him ; for, as y(?yc/>/w oblcrves, 
he was vciy covetous, and conlequcnlly ungiatcful, and coiiid 
not fad envying him fo much riches and grandeui ; and juft 
fo it happened. Ant ij thus y forgetting at once his letter, and 
Slmon\ leivi^Co, ordered CendtbeitSy one of his nobles, to in- 
vade "Jiidaci with a powerful army, whilft himfelf went with 
another in puifuit of the triitoi Iryphon ^ 

CendtheuSy haviirj; received the government of all the coafts 
iA PhoiniLia and Pula’/imcy and being at the head of a pow-^''^^ 6 ^ 
erfu^army ol hoile and foot, begin his expedition with for-^^^^^’" 
tifying the town of CedroUy or, as the Vulgate perhaps more 
properly culls it, Gtdor a place advantageoufly fituated ; 
and putting a ftrong ganfon iii it. In the mean time he him- ^zoo 
fclf marched towards 'Japinia and '^J^ppa \ from whence he 
made many inroads into y//^4c^, took a gi eat number of pri- 
foners, and laid waftc al! that part of the countiy The 
news of it foon readied Johny who, as we hinted above, was 
mude general of the Jcwijh forces, and kept his refidcnce at 
Gazara, He went immediatdy to 'Jcrufahiny to acquaints, 
his father with it ; and Simony being by this time too old 
head the Jewijh troops, called his two brave fons, to wit, 
yohny and his brother yW^j, to whom he committed the 
command of them ; charging them, on hi> blcffiiig, to imitate 
the valour of their brave uncles, and to venture tiieir lives in 
defence of their religion and liberties (A). On thefe two 

* f fetting 

* 1 Macc. XV. 38, k feq. Antiq 1 . \iii. c 1 2;h 13. ^ Dc hac 

vid. Josh. xv. 58. ‘ i Macc. ibid. 40, h feq. Joslph. ubi fupra. 


(A) Here again Jnfephus ( 9 ) cahetSy and makes the good 
differs from the book of Muc- old prieft forget Ins age, and 

(9/-^/!.%./, xui. c. »3» 

fally 
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^fetting out at the head of twenty thoufand choice foot, befldes 
'fome horfe, they encamped on the firil night at Medin ; and 
on the morrow, as they advanced towards the plain, they came 
in fight ot the enemy, and drew fo near each other, that only 
a brook parted the two armies. That of y&hn at firft ex- 
prefTcd fome reluftancy to crofs it ; hut he, afhamed of their 
en- backA\ ardnefs, flung hintfelf flifl into it, and moved forward ; 
gage and which fo animated his men, that they immediately followed 
dtfeat him. As foon as they were got over, he ranged them in 

him, order of battle, with his cavalry in the centie. An obftinate 

onfet immediately enfued, in which the enemy being feized 
with a ludden fright at the found of the facied trumpets, im- 
mediately gave way. Many them were killed and wounded, 
and the reft fled ; fome to the feonccs, which they had in 
the plains of Axotus^ where about two thoufand of them 
perifbed in the flames ; yohn^ now fur named Hyrcan (B), 
having caufed them to be fet on fiie. The reft, with Cende- 
heus^ fled as far as Cedron^ the place lately fortified by him, 
and return y ohn puifued him all the way thither; after which he 

faced about, and came and rejoined his brother yudas ; who, 
having received fome wounds in the action, had been forced 
to ftay behind. The two biotheis, having by this defeat cleared 
thofe parts from the Sytian troops, led their ATiftorious army 
back to yerufalem^ without any confiderable lofs After 
th.s, yuJaa continued quiet and free from iiivafion, tilj^ the 

^ I Macc. xvi. I, ^ feq. 

fally out at the Iftad of Lis a native of or on fome 
troops, with as much vigour and other account (2). 
refolution, as if he had been in Jofiphus Btn Gorton fays,it pafT- 
hib prime : fo fond is he to railc ed from the eldeft fon of Simon, 
the charadler of his dwn au- who was called Hyrcan, to his 
ceftors. brother yo/v/ (3;; others think 

(B) The fourth book of the he had it given him on account 
M fccahecs, of which we have of his beating the r4l; 
given ar account in a former all without any certainty ; fince 
iiote(i}, tells us, that John re- neither the firft book of Macca- 
ceived the furname of Hyrcan, on bees, nor jofepbus, give us any 
account of his defeating a famous reafon for it: beiides, we have 
general of that name, and kill- feen, that all the fons of Matta- 
ing him with hk own hand; thias had their particular fur- 
which fome think' may be the names ; fome of them more un- 
OW<‘i&/’ffj,whom he here defeated, common, and as little to be ac« 
w'ho might be alfo furnamed counted for, as this of Hyrcan, 
Hyrearus, cither becaufe he was 

4 (i) Sup,p, 252, f« fin not, (S). ( 2 ) Cjlmet, h,fi. V, T. fub A M, 3869. 

(3) Zr. IV, c, 2 . (4) Eujtb, tn chron% S, Sever, bifi, 1, 11, CT at, 

murder 
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iniii'der of their Wotthy high-prieft, which happened about 
three yeafa after, and brought Antuchus again with an army 
againit that metropolis. The manner in which this perfidious 
aft was perpetrated, was as follows. 

Simon had then a fon-in-law named Plolemy^ the fon of 
Abadus^ whom he had made governor of Jericho^ and its ter- 
ritories, and who was grown exceeding rich in that govern- 
ment ; but fuch was his ambition, that nothing lefs could fa- 
tisfy him than his being matter of all Jtidaa. This wretch 
took the opportunity Simon's making a progrefs about the 
country with his two fons Judas and Matthias^ to invite them 
to his cattle of Dog^ where he had prepared a fumptuous enter- Simon 
tainment for them. The old pontiff, wlio fufpefted nothing freacb^^ 
lefs than fuch an horrid defign, was eafily perfuaded to accept 
of tlie invitation ; but, after they had feafted and drank pretty by 
freely, fome ruffians, whom he had privately potted, rulhedftolemy. 
upon the three guefls, and murdered them. His defign was to Year of 
have cut oft' llyrcan alfo, who w s then at Gavtara ; to which the flood 
end he had difpatched fome mefTengers to invite or bring him 2213. 
to him : hut, happily for him, one of his father’s retinue, Clir. 
who had cfcaped the fla tighter, had brought notice to him of ^ 35 - 
what had pafl'ed ; fu that Hyrcan was beforehand with him, 
and caufed hk meffengers to be taken, and put to death (C). 

llyrcan^ 

(C) Thus far goes the firfl: To begin then with fome of 

book ' - - improbabilities with which 

concludes its epocha of forty years he continues the hiflory of this 
with this efcape of Hyrcan, and high-priell, he tells us (6 \ that 
refers us for the remainder of his as foon as was inllallcd in his 
life and actions to a book of chro- new dignities, he put himfclf at 
nicies (5) Jong fincc loll; fb that the head of the 'Jen^jiJh army, 
we mull now fill up the fequelof and went and befieged Ptolemy in 
the hillory for the moll his calllc of Oog or Dagon^ where 

part out of JoJephus ; in the fol- he Hill kept alive wife,and 

lowing of whom care lhall be his two fons, contrary 10 the 
taken to difeover fuch errors of book of Maccabees^ which fjys, 
his, as are either accidental or chat he aflalTinaicd the two latter 
otherwife, by comparing him with with their old father, and meii- 
himfelf, or other hillorians, till tions nothing of the wife, 
we come to the facred ones of the He goes on, and tells us, that 
Nefw Teft ament i fo that whai- as/f^vcfl;/ went on with the hege, 
ever we And in him, that either Ptolemy caul^ his mother and 
bears not an authentic face, or two brother^o be brought upon 
clalhes, or has been confuted by the walls of the cattle, and there 
ocher authors, will be either had them Yeverely fcourged, 
thrown into the notes, or, if of threatening at the fame time to 
fmall moment, quite let attde. call them headlong down, if he 

(5) (^) I- xin. c. 14^ Q 1^. ^ bell Jud. I i. c. %. 

3 did 
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Hyrcan^ thinking himfc'lf now no longer fafe there, made 
the belt of his way to yci ufalenty whether Ptolemy arrived as 
foon as lie. Both ofFcicd themlelves at different gates, and 
dcm.iiicled admittance 5 but Jiyrcan was received out of re- 
fpedt to his woiiii ' fath.-r, whilft his murderer, and the men 
that c..m^ With him, h.d the mortification to be repulfed. 
Hyrcan Hycmi was immcdiaceJ/ declared prince and high-prielt in his 
fucceeds fuhers ftcad, and put himfelf at the heaa of his army, forti- 
Simon. ficJ hiinlclt in the mountain of the temple, and provided 
every way for his own fafety, and for that of the city and 
Ptolemy countiy. On the other hand, PtoLmy^ feting himfclf difap- 
is repuljed.^oinicd in hh o\\ Hyrcan yerufaUfit^ and having 

in vain endeavoured to bribe fome of the licads of the yews 
over to his inttreft by fumptuous promifes was at length le- 
^luccd t ) the neccllity of writing to Antiochus^ to acquaint him 
with what he had done, and to beg of him to tumc to his 

didnotdcfift; and that the old the feaft of tabernacles, and not 
lady, obferving her fon to relent the fibbatic year, obliged that 
at the light of her danger and pontijfF to repair to yerufalem to 
cruel ulage, made figns for him perfoim the funflion of his office; 
to go on with the fiegc, and to during which folemnity Ptolemy 
take no thought of her fafety or found means to efcape far enough 
life; and th.»t her fon, being out of his 1 each, 
unable to fee them fo crueHy tor- This account, did it not con- 
tuicd, did as bfeen flacken his tradidl the firlt book of M^cca- 
hand. bec^^ which exprefly fays, that 

At l-’ngth, continues he, the tlie father and the two fons were 
fabLatic or feventh >ear being murdered at the fame time (7), 
come, which was a >car of lell would be much more probable 
as well as the feventh da>, and than that of Jofephus^ at Icaft 
7^7 frt;/ upon that account oblig’d with legard to the fufpenfion of 
to raife ihc ficgc, th s gave the the fiegc; fince there is no law 
murderer an opportunity to cfc ipe that obliged the Je-jos to abftain 
beyond Jord^'n ; fo that, laving from war, efpecially a defenfive 
put to death his three pnli;neri>, one, during the flbbatic year : 
lie rcti: cd toZr»Oy(\.u named Coty- if thei e had, how could they have 
/^7f,wlio had ufurped the govern- continued a nation without a mi- 
incnt of the city of PhiUJelphia. racle ? And yt\.yofephus affirms 
The fourth book of Macca- it not only to have been the caufe 
lees tells us much the fame of Ifyrcan\ raifing the flcge of 
llory, und only differs in two D ooff, but of Antiochus's taking 
circiiinl’anccsfionl/o/?^/^* j. The tEc advantage of it to invade 
firli is, that G\/^:<7,'and miyrtu- dfva^ and belicging its metropolis. 

was the pkjCC where liyr- The fiegc of Dagon is therefore 
can w received and prefer! ed to juftly called in queftion by fcveral 
the aflaiiin; and the fccond, that learned men (8). 

(?) P' *• ’' 'f’- ( ^) al, Salun, anna/, fub A, M. 3929. 

C :>o- . A C Ijj.r.Uh A. M, 3i?tg, 
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aififtance ; promifing him at the fame time to reduce all 
"Juda sunder him, providfed he made him governor of it. 
Antiochus^ whom the late defeat of Cendeheus had ftill mure 
exafperated againft the Jews^ eafily embraced his offer, and 
was adiually coming with a powerful army to iiis aififtance ; 
but whether through fear, or for whatever ether reafon, and 
the rebel did not think fit to flay till his arrival, but fled difappears. 
Zenoj tyrant of the city of Philadelphia What became of 
the wretch after waids, we cannot find. The author of the 
fourth book of Maccahccs adds to what we obferved in the laft 
note, that, after he had killed the mother and two hi others of 
Hyrcan^ he fled, and retired into fome place where he co’ild 
not be come at, whilft Hyrcan was detained at "Jcuifaltm to Year of 
perform the prieftly funftion, it being then the fealt ot taber- the flood 
nacles. All we know is, that no further mention is made (f 2213. 
him, cither by Joftphus^ or the firft book of tlic AdciLcab.e^y^^^' 
fincc his flight into Philadelphia. * 3 v 

Antioihus^ allured into "Judeta^ partly at the news of the 
brave S/Vw^w’s death, and of the riches of his fucceffor, and J 
partly by the fair offers which the traitor Ptolemy had made 
him, entered JueUa on the fame year with a powerful 
and went diredly to bcliege Jcrnfalcm<^ diiviiig Uynan all the ^ ’ 
way before him, till he had Ihut him up with his men in that 
metropolis (D). 

As therefore no relief could be expeded from without, 
either of men or provifions, Plyrean bethought himfclf at fiilf 
of a way of ridding himfelf of all ufelcfs mouths, by putting 
them out of tlie city ; by which means they, being pent up 
between the wall and the enemies ditch, muff infallibly ha\e 
been ftarved in a little time, had they not been taken in 
again. What raiftd the compaifion of thofe within the w^all^, 
was the approaching feaft of tabernacles, which was ufually fo- 
lemnized with great joy and fcafting, and could not but have 
been very much diffurbed by the cries of their pcrifliing bre- 
thieii without. Hyrcan then fent to Antiochus to deffre a 
*■ See vol. ix. p. 332, & feq. 

(D) To inclofe him the more placed his men to annoy thofe that 
efFedlually, JoJephus tells us (6), defended the walh, wlulll he was 
that he crufed two deep and fpa- battering them from below. 
cious trenches to be dug round fephusvidds^ that his army fuffer- 
the city, and divided his army cd Ibmc tim^fbr want of water, 
into fc'ven camps ; fo that all and was at pngth relieved with 
poflibiiity of ingroAoregrefs was a good laflmg rain. On the* 
intirely llopped. He reared like- other hand, Ihe befleged made a 
wife an hundred towers, the vigorous defence, and, by their 
fourth book of Maccabees fays an frequent failies greatly annojed 
hundred and thirty, which were the bcfiegcrs. 
three ilurics high, upon which he 

Anti /•ziiitC, 15, 
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Antio- truce of fevcn days, that they ^litjht quietly celebrate that 
chub’j/Zr- fcftival ; wa^ 110c only readily granted, but that prince 

being t’icreby lliircd up to fonrie feme ot religion, fent them 
a coiilidcrablc number of vidini*;, with their horns gilt, to- 
gethcr wiili feveral rich vefl'elh of gold and filvcr ^ filled with 
precious perfume'?, and foinc money, arid other neceflarics, 
widch were, by llyrcans orders, thankfully received by the 
prielti at one ot the gates of the city, and thence conveyed into 
the temple. 'I'his untxpcdled iiiftance of the king’s piety and 
l.beialjty gave him fornc hopes, tliat a peace might probably be 
obtaiired horn him with tlte fame eafe. He was not mifiaken ; 
for Antiochus^ whether tired witli the brave and conftant de- 
fence of the befieged, or moved by foine other leafon, granted 
Antiochusit to him, upon the conditions which the reader may fee in 
tmcludesa the note (E). 

peace^ith HowLVER that was, the peace was figncd on both Tides, 
Jews* and the proper hoftag-s fent to AntioUms^ among whom was 

^ Aiit.xiii. C.16. Vide &Plut. in apophtheg. 

(E) That the Jezvs flioald de- ufual clemency, remitted this 
liver up their arms ; that the alfo. And yet Jofephus tells us, 
city-wall fliould be dcmolifhed ; that, when this peace was tranf- 
and that "JoJm fliould pay a cer- adtuig, the city was reduced to 
tain tribute for Joppa^ and other the laft extremity, having quite 
towns he held out of "Judaa, cxhaullcd all their provifions ; 
The king infilled hard upon two and, which is Hill more furprning, 
other conditions, namely, that that the befiegers were fo well in- 
they (hould receive a ga- formed of it, that they earneftly 

rifon into their metropohs ; and preffed the king to make ufe of 
fecondly, that the lortrefs of lo favourable an opportunity to 
Acra fiiould be rebuilt. The dellroy and extirpate the whole 
firll of thefe they bought off at 'Je'wiJh nation, w'hich they tra- 
thc price of five hundred taknts, duced to him in the bicterefl 
three hundred ot which were to terms, as the pell of mankind^ 
be paid inftantly, and the rell at and fworn enemies of all other 
fomedillanceof time. They like- nations; fo that, all things con- 
wife engaged to put into the lidercd, it feem^ us if Providence 
king’s hands a fufficient number had inicrpofed in their behalf, 
of hoft..ges, to alTure him ol their and had mollified that monarch’s 
future allegiance, that they might heart towards them. And an hca- 
bc wholly free from any com- then author owns (1), with 
incrce with llran^crs. As for fephus^ that it was owing to his 
the fccond, who remem- furpiifing goodnefs and genero- 
bered what a grieifous thorn in fity, that tlie whole nation had 
their fide the latt# fortrefs had not then been inlirely dcflroyed, 
been, would by no means agree and that they obtained a peace 
to the building of a new one ; upon fuch cafy terms, 
and the king, according to his 

(1} Diodor, iiicitl. //^/. /.xxxiv. apud P/jcf, 244. 

IJynan^^ 
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Hyrcarfs brother ; the city was difmantled ; the money paid; 
and the fiege raifd : I/yrcaa was forced to make ufc of a 

ftrange expedient to pibcure the three bundled talents ffipu- 
lated. It feems their trerfury was then at fo low an ebb, that 
it could not furnifli him with that fum ; fo ♦hat was 

forced to open an hidden treafure, which had br#*n laid up by 
fome of the kings of Judah Joftphm fays the tomb of 
David from which he took out *hree thouiand talents ; a 
thing which had never been attempted before by any of his 
predeceflbrs, nor was alter him by any, except by Hercd (F). 

With 

^ Lib. 4. Maccab. ^ Ubi fupra, oJ fin. & bell Judaic. 

. iv. c. 2. Sc alib. 


(F) The ftory of an hidden 
treafure, whether laid up by 
David^ or by any of his fuccef- 
fors, is jufily fufyedled by the 
judicious, as a fable invented by 
thofp two authors, without any 
foundation : only that of the 
Maccabees delivers it as a com- 
mon report ; whereas Jofephus 
affirms* it bot^ of H\fca 7 t and 
Hood without hefiration. 

That both J)azid and Solomon 
heaped up immenfe riches, we have 
formerly feen ; but that they 
caufed any pa t of them to be 
hidden under-ground, m* ch kls 
in their own tomb'., is no-wherc 
faid, cither by the facied or apo 
cryphal writers ; but the toniiai y 
may be fairly couched fiom 
them. For, if they had left any 
fuch hidden treafure, i^it likely, 
that their wicked fucccfibis, who 
made no fcruple to r’ile the 
temple of its facred utenfils and 
ornaments (2), would have left 
it untouched ? Is it likely, that 
good king H^cekiah would have 
chofen to take all the filvcr and 
the gold vcflcls of the temple, 
and even to tear off the gold with 
which the gates, piilais, and 
other parts of that facred build- 
ing were covered (3I, rather than 

(c) Vtve irt. a/. 2 A.'jt v.i. S. U 
(4) /> 2j6 l\ z Ml jl, u’. I ’ 

Voi.. X. 


to break into this immenfe, but 
ufelefs tieafure ? 

Again, IS it probable, had there 
been any fuch depofitory, that 
fo many JJyrian and Chald^ean 
inonarchs, as had formerly rifled 
both city and temple, would not 
have got fome knowlege of it, 
and gutted it of all its riches ? 
And if they had till then been 
preferved by fome kind of mi- 
racle for nothing kfs could do it), 
how Hp can dare to break 
in upon them, and not rather, 
like the good king above -men 
tioned, have r'fled the temple of 
lomc of its valuable orinmeiUj, 
which, by what we have feen 
hitheito, were by this time grown 
veiy numerous and coftly, by 
the gencrofity not only of hi^ 
prcdcccffors, but of foreign 
princes ? 

We have liiely feen, that 
there was a ircafury or bank in 
the temple, pait ol which con 
lifted of donatives for the fup- 
port of the pool, parti) of the 
portions and dow lies ot the fa- 
thcrlcfs and v/dow*-, and partly 

the fubliftiMe of the richer 
fort, who dcj^litcd their W'ealtii 
theie lor fccuiity i, bcfide= 
that which was allotted for the 

KMi. iS. (3) Jh'J.wiCy I'itCi'Jrf, 
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With this frcfli fupply he paid Antiochus^ and ventured to do 
ivhat had never been done before, to take a number of foreign 
troops into his fervice. This peace was followed by an 
alliance with Antiochus^ after which that monarch was invited 
into Jet ufalem with his chief officers, where be was received 
and fealled in a fumptuous manner ; and, after mutual alTurances 
of friendfbip and affiftance, the king let out for Syrta^ and 
Hytcan began to repair the breaches and damages which had 
Year of made during the fitge. This peace was made on the 
the flood ninth month after Simon\ death. Hyreanv/zs pun£tual in 
2217, his promifes to that prince for fome years after, and did him 
Bef. Chr. fcvcral fignal ferviccs in his war againft Phraaries^ fpoken of 
131. in a former chapter and bore a great fhare in the victories 
which that prince gained againft him (G). 

Antio- Antioebus was foon after defeated and killed, as has been 
chusV clfe where related ^ ; and Hyrcan^ in his return to Jtrufahm^ 

deaths took Aleppo^ and laid it under a tribute *. After this, find- 

Ycar of ing that the kingdom of Syria was rent with intcftinc difturb- 
the flood ances, and their cities naked and defencclcfs, he marched thi- 
n f rK * ^ army, rcfolved to feize upon fuch of them as 

Iset.Cnr. Jay moft convenient for him. I'hc firft he took was that of 
which coft him a fix months ficgc. From thtnee 

^ Vol. ix. p. 335« Vol. ix, p. 334. ^4 Maccab. 

maintenance of the divine fer, need? And might not that cun- 
vice (5). Now, if we confider, ning monarch colour this wicked 
that they were fo continually deed with the fpecious pretence, 
harafled with wars, invafionsand ihzvZHycanj a perfon of uncx- 
oppreflions, it is not improbable, ccptionable charadler, ht^d done 
that they depofitcd thefe riches in the fame thing upon the like 
fome proper fubterranean places, emergency (6) ? 
known but to a few trufly men at (G) Some authors think (7), 
the head of affairs, and kept the that it was in this war that John 
whole as much a fec;rct as pof- got the name of Hyi can^ on ac- 
iible. If therefore Hyrcan was count of fome fignal viAory he 
now hard pi efled to raife money, gained over the Hyfcamans. 
is It not me re probable, that he However that be, Jofephus tells 
borrowed it out of this bank, us (8 , on the authority of 
till better times enabled him to J^amafeen^ that Anttochus fhewed 
repay it? him fo much regard, as to halt 

But when Hetod totallyrifled two days on account of the feaft 
it for his own vjfe, if ever he bf pentecoft, becaufe it beginning 
really did fo, migit he not trump that year on the day immediately 
up this plaufible /ory, that it had following the fabbath, it was not 
b^n depofited there by Danjid^ law ful for the Je^ws to march on 
or his fuccefTors, againft times of thofe two days. 

(’5) 7. Maccab. \\i 6. (6) VtdeSalun U£e PtiJ^ (•») Eufeb, in 

clnr.huly. itv r, ah ylntij, L xuu c. J6. 

he 
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he went to that of Samega^ which he fubdued, with feveral 
others both in Arabia and Phcenicia From this time weHyrcaa 
may date the total deliverance of the Jews from the Syrianfiaket ^ 

J oke 5 for neither ht, nor any of his dcfcendents, paid either ^^#SyAi 
omage or obedience to thofc monarchs c er afterwards, butJ»^^. 
lived free, and independent on them From thence he 
turned his arms againft the Samaritans^ and took Shechem and/f/j 
Garizzimj and the temple lormerly built by Sanhallat^qiufis. 
and demolilhed it, after it had flood two hundred years, to^ 
gether with all the edifices, altars, and monuments, which 
had been built there hyje^ehel ; and put feveral of the Sama-- 
rttan priefls to death (H). The following year Idumea was 
likcwife conquered by him ®, where he caufed proclamation 
to be made throughout that province, obliging all thofc that 
would not be circumcifcd to depart out of the land ; but the 
/(/i/;w^/7»j,choofing rather to forfakc their old idolatry than their 
country, fubmittcd to his conditions, and weie from that timb 
incorporated into Hatjewijh commonwealth (I). 

Iir 

® Idem lb Josfph. antiq 1 . xiiL c. 17. Strab. geogr. I xvi. 

■ Justin. cxTkog 1. xxxvi c. i. ® Joseph, ubi fupra, & 
h XV . c. 1 1. Strabo, ubi fupra. Sec alfo vol. 11. p, 180, Sc feq. 


(H) Thefe two laft particulars, 
which we have out of the fourth 

i book of the Maccahets^ Jofephus 
fays nothing of, but only men- 
tions the dcmolifhmg of their 
temple, which was from that 
time never attempted to be re- 
built : however, the Shechcmites 
built themfelves an altar there, 
on which they offered their fa- 
crifices, according to the Mofaic 
law, and have continued to do fo 
ever fince. 

(I) From that time down- 

ward to the deflruflion of yeru~ 
falem by the Romans^ they conti- 
nued in the JevuiJh religion ; fo 
that the word figmhed 

no more than incorporate^ yews, 
in contradillinflion to thofe that 
were fo by natural defeent (9) ; 
and from their total difperfion, 
Che former name has been intire- 
ly abforbed in the latter. 

( 9) yjrdg PrtH con fub mnn, 1 20, nott t. 
(0 


With refpeft to thefe Idumean 
profelytes, it will be proper to 
obferve here, that Herod^ who 
obtained afterwards the kingdom 
of/«//^tf,was of that race. From 
his reign therefore the yciuijh 
writers beg-in to ftylc it mobo 
malkiith hagerim^ the 
kingdom or leign of profelytes 
or ftrangers; which not being 
obferved by Scalt^er and Munfter^ 
they have tranflated it the king- 
dom of the Hagarens ; but our 
learned XJJher h^s fufhciently con- 
futed that millake (8) . and we 
(hall further Ihew, when we come 
to the reign of that prince, that 
he was really one of ^tftldume^ 
ansy incorporated into, and there- 
by intit^d to all the privileges 
of, a ifetural Iftaelite. Theie 
wasind^xlto be this difference 
in the true Edmitesy that they 
could not intermarry with them 

Bumvrf, Uxw*Kab»Jubnioce^ZDifyA* 

Z e tiU 
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H>rcan In the year following Hyrcan feiu Simon the fon of JDe* 
renrwj his Jitheus^ and Apollonius the ion of Alexander^ on an emba/ly to 
aUeance the Roman fenate, to renew the alliancqi^hey had lately made 
nvUh with Simon his father, and feat fomc valuable prefents by 

Rome. them ( K). They met with an honourable reception at Romi^ 

Year of and a ready comphince with all then demands. The fenate, 
the flood befidcs the renewing of the alliance, granted the Jews the 
2219. pofll/Iion of 'foppa^ Gazaia^ and fonie other places, which 
Bef. Chr. jlfjtioihu^ had taken fiom them; and ordered the embafladois 
* 29 a liim out of the public treafury, to defray their charges home- 
wardb (Ij). 


till the third generation, accord- 
ing to the law of Mo/ss (2) ; but 
as wc have ihewn thefe Idumeans 
to be of a different race, or lather 
a mixture of other nations, how 
that matter was regulated by the 

'hednn, we know not. 

Wc have heretofore obierv- 
ed (3], that the word Edomite^ 
and Idumean, which often occurs 
in the rabbinic writings, is not 
that of any nation, but the name 
by which they call the Chrtftmns^ 
againfl whom they write, and is 
indeed one of the civilefl; but 
they oftener ufe thofe of goi^ 
heathen, and Rozri or Nvxarite^ 
and fometimes that of Samastfan 
and Cuthsan ; which caution we 
here repeat, to prevent thofe that 
read them being miilaken by any 
of thofe feigned names. 

(K) Among thefe the fourtli 
book of Maccabees mentions a 
Urge difh, and a fliieJd, amount- 
ing to fifty thoufand pieces of 
gold. That author mentionjs 
fome other particulars, which 
are not mjofephus ; fuch as, that 
the embaffa dors were made to fit 
down with the Roman conful ; 
that they were allowcd^e free 
exercifc of their religio}. ; and 
that the letter which they brought 
from the fenate to Hytcan, 
gave him the name and title of 
king, which that pontiff took 
(a) VtdeDeut^ xiiu 7, Se 


upon him, and bore it ih)m 
thenceforward. The letter is 
there inferted at full length ; but 
as it contains nothing particular, 
except that infciiption, we fhall 
refer the reader to chat book for 
it. 

( L) They likewife fent letters 
to all the governors of the pro- 
vinces through which they were 
to pafs in their return, to fee 
them treated with all the marks 
of honour due to their charader. 
The fenate likewife ordered, that 
all the complaints they had exhi- 
bited againfl the Sysians fhould 
be redrefifed; declared null and 
void all that Anttochus^ or his 
fucceiTor, had done, or fhould do, 
contrary to their late league with 
the late Je^wiJh high-pncfts ; that 
the Syrians fhould reimburfe to 
them all the lofles fuflalned by 
them, -and appointed commiflaries 
to come and fee the purport of 
their decree fully executed. The 
embafladors had likewife defired 
letters from the fenate, directed 
to all the princes and free flates 
with whom they were in alliance, 
to recommend they/‘itj^intereft 
to them ; but there being at that 
time other important matters on 
the tapis, the affair was deferred 
for further deliberation ; and 
they returned to Jervfalem high- 
ly fati«ficd with what they had. 

( 3 ) i8i,(Y). 


ThI:> 
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This cmbafly having fo, well fucceeded, Hyrcan^ on xhtJfficonJ 
next year, fent a new one with frefli prefents, to thank 
fenate for their laft favour, and to obtain a ratification of ^Wfent to 
their former decrees in their behalf; all which was readily 
'granted, and the embafladors returning, brought this new adf, 
which the reader may fee at full length in Jojtphus (M). By Yeir of 
thefc alliances he faw himfclf more and more ftrengtliencd in 
his dominions, whilft the kingdoms of SytiajinA Egypt wcre« 
troubled with continual wars. Mexandtr Zebtna^ having by 
this time mounted (he Syt tan xhrouc p, was glid tomikc him . 
his friend ; but being foon after killed, rnd fuccccdcd by An- 
tiochus Gf yphus y this laft fo refented it, that hew as pitpuing Y^ear of 
himfelf to invade yudaa ; but was happily prevented by Jus the flood 
brother, who was then levying an army at Qz/a/m, and 2222 
coming againfl: him. Hytcan left them to fight it out between 
them, without concerning himfclf on either hde, c hoofing n- 
ther to enjoy his foicreigii authority peacefully, which gave 
him an oppoi (unity of heaping up immcnfe treafures, by the 
tributes which he received both horn his own now flourifKing 
land, and fiom thofe countries which he had lately fubjedted 
to his dominions. At kngth fome hoftilifics, which the Sa* 
mat ty arts committed againft the city of Mare£a^ which was 
then in fricrtdftnp with him, ga\c him a fair handle for renew- _ 
mg the wai, which he had laiciv begun againft: thofe of the^^*^^^” 
city of Shechtnu He went ♦herefore with his two fons jtrilio , 

and Antigonus^ at the head of a powe ful aimy, am 
With all the pioper engines for the fiegc of bamana, which^j^uj. 
had been fince rebuilt and fertified (N). J hefe uuompafTed 

the 

P Vol ix. p 337, Be feq. 


(M) Heic JofepJ us his again 
committed a nvinifcft blunder, by 
infercing this decice in tiie wrong 
place {4), and inftead of another 
then granted by the fenate upon 
another occallon, and at the rc 
commendation of Jultus Cafat^ 
to Hyreanus the itcond 'I iiia 
has been fully proved by feveral 
learned men, whom the reader 
will find below (5) ; and he may 
furthei convince himfeJf of it by 
comparing the contrariety be- 
tween the decree itfelf, and the 
occaiion upon which the JenjutJ^ 


hiftorian there quotes it, w'lth 
rcfpedl to feveral other particu- 
lais, which the reader ma} fee 
at full from the authors lately 
named 

(N) It will be proper here to 
remind our readers, that thefei*.?- 
matUan^ weienot now of the old 
race io much hated Ly the Jens; 
for thefe, we have fecn a little 
higher, hadi^cn either deftroy- 
ed, 01 driv/n out of that metro* 
polls, by Greats 

for the muraer of his favourite 
Androntcut ; immediately after 


(4) Antta I XIV, c 16 (S) Scnli^ anmati inch on Fujeh rum 197** 

Ujffir. annal fub A, M» batten Jub A M 4007. 36. Pnd cemeSi* 

fub ana, 127. 
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Btfiigts the city with a wall, and a deep ditch, of about eighty fur- 
thiir capl-\oTi^<^ or four thoufand paces circuit; by which they foon re* 
tal ; duced the city to fuch fcarcity of provifions, that they began 
to eat all manner of unclean beads, fuch as cats, dogs, and 
other carrion. In this extremity they found means to fend and 
implore the alliftance of jfntiochus Cyzicenus^ who was now on 
the Syrian throne and who came accordingly with a great 
army to their relief 

Year of In the mean time the grand expiation-day being at hand, 
the flood Hyrcan was obliged to go up ioycrufalem to perform the office 
2228. of it, and left his two Ions to carry on the fiege. Upon their 
Bcf. Chr. hearing, that Antiochm was coming againft them, Arijiobulus 
I difpatched with part of the army to meet him. A 
bloody engagement enfued, in which the were to- 

^ f tally routed, and purfued as far as Scythopolis ; and Antiochus 
^ ^ efcaped with great difficulty. After this defeat, the fiege was 

renewed with fuch vigour, that Antlochm was again applied to ; 
but he not caring to hazard a fecoiid battle, contented him* 
felf with fending fix thoufand men to make a divcrfion in 
daay in hopes to oblige the yews to raife the fiege ; neither 
were thefc his own troops, but fuch as he had with fome diffi- 
culty obtained from the king of Egypt. We have already 
fecn the ill fuccefs of this expedition in a former vglume, as 
Utkes and betraying of Scythopolis to Hyrcan by Epicrates^ 

rafis Sa- and the furrender and utter demolition of Samaria Frc.n 
maria ; this time Hyrcan became more and more powerful, and made 
himfelf mailer not only of all Pala/liney but added alfo unto it 
eonquers provinces of Samaria and Galilee ; all which he enjoyed 
fiveral g^d of his life, without any moleftation from without, 

provinces, jifeords from within his dominions. His reign was no lefs 
His great remarkable on the account of his great wifilom and piety at 
Keal for home, than his conquells abroad. Never did the yewijh reli- 
rehgion. gion or commonwealth appear in greater luftre fince the re- 
turn from captivity ; byt that which raifed his glory above 
any of his predeceflbrs or fucceffors, was, if wc may believe 
yofephus *, and the fourth book of Maccabees ", his enjoying 
three dignities, which never all met in any but him ; namely, 

< Vol. ix. p, 342, & fcq. ' Antiq. I. xiii. c. x 8. * Ibid. vol. ix. 

p. 344, k feq. < Ant. ubi fapra, k bell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 3. " Cap. vii. 

which he repcopled the place xnillakcn, who think, that the 
with Syro-Macedent^rsj or a mix- yewijh hatred againft the former 
tore of Syrians, Macedonians, and fort of Samaritans was the occa- 
Creeks, fion of this war ; for thefe were 

Thefe, being fettled there, in- all heathens, and confequently 
compafled the town with a double ftrangers to the difputes and 
high-wal],adeep ditch, and other intailed enmity between ^hofe 
fortifications : ^ofe therefore are two. 


the 
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the royal dignity, the high-priefthood,and the gift of prophecy. 

Of the laft of thefc we (hall give two or three inftanccs out 
of thofe authors in the note (O) ; but the fecond, or high- 
prieflhood, ^though he had excrcifcd it in fuch a manner as 
ought to have rendered him doubly venerable, yet in the end 
proved the fource of fuch perfccutions from the proud and 
hot-headed pharifees, as quite imbittcred the latter-end of his 
reign, if not fhortened his days (P). 

Hyrcan had always (hewed himfelf a zealous flicklcr for the Hyrcan a 
pharifccs : they had hitherto monopolized his favours, zndfrienJ to 
enjoyed the moft confiderablc polls under him, whilft xh^thephwi^ 
other two v^ere defpifed and kept under by him. But an un--/^"- 
timely piece of condefcenfion towards them, or perhaps rather 
of vanity, from which the beft of men are not always exempt, 
gave one of the heads of that imperious fe£f, named 

(O) Jofepbus affirms him to tioning; only this one is very jog^ 
have had very extraordinary vi- remarkable, if true, that the 
fions and revelations, more par- flones of the breaftplate, and the 
ticularly about his own children, carbuncle on his (boulder, quite 
He tells us, for inllance, that, on loll their luftre after his death, 
the day in which his forces de- and never recovered it fincc. 
feated thofe of Antiochus^ himfelf (P) It is under his reign that 
was then ofFd-ing up incenfe in this fedl, as well as thoie of the ** 

the mod holy place, where he fadducees and efleninns, of whidi 
heard a voice telling him of the wc have already fpoken fome- 
vihory gained by his Tons. thing, arc fuppofed to have dart- 

As he was very fond of thofe ed up. This therefore may be 
two brave youth?, he was no Itfs thought a proper place of fpeak- 
importunatewith heaven to know ing of them more at large, ;is 
which of them was to fucceed well as of that of the carailes, 
him j but, to his great mortifica- which fprung up afterwards ; but 
. tion, he favv in a vifion a third as each of thofe four fc£ls had 
fon,noc yet born,who was pointed many favourite tenets, quite op- 
at as his fucceUbr. This grieved pofitc to the fpirit and dodlrine 
the good old man (b much, it of th^gofpel, and its divine au- 
feems, that when Alexander was thor, '%nd proved fo many in- 
foon after born, he fent him to vincible obdacles againd its rc- 
bc privately brought up in Ga- ception, we (hall defer fpeaking 
like ; but this did not hinder the of them till we come to that 
vidon being verified by the fe- glorious epocha. By this means 
quel ; of which he was made, the reader will have them fo. 
however,fo fcnfible before he^iied, fre(b in his i^ind, and, as it were, 

^hat he foretold the reigns of his in one view4 chat, ind9ad of won- 
two elded fons ArifiohuUs and An- dering at tie je^-ves rejedling fo u- 
tigonus to be but (hort, after which nivcrfally tie perfon and do^rine 
Alexander would fucceed them. of the Me(ri:ih,hc will rather look 
There are fome other fingu- upon it as a kind of miracle, that fo 
larities related of him, which many ofthat blind and prepoiTeiTcd 
have dill more the air of fables, nation (hould fo readily embrace 
and therefore not worth men- them. 

Z 4 aa 
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^leazar an opportunity to caft a reHodion a'ainft him, which touched 
^allshisle- him in the molt feniiblc part. It was no left than calling in 
gitimacy queftion his legitimacy, at Icaft as being left pure and unde- 
inqueJiioni^\Qf\ than the Molaic law requires in an high-pneft} and this 
he did by pretending, that his mother had been forimrly a 
flave, intimiting iherel)\, that cither file w is not of 
yewijh extiadlion, orclft, that, being lo, fhe had been taken 
captive by the en.my, and toKcd to pi .ftitute htrfel^ fora 
maintenance. The llory being, as afuiits uS, ab- 

foliitelyfalfe, and merely trumped up by th. prou ' phaiifee to 
mortify the good old pielate, we lefer oiii le djr to t i..t author 
for It i and only add, that Ehazat's bafe fuggcftiuu, and the 
partiality of his brotherhood in not afTignuig him a Condign pu- 
nifhmentjfo exafperated the high-prieft agiiiifl the wlv le fc^f, 
Hyrcan jj himfcif up wholly to that « the 

becomes an fjcjjucets, who were not a little glad to ajgravate the affront 

*thT^Jhote againft him by the whole pharifajc body, tho* one 

them had had the courage to blab it out. From 
* thenceforth therefore grew the bittereft enmity between 
and they h‘tn and that revengeful fe 61 , who ceafed not to raifc troubles 
U him, ^ feditions againft him during the fliort time he lived, and 
againft his Tons after him. Hynan was in the tw(;nty- 
eighth year of his pontificate when this quarrel happened, and 
he died the very next year, greatly lamented by all but the 
pharifaic crew, who left no ftone unturned to blatken his 
memory, and to get into the fame credit and authority they 
had formeily enjoyed under him ^ 

I/yrcan 


^ Antiq. 1 . xiii. c. i8. 




(QJ Jofepbus is very inconfiil> 
ent in the years of this prelate’s 
reign, if there be not lome error 
crept into the copies we have of 
him, and in the Latin verfion of 
Rufinus ; for in one place ( ' ) he 
gives brn thirty three, and in 
two otleib (7 thirty-one: yet 
Eujehius out of him gives him 
blit twenty* nine (8), and fo doth 
St, jerom in his Lathi verfion of 
him, and elft where (9), and right- 
ly too ; for, as the le/j-ned Ujhgr 
obferves, in the place t^fl-quoted, 
Smon^ Hyrean's father, died in 


the 177th year of the Giecian 
kingdom, and in the i ith of the 
month Sebat ( i ), anfwenng to the 
45 79th year of thc7«//«» period; 
and his wife ALxundia, who 
reigned after his foris, died, as 
the fequel will (hew, in December 
^ 64 4. of the fame period ; fo that 
the diftance is 6 5 years, and about 
9 months ; from w'hich if we 
fubtradt the 37 years which Jo- 
fephiTs allows to her and her fons, 
the remainder will be 28 years, 
and 9 months. 

Hyrcan is affirmed by Jo- 


( 6 J Bell Judaic. /. i. c 3. (-j) Anttq, /, xiii. c, £f /. xx. r. 8. 

(% ) Jn ebrot tc. ©* derrorfl, et/ang. I. \iii, c. 2. ^9 ) Comm, in ix. Dan» 

Vide UJlr, amul. Jub A. M. 3C96. (i) f^iie i Mactab^ xvi. 44. 
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Hyrcan left three fons, accoralhg to the fourth book of 
Maccabi!es(k)y or five, siccoriing to Jofephus^^ who gives us 
however the names but ot four of them , namelv. jtrijiobulus^ 
who was alfo called and furnamed Phtlellen^ by realon 
of Ills fondneis for the Greeks , 2. AnUganus , j Alexander ; 
and, 4. Abfalom^ who was the youngeft. What wa^ the name 

* Antiq 1 xiii. c 19. & 1 xiv. c 8 bell Judaic 1 1 c 3. 

fepbus to have built the ftately Herod, obfervmg the ftrength 
tower *(2), or rather caftle of of its fituition, turned it into a 
Barts (3), the fame which aftei- fortrefs , in which, however, the 
wards ferved for a pahee foi the pncllly iltire was ftill kept, tven 
AJmonean princes, and was fomc after the "Jei^s were fubdueJ by 
time ifter rebuilt, inhrged, and the and under the cuilody 

fortified, by Herod^ and called by of the c jinmandei of thit gari 
him Antonia, in honour of ilf/?; r fon, called by St Luh the cap- 
Antony This c ftle was built tain of the ttmpl^ (ij 1 his of- 
upon a ftcep locL, fifty cubits iicer kept them in his cuftodv un- 
high from he valley thitnnbc dci lock iiid leal, aid del\cred 
ncath It, to the top on which the them up to the hi^ h pnths upon 
building Hood, and w is inaccel all foltmnities inwiuc 1 they Vv^cre 
fibleonall hdcb, except tint to required, immediateh ift«r\vnich 
wards the tempH, with which it they were put into hi hands a- 
vv is even It was of i fquare fi gnn, as wt (hall fee in Cj c next 
gure two fuilorgs in compafs, feehon 

that**', half a furlong, 01 hiec (R) I his authoi ndc (^ 3 ), tint 
hundred feet on every fide, and //)/r«//wasfo exetf veU fond of 
cafedallovcr vitnpolifli d marble hi- two eldell ^ops, th t he would 
The lock Hood without the outer nime neith r 10 the fute flion, 
fquire of the temple, and upon but left it who ly to Pioviknee 
the fame mountain with, and todireclit 0 1 the e Mitr h ind, 
on the north fide of it, run he boie as grcit in a erfion to 
ning parallel with Us outer wall. Ale ami who Ind be n po nt 
but incompaflc^ with tint which ed out to iiim is hi luectli ^r, in 
Simon hid built to Hop the com a vifion, of which wt hivt 
municarion between the temple ken 111 iJitenotc, but yet w itli- 
and the forlrelb of Aaa Heie out irempting iiiy thing < mil 
built an ipaitment, where hiintopn.\tn it 
he dtpoliied his pontifical robws on tne oUi 1 , t^’lls 

and ornament*-, whenever he di- us, thit he left tie ji/crnment 
vefttd himfelf of tl em to attend to his wife dunrg ^tr Iiie , tliu’, 
on his other affairs , which mef by the ciucliy^wi h \ hich her 
thoa V a afterwards obferved by eldeft fon ule* hei, one would 
his fucceffors Here he kept his lathcr think, uhat Hie h d fo’-ged 
court, and fpent moH of his tini»; , fome fueh will fegiiu 1 1 im 
and (o did they after him (4b till 

Dtlac-vtd Pr i c f r I r t ? f Cu/ , r r / r Pj ^ 

f4) Bel! Juditc /,\c n I j > i it I i f t w® 

thet yC J ^ ^ a il ''i 
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Ariftoba* oifMt fourth^ he no-where tells us. Arijlohulut fucceeded his 
las fuc* &ther in all his dignities in right of primogeniture, according 
€eedslifT*xi^ Utit Mofaic law i and, having a great afFe^ion for his brother 
Antigonus, admitted him to marc the government with him 

which, upon fome fufpicion or 
the flood diflitc, he caufed him to be put to death. The other three 
Tiiif ^®P^ prifoners dunng his fliort reign, which lafted 

Bef. Cnr. yar, which he yet ftained with his own mother’s 

blood ; for that princefs having claimed a right to the fove- 
. reignty, by virtue of Hyrean^s will, her unnatural fon not 
Jits cruel ^ prifon, but there barbaroufly ftarved her 

tQ death. Soon after this he aflumed the title of king, and 
began to wear the royal diadem, which, if wc may believe 
Jofephusj had never been done by any of his predeceflors y, 
who had till then contented thcmfclvcs with the title of go- 
vernors, or at moft with that of prince (S). As foon as he 
had fettled his affairs at home, he marched at the head of his 
Imsaies to invade Iturea ; but,being taken ill in the midft of his 

Icurea. fuccefles, he was forced to be brought back to JeruJaLm^ and 
to leave his bi other to complete the conqueft ot that pro- 
vince (T) ; which he foon after did, caufing all the Itureans 
either to be circumcifed, and incorporated vjich thd* jeves^ 
or clfe to depart into fome other country 
Antigo- Whilst he was carrying on this fuccefsful war, there 
nus ^ated wanted not thofe at couit, who, envying his happmef*, ewJea- 
a»d urder- voured to prepoflTcfs the fick king with ftrange fufpicions 
mined by againll him. The queen more paiticularly feemed to have 
the queen, conceived fome irrtconcileable haired againft that prince, and 
to have been the chief engine of his rum j which happened 


y Antiq. I xiii. c. 19. & bell. Judaic ubi fupra. * Id. ibid. c. 20. 


(S) Wc have fecn, however, 
in a late note (6), that Hyican 
took the royal name and dignity 
upon him long before. Shaba 
fays that it was Alexander^ 
Arijiobulas^s fucceflbr, who hrll 
took that title upon him. 

(T) This province was fo cal* 
ed from Itur the fon of IJhmael^ 
whom our Englijh^xid fome other 
verfions wrongly^ll Jetur. It 
was fitudtc on thC other fideyi^r- 
dan^OTi the north fide of the half- 
tribe of Manetffeh, between that 


and the territories of Damafeus ; 
fo that it made one part of Cale- 
fyta^ and lay on the fide of 
juda a, as Idumea^ formerly con- 
quered in the fame manner, lay 
on the ocher. It had the pro- 
vince of Battanea on the eafl, and 
the 7tachonitts mentioned by St. 
Luke (8) on the fouth (9). The 
Reubemtes^ S i meant tes^ and Ma- 
najjitesy are faid, in the Cho- 
nicies^ to have invaded thefe ter- 
ritories (i), and to have fubdued 
the Ituteans. 


(6) Supra, p. 326, (T'. 
ReljnJ, Vahjl, /. 1. c. 22. 
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(7) Lib \vi. (8) C. 111. I. (^) VJ. 
(1)1 Cbnn, V. 19. 
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lADQ^tly foraifiiit tiar wfdrAe 
jiteans of yorki^^t Qiero t$i8ualty« For at (bon aa he liad 
finiflied the cojoqueftof /tirair, be inarched direfily to 
faUrtty it beiimtbcn Ubernacles ; andybeing in hafto 

to repair to m temple, to ofEer up his thanks for his fuccels» 
and his vows for bis brother’s recovery, he went dire^y 
thither in his armour, without ftaying to fhift his cloi^, 
and accompanied with a number of his men. This waa in;- 
mediately interpreted to the timorous king as a manifeil it- firniagtm 
tempt upon his life, to which he gave but too eafy credit, h have 
'However, to fatisfy himfelf more fully about it, he fent Yambhn m 
orders to put oiF his armour, and to come immediately xoiered, 
him i which, if he complied with them, would fufficiently juftiiy 
him ; but if not, would fully prove his treafonable intent. 

The king was then at the caftlc of Baris^ mentioned in a late 
note *, where he ordered fome of his guards to be privately 
pofted in the fubterranean gallery, through which Anti^onus 
was to pafi), and who were charged to murder him, if he 
prefumed to come armed to him. But the mifchievous queen 
corrupted the meflenger, and made him go and tell the young 
prince, that his brother, having heard his armour highly com- 
mended^ delired to fee him in it immediately ; fo that, when 
Anttgonus came to pafs through the gallery, the guards fell 
immediately upon him, and killed him (U). The king. 


• Note {Q\ p. 344, 345. 


(U) The gallery here fpoken fince the day being already far 
pf was, 1C feems, under one of, advanced, it wis impoflible for 
the towers of the callle, called, him to reach it, it being above 
upon fome account or other, dt- fix hundred furlongs from^rrxf- 
tower 5 and fo verified, ac- falem 
cording to Jofephus, the predic- This threw him into fuch a fit 
CiOQ of one Judas^ of the feci of of ra\ ing, that he vented his 
the efTeniaiis, concerning this compkinCb for the fuppofed delu- 
prinCe’s death. This man, wiio iion in a very indecent manner ; 
was then at JeruJalem^ had fore- and, Jonas like, cried out, ic 
told, fome time before, that An- had betn better for him to have 
tigonus (hould be killed on that been dead, before he had been 
very day at tower ; but found a filfc prophet Whilft 

as he underfiood it of another he was in the height of his mar- 
more famed on the fea-coafi, and muring, news 9 (fere brought of 
fit a difiance from this, he was murder, and the name 

not a little furprifed to fee that of the towei convinced both him 
prince come to the temple, look- and the reft or the truth of his 
ing upon it as a demonftracion prednftion (2]. 
the lallhood of his predidlion, 

f2j Antij.l xiiu f. 19. Bill Jud, /, i'f. 3 

however. 





Jtjpalr, 
and lafi 
njQordi* 


Ifhe ; ^was fooii unde<^ivej}| and coaid not tbink upon 

rmorfg fak oi^other’4 murder without reflmii^ on the more cruel one*'’ 
mndgriy^ which he had lately committed on bis own mother; the re-^ 
morfe of which increaiing his difeafe* he fcU into a violent 
vomiting of blood. A Ibrvant happening Toon after to fpill 
fome oi that blood* which he was carrying awa;|r in a bafon* 
u^oon the very fpot where that of his brother Antig$nus was ftill 
to be feen ; fome of the by-ftanders* thinking he had done it 
wiltJjlly, gave a great cry* which was heard by the king. He 
fent to alk the meaning of it, and found them unwilling to 
acqiia'int him with it ; which made him ftill more defirous of 
knowing it. At length he forced the fatal fecret from them* 
which threw him Into Aichan excefs of grief and defpair, as 
he vented in words to this efleft: ‘‘ Since the privacy of the 
place could not hide from God’s all-feeing eye the deteft- 
able deed I have committed, but I muft now vomit up my 
own blood, as it were, by drops, to atone for that which 
‘‘ I have fo inhumanly (hed, would not a fpeedy death be 
“ much more defirable to me ? ” He gave up the ghoft foon 
afiei, havmg reigned but one year; and was fucceeded by his 
brother Jannaus^ or Alexander^ whom the queen Salome^ 
called by the Gieeks Ale\andra^ releafcd out of prifon with 
hjs other two brethren, and <aufed him to be proclaimed king, 
as being the eldeft of the three, and of a milder difpoiition 
than either of them. ^ 

Hi was however, forced to begin his reign with the death 
of his foui ih brother, who had made fome treafonablc attempt 
agamft him ; but was much kinder to Abjalom the youngeft of 
all, w h( ni hading contented to lead a piivate life under him* 

* he took under his prote£tion as long as be lived ; and fo pri- 

vately ci.d this prince live, that we hear no more of him, till 
above fort) -two \ears after, when braving engaged in the war 
Year of agiinfl the he was taken by Ponipeyy and fent prifoner 

the flood to Ro?ne. Altxutukt being a fubtle and warlike prince, and 
2243 S) 7 ia being then torn by civil wars between the contending 
Bcf Chi. br>t]Krs, Ant lo. bus Cyzicus and Antiochus Gryphus^^ and 
thcicf u. in no c. pacity to oppofe him, he led an army in the 
\ £ ry full year of his reign againft the city of Ptolemah ; but 
His ufjfuc met w'lth w’orfe fucctf* in that fiege than any of his prcdecef- 
cehful /-A-lijia had done, being forced to i ife it to fuccour his own ter- 
ritorie*;, whichuwerc invaded hy^ PtoUfny Lathy us^ who took 
^ain/rPtO' from him the city of Azoihis in Galilee^ carried off ten 
lemais. thoufand captiv/s, and gave him foon after a dreadful over- 
throw near the^ banks of the ^ordan^ as we have feen in a 


Alexan- 

der 

Jannzeus 

crowned. 


^ See before, vol. ix. p. 340, & fcq. 424, & feq. 


former 
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r ff ' Thl 8 ( 4 ikt$f fe hi loft fiiirey tlW* Veat of 
, . [ befides tfaofo prifonefti and which thedood 

reward for his treachety to that prince, would W- 2244. 

^ 'Siliibly have opened a way fot the latter into Juiaa^ /Hexan*- Bef. Chr. 
Jkt being now in no condition to have ftopped bis progrefs, 
bad not Cliopatra come to his affiftance (W), and forced La-‘ 
thfms to fct afidc the invafion of Palajitne for feme time. ^ 

Cleopatra being come to Ptolemais^ which had furrendered 
to her, the JewtJh monarch came to acknowlcge her favour 
to him by prefents fuitable to her dignity. He was received 2246* 
outwardly like a prince in diftreft, and who had no other re-fief. Chr. 
fiigc than her fnendfliip : but that which ingratiated him moft ,’^2. 
to that politic princeft. was, his being an enemy to her fon 
Lathyrus^ who was by that time returned into Pala^incy and Goes to 
bad taken his winter-quarters at Gaza (X). meet her 

Alexander foon after returned to Jerufalem^ where being Ptole- 
now pretty fecure of any danger from Lathyrus^ he recruittcJ mais. 
his broken army, and, croffing the went to befiege Ga- 

Gadara^ and took it at the end of ten months. From thence ^ara, 
he marched to Amathus^ another ftrong fortrefs on that lide 

« Vol. ix. p. 426, & fcq. 


(W) It was indeed that prin- 
cefi’s intcreil not to let Lathy} us 
grow toc^great, and be thereby 
enabled to come and wrelt the 
crown from her; but there was 
another fpnng that moved her to 
what (he did The Je^vis of A- 
lexandria were highly in hei fa- 
vour, and Chelkias and Ananias^ 
two of the mod confiderable^ be- 
ing the Tons of Onias the high- 
ptieil,who built thejewt^ temple 
at Alexandria^ were at tJic head 
of affairs: and thefe could not 
behold Jndaa in fuch imminent 
danger from an exafperated ene- 
my, without ufing all their inter- 
eft with that queen to pi event it. 
We (hall not repeat what has been 
(aid in a former chapter (3) con- 
cerning the fuccefb of her arms 
againft that competitor. 

(X) During Alexandet’'^ flay 
with Cleopatta, fome of her 
friends advifed her to take io fa- 


vourable an opportunity to make 
herfelf miftrefs of Judaa\ which 
would at once increafe her do- 
minions and flrength, and give 
hei i fuperiority over her com- 
petitor. Bat Ananias the 
litely mentioned, who was one 
of her head gener.*’s, difluaded 
her from fuch an attempt, al- 
leging, that it would be very 
ungenerous and unjuft to difpof- 
fefb of his dominions an ally, 
who was come to implore her 
fiiendfhip and afliftance; that it 
would IclTen htr charaftcr m the 
eyes of the w'orld, and, abov e all, 
make her detefted b\ all 
Thelc reafons, joined to the in- 
fluence w hich that general, who 
was Ale\ atdt}\ kinfman, had 
over her, did not^only diveit 
htr from her defigp, but pro- 
cuied an allnncc between tl'v'ni, 
which was concluded m the c u 


of Sc)thopoti . 
I /V. IX. p. 414, & fc^ 





dotus. 


Mmbis 

againft 

&2a. 


is. 

dmii h tmigMpbia^ had laid up an immenfii tMfura^ had tdak it j 
I much fborter time than he had that of Oadara ; and wittrl 
Ynif^ H all Thfodotus^s treafure. But he did not keep it loagi that| 
the flood prince, having got together a numerous army, fell liiddenljlP 
t%4S. upon him, as he was returning from the fiege, killed ten thou* 
Bef. Chr* fand of his army, routed the reff, recovered all his wealthy ^ 
loo. feized on AUxander't bagg^, and carried off a confidcrabid ^ 
plunder from his men This defeat, however, did not dif- ' 
courage AUxandtr from purfuing hb warlike views j only it 
^iheo- afforded great matter of triumph to the pharifecs, his impla** 
cable enemies, who took occafion from thence to vilify him 
to the people, and to ufe all poiHble means to make his crown 
lit uneafy on him* 

As foon as Alexander had recruited his army, he ftayed not 
in Jerufalem to quell the pharifaic fa£lion, but left them to 
make the moft of his late difgrace, whilft he went to vent 
Year of refentment on the treacherous Gazaans^ who, by inviting 
the flood againft him, and furnifhing him with auxiliaries, 

2250. had been the caufe of his late overthrow. He immediately be* 
fief. Chr. lieged the towns of Raphia and Anthedon^ fince called Agrip* 
98. plos^ by Herod : thefe two places ftood at a few miles diftance 
iw^ from Gaza ; by which means having in fome meaflire blocked 
up this laft, he, the next year, fet about” befieging it with 
a powerful army. The city being then under the command 
of Apollodot us, a man of great valour and conduA, made a 
y. defence againft him one whole year, and in one fally 

i routed him and his army ; and much longer 

/ it might have held out in all likelihood, had not the brave 
governor been treacheroufly murdered by his own brother Zy* 
fimachusj and the place betrayed by him to the beliegers* 
Alexander^ upon his entering it, made a great Ihew of cle- 
His rr»r/-|nency to the Gazaam ; but foon betrayed his rancour and 
ty to the cruelty againft them, by abandoning them to the fury of hh 
V^za:ans. thereupon made fuch an horrid flaughter of them, 

as was like to have proved a dear levenge to him ; for the Ga-^ 
zaans^ ftanding defperately on their own defence, killed 
almoft as many of his men as he did of theirs. Having at laft 
glutted himfelf with the blood of thofe unfortunate wretches, 
he vented the reft of his refentment on that great and antient 
Rafei the city, by reducing it into a i eap of ruins ; after which he re- 
€tty* turned with his army to Jerufalem The fourth book of 
Maccabees ^ that he took afterwards the cities of Emath 
and T)re^ but Jofephus fays nothing of it. 


f Amiq. 1. xiii. C. 2 K 




^ Ibid. [ Cap. xxix. 
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. i But whilft he had been abroad withhbarmy, thepbarifees^ ngptm 
who, as we hinted before, bore a mortal hatred to Nhn, zvA/mca 6 ^ 
hb whole family, had taken fuch means to exafperate the^^^bj? 
people againft him, by evil furmifes and (landers, which they 
privately infilled into them, that it broke out at laft into an 
open affront, which came little (hort of a re^»eIlion• They 
chofe the feaft of tabernacles, on which folemnhy they went 
to the temple with palm and other branches in tbelf hands, 
efpecially of that of a kind of citron, which they calf aitrog^ 
with the fruit upon it ; and when he was performing the f 
prieftly office at the great altar, probably on the laft day of Alexanda 
that folemnity, they pelted him, not only with thofe h 

but with the moft injurious reflexions, and opprobrious 
guage, crying aloud, that fuch a (lave as he (Y) was unworthy 
of either the pontifical oi regal dignity. This infolence, which 
feemed the forerunner of fomething worfe, fo exafperatcdg^?*i?* 
the pontiff, that, fufpending his office for a while, he order- ’ *** 

cJ his foldiers to fall upon the mutinous mob ; which they 
did with fuch fpeed and fury, that they killed fix thoufand of fen/er$ 
them, and difperfed the refl As foon as the tumult revenge on 
quelled, he caufed the court of the priefts to be inclofcd Vfiihthem. 
a wooden wall, to prevent fuch infults being offered to him Year of 
for the future ; and at the fame time provided for his further the flood 
fafety, by taking into his pay fix thoufand auxiliaries out of 2254. 
Fijidia and Cilkia^ being afraid to truft his perfon any longer Bcf. Chr. 
to^the guard of thofe of his exafperated nation, who, as he 94* 
found now to his great grief, were not to be quelled by the 
greateft feventic’:, nor mollified by the greateft lenities : fo 
that, being quite wearied out with their continual clamours, 
marched out of Ji 7 ufale?n at the head of his army, eroded 
the Jordan^ and went and deftroyed the city of Amathuiy^^^ maktz 
without meeting with any oppofition from Theodotus^ 
contented himfclf with carr}mg off his treafure and garifon,^^®^^' 
leaving the city to his mercy ; fo dreadful was become the 
name of Alexander by this time to all the nations lound about. 

From thence lie marched againft the Arabians^ wiiom he 


2 Antlq 1 xiii. c. 21. bell. Jud. 1 . i. c. 3. 

(Y) By calling him a (lave, it tinuing the penal laws agiinft 
is plain they harped upon th it thofe who (hould cbferve the tra- 
fcandaloiis fuggeflion of E/easta ? , dicions and cuiloms intioduced by 
lately mentioned, of his mothci’s the phan fees. This was fuch a 
having been a fla\e. But the crime againft them, thatnothirg 
true foundation of the pharifaic but his bloodl could expiate j and 
grudge was his Heading in his they did not icruplc to tell him fo 
father’s fteps, not only in caref- foon after, a^ vve fliali lee in the 
fing the oppoftte fedt, but in con • fequel. 


fubdued ; 



Atbduqfe after which he laid the MoabiUs^ and tlH^lnoun«» 
*9n^uefts taineers of the land of Gilead^ under tribute. Soon after 
this, as he was carrying on the war againft Ohodas king of 
^ he fell into an ambufli near Gadara^ where h6 

6 foiccd by a large drove of camels into a ftreight ft) narrow 
Bef*^'hr with the greateft difficulty that he 

' ‘ efcaped, and regained his own metiopolis (Z).' Here he 

found, to In’s great mortification, that the news of this laft 
defeat had not only reached the place, but had given new 
life to his enemies, who began to cxchim louder than ever 
n endeavours to quell them, as he had done 

feescauCe but increafe the tumult, till it broke out into 

^urebellUnJ^^ infurrcflion againft him. He was, however, too 

’wife and brave to be either furprifed or terrified by. it ; but 

S lickly gathered a number of forces to make head againft 
em. A dvil war immediately enfued, which lafted fix 
whole years, during which above fifty thoufand of the rebels 
were (lain, bcfides thofe he loft on bis own fide, and the 
innumerable calamities it brought on the JewiJh nation (A). 


(Z) Jofephus mentions theft 
wars ft) confuftdly, that it is im- 
poffiblc to guefs at vhat time 
they happened, or how long they 
lafted. It feems as if lie had 
thrown them thus together at the 
end of a chapter (4], to (hew 
his readers what a warlike prince 
Alexander was, and that his 
neighbours led but a weary lift 
during his reign. Perhaps it 
would have been better for him 
to have continued them longer, 
fincc hib leturn to Jerufalem 
proved the caufe of frefh tumults, 
which ended at laft in an open 
rebellion. 

(A) A/ 'andevy however, tho’ 
he itiiJ got the better of them, 
was fo weary with dellroying 
both his people and country, that 
he fpared no means, no offers or 
promifes, to bring matters to a 
pacification. But a^ he had to 
do with a crew £of rebels, and 
thofe of tlie phanfaic leavtn, 

(^) I. XII. in jin. cal. 21. C 

thid» yA, U ^Mauab. c. wix. 


every advance he made did but 
harden them the morf. At 
length, being refolved, if pof- 
fible, to bring them to a better 
mind, he ftnt feme of his friends 
to know what would fatisfy tkem, 
promifing to grant them what* 
ever they Ihould in reafon and 
juftice demand. To this they 
unanimoufly cried out, that he 
mud cut his own throat, telling 
him at the fame time, that he 
ought to think highly of them, 
if they thought his death a fuf* 
ficient recompence for the blood 
he had fhed, and the mifehiefs 
he had brought upon the na- 
tion (5). This anfwer made 
jiim lofe all hopes of an accom- 
modation, and look out for iome 
more ciFeflual means to Tupprefs 
t aeir horrid infolence ; whilll 
they, on the other hand, ftnt to 
Damafius^ to beg of Demetrius^ 
furnaincd Euchertus^ to come tp 
ihcir aflilUnce (6). 

KV.JuA /.i. f. 3. ^5; Id. 

, i ) I A ibid. 

Demetrius 
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bimetrUa ^awc acyriingly into JuJoa^ H«ith m atrtiy Vc»r- 
of three thoulan4 har(?> and forty thouAnd foot, wno were the flood 
pvtiy y^Sy and partly Sjfrhm ; and Alexander came igainft tzfg. 
him with another, cqnfifting of fix thoufand Greei auxiliaries^ Bcf, Chr, 
and twenty thoufand jefc/: each of them tried for fomc time 
to gain over the troops of bis competitor, DemUrm to cor- 
rupt the Greek aoxiliarier to forfakc the Jewijh king* and 
this latter to bring over thofe Jews that were in the Syrh$ 
army. But all their efforts proving vain, they came at length ^ 
toadecifive battle, in wYAdti Alexander was defeated, andAlqmidaf 
forced to flee to the mountains tor flielter, with the fmalJ^(^j9/f4| 
number of men that ftuck clofe to him. This is the ac- Demc- 
count which Jofephus gives us of this afiion, wherein he again trius. 
claflies with the fourth book of Maccabees^ which makes 
the advantage to have been vafliy on Alexander^ fide But, 
be that as it will, the former tells us, that he was reduced by 
this defeat to fuch a low ebb, that he feemed irrecoverably lUliemed*^ 
loft, when an unexpeSed accident turned again the balance 
on his fide. Thofe JewiJh troops, whom he could not, with 
all his art, and fair promifes, withdraw fiom the enemy 
army before the battle was fought, were now, upon bis 
lofing it, taken with fuch a fit of compaflion, that they 
came all over to him ; fo that Demetrius y fearing left the 
defedion (hould ftill increafe, left Judaay and marched 
againft his brother Philip. This retreat gave Alexander an op- 
portunity of getting his army together, with which he marched 
againft the rebtllious jewsy and beat them in every engage- 
ment he had WMth them \ though without being able to 
bring them to fubmiflion, or in the Icaft abate the fury of 
their refentment againft him, till a dccifivc battle put an end 
to the war. In this laft aftion Alexander cut off the greater Year of 
part of their army, and drove tbe reft, at leaft the chief of the flood 
them, into Bethomey where he clofely befiegcd them, and on 2262, 
the /text year made hinifelf mafter of the place : and here it Bef. Chr. 
was that he begxn to let loofe the reins of his fury againft ^ 6 . 
thenS) in fuch Iwbarous manner, as can hardly be read with- 
out horror, if ourhiftorian, who was a stealous pharifee, \a&hli5 cruelty 
not exaggerated the matter (B). 

a Chap. xxix. 


(B) He caufed eight hundred 
ed* the principal of them to be 
carried to JeruJaUm, and there 
^to be all crug^d in one day, 
and at one place : and, as Jf this 
had not been puniihment fuflici- 
ent to appeafe his refemment, he 
jVoL.X. 


caufed rijeir wives and chilflffn 
to be brought and b 'tchered be- 
fore their faces, whilfl they were 
hanging each i^on their crofs. 
But what (wells tbe account of 
his barbarity almoft beyond all 
credibility, is, that he caufed a 
A a banquet 
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S^Us thi Aft^r this dreadful havock, th^ rebels quite difperfed 
pbarifaic themfelves, and eight thoufand of them ^ifappeared on the 
fa&ion. very night following, and never more molefted him durihg 
theremainderof his reign; fothat, from that time forth, the 
pharifaic faftion never darc^ lift up their heads as *long as he 
lived. Soon after this, the "king of Syria^ intending to invade 
the territories of Arabia Petraa^ march^ his army throuj^ 
part of Judaa^ which was the only pafl'age he could have tO 
Otm/es come thither. Alexander^ who fufpe£ted him to have fome 
'Antiochusdefign againft him, endeavoured in vain to obftrudl him, by 
in main, drawing a deep trench, twenty miles long ; that is, from the 
town of Capherfaba^ fince Antipatrh^ quite to the fea of 
Joppa^ and fortifying it with wooden towers at convenient 
diftances. Antiochus forced his way through them, and pene- 
trated into Arabia^ where he loft his life, as wc have feen 
Uis wfl clfewhere ** : and Alexander rid of that fear, marched 
{^nquejls. his army over Jordan^ to recover fome of thofe places in 
Arabia^ and the lands of Moah and Gtleady which he had 
formerly taken, but had been forced to furrendcr during the 
civil wars, to prevent the Arabian king’s fupporting his re- 
bellious fubjedls. This brought Aretai^ now king both of 
Arabia and Coelefyria^ into Judaa^ where he defeated 
Alexander ; but, having foon after made a treaty with him, 
he retired with his forces, and left him to purfue his other 
conquelth. Alexander accordingly marched againft the city of 
VA\2.Uiken DioHy and took it by all’ault \ Pella was taken next -Mfter 
and de^ which he went and befieged EJfa^ alias Gerafa^ in which 
ftfoyed, J’heodotus had fccured all his treasure ; and having built a 

treble wall about it, took it by ftorm, and carried oft all the 

^ Sec vol.ix. p. 348. * Antiq. l.xiii. c. 23. Bell. Jud. 

1. i. c. 4. 

banquet to be prepared for him- remembered, that Jafephus was 
felf and his concubines, near a zealous pharifee, and Alexan- 
enough to this feene of horror, der an inveterate enemy to, not 
from whence he might glut his to fay in fome meafure a perfe ' 
eyes with their fufterings. Hence cutorof, that old fe£l ; and how 
the hiitorian adds (7), that he had far this confideration may have 
the name of Tracidas, or 7 bra- foured the pharifaic leaven in 
ctan^ given him, that nation be- t.iat hiftoriao, and have made 
ing infamous above all others for him reprefent that prince as lefs 
their horrid barbarities ; and was fuccefsfol than he really was, and 
indeed a name too good for him, guilty of fuch cruelties as he 
if be was real^ guilty of thefe was a firangcr to, may be eafily 
cruelties, But here it muft be guefled. 

'•licb 


(T) xinttp azt 
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rjch plunder Jbe found in it. The inhabitants of Pella having 
refuledto bc^circUtncifed, he forced them, according to the 
cuftom of the Afmonean princes, to leave the country, and 
their city yvas demolifbed. Alexander marched from tncnce, 
apd took Gaulana^ SeUucia\ the valley of Afniochusy and 
^imala ; and ftripped Demetrius^ who commanded in thofe Demcirl*^ 
Paces, of his principality, becaufe he had been guilty of us Jhift 
fome foul crimes and malverfations. Thjs expedition took 
him three whole years, after whjch he returned triumphant 
to Jerufale?ny and brought Demetrius prifoner with him thi-^-^O^* 
ther, where his late conquers gained him the loud acclama- 
tions of his fubjedls ^ But, giving himfclf from thcncefor- Alexaa- 
ward to drinking, and o'ther debaucheries, he was feized with derV 
an obftinate quartan ague, which ftuck to him till the day oideath. 
bis death, which happened about three years after. All this 
while, neither his dillcmper, nor his pleafures, which he ftill 
purfued, could alleviate his invincible thiift after conquefts (C). pu 
Perhaps he was alfo in hopes to overcome the one by the other; ® 
but it happened quite otherwife ; and his ftrength being quite 
exhaufted by fatigues and debauch, he died in his camp before 
Regaba^ a fortiefs in the territories ot the Gerafens beyond 
yordciH^ which he was then befieging, in the twenty-feventh 
year of his lefgn 

He left tw'o fons at his death, Hyreanus and Ariflohuhts Leaves 
bu^ bequeathed tlic government of the kingdom to his \\\ft:.the crvwn 
Alexandra^ duiiiig her life, and then to which of her iwo^^ 

nvt/en 

* Antiq. ubi fupra. ^ Ibid. & bell. Jud, ubi fupra. 

(C) Witnefs the vaft number Lldaba, Lemha^ Ororiy Telithotij 
of places he pofTefTed of in Sytia^ and Zara, In Cilicia^ Auloriy and 
Idunieay Pbeeniday Arabia^ &.C. Pella, This laft, and that of 
beyond all his predeceiTors, and Ga:iay were demolifhed, as we 
which we fliall here fubjoin out have icen before. Bciides thofe 
of Jofephusy that the reader may he conquered in Arabiay and 
have them all in one view (S). was forced to furrender to Aretasy 

Along the fea^ the tower of and many more in the land 
Stratofiy the ports of ApoUoniay of Gileady and fome freili ones 
Joppay Jamniay Az.otuSy Gax.a, in the land of Syria, whofe 
Antbeden, Raphia, and Rhinoco- names our author has omitted. 

Tura, In the mid-land of Idu- What a fubjecl would there have 
meay Adora, Mariffa, and all been here for ft lofty panegyric, 

Samaria, with the mountains of had the hiflorian been a fadducee, 

Carmel and Itabyr, and the cities or the prince a pharifec I and • 
of Siythopelisy Gadara, Gaulona, how truly is t|ie faying verified^ 

Seleucia, and Gabala, In the Cedant arma toga I 
land of MQabf Hrjkbon or Effebon, 

(%} An(i^K b xlii. e^, 23. 

hdi z fons 
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Her juft fons {he (hould think fit to fiiccecd her. The queen, who 
dread of was then with him at the fiege, feeing him to be paft reco- 
he phari- addreffed hcrfclf to him, all in tears ; and, in a moft 
pathetic fpeech, rcprefcnted to him the extreme ganger {he 
and her children were going to be expofed to, from the inve- 
terate grudge which the (^arifaic fa£lion liill bore to him, 
and to all that belonged to him ; and who, being the idol of 
the people, would not fail to make her feel the effect of their 
bitterefl: rancour, by raifing up new feditions againft her, as 
they had formerly done againft him, and perhaps to the total 
extirpation of his race. As her fears were but too well 
grounded, they could not but awake thofe of her dying huf- 
band, who, luckily for her, happened to have ftill prefence 
of mind enough to bethink hlmfelf of an expedient, which 
would effeSiially put her out of all danger from that revenge- 
ful feft. Having therefore thought fome time upon it, he 
His dying fpokc to her to this cfFedl : You know, faid he, but too 

advice to “ wx‘11, the caufc of our mutual enmity ; and fince your fc- 
hir. 64 curity and happinefs mull rife or fall, according as you 
‘‘ make them your friends or foes, when I am dead, be fure 
to conceal the fecret from my army, till they have taken 
‘‘ the fort, and then lead them triumphant to Jerufalem i 
carry my body along with you, and, as fooii as you come 
thither, fend for the principal leaders of that faftious fetft, 
“ and lay it before them ; and tell them, that you wholly f\b- 
mit it to them, either to give it a burial, or throw it in the 
high-way, for the injuries I have done them. Aflure them 
“ at the fame time, that, as to you, you are fo intirely dc- 
voted to them, that you defign to place them again at the 
“ head of affairs, and you will do nothing without tlreir 
advice and confent. Give them immediately fome marks 
of your favour and friendihip ; and then you need not 
doubt, but they will not only extol me to the Ikies, and 
give me a royal burial, but will likewife fupport you* 
‘‘ and my fons after you, in the peaceful enjoyment of your 
kingdom.’" He juft lived to give her this falutary counfel, 
and then died in the forty-ninth year of his age. 

Alexandra Alexandra was too wife not to follow bis mjunAions, if 
follows his^^^y were really his, and not a pretence trumped tip by that 
advice politic piincefs. However, !t |}ad the dtftred eiFeA; and 
witls fue- the pharifees, ^ad to fee themfelves again at the head of af- 
ce/s. fairs, were beyoud meafiire lavifli of their praifes and honoursv 
Year of to the deceafed Jcing. They extolled hrm for a great cim- 
the flood queror and patriot, they beftowed a magnificent funeral on 
}]|||^^ and applauded above all his wiiQiom in bequeathing the 
Bef. Chr. government to his queen. He dH certainly* right in that; 
2^ , feeing bis cldeft fon who tjras then about thirty 

i jears 



C. XJ. ^ Hifisny of tbtjeni. . J5|f 

yeais of age^ was a prince of a fluggifh dirpoTition, without 
ambition or fpirit. Him therefore the queen thought fit toGiwM# 
fucceed his father in the pontifical function, iiot To much ovxhigh- 
of refpe^l to his primogeniture, as becaufe he was lefs likely toprhfthood 
interfere with the affairs of ftate than the younger brother her Jon 
who, being of a more entcrprifing genius, was for that very Hyrcan. 
reafon fecludcd, and confined to a private life. But though 
file had fo carefully fecured her prerogative from any attempt 
from her two fons, yet was flie far enough from enjoying it 
fo abfolutely and quietly as fhe expefted. For the pharifees, as 
they grew more and more powerful, grew alfo more and more Tbephari^ 
infolentand untraifablc ; infomuch that her fear of their raifing/^^^^'o-w 
a new rebellion forced her to confent to many of their de* 
inands, much againff her will, as well as her intereff. 

The firft thing they obtained of her, was a total revoca-7'^«V ex- 
tion of all the edifls which Hyrcan the firft, and the orbit ant 

king, had made againft their conftitutions, and traditional 
do&incs : the next was an amnefty for all their faflion, to-gynntid. 
gether with the relcafe of fuch of their brethren as had been 
confined fiiice the late civil war : and the third was the re- 
calling of all thofe who had been either banifhed, or forced to 
fly the country, fince the conclufion of it, and their being re- 
admitted into the pofle/Son of all their forfeited eftates (D). 

She retained indeed fix thoufand auxiliary troops in her pay. Year of 
by which (he kept at leaft her neighbours and conquered pro- the flood 
vifices in awe, and received from time to time frclh hoftages ^?7 '* 
from them But as the pharifaic crew looked upon this as ^h*-. 
the cflFcils of their friendfli p to her, tJiey claimed all the 77- 
merit of her peaceful reign to thcmfelves, and foon gave her 
to underftand, that nothing lefs than the tot.d extirpation of 
the Sadducees (who were the only ones that ttuck clofe to xhc Sadducees 
late king) fhould purchafe the continuance of their friend- perfeented. 

” Antiq, 1. xiii. c« 23 , comp, with 1. xx. c. 8 , k belk Jud. 1. i. 

c. 4. 


(D) By the firft of theft, the 
pharifaic traditions grew again 
into credit, by which means they 
.became more .and more nume- 
rous i and that fed being at full 
liberty to impoft them on* the 
people at their pleafure, they 
not only became an intolerable 
burden to the people, hut by 
degrees quite obliterated the 
written word, of which they 
were pretended to be the true 


ftnft and explication : and by the 
other two decrees, they fo increaf- 
ed and ftrengthened their party, 
that the queen was now afraid 
to deny them any thing ; where- 
by they became ftill more exor- 
bitant in their demands, till they 
let her fee plainly, that they de- 
figncd to leal'e her only the name 
of fovereignty, and the power to 
command her fubje^ls to obey 
them. 

A a fnip,. 
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Ihip and aiHftance. They began with infifting upon her pu- 
nching all thofe who had counfellcd him to crucify the eight 
hundred rebels lately mentioned, with immediate death. Ac- 
cordingly, Diogenes^ one of the chiefs of the Sadducees^ and 
a confident of Alexander^ was prefently difpatched j and after 
him a great many others, againft whom they had laid the 
fame accufation, right or wrong % that is, againft as many of 
that fe£l, as they thought had been too much attached to that 
monarch’s fervice o (E). 

Petition At length, fomc of the moft confiderable perfons of that 
f^e ^ueen, perfecuted party, having got young Artjiohulm at their head, 
came to the royal palace, to bcfccch the queen, that (he would 
put an end to their mifery. They reminded her of their 
great fcrvices, and invincible loyalty, to her late hufband ; and 
that it was in confidcration of it, that he had beftowed on 
them thofe marks of his favour and efteem, which expofed 
them now to the fury of their enemies. They conjured her 
not to fuffer the late king’s heft and moft loyal friends to be 
thus daily facrificed to the rancouj of his ambitious and bit- 
tereft enemies, in a time efpecially of a profound peace, and 
under her government, who had been a witnefs of all the 
difficulties and hardfhips they had fuftcred with and for him. 
They concluded with their earneft prayer, that, if flic ’could 
not fupprefs the pharifaic rage agiinft them, ftie would at 
leaft give them the liberty of ftieltering thcmfeivcs from it, 
either by retiring into f )me foreign countries, or by plackig 
thtm in fuch of her garifons, where they might be out of the 
Ariftobu- reach of their eaemies. Arijhbulifs at the fame time backed 
lus backs their petition in fuch manner, as fufficiently fliewcd his dif- 
their peti- guft to fuch cruel proceedings. The queen, though doubtlefs 
tion, highly affedled with their diftrefs, dared not grant the firft 
part of their petition, for fear of exafperating the pharifees. 
To grant them the fecoiid, that is, to permit them to depart 
the kingdom, was in faft depriving herfelf of fo many faith- 
ful rubje<S]j^, whofe friendfliip might one time or other be of 
fervice to fupprefs the arrogance of that tyrannic feft. Upon 

® Bell. Jud. 1. i. c. 4 . 

(E) Thcfe perfccutions were to flop the courfe of juftice, con- 
continued feveral years, though trary to the laws of God, and 
much againft the Queen’s mind, the fecurity of every good go- 
who could not but feel feme vernmert ; the fear of a new in- 
livcly remorfe to fee fo many of ’furreflion, the dreadful efteffsof , 
her hulbaud's moft i(.ea]ous friends which (he had fo lately felt, made 
daily, butchered : but the phari- her dill look upon thofe execu- 
fees ftill infifting, that to put a tions as the left evil of the two. 
flop to thefe feverities, would be 


mature 
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mature delibemtion therefore, fee agreed to the laft expedi- The queen 
ent propofed; of placing them in the feveral gariibns of grants 
kingdom, whence fee might at any time fetch them whcn.^^«» the 
occafion fcrved 5 and where they might be either fafc from part 
their enemies, or, at leaft, in a condition to ftand in their^ 
own defence. She excepted, however, diofe of Hyrcania^ 
Alexandria j and Macharon^ in which fee had depofited her 
moft valuable treafure, left, by feewing too great a confi- n? ckr 
dence in them, fee feould give umbrage to their enemies the ‘ 

pharifecs (F). How fee took her fon*s int^rceffion on their ' 

behalf, 

(F) The fourth book of Mac- Janneeus^ and continued fo un- 
cahees (9) takes no notice of their der his queen Alexandra ; fo that, 
being fenc into garifons ; but on- according to this lalf hillorian, 
iy tells us, that fee gave them he was of Idumean race, but by 
leave to retire into what cities of religion a Jew^ the Idusneans 
Juda:a they pleafed ; and that having long fince been profely ted, 
the eifenians, no lefs hated by and incorporated into the 
the pharifees, joined themfelves church and ftate, as we have 
to them. feen before. 

In this year, our learned But a modern Jefuit (3), who 

obferves ( i ), was born Herod^ af- has pretended to prove Jo/epbus*s 
|terwafdskingjDfyW/rh,ofwhom hiflory a mere Wgery, makes 
wc feall have a great deal to fpeak Herod to be an Athenian: his 
in the fequel ; for he was twenty- proofs are, that he is called in 
hye years old when he was made fome medals a benefaflor to 
governor of Galilee in the year Athens, and that there a^ually 
before ChriH 47. was one of his name in that city 

Concerning his father Antipas^ in Cfvfar^^ time. He has ad- 
or, as he grecilied his name, vanced feveral other fingularities 
Antipater, authors have given us concerning that prince, which 
various accounts, according as we may have occafion to mention, 
they were well or ill afieiled to- when we come to fpeak of his 
wards his fon. Thus iV. Hama- reign. 

feen, who had received great ob- But none have more debafed 
ligations from him, and publife- his origin than 
ed his hillory in HeroePs life, de- who, in his lette^P Ariftidei, 
rives his p^igree from one of mentioned by (4}, makes 

the principal Je^-ws that returned Antipater to have been the (bn of 
from the Babyhnijh captivity % one Herod an Afcalonite, who was 
for which flagrant flattery Jofe- veflry-kecper of Apoll^i temple 
phus, who mull have been better in chat city ; and withal fo poor, 
informed, doth fearply reprove that when hit fon (this our great 
him, and afliires us (2), that An- Herod) was taken prifoner by 
tipater was of a noble Idumaan fome Idumean robbers, he was 
£unily, and had been made go- not able to |edeem him ; fo that 
vernor of Idumea by Alexander he was brought up among tho(e 

(9) Cb, xxxii. (i) Sub A, JuL per, 4642. (2) Antiq, /. xiv. c, 2. 

(3J, Haidouin de tiumm. Herodian, (4) Ecet, hjfi, /. i. c, & 7. * 

Aa 4 banditti^ 
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b^lf) cfir biftorkn doth not tell us ; buc itrtilHateil^ thatHl^ 
feht him foon after with an army into Syria^ againft Pnlemy 
Mennaus^ who infefted all the neighbouring countries ; and 
that he returned foon after, without efFe£ling any thing worth 
notice *>, 

Vtearef About the fame time news came to her, that Ttgranes 
tHeddod king oi Jrmenia was come into Syria with an army of fifty 
thoufand men, had befieged Ptolemais^ and that his defign was 
Bef Chr* march from thence into Judtea. This news threw the 
whole kingdom into the greattft conflernation, it not being 
^■*'*'^^***^ in a condition to make head againft fo powerful an invader. 
Her em- She therefore hailed foine emballkdors, laden with the richeft 
hJ7y ta prefents, to befeech him to fpare her dominions, and to grant 
Tigrancs. her his friendfliip. Uoth prefents and embafly were received 
with marks of the fincercll kindnefs and afFe£lion, not fiS 
much out of regard to llrat prince fs, as to his own affairs, 
which had by this time taken a different turn ; his teriitorics 
being now threatened with an invafion from xht Romans, whd 
had already penetrated into Rontus and Cappadocia, where 
Lucullus was then ravaging all that country ; fo th.’t he was 
forced to go and defend his own territories, inflcad of in-* 
vadmg thofe of his neighbours 9 . ^ 

fhequeetis The queen was fciirccly rid of this danger, before Ihe fell 
Rcknefs. into new ones. A fit of fickncfs, which feized her about this 

time, dangerous in its nature, and much more fo on account of 

•) 

P Antiq 1 . xiii. c 24. Bell. Jud. 1 . i. c. 4. S Id, ibid, 

banditti, who were, however, of His oppofite pedigree, from a 
the Je^t/h religion i and this fexton of ApoUo'i temple, is at 
notion, it feems, was readily beA founded on a tradition, attri- 
adopted by feveral of the fa- buted to Chrift’s kmfmcn accord- 
thers (5}. ing to the fleOi, without the leaff 

One thing feems beyond con- authority, and feems to be trumps 
tradiffionj^^mely, that one of ed up to debafe the whole He* 
the main qjBps of the invincible radian family, which was uni- 
hatred which the whole Je^ifi verfally hated ; and can confe- 
nation bore againft that prince, quently never outweigh the tef- 
in fpite of his grandeur, genero- timony of Jofepbus^ who wanted 
fity, and munificence, was his neither means nor inclination to 
not being of Jem)iJh extrafl ; fo inform himielf of his genealogy, 
that what Damafcea, and after and* whofe authority is ffill uni- 
him the Arabic hiffory, printed verfally received, in fpite of all 
at the end of the Faris polyglot, all the cavils which the Jefuic 
affirm of his noble descent from above-quoted has raifed againft 
a ^enjoijh ftock, be i’alfe it, 
and gioundlefs. 


(s) Vid, Amir, niment, in tue, c, lii. 
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het grtat age, aaade her.}roungeft feh believe that beir death wa^ 
near at hand, and that it vrai therefore lirgh ticne for him to Her youngs 
think of feouring the crown fof bimfelf, which his elder bro- irfon tries 
ther was unfit for# To this end* he went out 6f yerufalen^^^fi^^^^ 
one night, accompanied by <me Angle confident, with a 
fign to go and bring over to his intereft thofe friends of his fa« 
ther, who had the cuftody of the feveral fortifications, oF 
which we have lately fpoken. This iecret he intruded with 
none but his own wife, whom he left behind with her Chil^ 
dren, till he came to the caAle of Agdha^ where GabeJluSy one 
of his father’s chief confidents, wl^ commanded there, re- 
ceived him with no fmail joy. He immediately declared to 
him the defign of his coming, and the rcafons 1 m had to fear, . 
left, if his mother died before he had made fure of the crown, 
not only he and his whole family, but all their friends in ge- 
neral, fhould again fall under the tyranny of thepharifaic feft, 
through the indolence and flupidity of his elder, brother, who 
would doubtlefs fufter himfclf to be wholly governed by them. 

As his fears were but too well grounded, he cafily gained Ga- Gabeftus 
bejlusj whofe example was foon followed by the governors/<?/»j nuitb 
of the other fortrefies, who all declared for him. 7he queen bhn in it. 
mifi'ed her fon from the firft night ; but did not fufpeft him Other go^ 
of any'defign^ till the alarmed pharifees brought her word, ^trnors 
that thefe fortreffes were gone over to bis intereft ; by which-^/'^'^'^ 
means he had got, in fomc meafure, the whole ftrength of the^^^* 
kingdom into his hands. As to the army, and cveii the peo- 
ple, who were heretofore fo ready to idolize their feft, they 
were fcnfible they had ufed them of late with fuch feverity 
gnd infolence, that, inftead of expeAing any fupporc from 
them, they had great reafon to fear they would, upon the 
very firft occafion, go over to Arijiohulm^ and embrace the 
milder government of the fadducees 

They had brought Hyrcan with them to the queen, when Hyrcan 
they came to acquaint her with the difmal ficuation of thf:\r brought tn 
affairs j and both he and they were very prefling witj^ her, to ^be queen, 
advife them what to do in fuch a dangerous cafe. Tne queen, 
who found herfelf dying, bad juft ftrength enough to tell 
them, that her condition would not now permit her to think 
of their fafety 5 and that (he left it wholly to them to fee to 
it themfelves. She added, that they wanted neither foldiers, 
arms, nor money, to make* head againft her^other foi>; and A/f/^o/ntea 
that (he appointed Hyrcan her fucceffor. She expired 
d lately after, in the feventy- third year of her age, and theA * 
ninth of her reign, to the inexpreffible grief |Of the pharifaieff-'’^*^'’**^;^- 
fa(ftion, who now could expeft nothing elfevut a fevere re- 

' Antiq. I. c. ult. Bell. Jud. 1. i. c. 4. 
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taliation for all their cruelties to the late kin^s frieiida { Imt 
to the great joy of all the reft of the kingdom, who now 
hoped to fee an efFec^lual end put to the pharifaic tyranny^ by 
her brave fon Arijiebulus (G)- 

Whilst, therefore, the hopes of fuch an happy change 
brought daily both army and people over to him, thepharifees 
found no other expedient to provide for their own fafety, 
than feizing on his wife and children, and confining them in 
the caftle of Baris^ to be kept there as hoflages againft him s 
but when they found, that this did not ftop his progrefs, but 
that he took the royal title and date upon him, and daily 
Phari/ees gained ftrength, they raifed an vmy againil him ; and Arijio^ 
raifi an hulus^ who deiired. nothing more than a decilive battle, well 
army a- knowing the valour and fidelity of his army, and that he had 
gain/ihri- little to fear from that of his brother, foon gave him an op- 
A * portunity of joining iflue with him. A battle was accord- 
nvhtch fQught Jericho^ in which moft of Hyrcan\ forces 

went over to his brother ; fo that he had no way left, but to 
♦ retire to JerufaUmy and to fhut hinifelf up in the fame caftle, 
where they had confined Arijhhulus\ wife and children. The 
few forces that ftuck by him followed his example, and took 
fanfluary within the verge of the temple 5 vtdierc tliey had not 


(G) This defc£lion from Hyr^ 
tanj whom fhe had nominated 
her ruccelTor, to her younger fon, 
who was in fome meafure in 
open rebellion againll her, did 
not proceed from any difrefped 
tiie people had for her ; for fhe 
appears to have been a princefs 
of great wifdom and condud ; 
and, could (he have fuppreiTed the 
pharifaic tyranny, would have 
left an unbleniilhed chara^er be- 
hind her ; and even this circum- 
iiance of her giving coo much 
way to it, appears to have been 
rather her misfortune than her 
fault. 

Some authors (6) have abfurd- 
]y confounded this queen with 
Salome tne wife, vand afterwards 
the widow, of ArijhhuittSy the 
elder brother of the hieAlexan- 
diTy and who, asl we obferved a 
little higher, out ofjo/ephusy was 


alfo called Alexandra ; fo that 
they have fuppofed her to have 
been the fame perfon ; and ehat, 
being left a widow, Alexander^ 
the next brother, had been 
obliged, according to the Mofaic 
law, to marry her, and raife up 
feed to his brother. 

But this has been fully con- 
futed by our learned PrideauXy 
in the place above quoted, fince 
Hyrcan, who is every- Where al- 
lowed to have been the fon of 
Alexandery is there proved to 
have been five years old before 
Arijlobulus died ; for Hyrcan be- 
ing, according to Jofipbusy above 
eighty years of age when he died, 
which happened in the year be- 
fore Chrid 30, eighty-one years 
will carry us back to the year 
before Cbrift 111. whereas Ari^ 
Jlohulus did not die till the year 
106. ' 


(^) Captl Gf oU yUt P«i/, emneSf, fu& A* 70. 
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been long before they came over to his vi£torious brother. 

Things being brought to this defpcratc ftate, Hyrcan was 
glad to accept of a peace upon any terms ; and Arijiohulus Hyrcan 
granted it to him, upon condition that he divefted hiinklf of reduced te 
his regal and pontifical dignity, and wholly refigncd them private 
him, and contented himfelf with a private life, with the en-A^^* 
joyment of his peculiar patrimony. Hyrcan^ who, as wc have 
obferved more than once, was a man without ambition or 
fpirit, made no difficulty to yield to thefe conditions, and to 
diveft himfelf of a government he could keep no longer, af- 
ter a three months troublefome pofleffion of it * (H). 

This 

* Antiq. 1 . xiv. c. i, 2, 3. Bell. Jud.Li. c. $. 


(H) So fays the text in Jofe^ 
phus ; but our excellent VJher 
has clearly (hewn, from the fix 
years which elapfed between the 
confulate of ^ Hortenjius and 
^ Metellusy in whicli Hyrcan 
began his reign, and that of C. 
AntoniuSf and M. 7, Cicero^ in 
which hjs brother Arijiobulus was 
depofed by Pompey^ that there 
mufi be an error crept into Jofe* 
phus^ who allows but three months 
reigii to the former, and three 
years and fix months to the latter. 

But that learned prelate has not 
fo well fucceeded in correfling 
that mifiake, by fuppofing that 
Hyrcan reigned three years and 
three months (7), and that the 
former of the two numbers had 
been dropped by the carelefihefs 
of the tranferibers ; for this feems 
quite contrary to the tenor of 
Jofephusj who makes his reign 
and depofition to have followed 
much cloier than this fuppofition 
will admit of. 

Another great antiquary (8) 
has taken a different way to folate 
the difficulty, by fuppofing that 
Hyrcan was divelled of his regal 
dignity after the firfl three 
months; biit that he preferved 


the high-prielthood three years 
longer ; that is, till his flight to 
Aretas^ of which we (hall fpeak 
by-and-by ; and that the three 
years and fix months allowed to 
his brother by the hiflo- 

rian, are to be reckoned only 
from the time that he affumed 
the pontifical dignity. But this 
again is contradifted by Jofephut^ 
who makes Arijiobulus to have 
divefled his brother of both dig- 
nities, and to have taken them 
upon himfelf at one and the fame 
time, and Hyrcan to have been 
reduced to a private ftate. 

Dean Pridcaux^ in the place 
above quoted, fuppofes there- 
fore, that the original had fix 
years and fix months, it being 
more reafonable, that a numeri- 
cal letter fhould be changed by 
carelefTnefs of the feribe, than a 
whole word; that is, that he 
fhould miftake a three for a fix, 
rather than a month for a year, 
as in the fuppofition of arch- 
bifhop VJher, 

From the objedion, that 
fephus in another place (9) gives 
him but three years reign, and 
that not in numerical letters, but 
in words at lei%th, which might 


(7) Sub A, JuLper,^(ai^'j, (8) Petav, ap, Prid. cwntH* fub A* 70* 

(9) /. XX. r. 8. odjin, Conf^ cum /. xiv, ll, & xt« 9. 

ba 
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This dcpofition did not however hinder HyreanU retain- 
ing ftill a powerful party, which, confifting of pharifccs^ ivho' 

* had nothing to hope for, but a great deal to fear, from his 
fuccefsful brother, were ftiJl bufily plotting to raife up their 
old idol over him. This was gladly obferved by AntipaUr the 
father of Herod^ whofe nation and pedigree we have fpoken 
Antipater of in a late note. This perfon, though, in all likelihood, in- 
in fear of different as to the diftinc^ion between pbarifee and fadducee, 
Arillobu' being, as we there obferved, an Humean profeJyte, was in as 
lus. great danger of feeling the lefentments AriJiobuluSy as any 
of the former fe(Sl. His peculiar ikiil ajid addreis, backed by 
an unmeafurable ambition, had long before recommended 
him to tire fevoiirof the hte^ing A/exandety and' of his queen 
Alexandra y who had beflowed the government of Idumea up- 
on him \ and, as he had ftill teoked upon Hyrean as tiieir fuc- 
Year of ceflbr, the ho|>es of advancing himidf ftill higher under that 
the flood Toft prince, had betrayed him into a more than ordinary zeal 
2283. for him ; fo that, when he came to fee his brother on the 
throne, he had all riie reafon in the world, not only to defpair 
^ 5 * of further advancement, but to dread his refentment. I'hw 
determined him to join with the difeontented pharifecs, whom, 
\ time, he ftill took care to fill with fears and jea- 

*J 7 o prince, whom they ftiled an ufurpiT 5 and 

idplar\- them, would never think himfclf fecure, till he 


fees. 


be therefore looked upon as a 
confirmation of the former, the 
jlame judicious author rather con> 
firms his own hypothcfls in as 
clear a manner us the fubjed can 
admit of. To give his anfwer at 
length, would fwell this note too 
much ; wc (hall therefore content 
ourfelves with hinting at the 
main 11 refs of the argument. 

He obferves, that this lafl; place 
has three years^ and the famenum- 
her ef montbsy whereas the for- 
,mer has three years, and fix 
months : from whence he /up- 
pofes, that fome critic, finding 
ehis diflrerenix between thoTe two 
places, and no<t fufpeOing this 
Jail CO have been corrupted ; eluit 
is, three to have been put inftead 
: of fix years $ hasj altered the other 
place according to it, in order to 


reconcile the Je'wfJh hilloiian# 
and fo, initead of fix years, and 
}uil as many months, as he 
found it written, he made it 
three years, and as many months, 
as he found it corrupted in the 
other place. 

This fuppofition, which can- 
not but appear very probable to 
thofe who are acquainted with 
manuferipts, and with the inad- 
vertency of tranferiber^ as well 
as the boldnefs of critics in cor* 
redling them, takes away at once 
all the difficulties, reconciles 
Jefepbus to himfidf, and fills up 
the fix years fpace ^tween Hyr- 
can^s reign, and Arifiobulush de- 
pofition, according to the confiil- 
ates under which each of them 
is affirmed by him to have hap- 
pened (1). 


(i) Conf, ant, /. xiv, r. ii. ^ xx. c, 8. 


had 
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had cut off Jiis brother,, and, with him, all that had been in 
his intereft (I). 

As foon as he had gained Hyrean^s confent, he offered him- 
ijblf to go and negotiate that affair with Jretas > which he 
did with fuchorivacy and difpatch, that he came back very 
foon, took Jnyrean with him in the night, and, by long Carries 
journeys, brought him to Petra^ the metropolis of Arabia^ Hyrcan 
where he prefented him to the king. It is likely, that Ara- 

patery at his firft interview with Aretas^ had only engaged 
him to proteft Hyrcan againft his brother ; but now they were 
both at his court, he began to open to him the other part of 
his defign, and to convince him how much It would be his 
intereft to aflift him in the recovery of his kingdom, by af- 
furing him, that He (hould have all the places rettored to him, 
which had been heretofore taken from him by tlic Jewiflj 
kings, which were very many and coniiderable, and which 
he muft never hope to recover, as long as Ariftohulus was on 
the throne. Hyrcan was eafily perfuaded to confirm all his mi- , 
nifter had faid, and to ratify all the engagements he had made to 
the Arabian king, who came foon after with them vaXc^Judaa^ Aretas 
at the head of an army of five thoufand men, where he \t2i%in'vade5 
joined by thofe of Hyrcan* s party. Arijiobulus marched againft Judaea, 
him, and an dbftinate , fight enfued, in which he was totally 
defeated, and forced to flee into yerufalem, Aretas purfued Ariflobu- 
htn^ thither, and, entering that metropolis without oppofition, de- 
drove him, and his few men, moft of them priefts, into 
precindl of the temple, and there clofely befieged him, whilft Brjiegedifs 
rhe reft of the people declared for the conqueror ^ But h^vt^he temple. 
the bciiegers were guilty of two fuch fiagr.mt deeds, as did 
sot kNSg go without due punifhment. I'he reader may fee 


^ Antiq. 1. xiv. c. 4 . 

( I ) By thefe ixifinaanons he 
foon them into his defign 
to dethrone him, and ftc up his 
brother again ; but his great dif- 
licahy was, to prevail upon Hyr- 
can to join with them. That 
prince, being of an eafy and indo- 
lent difpofition, could not be pet- 
fuaded, chat his brother would at- 
tempt any thing againft his life ; 
neither had he any ambition to 
recover his loft dignities ; or, if 
he had, it was eafily cooled by 


Bell. Jud. 1. i. c. 5 . 

the danger of attempting it, 
which J>e viewed in the moft dif- 
mal light. When therefore An- 
tifater percewed, that fear was 
his predominant paftion, he railed 
fuch a battery .'igainft ir, by re- 
peated affarances^thac his life was 
in manifeft danger, and that he 
muft* refolve either to reign or 
die, that the weak prince was 
at length wroi^ht upon to feek 
for fafety and rnliftance from Are ■ 
tas king of Arabia 


( 2) Antif, I, xir. r, 2. Beil, JujL /, i, c, 5, 


them 
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them in the following note (K), whilft we purfuo the account 
of that hege in the next fe^on. 


(K) The temple being thus 
befteged, and the approaching 
feaft of the pafTover thereby like- 
ly to be wholly obflrufled, many 
of the chief of the retired 
into Egypt to celebrate it there. 
On the other hand, the befieged 
having neither lambs, nor other 
vidbms, for the facrihees of that 
folemnity, :AriJiohultu applied 
himfelf to the beliegers to fup- 
ply them with a competent num- 
ber of them I which thofe at 
iirft proniifed, upon condition 
that they paid them a thoufand 
drachms of filver for every head, 
and had the money beforehand. 
But when the fum ilipulated was 
let down to them by a rope from 
the top of the wall, they refufed 
to fend the viflims : upon which 
the priells went to the altar, and, 
inftead of them, odered up their 
prayers to G o n. that he would 
fpeedily punifh their perfidious 
contempt of his religion. To 
this guilt the beliegers added an- 
other, neither of which went 
long unpunifhed. 

There was at that time in ^e- 
rufalem one Onias, a man in 
high efleem for his findity ; and 
who was thought to have iaved 
the land from a famine, by ob- 
taining from heaven a comfort- 
able rain, after a long and griev- 
ous drought. This good man, 
feeing his unhappy country in- 
volve in a civil war, had retired 


into Tome of the neighbouring 
deferts, and hid himfelf there. 
Him they found out, and brought 
by main force to the iiege ; and 
wpuld have obliged him to curie 
Ariftobulus^ and his adherents. 
He refilled a long time, till, con- 
llrained at length by their threats, 
he lifted up his hands to heaven, 
and addrefied it in words to this 
cfFeft: O Lord fmjereign 
Go*vernor of the nxsorld^ Jince thefe 
that hefiege thy temple are thy 
people^ and thofe that are befieged 
in it are thy priejls^ Ibefeech thee 
to hear the prayers of neither fide. 
He had fcarce pronounced thefe 
words, before the exalperated 
multitude let fly on him fuch 
vollies of Hones, as put .an end 
to his life. This double crime 
brought a double punifiiment 
very fpeedily upon them : a ve- 
hement fiormy wind (ho^ly 
after dellroyed all their fruit and 
grain ; infomuch that a meafure 
of wheat fold for eleven drachms, 
and other provifions in propor- 
tion (3). But the mod dreadful 
of all was, the falling prefcntly 
after under the yoke of the Ro- 
mans ; a yoke which they never 
more could fhake off*, but groan- 
ed under the fevere weight of it, 
till the utter dellruflion of their 
city and temple, and their total 
difperfion throughout the world, 
as will be feen in the next fe- 
flions. 


( 3 ) 5^^/' ^ btlL Jud, uhlJvpreL. 
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^be Uiftory of the Jews, from their being fubdued by 
the Romans to the Reign of Herod the Great. 

^RISTOBULUS^ being thus ftreightly beficged by the 

Arabian king, and forfaken by all his party, was forced mans in- 
to have recourfe to the Romans ; for Pompey^ having by this wsed by 
time overcome Tigranes^ was retired into the Lejir Armenia^ Ariitol^ 
and from thence had difpatched Gabinius into judaa ; and Jus. 
this laft, having received three hundred talents homAriJlobulus^ Y«ar of 
was gone back without aSing for or againft him. Scaurus 
came next from Syria into Judaa^ and, in h|s way, was met *283. 
by fome embafladors from the two contending brothers, each 
to implore his friendfliip and aififtance, for which they offered ^ _ 

him four hundred talents. Scaurus ^ who knew Arijlobulus to 
be the more liberal, and the braver of the two, fuftered him- 1 
felf to be gained by him : befides, as he rightly judged, it Anftol^ 
would be the eafier tafk to reftore him, fince he need but 
oblige Aretas to raife the fiege, and depart out of Judaa ^ and 
Hyrcan would foon be abandoned by his party. He therefore 
wrote a threatening letter to Aretas^ in which he told him, 
that, if he did not immediately withdraw his troops, he ihould 
be declared an enemy to Rome^ and oblige Pompey to turn bis 
arms againfl him. Aretas^ who had no mind to exafperate 
the Roman general, readily obeyed, and led his army out of 
Judaa: Scaurus returned to Damafeus \ and Arijlobulus^ be- 
ang thus timely relieved, gathered up what forces he could, 
and purfued after the Arabian king. He overtook him, and 
*his brother Hyrcan^ at a place called Papyrion ; ahd gave him Aretas de- 
a great overthrow, in which he killed feven thoufand of his feated, 
men, and amongft them Cephalion the brother of Antipater 
Much about the fame time Pompey ^ being come to Damafeus^ 
received emba/Tadors from all the neighbouring ftates, cfpe- brothers 
daily thofe of Judan^ Syria^ Egypt, Thefe three laft, hf^Xngjetid pre- 
^)ut a kind of ufurpers, were extremely deflrous to bring the fents to 
Romans over to their intereft, and endeavoured to gain their Ponipcy. 
general by inoft magnificent prefents (A). 

Soon 

* Antiq. I. xiv. c. 4. Bell. Jud. I. n c. 5. 


(A) Arijlobulus 9 for his part, 
fent him a golden vine, upon'*a 
fquare mount, with the fruit on 
.Tf, and deer, lions, and other 
kafis akttt it, all of the fame 
■'2 ' ^ 


precious metal. This curious 
piece had beeh formerly made by 
Alexander Janneeus^ and was 
now font to Pompey^ who con- 
veyed it to Rome, \yhcre it was 
depofited* 



Sind a fit 
tond ftn* 


■ , -'*11 

. Soon this the two concluding brothers &nt 9 k ihpsWrtC 
embair]^toJ%n^i7» on bis comin|[ info each t6^^* 

plore his frlendihip and patronage egairifi the other ; 

in behajf (^f Hyrcan^ and Nicodemsm bi^ljal^ dtryti^ 
his. ^otb W6ce heard with feeming aid drh^ 

mified with faiY promifes, and the two brothers ordered to ap« 
pear in perfon, and to plead their caufes before him ^ 
after a full hearing, he engaged to decide the controverfy' n? 
juft ice Ihould direct (B). 

Year of Early on the following year Pompey came again into 
the flood Syna^ wliere he depofed fcveral petty tyrants, toolc feverai 
2285, fortrefles, particularly that of Lyfiad^ of which Silas a Jew 
Bef. Chr. had made himfelf mafter, and came at length to Damafeus. 

63. Here he found the two brothers, who were come to plead 
their caufe and pretenfions before him, and had brought a 
great number of witnefles to their refpeflive pleas. But, be- 
. ''^^“des thefe, there came another fet of Jews^ to plead againij; 

both, alleging, that their nation had been for a long 
* .time governed only by the high-priefts of the God of Ifraet^ 

without the regal dignity; and that, though the two brothers 
of the facerdotal race, they had governed them contrary 
*to their antient laws, by taking the power and title of king^, 
and thereby reducing iht JewiJh nation into a ftatcof flavery. 
Hyrcan’/ Hyrcan fpokc next, and complained, that, being the elder bro- 
defence, ther, he had been uniuftly depofed by Arijiohulus^ and by him 
forced into a private ftate, with only the income of a few pa- 
ternal lands, whilft he, not contented with the revenues oH 
the whole kingdom, committed continual depredations on bis ' 
neighbours both by fea and land. For proof of all which, he 
brought a thoufand of the principal 7ru/r, who had been g^n-* 
cd by Ant\pater<^ to witnels what he had alleged. To* this 


depoflted in the temple of Jupi* 
ter, in the Capitol. Strabo tells 
ns (i ), that he faw it there, and 
that it was reckoned worth five 
thoufaad talents. However, the 
fenate, being neither willii^ to 
acknowl^e for king 

ofjud/ea^ nor CO retnrn fii noble 
and esurious a prefent, ordered it 
to be inferibed to his father ,44^* 
mder king of the Jvuju 

U^mwM^ly for Arfjfa* 
luUt^ his eifiHMor took itjn- 
to his head to complain of Sonr- 


rus and Gabinius, for having re« 
ceived the former four hundred^ 
and the latter three hundred ta^ 
lents from his mafter ; by which 
he made thofe two generals, who 
had a great influence on Pomp^, 
to become his enemies {t) i olm 
rt 3 fijurth book of MatoAtoy 
adds, that the Rtman general ac- 
cdrdingly promifed him to decide 
in ftvour of Arifiobulus^ but 
uod^tkiuul^ed jo&voar pt his 
jpttha r (3). . 


(j) Strah, 
/, XIV. r. 3. 


_ M4IIW 

1 ) e, twin, 

'•’jMjfam 


Jtr^^bulus replied, that be had indeed turned Njjttj^ther out Ariflobii^' 
of the,governmeilt $ but that it was, becaufe hemli incapable 
of holding it, and not froff any ambidous views of hii owp $ 
that ffyrcan was a perfon of fo unaftive and fluggifli a difpo^ 
fition, and fo defpifed by the people, that he had oeen fenced 
to wreft the power out of his hands, left it ihouM be 'tranf- 
ferred into another family. He adde(^ that, as to the roval 
title, it was no other than his father Alexander had borne be- 
fore him. However, Pompey^ after a full hearing of all par-Pompey 
tics, wifely deferred giving hib ftntence, left Anflobulus^ puts off tib 

whom he defigned to declare, (hould obftru£l his intended ex-tbedeci^ 
pedition agaiiift the Nahatbeans ; and contented himfelf with/®* » 
difmiffing them with a promife, that as foon as he had fub- 
dued Aretas^ he Would come himfelf into yudaa^ and there 
determine their controverfy. Arijhbulus^ who looked upon and Ari- 
this delay as an ill omen, and did not perhaps care to feefiobulus 
Pompey in yuda:a^ went away in an huff, firft to Delion^ mA goes off iA 
thence into Juda^ay without fo much as taking leave 
him b. 

This proceeding highly offended the Roman general ; 

Who thereupon lent for his troops, which he had in 
Syria ; and with thofe whi^.h he defigned againft the Arabiafry 
and the legions which he had with him, marched ftrait againft 
yudaa, Sijhbulut had not been idle, but had eot a good 
arm^ under him, and was himfelf at the caftle of Alexandriony 
a place of no fmall ftrtngth (C), when Pompey entered 
daa. As foon as this laft had reached Coreuy he fent tor 
Ari6ohulut to come to him ; who would willmgl) have ex- It fum* 
tilled himfclt from it, but was at length prevailed upon Xyuionedto 
tboie that were about him to obey the funimons, and prevent 
thereby a war with the Roman general. He came according--^^^ ^''**^* 
ly ; more than once or twice, to him, and conferitd wi h 
him about the difpute between his brother and him, fparmg 
neither compliments, promifes, nor prefents, to engage him 


^ Antiq. 1. xiv. c. 5 . &bell. Jud. 1. i c. 5 . 


(C) This fortrefs had been built 
by his fuher Alexander Jann^tus^ 
and was from him called Ale an- 
driou ; it was fituace on an high 
mountain, in tlie very eq|Taiice 
into Judieuy near the town of 
CweaX\\ which was the hrft 
place mjudaa on the Samaritan 
and upon the load to Je- 


rsebo, on the frontiers of Judah 
and Benjamin ( 5 }. Alexandrian 
was afterwards cbe burying-plaec 
of the Jewiyb Agings; Ip that, 
though It vva^ dcmolifhed by the 
Romans^ it was rebuilt by Hetody 
and his foiis fent thither to be byi- 
ried, as we fhaU fee in the fe* 
quel. 


U i.‘f. ^ 

V01..X. 


aotift im aiiu r. ult, air. 6 , 

Rh 
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on .his fidci Pompey as often dirmifled him with a Ihew o^ 
friendihip)* Aftd fuffered him to return to his caille. At 
length he propofed to him, that he {hould put all his fortrelTea 
into his hands, and fend orders to all his governors to refign 
them to him without heiitation. It was cafy then for him to 
fee, that the Roman general was in his brother’s intereft^ 
and wanted only to put it out of his power to maintain him- 
felf againft him. But though he had been long before fufpedl* 
ing his partiality, and had taken all poilible methods to fecure 
himfclf againft it, yet was he forced, though much agaihft 
hii will, to comply with the propofal, being now in that 
general’s hands. But, as foon as he was got away from him, 
he fled with all fpeed to Jerufalem^ with full refolution to 
defeat his defign 

was not long in following him thither(D); zxiAAri* 
Jlobulus^ repenting now of what he had done, came out, and 
went to throw himftlf at his feet, and to beg of him to for** 
bear any hoftilities againft the Jewijh nation, promifing him 
a confiderable fiim of money upon that condition. The ge- 
neral agreed to it, and, keeping him in his camp, fent Ga* 
binius With fomc troops to receive the money ; but he was 
rcpulfed by the garifon, who (hut the gates againft lym, and 
refufed to perfoim the agreement. This difappointmcnt fo 
exafperated Pompry^ that he ordered Ariftohulm to be kept in 
chains, and marched direfilly with his whole army againft the 

^ ’ He 


* Antiq 1. xiv. c 6. 

(D) Upon bis encamping in the 
plain of Jertcho^ he received the 
agreeable news, that Mtthndates 
had killed himfclf, and that his 
treacherous fon had f( ized upon 
the kingdom ; and in fuch haile 
was the army to know it, that 
the general, for want of a tri- 
b anal to communicate it to them, 
according to cuftom, caufed one 
tc be raiied by laying a number 
of faddles onc^ upon another, 
from which he acquainted them 
with the Fontic king’s death, and 
received their ^ congratulations 
with the ufual fignals of joy (6). 

(E) Wc have had frequent oc- 
cafipn to fpeak of the ftrength of 

(^) Flat, in 


bell. Jud. ubi fup 

this place, both with refj^A to 
Its excellent ficuation, and to its 
other fortifications ; fo that, being 
now fo well garifoned and pro* 
vided, it migtit in all likelihood 
have found the Roman general 
woik enough to have taken it 
by fiege ; but, unfortunately for 
it, thofe that (hould have defend- 
ed It, were divided into two par- 
ties : that for At iftobulue were foc 
landing out to the laft ag^nft a 
general, who daied to keep their 
king in chains; but that for 
Hyrcan, which were the more 
iiumerou«, were, on the contrary, 
for opening the gates to |iim, 
and preventing thereby the fikd ef* 
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He was invIteJ foon after into it» and fentd^, one oFhlsW^f- 
gcncrals, with a number of troops, to fccure'roe place, znAfi^estbe 
the royal palace, whilfir^ thofe that were in the temple wcreo/y. 
bufy in fortifying every part of it that could be of fervice to 
them to hold on the (lege. Pompfy at firft fen t to them Tome 
propofals of peace ; but, finding themrefolved to (land it out, 
he fet himfelf immediately to beliege them in form. He be- 
gan with inclofing the place with a ftrong wall, to prevent 
cither their flight, or their receiving any help from without ; 

'Hyrcan gladly furnifhing him with all neceflary things to cany 
on the work. Battering rams, and other engines of war, be- 
ing brought to him from Tyre^ he ordered the attack to be 
made on the north -fide of the temple, which was the weakefl-, 
though inclofed with ftrong walls, high towers, and other 
fortifications, and had a large deep ditch, and a fpacious valley, 
beneath it. As for the other fides of it, they were in a man- 
ner inacceflible, after the bridges had been broken down, 
by reafon of their cragginefs and fteepnefs. The battering 
engines were accordingly raifed on mounds and platform^, 
and began to play in earneft againft the place, and to fling 
large flones into it, whtlft the befieged were as induflrious in 
leveling the one, and difmounting the other, as fall as they 
were raifed*by the befiegers. The fiege had already taken up 
three months, and might in all likelihood have lafted much 
longer, if not perhaps been raifed, had not the befieged been Strangw 
^ized again with their old fatal fuperftition about the breach/^^^'y^f* 
of the fabbath, which hindered them from making fuch a de- 
fence as they had formerly, and fhould now have done (F). Jews, 
This fcruple had now again made fuch an impreflion upon 
them, that they never moved an hand on that day to hinder 
t^her mounds and batteries being raifed, or breaches being 


fe6ks of a fiege, and deflru^ive 
war. The priefls declared for 
the former, but the generality of 
the people were for the latter , fo 
that Atiftohului"^ P^rty, finding 
themfelves overpowered, were 
forced to retire within the pre- 
cin£t of the temple, breaking 
down all the bridges between 
chat and the city, chat were over 
the deep valley, which parted 
thofe two places, before Pompey 
coaid be admitted into the latter. 

(F) We have had occafion 
heretofore to fhew how deflruc- 
tive that notion had been to their 


forefathers, and how wifely it 
hid bsen condemned by the brave 
Maccabees ; fb that from their 
time they had made no fcruple 
to take up arms againfl an offend- 
ing enemy ; but now they were, 
it feem^, taken with a qualm of 
confcience, that, though it was 
lawful CO Hand in their defence 
on the fabba'ch, when an actual 
alTault was made upon them, it 
did not therefore follow, that they 
might do any thing on that day 
towafds preventing thofe prepa- 
ratives which the enemy made 
towaads fuch future afiaults. 

B b 2 made 
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made on their Wlls ; which being at laft perceived by the 
befiegers, they took the advantage of getting all things ready^ 
for an afliult on that day, without throwing cither ftones, or 
any miflive weapon, that might force them on their own de- 
fence ; fo tint the befiegcd might let them go on with their 
other works without the lealt oppofition ; and fuch was their 
a&eal for the divine fcrvice of the temple, that no annoyance 
from the enemy could obftru6t it from being performed with 
* the fame regularity and calmnefs, as in time of the profound- 
eft peace. By thefe means the befiegers made at length fo deep 
a breach by playing down one of their towers, which in its 
fall brought down a confiderable part of the wall, that they 
Tie city cafily maftered the place. Cornelius Faujlus^ the fon of Sylla^ 

taken. at the head of a number of troops, mounted one end of the 

Year of breach, Furius the other end, and Fahius in the middle. An 
the flood horrid flaughter immediately enfued, in which no lefs than 
2285. twelve thoufand of the befiegcd were killed by the Romans^ 
Bcf. Chr. befidcs many more, who died by their own hands. In this 
® 3 * aflion the Jews of the contrary faction adted with greatet 
fury and cruelty againft; them than the heathen. 

What was moft furprifing during this horrid feene of 
Admirable was the conftancy of the priefts, who never inter- 

canftancy moment the divine fervice of the temple; but con- 

tinued to offer up their ufual prayers, praifes, and faciifices, 
pnejts. calmnefs and affiduity, as if no fuch flaughter 

had been then adling in that facred place ; and at laft fu&red 
themfclvts to be butchered before the altar, with as much 
mceknefs and conftancy, as the vidlims they were then offer- 
ing upon it (G). Pcfvpeyy though farpriied at their religious 
conftancy, cauled all the prifoners that were found to 
been moft zealous againft him to be put to death, whilA^i 
great number of the rtll prevented him by a defperate exit, 
Ibme throwing tlicmfelves down the deepeft precipices, and 
others, fetting their apartments on fire, burnt themfelves in it. 
Thefe were the fruits of Afijlobulus*^ ambition, and of the 
two contending brothers calling in the Romans, Thefe new 
mafters, who fcldom, if ever, lent their affiftance birt with a 
(G) It is obfervable, chat the have been that of the facred year ; 
city was taken on the very day on but it is more probable to have 
which the Jews were keeping a been the third of the civil year, 
folemn faft, in memory of its called Tbammusy anfwering to our 
having been formerly taken by J^nnfp as dean Pndeaux has Ihewn 
P^thuAadneKzary on the aSth (8). On the fame day, twepty- 
of the month Chijl^y anfwering fix years after, it was likewHe 
to our according to the uken by ^ofiusy by which the 

learned VJber (7), who takes the Jews became fubjed to the A- 
Chird month here mendoied to rodian feeptre. 

(7) Siik A, M. 3641. («; Sub A. ant. Qbufi. 63. 

view 
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view of cnflaving, foon altered the face of the Jewljh afiairs, 
according to their ufual method. Hyrcan was indeed reflored 
to the pontifical dignity, with the fpecious title of prince, 
though from thenceforth tributary to Roms; but he 
wholly divefied of his regal one, and forbid to refunie either-^^'*^^’ 
the diadem, or royal ftyle, or to extend his teiritory beyond 
the old borders of Judera, All the c ties which had been 
gained by his predccelTors in Coeujytia -dtid Pharnictay were 
taken from him, and reftoied to Syna (H), of which pro»- 
vince Scaurus was left governor, at the head of two Roman 
legions, to keep the country in awe, whilft the conqueror 
prepared him fell to return to Rome. 

But, before he left yerufalcniy he gave the a more 
morti ying ftioke than any we have jct related. Wc have Pompey 
had frequent occafion to mention how jealous they were of enters into 
having their temple profaned by ftrangers, whom they abfo- 
lutely debarred from fetting a foot into that holy phee. But 
Pomptyy as eager to fitisfy his curiofity, and to view the moft Year of 
facred rcccfles of that building, caufed them to be opened to the flood 
him ; and, attended with a number of his chief commanders, 2185. 
penetrated even into the moft holy place, into which the high- Bef. Chr. 
prieft alone was permitted to enter once a year, on the grand 63. 

day of expiation He viewed w’lth a curious c) e the golden C/^*VNi 
table, candleftick, cenfers, lamps, and other golden veflcls, 
the great quantity of rich perfumes and fpices ufed in the di- 
vine worfhip ; and in the treafury he found about two thou- 
(and talents. But whether the farrednefs of the place infpired 
him with an uncommon refpeft for ihofe coftly things, which 
he there faw, our author tcJls us that he not only forbore 
touch any of them, but that he immediately ordered 
pliefts and officers of the temple to purify it, and to otTer 
their facnfices according to cuftrom (1). ^^IduUn- 

Pompey y having thus fubduecl the Jewijh nation, to prevent ** 
a future revolt, pulled down the walls of Jetufulcjiiy and leli-'^ 

Siauius 

^ See vol iii. p. 44, & feq. Vid & p. 50, note. ® Joseph. 

ant. 1. xiv. c. 8. 


(H) Thcfe were, among many is alfo related by feveral heathen 

others of Icfs note, thofe of Hyr- authors ; and, excepting fome dif- 
caniauy Scythopoltsy Pella^ Dion, fexence in fmall particulars, al- 
Samaria^ Martjfa, Axotus^ Jant- moft to the fame purport with 
»/*?. and in the inland ; Jofephus. Cicero highly rom- 

togothcrw\thGaza,yoppa,Dota, mends the refpedt that general 
and the tower of Str atony on the (hewed to the facred utexrfils of 
fea-coafts. the temple (9). Linsy^ O/0- 

(I) This expedition and fuc- JiuSy EutropiUSy Strabo , Lucauy 
Cefs of Pompey againft the Jevjs Plutarchy ^aettusy FloruSy DiOy 

( 9 ) Otat, pro L, 
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AriAobu- Scaurus governor with a fufEcient force. He fet out for Rome 
^t!i%carned foon ^fter, took with him Ariftohulus^ and bis two fons, 
to Rome. Alexander and Aniigonus^ with his two daughters, as cap* 
tives fit to adorn his future triumph. However, they 
Alexander were not, it feems, fo clofely guarded , hwi Alexander found 
rttuffts t»- means to efcape, and to return into judeca \ where he foon 
to Judasa. drew a confidcrable party after him, which proved the fourcc 
of new and more grievous tioublcs (K). 

Antipa- As foon as Hyj can himfclf riJ of his rival brother, 
policy he rclapfcd afrefh into his indolence, leaving the care of his 
affairs to Aniifater^ who, like a tiue politiciin, failed not to 
turn It to his advantage, and the aggrandizing of his family. 
He fortfaw, however, that he could not ealily compafs his 
ends, iinltfs he endeared himfelf to the ; and therefore 

fp^red neither pains nor coft to gam their favour. Scaurus 
was loon after beholden to him tor a fupply of corn, and 
other provifion, without which his army, which he had lid 
againfi the metropolis of Arabia ^ muft have been in danger of 
peiifhing. This ftrvicc was followed by another, Anti^ 
pater^ who was fo well known to the king of Arabia^ went 
and prevailed on that prince to pay three hundred talents to 
the Ron an general, and tlienby favc his coumiy from»being 
ravaged by him (L). I'nus 

and Appian, as well as PUtmeh^ (K) As for his father and bro* 
have Jikevvife made mention of ther, they were brought to^Ro^te, 
it. and led in triumph among the 

But this moderation of hts many other princes whom Pom^ 
did not hinder the jeves from pey had conquered. What be- 
refenting the indignity he had came of Aiijiohulus afterwards, 
oRertd to chat holy place, more we may fee in the fequel \ but 
than all the inifchiets they had among the rich oils which PMu- 
laftered from him, and fioni c lined with him, was the 
afcnbing all the misfortunes that golden vine we have fjioken of in 
befel him afterwards, to this (a- the lafl fedhon, the worth of 
trilegious attempt (i) Many which is faid to have amounted 
Chnffians have been of tJie fame to five or fix hundred talents, and 
mind, ind men are indeed too which he dedicated to Jupiter 
apt to judge rafhly in matters of Caphohnus [z). 
tnis nature; but whatever may (L) It is alfo very probable, 
have been the caufc of that great that Antipatcr was tl*e perfbn 
general's misfortunes, it is plain, who piocured thofe fervices from 
that this viftory over the Je^s Ply can to the Athenians^ for 
was the fall he ever gained, and which Jo/epbus tells us (3), th^ 
that from this time his .affairs made chat honourable of their 
went from bad to worfe, as we fenate, in which the pontiff is 
(hall (hew when we come to the Ailed a great friend and benefac* 
Raman hiAory . lor to all the G t eeksyZxA more par* 

(1) Anttq. /. ':n. c 9 . Antiq. ubi f-ifra, alfo the uutbors quot/d 

tniU laft note* (3) Ant, U j«v. t. 9. 

ticularly 
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Thus did that politic minifter lay the foundations for hfs 
future grandeur, by fecuring the friendlhip Of the mod power- 
ful ftates. Herod his fon followed the fame maxims, efpeci J- < 

ly with regard to the Romans and Athenians ; and theicby 
completed what his father had^bcgun, as the fequel will foon 
ihcw ^ 

In the mean time Alexander having got a (Irong party in Alexander 
yudeca^ and an army of ten thoufand foot and fifteen hundred < 24 j^/Ju- 
norfe, began to raife and fortify fevcial eminent fortrelTei^ dxa. 
fuch as thofeof Alexandrton and Mathevrony iicuatc near the 
foot of the Arabian mountains ; and from them made fre- Ytar of 
quent incurfions into yitda-a. Hyrcan was not in a con Ji non the flood 
to fupprefi him; on the contrary, having endeavoured to 2191. 
Iheltcr liimfelf from him by rebuilding the walls of his metro- Bef. Chr. 
polls, whichP^;/^/)' had caufei to bedemohflicd, Romaus^ S 7 ^ 
always jealous of their new conquefls, lud ordered liim to 
defift 5 fo that he was forced to call tlicm to fupprefs this new , 

invader. Accordingly Gahinius^ who was prelident of ^ * 

and was lately come into that province, lent Mau Antony 
,with fomc troops againft him, whilft himfclf and the reft of 
his army were piepaiing to follow him. Antipater fent l.ke- 
wife fuch forces as he had raifed, to Join the Rojnan general ; 
and thefc b«ng followed by a number of Jews in the Roman 
jntereft, with Pitolaus at their head, Alexander was forced to 
retire into the neighbourhood of yerufakin^ where a battle was . . , 

fifon after fought, in which he was defeated, and loft 
thoufand of his men, befides thofe that were taken prifoners. ‘ 

He was thence purfued to Alexandrian^ where he had refuged 
liimfelf, and there bcfiegcd by Gabinius *, but the place 

^ Ant. 1 , xiv. c. 10, & fcq. 

ticularly to the Athenians, and an antient writer (5), that there 
for which they Screed him a was a temple in cheir acaclemv 
crown of gold, and a flame of dedicated to the Mufes, in which 
brafs, to be placed in the temple P/ato fet up the llitucs of (he 
of Demus and the Graces. Graces ; and we do not read,tbat 

The original has tiT Aii/zk, the Athenians bad any other 
which fomc verfions render De- temple of the Mnfes bcfulcs that. 
mus, as we have, chough our Archbilhop places this de- 
Englijh one render it of the cree,andthereprercnts,in the ninth 
pe^le. See. A learned critic year of H%rcafi's reign, from 
conje^ures, that there is an e^ror the death of •his mother (6). lie 
crept into Jofephus, and that it there rciflifics an anachronifm in 

S robably was the temple of the Jofephas coiicei ning it, which the 
and or perhaos the reader may fee in that learned, 

temple of Academus, ana the author. 

* Graces (4). For wc are told by 

( 4 ) Cjtmet, mjl. Tep. L viil. fith A. M, ^ 45 * ^ I.aett. in 

viC*Lma^p% (6J Annal.fuh an. ane..Chr. 6'^. 

B b 4 ftrong. 
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Arango ttA wel) protlided, that general ordered a number of 
hts troops to inveft it, whilft he marched with the reft 
into Judaa^ where he ciufed the cities mentioned^ in a former 
note to be rebuilt, according to Pompey*s order. That of Sa^ 
nhuilu fnaria being one of them, he called it, from his own name, 
Gahimana ; but Herod foon af!er changed it into that of Sr- 
hajle as we (hall fee in its proper phee. Whilft Alexander 
was clofely beficged, he fent to defirc peace of the Roman ge- 
liaral, promifing to furrender that fortrefs, and thofe of Ma- 
ctaron an i Hyrcanion, About the Time time his mother, a 
-Wife and d.fcicet worn in, who{t\\\xfbmd (Atijlobulus) and 
iMtfinith jjgj. children were ftill kept pnfoners at Rome^ came to the 
Roman general ; and partly by hci addicfs, and pirtly by her 
fervicts to him, infinuatcd hcrfclf fo much in his favour, 
that (he procured the peace offered hy lit r (on to be accepted, 
and him to bedjfmilTcd with pirdon ind impunity foi wlut he 
had done. After this Gabinius oidt r.d t*ie three foitrcfTcs de- 
livered up to him to be demolift.cJ, tlut thev might no longer 
be an occafion of frtfh revdts, ind ih^n ltd llyytrn^ who 
h*id, It feems, aififted him in the iicu, to "fi.iujiUrn v\here 
he rcinftated him afreih in Ins pijuificil . fie then 

^divided the province into five fcvcral diftriiis, in each of 
Jewi(h vvhich he erefled a feparate court of judicature ; the h'lft at 
govern^ Jerufalem^ the fecoiid at Cityluia^ the third at /// c>th^ the 
fourth at Jericho^ and the fifth at S^phom in G alike ^ ; by 
which the government was clun^jed fiom a moiiiichy into a«i 
ariftociacv, and the Jeivij wno had been till thdi govcined 
by their own monarchic il pontiffs, fell uiidci the lubjcdli m of 
a fet of domineei mg lords (M) 

Im 

s Vid Syncel. ap U')SEr. fab A M. 3979. Antiq. 1 . xiv# 
c. ID. & bell jud. 1 J c 6 

(M) The yezvf had till now one fit only at Juukaltm, and 
bm governed by two (ores of had a place appropn iced to them 
councils, or courts of judicature, in the temple V\ e have had 
under thcT (bvereign. 'I hefe frequent occafion to fpeak of this 
councils or fanhedrins were of laff in feveral parts of this hillory ; 
t^^o forts, the inferior confiding and (hill only add here, that it 
of twenty-three, and the greater 'as the laft refort to which all 
oneof fcveiity-iwo perfons ; and oihci inferior ones might appeal, 
this latter was emphatically call- and from whofe fentence thqre 
cd the grand fanhedrin. Of the could be no appeal Both forts 
leiTer fort there was one in every were aboh(hed by Gahmiut^ who 
city, and two at Jet ufalem^ where ercdled in heu of them a couft in f 
was a greater concourfe of each of the live diftnftsindepend-^ 
people and bufinefs. The grand ent of each other, and endowed 

them 
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In the ihean time Arijlobulus found mearn, towards the latter kriRoha^> 
end of the year, to efcape out cf the prifon, into which he lus e/capu 
had been reinanded after Pompey^ triumph, and to return into /u- 
Judaa with his fon Antigonus, Here he was foon joined by a 
coiifiderable number of Jews^ and among the rtH by Pitolaus^ 
who had till then been a chief leader of the Reman pai ty. 

But a great number of them coming to him without arms, he 
was forced to difngiirs them, and only referved eight thoufand 
Oout men, with whom he went to fecure and rebuild the 
paille of Alexandtion^ which had been demoliflied hy Gahinius ; 
but this laft fent Cafenna^ Marc Antony^ and Set vi tins ^ againft 
him, who, in fpight of the biavcryot his Tmill army, defeated 
him, killed five thoufand of his men, and fo ced liim to fly into 
the ruinated raflIcofi1^7t/>^y5w,withonly afh ufandmenhe had 
left, the reft having took their flight where they could. The 
Romans did not give him time to fortify himfelf, but came and 
bcfieged him, and after two days flout rcfiftance, took him 
by allault, covered with wounds, and fent him and his 
prifoners to Rome^ where he was conveyed into his old piifon. 

But Gahinius wrote foon after to the fenate, and informed 

them of the promife he hid mide to AtiJlohulus\ wife, upon 

the delivery of the yewijh foiTcflcs; whereupon the reft of 

hisfamify were ordered to be let at liberty, and he only was 

kepL prilonor during the r^ft of his life Gahhiins bc.ng . 

the next year ni\itcd m\.o Egypt to aflift PWtv/y AiiLtes m ^^^**’***^ 

thc^’ecovery of his kingdom, as has been lelatcJ in another 

volume^, tiyi'in^ or rather proved very fervicc- 

able to that gcncial, not orlv by lurnifhip.g him with nccef- „ - 

fary provdlfons of corn, arm>, and money, ‘or Ins army ; ^ ® , 

but alfb by writing to the of Oaion near Pil <;/7, which 

was the key of that part of / npt^ to loiwird Romans to 

the heft of their power. IJy this means iiciliii us and Marc ’ ^ 

Antony cafily fuccetded in this expedition, wliieli might other- 

Wife have proved too haul for them (N). 

Duriv’g 

* Jos. ibid. 4 Maccajj. c. i i. Vol. ix.p. 444 fcij. 
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them with the fovereign pnwei , 
which no appeal could be 
made but to Rome 

The talmud however tells u? 
(7), that they retained a kiml of 
council of three to decide all their 
fODUover&es t^out bargains,falcs, 
And fuen private matters. 
£lMh Si the contending parties 
fnofi? A judge frqpi among them" 
('j) Tiail, fanbcdrtn, 

3 


felve*-, and ihefc twochofeathird, 
and the three uicd to decide thofe 
conttovcrfieb among them ; which 
WAS peril jpsi done chiefly to avoid 
the charge, ti&uble, or rather 
injuflice and arbitrannefi, of 
the courts eiedcd by the Ro- 
mans. 

(N) The fourth book of Mar- 
cahccs (^) tells us, that Cahtmus 
(S) Qap. .\1. 

having 
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Alexander.. DuRiifG this Egyptian expedition, Alexander taking tfacad-^ 
raifes new vantage of C,cfenna's weaknefs, a rafli unexperienced yoiKby 
irouhle*, whom Gabinius had left to command in Syria with a finafL 
number of troops, had got a confiderable army, and was eit^ 
Year of tcred ^udaa^ which was by this time filled with banditti ancT 
the flood irL-f -hooters, who plundered cvery-where without controul. 

2295. Ho fjll 0:1 the Romans where-ever he met them, and killed a. 
Bef. Chr.gj-jjjjj n archer of them : the reft retired to mount Gartzzim^ 

^ whither he came foon after, and clofely befieged them. The 

*'*" 7 *^ .news of this having brought Gabinius into "Judica^ the firft 
i^AiKiw- A'rti^crffr to try l>y fair means to 

^ ^ withdraw the rcvoltcrs from J'exanJir\ pany ; and this con- 

fummate politician a£lcd his part fo well, chat he brought 
back a coniiderahle number of them. Hut all his aedref^ 
could not perfuade Alexander to come to any terms. On the 
contrary, this lafi, enraged to fee fuch a defedfion of his 
men, refolvcd, with the thirty thoufand he had left, to put it* 
J>efeafed ^ battle. It was accordingly fought near mount 

iy Gabi- T^nhor^ and he totally defeated, with the lofs of ten thoufand 
suus. killed on the fpot, and tiie reft put to flight* Gabinius^ 

after this vi<£tory, returned to ^ertifalem^ where he fettled 
affairs according to Antipatcr's mind, and left y«- 
Craflfus daaj and foon after the government of Syria ;.and was liic- 
fintgpvey- cecded by CraJJus as will be farther feen in the Rommbi^ 
ear of Ju-ftory in the next cliaptur. 

da». This laft, upon his coming into his new governmtflit, 

found the whole province, and particularly 'Judtsa^ in peace. 
Year of fo that he was at Icifure to purfue bis favourite defign of in-* 
the flood vading the Parthlam \ for which expedition he had obtained, 
2:294. though with fome difficulty, a decree from the fenate As 
Bef. Chr. avarice vvas the chief paflion that puflied him to it, he began 
5 ^ 4 - with plundering the temple of ferufaletny not only of the 
two thoufand talents which Pompey had left there untouched, 
but of every thing he found valuable in it, to the fum of 
e^ht thoufand Attic talents more. Among thefe was a large 
beam of mafly gold, covered with another hollow beam, 
which went acrofs the partition, which divided the holy from 
the moff holy place. l"he veil that fepapated thofe two ro6ms 
was faffened to it, and over it tiiey threw all the old veils, 
whenever they hung a new ore ^ fo that this valuable piece. 


^ Joseph. 4 Maccab. Dio Cass, ubi fupra, 
xxxix. Vid. 8i Plutarch, in CraiT. 


Dio, lib. 


having fent to defire Hyrcan to 
come and join him in Egypt, the 
kigh-prielt fent his favourite An^ 
pater with an army to him, 
who helped him to beat the £- 
gyptians^ and reftore the king ; 


after which , they coming 
Judaa^ the Roman genml' fe- 
newed his alliance and friendfffll|^ 
with the Je-wiJh^xi\iS, and then 
returned to Rome. 

whi^k 



if ibe jews, y 

rwhich weighed three hundred Hebrew minx (O),' was fo well 
^ictoeealed, that none knew of it but the treafufer of the 
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temple. A prieft named Eleazavy then in that poll, and be- Craffus’j 
|pg apprifed of Crajfui*^ plandering defign, Was imprudent 
(^ough to endeavour to fave all the reft ot the coltly temple- and facri^ 
furniture at the expence of this ; but did not difeover it to legg. 
him, till he had made him fwcar that he would (pare the reft ; 
but the greedy governor made no fcruple to break his oath, 
and to plunder that holy place of every valuable thing he could 
lay his hands on, without fparing the moft facred utenllls be- 
longing to it. The whole amount of this facrilegious plun- 
der was fo great, that JofephuSj feaiing it would fcarcely be 
credited by other nations, is forced to appeal to the writings 
of Strabo of Cappadocia^ and other records, not now extant 
What we have (aid at ^e end of the laft note will further 
confirm his account, and the immenfe treafu res of which that 
tapacious governor ftripped that facred place, tho* it amounts to 
ten thoufand talents ; that is^above two millions of our money. 

CvaJJus being killed in his/’jrr/7/^;2 expedition, C^^ibrougnt 
the (battered remnant of his army into Syria^ to fupprefs the 
incurfions which the now chted Partbians made into /uccefi itt 
province \ and here he gave them fo many overthrows^ Syria, 
he foon forced*them to fend home for a frefti fupply of troops. 

From thence he marched into Judaa^ where he befieged Ta- 
richaa^ a city on the fouih (bore of the lake Gennezareth^ ‘ ® 
where Pitolaus had (hut himfelf up with the few remains of 
Ariftohuhi^^ fadion ; and, having taken it, carried away thirty * * 

thoufand prifoners ; and Pitolaus was put to death by the advice 
of Antipater ^ to prevent his raifing new troubles in favour of 
Ariftobulus (Pj. As for Alexander y Cajfius contented him- 

fcl( 

" Antiq. I. xiv. c. 12. 


(O) The mina amounted to 
about two pounds and an half of 
.bur weight, fo that the whole 
bar or beam weighed about feven 
hundred and fifty pounds. The 
fourth book of Maccabees adds, 
that all the old veils, which were 
taken down, when a new one was 
hung Up (and which were all ex- 
tremely rich and beautiful], ufed 
Ijlo thrown over it. Bcfidcs 
^^|^d|j^'other coftly utenfils and 
ornai&ts of the temple, we 
my add the continual offerings 
ftat to it by the yenus from all 
(9] Ctf/. xli. 


parts of AJia and Europe i but 
efpecially thofe which \vcrc pre- 
fenced «to it, not only by the 
yenuip monarch^, but by thofe 
of other nations, of which we 
have given foinc inllances in a 
former fedion out of the fourth 
book of tJie Maccabees (9). 

(P) The foi|rth book of the 
Maccabees adds ( i ), that CaJJiuM 
came afterwards to yerufalemy 
and there reconciled Hyrcan to 
his fubjeds, who were then in 
open rebellion againfl him. 

This is chat Cajffius who had 
(ij Ctf/ixi. 

(ormerly 
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cafhe to hfm, and preferre J a fevere complaint asainft Hjrtan 
and Antipater ^ for the injuries which he pretended they had 
done to him ; and at the fame time reprefented to him the 
misfortunes of his fiimil/3 for having ftuck clofe to his in- 
tereft ; and particularly the poifoning of his father by Pampey^ 
and the beheading of his brother by Sitph : in confideration 
of all which, he concluded with a petition to the emperor, 
that he would reflore him to his father’s principality, of which 
Hyrcan had unjuftly ftripped him. But, unfortunately for 
him. Antipater was then attending upon Ceefar^ who defend- 
Antigo- cd his own and Hyrcan*s caufe fo well, that they were both 
roM&'speti- abfolved with applaufe, and Antigonus repulfed as a factious 
/i^ff/tf Cae-and turbulent perfon, that could never be at reft. Antipafer 
far reje^- added farther, that, as to Antigonus*s father, he had been juftly 
fent prifoner to Rome^ for being a conftant enemy to the Re^ 
man nation ; and that his brother had been deservedly' be- 
headed for plundering and ravaging that of the "Jews, 
far had too many obligations to Hyrcan and Antipater ^ not 
to admit of a much weaker vindication of their caufe. 

^ But he was refolved to do more than the bare acquitting of 
Casiar x . he confirmed his former decree in favour of them, 

and of the Jewijh nation ; and caufed it to be engraved on 
/ H ^ can tables in Latin and Greeks and to be* hung up in the 

rx, Stdony and Afcahn ( R }, as well as in the 
( R ) This decree, which at trully friends ; and ordain, 

once abolifhcd the arillocracy that all the legal and pSntifi- 

lately fet up by Gahnius^ and “ cil rights and privileges be dc- 
refiored the Je'wtJh Hate to its volved upon him and his (bns 

priitine fovcrcignty, has been for ever ; and that in all con- 

preferved to us by 'fofephus (5), ** trovcrfies that fhall arile coiv* 

and runs to this effcdl - ** cerning the rights and diici- 

“ Julius Crefar^ emperor and “ plineot th^Jenus, he, or they, 
dilator the fccond time, be the only judges ; and fur- 

“ Forafmuch as Hyteanus the “ ther, that the be hence- 
fon of Alexander^ a Jenv^ “ forth difcharged from the bur- 
hath given us many Angular ** den of winter>quarters, and 
proofi of his affedion, both in “ all public tribute.” 
time of peace and war, and About the fame time the^/>^x- 
particularly by the fupply nians renewed their alliance with 
** lent to me in the late war; in Hyrcan^ and fenc their decree CD 
confideration of thofe ferviccs, Jerufalem^ in which they ac- 
** 1 do hereby confirm unco him, knowlege that ponciiPs Angular 
** and his heirs, the perpetual and conilant friendfhip to all the 
** government of the Je^s^ both Greeks, and to their own repub- 
** as their prince and high-prielt, lie in particular. The lueader 
after the manner and rule of may fee it at large in 
** their own laws. I inrol him, in the place laft quoted. 

** from henceforth, among my 

Copitd 

(5) Anttf, /. xiv. f. 17. 
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S pitol^t Rome ; VfYMYitT Hyrcah fent, foon after, his embiaf- Hyrcan\ 
ors, to renew the alliance with that nation ; which V9^^€mb^i9 
by his order, puAilhed in all the principal cities of the em- Rome, 
pire, that all the world might know, that the 7^^ were ac- 
knowleged the friends and allies of Rojm^. Thefe embafla- 
dors, who were there received with great marks of honour, 
obtained likewife a permiflbry decree for the fortifying of 
rufalenty and for rebuilding the wall, which had been pulled 
down by Pompey * (S). 

Cafar^ having left the government of Syria to Sexiur Cafar 
his near relation, was accompanied by Antipater as far as Tyrc^ 
where he embarked for Sicily^ On his return to Jerufalem^ 

Antipater took care, in every place he came through, to ex- Antipa- 
tol the Roman emperor and nation, and to exhort the people tcr’j 
to peace and obedience; reprefenting to them, with his \x{\x7Ae?tcomimm 
eloquence, that, whilft they behaved like faithful fubjeflSj^^GEfar 
they would be blefled with a mild government, and enjoy 
their rights, liberties, and religion; but that, if they grew^"®*"*®* 
difeontented and mutinous, they would foon find themfelves 
forced to fuhmit to a feverer yoke ; and that Hyrcan^ from 
a mild and pacific prince, might eaftly become their tyrant, 
and the Romans^ from friends and protcAors, would not fail 
to turn thcir*bitter enemies. 7 'his was not faid fo much to 
keep the Jews in obedience to Hyrcan^ whofe ftupidity ^nd /ar polity 

t in Urn 

* Jos. Antiq. I. xx, c. 7. fc bell Jud 1 . i. c. 7. 


(S) The fourth book of Mac- 
cabas adds (6), that Ctr/ar did 
thefe embailadors the fingnlar 
honour of making them fit down 
in his prefence ; and, a little 
lower, that that emperor had 
decreed for himfelf and fuccelTors, 
that all the maritim part of tho 
Syrian province, from Gaza to 
Sstlon^ fliould pay yearly to the 
JeojoiJh temple the tribute they 
were wont to pay to the empire ; 
and that that of the town of Sidon 
amounted yearly to twenty thou- 
fand five hundred and fifty mea- 
fures of wheat ; and that the ci- 
ties of Laodieeaf and other^^fWhich 
had been formerly in the pofTef- 
£an of the high-priefls fhould 


bo now furrendcred to Hyrtan. 
All thefe grants, our author 
fays, were bellowed on the yieov- 
ijh nation, in confideration of 
the eminent ferviccs which they, 
and Antipater at their head, had 
done the emperor in his Parthian 
expedition. But whether he 
really was fent thither by Che 
high'priefl, as is there alErmed, ic 
is certain, that this great change, 
in favour of the was ow- 
ing to the wifdom, condudl, and 
valour of Antipater : and how 
much it contributed to raife his 
interefl, not only in Jadaa^ buc 
in Rome and other nations, the 
fequel will foon ihew. 


{S) Cap, xliv» 


indolence^ 
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indoience, y^fephus himfelf tells us, was but too vifible to 
all hisfubjedts s but, by thus over-awing them with the dread of 
the Romans anger, he plainly intimated to them his own credit 
and intereft with them to be fuch, that they would never Cse 
his mcafurcs oppofed, without interpofing their own autho- 
rity ; and thcrebic clofed the wholj with thefe words ; “ For 
they (the Romans) will be obeyed By thefe fpeeches 
he gained two main ends ; he kept a divided and fad^ious 
people in awe, and took the ad van his own eftahlifhed 

power, and of Hytcan\ weaknefs, to dg^Tindize his family. 
RihuiUs Upon his arnvtl at w, he let hiinlclf about put- 

the Weills ting Ctrfa^ ’s decree in for c, and fettling, or rather reftoring, 
of Jcrula- the yeva jh government to its antient model, and ordering the 
repairs or the walls and ‘ortifivatioiis of Jerufahm^ which had 
been demnliflied by P mpey. He made hh eldeft fun Phafael 
Herod governor of that nutiopohs, and Hirod^ hh fc'ond fon, go- 
maiego- vernor of Galilee ( F) , whilft he and tJie high-prieft took a 
^^rmrof progrefs about Judaa^ to fettle the government and peace of 
^ the kingdom. Hero I fooii fignali/cd liimlelf by the fuppref- 

fion of a band of robbers, who hid, till then, muvh infefted 
Uhfuccefs^^^ and the neighbouring provinces. He took their chief, 
againfitbe^^^^^^ Hezektab^ with fonic othei . of his com, unions, whom 
Jews. he put to immediate death, and thereby difpeifefl the reft of 
their gang. This aefhon faded not to recoinmt.nd him, not only 
to the whole prov n c, but more pirocularly to Sextus 
the new prefident of S^ria, On the oiht rhand his elder brother 
neglecfed nothing tint could ciidvar him to the people of 
Phafael Jerufalem^ over which he was governor , fo that Antipater faw 
governor with pleafure himfclf and Ins Tons become the d i lings of the 
rf Jeru- nation, without leflening, at Icaft outw.iulli, any part of their 
ialem. refpeeft to the high prieft, who feemt^d ftill t ) be at the head of 
all the national t^ftairs, and to give liis fandlion to them. 

® Antiq. ubifupra, in fin. c. i6. 

(T) Antipater had four fons by Ptolemy^ and Nt colas Dimafcen^ 
his wife Cypris, who were, by give him twf*»’ty- five year* ; and 
this time, grown up to maturity, < ur learned Ujber has made it 
and in great reputation for their pear, that he could havenoleF( 7 ). 
wifdom and valour. We have The third fon was ca led fo- 
mentioned the two firft in the feph, and the fourth Pherorau 
text : Jo/tphtu indeed allows the He had alfo a daughter named 
latter of them but fifteen years Salome^ who became afterwards 
of age, but chat mull be a mif- infamous for the feuds and di« 
take, either of that hiftorian, or vifions which ihe created in hat 
rather of his copyills ; for both family,asweihallfeeintherequef* 

(7) Suh A iff. 3Q37. Ptd as Prid, mnttl, fiA an% A% C. 47, 

But 
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But it was this grcatncfs, this cxceffive growing power of Antipater 
jfntipater, which raifed at length the envy and jcaloufy of the fwjiedby 
principal "Jews. Herod^s aftion wis doubtlefb a noble one, Jews, 
and the country fdt the benefit of it . but he ’ ad gone fome 
unjuftifiable lengths in it, in putting the bandit^^i to death by Herod 
his own authority, and without any formal tryal , and this they 
looked upon as an earned of what he might do in time, if 
his entcrprifing genius was not nipped in the bud. This made 
them at length rcfolve to try to open the eyes of their indolent 
pontiff, and to prevail upon him to fumnion that young hero 
to come and aiiiwer to this and fome other accufations, before 
him and the finhedrin. 

Ily7,.nn^ who hiJ a great friendfhip for him, betrayed 
this junfture an extreme partiality, m excufinghim of feveial 
Climes they alleged againft him. They in vain reprcfented-^''^®"J[* 
to him, how dangerous it was for him to lufFer the fon of a 
profclj te, who had already ingrofled all the power and honour, " ° 
and left him only the bare title of fovercign, to arrogate to 
himfelf fuch an unlimited authority, as to put a number of . 5 ^ 
men to death without tryal, or even without afking his or the 
fanhednn’s confent. At length, finte they could not work 
upon his fears, they tried to roufe his pity, by the daily cla- 
mours ol the mothers of thofe whom Herod had put to death ; 
and who ceafed not to come daily to the temple, to demand 
juftice of him, for fo daring and unwarranted an affront on hiS 
drgjfiity, Ilyrtan was at length prevailed upon to fend his 
fummons to u m, to come and anlwer to the charge before 
him and the fanhedrm. Herod appeared accordingly , but m^ppears 
fuch a guife, and with fjch a numcious retinue, as 
them to underftaiid, that he came not as a private perfon,^ 
much lefs as a criminil to be judged by them. He 
cloathed in purple, and, by his fathcr'o advice, brought fuch 
a number ol fervants, as (liould be iufficient to defend him, 
in cafe he was condemned , and yet not io numerous, as to 
raife any jealoufy in the friendly high pneft lie alfo brought 
letters to him from Sextus C'sfa ? , with expiefs orders to acquit 
him, and threitening him with his higheft lefentment, in cafe 
of non-eompiiancc. 

These Ictteis feem indeed to have been calcuhtcd to inti- 
midate the fanhedrm, nther tinn to lecommend HtJod\ caufe 
to the high-piieft, who was alieady fufficiently in his intereft. 
Accordingly, when he appeared befoie that high court, he 
ftruck fuch an awe upon them, that none of his accufers 
dared to open their mouths againft him. At lengtli $ imeaA 

a man in great efteem for his wifdoin and inte(>nc>, had thiMob/e 
courage to ftand up, and arraign him, not only for h ^ iyemzr /peg 
Srime, but much more now tor his unjuftifiible boldncfs, in 
VoL. X. Cc 
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appearing, contrary to the laws of all nations, not intheguirp 
of an accufed perfon^but in that of an arrogant and threatening 
commander, who came rather to frighten his judges, than to 
clear himfelf of his accufation. I do not, at the fame time, 
continued he, fo much blame him for the infolent means he 
takes to fcciirc his forfeited life. What furprifes me is, to 
fee both the high-prieft and his judges thus tamely to permit 
^ : but take notice of what I am going to tell you, faid he, 
turning to them ; God is a righteous and powerful Judge, 
and this \ ery man, whom you now ftnve to acquit, in com- 
plaifancc to Ilyi fliall prove the ruin of both king and 
judges. How true a prophet he proved, the fequel will fhew; 
tor Herod was no 1 oner got into the pofleflion of the govern- 
ment, than he put both the high prieft and all his cowardly 
judges to death, except Sameas and PoUio^ for whom he re- 
tained a fingular efteem ever after (T). Here Hytcan obftrv- 
ing, that his fpecch hid made fuch an impreflion on the court, 
that the majoiity weic like to be agamft Herodj adjourned 
the court till next day, whiilt he fent private advice to him to 
flee foi his life ; which he accordingly did, and went to Da- 
where hiving g lined the prote<5tion of the Synan go- 
vernor, he fent the finhedrin word, that if they (hould take 
it into their heads to fummon him afrefli, he would difclaim 
their jurirdiclion. This contemptuous meflage threw the judges 
into a frefh fit of rage ; they vented their refentments agamft 
the pontiff, and fliove in vain to awaken him into a fenfe^of 
Ills danger 5 he remained deaf and infenfible to the laft ^ (U). 

About 

Antiq 1 xiv c 17. 


( I ) S ir, cr^, or 'i' the rabbins 
1*11 1 un, ifj * 71 y was, accoid 
mg \.o Jd pf us {\)y the difuplc 
ot Fcllt , another Icirned Jt^tjh 
ilo^^or in great elltem with He- 
tod, not unlikely the fame which 
the rabbles q\\\ Ihllel , for this 
latrc I ha\ mg been a famous di- 
fnplt oiSnmta^ 01 
lulling in proctfs of lime proved 
the antagoiii^l of his ijialkr, ar. I 
t\ e founder of that famed fchool, 
which n tamed his name, it is a 
wonder Jojfphus fhould never 
mention him, wheicas he fpeaks 
veiy lionourably of Polho in fe- 
^ L’^-J place 3 of hib hillory. 

( 1 } Anttj 


We lhall have occaffon to 
fpeak to that point, as well as the 
rupture of thofe two famed 
fchool s, in a proper place. All 
we fhall add concerning them hero 
is, a rabbinic proverb much in 
vogue among the Jt^s . Be cour- 
teous as Hiilely and intrepid as 
Shammat 

(U) In the mean ximt Herod, 
having with a large fum of money 
purchafed the government of 
Caelefyria of his friend Sexiu^ 
Cafar, raifed an army with an 
intent to march againff Jerufa- 
lent, and be revenged of Hyrcan 
and the fanhedrin for the affront 

/. XV, f. 1. 

they 
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About two years after this, Hyrcan^ having fcnt in cm- Year of 
bafly to Cafar^ who was by this time entered into his fifth the flood 
confulfliip, to renew his alliance with him, obtained a frelh ^1304* 
decree for the foitifying of yerufalem^ which Anti^ater im- ^hr. 
mediately put in execution \ and that metropolis was foon 44 * 
after laifcd to its priftine fplendor and llrcngth. Ceefar 
moreover granted fome farther privileges to the/rit/r, in con- 
fideratiort, as he exprefl'ed it, of the lignal fervices they had glinted tg 
done to him in Syria and Egypt* The reader may fee them 
more fully in Jofephns. As for Hyrcariy he gave him leave 
to govern in Jerufalem according to his pleafure, and con- 
firmed to him the grant of all the towns and villages which 
had been pofTefied by his anceftors ; that the lands and other 
piivileges, which the Romans had beftowed on the kings of 
Syria and Phoenicia^ on account of the alliance that had been 
between them, fhould likewife be beftowed on him and his 
fucceflors ; that he, they, and their embafladors, fhould have 
the liberty of fitting down with the Roman fenators in all 
public fhews and games ; and laftly, that when they had any 
petition to prefer to the fciiate, they fhould be introduced by 
the diiSator, or by the mafter of the horfc ; and that they 
fhould have an anfwer within ten days In a word, fuch 
was that emperor’s gratitude and friendfhip to the Jews^ fo 
many and confidcrable the immunities and privileges which 
bf heaped upon their pontiff and nation, thit they could 
hardly be faiJ to feel the weight of the Ro?nan yoke. 

Buy this happy ftate was foon at an end. Two remark- Sextus 
able accidents happened, one on the heels of the other, the juhusCae- 
one in Judaaj and the other at RomCj which brought on afarmur- 
feries of diftracftion and feuds in both. In the former, Sextus dersd, 
Cafar was treacheroufly murdered by Bajfus ; and Cafar 
himfelf at Rome by Brutus and CaJJtuSj and their aftbeiates, 
as fhall be better feen in the Roman liiftory. Marc Antony 
and Dolabellaj who w-^re then confuls, alTembled the fenate ; 
and the embafladors from Judaay among others, were ad- 

^ Id. ibid. 8 c bell. Jud. ubi fupra. 

they had put upon him ; but he they enjoyed. ILrod ac^uiefeed 
was happily diverted fiom it Jby for the prefenj, and was fatisHed 
Afftipatir and Phajael^ WHO re- with having given them fuch a 
minded him of his great obli- token of what he could do when- 
gatious to that pontiff, to whom ever occafion offered, and re- 
both he and they were beholden mained quiet in his province (2). 
for all the power and grandeur 

(:) Antij, /. xiv. f. 17. 
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mitted to renew their alliance with them (WJ. By this time 
Year of Baffus had feized upon the government of Syria but was 
the flood foon after driven out of it by Ca[ftu5 ; who immediately came 
, 2305. thither after Cafar^s death, and took the command of the 
Bef. Chr. tfoops upon him, who were then belicging the allaffin 

43* of Sixtus^ in the city of Apamea. CajJiuSf having drawn him 
and Marcus into his party, raifed the fiege of the place, and 
got aJl Syria into his poffefTion. He was however obliged to 
/fixes new troops to reinforce his army; and, hearing that 

Aiienus^ one of Dolabella's lieutenants, was marching through 
^udeea with four legions fent to that conful by Cleopatra^ he- 
pofted himfclf fo advantageoufly, tliat he furrounded and in* 
tercepted him with a double number of his own forces, and 
took them all into his fervice. Having by this time got an 
army of twelve legions, which could not be fubfifted without 
Levies Ce- cxpcnce, he was forced to levy very large tributes on 
ven bun- that province, particularly on Judauy which he taxed at feven 
dredta- hundred talents. Antipater y who knew the neceflity that 
general was in of fome immediate fupply, and the confeqiience 
of gaining his favour by fending him a fpeedy one, com- 
mitted the levying one half of that fum to his fons Phajael 
and Herody and ordered the reft to be raifed by one Mal'ichiis 
and fome alTociates. Herod failed not to take this opportunity 
of ingratiating himfelf to Cajjiusy by bringing him the hundred 
- talents which were afligned to his government ; and as h/^ 
him their complied with his orders, that general con-, 

quota, a great eftcem for him. His brother came foon after ; 

but the reft of the governors not having followed their ex- 
Hii/eve- amples, particularly thofe of Gophnuy Emniausy Lydday 
rity toMdL’Thamnay and fome other cities of judeeuy CaJJius ordered all 
lichus,^c. their inhabitants to be fold by audf ion, and would have put 
Malhhus to death, had not the high-prieft redeemed him at 
the expence of an hundred talents, which he fent him out of 
his own coffers r. 

CaJJiuSy being foon after forced to march againft Dolabellay 
left thr government of Co^hfyria to Herody as an earneft ot 

y Antiq. 1 . xiv. c. 18. Ml. Jud. 1 . i. c. 9. 


ients on 

Judaea. 


Herod 
and Pha 
fael fend 


(W) Purfuant to which (fome 
of tbt Aftaiic btcii 

forced to inrol thcmfelves in the 
Roman zxmy] IJyrcan fent to com- 
plain to reminding him, 

tJiat the Jf'ics were wont to be 
exempted from the war, by rea- 
ls; 


Ion of their being obliged to ob- 
ferve the fabbath ; and obtained 
a letter from the confiil to the 
governor of Ephefusy injoining 
him to fee, that they-ewj were fet 
free, and rellorcd to the cxercilb 
of their religion and laws (3), 

lifid^ 
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his future friendlhip ; but Malichus in the mean time, whoMalichus 
bore a mortal hatred Antipater (X), and faw him 

an envious eye holding alone the reins of government, re- 
folvcd to nd himfelf anJ the nation of him. Antipater having 
had timely notice of his treacherous defign, prclently retired 
to the other fide of Jordan^ and ther.j railed feme forces, 
and put himfelf in a pollurc of defence. Whereupon Ma- Sooths him 
Uchu^^ finding his plot was difcovered, came to him in Zmtonre* 
feeming friendly manner, and by oaths, proteftations, zxAconciUa* 
other crafty infinu itions, eafily perfuaded him of his inno- tton. 
cency, and a rcconciintioii was made between them. An- 
tipatet was even foiccd to make ufe of all his> intereft with 
Mmeus^ now governor of Syria ^ and who was well ac- 
quainted with all his private plots, to prevent his putting him 
to death. But Malichus was not to be wrought on b) fnch 
an unparalleled generofity, whilft he beheld his rival s intereft 
raifcd ftill highei by it. Poi about this time Cajftm andil/./r- Herod 
ais^ who had beftowed the government of on his^^^*^^^" 

fon Heiodj had engaged his fidelity to them by a promife 
make him king of 'Judaay as foon as the war now begun^^^^' 
againft Alan Antony y and the young OflaviuSy fince named 
AnguJluSy wis ended. This made him dread the txccllive 
power of AntipaUr to fuch a degree, thit upon tnc fi^ft op- Antipater 
portunity, which u as foon aftei oftered, when he wa^ xopoifjndhy 
efine with the high-piicft, he bribed that poiuift’s butler to Malichus, 
poilon him in a gl ifs of w ne, whilft himfclt with an armed 
force feizcd upon the government of 'JtyuJaltm Phajael 
and Ht7 0 (l(i\{\\) pcrccitcd, that Maluhus was at the bottom 
of this till liny, notwithftanding hi 5 vow'^s and piotcftations to 
the contrary , and Hetody who was of a fierce temper, was 
for immediately revenging the faft with open force , but his 
brothel, who rightly judged, that it would be much fafer to 


(X) MaliLhus W 7 is he 

and Antipatn had been the mam 
fuppoiteis of Hyteat'^s intereft; 
lo th It he could not behold his 
rival, who was of Idumetm race, 
as wc haic hinted befoic, pre 
ferred before him without#the 
deepeft envy and regret , and this 
was the motiv e which made him 
confpiie agai lift him, not doubt 
ing, but, if he was once removed, 
himfelf would be at the liead of 
the Ji te//^ affairs. 

(+) C/ 


The fourth book of the Mac- 
cabtes fays indeed ( 4 ), that they 
were the hc'id of t'le na- 

tion, who confpiied againft 
pattr , and vei} 11 ely Malichus 
had diawn a great number into 
the fame bla^k^defign ; it bung 
as great a moi tifi cation to tlieni 
aa to himfelf, to fee their prince 
held m a kind of feivitudc by a 
ftipnger, who had ingioffed all 
tile power into his hand 

xh 

Cc 


dilTemble 
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difTemble for the prefent, and to punifli the aflaflin by fomo 
private ftratagem, without involving the nation in a civil 
war, eafily brought him over to his opinion 
Malichus Accordingly, thcfe two brothers feigning to believe 
6 utm)itted Mahchus innocent of their father’s death, the cldeft went 
Herod and bufied himfelf with rearing a (lately monument to him, 
whilft Herod went into Samar under pretence of fup- 
preffing fome turbulent fpints there. He came fome time 
after to Jerufalem^ attended with a number of his men of 
war, to aflift at the fcaft of pentecoft , and MalichuSy who 
was afraid of fimething worft, prevailed oixHyrcan to forbid 
him to enter that metiopolis with (uch an efcort, as would 
Herod en- profane that folemnity. Hroly dcfpifing his orders, entered 
fefs ]er\i- the city by night, but forbore attempting any thing againft 
falcm his enemy, though he had received full pow cr from CaJJius to 
revenge his father’s death on thit aflalTin. But a much better 
opportunity offered itLIf foo i after, in which Maluhus was 
caught in his own enftinefs Cajfiu had taken Laodicean and 
all the chief lords of Syria and PaUtJhne haftened thither with 
their prefents and congratuhtions , and Mahchus having left 
his fon hoftage with that governor, dcligned to hi\e taken 
that opportunity of getting him oft, and to have gone back 
and excited a revolt in f idet a ^ whilll the Romans were taken 
up with their civil wars, and then to hive mide a bold pu()> 
for the Jeiuifi crown Whether Htrod knew his whole de- 
fign or no, he rightly guefled, that he would not fail to pay 
his compliment® to the conqueior , and fo he did accordingly, 
Caufes accompanying the ftwijh pontiff thither Hrod fell in with 
Mahchus them in thewiy, and haviiicf hrft obtained from CaffiusKtK* 
tobeaffaf order to the ^\rtans to alhft him in the punifhmcnt of Ma~ 
Jinatid hchus^ he invited Hyrtan ind him to a fupper he had pie- 
pared for them in the neighbourhood oiTyre^ and fent his 
fervants into that cit) , under pretence of getting all things 
ready ; but in reality, to acquaint the ofticers and ganfon 
of that t ity with Caj]ius\ orders. T. hefe (allied out accord- 
ingly, and having overtaken him, as many as could come at 
him, at once (heithed their daggers into his body. Hyrcan 
upon hearing the news of liis c ith, remained thundcrftruck 
(or fome time. ^ At length, havmg recovered himfelf, he 
afked, by whoft orders he had been killed ? and Herod hiving 
calmly anlwcred. By CaJfius^Sy he replied, that he could not 
but highly applaud the deed, fince it had nd him of a very 
dangerous enemy 

* Ant lib XI v c 20. » Bell Jud ubi fupra. Antiq ubi 

fiipra, cap 20, 

But 
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But Malichus had left a brother behind himi as turbulent 
as himfclf ; who, under the fpecious pretence of revenging 
his brother's death, put Judaa again into t flime, whilft 
CaJJius was gone to join Brutus in jifia, hhx^ who at that Mw 
tune was left at the head of fome Roman forces at ^Lrufalem^** in 
leems alfo to have been gained on t’nt lide. As for ti)rcan^ Judxa 
he had not courage enough to oppofe them, but acquiefeed 
in what they did ; fo that Feltx attacked Phafatl on the one ^ 
hand, whilft Maiichus's brother went and took Majfada^ and 
fome other fortreffes of yudixa. /A; was then detained *^2. 
by lickntfs at DamafiUi^ and unable foi a while to give his 
brother any alTittance but Phafady who had ftill a con- 
liderable number of forces, found means to drive Felix and 
all his party out of ' f erufahmy and fiom thence into fome 
fortrefs, out of which he did not fuffer him to come, but 
by capitulation. By this time being iccovered, came^^^^*^^ 

to his ain (lance, and drove the icmiining part of Malichus* s 
faftion out of their fortrefles, and forced the brother to fui- 
leiidei Majfada to him, and to capitulate for his life The 
two brothers returned to Jerufaienty where they reproved 
ll)rcayf\ bafenefs in the fevereft terms , but were foon after 
reconciled tor him by the marriige of HlioU with Mariamnty 
the beautiful grand -daughter of that pontiff. 

In the interim ano-ther entinv Halted up on the fudden, Antit^o- 
nwwAy AnttgonuSy the youngei foil oi AnJiohuluSy Hyi can\ri\ib tn 
brother. He was upheld by Ptoluny M^nnauSy prince 
ChalciSy to whom he was related, and on that account had 
been adopted by him (Y). He had likcwift gamed Marion 
prince of Tyiey and bribed Fabtiis governor of Damafeus into 
his intereft , fo that having gamed a fufficiciu army, he put 

Id lb cap, 21, & fcq. 


( Y) The reader may 1 cuicm- 
bci, that after Pompty had cuulcd 
his father and brother to be put 
to death, Mtnnaus invited AUx- 
and} a into Chalet ty where he af- 
terwards married lici beiiitcous 
daughter, and foi lu r lake took 
both the mother and her children 
into his protedlion (5) 

As for that Mat ijtty who joined 
with young Anit^onitSy he had 
been lately made punce of 
by CaJJius ; for that general be- 


ing in great want of money for 
the cariyingon of tliewai againfl 
the tiium\irs, had divided tlic 
country of iS>;/« into fnull di- 
ftridls, and fold them to the 
highell bidders, one of whom 
wis this whohad bought 

the pi mcipality of him (6). 

Thtfe petty tyrants, however, 
were atterwaids turned out by 
MaicAntoryy upon his coming 
into thu province 


(5) y^S A XIV. f, I G/ SI. ( 6 ) h\ lb er bell, Jul I ue i % 

C c 4 Inmich 
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hitnfelf at the head of it, with an intent of reviving his father’s 
pretenfions to the kingdom ; but he had fcarce entered the 
Herod frontiers of it, before 1 /erod met him with a powerful army, 
marches and totally defeated him This prince afted with his ufual 
againji gencrofity towards the Tynans^ who had affifted his enemy, 
not only fparing their lives, but fending fome of them home 
Ht^gtne- prefenfj, by which he gained the afFcftions of that 

^j^^^^'^^city , aftci which he returned triumphant to where 

^ ** the people, and among the reft Ilyt tarty who now looked 
upon him as one of his family, came and offered him the 
Nati-ige compliments of crowns and congratulations. His nuptials 
‘7w/^Ma- with Mariamne were not howwer celebrated till fome years 
namne aftei, when he had by her three fons and two diughteis, bc- 
fut off fides his eldeft fon Antipater y whom he had by a former wife 
of his own country, named Dor es 

Marc An- Brutus and Cajftus having been defeated in the following 
tony’/^; )ear by Mart Antony and OStaziuSy the latter mirched into 
ri<otiltn Gauly and the former came into to fettle the aftaiis of 
Bithynia that province Upon his aru\al in Bithynwy wheu* he 
was complimented by vaft ciouds of enibilhdoi fiorn all the 
neighbouring ftues, i\iL Jews came and prderied a lev ere 
Phafacl accufation againft and /Aw/, as hi\in»- ingioffed all 

WHeiod the power and adininiftration of fudaay an 1 left Hyrcan only 
etc ufidhy the bire nine of a prince. Liit Thrody who was theie alfo, 
//fjews/fl found in that gcnei d a ftedfift friend , not only on account 
of former kindncfles, whtch he had received from Antipaiety 
whilft he ferved under Gahinius in Judauy but much more 
on that of a luge fuin of money, with which he had taken 
care to biibe him, fo that he would not fo much is hear their 
HjrcanV ^iccufers. Upon his coming to Ephejusy an embifly came to 
tnbajfy to bim from HyreaUy defiring that the Jtivifl? piifoiieis, whom 
bin CaJJiu^ had fvumsrly fold by audlion, contrary to their al- 
liance with Rotn-^y might be reftored to then liberty and lands. 
Jewifh Antony reidily granted their requeft, and ftnt an obliging 
apti^es letter to HyreaUy which was foon followed with an edifl: to 
rejtored, the T) fanSy and other neighbouring ftates, injoining them 
to reftore all thofc captives, according to Hyr can's defirc, 
and the purport of the edift, which the reader may fee in 
the note ^ (Z), 

• But 

« Ibid, Ibid c 22, 

(Z) emperor and Forafmuch as the gods have 

triumvir, Lt to the magiftiates, declared themfelvts the dire xc 
fenate and people of Tyre, greet vengers of the late Cafci\ death, 
ing . by the total defeat of his moft 

deteftablc 
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But all thefe favours of the triumvir, tho’ chiefly owing Mav f<7w- 
to his friendfhip to the fons of Jntipater^ were not able to plaints <7- 
reconcile them to the generality of the ^ews* For as foon 
Jntony was come fo near them as Daphne j a city near An- 
tioch *, he was jaccofted by a frefli embafly from Jeru/alem,l^y^^‘ 
which was fent to prefer the old complaint to him againll 
them. Mejfala undertook their defence, and was backed by 
Hyrcan^ who, looking upon them now as part of his family, 
was come thither to fecond their defence. After a full hear- ^ i. 
ing, Antony afkcd the pontiff, which of the two parties he 
thought beft qualified for the government, and being anfwered Hyrcan j 
in favour of the two brothers, he likewife declared for them \anfi^er in 
and, as a farther mark of his friendfliip, made them both^^"'*/"” 
tetrarchs, put 'Judaa under their care, and wrote a letter 
to the ianhedrin in their favour. Fifteen of the mofl tur- 
bulent of their accufers weie fent to prifon, and would 
have been put to death, had not Herod interceded tor them. 

All this only exafperated that faftionthc moic, and produced 
a third embafly, wlvch came to meet the triumvir at Tyre^ 
and confifled of a thoufand perfons. But Antony^ whom frcfli^ *hinl 
preftiits, and large fuins of money, had faftened ftill more emhaffy 
to Hetyjd^s intereft, fent oiders to the migiftracy of that-^''^’ 
place to aflift*liiin in the punifhment of thofc fa£l:ious muti 
neers, as he termed them ; wIk i eupon Herod met them out^^^^^"' 
oWic city, and advifed them, in a friendly manner, not to 
pufh the matter further. Jlyrcan life wife tried in vain to 
forewarn them of their danger, in cafe they perfifled in their 

® De hac vid. fup. p.Si5,(F). Antiq. 1 . xiv. c. 25. Ecll. Jud. 

1. i. c. 11. 


deteftable afiafiins Bmtus and 

Cajjius and forafmuch as the 

Jtnjoijh nation, notwitiiftancling 
tlicir known and conftant attach- 
ment to the Ro/nan mtcicft, has 
been greatly opprefled by 
fluSyiind gieat multitudes of them 
fold for Haves by him i wc order 
the to be rcftoied to 

their libeities, laiidii, and to all 
the privileges and immunities 
whicn had been granted to that 
allied nation by Dolalilln ; and 
charge all thofe cities, in which 
any iuch are detained, 


whether bond or fice,forthwithto 
difcharge and rcftoie them, pur- 
fuant to the fli idt tenor of this 
edict. 

This edift, and another, about 
fome difputed territories, he or- 
dered to be copied out in 
and Littti/, and the original to be 
prcfcrvrd m their .archives, and 
the copies to be affixed in fome 
public place, svheic they might 
be publicly lead. lie likewife 
itnt fome others to the fame pur- 
port to the StJofiiansy and to the 
titles of Antioch and-^^W(7). 


defign 


( 7 ) drttj, uhi fufra, 
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delign. They rcfufed all advice, till the Tyrians rufhing in 
upon them, made them repent of their raflinefs, when it 
Anto^ was too late. A gieat number were killed and wounded. 


and others taken prifoners, and the reft difperfed. This put 
an end indeed to the contioverfy, but not to the fadlion, 
which vented their refentment againft Herod in fuch an open 
manner, that Jntonyy in a fit of anger, caufed all the pri- 
foners to be put to death ^ 

Antigo- Herod had no fooncr weatlicicd this ftorm, but another 
nus ift~ was raifcd againft him by Antigonus. Ptolemy the fon of 
^ades Ju- Mennatis had been fucceeded by his fon Lyfamas ; and this 
dica laft had prevailed upon Pacorus the fon of the Parthian king, 
and h s general Bmzane^^ who by this time had made them- 
Iclves malleisoi Sidon and Ptolemais^ to invade Judaa.^ de- 
pofe H)}can,, and fet Antigmus on his throne , in confider- 
anon ot whi^h, the htter was to pay him an hundred talents, 
and five hundred womtii (A) Pacotus^ puifuant to this 
agreement, fint his cjp burci, named alfo Pacorus^ with 
part ot his cavaLv, to invade JudiSa. Artigonus^ who hid got 
together by that time a gieat number ol diicontented ^ews, 
Ycirof who joined him fiom mount CV/; //it/, liad made himfclf^mafter 
theilood the canton of D/y/m(B)j where a gieat number of other 

230S. conimg Hill to him, peifuaded him to march on to 

Bef Clir tufaUm^ and altick Phafad and Ins brother in the royal 
40 pilacc. He mirched accordingly thitherward, attended with 
cup bcaier , and thefe two being met by the two 
tctraichs, were fo warmly repuHed by them, that they were 
Paewus rv^tiie into the temple. Hetod^ for the better fecu- 

rtbulftd place, placed a guard of foldiers in all the ad- 

und houfes , but thefe were foon fet on fire, and the fol- 

tnto the burnt in them before any help could be brought. Herod 

temple did not let thi^ lof^ go long unrevenged, but gave tliem a fliaip 
dekat, in which Ire made a great flaughtcr of their party. 
T'hus tluy continued fkuindhing one another till the feaft of 
pciuecofl, which was impatiently wiflicd for by Anttgonus^ 


Id ibi 1 


(\) The fourth book of the Eufebius Jti om, by vAicb 

(8) lays, eight hundred they mean the fouthern part of 
women, the fan ell and bell bred the tribe of Judah., extending 
in all the country about twenty miles from eall to 

(B) It IS not eafy to guefs well, from to the Z)W 

what canton this was, unlefs it ^ea^ and is called in Hebrew Da^ 
be the lame with the Daroma of fom^ which fignifies fouth (9). 

(8) Cap, xJix, (9) Vid% Rcland, Paleeft, tllujirat, I, u c, 32, & 

Cjimet Jub ici. 


m 
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in hopes that the great concourfe of the Jews to that folem- 
nity would join forces with him againft the fons of Antiputer, 

He judged rightly enough, for great numbers of them reforteJ Wb join 
to him; but as the greater part of them had neither arms 
nor experience, Herody who with his brother had retired 
into the royal palace, and defended it, the foimcr from within, 
and the other from without, made a vigorous fally upon 
thofe of the enemy j who had polled thcmfelves m the fiiburbs, 
and drove feveral thoufands of them before him, fomc into 
the city, and others into the temple. 

The two parties being at length tired with fhedi^ing fo In agree->^ 
much blood, came to an agreement, that Paconts^ who was^^' 
by that time encamped without the walls of the city, fhould^* itidby 
be admitted to mediate a peace between them. This projcdt,^^^°^“®* 
though ftt on foot hy Antigonusy who wholly relied on the 
fiiendflilp of the Parthian general, was yet agreed to by 
Phafaely wlio went out to meet him, and coiiiteoully lodged 
him in the royal palace. Here Pacorui taking the advantage 
of the confidence his kind hofl put in him, perfuaded him to 
go on an embafTy to Barzapharnesy wIio was then goveinor 
of Syria jiiixder the Parthian king, afluring him, that it was 
the only mean? to fettle his affair on a fi-iii footing. ILf ?dy 7 hs trea^ 
whojuftly fufpedlcd the treachery of the Puithian^y wa-> iw-chity /u- 
tire|yjveifc to the piopofal , hwX. Pbafady more credulou''^/^^ 
than he, confciited to it ; and taking H\tcan with him, 
on the joiiiiity, attended with an cfcoit of two hundred 
Parthian horfe, and with Pacorus, who accompanied him all 
the way. Upon their arrivil in Galilee {C)y they weie metPhifacl 
with a guaid of armed men, who were font to conduel xht^mlntrajed* 
to Barzapharnes y and Pacorus retuincd to Jirufalcm, Their 
reception in all appearance was very coiiiteous, and Barza- 
pharne^ lodged them in an houfe ncir tlie fca fide, wheic 
Phafael was foon after informed bv fomc friends of the con- 
traft which had palled bctwcecn the Puithian king and An- 
tigonus : it was then that he fiifl became fcnfible of their 
treachery, and of his danger. However, though he WA^ILsfidhtf 
earneftly intreated to make hisefcape,and was offered tranTport-^oHyican. 
ihips to convey hun away, > ci he could not be prevailed 
upon to forfake either IIytcafi\ or his brother’s interefl ; for 

(O 7<2/^/>/w doth not here tell which place was near the fca 
us the place where lliore, and at a finall diftance 
then wab, but only that he was north of PtJtmais\ but the 
in GnltliL, neai the fca-fide ; but, fourth book of Maccabccs fays, 
in his wars of the he fajs it was at Damafi^uSy the capital 

(i), they met him at Eidipon, oi Syua (2). 


(0 i. c* lit ( ) Cb, xlix. 


here 
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here he was likewife told, that Pacorus was Tent back to %• 
rufalem to furprife Herod alfo. The beft expedient thereiore 
lie could think on, was to go to BarzapharneSy and to cx- 
poftulatc the matter with him ; which he did in the fevereft 
terms, telling him at the fame time, that, if money was the 
motive of Ins tieachcry to him, he was able to bribe him 
higher to be honeft, and come over to his intereft. The 
Parthian had no other way to come ofF, but by for fw earing 
Bothim- theclidigc, and afTuring him, that nothing was falfer than 
prifonedby fuch a furmife ; but as foon as he thought, that Pacorus had 
JBar/a- made furc of Hcrod^ he marched direftly towards him, and 
phames. ordered Hyrcan and Phafael to be feized, and clapt in prifon. 
HerodV Pacorus however had miffed his aim j and Herody having 
timely notice of the treachery, had found means to convey 
himfcH out of Je}ufale?ny together with his mother, his be- 
trothed Mariamncy hei mother Alexandray hi-* brother Phe- 
roraSy with all his fervants, friends, and valuable things, and 
a numerous cfcort of his own men of war, and made the 
F* ht h towards Idumea, He met with fcvcral flops 

nv Vito journey (H), being forced to fight his way through the 

Idumea, Pcirthians and AntigonianSy who purfued him ; but his valour, 
and that of his guards, got him clear of all ; gnd m ‘memory 
of a fignal defeat, which he gave them at a place about fifty 
ftadcs or feven miles from JeruJalemy he afterwards built a 
ftately palace, and called it Herodion g. • 

When he was come to Threjfay or, as jofephus calls it 
elfewherc, Pejfuy a fniall town in Idumeay his brother Jofeph 
met him at the head of a confiderable reinforcement ; but 
Leaw /&/j when they arrived at MajTaday the place where he dcfigned 
fomily at to retire, it being a very ttrong, and almoft impregnable for- 
MalTada ; trefs, he found it too fmall to contain all his men, fo that 
lie was forced to difmifs nine thoufand of them. Here he 
left his family and treafure under the care of his brother 'Jo- 
Jt'ph, and of a girifon of eight hundred men j and having 

E An *q uhi fupra, cap 25 The reader may fee that palace de- 
fcribed b> Jostph. bell. Jud. 1 i c. 16. 

(D) One of thcr was the over- Happily prevented by fome of 
turning of the qjiariot in which his retinue, 
his mother iat, by which Ihe was The fourth book of the Mae^ 
fo terribly bruifed, that her life cabees (3) (ays, that Htrod fent 
was dcfpaircd of ; which fad ac- all his family and riches before 
cident went fo near his heart, him ; but that himfelf ftayed be- 
that he drew his fword with full hind with his guards to prevent 
intent to kill himfclf, but was their being purfued. 

(3j Cb. xhx. 


i'urnilhed 
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^ fiirAiflied !t with all neceflaries, he fet out for Petra ^ ^tanig^et 
metropolis of Arabia^ where Malchus had fucceeded his^»^® Ara- 
facher Aretas^ a prince who had formerly been highly obliged hia, 
to him. His dcfign was, to borrow as much m »iey of him, 
as would buy his brother PhaJaeV% freedom ; and to that end 
he had brought his fon with him, who was but fcvcn years 
old, to leave him there as a pledge to he Arabian king. But 
that ungrateful prince fent him exprefs orders to depart out 
of his territories, pretending that he had been forbid by the 
Partbiam to receive him ; To that he was forced to difmils 
lome ot his attendants, and to make the beft of his way intoWE- 

Egypt. gypt- 

In the mean while, his flight out of yetufalem having been 
difeovered by the very next morning, the fiift thing the Par- 
thians did, was to plunder his palace, city, and all the country Hts palace 
about It. They fpared however Hyrean's trcifurc, which 
amounted to three hundred talents,and fome of ILtod's richcb, 
that were left behind , but they made themfeh es amends by 
the plunder of Marijfa^ an opulent city, which they totally 
deftroyed. Antigonus was next inftalledon the JewtJh throne, 
according to their agreement, and Phafael and Hyrcan were 
foon after brought to him in chains. 1 he new king howcvei 
did not think proper to put the high-prieft to death, but con- 
tented h'mfcU with incapacitating him for the pontifical fun- 
£liop, by caufing his cars to be cut ofF**. As foi PI ajael^ he ^ 

cafily forefaw that he could not efcape fome ciucl death , ^ 

but, being bound with chains, and unable to kill himfelf by 
any other way, he knocked his biains out againft a ftonc (b ) 

The Parthtam^ having thus fir performed their contraft with 
Antigonus^ began their march homeward, and took the un- 
fortunate high-pricft with them, to prevent any frefh tumults 
being raifed upon his account \ 

By that Xmi^Herod was got horn RJjinocorw a to Pelujiuin^ Hcrod’j 
be received a mellage fiom the Arabian king, who was now luccijs at 
afhamed of his bafenefs, with an apology, and new offers of 
his feivicc , but he rejected them, and would have embarked 
for Rome , but the failors obffinatcl}^ refufed to take him in . 

**SeeLEViT xxi i6, ^feq & vol m p 72, fcq * Antiq, 

1 . XIV c 75 Bell Jud lieu. 


(E) Our hillorian adds, that 
there was a repoi t,that,hib wounds 
not being mortal, Antigonus fent 
fome phyficians to him, under 
pretence of trjmg to cure, but 
3 n reality to poilon them, and 


make fure of liim However, 
he had the pleafurc before his 
death to hear, that his brother 
was efcaped, and got to Rhtnoco^ 
iwa 9 and there it w as that Htiod 
heard of lus death 


w'herc- 
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whereupon he applied himfelf to the magiftrates of the city^ 
who icccnccl him uith great honour, and provided him 
anothei fliip ( 1 ) As foon as he was come to Rome^ he ad- 
ditfkd hiinfclf fir ft to Antony^ and then to O^avianuSy to 
whom Jiw rchted all thit had Inppened in Judtsa^ and the 
tlefpcntc condition hl^ aftairs were in , and partly by his in- 
ti caries, and icminding them of his fatlier’s friendfhip to 
[fidtin (rtyi/jy pnily b) the promilc of a large fum of 
none-) , lo worked upon them, th it they refolvcd to aflift him 
M An to the utrnoft o( their power* Antop^^ on the fcore of the 

tonyV oil kindiulks of Antipatci ^ performed more than Hirod 

/ /Jcxptfted, orevendePred of him. The utrnoft ot his aim 
was, to have hid Atrliohidus^ the brother of his beloved Ma^ 
rtnptc^ fetil d on the thione*(Cj), and himfclf to have been 
at the head ol the Jtwijh afturs undei him, as his father had 
been undei Hyrcan^ wheieas the triumvirs actually refolvcd 
to procure him the crown, though this was contra y to the 
rnmn method, who in ciles of the like niture, always 
\ I'd fuch due regard to the ro)al line ot their dependent 
kings, as not to ft t a ftranger over them , but our tnumviis 
latcreft eafil) ovtr-iuled that good maxim, 

Cteatci lenate was aceoidiiigh convened, and intro- 

tinier of ]\i duced to them In Mcjjiila and Atratinui^ two noble fenators, 
^ who there fet forth the grt it fervices of Antjpatcf^s family to 
Year of Rcmn s, and rcprelentcd Antigonus as a turbulent and 
t it^ lood pwifcn, inJ a known encin> to their nation, who 

Lef^ Cl ^ kiupkd to accept of the jiwifli crown from the 

hinds ti X\\^ Pm thuvv, 1 o this added, how advan- 

t geous It V oiilvl bv, to h's expedition igainft Paftbta^ to have 
fieh i ftedhft tiiend is ILrod to be king of Judaa ^ upon 
wlueh he was unammoufl) choftii by the lenate, and 
iicronii VO ed 111 encm) to inem. As foon as the decree was 
^ ^ pihcd, h to I was condiuSled with gicat ceremon) into the 

c pitul, O^tao aniii and Antony marching on each fide of 


(!) Du ing hib fliy mFgyp% 
he w as ui ted by C/ opt tta to 
continue there longer 'I lu Mac 
cahitijf book often quoted adds, 
that file ofleicd to ni ike him her 
p inie niinirtcr,and gciieial of all 
hti forces , but that he wa** fully 
I ent upon go ng to Rome v\ ph all 
cd , and, getting on board a 
vef l 1 , wlneli w s bound to Pen 
i ( , a vjoltnt llorm loieed 
ticmtoljul t wa ’•e 1 c 


met with fome friends and aflift- 
anee, and pafleJ thence to Stun* 
diifnn^ and came at length to 
Rome 

(G) Thr prince had certainly 
the beft title to the ciown, being 
the fon of Alc^ctidta the daugh- 
ter ot Jhtccfj, b) ALxander the 
fon of At if obi / the brother of 
tint pontiff, fo that the right of 
thofe two brothers was united 
m him 


hinvi. 
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him, accompanied by the confuls and fenators ; where, after 
the ufual facnfices, the decree was depofitcd among the 
archives, after which Antony gave them a ma^rnificeiu enter- 
tainment. Thus Herod became king of Jitdaa^ by the 
friendfliip and intereft of Antony and Auguftui^ *1* the conful- 
fhip ofC. Domitius Calvinus^ and C. AJtnius Pollio. The condi- 
tion in which he had left his affairs injud^a^ and his family in 
Idumea^ not permitting him to ftay longer than feven days after 
his inauguration, he fet out again for and failed 

from thence to Ptolemats^ where he landed about the latter 
end of the fummer ; fo that he fpent but three months in this 
expedition, both by fea and land 

While he was thus fuccefsful at Rmc^ Antigonui had fo MafTada 
clofely befieged the fortrefs ot MaJJada^ that though it h 

well provided with all other necellaries, yet they were much Antigo- 
diftreflcd for want of water; infomuch that Jofeph^ who*''^^' 
commanded there, was contriving means to make a defperate 
fally, and to break through the beficgers, in order to efcape 
into At aha ^ and get fomc frefh fuccour from MaLhus^ who, 
as we hinted before, was highly afhamed of his late treat- 
ment of Herod, But, happily for him, the very night he 
intended to fally out, there fell fuch a hca\ y rain, as filled 
all theif cifterns again ; fo that he thought on nothingmow 
but how to make a brave defence, till his brother time and 
relieved him, whilft- he ftill made fome bold fallies, and killed 
not a few of the beficgers. In the mean time VentidtuSy thcVcntidms 
Roman general in Svia^ having driven tht Pat thian^ out 
that province, came and encamped in the nci«:hbourhood o^hm, 
Jerufalem^ under pretence of relieving Majjaduy but, in 
reality, to extort money from Antigonn^ , for, as Toon as this 
laft had fatisfied his greedinefs with a good loiind fum, he 
marched away, leaving, for fv)rmality’s fake, fome pirt of 
bis men with Silo^ a penfioner, \^horn Aniigjnu\ had been 
forced to gam by dmr of mone) , till iiw uould get himhlf 
flrengthened by the Parthiam^ whole afliltance he was flill 
in hopes of, 

ILtcdj on the other hand, was not idle; his thoughts were Mariam- 
wholly bent upon relieving his diflrelTed family, but elpecial!) nCs cha- 
his beloved Alariamne^ a prmcefs, who was indeed very 
worth all his care and concern, whether we confider her as 
defeended from a long ferfes of illuftnous kings and high- 
prieffs, or a perfon of exalted virtue and merit, and adoincd 
With the moft endearing charms of body and mind. As foon fkiod 
therefore as he w’as arrived at Ptolemany he got an army to manhsa- 

^ Antiq ibid c 26,2-. Bell Jud ubifupia, c 12 
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-gethcr of Jt^ijh and other troops, which his generofity ftill 
increafed as faft as he went, infomuch that a very little time 
had brought almoft the whole province of Galilee into his 
intereft. At the fame time his friend Antony fent orders by 
Dellius to Vcntidtusj to affift him with all his forces ; fo that 
he was now ftrong enough to march againft Antigonus^ and to 
•relieve Majfada. He flopped, hqjpevcr, to lay fiege to Joppa^ 
a place of too great importance to be left behind in tho hands 
of the enemy. &tlo took this opportunity to withdraw his 
forces, and was like to have paid dear for his dcfertion : for 
Anitgonus fell upon him, and had infallibly defeated him, had 
not Iletod come to his rclcue. Joppa being foon after fur- 
rendered, he marched direflily to relieve his befieged friends ; 
and, in fpite of the many ambufhes which Antigonus laid in 
his way, and the treachery of Stlo^ who extorted money 
from both Tides, and did all he could to obfliudl:, inflead of 
af&ftmg him, he reached Majfada ^ forced the enemy to raife 
the fiege (G), and wasjovfull^ leccivcd by all his family K 

By 


^ Antiq ibid, c zG, 27. Bell Jud ubi fupra, c 1 2. 


(G) The fourth book of Mac- 
cahees adds (4), tint Haod fui- 
prifed before the place, 

and made a vigorous attack on 
one fide of him, vvhilll Joftph 
fallied oat again It him on the 
other ; lo that he was totally dc- 
feiteJ, and forced to flee into 
Ji ; ufalt?n^ w hither lln od puriued 
him, and laid clofe fiege to him. 

It will not be aimfs to elofc 
this note with an hint on a more 
rcmarl able occurrence oat of 
ourleaincd ), mmcl) , < K 

birth of Salo in H (lo r died I y 
his fathe»' Ap nts Pdl t, the then 
Romav eonful, in inemor^ of his 
taking Salj 7 ^^ , ct eity in Dalma- 
tta)y and whieh ga\ .. occafion to 
the fourth i elogui, of Vngily in 
which that poet ha) given fucha 
noble defer jption ol the golden 
age, whicii thij child was to ic- 


flore to the world, 'tint he is jufll/ 
Itippofed to ha\e llolen it, not fo 
mucli out of the pie^^ciidcd 
lii L oiaelcs, asfiom the propne* 
cies concerning the reign of the 
Mefliah,ihc true Pnnee of peace : 
for, as thefc wcic tranflated by 
that time into ihuk and Latin ^ 
tluy may be realonably fuppofed 
to have been read by linn, ancf, 
perhaps, further explained to 
him by the Jt u r, who, if we 
maybolicief t/fl ^^6), were veiy 
1 unci oils at that tune at Romi. 

1 Jiat Vttgtl proved a falfe pio- 
phet, with refpedl to his wonder- 
ful child, the event has flieuii, 
flnee he lived but nine days. But 
that the more iniiaculous child 
JpSy who wa« born foity }ears 
after (7), haj left us inch a divine 
fet of laws, as fully anfvver the 
glorious dcicription which the 


(^) Cap* 1 . (5) Arnal fvb, A M 39^4. (6) Orat pro FIjco* 

(7) Pr d conneff fub an A%C, 40. yid* ^ bifrp Lbandler's defence oj Cbtifitantty, 
& aL plur^ 


prophets 



• «> 

P 


By this time Hir^% army was greatly increafed, not only H^rod^^ 
by the garifon of Majptda^ but by other reiflforcements>#mirrjK#3^- 
which came voluntarily from other part*?, and enabled him tog^infi Je- 
go and form the fiege of y^ritfalem. He took Rhejfa in his^^*dcm { 
way, and being come before the metropolis^ lie caufed a procligms 
ralamneily to be proclaimed, extending to all, none except - a 
cd, that had joined with ^itgonus, and came over to 
within a limited time. To tins Antigonus anfwered, addreffing ^ 
himfelf to Stlo^ and the red of the Roman foldiers, who 
were come to affift Hercdmthc fiege 5 “ That it was aAntigo- 
“ lhameful injuftice in the fenate, to fet a private perfon onnusV an- 
** the throne, who was an or half contrary/^^ 
to the Jewijh lav/s, and right of fucceffion ; that if they 
refented his receiving the crown from the Parthlam^ there 
‘‘ were ftill enough left of the royal and facerdotal race, who 
“ had defer ved, to the full, as well of the as 

“ and on whom they mio;ht more juftly beftow it.*' The 
contefl between the two rivals rofe at length to fiich a height, 
that Anttgonus caufed fomc volleys of arrows to be fliot upon 
the enemy, and forced them to retire. Here arofe a fveihA 
mutiny, luppofed to have been underhand encouraged hyfomented 
SAo^ his foldicrs complaining aloud of the want of money, 6^ ^ilp# 
provifions, and better winter-quarters : Herod was forced to 
lend out for frefli fupplics for them, which came afterwards 
i^ fuch plenty, that there was not the Icaft pretence left for 
a revolt. The city of Jeftchoj however, fell a facrificc Jericho 
to the Roma i grecdinefs ; they plundered it of all its uchcSypfttndered 
which amounted to an immcnfe value ; after which Herodh 
was forced to fend them into winter- quarters in Samar 
IdumcQy and Galilee^ whilft Antigonus, to curry favour with 
Antony^ obtained of Stlo^ as a great favour, that pait of the 
Roman army might be fent into Lyada^ which ftill held out 
for him m. 

The feafon, by this time, being too far advanced to begin 
the fiege of ycrufalem^ Hetod^ having well glutted and quar- 
tered his Roman auxiliaries, fent his brother Jofeph into Idu- JoTeph 
mea^ with a thoufand foot, and four hundred horfe, whilftyf^»r 
he went and fecured his family in the city of Samar ta : from Idumea, 
thence he went and took fome fortrefle, in GaJihe from An- 
• • 

^ Antiq ubifup. infiD cap 13 Bell Jud. ubifup. 


ptophets have given us of his 
reign , and which, duly and uni- 
venally obftrved, would eafily 
eclipfe all that the poets have 
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fang concerning « their fkbulotia 
golden age, cannot be denied, 
our enemies themfelvcs beklg 
judges. 
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Scphoris tigonus, and among others that of Sephoruy which had been 
abandoned by the garlfon, and where he found great ftore of 
Herod, provifions. Frolm thence he Xcnt a detachment into the ter- 
ritories of /irbeky which was fadly infefted with gangs of 
banditti ; but as they could not ferret them out of their lurk- 
ing-places, he marched againft them with his whole army, 
7 he half and was as boldly encountered by their whole force. An ob- 
in ftinatc fight enfiied, in which his left wing began to give way ; 
he came fo timely to their aid, that he gained a complete 
^ ^ viftory ; by which he became matter of all Galilee y except 
' thofe rocky parts into which the defeated banditti retired. 
He rewarded his troops with a noble donative of an hundred 
and fifty drachms to each private man, and fo proportionably 
to thofe of an higher rank, and then fent them into winter- 
quarters. Silo left him foon after to follow Ventidius into 
Paribia^ and Ilcrod^ who could hardly ttay for the retui n of 
the fpriiig, to put himfelf in action, refolved, if poflible, 
their vanQs^o rid himlllf and the country of the remaining gangs of 
djhnyd, banditti (II) 

Herofly thinking by this time that he had pretty near re- 
(biced tlicir gang, left the country under the command of 
Ptolmyy at the head of as many forces as he thought would 
fufficc to keep it in awe ; and took the road to Samanoy 
where he had lett his family, with a defign to go, and cither 

(II) The inacceffiblencfs of accept of a pardon j a notable 
their lurkiiig-lioleo m.ide it almoll inflance of which the reader may 
impracticable ; but Herod having fee in what follows, 
caufed a number of iron chefts Our hiftorian adds (8), that 
to be made, and hllcd with an old man being hid in one of i 
foidicrs, wiiich were la down thefc caverns, his wife and feven 
with iron chains, he made great fons, who were with him, 
c':cciuion amoFngil tliLiii, till earnellly befoughc him to fuffer 
inght obliged tlicin to withdraw, them to furrender themfelves j 
w I lai he caufed a general pardon but he, placing himfelf at the 
to be procLiiincd to all who Ihould mouth of the cave, ilabbed them 
come md lurrenda* themfelves. one after another, as they at- 
ttiir rhli having reduced but a tempted to pafs by him, and call 
few oi them, his foldier^ by ne.xt them down the precipice, and 
iiiorning w^ntaud fet fome com- himfelf next, after having vent- 
bulhble matter on fire at the cd fome fcandalous reflexions on 
mouth of their caverns, put all the meannefs of Herod^^ extrac- 
\,ithin in a flame, and fmothcr- tion, who was at the fame time 
ed thofe it could not burn ; and making him all the figns of par 
) ct fuch was their obilinacy, that don and clemency. 

;!.cy cl.ofe rather to perilh than 

(o) Aniiq, ubi fuff a, cap, zS. fubfn, beU.Jud, A i. f. 13. 
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begin the ficgc of Jerufalem^ or bring AmlgonUs to a battle.' ^ 

He was no fooner gone, bi^t thofe whOm he^tad lately driven 

over yorJatiy returned agaiO) flew Ptolemy^ and ravaged theraify ^ 

country afrefli , fo that he was obliged to to^j^c back with 

forces, with which he fo efFeftually dcllroycd them, 

their lurking-places, and fined thofe towns fo fevcrcly, which 

had gi\en them cither fheltcr or reli 'f, that he quite nd 4 

province of thatdeftrudlive vumin". 

The Partbtans having been defeated foon after by 
diuSj as fhill be feen in a fubfequent chapter, that general, by r 
order ol Antony^ font Macharas^ with two legions and a 
thoufand horfe, to affift Hired in his war agamfl. Anttgonus ; ♦ 

but this lalt having gamed him over by a large fum, Macburai 
would needs march towards him, under pretence of examin-nus’i £// 
iqg the ftrength of the place. Herod^ having tried invam 
diflliade him from it, began to fufpecSI: him ot fome treachery 
but held his peace for the prefent. Not fo did AntipnusJ^^^^ v 
who, feeing the Romans draw near the walls of Jerujalem^ 
conceived fuch jealoufy of them, that he caufed his men to 
let fly fome vollies of arrows and ftones againft them, which^/V rrfint* 
fo exaffjerated him, that he returned to Emmaus^ and turned ; 
his arms againfi the Jews there, flaying indifciiminately all 
that came m his way, and among them a number of Herod*s 
fi lends. Herody who was then on the point oi going to pay 
hi^ rcfpefls to Antony^ at the ficgc of Samofata^ threatened 
to complain of at to him i but Macharas haflcning attei, pre*^ 
vailed upon him to be reconciled, and to leave his brother 
Jefiphy and a number of forces with him, to carry on 
war during his abfence 5 on this condition, however, that”^^®“’ 
they fhould undertake nothing that was hazardous till his re- 
turn. In his march to Amony^s camp, he was forced to fight Herod 
his way through fome bands of frec-booters ; or, as thefourth^«>tfr M. 
of the Maccabees calls them •, wild Arabs ^ who had attack- Antony'/ 
cd his rear, which would have been all cut off, if he had 
not come back to their afliftance, and defeated the thievjfh 
gang. At his arrival before Samofata^ he was received with 
all the marks of honour and efteem by the Roman triumvir, 
and drfi him many gallant fcrvices at that fiege . in requital 
of which, when the city wys taken, Antony left Sofms go- 
vernor of ^n^;^with the command of the Roman forces, and 
ordci^ to affift Herod with them w^henevef he required it. 

Herod^ on his return, found his affairs ftrangely altertd for 
thiworfe : his brother Jofepb having forgot his orders, had 
made an incurfion againft Jericho^ with his own troops, and 

f Antiq. ibid. ^ Cap. Li. 
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^ five legions, which he received from Macharas ; but the 
Rman hoife bemg unfit tor luch rocky ground ab he was then 
encamped upon, 9ic enemy fuiprifcd and defeated him, after 
kdM Bioble defence^ m which himfelf was killed by Pappus tlie 
^ Roman general, dnti^onus caufed his head to be cut off, and 

carried in triumph with him; but his brother ic 

" deemed it foon after at the price of fifty talents. T he con- 

fequcnce of this defeat was, the total revolt of Galtlee^ where 
the wcalthieft of Htrod\ party were barbaroufly flung, in 
Galilee great numbers, into the lake of Tiber im. Idmca was alfoon 
and Idu- the point of levolting, v/htn Htrod appeared at the head of 
mea re ^ army, and iii a little time reduced thofe two pio- 
viitccs again. His army ftill incrcafing, and Machatas floutiy 
> ncro defending himfelf againft Jntigom r, a battle was foon fought 
Herod’j between the two antagoniils, wheicin Htrod gained a com- 
ytgnal *vtc~ plctc viftory, and made an horrid flaughter of the enemy . 
Hrytwer Pappus being found among the dt id, he ordered his head to 
Antigo cutoff, and fent to Pheroras. PIis e gernefs to revenge his 
brother’s death, made him piirfut his fl>ing enemy with fuch 
uncommon fwiltnefs and eiuelty, that, had he not been 
picvented by a Molent florin, he might ha/e gone jlriit to 
'yetiifaltm^ and lia\e taken it with cafe, A iVgonus oeing by 
that time lo reduced, that he was upon the poi it r f abandon- 
ing it , but now uintei coming on, and the loldicrs not 
being able to bear the fatijucs of a fitge, Herod put tficm 
into wiiitci quaiters, and let anoiit gcttin^ read\ all things 
iicccfliij f )r beginning it early the following Iprinj: K 
gf Whilsi thefe prcpai xtions were mikino, /A 7 went to 
IVl i Samvia^ and there confiimm Ued li s inirruge with 
‘ rumney whom he hul b^tr ) i ^d loin \( iis belore , but had 
been hiiuleicd from marrving, thioi di the maiiv troubles he 
w o entingled in, though J e I id in extreme dcfircto fee this 
union once hippih i^eonphlhi u J) J3v this time he had 
^ot a rtinloiecinent of thuty thou^ in 1 men, and who 

h..d bv.en lent to his afliftahec, at the head of eleven kg’ons. 


P ^noq A bcl^ Jid ubi fupia 


(I) We hue aheady given 
the chai ilIcf arid defeent of this 
t Acelltiii. pnneefs, and 11 ?oi hid 
gieat real »n to hope, that thi 
m xrriage w euld effectually lecon 
eilc him to the nadoii, 

\ horn lie IcTtw to letaui an af 
fedionate ^cal foi the Aj?nn cm 
faaJ;, rf which fc was tk 


^fetnkd b> the two bi others, 
H\}c n and A) ijlobuli s, as we 
hmttd in a former note 1 hjs i 
I c tnouglit would likewifc faci 
litite the fuirtndei of J mftdtmy 
b\ witJidriwjng numbeis of the 
btficged fi oni the fadlidn 

of If I HUS. 
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and fix thoufand horfe, befides fome auxiliary troo^ hired 
from Syria y was marching through Phoenice to join him ; and ^ 
with this numerous aixny they went and befleged ^ferufa Herod 
lem (K). The befiegcd, on the other hand, were no Icfs nu- J®' 
mcrous and refolutc for a vigorous defence, r c city being™^®“** 
filled with yrwr, who flocked thither from all parts of the 
kingdom. But thefe wanted military experience, and trufted 
either to their ftrength and cour^igc or to the facrednefs of 
the temple, which they feemed confident would be defended 
by lomc miriculous proxidcncL aTimll an Idimean ufiuper, 
and an army of idol itrous Romans They likcwife annoyed 
tlie beficgeis by fiecj'jciit priv itc fillies, in which tht^ fpoiled 
great qu mtitics of chcir provifuns and forage But, on the 
fortieth day of the ficgc, the Romans^ in fpitc of the flout 
rcfiftancc fium within, found meins to fcile the outward 
wall, and lo nnke themiclvcs mi^^crs of it, and on the 
fiftieth the) got within the fecond, w hen fome of the gilleries 
about the temple htin^s* fet on fire, Hitod threw all thf odium 
of It on Antigonm. The lower cit\ being taken, the bcfieged 
betook themfelves to the hi her, and to the temple, where 
they lufleied very much through f iiniiic, it being the fabbatic 
}ear h. However, they built a new will inftead of that 
winch w IS beaten down, countermined the tnem\ , c iid fought 
fon4eUmcs ibo t, uni fometimes under-ground, and with 
m^re defpin thin courige At Jensith, alter a fuc monthsA7/Cf; it hy 
clofc fiege, Hacd^ finding them as obfiinilc as ever, ordered A? 
a general iflaidt to made, which both his ind the Romun 
tioops performed with fuch vigour, that the) foreed them at 
length to fiiriendcr (]>). 

Thf Romans^ having dilperfcd themfelves throuj^h all 
thequaiters of the upper city, inide a teiiible flaught.r of 

s De hoc vid vol in p 35,^ feq 


(K) JofefJus tell us, tint the 
Ronu n legions did not confilt of 
a certain number, biit amount 
cd, fome to looo, lome to 5000, 
and fome to 600 i , but, how t cr, 
if we take tiieni it the lowefl, 
and join to them the and 

S)nan lurces, this army muft 
have amounted to above 60,000 
men 

( L ) Antzgoi i s himfelf came 
down from a tower, where he 


had defended himfclf long as 
he could, threw liimfelf '\tScJtus\ 
feet, and in the mofi abjedl and 
iubinif)ive guift nn; lorcd his 
mercy (9) But the tinted 
Trafiy mftcad of tvpicfling the 
leall conetrn f«r that unfortu- 
nate prince, upbruded him with 
cow irdicc and efttmmaey, calling 
him in lilt feminine gender An- 
hgona^ and ordered him to be 
put under a ftrong guard 


(9) Anhj 1 1 cap h Jad t it c. 13 
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the yeutSf end plundered and ravaged every place they came 
^ to b6 revenged, as they exprefled it, for the length and 

laiiguc of the fiege. The very fanftuary was in danger of 
undergoing the fame fate, had not Herod prevented it, partly 
by fan, partly by threatening words, and even by mere 
Savf^rom force. He font at the fame time a fevcrc meflage to Sojius^ 
d^ftruSm complaining, that if this plunder and butchery were not ftop- 
V Herod the Romans would leave him king only of a bare wilder- 
ntfs 5 and that, as for himfclf, he (hould look upon his fuc- 
cefs as the moft unhappy thing that could belal him, if itmuft 
be attended with the profanation of th it facred place, the 
cefs to which was permitted to none but the "Jewtjh priefts. 
To all this &ofAiS anfwered, that he did not well knoar how 
to forbid his tioops the plundering of a place that had been 
taken by aflauh , fo that Herod fiw himfelf under a nrccflity 
of faviiig bo^^h temple and city f om ?ll further devaftition, 
by a large don tive out of h sown cofiers 
Antigo-p Thus was this citvtd e i, after a ficj:e of fix months (M) ; 

put to znd with its furreiider ended the leign of the Jfmoneans^ 
death aftci it had cont nu( d an hundred and twentv -nine year , from 
Year of j udas MaccaLi (S taking the Jtojijh gov eminent upon him (IS ). 
the flood jtnttgGnus^ the lafl mile of that race tint bore tjie regal title, 
^ 3 * * waj clapped in iron b) Sofius^ who, hivinc; piefcnted a crown 
pet Cnr temple, Lft jeyujalem^ and took the unhappy 

prince with linn, and delivtre<l him to Antony , by whom he 
was, at the tarneft fuhciUtions of Haod^ put to a lhameful 
death (O), in the thud year of hi.> leun r. 
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Bell JiJ 1 j c 13 Vid &UssER fub. 


(M) Reckoning from H yeti'* 
fi ft ictting down btfoie it , for 
It was not till lomc tJint aftei 
that So^ is joined him with his 
troops, ad carried on the fiege 
jointly vjthhim 

(N ) JoJephus reel- ons but an 
hundred and twenty fix years ( i ) , 
but he muft be underftood only 
from the time that Judas wis 
cftabliflied in his government by 
his peace with Antmhus^ three 
years after he had taken it into 
J4S fiandst 


It IS true, however, his fuc- 
ceftbis did not take the title of 
kings, IS we hive feen in the 
courfe of this fedlion, till Aufto-' 
hulus^ or rather till Alexander"" 
Jami'tus , but that family ftill 
enjoyed the peculiar privilege of 
joining the pontihcal with the 
.egal or fupre nc dignity 

(O) 1 he fiojuij/ hiftorian ob- 
ferves, that Antony would will- 
inglyhave referved 4ntt^onusiox 
his (utnre tiiumph, but that 
Herody who feared every thing 


(1} Ant ^ ttbt fuproy cap, bell, Jud, 1, 1, c, I3« 
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from his rival, if he fliould ever 
have an opportunity to plead his 
own caulc before the fenate, 
ceafed not to importune that ge- 
neral to put him to death, and 
obtained it at laft by a laigc fum 
ol money : but he caufed that 
unhappy prince to be executed 
in lb lliameful a manner, as has 
given juft occalion to fcvcral an- 
tient authors to condemn it as a 
piece of injuftice and cruelty, 
never till then allowed of by the 
fttafts (2) ; for having caulcd liim 
to be condemned ab a private cii- 
niiiial, and without rtgaid to his 


illullrious defeent, the fentence 
was executed accordingly at 
och^ where, having been lirft tied 
and whipped at a Itake, his head 
W'as cut oft', after having been all 
along flattered with promifes of 
life. This punifliment Strahoy 
in the place above-quoted, ob- 
ferves, iiad never been in/li<^lcd 
on any crow ned head ; but y/«- 
tov-^ tliought it nccefTary, by fuch 
an ignomiiiiouj death, to render 
him contemptible to the f, 
to pi event their rjifing any new 
tinnuhs againft his generous 
inenid Ihiod (3). 




(2) Vtl.iut.aU P*u*i!cb tn M. Z);:;*/. //^. xiix. Stt jb, ap yof^pb» 

4^/7, /. XV, f. 1 , i iJ 


SECT. V. 

llijlory of the Jews, from Herod to the Birth 
of Cbrijl. 

H E taking of Jcrufalem^ and tlic death of AnUginus^ HcrodV 
having now fixed Herod upon the fewifh throne, \\^crucl he- 
was foon obliged to bend his thoughts on two important con- » 
corns; the one to replcnifhhis coftbrb,exluuftcd,paitly by the 
large fums with which he had been forced to buy the friend - 
Ibip of the Roman generals, and even Antony himfelf ; and 
partly by the profufenefs with which he rewarded his own and 
the Roman troops for their paft fcrvices, and Specially for 
faving the city and temple from plunder and luin : the other 
was to fupprefs the oppofite JcuuiJh faflion, whicli, in fpitc 
of his rival’s ignominious death, retained an invincible attach- 
ment to the Afmoncan family, and an irreconcileablc hatred 
to his own. Thcfe two points, which could not be gained, 
the one without a great deal of oppreffion, and the other 
without much cruelty and bloodflied, we niufb look upon 
as the two main fprings of •all his adlions, and the caufes of 
his ureafy reign. Accordingly, upon his having got poircffion 
of that metropolis, he caufed all the gold, filvcr, and other 
valuable things he found in it, to be carried into his ow'ii 
palace, by which he amafled immediately an immenfe trea- 
fure ; but as a great part of it had been already promifed toOfP^eJ/ron 
the Romans^ and was actually given to them, he rcimburfed^^ r/v An_ 

D d 4 
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himfelf by the forfeiture of the eftates of the Antigonian fa£);ion, 
caufing the wcalthicft of them to be fcizcd, and forty-five of 
the principal of them to be put to death (A). And fuch 
Cruel his jealoufy m this lefpedf, that he caufed guards to be 

•watihfuU g‘iteb, to examine, as they were Cv^rrying 

nefs o*ver ^^*^**' graves, whether they were really dead, and 

them, whether any ricJics were conveved off with their bodies ; in 
which cafe they were fcized upon, and fent into his treafury. 
Upon the whole, his ncccffities and profu(entr> were fo great, 
that he fpared no extortion to fiipply them ; infomuch that 
this being the fabbatic >ear, in which there was neither plant- 
ing nor fowing, and all the country round about liaving been 
fo terribly plundered and ravaged, both before and during the 
fiegc, nothing lefs than a grievous famine was cxptdcd to 
have filled the whole land 

Jealoufyof Herod had ihll another iival left, who, though at a great 
Hyrcan dillance from him, and kept, as it wcie, a pnionei in Par^ 

^ Antiq. I. ^vV. c I. Bell lud 1 i c. 13 

•(A) We took notice in the laft delivoiancc, thefe two pol,itician5, 
fe£lion, that Herod fpared that lorelieing that the city could not 
very Sanuar, who had appeared hold out much longci againll 
the moft intrepid againft him, at luch tc vigoious ficge, and under 
his tryal before the fanhedrin ; the exceiJ ’ c want of all piA- 
as well as Polho, another learned vifion , did with a kind of pro- 
and valuable who had been phctic confidince affare them, 
a great ftickler iovHyt cei» agamft that all icfiilance was \ ain, fince 
him : and thefe were not the the tlung was fiom the Lori>, 
only inflances of Herod's clc- who, for then fins, was now 
racncy. bunging them in fubjtclion to 

However, we muft own, that this foicigner (i). 
thefe two great men, whom he There was indeed fome ground 

took into his fpecial favour and for what they affirmed in favour 
confidence, had, notwithftanding of Herod, if what jofephus (2) 
all the incenfe which the rabbles fays be true, that one Mtnahtm, 
give their for their courage and a cotemporary of theirs, and an ^ 
intrepidity, taken care to make eflenian, endowed with the fpirit 
their peace with him during the of prophecy, had long before 
fiege, by exhorting the befieged foretold his rife to the crown ; 
to open their gate,s to him. but as that hath too much of the 

For, whilft they^«//^o»wir fac- Je^ijh fable to deferve belief, 
tion were encouraging the fuper- we lhall refer oui readers to that 
ftitious with crying. The authoi, for the further account' 
temple of the Lord ! and making of it. 
tl^exn expeft fome miraculous 

(?) /. XV. c, I, Vid /. xiv. c. 17, (.,) Anttq, /,xv. f. 13. 

thia^ 
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thia^ did not fuffer his mind to be at cafe, till he had quite in 
lid himfclf* ol him. Thi** was Hytcan^ the depofed king and Parthia. 
high-pricft, whom Pacorus had carried thither with him in 
chains. But when Phraartes came to be informed of Ins 
high birth and di[jnit) , he generoufly took oft hui chains, and 
pcrmitt d him to live in Babylcn^v^hi^iQ he was highly rti])eil- 
ed, not only by the gjreat number of Jiiu who dwelt in 
thu cit\, but likewilc by all thofc th.4C Jived beyond the Eu- 
phrates^ who all looked upon him as then rightiul prince, and 
high pneft The r veneration for him was raiftd ftill higher, 
when they underftood, that Httod hid filled the pontifical 
chair \/ith an old acquair tance of his own, n uned dnat ^/, 
a defcendcrit of one of thofc piieftlv families that fettled at 
Ba y on after the captivitv, and whom that politic piincc 
c'uifed to be fetched tiom thence, merely on the fcore of his 
meinnefs md obfcurity , that, being without friends or iii- 
tcreft m Judaraj lu mi’^ht be contented with his Lcerdocal 
funftion, \ ithout interreiing with the regal prerogative 

llyrtan might then hive thought himfelf happy in Jus exile, That pon 
being thus refpefted by the Parthian king, and by all thttiff's hap^ 
JiW^ of the difpeifion )ct fuch \\ is 1 is love for his countr) 
or rath&r his fatal confidence in the new ft Mtjh monarch, that, 
as foon IS he he ird of his being on the throne, he conceived 
a great defire of fpcnding the icmainder of his life with him. 

H(fc fi lends, to VI hum he cominui icitcd his thoughts, tried 
m vain to diPuade him from it, by reprefenting to him 
foil} and h /a i of puttiiu himfelf in tint monireb’s po \cr, 
efpecially fince he could hirdl/ expect eithi r gr ter honour 
or hippircfs it ferufakn^ thm h-^ tnjo e ‘ \\.Baijlon but 
could arguments hive prc\ uled with 1 im. Hard v\ould have 
left no mc-iiis untried to h'’ c friiftrucd rlKin, and to hive 
made luie of him, as he accordmj^ d»db(i5j 
Aiitiq hb Xv cap z 


He began , however, with 
fending him a kind invit icion to 
come and bear a partncrllup wnli 
him of hispo\cr ind grandeur, 
and reap the fruits of his grati- 
tude for his foimer kinantfs 
JDut, left this invitation Ihouldfal, 
he backed it with an embaiiy lO 
Phaa t t, in which he beggui 
of him to give the pontiff It *ve 
to return to Judara Sai t ualla, 
who was ciiaiged witn this tm 
baf y, w IS ordered to make fome 
( 3 ) i 


confidciaMc pitfents to t‘ c Par 
tin? king amt couit, and fuc 
cceded fo well in his n gotiation, 
that catty in Ipitt ot all the 
remonltrances cf lus fiit ids to 
the contrary, left lUo i U ai}Iiim 
for Jtru/ f/ llttoi it 
hill rcceiicd him with greit 
fiicndfhip and magnif cenee ind 
forgot rothin^, tnat co ildpoflibly 
com eal tl e treacherous dthgn 
he w IS h I'^ching againit ins 
lift (3) 

/ w t ^ 


Whilst 



4'io Hifiory of the Jiews. B. II. 

HcrodV Whilst this was doing, Herod was not a little difturbed 
d:m.jiic with domeftic jaP. Alexandra the daughter of Hyrcan^ and 
jars mother of Arijlobulus and Mariamne^ 2 woman of an haughty 
Year of fpjrif^ could not bear with any patience to fee an obfcure 
the flood p|.jofl preferred before her fon to the pontifical dignity, 

Bef^ *ciir which Ilyrcan was now difablcd, by the lols of his ears. 

' ‘She was ever expoftulating w ith him the injury done to her fon, 
and infifting, that the pontifical dignity belonging in right of 
fjcccflinn to him alone, as being deicended by fatlicrand mother 
fjom Alexander *yaiweciis (C), none but he ought, in juftice, 
to be inverted with it. But Hcrod^ who was confeious, that the 
young prince had an equal light likcwife to the regal dignity, 
which he now ufurped fiom him, was afraid to grant her the 
one, left (he ftiould find fomc means in time of feizing upon the 
other. This obliged her to write to CLopatra^ not doubting 
but her intcreft with Aatcny might greatly influence that gcneial 
in favour of her fon. It was impoflible for her to carry on that 
correfpondence fo clofelv, but Herod had fomc intimation of it ; 
and, fearing tlie worft: from thofe tw^o intriguing priiicefles, 
Ariflobu- forced for the piefent, notwitliftaiidiiig the irregularity of 

hi^made to cojifent to have dejxfled, and inverted 

high- pi'etendiiig tl)at he had only given it to the 

pritjl, former, till the latter was come to he of an age fil for it. 

This condcfccnfion of Herod^ backed with fo plaiifible an 
exciife, wrought a kind of reconciliaticn between them ; but 
which was nothing Icfs than finceie on either fide, clpccially on 
IIerod% who ftill fufpedled the intiigucs of the mother, and 
the meiitof the fun, whofe high birth, and blooming virtues, 
joined to a graceful perfon, attrafled the eyes and hearts of the 
Alexandi a nation. Upon fomc pretence therefore, or other, he 

-ir, fined, quairelcd w'ith AL^andra^ forbad her to meddle with any public 
affairs, and at laft canfed her to be confined to her palace, and to 
be clofely watched. In the mean time, Cleopatra having font her 


See vol iii, p. 70. 


(C) / ijhhuluf^ as the fon of 
Altxan 1 1 , and grand fon of 7 Av- 
ert// and of ArijtohuluSy the Ions 
of Altxnndtr Jantitru!, had the 
right both to thf regal and pon- 
tilical dignity united in him : for 
he was gr.tndfon to the former 
by his inorher Alexandra^ who 
was his only child ; and by his 


father Alexnndtr^ he was grand- 
Ion to Atijiobulns, By lys de- 
kent from the latter, he had a 
right to the high priellho^d, 
which was fixed to the male line ; 
and, by his defeent from both, 
he would have had the only title 
to the crown alfo, had not the 
Romans transferred it toHerod^e^. 




(^) Antip U XV. tap^ 2, Cf 3. 
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and her fon an Invitation to come to her, flie was eafily perfuaded hnjitedly 
to accept it, fince (he could now only look upon herfelf as Herod's Cleopa- 
prifoner, from whofejcaloufy (he had every thing to fear. I'he^ra. 
difficulty was, how to conceal their flight from his watchful fpies : 

(he intrufted her dcfign only to two faithful fcru^iits, one of 
whom was to procure her a (hip to carry them ofT, and the 
other to provide two coffins, one tor her fon, and the other for 
herfelf, to convey them in that manner lo the fliip. Hut, un- 
fortunately, one of the two fervants iiudveitcnily mentioned the 
matter to a third, whom he thought to have been in the tecrer, 
whoimmcdiatcly took hold of this opportunity to ingratiate himfllf 
to Hei'od, and made a full difeovery of the defign. Herod ftaved Htrflra^ 
only till the mother and fon were conveyed fomc part of the/.^j^tw 
way in their coffins, and then caufed them to be arrefted, and**'^;^^* 
brought back. IIis fear, however, of Cleopatra^ s refentment, 
prevented his expreffing his own againft them ; and, fince he 
found it unfafe to punifh them, he put on the malk of clemency, 
and was outwardly reconciled to them; but Irom that moment 
refoivcd to get rid of the wjung prince. 

An accident happened foon after, which determined him to 
haften his death. 'Fhe feaft of the tabernacles, one of the three Ariflobu- 
grand f^ftivals, was come, whieh was ufuall v folernnizcd with Ins 
the greateft magnificence^; when the new hi:ili-prieft, ^N\\oat• 5 on tbe 
Was then about feventecn yeais of age, appealed at the altar \v\JcoJ} of 
his pontifie.d ornaments, and officiated with fuch inajefly 
grace, that the people thought they beheld all the mtiit and^^*^-^' 
grandeur of his inceftors revived in him. They could not for- 
bear filling the temple and city willi his praifes, which raifed 
the tyrant’s jedoufy to fuch a height, as made him refolvc to,od’j yW 
put his murdering dcfign in execution with the utmoil fpeed./^,,^.. 
Accordingly, as foon as the folemiuty was over, he went with 
him to JerUbo^ where Alexandia had invited them to a fump- 
tuous entertainment. The weather being hot, Ariftobuius j)f fawned 
invited to bathe In a fine fi(h-pond in that ne-ighbouihood, where ^ 
fomc of Her of s hired creatures were fwi mining ; and where, 
asibonas they had him in their hinds, they kept him flill under 
water, till he was dead. This bloody deed was glofled over 
with the fpecious pretence of its being done in fport, by accident, 
and without any defign on the pontiff’s life ; and Herod not 
only feemed to believe it, but took all the pains he could to have 
it thought fo by the refl, Ky putting himfelf*into the deepeft 
mourning for him, ordering a ftatcly monument to be ereiled 
to his memory, and his funeral obfequics to be performed with 
the utmoft magnificence. This was the end of young Ariftohu- 
lus^ which filled the city and kingdom with inexprellible grief : 

f De hoc vid. fup. vol. iii, p. 26, & feq. 


he 
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Ananel/'^- he died in the eighteenth >ear of his age, having fcarce enjoyed 
Jtored, his dignity one whole year, which, upon his death, returned to 
Ananel 


Herod /v • All thefe grimaces of Herod to difculpate himfcif of the mur- 

cotnes odt der, were cafily feen through by tht people, and only rendered liim 
more odious to them, and much more fo to his own family. 
Alt xandra^ at the fiift news of iier Ton’s death, could fcarcely 
be kept from la)ing \iolcnt hands on herfelf; but, upon coder 
thoughts, fhe prevailed on heiklf to conceal her refentment 
agiinft the tyrant, that fhc might the more cafily compafs his 
Alcxan- wiotc to acquaint CLopatra with liis ticachery, and 

dra phis princefs, moved rather by her ambition and avarice, tlnn 
^ ^ honor for the ciime, ccafcd not to folicit 

Antony to piinifh the murdcici, in hopes that after his death flie 


Herod 
fuminoned 
to appt.ir 
htfote An- 
tony. 


might cafily obtiin his kingdom for herlelf. Antony^ being at 
length prevailed upon, font orders to Herod to come and clear 
himfclf before Ivni at Laodtua^ whither he was then going, 
and Cleopatra along with him. Hifod was obliged to obey, 
though much againif his will , hut took care to biibc his judge 
fo high, that, u )on hu appealing before him, he was nioft bafely 


Acquitted, abfolved, and CUopatra\ avarice compenfited with the province 
Year of of CoelefynUy inflcad of that of fndcca, B t, before he went, 
the flood he left fuch bloody orders about his ile.ir Manainn^^^ as jiroved a 
^3 H- fourcc of endicfs trouble » to him and Ins family. I'hc reader will 
Bcf. ^'br.pg^,jhcni in the note (D). 

34. His 
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(D) /A / ody not know ing how 
it would go with him in Sy}iay 
had, before hib dcpaiturc, given 
cxprelboidcrs to his uncle 
whom he left govcrnoi duiing 
his abfcnce, that, in cafe he was 
call for hii life, he ihould put 
his beloved Marwmne to death. 
The violence of his paflion for 
that prince ij extorted this in- 
human command from him He 
knew that the fame of her beau- 
ty had long fince captivated the 
triumvir, ard the thoughts 
of leaving htr in the pofTeflion 
of fuch a rival, even after his 
death, were moic dreadful to 
him than any death he could in- 
£i(9 on him ; and his uncle was 
forced to rid him of thatangmih, 


by the promife of a punftual 
obedience. WiiLn he w.is gone, 
yo/ phy w bo waited daily on her, 
either on afFaiis of ftatc, or to 
pay his refpeits to he^, took all 
opporiunities of extolling Ht7oU\ 
extreme paflion for her, and at 
length was indifcreet enough to 
difelofe the fatal orders he had 
left with him, as an irrefiagable 
proof of the greatnefs and fince- 
rity of it. Bur the queen, look- 
ing upon it rather as an argu- 
ment of his jealoufy and inhu- 
manity, conceived from it a 
more invincible hatred againft 
him. In the mean time, there 
was a rumour fpread through the 
city, wlictJier by Herod's ene- 
or by feme pf his fubule 
agents, ^ 
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Uls prefent troubles were, for a. while, divcited bv the Cleopatra 
coming of CAicpdtyu wWjii Jud^ea^ iii her return from the £'«- fo/rtj to 
phairsj whither (he h id accompanied Ante??). That princcfs, jerufa- 
vvhofe avarice was as infatiable as her luft, ha 1 d billed Herod^^^' 

(uifil ly bv both thefe paflions. On the one hand, ftic hid ob- }],r reap- 
tamed from her paramour all the feitilc territories Jettchoytiov^ a^a 
which were ^'y far the richcft and pleaf nteft of all Judaiiy efpe- rtct^ and 
cially upon the fcorc of the balm (E), and the great quantitv of 

palm- 


agents, that Arton) had put him 
to a cruel death , which caft the 
whole court, but efpeci illy // \ 
atuha and Mm ;;*»/, into a 
^rtat conllernaiion Mi^andra 
h id, by tliib tune, been intorin- 
td ot the bloody orders left with 
Jojiph , to pre\ *.nt the execution 
of which, iLc went to him, and 
llrove with all licr eloquence to 
perfuade him to leave Ju fal /v, 
and to go and put themfeUt 
undci the piote^lion of the Rq 
men eagle*) that wtic plinted in 
the neighbourhood of die cit} 
rWitir deliberations wen quickly 
broken oft, by letteis fiom Ih 
tai^ which infc lined her, thif 
he had not only j^aintd his cauft, 
but that Antn , w'Ij duly heap 
ing ficfli m il s of lii> iflee^fion 
upon him, and tlr.t he l^iouM 
foon return to more 

llrcngthencd than ever in his 
kingdom This news made 
them lay afide their dciign , but 
as they had not earned it on fo 
clofely, but Salcmc had received 
Yome intimation of u, ftic failed 
not to intorm hci brother of it 
upon his arihal Some injuiious 
refledions v/hveh M n amne jiad 
caft on the meannefb of her 
biith, Iiad exafperated her fo far, 
that ihc had vowed a moft diead- 
ful revenge ; and ftie took this 
opponunity of k ompleting it, by 
accufing her of having held 

(5) Ste «•/. li p. 38S Sr nae TG,. 


great a familiarity with Jcfiph 
during lii.> ablcncc 

Ml nrim tafily cleared her 
innocence, upon hci firlt inter- 
view with the king , but whilll 
he w s entei taming her with the 
pio eftitioiib of Ills gieat love, 
the could not forbcai at length 
mtntioning the oidcrs he had left 
widi his uncle, as rather a token 
of Ills baibaiity to her Thtfe 
woid , which ftibbed that jta- 
lou) moniicH to the heart, nude 
him eoneludt, that nothing Lfs 
thm the ciiminil convciiation, 
of whicn Kuhfhe Ini acculcd 
her, could hue inducLa Jiis un 
c^c to difclofc the fatal ferret. 

1 1 the fiift lally of his tuiy, he 
WuS on the point of facrihcmg 
her witn his own hand, hid not 
his love pi tv ailed ovei lus re- 
fentiiunt But Jojtpb and Ah r- 
f/iha fell the aiiluppy vidfims 
of his rage , the hi ft ot whom ho 
cauftrd to be pit to immediate 
death, lefiifing even to fee him, 
or hear what could be urged in 
his defence the latter he caufed 
10 be pm in cJiains, and con- 
fined to a dote pi Ton under a 
ill ong guard, tim mam cauft* 
of all this mifehitf 

(E) This precious plant, fo 
famous for its balfam, the moft 
valuable of all ointments, we 
hav c already i^ken of in fome 
former v'olumes (5^ all that we 

-r e fony ji p </ ro‘ a hb. 
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palm-trees which grew in it, and brought Herod a conftderable 
revenue ^ On the other, flic was foliciting that monarch to 
her jn amour all the time {he flayed with him. Ilerod^ who had 
Imtcful to conceived a great averfion to her, was confulting all the time he 
.neroJ, entertained her with the utmoft magnificence, oi iome means of 
putting her to death, whilft he had her in his power ; but his 
friend^ dicading the confequcnces of fuch a fiwJt, did not only 
difiuadc him fiom it, but prevailed on him to glut at lean: 
hcravaiice with coftly piefciits, which he did with furprifing 
profufenefe. However, as he Iiad refilled to gratify her other 
predominant piflion, he feared, left her refentment on that fcore, 
joining with the invincible hatred w^hich the bad conceived 
againft him, flvuill one day prove fatal to him. To prevent 
which, after he had accompan'ed her as far as Feluftum^ he 
njoho forti- Went and fortified the caftle of Mojfada^ and furniflied it with 
fes the arms and provifions for ten ihoufand men, that at all events he 
eajlle of might have a fure place of refuge to flee to. At the fame time 
Maffada. he took conftant care, to fend that piinccfs the revenues of thofe 
territories which Antony had given from him to her, that flic 
might have no pietcncc to fall out with him upon that fcore 
Herrefnt- But tliii* was not fu/Hcicnt to prevent the efFcils of that bafe 
ment /7- princefs’s refin tment j and flic foon after laid fuch* a plot againft 
tint all his flrength and courage w^ere hardly fufficient to 
and belhjh elfewhere taken notice, that flic 

had obtained a gicat many provinces fiom Antony^ in 
Pboctike^ and Arabia’^, The 1 ittcr of thefe bad paid tribute to 
hci conftan'ly enough, whilft Antony was m power ; but after 
his defeat, at the battle of A£lium^ of which we fhall fpeak in a 
more proper place, MaLhus^ then king of that country, refufed 
all furtlicr pnymont to her. Htvod^ who had got a complete 
army, with which he defigued to afllft his fi lend Antony againft 
1 1 icceivcd orders from him to turn his forces againft 

the flood Atnbums. This was Chopatra^s plotj who, by bringing 
Bcf Clir ^ battle, propofed to get the territories of 

* the conquered, let the viftory fall on which fide it would. But 
^ ’ as her fpitc againft Herod wus moft prevailing, flie fent one of 
her general , named Athrnion, w'ho equally hated him, at the 
head of an arm)s under pretence of aflifling him, but in reality 
to betray and ruin Iiim, becaufe flic forefaw, that he was like to " 

^ Antiq. 1 . xv. c. 4. Hell. Jud. lib. i c. 13, & vii. c. 2^, 

* Aatiq. ubi fiipra, c. 5, Bell. Jud. lib. c. 28. * Vol. ix. 

p. 465, & icq 

need lo add here is that that carried into where it hath 

cunning princefs took care to grown and throve ever fincc (6). 
have a quantity of that plant 

( 6 } S' Da'^fif defcf, of ft, Dr, Slaw, P ^ at. 

have 
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have the better of his enemy. For Herod^ upon the firft en- 
counter, had given them a great overthrow, and obliged them 
to get a frefti army togethei, which Malchm brought into 
fyria. Here a fecond battle was fought near Cana (F), in which 
Herod on tlie point of getting a new vidtory ; when Athe-Ue h he^ 
nion^ who had flood neuter all the time of the engagement, fcll^'*w^ ^ 
upon his troops, before they could tally themfel/es, and, in fpite Athenion, 
of his fpccJy alHflance and bravery, cut the greateft part of the 
feivs in pieces, and plundered their camp, Herod himltlf efcape- 
ing with great difficulty, with a fiiull number of his m(.n ^ (G). 

Herod was by this time g^"t into the feventh >ear of his reign Judaea 
when Jtidaa was (haken with fuch an earthquake, as had 
been felt before, and which deftroyed great numbers of cattle, h 
and many thouCind pcifons, who perifhed under the ruins of^” earths 
their houfes (H). His troops indeed efcaped the common ruln,^^^^^‘ ^ 
bccaufc he kept them encamped in the oj^n field : ncverthelels, 
the great lofs which the kingdom fuflained by this calamity, ^ 
obliged him to fend an embafly to fuc to the Afahiam for peace, 

But bv this time the account of his lofs having been greatly ji, 
magnified to them, they not only rejefled his offers, but flew 
the embafladors that brought them, and invaded fudaa w'ith the 
ntmoft fpeed, expefting to have found it deftituteof defence. ItHerodV 
was with the greateft difficulty that kept his men 
abandoning him ; but having at length difpclled their fear*?, and 
offyed the ufual facrificcs, he went to meet the enemy on the ^*’^^^^*^** 
other fide of xhe Jordan^ and theie gave them two fuch fignal 


** Antiq. ubi lupia, c. C, * ViJ. U^sfr, annul, fub 

A. M. 3973. 


(F) Probably C?; in 

on the other fide of the Ltbanus ; 
or Cannath^ on the other fide 
Jordan^ in the neighbourhood of 
Boftra in Arabia (7'. 

(G) The Maccabitijh book 
adds, that Athenion was ordered 
to furround that monarch with 
his troops, as foon as he had en- 
gaged thofe of the Atabiam{%), 
However that be, Hcrod^ from 
that time, forbore coming to an 
engagement with them, and con- 
tented himfelf with making fre- 
quent incurfions againfl them, 


encamping always on the moun- 
tains ; by which he got this 
double advantage, that he haraf- 
led the enemy, and inured his 
own troops to the trade of war. 

(H) Our hiflorian, in one 
place, mentions but ten thoufand 
flam (9) ; bur, in another, he 
makes them to amount to thiee 
myriads, or tliirty thoufand 
men ( 1 ) ; \\ hich lafl is the more 
likely of the two, and agrees 
much better with the defeription 
he gives of that calamity . 


( 7 } Ue, Ilehr, /W. ^ Stepb. Eyx, fah vce. Ca^natb, (S) C.p. hi. 

(9} An lib, XV. c, [ij BtU/judaH, /. 1 c. J4, 


defeats^ 
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defeats, that he forced them in their turn to fuc for peace, and to 
accept It on his own conditons ; after which he returned in 
^ triumph to Jirufalem (I). 

Antony/ But his happine^ was foon after troubled by the defeat of 
Antony by Augujius at the battle of ASltum^ by which he faw 
Yw^of deprived of a moft powerful as well as fteady friend, and 

the flood brink of falling a (acrifice to the conqueror’s refentment. 

22 jg The beft expedient he could think on under this confternation, 
Bef. CJir. to fond advice to Antony^ to put Cleopatra to death, and 
JO. to feize on her kingdom and treafures ; by which he might be 
enabled to raife new forces, and either make a frefh pu{h for 
the empire, or, at the worft, obtain eafier conditions of peace. 
He promifed him, on thofe terms, to ftick faft to his intereft, 
and to furnifli him with money, troops, and ftrong-holds, and 
He 2Xi other ailiftance to carry on the war againft his rival ^ But 
Iwrod j Antony was ftill too great a flavc to that princefi, to confent to 
e ytee to expedient ; which when Htrod peiceivcd, he thought 

no more, but how to make his peace with the conqueror on the 
y ,, bed terms he could. He had ftill another dread upon him as 
^ dlfpleafurc of Cafar, Hyrcan^ tlic only furviving 

male of the Afmoman lacc, had been formerly acknowlcgcd king 
Hyrcan fudaa^ and as fuch, had entered into alliances ivith the 
^ ’ Roman fenatc. Hcrod^ on the other hand, had ocen chiefly up- 

held in his throne by the intereft of Antony ; and Alexandra^ 
ever watchful for all opportunities of being revenged on ^ tlic 
ufurper, had begun to try to gain fbme advantage fiom the laU2 
change of afFaiis againft him. Herod thcrefoie, who had his 
fpies about him, thought it unfafe to go to Augujius^ till he had 
drawn the father and the d.iughtei into a fnaic, which might 
afford him a picteiicc foi putting the former to death ; which he 
Caufrs by caufing him to be belicadcd in the eightieth year of his 

$0 be hi- age Heroics 

headed, ^ Antiq. lib xv c 8, &9 Bdl led 1 i. c 14. See alfo, vol. ix. 

p.469. &fcq. ^ Ste his Ipetch to 4 ngujlus^\i^\ Jud. ubifup, c. 15. 


advtce to 
him. 

KcrodV 

plot 

gahfi 

Hyrcan. 


(I) The firfl: of theie battles fuiiender themfelvcs till the fifth 
was fou' ht near Fhiladilphia^ in day, on which the reft, in defpair, 
which five thoufand Arabtatis and without hopes or prolpeft 
were either killed upon the fpot, of fuccefs, attacked him, and 
or trod to death in their flight, had lev en thoufand killed ; upon 
Herod having aftcrwaids clofely which they fubnitted to his con- 
befieged them in their camp, ditions, one of which was, that 
where they were ready to perifli he was declared by them go- 
for want of water, they offered vcrnoi 01 protestor of their na- 
him at firft fifty talents foi ihdr tion (2). 
freedom; which being reje^ed, (K) So fays the fourth book 
they in great numbers came to of the Maccabees {3). Thfe trap 
(2) Antij, ubt (3) Cap» liv. 


into 





, IjW w^s to fecure hh fa- Herod 

I^Fwhqdl lie collide in eefe Ihs (nouU milcari'y in hie addrefs^^^/e Au^ 

he committed bis mother Cjr^rin,g«fti»s- 
«9d hh fifter hAa cam oWus brother Pber^r^h whom 

ifite the <jaf 8 e with orders latter, to^Tu n^ers 

OroWn, and defend it to the in^mfe hc/0 hu 

HSu^ that it went ill with him. As for his wife Mafimntythtr. 
tad his mother Axandra^ he fent them into the ftrong fortrels 
of Malfaday and put them under the care of his treafurer, 
named jojtphy and of Sohernus^ one of his chief confidents, with 
exprefi orders, to put thofe two princelTes to death, as ibon as he 


received the news of his ill fuccefs at the emperor’s court, and 
then to go and afiift his brother with all his power. He em- 
barked ^n after for Rhodes^ where Augujlus then was \ and, 


having obtained an audience from him, appeared before that 
prince in all his royal orn ments, except his diadem ; and fpoke 
to him wttb fuch feennng confidence, as if he was fare before- 
hand to obtain what he came for. He made no difHculty to 


into which he was drawn, was a Ub (i|), he took as he found it m 
mafierpiece of h.s politic nval, the commentary which ^^/v</lcit 
who cckrupted feme of his and behind him ; but, at the fame 
his daughters confidents, to fet time, he 1 elates the matter dif- 
tn foot a kind of ticafonablc ferently from other hands. We 
€(yrefpondence, whether real or refer the readci for it to thei place 
counterfeited, with Maichus king laft quoted However, this was 
wherein /]^rrA/rdefi red thedifinal end of that unfortu- 
to put bitnfelf again under his nate prince, after a long fehes 
protection, and begged of him of unhappy vicifiitudes He was 
to fend him fome horfemen to at firft raifed to the pontifical 
conduct him from a private place dignity by his motlier Alejcantlnty 
neaf to the Jake Jf- and fucceeded her foon after in 

fhaUttef^ wfhich was about ninety the kingdom alfo i three months 
miles from that metro- after which, he was deprived of 

polls both by his brother 

the agent iaf this cor- He was refiored to both by 
teljpondcnce, betiayed xx^lUjod Pompeyy and enjoyed them near 
both this letter, and the anfwer, forty years, till depofed again, 
in which the Arahan king pro- and difquahhed, by Ant^^ns^ 
mUed hsm a fafe efcoic to con- who cut off hib cars, ana &nt 
vey him away. Hef$d{\xmxmiipd him pHfoner into ParAHa^ from 
the, ptatiff before has council , Whence he unfortunately return- 




}It$ fpcech 
to Au- 
guflub. 


/f confirm 
ed in hts 
royalty. 


Meets 
^ith nens) 
plagues at 
home. 
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own bis former attachment to Antmfs intereft^ his affiftingbim 
with men,arms« money, and other ncceflaries for the war ; and 
even thecounfel he had given 'him, after his defeat, of killing 
Cleopatra^ and feizing on her kingdom, and imihenfe treafure^ 
in order to obtain a more advantageous peace. All this, laid 
he, concluding his fpeech, I thought myfelf bound in honour, 
gratitude, and friendfliip, to do for Antony ; but, fince he hat 
rejedled my laft advice, and left me at liberty to make you a 
tender of my future fervices, if you think them worth your 
acceptance, and can but forget what is paft, you (hall find me 
henceforth as fincere and fledfaft a friend to you, as I have been 
hitherto to your rival. As an earneft of which, he mentioned 
to him the timely fuccour he had lately given to Didlus^ his 
governor in Syria^ againft Antonyms gladiators (Lj. Auguflus 
was very much taken, both with his fpeech, and gallant beha- 
viour : he had llkewife been acquainted with the fuccour be had 
lent to Didius^ and thanked him for it, afluring him, that he 
readily accepted of his friendlhip, and confirmed the kingdom to 
him 5 in token of which, he ordered him to take up his diadem, 
and wear it before him. Herody plcafed with his good fuccefe, 
made fome prefents to Auguflusy and his favourites, according to 
his ufual profufenefs ; and was from that time in greater efteem 
with him than any other tributary prince ; fo that he returned 
to JerufaUm highly fatisfied with theie additions of honour and 
p^wer : but all this was (bon (cured, by the ill reception he met 
with from his favoui Ite Maf iamney and her exatperated mother 

For thefc two pnneefles, looking upon their confinement at 
Majfada only as a more honourable imprifbninent, and remem- 
bring with horror the bloody orders he had formerly left with 
his uncle Jofeph conceining them, did not doubt but he had 
given the fame to their two new guardians. To be fatisfied of 
it, they fpared neither prefents nor carefies, till they got the 
fatal fecret from Sohemus ; (b that when Herod came to Majfaday 
and was going to embrace the queen with his ufual tendernefi, 

® Antiq. ubifupra,^c. lo. 

(L) Thefe were an abjeft race, the firit who put a flop to their 
whom Antony had brought up at progrefs, being privately aififted 
Cyzicumy to exhibit triumphal b/ Herod with fome troops ; and 
fpoitsj and thefe, when they at length prevailed upon them to 
heard of his defeat, determined quit uieir gladiatorial employ- 
to go into Egypt to his ailifiance. ment, after^ they had waited a 
They had rou^t their way lon^ time in vain for Antossy'^ 
through feveral provinces in joining them (7}. 
dieir march thither ; Didlnt was ^ 


(7} /• XV. r. 10, 
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and to acquaint her with his ruccefs, he was furprifcd to find Mariam- 
all his careides anfwered with fighs and tears, and all other ne*i me- 
niarks of grief and difdain. His refentment rofe to fuch an lanchefy 
hei^t,' that it extorted from hjm the bittereft ^^proaches, ac- reception 
companied with fuch threatenings, as would have alarmed 
any woman but her. *But his love, which was no lefs violent, 

^'dRsUom fuffered thofe failles of anger to be long-lived ; till his 
mother and lifter, tired and affrighted to fee him ftill floating 
between thofe oppofice paiCons, found out a way to work her 
cffedltual ruin, by raifing the vilefl furmifes and calumnies 
againft her unfpotted chara£fer* 

In the mean time, Auguftm palling through Syria in hxsHitmag- 
way to Egypt ^ Herein who went to meet him as far as Fto- nificent re^ 
lemaisj entertained him and his army with incredible magni- ceptien of 
licence ; and, befides a prefent chat he made to him of eight Auguftus. 
hundred talents, took care to furnilh his army with bread, 
wine, and other provifions, as they marched through fome 
barren deferts, where they might have been otherwife in dan- 
ger of wanting even bread and water. He accompanied him 
as far as Pehijtum \ and that emperor was fo charmed with his 
politenels and generolity, that he made him ride by his fide, 
whenever ha went to review his troops, or upon any diver- 
lion. He gave him the fame magnificent reception upon his 
return from Egypt ^ as he palTed through Syria ; in recompence 
iX which, Auguftus made him a prelent of the four tboufand *rhe empe^ 
Gauls^ which had ferved as life-guards to Cleopatra i and rc- rors re- 
laxed to him the territories and revenues of Jer icho^ Gadata^ quital to 
Nippon^ and Samatia, in the inlands; and thofe of Gaza f him, 
Anthedon^ Joppa ^ and the tower of Straton^ on the fea-fide 5 Vear of 
which made a confiderable enlargement both to his kingdom the flood 
and revenues^ But, upon his return to Jerufakniy he re- 2319. 
lapfed into hrs former difeontent and jealoufies, on account 
of his beloved queen, whofe averfion from him daily increafed ; ^ 9 - 

infomuch that Ihe came at laft to treat him with fuch con- 
tempt, and accompanied it with fuch bitter refledhons, as 
cafily convinced him, that Ihe had conceived an irreconcile-^®^^^^^* 
able hatred againft him. She gave him a mortifying luftance*^^^'^ 
of it foon after, and luch an one as hafiened her death, by 
giving her enemies an opporunity of taking the blackeft means 
tor pulhing bis fury againft her to the higheft pitch, even * 
to the condemning her to death. Wo lhall give Che account 
of ic^in the note (M). 

He 


^ (M) Herody who had, by this 
time^ floati^ sear a year be- 
tween the moft violent afle^ion 
an^|efentmcm, had withdrawn 


himfelf into liii chamber, to reft 
himfelf during the heat of the 
day : he fesc for her, and, in 
the kiiideft manner, invited her 
£e a 10 
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Tried and He Ordered, accordingly, that excellent princefs to^be 
condemned publicly tried ; and, having packed a fet of judges of his 
to die. own creatures, he himfelf carried on the profecution with 
fueh violence, that they eafily underftood they muft condemn 
her death, though they all hoped and beggea, that he would 
not precipitate their fentence, but confine her to fome caftle^ 
till he had more maturely confulted with his own heart. Bur* 
Salomey who knew how apt her brother was to relapfe, and 
fearing fome difeovery might come out of her treachery to 
her, if her to death Ihould be delayed, at length obtained an 
order from him for her execution, under pretence that the 
nation would rife in arms for her, if he fufFered her to live 
any longer. 

Mariamne received the fatal fummons with an heroic cou- 


rage, becoming her exalted virtue and quality, and marched 
to the place of execution with incredible ferenity, till an acci- 
dent befel her, which put her conftancy to the fevereft trial. 
Alexan- Her mother, the turbulent intriguing Alexandra^ who cx- 
draV^^y^-pefied nothing but to follow her in a mort time, could think 
nefstoher.on no better expedient to avert the impending ftorm, than by 
trying to ingratiate herfelf to Herod^ by infulting her unfor- 
tunate daughter all the way ihe was led to the fatal place ; 
and, not contented to load her with the bittcreft reproaches 
for her ingratitude and faitbleflhefs to the beft of huftands^ 
fhe made feveral offers to ftnke her, and to pull her by the 


to lie down by him \ but ihe, 
inilead of complying with this 
lall requeff, returned his careiTes 
with invincible Ccorn, upbraided 
him with *all the ocher wrongs 
he had done to her ind her fa- 
mily, and particularly the death 
of her father and brotJier ; which 
fo exafperated ^at fierce mon- 
arch, that he was on the point 
of killing her with his own 
hands. Salome did not let this 
opportunity flip, of putting her 
heilifli engines at work againff 
that unfortunate j^rinceff * the 
had corrupted the kiog^s cup- 
bearer beforehand, to be ready 
en the firft call with one of the 
hlackeft accufations againff her $ 
and now ihe font him to Herod, 
with a poifoned cup in one hand, 
and a fum of money in the other, 
to acquaint him, t\axMariafm 


had bribed him with the one, to 
adminiiler the other to him. 
The rage this new accufation 
threw him in, made him order 
one of her favourite eunuchs and 
confidents to be put to the rack ; 
but all the CQnfeilion he could 
extort from him was, that he 
believed the cruel orders he had 
left with Sobemus, had exaipe- 
rated that princefs againft him. 
Herod, enraged that a perfon, in 
whom he repofed fo ^reat confi- 
dence, fhould dare, in fpite of 
his exprefs commands to the con- 
trary, to difclofe fo important a 
fecret, was eafily perfuaded* that 
there muft have been fome crimi- 
nal converfittion between thems 
and therefore ordexqd that 6- 
vourite to be put to imunediate 
deatbi 

>! 

hair» 
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hair, Mariamne bore all her pretended ref^ntment, without Hrr 
betraying any other change in her countenance, than an in- kr liha^ 
wara (hanne at (o bafe an artifice ; ^ which proved, however, ntiour. 
far from fucceeding, as the fcquel will ihew* <Mifriamne fub- 
mitted to her death with the fame conftancy and intrepidity Herdtath. 
as Che had lived and with her enued all the happinels of her 
tyrannic hufhand. 

Herad*^ rage being foon quenched with the blood of thatHerodV 
amiable princefs, his love broke out the more fiercely, and remorfe, 
filled him with fuch pungent remorfe, that his life became a 
burden to him. In vain he tried to divert his grief witii 
fcaftings, and other diverfions ; Mariamne was ftill uppermoft 
in his thoughts : he called aloud after* her, and fometimes 
would order thofe of his attendance to fetch her to him. A 
grievous peftilence, which happened foon after, and fwept Agriemm 
away multitudes of people of all ranks, added a freili load 
his mifery ; bccaufe it was univerfally looked upon as a juft 
j.udginent on him for all the blood he had flied, and efpecially 
chat of his injured queen. At firft he withdrew himfelf into 
fome of the neighbouring deferts, under pretence of hunting, 
but, really, to avoid the fight of men. At length, being 
feized with a violent diftemper in his bowels, he returned to 
Samariay where his phyficians tried m vain to give him fome 
eafe j their medicines did but increafe his pain, through his„;,^^ 
wilfulnefs, and irregular living. His conftitution did, how-rrf««. 
•ever, get the better of his difeafe, but never could of his 
four and brutilh humour, to which he abandoned himfelf 
more and more, as he recovered his health and ftrength. He 
grew, at length, to fuch an height of cruelty, that he fpared 
neither friend nor foe in bis fits of rage ; and went on facri- 
ficing numbers of his relations and belt tnends to hb palSon, 
even to the day of his death. 

AUxandra^ the bafe and unnatural mother of the virtuous Alexandra 
Mariamnty was one of the very firft that fell a vi^im to his intriguti 
rage after her iniured daughter. The hopes of HtraAs death, 
while hi lay fick at Samaria^ had made her fet her wits 
work to corrupt the governors of the two principal fortrefles 
of Jttdaa, the one called Antaniot near the temple, and the 
other in the city of JarufaUmt to deliver them up into her 
ha^s (N), together with Harad’a children, pretending there- 
‘ ' by 

, , “ Antiq. c. ti. 


2320. 

Bef.Chr. 

28. 


"(N) Thefo two fertrefin were 
juftty looked upon as the two 
main keys of the kingdom, the 
one cOeuipuKti^ the temple, and 
the dtto Ae city j fo that it was 

.i 


of the ntmoft COaleqaence to the 
candidates fist the crown to be 
matters of them, or, at leaft, of 
ftte firft of them : Ar the jfsws 
had filch an invincible attach 
Ee 3 nent ' 
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by to fecure the kingdom for his Tons by Mariamm^ in cafe of 
their father’s death. But her reftlefs and intriguing geniusc 
was fo well known to thofe governors, that, inftead of coin- 
plying with her requeft, they informed the king of it, who 
And is put ieht orders back to have her immediately put to d^th j wbicl^ 
to death, was accordingly done without further tryal. The next was 
his bvothcr-in-law Cojlobares^ who was an Idumean^ and bad 
married Salome after Herod had put her firft hufband to death,' 
as we have related above. This man, whom Herod had raifed 
from an inferior rank (O) to the government of Idumea^ had 
juftly incurred his difpieafure, by endeavouring to make him- 
felf and that province independent on him, and applying 
to Cleopettra for ailiftance. Herod would have put him to im* 
Salome mediate death, had not Salome interpofed ; but flie being fince 
divorces fallen out with, and willing to get rid of him, hrft fent him 
her httf- a bill of divorce ; and, to juftify that unlawful adlion to her 
band. brother (P), told him that fhc had difeovered a treafonable 
Year of defign, which was carried on by her hulband, in conjunction 
the flood with Lyfimachus^ Dojiiheus^ and Antipater ; and, as a proof 
2322. of it, told him, that he privately kept the fons of Babas ( Q^) 
Bef. Chr. under his protection, contrary to his exprefs commands i all 
26. 

ment to the worihip of the tern- but not the wife the huiband 
pic, that there was fcarcc any (9). However, Salome^ relying 
thing, even life itfelf, which on her brother's friendfhip, an? 
they would not facrifice to the her own politic head, aflixmed 
liberty of coining to that facred that prerogative ; which no Jenu^ 
place at all proper times and fo^ ijh woman, that we know 0^ had 
iemnities. eirer done before. 

(O) He was defeended from (QJ Thefe had been great 

the antient prieft of Chofe^ a fticklers for the Ajmonean race, 
deity of the IdumeanSf be^re and, at the fiege of Jeru/alem^ 
they were forced by Hyrean 1 . ftrenaoully oppofed the opening 
to embrace the JewiJh religion, of the ^tes to Herod ; for which 
This deity is not unrightly fup- that prince, upon his taking of 
pofed to be then Tin, or/r/r, the city, had given charge to 
prophet or lawgiver of the He^ Cofiobares to fecure them \ but 
brenm (7) : for, if we may be- he had let them efaqxe, and had 
\wrz Epiphanius (8), both the excufed the matter to whp, 
Jdumeans, and Arabs of Arabia finding now, that he had feyt 
Pitnea, worfliiped^ nnd th^ into an afylum, and main- 

paid divine honours to his itae. tained them there, put him, and 

(P) According to xlktMofaic as many of them as he could find, 
hw, the hufbands alone were todeadi. 

permitted to divorce their wives, 

(7) Calmt. btft. Vet. Tefi. fub A.M.vyiO. (8) HareL 55# f9) 

Peut. a^iVt I, & aux. 3, & fiy. Mirk x. 2, w J*f* Metmon. dt 

refuA. 
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which Her&d having found true, he ordered every one ofCoHoba*^ 
them to be put to death ^ res, £3*f. 

Herod^ having by this time rid himfclf of the Afmmeanput to 
race, ahd of thar moft confiderable partifans, began now to death. 
fhew a greater difregard to the JewiJh religion, than he had 
hitherto ventured to do, by aboliihing feveral of its ceremo- 
nies, and introducing feme foreign cufbms, which were for- 
bidden by it. He began with building a ftately theatre in the Herod itt- 
citv, and a fpacious amphitheatre in us fuburbs ; and QvdwiJ* educes 
punlic games to be celebrated in them every fifth year, in ho- ^etitbenijh 
nour of Auguftu 5 \ and, to draw the greater concourfe 
them, he caufed them to be proclaimed, not only in the 
neighbouring provinces, but in the mefi diftant kingdoms ; 
and\>romifea magnificent prizes to thofe who ihould gain the 
vidlorjr. Befides great numbers of the moft expert muiicians, 
players, courfers, gladiators, Csfr. which he had fent for thi- 
ther, he caufed alfo fome of the fierceft wild beads to be 
brought, and fought upon the ftage ; all which did not a little ^ated for ^ 
dlfpleafe the zealous fevjs^ who thought it unlawful and in- h 
human to expofe men to the fury of wild beafts. But what Jevvs. 
exafperated them moft, were the trophies with which be had 
caufed thofe fumpeuous places to be adoincd, and which they, 
mifiaking tor ftatues, thought contrary to their law f which 
forbids all kind of imagery, whether carved, or even painted. 

They therefore cried out againft him, that he had profaned 
their city, and that they would never tamely bear fuch idola- 
trous monuments to he fet up m it. Herod tried In vain to Year of 
undeceive them by fair fpeeches ; he was forced at length to the flood 
lead fome of the principal of them to the place, and to order 2323. 
the armour of the trophies to be taken down, and therebv to tihr. 
convince them, that there was nothing under them but bare ^ 5 * 
pofts. This dqmonftration did indeed fatisfy them as to this 
point, and turned their outcries into laughter ; but the gene- 
rality of the nation retained fuch an averfiop againft him, 
upon account of his other heathenifh novelties, that they 
looked no longer upon him as a JewiJh king^ but as an heathen, 
and a tyrant. 

Ten of the boldeft of them took it at hft into their heads, Confphed 
to enter the theatre with da^ers hid under their cloaths, and againft. 
either to ftah the king, or of hV te^inue 3 not doubting 
but even their perilhing in the attempt would render the ty- 
rant ftill more odious. They were not miSalceQ : for. He- Renews 
rod being informed of tl)eir de^a by one qf his fpies, and horrid 
caufing the aflaffins to be put tqa aioft.ea<Qruciating death, 
the people were fo exalperated againft the inforfner, that they 

^ Amiq. 1 . XV. c. 11. 

£ e 4 cut 
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cut and tore him to pieces, and caft his flefli td the doa. 
Herod tried in vain to difcover the authors of this afiront : lie 
vras at laft forced to order fome women to be put to the rack, 
and to extort from them the names of the principal of them, 
whom he caufed likewife to be hurried to death, together with 
their innocent families. This laft afl of cruelty drove the 
Jeivs into fuch defperate hatred againft him, that be expelled 
Satnnria nothing Icfs than a general revolt to prevent which, he fet 
rebuilt, about fortifying Jerufalem^ rebuilding Samaria (R), and ga- 
Ycar of iifoning fcveral other fbrtrcfies in "^udtea^ whofe fttuation was 
the flood moft likely to keep the country in awe p, and whofe names 
the reader may find at the end of the laft note. 

JBef. Chr. About the fame time, which was the thirteenth year of 
^3- his reign, Judaa was vilited with a grievous drought, which 
brought on a famine, and ended in a raging peftilcnce \ of 
Judaea •vt- great multitudes daily died, for want of proper help 
fami^and^^^ fuftenancc. Herod j whofe treafury was exhaufteill by 

peJliUncei p ^v. c. ii. 


(R) We took notice, in a for- 
mer {e£tion, that this city, which 
had been deftroyed by Hyreau, 
had been in part rebuilt by Ga» 
binius governor of Syria^ and 
called, from him, Gabiniana i 
but, he being (oon after turned 
out, it advanced no higher than 
a good large village. Herody 
therefore, chofe to flnifti that 
work, and to reftore that place 
to Its prifline fplendor ; becaufe, 
being but one day s journey, or 
thirty-five miles, dillant Uomje- 
rufalm^ he could eafily make it 
a place of retreat, in cafe of ne- 
ceifity. 

He adorned it with magnifi- 
cent buildings, fortified it with 
ualls and towers, and invited fix 
thoufand foreigners to come and 
lettie there, whe,^ finding the foil 
very fertile, became vc/y rich in 
a ihorc time. He gave it the 
name of Sebafio^ which fignifies 
the fame in Greeks as Aiqy^us 
in Latin, 

The other places, which he 
f ij jO/fZ/y, /. XV. c. II. 


fortified and garifoned, were, the 
tower of Straton^ which he call- 
ed Cajarea» in honouf to the 
emperor ; and made it ib ftrong, 
that it feemed to command the 
whole country. He built Hirer 
wife another flrong fortrefs in 
the midft ofa plain, and put into 
it a ganfon of horfe. A third 
he built in Galilee^ named Gaba- 
la ; and a fourth in Eftlmonitts^ 
in Ferea ; all which, being alfo 
well ganfoned and flored with 
arms and provifions, were a great 
check to the whole kingdom ( i )• 
But be bellowed the moft coft 
on his new Sebafte^ to which he 
allowed a dreuit of twenty ftades, 
or two miles and an half. In the 
centre of it was a fpacioos li|uare 
of about a ftade and an half, and 
in the middle a ftately temple, in 
a word, he fpared no coft to ren- 
der it oneof the richefi and moft 
beautiful dtks of hjs realm, and 
loek^ upon ili as his fitvourite 
mmAerpie^ (2).. 


(t) Aniiy.U xv. f, 13. 

bai!d:ng 
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building fo many cities and fortreflesy and whofe finances were 
reduced to the loweft ebb, through the famine^and death of 
his fubjeAs, was forced to melt down all his plate, and to fend 
it down into Egypt^ to procure a freflr fupply of provifions, 
in order to ftop the mouths of the people, who, as is ufual in 
fuch calamities, threw all the odium ut them upon him. The 
drought having Itkewife killed fuch quantities of their cattle, andmsr^ 
that they had not wool fufficient left to cloathe themfelves 0/ 
againft tne approaching winter, he took care alfo to procure 
a fufficient fupply oi it betimes ; and PitroniuSy the Roman 
prefed then in Egypt^ notwithfianding the multitudes of peo- 
ple who applied to him from other provinces for the fame 
things, fo far befriended him, as to fend him a fufficient 
quantity of them ; which Herod caufed to be immediately ReKeved 
diftnbuted among his fubjeds, but to the preferably to^^HerodV 
any of the reft. This gencrofity did, for the prefent, change 
th^ hatred into admiration ; and his praifes were, for a while, 
the main fubjed of their difbourfe : but as he foon relapfed 
into his cruel and favage humour, their love was as foon turned 
into hatred again, which continued to his death. However, 
his prudent liberality having ftored the country with plenty of 
corn, |uid the long drought being fucceeded by more refrefhing 
feafons, they began to cultivate their lands again, and found 
them, to their great comfort, reftored to their former fecun- 
dity 

* As foon as the land had lecovered itfelf from the late ca- Tbefiately 
lamity, Herod went on with his building (S) ; particularly n/ 
his (lately palace near the temple of Jerufalem^ in which the Jerufalem 
g^, marble, cedar, and other precious materials, feemed to imltn 
oo^ic one another. There were in it, among other apart- 
ments, two magnificent ones, to the one of which he gave 

s Antiq. 1 . xv. c. la. 

(S) Amongft them, that of C<r- at an immenfe labour and charge, 
farea^ mentioned in the lall note, and made it one of the mod 
Was the mod magnificent next to convenient havens on that coad. 

Sehafte. He faedowed twelve He beautified alfo the place with 
years in the finifhing and adorn- dately buildings. The reader 
ing k. It dood on the coads of may fee, in Joftphus (3), a full 
PMnir«V^,and was very conveiuent account of t^is immenie work, 
ibrliSMie; but bad, till then, a and of many others, in other 
Tery dangerous harbour, fo that places, eredted by that prince i 
no (hips could be iafe in it, when whscb, joined to hit profufe mu- 
the wind watat foutfa-weft. He- nificence, jnftly gained hint the 
rod remedied this inconvenieiicy, forname of Great, 


(3) 4 xv« J3« 


the . 
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tlie name cf Augujlus^ and to the other that of Agrippa* At 
the fame time he was not unmindful to ingratiate hiih^lf with 
the emperor, by more fubftantial fervices than building of 
places to his honour; for, Gelltus having been lent with 
Hcrod’j an army to attempt the conqueft of Arabia^ Herod failed not 
gratitude to fend him very confiderable fuccours, and, amongft the reft, 
to Auguf. five hundred of the ftouteft of his guards : and, though that 
tu5. enterprize proved unfuccefsful to the Romans^ in a country 
where the air, water, and aliments, were as contrary to them 
as the temper of the people yet Herod's ailiftance proved fo 
ufeful and fcafonable to them, that Cafar could not choofe 
being highly pleafed with it 

Marries a 1'his very year alfo he married another Mbrtamne^ who 
fecendMA* vrss the daughter of a Jewifli prieft of Alexandria^ named 
riamne. ^imon^ the fon of Boethus^ and a woman of extraordinary 
beauty. To raife her father up to a condition fit for fu^h an 
alliance, he placed him upon the pontifical chair, after hav- 
ing dirpoflefTcd Jefus the fon of Phabaus of that d^nity. 
Palace of Soon after thofe nuptials, he went and built the magnificent 
Herodion palace of Herodion^ on the place where he had formerly de- 
hiilt. feated the Antigontans. The fituation of it was fo inviting 

a , that the Jewt^ and other people, gladjy came and 
t round it ; fo that from a palace it foon became a con- 
iiderable city ‘ (U). 

By this time Herod feemed to be at the height of all his 
withes : his being in fuch high efteem with Augi^Jius^ made 

* De hoc bcH. vide Strab. I. xvi. * Antiq. ubi fupra, & 
bell. Judaic. 1. i. c. i6. < Antiq. ubi fupra, & 1. xviixA 7» 

Bell. Jud. 1. i. c. 1 1. & i6. Vide & Plin. 1. v. c. 14. ^ 

(T) This (lately building flood were not adorned, as the reft 
on a pleafant hill, about feven were, with temples, and other 
miles from Jerufalem ; and had buildings, with (latues, and other 
the profpeA, as well as com* carvings, which he knew the 
mand, cS the country round Jews would never have borqe 
about. The gradual dedivity of with any patience ; but, as for 
It was no lefi beautiful. The thofe which he built out of it, 
reader may fee it deferibed, as he gave himfelf all the fcoM, 
well as the city, by the authors which either his pride, or dcure 
quoted above. oC pleafing the Romans^ cotlld in- 

{U) In a word, he i^red np fpire him with ; for alV whfeh 
coft to leave every-where fome he had a falvo ready,' namely, 
mpimments of his unmeafured that he did in all this only obey, 
magnificence, as well in Juiiea^ and even much agamft his wflF, 
as out of it but, with this dif- the orders of the emperor, Who 
ference, that thofe in Judaa had a right to command him (4}. 

(4) & beU. Jud, uh> 


him 
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hirp either loved or feared by his fubjeAs and neighbours ; 
and therefore^ that he might cultivate that prince’s favour fiill 
more, he fent his two favouritje Tons, whom he had by Ma-KtnA 
rianmey and who were grown up by this time, to be fends bh 
eated under his eye. PoIUoy his intimate friend, was ordered fins 
to provide a fbtely houfe at Rome ^ but the emperor took that^^ Rome, 
care off hk hands, and affigned them apartments in his own 
palace : and fo well pleafed was he with the confidence which 
their father put in him, that he gave him full power to name Year of 
which of them he pleafed to be his fucceffor. He likewife the Hood 
added feveral provinces to bis kingdom, whofe names, as 2327. 
well as the occafion of the gift, the reader will find in Chr. 

note " (W). 21. 

Augujius 

“ Antiq. I. xv. c. 13. 

( W) Thefe were the three peror, who had reafon to fufpeft, 
difiri^ts of Trachonitis^ Auranitis that he had made a gain by pro- 
or liurea^ and Batanea^ whicli testing a vermin which be ought 
were fituate between Lihanus and to have fupprefied, would not fo 
Perea, on the other fide Jordan much as hear him. 

(5). Agrippa being foon after fent 

They* were given to him on into Sytia, Jferod 'wtux, to meet 
this occafion : Zenodorus, tetrarch him at Mltylene \ and, foon after 
of a fmall toparchy, had farmed his return, Zenodorus, in hopes 
thofe from the then prefi- of meeting with better fuccefe 
dent of Syria, and fufFcred the withhim^lTirreduptheG^^/tr^ri 
inhabitants of it, who lived chief- to come and prefer fundry grie- 
]y in locks and caves^ to make vous complaints againft him. But 
cxcurfions into all the neighbour- he found the new governor too 
ing countries impuncly. A com- well rooted in HeroP% interefi Co 
plaint of this had been fent by hear any accuiation againft him ; 

Parro to Auguftus i upon which, on the contrary, he fent them 
orders were brought back to him, bound to Jeru/aienSf where He^ 
at any rate, to extirpate thofe rad, hoping to gain them by fair 
robbers ; and, for the more ef- ufage, ordered them to be fet at 
fedual doing of it, the emperor liberty, 
commanded him to take thofe Zenodorus, thus difappeinted 
three toparchies from Zenodorus, again, went and fold the terri- 
and to put them under ffe^ od, tory of Auranitis to the Arabs 
who, with his ufual fuccefs, foon for fifty talents ; fo that a war 
ferreted them out, and cleai'qd was like to have eafued be* 
the country of them. tween Herod an^ them, they be- 

Zemdorm^ however, went to ing deaf to all his ofiers for end- 
Kmet^ to eomplain of the in- ing the difpute in an amicable 
jufiice done him, in taking thofe way j when, Astguftm coming 
diftrid^ feom hixiii but the em- in a lucky time,^ Zenodorus tried 

(;) Be /|| my, lii, I, Jofepb. atitip /, xvji. f. 7. S, Bitronym. Q 
lot* Ihbr, td aU ^ 

hit 
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Auguf- Augujius ftopped not his kindnefs here ; but, looking upon 
m"j great the defperatc exit of Hered^^ accufers (mentioned in the laft 
favours t9 fioit) as a proof of his innocence and merit, appointed him 
him. his procurator in Syria^ and forbid bis governor there to un* 
dertake any thing without his knowiege and advice. At 
Herod ob* fame time Herod took this favourable opportunity to obtain a 
tains a tetrarchy for bis brother Phtroras^ that he might hVe accord- 
ing to his birth, and without depending upon his fucceflbr*a 
for hts favour after his death (X). In acknowlegement for all theie 
gifts, Herody having accompanied the emperor to the fea- 
port, built a fumptuous temple in honour of him, all of fine 
white marble, near the Paniuniy or place whence the Jordan 
has its origin I'he vaft number of edifices he built, and 
adorned with carvings, and other imagery, which the Jews 
looked upon as deflruiSlive of religion and good manners. To 
exafperated them againft him, that he was forced to remit 
them a third part of their yearly tribute. His pretence indeed 
was, that the laft grievous dearth, which had gteatly impo- 
veriftied the land, required this largefs from him $ but, at the 
bottom, it was the murmurs and private meetings of the 
people, which were now more frequent than ever, that eic- 
torted it from him, in hopes that it would, in fome^meafure. 
Prohibits the fournefs of their fpirits. However, to letithemfee, 
all affcm- that he was neither infenfible of their mutinous cabals, nor 
blus. afraid to put a ftop to them, he ilTued out an edi£^, exprefly 
forbidding all public and private alTemblies, whether oif ac- 
count of feafts, or any other pretence, under the fevereft 
penalties. But, as he not only had bis fpies every-where, 


Forced to 
footh the 
Jews. 


De hoc vide fupra, vol. ii. p. 429 , Sc feq. 


his fortune once more, by bring' 
ingafrelh deputation frpm the 
Gadarenes with him to Antioch^ 
there to renew their complaints 
againfl Herody and to accufe him 
^of oppreffion, tyranny, and other 
''fneh crimes : and Augujlus feem- 
ed to comply fo far with their 
requeft, that he fet a dsw for 
Herody who was there alfo, to 
make his defetice before them ; 
but, when he came to do it, (he 
ompercr betrayed fuch vifible^* 
vour and partiality towards him, 
that his accufers, fearmg to be 
delivered up to his reftiicment, 

(6) Vtde MOy. A av. c* 13. 


chofe to difpatch themfelves out 
of the world that very night; 
which they did, ibme by drown- 
ing, fome by hanging themfelves, 
and other luch defperate ways. 
Zenodorusy in particular, was fo 
terrified by>^ic, that he took a 
flrong d(^e of poiibn, which quite 
corre^ed his bowels, Bsod ended 
his life by the next morning ( 6 ). 

(X!) jofepbus does not here 
tell us where this tetrarchy was 
fituate ; but, by what we find 
in another place ( 7 ), it feemsuo 
have been beyond Jordan^ and ac 
fome difi^ace txovijeru/alefii. 

(7} JbtiL /. xvM. r. 5* 



44 ? 


C. XI. The B^ory of the Jews.' 

but failietifn«i$ mixed liimfelf among them in difguife, he 
quickly found (ill thefe precautions were like to prove to little 
purpofe to keep the people in obedience. This made him Hu exB- 
^ Iwthink himfelf of exa£iing an oath of fidelity from them \Gionof an 
but tliis new impofition was fo ftrenuoufly refufed by IPollio^ oatb op- 
of HilMf and Shammai^ at the head of the whole fe£l of 
fenians, and by all the chiefs of the pharifees, that ho wasT^^ 
forced to fet it afide, without venturing to Ihew any relent- 
ment againft thofe that had oppofed him in it, for fear of ex- 
afperating the whole nation againft him 

He fell, foon after, upon a much better expedient to quiet 
them, and, at the fame time, to fatisfy his invincible defire of 
eternizing his memory, by the number and magnificence of 
his buildings. The great attachment which they had for ihmPropofit 
temple, made him conceive the hopes, that his rebuilding itf^^ 
in a more ftately manner, would not fail to recommend him,^'''^i‘ 
not only to the prefent but alfo to pofterity. The dif- 

ficultywas, to convince them of his being both willing and 
able to rear fuch a coftly edifice, after he had pulled down the 
old one ; and this he did in a fet fpeech, which he made to His J^aeV 
their aflbmbly, wherein, with his uAial eloquence, he failed «/• 
not tod?fpW*his zeal for the glory of God, and for 
promoting or his religion. Among other things, he reminded 
them how vaftly inferior that facred place now was, to that 
whi^h had been formerly built by Solomon (Y); but this, he 
told them, was rather to be imputed to the want of ability 
in thofe that returned from Babylon^ than to their want of 
zeal : but, now that God was pleafed, not only to raife him 
totho jewijh throne, but to blefs him with peace and alBu- 
ence, and with the frlendlhip of the Rosnans^ he thought 
himfelf bound to make fome fingular acknowlegement to 
him for all thefe blefiings ; and hoped, that the rebuilding of 
his temple, in the manner he propofed, could not but be ac- 

» Antiq. 1. XV, c. ij. 

'1 iy) Jo/ephus m2k^% him {oLy be no miflake crept into the text* 
here (8), that the prefent temple both Horod^ and the JewiJh hifio- 
was lower by fixty citbits than nans, maft probably fpealc o# 
that of Solomon ; which cannot fome of the galleries, which * 
be onderilood of the holy place,’ might be fo mu^h higher in the 
which, we arecold (9}, was but firit than in the fecond temple, 
thirty cobics high ; whereas that Tlw reader may recur to what 
built after the captivity was, hy wc have (kid on the fuhjed at the. 

Cyrrn^i own grant, fixty caUcs beginning of this (a), and in the 
high (i). If^ therefore, there appendix to the firfi volume. 

(8) Atitip uht fitfro, f. 14. (9) 1 Xttiz* (i) Snra vi. 3. (t) S^o 

itfiro, p, 189, QTAf. «/. iy.p. 95, (SI feg. I91, 

cept^blo 
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cepbbleboA tohim thsmz^iHiVKteiKiiidtll^liw 
OHich hefitating at the difficulty, length, ;|od eii^e^valieH 
W fn- of fucha work, be was forced to engage not to move aAMjfl 
•"/• *• frrai the old edifice, till he had prepared ail the materfimjH 
, foe new. As Aion as he had gaimKl their confeilt (Z), MaH 
immediately ten fooufand artificers to work, under 
teAion of a thoufand priefis, foe heft ftdlled in carving, foth 
Be^Chr. whom he kept under hh pay. One thouiS^ 

20. * carts were likewife employed in fetching of all foe materiafi^ 
and, in a word, fuch a number of hands was engaged, and 
fucfa expedition ufed, that he got every thing ready within the 
fpace of two years : after which they fet about pulling down 
the old building, and, with the fame difpatch, rearing the 
lttiU‘MW one ; fo that the holy place, or temple, properly fo 
called, was findhed in a year and an halfs time ; during which, 
td iMtb we are told r, it never rained in the day-time, but only in 
•wondrctu the night. The remainder took up a little ^ve eight years % ■ 
find md by which time it was, if not wholly finifhed (A), yet jnafto| 
magmfi. 

»»«* y Amiq. 1 . XV. C. ult. 

(Z) This alTembly feems to foundation, and with ^he fame 
have been held about the time materials, as far as they could go. 
of the Eafter folemnity, when The very Jews themfelves 
there was the greateft concourfe looked upom it as the feepa^! 
of the Jews at Jerufalem ; for temple, and that whidi was 
Jofephus fays it was in the eight- exceed that of Solomon in glory^ 
eench year of Heroics reign ; by the prefence of the Mefliah, 
that is, as the learned UJher ob- according to the prophecy of 
ftrves, reckoniog from the death Haggat ; but, as we cannot in- 
(3), which happened large on this fubjefl, we ih^{l 
not till about the midfummer af- refer the curious reader to 
ter his imprifonment ; according elaborate preface of Confianll^ 
to which, reckoning the nine- tEmferim^^ prefixed to his com** 
teenth year of Herod not b^n- meat on the book of Mtddeik, 
aing till the nineteenth year be- where he will find that point dif* 
fote Chrift, the firft fix months cufied to his fatisfa£lion (5). 
muff have belonged to the eight- (A) Jofephus fiiews us, in 
estith year of his reign, wUifdi other place (6), that the whtJir] 
Isrifigs it to the paiTover feaft was fiill continued till tho b^ifll* 
nibove-mentioned (4). We muft niog of the Jewifi wat uimer 
not, however, ^ook upon this GelUsss PbruSf when eighteen 
building as a new templi . and di* thoufand workmen being dif- 
ilinftfroffl that of Zerubhabelt^^ mified, and like to be idle, the 
that was from that of Solomon, Jews, unwilling their treaTure 
but rather as the fame rebuilt, in- fhould be laid up to become a 
]argcd,suuladorned, npon^eold pr^ to the /SMvmu, petitioned 

(3) A* Adf* 39*7. (4) Vide PnJ, eofmdhtoh A, C, 19. {5) JW. 

tr Calmet J uovocm TttrpUg Pnd* ubtfitpre, &(* {V ^ tdt L is* (, 9* 

, . '*'* the 
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fit for dtHrue fervice^ U> the king’s iirft defign. The ttax of 

temple* properly fo called^ of holy place* was but fixty cu- die flood 
i>%ts faigbf and as many in breadth $ but in tbe front he added 33$i. 
|two wtngs* or fhoulders, which projeded twenty cubits more^ef. Chr. 
'bn each fide ; which made.n Jront of one hundred and twenty *7* 
cubits in length, and as m»ny in height, with a gate ferchty 
cubits high, and twenty in breadth, but opert,^ and Without 
any doors The ftones were white marble, t^^ntj^-five^rf ^ 
Cubits in length, twelve in height, and nine in breadth, air 
wrought and polilhed with exquifite beauty ; the whole re« 
fcmblmg a flately palace, whofe middle being confiderably 
raifed above the extremities of each face, mad^e it afford a 
beautiful vifta, at a great defiance, to thofe that came to that 
metropolis (B)« Inftead 6f doors, the gates clofcd with very 
coftly veils, enriched With variety of flowering of gold, filver, 
purple, and every thing that was rich and curious ; and oti 
each fide of the gates were planted two ftatcly columns, from 
whofe cornices hung golden feftoons, and vines, with their 
clufters of grapes, leaves, (sfc. curioufly wrought. As for 
the galleries that furrounded this facred place, the porticoes, 
towers, courts, and other embelliihments of it, we do not 
defign tr^fwoll this fe(^ion with them, but give a (hort /ketch 
of them Ml the note (C) ; and refer our readers for a fuller 
^ # account 

• * Bell Judaic. 1 vi c 6 f 


the king f ^£ripfa) to build the 
eaflern porch, which inclofed the 
moft outward parts of the tem- 
ple \ but, the king having le- 
fufed their fuit, thofe men, for 
wane of work, began to raife 
thofe fcditions, which hailened 
the deiliudlion both of the city 
and temple ; fu that, ic is plain, 
fome part of that building had 
been flill carried on till this time. 

And hence that faying of the 
Jtwi to Chnfl, •• Forty and-fix 
yean hath this temple been 
hitherto a building for fp 
the text ought to be read, ac- 
cording to the import of the aonft 
there ufed by the evangehfl (7) ; 
and, indeed, fo long a time had 
clapfed from the beginning of the 


building to the firfl paflover after 
Chnft had entered into his miqi'* 
ftry, at which time the 
were objefling this to him (8). 

(B) This fuperilrudlure, which 
was probably reared on the old 
foundation, without fufHcient ad* 
ditions to it, proved, as Jofiphu 
tells us (9), too heavy for it|> and 
funk down about twenty cubits 1 
fo that i was reduced to the 
height of one hundred. A pro** 
je{t was fet on foot for ratfln^ it 
again to its former height^io 
Ntra\ time; Jput, upon fome 
account or other, it was fet 
afide. 

(C) We have already fpoken, 
in a former volume (1), of the 
foundations of this ilupcndous 


(7) 7 ^^ (^) fik A, Mf 398 7 . (9I Aittty. U XX. S. 

w- it, p, 94^ 
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account to^(^i&«ry^the Tabnud, and to tach other writers ' 
as have been at the pains of compiling their (aienl defc^io 
tions from them. 

f 

work, feme of whofe walls were both teen it, and deferibed it fooii 
raifed from the deep valley be- efier, if not before, its deflxa- 
neath, to the height of three Aion, when he might have b^ 
hundred cubits, and upwards; contradiAed by numben. Who 
and feme of the (tones of it forty had viewed it as well as he, is 
cubits long ; all failened to each certainly more to be credited 
other with lead and iron, to be than the T almudtjls, who Wrote 
proof a^ind time, wind, and fa long after, and when they 
weather. The platferm was a were fare there was none left to 
regular fquare of a ilade, or fur- gainfay them. From him, there- 
long, on each fide ; and, in that fore, we (hall endeavour to give 
delcription we gave of the fu- the bed and (horteft (ketch and 
perdtudlurc ( 2 ), we confined plan of that dacely work, which 
ourfelves to what the facred is as follows : 
wnteis had faid of it, with- Each front of this fquare, 
out introducing the vaft additions which, ns we hinted above, was 
that had been made Once by He^ a furlong in length, had afpacious 
and his fuccedbrs gate or entrance, enriched with 

Since then we have two ac- iuitable ornanie*'rs ; but that on 
counts of Herod\ temple, the one the wed had four gt tes, the on0 
written by Jofephus (3), who of which led to the palp ce, the 
had been a curious viewer of it, next to th( city, and the two 
the other by Jebudah Hakkodejb others to the fuburbs and fields. 
(4), the compiler of the Mtjf>nah^ This inclofure was lurrounded on 
above one hundred and eighty the outdde with a drong and 
years after its dedru^ion by the high wall of large dones, well 
Romans i from thefc the authors cemented; and on the infide had, 
quoted below (5) have rear- on each front, a llately piazza, 
ed each their feparate edifices, or gallery, fupported by columns 
diQiofed, beautified, and adorned of fuch a bignefs, that three men 
them more by the drength of could butjult embrace them, their 
their imagination, than by any circumference being about twen- 
fnperior knowlege they had of ty-feven feet. There were, in 
the authors they copi^ from ; all, one hundred and iixty-two 
tho% even with refpe^l to thefe,' of them, which fupported a €&> 
whoever confiders their fwollen dar cieling of excellent work- 
' dile, will be apt to look upon manfhip, and formed three gal- 
their accounts of that builtOng Series, the middlemod of which 
rather as panegyrics than hido-* was the larged and highed, iebe- 
rical defcriptions or it. How- ing forty-five feet in breadj^, and 
ever, if either is to be preferred one hatred in height ; where<> 
to the other, Jo/epbus^ who had as thofe on each lide wens but 

it) Append, to vol IV. p» 193, & ftq, {%) Antia, /. xx. r. 8. ^ hell Judak. 

I iv. 6. ^ niti, pe^ ( 4 ) Seph^ Mfddeth. (e) P5/Mpsnd^s* 

peU. VEwpttenr^ Grot^ to Clere, Lotnj^ nUenedt* , 

^ ^ . thirty ^ 
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WhUst the work of the templo was ireri^ing on withjiimd 
fiich furprtfog ciq;)eilition> as raifod fhe admiration of the^r/ u 

y thirty feet wide, atad fifty Ifi couple pf fptdoos (buare cham- 

bwi, in form of a pavilion, thirty 

The piazitas and court i^re cobits wide, and mty in height, 
paved with marble of various each fupp^ced by cojotnni of 
eojoars i and, at a fmall difiance twelve cubits in circumference^ 
fiem the galleries, was a fecoad This inclofure had likewiie a 
inclofure, furrouaded with a double flight of galleries on the 
fl^ht of beautiful marble rails, infide, fupporccd by a douUe 
wSb ftately columns at proper row of columns ; but the wefiera 
difiances, on which were engra- fide was only one continued wall, 
ven certain admonitions in Grggi without gates or galleries. The 
and Latiff, to forbid firangers, and women had likewife their parti- 
thole Jfws that were not puri- cular courts feparate from that of 
fied, to proceed fiirther under the tncn, and one of the gates on 
pain of death. This inclofure the north and fouth leading to it. 
had but one gate on the eafi fide. The altar of burnt'Otferings 
none on the weft s but on the was likewife high and fpacious, 
north and fouth it had three, being forty cubits in breadth, and 
placed at equal difiances from fifteen in height. The afeent 
each other. to it was, according to the Mo/atc 

A third furrounded taw (6), fmooth, and without 

the temple properly fo called, fieps ; and the altar, of unhewn 
hnd of burnt ofTerlngs ; fiones It was furrounded, at a 

find*made%what they called the convenient difiance, with a low 
court of th^^f ireiAJS, or I/raef^ wall or rail, which divided the 
iVrr. It was Iquare, like the court of the priefts from that of 
reft { but the wall, on the out- the lay Ifiaehtes ; fo that thefe 
fide, was furrounded by a flight laft were allowed to come thus 
of fourteen fteps, which hid a ht to bring their offerings and 
confiderable part of it ; and, on facrificcs; tho’none but thepriefts 
the top was a terrace of about were allowed to come withm that 
twelve cubits in breadth, which inclofure. The reader will more 
went quite round the whole cin- eafily underftand this defcription 
fture. The eaft fide had but by the plan here fubjoined, where 
one gate, the weft none, and the maybe feen all the particulars un- 
nortn and fouth four, at equal der each paragraph with proper 
diftances. Each gate was afeend- references, 
ed by five fteps more, before All that needs be added faere^ 
one could reach the level of the is, that Herod caufed a new de* 
inward court ; fb that the wall,* diedrion of the whole to be per* 
which inclofed it, appeared with- formed with the utmoft magui* 
iw*to be but twenty-five cubits ficence; and prefented to it many 
high, tho* confiderably higher on rich trophies of his former vifto* 
the outfide. On the infide of ries, after the cuftoth of Ae 
each of thofe gates were raifed if Jewi/^ monarchsCy). 


{$) Exod, me. i«, ah. 
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Year of yews^ Herod made a voyage to Romot to pay h!s compliments 
the flood to the emperor^ and a paternal vifit to his two fons (D). On 
2532. his arrival, Augujius received him with all the marks of 
Bef. Chr. ffiendfhip, entertained him ini the moll fumptuous manner, 
and delivered his fons to him. Herod could not but be highly 
to behold them fo greatly improved under the care of 
that emperor. He acknowleged the favour in terms, and by 
prefents, anfwerable to the high fenfe he had of the oblr||a** 
Brings <ion ; and, after a Ihort Hay, took the two princes back with 
back bis him into Judaa. Here they were received with the loudeft 
two fons. acclamations of the people, who could not forbear admiring 
their majeftic port and behaviour \ which, joined to the ex- 
cellent education they had received in Italy^ had rendered 
Marries* theou in all refpeds, truly accomplilhed princes. He mar- 
them. ried them fjon after to fuitable matches ; Alexander to G/tf- 
phyra the daughter of Archelaus king of Cappadocia^ and Ari^ 
Jlobulus to Berenice the daughter of his filler Salome *. 

Salome admiration and love which the people exprelled 

groxvs thefe two excellent princes, failed not to raife the envy 

jealous of ^nd jedoufy of the reftlefs Salome^ and of thofe of her ac- 
them. complices, who had forwarded the death of Mariamne^ as 
they had reafon more than enough to fear their avenging that 
princefs’s death. To prevent fo juft and fad a b'l'^aftrophe, 
they had lecaurfe to their vile a-tificcs, which had iL'xeeded fd 
llerhellifls^^^ againft that innocent prmcefs. They began wi jh fj^A^id- 
cahals ing reports abroad, that the two young princes coi^.J not en- 

rgatnft durc theii father, whom they looked upon as ftill reeking 

them, with the blood of their mother ; not doubting but, when 

Anciq. 1 . xvi. c. 2. 

(D) Perhaps, alfo, he chofe whereas, had they been onjy foIJ 
this time to be out of the hear- among their brethren, the fab- 
leg of fome of the murmurings, bade or the jubilee year would 
which the zealous fews raifed have put an end to it. Another 
againft a law which he had lately objection raifed againft that law, 
made to fiipprefs the frequent in- was, that thofe flaves wouldi in 
curflons and robberies which were all likelihood, be tempted to fpr- 
committed in Judaea (8). By fake the JewiJb religion, and 
this law, it feems, he condemned turn idolaters ; upon which ac- 
every man that found break- count, it was ftili more univpr- 
ing through the w^lls of any fall/ exclaimed againft. It is 
houfe, to be fold for a flaye into therefore likely, that Aro/, w)>9 
foreign countries ; and this had refolved at any rate to fiipprds 
l^ady diipleafed (he nation, be- thofe robbers, got out pf the 
caufe, contrary to that of Mofes, way, that he might mpt he ^ 
k made their ilavery perpetual s portuned to repeal it, 

Afitij, /. xvl. c. 
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the rumdur reached that jealout monarches ears^ it would in<« 
evitably render then) obnoxious to him, and haften iheir 
ruin* In the mean time Agrippa being come to Afta PiopeY^ AgHppaV 
Hemi went to invite him into Judaa j Where having fhewed>^/^j//ir 
him bis new-built cities of Sebajie^ Alexandrion^ Caftirea^ iiz^uceptisn 
he thence led him to Jerufatem 1 he people met them) at 
fome diftance from that metropolis^ in their feftival drefi, aiKl * of 
eondufted them} with loud acclanriations, into the city^ where 
his reception was fuitable to the magnificence of his hoft ( E). 

Herod j on his return to Jerufatem^ affembled the Jews^ 
and acquainted them with the fuccefs of his arms> and thofe 
of Agrippa i againft the Bofporam* He added, in order 
leffen their difcontent, that he remitted the nation a fourth pait™^^ 
of their tribute ; which made fome fatisfaflion for the late mur- [erufa- 
murings, which his law againft robberS} mentioned in the laft jem. 
note but one, had occafioned But, whilft things went Year of 
thus fmoothly on in his kingdom, his family Was plagued the flood 
with inteftine jirs, occafioned by the hatred which Salome 2334. 
bore to his two worthy fons. The truth is, they f| oke both Bcf. Chr* 
of her, and of her brother in fuch refenting terms, 14. 
as made them dread fomething worfc from them. They even 
ventured Y-'Y^'niplain fometimes of the injuftice done their 
mother, aiJ, in their behaviour, fliewed fo little tendertiefli of 
tow.ud£ t^ir father, that Salome found it an eafy matter to 

^ Antiq^. ^xvi. c. 2, & 3. Vide U Philo. *cgat, ad Cai.p. 1033. 

* Antiq. ibid. c. 5. 


(E) Agrippa^ having facrificed 
a whole hecatomb at the temple, 
was forced to depart fooner than 
he would otherwife have done, 
by reafon of the approaching 
winter s and Herod hded not to 
load him, and his retinue, with 
fttitaUe prefents, whilft the peo- 
ple accompanied him with ioud 
hnaaas, and ftrewed the way 
with flowers, and odoriferous 
herbs, where-cver he paflTed 1 in- 
fomach that that ptmee eveP 
after took a particular delight in 
exf^effing the pleafure of that 
journey, and extolling the mag- 
nifloenoe of the temple and royal 
palace, aud of the prieftly or* 
naments, the ftately buildings, 

( 9 ) Jottf. 


and gcnerofity of Herod. Philo 
adds, that he made the yrwo 
fome coniiderable prefents, and 
did every thing he could to 
oblige them, without hurting 
the interell of their king. On 
the fpring following Agrippa, 
failing with his fleet to ^tBofporus^ 
was agreeably furpriied with He* 
rotTo coming to meet him with 
another at Lefios, wherein he bftd 
broilght him fokne confidetable 
reintoitementsof men, arms, and 
proviflons s all which fo endear^ 
ed him to that prmce, that he 
never undertook any thing with* 
out his knowlege aim advice, ope 
fcarce any party pf pteafute with- 
out his company (9). 

I XTJ. c. t. 
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Herod alienate his a(Fe£lion from them. To fupprefs, in fome nwa- 
triist 9 fure^ the prefumption of the two brothers, Ar^icauM ^ 
tipater^ another of his Tons (F), whom he bad till then edu« 
thtirrafi-ciXfA in a private manner, to be brought to court, where be 
heaped fuch^careires on him, as only rendered him more ob* 
ait fa* noxious to them, and them more indifcreet in their ipeeches 
7?^ A father, all which were ftill carried back to him, 

and very often aggravated $ whilft Antipater ^ wholly em- 
ployed to cultivate a good underftanding with him, was care- 
ful never to let a word flip even againft his two brothers, 
tho’ he had taken care to place fuch about him as Ihould do 
it more eflfedlually. 

Among many other marks of Heroic aiFeSion to this 
new favourite fon, he recalled his mother, whom he had re- 
pudiated to marry Mariamne^ and obtained of Agrippa the 
favour of his accompanying him to Rtme^ and of his being 
prefented by him to the emperor : fo that, by this time, every 
one began to look upon him as his father’s AiccefTor. AntU 
pater let out accordingly; but, to prevent his two rivals 
regaining their father’s favour during his abfence, he ceafed 
not, both by his letters and by his agents, to turn his heart 
againft them ; till at length he began to look them as 
enemies, and refolved to take them with him \v and 

to try them at Cafar*^ tribunal Augujlus being g^ie by that 
Herod time to AquiUia^ Herod came to him, and tli^re Wiffis Cwo 
eufes bit fons of high treafon, and required jufiice againft tl<.em in fuch 
two fins ftrong terms, as extorted a flood of tears from fnem ; after 
9/ high which Alexander pleaded his own and his brother’s cauie with 
treafon be- (\xz\i becoming modefty, as eafily convinced both the empe- 
fort Att- ror, and the audience, of their innocence. Augnftusy in a 
guflus. genteel manner, reproved Herod for his too rafli belief, and re- 
together ; but it was no tlikely this peace fhould 
the flood long-lived. Aerod was too jealous, his fons too indifcreet, 
enemies too cunning and indefatigable, not to give 
® caufc for frefh diflenfions. Herod himfclf laid the foundation 
for a new and dangerous one, by a fpeech which he made to 
Returns to Jtwiftt aflcmbly, upon his being returned with his fons to 
Jerufa- Jtrufalem ; for there, having acquauited them with bis fuccels 
lem. at Romey he declared to them, that it was indeed his intentron, 
that bis fons Ihould reign after him, and not till then ; Aniipa- 
ttr firft, and ^en Alexander y and laftly Artjlobulus (G) ; bdt 
0 that, 

0 Antiq. 1. xvi. c 6 , & 7 . 

(F) This lafl fon he had by an« (G) During hb flay it Mmty 
oAtr wifc, whom Jofipbus calls Auguflm had, it fccmsi not onh^ 
Doris [\)t and the (wrth book ronewed his former grant to ium, 
of Maccabees (a) Dofibta. of appointing any of hb fons to 

(i) Aniq* U xvi. (2) 4 JAaec* cog «//• bc 
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that, wbilft he livei)* He did not think fit to part with the reins 
of govei^menL This was inded caftmg a bone of difoord 
among faia fons, and fb it proved in the lequel 

By dib time the ci^ of Cafarta^ which had been twelve Caefarea 
^ years in buiIding^ being nntihed, Htroi caufed the dedication ofjmijhed, 
ft tOvbe performed with the greateft pomp and fplendor, and Vear of 
appomced games to be performed in it with the utmoft Iblemnity the flood 
every fifth vear. the emperor’s wife, or, zBth^JewtJh *33®* 

faiftorian always calls her, Lwia^ contributed towards the ^len- 
didnefi of thofe fports five hundr^ talents out of her owo cofier ; 
and Htrod entertained his guefts there, who were very con- 
fiderable, both in quality and number, with furprifing magni- 
ficence ^ \ infomuch that Juguftus (aid of him, That his foul 
was too great for his kingdom ; and that he deferved to have 
been king of all Syria and Egypt (H). 

Htred 

^ Aotiq. lib. xvi. c. 8. ^ Ibid. c. 9, k feq. 

be his fuccefTor, but had likewife tatxon to Auguftm^ and obtained 
given him the fiuthcr liberty of an eifedual redrefs from that em« 
dividing the kingdom amongll peror. The purport of his decree 
them m what proportion he in their favour, was as follows : 
ihould think ft. That they fhould be allowed 

He h'^j /*vewife granted him to live according to their laws, 

»onc half the revenue of the and with the fame privileges as 
mjpe *^/»sand had appointed they had enjoyed under the late 
him other half. Cafar and Hyrcani that their 

Several otll^r rich prefents were temple zijerufaim fhould foil 
alfo interchanged between thofe receive their yearly tribute to* 
two monarchs, which ihewed their wards the repairs and worlhip of 
great intimacy with each other( 3). it; that thejr^cui IhQuUnotbq 
(H) Beiides the city of Ceeja- obliged to appear at the cQurU 
which, by rcafon of its beau- of judicature on the eve of the 
ty, pleafant fltuation, and com* fabbath after the ninth hqjur (an* 
inodtous harbour, became in time fwering to three afternoon) nor 
the refldence of the Rgman pro- on the fabbath ; lafoy, that who* 
curators, he built alfo thofe of foever fhould lay hands either on 
Antipatris^ in honour of his fa* the tcmple-Mbute, or on any of 
ther ; of Cypron, in honour of the facred hooks of the '/mv, 
hlsmother, andP^^^v///, inho* fhould be puoifhed as faerde** 

Hour of his brother ; befides fe* gious, and all his goods bie con* 
veral other towers and cafoes of fifeat^ to the Homan common* 
prodigious flze and ftrengthf^). wealth. • 

On the next year, thejrwi of Thb decree ^ordered to be 
AJia and Cyrene^ having been fet up in a puli|e place at Ah<^ 
greatly oppreffcd by the Greeks^ cyra^ which had been dedicated 
dt^iafiy on accQimtof their re- by the whole peodeof^a to the 
ligion and cofioms, fejit ^ depu* honour of that monarch (5). 

<3) Anu^. /. tfu e g. ^4) IhU a. (5) UtJ, r. 10. 
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Hcro 4 </iA might have vie ved, with M fmail pleafure, both irfm- 

turhed felf and the whole JivSijb nation, rerpe£l^ and protofled by 
^tthfrejh^^ emperor and fenate on the one hand, and by bis friena 
Agrihpa on the other 5 but his domeftic jars, which daily in- 
created by the hellilh machinations of his brother and After, and 
the emptinefs of his cofters, which he had exhaufted by his pro- 
fufenefi in buildings and feafts, made him too wretch^ to tafte 
any plcafure in other things. To remove thefe two corroding 
fores, he betook himfelf to remedies more defperate than the 
Herod difeaft. To fupply his prefent neceflities, he caft his eyes on 
ihe tombs of David and Solmorty out of which he had heard, op 
David/ pretended to^have heard, that Hyrcan had formerly drawn fomo 
jepukre, Aims ; and thofe places, he thought, would prove a lafting 

fund for his extravagant expences. We (hall not repeat what 
we have obferved heretofore^ concerning this pretend^ theft of 
the Maccabitijh pontiff All we (hall add with refpedl to /£?- 
rod^ is, that he executed his defign with the utmoft privacy, 
and went to the place in the night, accompanied only with Ibme 
few conHdents, where, inftead of the coined gold and Alver he 
cxpefled, he found only feme quantity of rich veftels, curiouAy 
frighted wrought, which he caufed to be carried off! Not content with 
from pur^ thefe, hc ventured farther, to fcarch into the very coffins of the 
j*i^g it, dead monarchs ; but fbmc fudden damp, or as calls it, 

Year of a miraculous flame, which confunied two of his gilMs, haying 
the flood feared him and his retinue, put a flop to his fiirt/?**i^arcli. 

2539. Herod^ to make fomc fatisfaflion for his (acrikg^e. - ^ ' '^'flafcly 
Eef Chr monument of white marble to be cre£lcd at the entjffnce of the 
fepulcre ^ ; but this was looked upon by the Jewsy rather as a 
monument of his crime, than an expiation of it. 

His cruelty BuT his Cruelty to his (bns, anti their friends, rendered him 
to his Jons, ftjH more abhorred. His vile lifter (I) had raifed his jealoufy 

again^ 

S Vide fupra, p. 337,& feq. & (F). ** Antiq. lib. xvi. c. 1 1. 

King made much fuch wife Glaphyra, that nothing but 

another decree in their favour,and his forcing her from him could 
ordered, that whoever dole any fatisfy his unruly paflion. Alex- 
of the (acred treafure, or JenuiJh ander taking it for granted, went 
books, and took fanduary in any to his father, and, in the humblelt 
temple or afylum, ihould be tom planner, mixed with a flood of 
thence, and delivered up to the tears, expofliulated the matter with 
Jew, to be puniflicd hy them (6). hhn. Herod, furpnfed at fuch a 
(I; One of her helliih projects, black accufation, of which he * 
and which coll her dear, was to Was wholly innocent, fent for his 
getfberoras to tell young Alex^ brother, and afked him. How he 
ander, that the king was become could Jay fuch a black perfidy to 
fp defperately in loye with his his charge, 

(6) Anti^k /.xrlf e, lot 
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agatfiftdietn to fuchan height, that he a&ed more like a furious 
t^fraht,, than a father or king, filling the city with blood, and 
turning his own palace into a (Uughter-houfe. JUxanderh^^ 
been accufcd to him of having corrupted, by dint of prefents 2^i\i^andtotbm 
promifes, two of his favourite confidents, namely, his high/'W^-^* • 
ftewarcl and cup-bearer. Herod ordered them immediately to 
be put to the rackj whereupon they confefTed their having in- 
deed' received ibme prefents from that prince ; but denied bis 
having betrayed to them any ill defign againft the king. This ^ 
confeflion not fatisfying his jealoufy, they were tortured afreflr 
and again, till he had extorted enough from them to juftify his j 

fending his (bn to prifon, and loading him with irons. Here Alexin- 
the young prince being grown defperate, (cut his father four difi derV^^r- 
ferent confeflions, in which he owned all, and more than 
torture had extorted from the other two, and at the fame 
accufed Salome and Pheroras^ with two of the king’s prime mi- 
nifters and favourites, of being all alike concerned in the plot; 
and particularly, that Salome had even ventured to come to him 
in the dead of the night, and lying down by him, hadufed many 
cogent arguments to convince him, that they muft expeft nei- 
ther peace nor happinels, till they had rid themfelves of the 
tyrant *. 

Th I s /•*- /’''ation, which was only calculated to fet all on ^fe^ Rai/es 
had the defied effect 5 and the jealous king, not knowing blootfy 

to tBi*C \‘’X flew into the greateft excefles of cruelty. There/f^^-^* 
was CO be heard of but racks, impriibnmentsv and 

dreadful ex^jeutions abroad, whilft the tyrant was fo tormented 
with fears at home, that he often ftarted out of his bed, as if’ 
purfued fword in hand by his (bns and their accomplices. 7'hu$ 
it was hourly expedted when thefe fits of rage and dread would 
have run him mad, or haftened his Ion’s execution ; wheii 
^chelaus king of Cappadocia, and the father of Glapljyra came 
in a lucky minute, and, by his interpofition, fetiled a calm 
again, at leaft for a time (K). Pherorasy hearing of this re- 
conciliation, 

* Antiq. ib. c. 1 2. 


Theroras threw all the blame 
on his filler, and pretended fhe 
was the perfon who had whifpered 
the thing to him. Salome beiqg 
fent for, denied the whole with 
her ufual alfurance; but thekihg 
riding her guilt in her looks, iu 
^ite of her protellations to the 
Contfary, caufedher and her bro- 
ther to be banifhed the court, and 
highly ^commended his fen’s mo^ 


deration % but all this good under- 
handing was foon after dalhed by 
a more hellifli acculation, whicti 
they brought againh that young 
prince, and wfiidi we are' going 
to relate. ^ ; 

(K) This difereet. prince, who 
knew tjvc violence of Herodh lem^ 
per, beg^n at firfi with phying 
his fad condition, and condemn- 
ing the ihinatUral perfidy of his 
ff4 fon. 
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conciliatton, found no better expedient to obtain 
don^ than by coming in a mourning drefi, anc^ at bb ftet^ 
Herod r^-conieffing bimfelf the author of all the Handers ratfed i^inft 
€onctUdtQ the two princes. ^Hkrod^ thus reconciled to fab fons^ fet 
bis fins, out with them for Romiy to acquaint the emperor with tiiQ 
whole af&ir, after having accompanied Archelaus as for as An^ 
the flood flinch in his way homewards K He was indeed under an oMi- 
£ gation to go and clear his fon at the Roman court, becaufe he 
J 5 ct. CJir. fgconj foiling out, exhibited fevcral grievous 

complaints againfi him to the emperor. 
fiandtttz During this and his laft journey to Rmoy the bands of 
jffjgji J^, robbers, whom he had driven out of Trachonitisy having taken 
Ihclter in Arabia Potraay under the protedion of Obodas the 
king of It (L), had made fuch terrible inroads into Judaoy that 
Herody on his return, not being able to come at them there, 
put all their relations and friends to death he could lay his hands 
on s which made them more cruel and defperate than ever. By 
The rr«r//?this time the temple being finiihcd,as was hinted above, Herod^ 
dedicated, caufed the dedication of it to be performed with his ufual magni- 
ficence, and on the following fpring let about the fupprefling of 
the Tracbonitijh robbers. He began with a law-fuit againft 
Syllaus for fixty talents which he hid lent him ; and having 
gained his caufe before the prefers of Syria^ Satun>^4^znA Vo^ 
lumntusy Sylheusy inftead of paying the money, fli^^ away to 
Sanditti i whereupon Herod having got leave of thofe t^v 

defeated. himfelf by arms, matched into*;/*'^i> I ^ ^therc 

defeated the robbers, demolifhed their caftle, and ^turned to 
Herod oKtJirufalemy without taking any further revenge. But thb ex- 
of favour pedition was like to have cofi him dear, through the treach^ of 

^ Ibid. c. 13. 

foR,threatmngtotakefaisdaugh- Salome i but Herod refuflug to 
from him, and to leave him to give her to him, unlefs he turned 
fais father's juft refentment; but, fevf, nni Syllaus not daring to 
In the end, he had the addrefs, confent to jt, foe had been given 
by degrees, to explode all thefe to Alexaty one of Herod ^ confi- 
malicious accufations and extort- dents Hence arofe a mutual 
ed confefoons, and not only to hatred between them, which ^yl^ 
perfuadehim, thathisfon wasin- laus improved, by perfuadini; 
nocent of any deiign upon his Obodas to protect thole banditti, 
life or idngdomj,^ Duf* eVen to who accordingly afligned th^m 
nndee him turn interceflbr in his the fortrefs oiRefta for a place 

of retreat, from which they fol- 
fL) This prince had a favourite lied out, and committed innusne- 
minifier named SylUusy who had rable outrages and cruelties, both 
Ibmerly made hb addreSes tp in Ifalafine and in Coelejyria 

(7} Aott^* A xvi* «« II & 13, 

Syllaus, 



Syltam% who, opm tho firft hearing of it, went and com^wVi^Au* 
Idained to the emperor, and aggravated the wrongs done to theguftoa* 
Aratians to fuch a degree, that Augujlus font him a very (harp 
leproof, and would lave wholly caft him off, had not he been 
better infermed i(X)n after. Herod fent two embaifies to that 
prince, and neither of (hem had been alle to get an audience. 

At length he fent Ntcoks Damafan thither, who finding how 
prejudiced^ the emperor was againft his matter, bethought him- 
mf of an happy expedient to explode all the accufations of Syl* 
keus^y means of the embafladors of the NabatheanArabs^'^ithovit 
difeovering his errand, till they had cleared the way for him (M). 

Augujlus being now fatisfied of Herod* ^ innocence, and of 
own too great creduhqr, was thinking to have taken the 
batbean kingdom from Aretas^ and to have made him a pre- 
fent of it ; but whiltt he was deliberating about it, frefh com- 
plaints came to him from that unhappy monarch againft his 
ions, which diverted the emperor from purfuing his delign. 

For whiltt thefe things had been agitating, Salome and Phe^ 
roras had again filled HeroiTs head with new plots and aflafS- 
nations intended againft him by his Tons ; and though, upon in- 
quiry, nothing could be proved againft them, but a defign of 
retiring into iome other country, where they might peaceably 
outlive father’s tyranny; yef the jealpus king took all the Pre/ere 
reft for 1 anted upon this fingle evidence, and fent two of 
mi^i^fiAto Rome^ with ordeis, that, if they found the emperor/^^/^'^ 
r?ca!hvV*‘.*i h^m, theyfhould deliver his letter to him, and^^'V^*^ 
obtain jul^ce againft the two young princes. Augujhis having^^^* . 
read the letter, and finding Herod defperately bent upon the 
of his unfortunate fons^ fent immediately orders to have thern^”?®’ 
tried at Berytus^ before the governors of Syr/V,and other neigh- 
bouring provinces, and in particular before ^nd, '^^ba^ethem 

they were found guilty, he gave their father leave to 

(M) Thefe were come to de- of all that was laid to hischazge, 
mand juftice againft Syllavs^ who without betraying any other de- 
had by that time caufed fign than that of accufing^/4ri^/. 

to be poifoned, and was there fo- ^The thing fucceeded to his wiih» 
liciting the emperor for that king- and Damafien putting himfelf at 
dom; but the having the head of their embaffy, ma- 

fec up a king of their own, fent naged hi? accufation with fuch 
this embafty to Rome^ to have him addrefs, backing it with the fuf- 
conftrmed there, and to have^lbe frages of iiis Ifabathean collegues, 
aflaffin putnflied. that SylUujy who was then pre- 

' Damafien therefore having pri- fent, could not difprove one fingle 
vatcEly gained them, diref^ed them point | but was condemned to 
how to manage their audience in pnv Herodo debt, and then to 
fiich a manner, as to clear Herod lofc his head (8). 

(8) I ubi figrOf I3 Gf 4 aviS« fi 4* Strab» c* 16, 

them 
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Year of them as be fliould thirrk fit. ILrod convened them accordingly^ 
the flood except the Cappadmian king, whom he fufpefled of too great 
2342. partiality to his Tons ; and having left ,theie two unfortunate 
Bef. Chr. princes under a llrong guard at Platonij a fmall town of the 
Sidoniam^ under preteiKc that they might be cafily brought 
thence, if the judges did think it neceflaiy ; he pleaded his ow» 
^ ^ ^ caufc before an afl'embly of above five hundrrf peribns ; but 
violence and brutiih refentment, as rather raifed their 
rfm/ indignation againft, than pity for him. He fpared for neither 
evidence nor arguments to have them condemned to die, and 
concluded with telling them, that being a king, he might have 
done it by his own authority, according to the laws of judaa\ 
but that be rather chofe to have them tried before fuch an af^ 
fcmbly, to avoid the imputation of injuftice or cruelty. After 
a full hearing, Saturniuss who had been formerly conful, voted 
that they fhould be puniihed indeed, but not with death, and 
was feconded by his three Tons, who were then his lieutenants ^ 
Gits them but they were over-ruled by Volumnius^ who condemned them 
coiidtJiiucd. to death, and drew the reft of the judges after him. Only they 
left it to Herod to execute the fcntence when and how he 
thought fit. 

Damafccn Damafeerij on his return from Ramey tried in vain to dif* 
pUiuis foe fuadc him from too rafhly depriving himfclf of fonsy 

thipt. and leaving himfelf in his old age to the mercy of thr^ibitiops 

"Tyio Antipater, 7 >r^, another old experienced foldier, cam^ifcprife 

to beg of him, that he might be admitted tof^p'^jw* 
eigrtnfl his jjjg fubjccl ; and, upon his permiffion, freely tojf him the 

jonAvAi- ,n tj^at young prince, who, he allured him^ 

" " entertained feme treafonable defigns againft him, whilft the 
chiefe of the JcwilJ) nation, to whom he was grown odious on 
that account^ highly pitied his two condemned (bns, as leis 
guilty than that brother. Herod flopped him (hort there, to 
make him name thole chiefs ; and, upon bis fo doing, caufed 
them to be imprifoned. Tyro himfelf was, by the lubtleiy of 
Salome, accufed by Herod's barber of having hired him to cut 
hfs throat. Herod had recouefo to the rack, which he caufed 
to be given to the accufer, and to Tyro and his fon, a youth 
of about tlie age of Alexander \ and the latter, to fave his father 
from the torture, confelled, that himfelf alone, without his fa- 
ther's privity, had refolv^d to kill him, and to lave Alexander. 
7he tfwo Scarce any-body belie\ ed his confeffion but Herod, who therc- 
prtnccs put upon caufed his two (bns to be conveyed to Sebajle, and there 
t9 de&th. ftrangled, or, as the fourth book of the Maccabees has it, hanged 
on a poft or gallows. Their bodies were afterwards buried at 
Akxandrm, among their Afmonean anceftors K 

* Antiq, ubi fdpra, c. 17. & 1 . vii. c. 9, 4 Macc. Ci ult. 

I Antipalev" 
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JntipaUr havmg now no rival kfc but his father, and Andpaler 
r»rai-f the latter, though highly obliged to hb brother, having WPJie- 
fallcnout with him, they both entcr^ into a plot to take 
off as loon as polhble. Htr&d had about this time lent Glaphyra 
Jlixander*h widow, back into Cappadocia^ and returned her^'^* 
dowry out of his own coffers. There were ftill two Ions left of 
hers, and two which Ariftobului had bad by Berenia, all whom 
the king had caufed to be carefully educated. He had likewife 
expreiled an uncommon concern for them, as well as a remorle 
for the untimely death of their fathers ; and as he found himfelf Year of 
upon the decline, he was contriving how to have thole young the flood 
princes lb advantageoufly matched, that he might fee them fafety 2343. 
and happily fettled before he died. But Antipater^ who looked Bef; Chr. 
upon them in another view, found means to break all his mea- S- 
fures, and to perfuadc him to change the dirpofition of his 
mily, contrary to his firft defign It will not be amife here, to 
give an account of that monarch’s wives, and of their i/iue, in 
order to underftand the fequel of this hiltory. The reader will 
jind both in the note (N). 

In 


® i^ntiq. 1. xvii. c. 2 & 3, 


(N) flerodhM nine wives, the 
flrft of wVi^ named Dor/j, was 
the mot^ r of Antipciter, The 
M<w^/flw»^,thedaugh- 
teT high-priefl, by 

whom he\ad a Ion named He- 
rod^ called alfo Philip, who had 
married on whofe ac- 
count the baptifl was afterwards 
beheaded. The third was his 
brother’s daughter. The fourth 
his flrfl coufin. He had no chil- 
dren by thefe two lall. 

The fifth was called Martac^ a 
SaffiariCaft^ by whom he had Ar~ 
chelaus and Antipas ; the former 
fucceeded him in the half of the 
kingdom under the name of 
trarch, and the latter, called allb 
Philip, married the dan- 

cing daughter of Ilerodias aboV^- 
mendoned. 

The flxth, named Cleopatra, 
was a native of Jeru/aUm, by 
whom he had two Tons, Ucrod 


called alfo Antipas, and Philips 
Hz'; having married Herodias, 
his brother Philips wife, during 
his life, was reproved for it by 
'John the baptifl, and caufed him 
to be put to death. 

Pallas was his feventh wife, 
by whom he had a fon, named 
PhafatLT\\^ eighth was Phoedra, 
by whom he had only one daugh- 
ter, named Roxana ; and by the 
lafl, called Elpis, he had another 
daughter called Salome (9). 

As to his grandfons, by his be<- 
loved Mariamne, mother of Alex* 
ander and Arifiohulus, lately put 
to death, they make likewife a 
confiderable figure in bifl;or}%and 
cfpecially thofe of the latter in 
the gofpel, and deferve here a 
particular mention. 

Ariftobulm left two fons, and a 
daughter whom he had by Berc* 
nice his wife, as we have feen a 
little higher, namely, Agrippa^ 


C^) De bis t/ide btlL yud, /. i. tf. Autry, h xviiL e% 7. Vtd, fif Matth 
2, Mark vi. 14, fey, t$k€ ixi 7, Qr/tj. 

Ifcred, 
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Im the mean time another thing happened, which rendered 
troubles in Herod more odious to the Jews^ and more irreconcilahfe to KIs 
Judaja. brother. An ediQ lately ifliicd out, commanding the yewljh 
nation to fwear allegiance to Angujiusy and to tte king, had 
been ftrenuoully oppofed by the pharifees to the number of (even 
tboufand, as contrary to the Mofaic law ^ ; for which contumacy 
Hrrod bad condemned them to a fevcre fine, which had been 
paid by Pheroras*% new wife (O). Pheroras was gbd to take this 
opportunity of retiring into his tetrarcby, and took an oath 
never to return to court again whilft Herod lived; his being at 
that diftance from the metropolis, was indeed a likely expedient to 
prevent his being fufpe^ed of having an hand in what he was 
then hatching againft the king’s life ; and for the fame realbn 
Antipater procur^ himfelf to be fent for to Rome to attend upon 
Augujtus, Thus had thefe two politic perlbns contrived to fcreen 
themfelvcs from difeoveiy, whilft their inftrumeiits were on 
work to bring about their treacherous defign ; but an accident 
ibon after happened, which brought their whole trealbn to 
Bght •. 

Herod Herody who was fallen lick, and ftill retained a great love 
/alhjij, for his brother, had lent for him to communicate feme private 
orders to binU) and Pheroras had refufed it, on pretence that be 
dared not violate his oath. He fell Tick foon afeec^Htyd Herod 
recovered, and was fo far from refenting his late that 

» Vid. Deut. xvii. 1 1 • Joseph. 

Htrody and HerotRas. Agrippa, ( 0 ) This genercas deed of 
at firlt put into prifon by fihe^ hers had therefore lb ingratiated 
riusy and afterwards made king her to that fe6t, that they fcrupled 
of Judaa by Caligula ( i ), was not to perfuade the people, from 
he who put James the brother of a pretended prophetic fpirit, that 
John to d^2LX\i, imprifontd Peter j God was going to transfer the 
and was fmitten with death at crown from the line of Herod to 
Cafarea (2). Herod was made thepofterity of his brother’s wife, 
king of Chalcisy and Is only Salome failed not to acquaint He^ 
known in St. Luke for his mar- rod with it, who having put fe- 
riage with the dancing daughter veral of the ringleaders to death, 
of as we hinted above, commanded his brother to put 
As for^r/^^/7, heleft a fonof his wife away, as the caufe of 
tihe fame name, before whom this new fedition. Pheroras^ upon 
and his filler Berenice Sc. Paul hip obftinate refufal to comply 
yens admitted to plead his caufe with his command, was forbB 
at Cafarea (3), and another the court, and t}\e fell of Herodrs 
daughter, named Drufilla, mar- family to have any further conr 
Tied to Felix governor of Jur verfation with him* 

(i) Meg, Jud. /. IN 8. fi) A^s zii. i, ^ ftq. ad firu (3) ABi axv. in 

Jkt xavi. (4} Ikd* julv* 24. 

bo 
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lie paid him an afieflionate viiit, without ftayingfor an 
tation from him. Pbirorai dying two days after his arrival, he/^ ^ 
cau(ed him to be magntfipently Wied at &ithis^^* 

iieatb proved the beginning of jintipateA mfgrace : for two of 
the deceaifd^s freed-men came and demanded juftice againfl his 
wife, whom they accufed of having difpatched him with Tome 
poi£)D, which (he had given him that very evening on which he 
was taken ill. Herod had rccourlb to his old way of extorting 
the truth by the rack ; in particular, the women of Pberoras^s 
fomHy fufiered it at firit with a furprifing conflancy •, but one 
of thm was at length forced by the excels of the torture to 
cry out, that (he prayed to God, that Dorlsy Antipater^s mo- 
ther, might bear her mare of the torments, which (he had been 
thocauie of. At thefe words Herod having caufed them to be 
more cruelly tortured, as well as one Antipater officer under Antipa- 
his treacherous fon, the whole plot was unravelled; and uponterV/Ai/ 
comparing their feveral depofitions, and the intelligence which 
Salome had already given to the king, it was found, that th^hirndif^ 
{)oiibn, of which Pheroras died, had been procured from Alex^ covered 
andria by a friend of Anti^tery from whom it was conveyed 
by Anti^terh mother to Pherorasy in order to be given to the 
king uy 5 the firft opportunity. All which was upon further 
examinat't^fi acknowleged by Pheroras who added, that 
go and fetch it to him ; and inftead of doing fi>, flung 
hCHW(C‘l^wn from an high gallery ; but her fall not proving Pherora’r 
mortal, to, upon promife of a general pardon, 
pofed fortHbr, that her bulband being Hung with remorfe at 
recetving this hft vifit from him, had ordered her to fetch the 
poifon, and to burn it before his face, which (he had accordingly 
done, except a fmall dofe that (he had referved for herielf in cafe 
of neceffity. The box, and reft of the poifon being produced, 
and acknowleged by other witnefles, convinced Herod of his 
fon^s i^rfid]^ not only to himfelf, but to the two fons of his 
favourite mariamne. His other wife of that name was Iifce- 
Wife accufed of being in the fame plot, and though nothing was 
proved againft her, yet was (be banilhed, her fon Herod 
faerited, and her fether depofed from the high-priefthood { Pj* 


(P) Simon was fucceeded in 
that dignity by one Matthias the 
foil QiTbeopbilttSy a native of 
rufakm. But this pontiff having 
on the following expiation^ve 
contra^ed fome pollution ( 5 ), 
wl^ incapacitated him from of- 
feiating pn that grand folemnity, 

fs) /. xwi, <• 8. Vid% dTW. iii, 


a near relation of his, named 
Jofephy the fon of EllemuSy was 
fubftituted in his room. Matthias 
enjoyed his dignity but one year, 
after which he was depofed for 
being privy to an infiirrcaion 
raifed zXjerufalemyZxA 
by Joa%ar\a% brother4n4aw ( 6 ). 

71, or Af. (6) Antt§. 
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Dsris was likewife fiript of all her coftly ornaments^ ^hidl 
amounted to a large funi) and baniflied the court 
John But it is now time to leave for a while Herod iti his iad 
haptfft cii({ra£ted condition, and the nation in their feuds and relent- 
Y^‘ c **^ents againft him, and turn our eyes on more important mat- 
th^^ood ineftimable bleffings which Heaven was 

^ ^ then ready to (hower down, not only on the Jews^ had they 

Bef Clir. themfelves unworthy of them, but on the whole 

world, who, we arc told, were then in an univerial cxpefifa- 
tion of them under the promifed MefBah : for about this time 
tlis fa- fhe angel Gabriel^ who had been formerly fent to manifeft to 
tbrr'svi- Daniel the precife time of his coming, by a determinate num- 
Jior, her of weclc ** (Q), was again font to Zachary^ a pious and 

upright 

P Antiq. 1 . xvii. c. 4, J, & 6. ^ Dan. ix. 24, k feq. 

(Q) This is juftly allowed one threefcmre and i^tvo weebs the ftreet 
of the noblell prophecies in the Jball he built again, and the ^wall, 
whole Old Tt foment, and one of and even tn anxious ( or perilous) 
the (Irongeft proofs ofChridianity times ; and after three fcore and 
againft the Jews, iince it deter- two weeks Jhall Mfiah be cut off, 
mines the very time in which but mt for himfelff, s/^he people 
Chrlil w os to come into the world, of the prince that fiatSkom, Jhall 
enter into his minilby, and be dejiroy the city and the hpSujSTyt 
cut ofF for the fins of the people j and the end of it Jhall b(^ith^\^r 
foon after which was to follow like) an inundation, anff unto the 
the deflrudion of the^tw, or, end of the war deflation is deters 
as the prophet words it, their mined: and he fisall confirm the 
ceaiing to be a nation or people, covenant with many during one 
and the promulgation of the week, and in the midft of the week 
gofpel, or of the new covenant, he Jhall caufe thefacrifiee and the 
in and by that MefTiah. oblation to ceafe ; and he Jhall make 

The whole prophecy runs as it defolate on account of the o/ver* 
follows (7) : Seventy weeks are fpreadsng of abominations, until the 
determined upon thy people, and up- determined extermination be poured 
on thy holy city to finijh (or re- on the land (or people) that is be* 
Brain) the traifgrejjion, and make come liable to that defolation. 
an end of fins, and to make recon- It will not be exuded, tliat 
ciliation for iniquity, and to bring we (houldhere enter into a com- 
itt everlafiing righteoufnefs, and to ment on this prophecy, much 
feat up thevifion and prophecy, and lef^ into a diiTertation on the va- 
to anoint the Moft itoly one. Knmv rious ways of computing the 
therefore, and underfiand, that feventy weeks here mentioned. 
from the going forth of the com- And yet, as the fubjedl is of no 
mandment to rejlore and to build fmall moment, the reader will 
Jerufalem, unto the Mejfiah the doubtlefs be glad to hear at l^ft 
Frince, Jhall befeven weeks ; and how it is beftcalculated and made - 

cut 


1(7) Dan, ix, 24, Cf Jcq, 
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upright prieft of the courfe of Abiahy whiift hfi ftood offering 
the iacred incenfe in the temple, according tq the prieftly office s 

to 

Vid. Exoj). XXX. 7, 8, k fup. vol. iii. p. 84, & feq. 


out by the ChrifttanSyZxA by ^hat 
iubterfagee the Jnjus endeavour 
to evade the force of it. 

The generality Of the Jenvs ('o 
agree with us, that thofe prophe- 
tic weeks are weeks of years, or 
of a day for a year, according to 
the prophetic ilylc ; tho' fome 
of them, in order to puzzle the 
caufe, have pretended to under- 
hand them of weeks of jubilees^ 
or of feven fabhatic (8), that is, 
forty-nine weeks each, amount- 
ing in all to 3430 years ^9). A 
good long epocha, and very pro- 
per to keep up the drooping 
hopes of the Jc^ios about the Mef- 
fiah's comting. Others hretch it 
hill muc4 ^rther, but finding 
themfclves clofcly pinched by 
*thajf utation, have had re- 
cOiirfo t4^ various pitiful fhifts to 
explode it. ^ We lhall give our 
readers a (ketch of fome of the 
bed ot them, by which he may 
guefs at the reih 
Some of them pretend, that 
the words of the prophet, from 
the going forth of the command to 
nftoro and to buildy are not to be 
underhocd from the ifTuing out 
of Cyrus or Darius's decree ; but 
from the time of thofe words be- 
ing prophetically pronounced by 
Jerondah to Zedekiah king of 
Judah (1), fome years before 
the captivity (2) ; and to (hew 
their wretched (kill in chrono- 
conclude the epocha with 
us at the deftru^lion of the 


temple. Others, St. Jerom tells 
ns (3), began it at Darius the 
M*dt\ and ended it with thofe 
above-mentioned at the deftru- 
dlion of Jerufalemi only they 
allowed the eight remaining 
weeks for the total difperfion of 
xYitJeavtfj nation completed un- 
der the emperor AdriaiU 

A third fort begin the feventy 
weeks at the deftmftion of the 
firft temple by Nebuchadne'zxavy 
and end it at the dellrudlion of 
the fccond, by Titus Ftfpafian (4); 
(hrinking thereby an epoch of 
fix hundred and lixty years into 
this of four hundred and ninety, 
to make it agree with the feventy 
weeks, and thereby betraying 
dill more their ignorance of chro- 
nology. Thisdevaftation of the 
city and temple, and the difper- 
(ion of the Jeojosy is according to 
this latter fydem to lall till the 
overthrow of Gog and Magog by 
the Mefliah ; but wlien that will 
happen, they do not pretend to 
guefs. For thefe reafons they 
are altogether at a lofs how to 
explain this prophecy, fo as to 
evade the confequences drawn 
from it by the Chridians againd 
them, and have fallen into va- 
rious hypothefc**, equally abfurd 
and ridiculous, about the Md*- 
(iah. Some think, that the (ins 
of the nation have retarded his 
coming ; cthess,, that he came at 
the appointed time, but did not 
appear publicly ; others, that he 


(8) Concerning thefe jtdnIeeSy and fabbattc yearly fee before vol, iii. 

(9) Vid* jy* DtLyra in Daniel, lit. (r) Jerem, xxiv, 8, ^ feq, xxxiv. i, & 
Vf* & abb.paff, (4) Vid, Mun/ler, in Dan, ix. net, g, ( n) In Dan, ix« 

(4) Rabbin, pTurim, Vti^ al, Abrahanely Solm, Jarkbiy he Lyt a tn loea 
fnp, (itaty 

is 
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to feretd him die birth of a £>a, the miraculous ehiUf^ of dd 
age and barrennels; a ion whom he Ihould (hortly have fay hil 

virtuous 

is ftill hid in fome oblcure part The difference arifing from 
of the worlds ^ting till me/ the various computations of the 
are £c to receive him ; others JewiJh years is ftill more incon- 
have imagined two Meftiahs, one ftderable^ fince it can amount at 
humble^ obfcure^ and rejeded ; moft butito nine or ten years be* 
and another as yet to come, glo- tween thofc who make it longeft^ 
rious, warlike^ vidlorious, and and thofe who make it fhorteft \ 
tuiverially acknowleged. Laftly» and who can wonder at it, or 
and to name no more, from a urge it as an objedUon againft 
fenfe of the manifefi deficiency this prophecy, that conftders the 
of all thefeevafory ihifts, they variety of computations, of either 
have agreed to leave the difpute of the Jenus^ which we have 
about the Meffiah m fufpendto till formerly fpoken more fully (6)* 
better times, and have prohibited or of other nations, from which 
idl further inquiries and calcula^ this epoch is to be calculated and 
tions about it under a fevere ana- redtified ? Upon the whole then^ 
thema (5). thefe difficulties duly confidered. 

The Chriftians are not exadlly an impaitial reader will doubt- 
agreed either in the placing the lefs reft fatisfied with that fyftem, 
beginning and end of thefe weeks, which beft adjufts^thif fevency 
or in the calculations of thofe weeks,or four hundred and ninety 
lunar or years. Bothdif- years of the prophecy, . to, rhe 

ferences however are inconfidcr- chronology of that epoch, accoi 
able, if duly attended to; the ing to the beft light ;^hat can be 
former is intirely owing to our hadofit from thefac/edandpro- 
imperfedl knowlege of the chro- fane hiftorians. 
nology of thofe times. Had we Waving therefore fome minute 
a fure guide in it, the point would differences between the authors 
not be long unfettled. But whilft thal^ have written on tliat fubjeft, 
in this uncertainty one author the fyftem moll univerfally re- 
will place the beginning at the ceived by proceftants as well as 
decree of Cyrus^ another at chat catholics is, that of Ju* 

of Darius^ a third at that of At - lius Aft teams (7}, as it has been 
taxitxes Longimanus^ and each amended by fome late eminent 
of them endeavours to ftretch or cluronologers (8), who place the 
Ihorten the chronology of each beginning of it, exprefted in the 
interval, as beft fuits with his words of the prophecy, Fromtbt 
hypothefts ; it is no wonder there going forth of the commandment to 
is fo little agre^ent among rehutid^ $ec. at the beginning of 
them, and fo little certainty to its execution, which was not done 
be gathered from the whole dif* till flebmiah\ coming to 
pate. f /(fffir to fee it punflually performed, 

{s) Vld, int, ah Bafnag, iifferf. de jr hebdomad, (6) See voh !• p. S51, 

ftr ftq, %ol. lu. p. 34, S (It) 5 /*. 43 a, fif- iA ahh. paff. (7) j^pudHteroOn 

in UAnieh ubt fupra* (S) Petav* de dottr,ttmp, hb mw^cap, 3s, Of 7^* 

umpQT. part, li. /. aiii xo* Ujjfr, fub A, M, Prtd, Calmstg 

aad 



jewi: 

Virtuoi|| wife &i9ikrtbt ^ whp feould be»Naxeritet and the 
fereniniier and great barbing of the world's Redeemer Here 
. . the 

• Lukb i. 5 , 8 c feq. 


immI the end of it at the death of 
the Mefiiah ; which interval makes 
up the four hundred and ninetieth 
year here foretold. For as to 
the firft, it is plain, that Ne/?e- 
mab found the work quite ob- 
ftraftedy and fist altde, athisfirft 
arrivad there, and that he fet im- 
mediately about and Hnifhed it 
(9). This tommand^ which was 
given in the twentieth year of 
Artaxerxes is not however 
to be underftood, according to 
them, of the twentieth year of 
his reigning alone, which would 
make the whole period too long 
by ten years s but of the twentieth 
of his reigning in partnerihip 
With his fa.,her (on a fuppohtion 
that he was admitted into it by 
him^ten years before his death) 
whith wfl be the tenth of his 
reigning aloie. 

This fyftem, •which feems clearly 
to remove all dilHculcies, is at- 
tended with only one, to wit, 
the filence of hill-orians, and the 
unhkelihoodof Ar taxer xu being 
a(^itted fo early into partnerihip 
with his father : and this objec- 
tion^ fmall as it is, has been how- 
ever thought weighty enough to 
oblige the learned ( 2) to 

Acer a new couife, which our 
readers will perhaps better ap- 
rovc than the former. Cut as 
e has treated the fubje^ in fuch 
a full and prolix mannei, as 
wou)4 fwell ^is note beyond due 
boaii4$» ^nd the book itfelf ii> m 
ev^Y body’s hands, and in our 
own laugu^ge, we ftall refer the 


readers to it for the further clear- 
ing of thia noble prophecy. 

In the conclufion the prophet 
IS told, that after the cutting off 
of the McfTiah, the temple and 
city (hall be deftroyed by a Grange 
nation, that (hall come like an 
inundation againd it, and that 
the defolation of the land (hall 
be preceded by an overflowing 
of abominations ; all which fuN 
ficicntly prefigures the Roman 
eagles fet up in the temple, pro- 
phetically alfo alluded to by 
Chrift himfelf(3), followed by 
the piofanatibn, plundering and 
firing of that holy place. In the 
middle of the week, the facrifices, 
oblations, Csff. were to ceafe, not 
a^lually, for they did not do fo 
till the dcdruftion of the city, 
about forty years after ; but they 
lod their efficacy, and became 
ufelefs and infignificant after the 
grand facrifice of the Saviour of 
the world, which they were to 
piefiguie, and from which alone 
they received their efficacy Laft- 
ly, tho(e who had thus rejeded, 
and put to death the Meffiah, 
were to ceafe to be a people, be 
difpcrfed, defolate, r all which 
the jen^s liave fufficiently felt to 
their cod 

The dedruflion and lading de- 
folation of the city, but more 
particularly of the temple, WuS 
indeed to Le the finidung droke 
ot the Chiidian evidence againd 
the Jrws. We have (hewn in a 
former volume (4), how thefe 
evade the pregnant projfficcy 


^1 I II, 6? HI- alfi before, ftq, (i ) Nebtm, *. i. 

(a) C*»*<ff* u book V* Jub an* 4^8. (atl Mattb, jtxiv* X5, & altb, (4) 
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th^ gooJ oU prieft, furprifed at the vifion^ and cc»i(!:k>us of his 
and bis fpouf^s extreme old age, could not forbear dei&ing to 
have his faith confirmed by (bme further miraculous token ; and 
the angel granted his requeft, and in fuch a manner, as might 
at once be a reproof to his diffidence, and a confirmation of the 
mefiagc he had delivered to him; Zacbaria^ was accordingly 
Struck ftruck dumb on that inftant, and continued fo, till the promifed 
^ufnb. ^as actually bom. 

Tbea^rci months after this viflon, the fame heavenly meilenger 
fenttoth was fent toanobfcure young virgin, named Mary^ who dwelt 
B, Virgin, then at Nazareth^ with and under the guardianfhip of her 
efpoufed hufband Jofephj both of them of the houfe and lineage 
of David ^ (R), With the glad tidings, that Ihe was chofen by 

the 

^ Matth.I. i8. Luke i. 26, & feq. iii. 23, Sc feq. 


tfjaroh^ that the feeptri fiould 
not depart from Judah, (5) 
and the reader hab now fccn what 
wretched Ihifts they make to elude 
this of Daniets week, at the cx- 
pence of fenfe and chronology^ 
There feemed therefore ftill want- 
ing a more irrefragable proof, if 
not to convince, at leail to iilence 
that infatuated nation, with re> 
fpedl to this important article of 
the Meiliah s iK'xng come at the 
appointed time, and of the va- 
nity of thofe that Hill expe£l him ; 
and this was the prophecy of his 
coming during the Handing of 
the fecond temple, and rendering 
it more glorious by his prefence 
4 ian that of Solomon^ notwith- 
Handing its great difpanty in 
other rcfpedls, concerning which 
the reader may look back to what 
has been faid at the beginning of 
this chapter (6). When therefore 
this temple was deHroyed, it 
ought to have convinced them, 
that he was really come, as his 
apoHles and difciples affirmed, 
though there had been a new one 
immediately built. How much 
more when all attempts for the 


rebuilding it have been hitherto 
fruHrated > But of this we Hiall 
have a proper occafion to fpeak 
more fully in the fequel. 

We beg leave here only to ob- 
ferve further, that if the total 
dedruftion of the city and temple, 
and the difperiion^of thc^wx, 
did not immediately follow the 
crucifixion of the Meffiah,* ^hey 
became obnoxious to it from &at 
time; and God feems only to 
have protracted the Sentence du- 
ring thofe forty years tp give them 
time to repent of that atrocious 
faCt, which, as St. Peter obferves 

(7) , they had committed through 
ignorance. Accordingly we find 
that vaH numbers of them pre- 
vented It by a timely converfion 

(8) , whilH the more obdurate fort 
refufing to acknowlege tluit 
crime (9}, and embrace the prof- 
fered mercy, were thereupon di- 
fperfed throughout the world, to 
be, againH their will, a Handing 
'evidence of the truth of the ferip- 
tures and prophecies^and of their 
own judicial hlindaefs and pu- 
niHunent. 

(R) We have taken notice in 


( Geriejii xlix. to. (6) See pr/ore, fea, (K), 

ibtd lit 36, @ (9} Jktd% ver, aS, 
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the i^al favour of heiven, to be thb happy mother of the 
^foniifad Saviour of the worlds to whom me (hould therefore 

give 

t former votume^ that the Jews it may be anfweredi that they 
had a law which expredy forbad conformed in it to the caitom of 
hetreifes to marry out of their the Hehrtws^ and even of the 
own tribes (i). It is true, the facred writers^ who deduce their 
Vitgin Mary feems to have b *cn genealogies from the male rather 
far enough from being one of than the female line; for if 
that fort^ at lead in poiTeilion, Chrift the Ton of Mary was the 
whatever Ihe might be in rtver- fon or defeendant of it 

iion^ or by virtue of the jubilee mud follow that his mother mull 
laws, according to which all lands be fo too. 
and inheritances were to revolve But the greateil difficulty is, to 
to the original owner, or to his reconcile the variations of the 
next heir or heirefs (2). But two genealogies of 
there was dill a much greater and St. Luke^ and we much que* 
tic, which kept the virgins of llion whether the greater part of 
the tribe ofjudah^ but efpccially our readers would care to have 
thofe ofthehoureofZ)/ 7 a'/</,from all repeated that has been faid 
marrying into another tribe or on that fubjeft, though in ever 
family, namely, the fure expedta- fo fuccinft an epitome, efpecially 
tion they had that theMeffiah confidering that the point has not 
was to be of that lineage, and to been fo fufficiently cleared hi- 
be born in Bethlehem^ the city therto, as to leave no room for 
add patrimony of that monarch ; freih cavils and objedlions. Yet 
and how careful every family that our filencc might not be in- 
was to preserve their genealogy, terpreted for a giving up of the 
needs not to be repeated. caufe, we (liall iubjoin a few ob* 

It is thenefore in vain, that the fervations we have been able to 
exclaim againd the uncer* make, fome of which, though in« 
tainty of Chrid's being of the tirely new, may yet fumim the 
feed of Da*vtdy becaufe Jofeph\ curious inquirers into thofa abfa 
and not Mary^i genealogy is de- trufe matters with a better ke/ 
ducedfromhim bythetwoevan* to reconcile thofe two gehealo* 
gelids, who is yet affirmed by gies, if not to clear and confirm 
them to have had no diare in his the one by the help of the othef^ 
conception. The certainty of than they have as yet met with 1 
^the Virgin's defeent from that and as we defign the following 
hdufe is rendered evident enough remarks chiefly for fuch of our 
by what we obferved above, dudious readers, we (hall content 
elpeciallyifweaddthetedimoqy ourfelves with giving thefh as 
of the evangelids themfelvcs, hints for them to exert their ta* 
who call her miraculous child the lents upon, without confining 
ibn or defeendant of Dawid, If ourfelves ft> much to method, at 
it be aiked^ why diey chofe rather we do in other notes, 
to give us that of her huiband? Firi^ then, we beg leave ta 

ft) W. xmupaff, Gf «f/» Ui* a|4, (A^ f V ^ 

nUd. ikid. 35, 39, Of 

Gg obfervi^ 
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give die lignificant name of Jesus* or Saviour«>,8CCor<Iiag (So 
the prophecies long fince vrnttai of him. Thofe that relate 

to 

obferve, that the titles df father before hinted^and then revolving 
and fon, as well as she terms /a to the next furviving heir^ the 
and be begotten^ in the Ian- latter, though at fome diftance 
guage of fenpture, do not always from the former, was called the 
imply an immediate, but fre- fon, that is, properly the fuc* 
queatly a remote fucceiHon. cefTor of the former. Thus 
Hence the phrafe often ufed by lathiel^ who by St. huke\ genea- 
Mofes^ When thm Jhalt hereaptr logy appears to have been the 
get chilinn and childtens chil- defeendent of the fon of 

dren (3), and the name of father D'lnfid, is by St. Mattbtw laid 
or ion given to a predeceftor or to be begotten by Jechomah (5), 
fuccelior at the dillance of two, tlie lall of the Solomonic line, be* 
thiee, or more generations, as caufc he was the next furviving 
Will more fully appear by the heir of the houfc of Da*vtd after 
fcquel. Thib being piemifed, death. Had not therc- 

will ferve as a bails to the fol- fore Solomons line been fet down, 
lowing remarks on the fubjedt of and the end thereof noted, it 
thofe two gofpel genealogies. could not have appeared from St. 

i^, St. Matthe^vo gives one ge- Luke^ how Salat htel came by his 
ncalogy, and St. Luke another, title of fucceflion ; for the line 
and both in fome names vary of Nathan could nbt have any 
from the Old Tejlament, claim to it, whilft that of Solomon 

zdly^ St. Matthc^v^ wlio be- fubfilled, unlefs in anuncertjfin 
gins his fiom Abnham^ divides reverfion; and this will account 
it into foi ty two fucceiHons, called for the diflcrence between St. 
by him generations ; that is, Luke and St. Matthinv^ in thefe 

fourteen before 1 , middle fourteen generations, 
fourteen under C ® go- 6//^, But thcie is likewife 
fourteen after j * in thib latter iucctflion a manifeft 

The hrll fouitecn are "variation as to the number from 
the fame with thoft in the the books of the OldTtftament, 
7 ejlamenty and in St, Luke. It has indeed been folved b\ fay- 

4/M, 'I’he next fourteen in ing, that the evangelift aiming 
St. MittbL*w contain the legal only at the three lound numbers 
fucceiTion of the line of Solomon, of fourteen generations above- 
until \tb ^xim^xotiXTiJichomah, mentioned, had overlooked, or 
or Qmiah, and Jehoiachtm (4), purpofely paft by fome of the re- 
when the line of Nathan the ion dundant ones ; and this anfwcr 
ofDw/f, and brother^ of Solo- hath hitherta paft for current. 
mon, iooi. place. * " But the diftlrcnce feems to 

• ^thly^ The inheritance in the arifc from fomething more ma- 
Jenxi^h polity being unalienable tenal, than the bare aim at ah 
farther than the jubilee, as equality of numbers. The hi- 

f 3) Dtut. ?v, ^ alth* paff. /4) Conf. Jirem, xxit. 24, ad Jin, a Kimri 

yiiv. 8, td 2 Cbnnt xxxnu 9, & Jef, (5) CwJ^ Lue, ui. 27, ad^i & 
Matth%u 12. 
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to tht$ pafticular head* ar« as folkiw: Behold^ 4 i virgirijhall 
conceive^ and hear a and JhaU call bis name Emanuel, * 

^c. 

ilorical books fet down all the The next variation be- 

kings in general that had reigned tween ^.e two evangeliflis is in 
fVom Oa*yi{l to Jtchamah ; but the laft fourteen generations, and 
St. Matth^y .as a genealogifl, arifes from the one’s conilanc 
feenU* to take notice only of care of pointing out the pafling 
thofe who had a legal title, and of the inheritance, as far as ic 
to omit the others. Of tnib lat- goes in the cider branch. 7 bey 
ter fort we take Aha%tuh the fou both agree as far as Zerubbaie/y 
of Jehoram by Athahahy to have after wdi cli St. Mjtthew goes on 
been, who is faid to have been with Abiud^ and his heirs, down . 
made king by the inhabitants of to Eitaxat , where the line of 
upon his father’s death, Abiud ends; and then he fets 
becaufe his elder brother had down as his fon and fuccelTor 
been killed by the Phthftines (6), Matthan (8), who is by bt. Luke 
which feems to Intimate,that they mentioned under tne name of 
had chofen him in lieu of fome Mattbaty and was of the line of 
infant fon of his dcceafed bro- Rhe/a (9) the fon of ZerubhabA. 
ther ; for had not this been tlie So that he entered into the xt* 
cafe, he would have fucceeded guLir iucceffion after the extm- 
of couife, witlioat the people’s ^don of Abiud, 

choice. Tn# the fame c’afs we Thus again, Matthat or Mai-> 
may put "'fo'^Jf^y who fucceeded than dying childlcfs, Eli was 
hjj Aha%tahy and Ama%iah obliged, according to the Mefaie 
the* fon of Joofiy who might all law, to take his wife, and raife 
fucceed ea^h other in prejudice up feed to him, and by her begot 
to th'* eldef branch, till this be- tliehuA)andofilf</r>',who, 

ing cxtinA, made way for the according to the fame law, was 
younger in lJz,ia or Ofiasy the fon ftill reputed as the fon of the dead 
of A.naziahy who is therefore elder brother. For this reafon 
'called by the evangelill the fon St. rightly calls him the 

(7), that is, as we have hinicd fon of Jucoh ; whereas St. Lhkcy 
above, the fuccelTor of Jth rawy who did not proceed on the fame 
tho’ at the didance of the thiee method, calls him the fon of Eh\ 
generations above-mentioned. I’he firft gives us the name of his 
. Thus again who was legal, the other of his natural 

fet up by the king of Babylon in father. 

prejudice of his elder brother St. Matthew might in all pro** 
Jeeboniaby is likewife omitted by bability have fetched his genea- 
the evangehft. Now when thele logy from the lecords of 
irregul9.r fuccelTions are takln ithtmy the patrimony of Dostfdy 
away, there will remain but the and wherein therefore none were 
fame fourteen which are mea* entered, but fuch as by a regular 
tjoned in his genealogy. lineal defeent were in aftual pof* 

Vid 1 C^reiiXxii. I* & ^ jCn; r?iii.24, (y) Afaeti, itbi 

(tifray vrrf, 8, (8^ l/bijufray wrf 15. (^j Luke liu 
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feSon of UiMffWieKtheyoun* ii of iti Jiaving boM jumUeil 
g«r branch, tiQBgh in aftuni pof- into St. Lute's text by the care* 


9 ' - - - r ^ * 

leffion of the crown, could not be 
regularly inrolled, as long as 
there was any heir of the elder 
left alive, or till fuch a time as 
this latter failed. St. LuAf, on 
the other hand, who, as he tells 
us in the preface of his gofpel, 
propofed to fupply fuch defeds 
as he found in thofe who had 
written thehiftory ofjefus Cbnft 
before him, fearing left thefe 
omiftions (hould cauie fome con* 
fufion, for want of pointing out 
when the younger fucceeded their 
cider branch, had recourfc to the 
book of the Chronicles^ where 
the feries of the fuccelTions, both 
regular and irregular, legal and 
illegal, are exhibited : fo that 
both had their genealogies from 
the moft authentic, though dif- 
ferent records, and fcrupuloufly 
adhered each to his own, accord- 
ing to the feheme they had in 
view, and confequently, inftead 
of clafliing, do more probably 
clear and conlirin each other. 

There is ftill one difficulty 
left with rcfpedl to St. Luie*s 
genealogy, to wit, his introducing 
of CMirn^n in the line of Sbem^ 
adding thereto one generation 
contrary to the Ihbrefw text in 
Gettt/ts and tlic Chronichs^ and all 
the verlions of it, except the 
Septuagtntf contrary to the con* 
Corring teftimony of Jo/epbus, 
PbilOf and other JcnvtJh dodors, 
as well as to that of the antient 
fathers ; who all not only omit 
Qiinauti name, but reckon only 
ten generations irohi Noah to 
Abr^am^ whereas with this there 
would be eleven. 

I'his difference has given com* 
jnentators more pains to recon- 
cile, than we think it deserved, 
confidcFing the likelihood there 
4 


by 

leffnefs of the tranfenbers, there 
being another Catnan mentioned 
in the verfe immediately follow*' 
ing, which might be alio, accord- 
ing to the old clofe way of writ- 
ing, in the very next line, ^ But 
allowing it to have been brigU 
nally in St. Luke^ it is plain, he 
muft have had it out of the Sep^ 
tuagint^ which verfion both he 
and the other facred writers his 
cotemporaries ufed, and the copy 
which he then had might have 
been corrupted after the fame 
carelefs manner ; for it doth not 
appear that all the copies of that 
verfion had this name, elfe it 
would be found in all the Latin 
vcifions of it, as well as in Jo- 
fephusy Pbtio, and the fathers; 
and then they muft have rec- 
koned eleven inftead of ten gene- 
rations. 

The fame may be faid even 
on the luppofition, that it 
originally put in by the feventy 
interpreters ; for as neitherthey, 
nor the tranfenbers of the Ht- 
brenv copy, which they took with 
them into Egypt ^ were infallible 
(at Jeaft we think we have made 
It appear they were not, when 
we fpoke of their verfion) how 
wfily might that word have crept 
into the text by their inadvert- 
ency I 

But if all this will not fatisfy 
the fcrupulous, what we have 
obferved above of the diftinftion 
of natural and legal narents, will 
eafily remove the difficulty ; fo 
that Arphaxad might be the na- 
ture! father of Sala^ and the Icj^ 
one of Catnan^ or mice <ve^a. 
There is therefore no need of 
having reourfe, as fbme baVe 
done to injurious fuppoiittoiii 
againft tbey#a4//« as if they had ' 
pur^fel^ 



455 

ffe » (S ). — Tfytt at a cKtd k bonti iaitt us a fin' is given } enut 
the gwernmmt fiaU be ufm hi$ JheuMer : and his name fiall be 
ealled fb^anderfidy CesafiUar, the mighty GoD, the Everkjimg 
fathert the Prince peace (T) i with fonw othen of the &n)e 

tattre, 

• Isaiah tu. »4. Ibid. lx. 6. 

purpoiely fcratched eat the tiatite anfwer to this eifeft : Who hila 
of CiutiaH in their told you, that the im of Jdam 

thsit they tnight take occa/ion to has intailed any guile on his po^ 
decry the Septuagint verfion; ftcrity ? Was not that of his Ion 
much leis to other more violent Cain, who murdered his bro- 
ineans, to account for To (inall a tber, a thoufand times greater 
variation, which,, for aught ap- than the b&ting of an apple ? And 

f ears to the contrary, was occa- yet no fuch thing is laid of his 
oaed by the mere overfight of a pofterlty being tainted with it. 
tranferiber, and the mote pro- Befidcs, wheie is any mcn- 
bably, of St. Lukts own copy, tion made, that the MclTiah was 
than of either original ot Qreak to fave his people from their fins ^ 

Verfion. And if there was, how did Jefus 

(S) This prophecy hath of fave us from them, when you 
late been fo learnedly defended own he made us commit one in- 
againft tavilers, tl^at we fhall finitely heavier in crucifying^ 
need only r^fei our readers to the him ? In vain do you tell us of a 
authors . and, as to the difiiculty Redeemer of fouls : we expert 
tb at is railed, how the prophecy none but a redeemer of bodies, 
a child, thus miraciilouily a MelUah that lhall deliver us 
born, could be a fatisfa^tion to from flavery, and make us again 
Max, to whom it was addrelTed, a flounfliing vifionous nation 
unlefs It was fulfilled in his time, and kingdom, 
we have anfwercd it in a former To the fecond prophecy, tho 
volume, to which the reader may, farcaftic author, above quoted, 
if he pleafes, have recourfe ( i ). gives the following anfw cr, in ^ 

(T) Our readers may, perhaps, kind of ti iumphing tone * We will 
be willing to know what anfwer join ilTue with y6u, tho*, accord- 
cr evafion the make ufe of ing to your intcrpietalion, at 
a^aiidl fuch pregnant propne- fliould have been written, h^s 
^es i and will not be amifs n^imes {^in^o^ndoi his name,J?^all kg 
here tO| give them a ipecimen of callesi) ; but, waving that, how 
them out of one of their fubtllell can his (^Jefus*s) name be called 
and boldeft champions ( 2 ), by Wonderful Counfcllor? Dfdnot 
which he may guefs at the reft. Jadag rather defeat his counfei, 

Firft then, to the former of when ht betrayed him unknown 
thefe prophecies, where the mi- kirn ? He ^uld not be the 
facuious child is called yefits or Gihhor, or Mighty one, feeing 
Saviour, becaufe he was to fave he was put to death : he could 
bss people from their fins, they not be the ly Jbhi^haJ, 
in general, and this in particular, the Everlalting Father, or Father 

(I) Vot. 1J4, Gf (K). (%) AuBehkrn 

tSe 9 not, tn ver/, Htkr, tvafig, S, Md/th, €, i. 

Gg4 at . 
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nature, which are not quite (o mauifUt, n6r ib univerfa]}^*Bgreej^ 
on (U). Biit the furpnfed virgin was fo far from yiiaUing td iniiKl 
thofe prophecies, that (he looked on her virginity, which it is 
moft likely (he had refolved to preferve under the guardi^nlhip 
of an aged religious hu(band, as obftacle to the accoinpli(h- 
menc of the angel’s word, till, afllired at length by him of the 
miraculous conception of that divine child, with an humble con- 
fidence, (he wholly fubmitted herfelf to the will of heaven. The 
angel having, at the lame time, acquainted her with the preg- 
nancy of her coufin Elizabeth in her old age, (he went up Into 
the mountainous country to congratulate her and her huiband 
upon It. At the firft embracing of tbefe three holy perlbns, 
whole ecflatic joy can only be guefifcd, from the pathetic ac^- 
count which the cvangtlift has left us of it*, Elizabeth, who 
was far advanced in hei pregnancy, fielt her child give a leap in 
htr womb, from which (he began to conceive an higher notion 
of her vifiter, and which flic exprefled in teimsof the deepeft 
refpef); and gratitude Mary, on her pirt, beinf^ filled with 
rapturous joy at what (he had heard, teffificd her liuiiible lenie 
for all the divine favouis (lie faw herlelf bleft with, in that moft 
heavenly canticle, which the fame evangelift h ib preferved to us ; 
and, alter three months abode, retuiiied to her homely habitation 

* Luoi 40, (fefeq, 

of etemit}, bceaufe he wits cut aenti thing uponth eatth^ 
off in the nudft of his days, a funole {ox ti 

laflly, he could not be called pafs a n n, which the context 
the Prince of pt ice, becaufe he plaiiil) iheiv> to illudc to the 
enjoyed none himlelf, neither dayi> of the Mefliah, and moft 
have wars e\cr ccaftd fince his probably, from the natural fenfe 
time, yea, himfelf fiys, that he of the \^ords, to the miraculous 
did not come to bung peace, but pregnancy of this virgin How- 
War, upon earth ever, the Jihls not only take 

Others erdeavour to elude the them n a \ery dilFeient fenfe, 
force of the prophecy, by pre but exclaim igainft as for urging 
tending that tlih imperfonal tins text to tliem 
Nipv n.(jaa,hi Jhall calibre Another text hitherto mifun- 
ferstoGon, and, confcqucntly, dtrflood, and worfe tranllated, 
that all thofe utlcs theie men- and which we think to be pro- 
tioned relate to him, and not to phetical of the birth of Chrift 
the child theie fpoken of But of a virgin, is tliat of the 
this evafion is fo ungramma- *o€rbs, chap xxxi verfe 19. The 
tical, and contrary to the plain of the man, not with the 

import, in a vaft number of pa- maid, as our verfion renders it, 
yallel places, that others of them but /« the n)trgin ; but this we 
have difowned it. have had occafion to explain in a 

(U) Of this kind 2 $ that of former volume, to whi^ we re* 
^Jeremiah (3); ^h$ LoKp w// fer the reader (4). 

(3) Cops XXXI* (4) m. p. 143, (H). 
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Hi During her fiay there, Elksa^thy being delivered ^ 

of the promilol fan, gave him the name of John (V), as hit 
father itui4 been commanded by the angeh and Xachana^^hxvixig 
teftified his confcirt^o it in writing, found his tongue imrne* 
diateiy toofed, and his heart filled with the Holy Ghoft ; which 
brpkp out into an euchariftic and prophetic hymn, which 
infpired the wondering byfianders, wiin Angular hopes con* 
cerning this new-born child ^ (W). 

The virgin Mary^ who wis returned, from her vifit to Ztf- 
ehariasy to Nazateth^ the place of her abode, began now to gwtSa^^our of 
fuch figns of her pregnancy, as made her aged fpoufc, who 
wholly jbftained fiom matrimonial converfe with her, 
ceive fome ftrong fufpicion of her. He was thereupon contriving 
fomc means th give her a private divorce, without expofing her 
to the rigour of iJte law \ when he was appnfcJ by an angel, 

y Lukei. vtr. 27, ad fin. 

(V) 111 the Hihn*iu pms dens and lurking Jiole% (bme 

name very exprcfiivc oi whxcXxJohj/ us ttllb us were 
of that gracious dilpeiiiation, h‘rgc enr^ugh to lodge 1000 
which heaven was going to dif- intn (6', bethought hiinfelf at 
play^by the gofi tl, of w> ich this length of a way of fuppreffing 
child was appointed the har- them cfi-tclually. lie began with 
binger ^ inlarging and f orti ( Mr g a v lU^ge, 

(W) During tins tiirc, that which was conveniently lituatcd 
paj*' of Juaeea^ vv hie his c»«ll'd in the heart ol thoeo'uin’^, and 

from two ridges oi became in time a confubralle 
mountaiii*;, Called by an aiiticnt town IJitlier he invited acer- 
geogiaphcr /’c77/’r (5), and Mm /,<; tap^aui, named Z/?- 
which was vci y rod ) and moun- > , vv 40 vw gone at the head 
tainous, had been the receptacle of 500 wiil aunid men to fettle 
of a great n umbel of banditti, in a cailh in the ncighbo irhood 
4ad free hooters, who, as vve of Anti ch j and gave lam and 
have already njnted, lived ciiitfly his me n lo in my eiicouragemeats 
upon the pluruler which llu) got and imniuuiiies, that they came 
by their conllant cxcui lions, and fixed their abode there, and 
fomecimes towards Ju I JOn cleared all that coantiyof 

times tQwaidb Jr lnti Wiiat that plundering vermin (7) Z*#- 
>vas ftill worfe, they infefted the who wa> bo**!! valiant and 

roads that led from the religious, did not only fignalize 

territories to J utfalcm^ and himielf in this proving but left 
hindered the coacourfe of the a noble offspring like himieli; 

Ttwj of tliofe quarters to the whofe very naqies were fufficienC 
Itnnual fcads, Hetod^ who had to deter the lell of tlut gang 
alr/eady been at a vail deal of fiom fettling tlierc any more. 

|iains tq ferrpt them qut of their 

($) Sttah, gngr, /. xvi. He hat vtd, fif CafmetfPrid ( 6 ) ttd^ihtdm 

!golipK hell, Jud, /• 1. c, 7. Eujtb, in lot, juh me, Konaih^ Hitron* Ue» Hthf 
xvu, 

that 
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that her concq[>tion was altogether miraculous, and that he ought 
iiot to hefitate one moment, to take .her and her child under hia 
patronage, fince that miraculous Son was appointed by Got) to be 
the Saviour of his people. immediately obeyed, and tbok 

her to his home, but lived in perfedt continence with her tUl the 
time of her delivery % if not, of his death. In the mean tim6 
Bethlehem^ the city of Davidy and not the obicure city of Na^ 
%areihy being the place pointed at by the prophet for the birth 
of the Medkh the divine wifilom fb ordered it, that the de- 
Jtttgullus’jcree of Auguftus for taking a frefli forvey of the Roman empire, 
^cree. the number and eftimate of all perfons, eflates, riches, Wr (XJ. 

fhould reach Judau about this time ; whicli obliged the pregnant 
virgin and her husband to repair thither, to infolled with a& 
thofe that were of the houfe and lineage of David. The great 

* Matt.!. i 8, &feq. * Mic. v. 2 . 


(X) When this way of furvey- 
ing came in vogue in the Roman 
empire, how and by whom it was 
performed, (hall be fhewn in the 
Roman hiftory. We need here only 
take notice, that Augufius caufed 
tluree of thefe to be made in his 
time, of which tliis was the fe« 
cond ; it had been began fome> 
what above feven years before the 
vulgar, or chriliian sera, that is, 
above three years before the birth 
of Chrift ; and it might well be 
all tliat time going through the 
provinces of Ccrlffynay Pharnice^ 
and part of Judaay before it 
came to Betbhbcm (8), iince that 
which had been made by Damd^ 
of the (Ingle province of Judaea 
(though it doth not appear, that 
die commifEoners were to take 
SHI eftimate of the eftates, but 
Only thenamber of fighting men), 
had taken up near ten months, 
^though they were recalled before 
they had gone thmut^h With it (9). 

ft may not be amifs to obferve 
further, concerning this decree 
of Auguftusy that mere is a kind 
of dUTonance between Sc. luko 


and Jo/ephuf ; die former cabling 
it a decree for taxing the empires 
and the other affirming, that no 
tax was paid in Judaea during^ 
Herod and his fon Aichelaui% 
reign, and that it did not begin 
till the depofition of the latter, 
when that province was put un- 
der a Roman governor or pseii- 
dent. This was not till twelve 
years after, when Cyrenius^ as 
he is called by the Greeks and the 
evangellftb, or, in the Roma^ 
ilile. Pub, Sulp, ^in'niujf was 
fent prefident of (i). 

The difference is ealily recon- 
ciled; the decree iffued out by 
Augufius was in order to have 
the empire taxed according to 
the eftimate made by this furvey. 
Judaay though then fubje^ ta 
Rome^ was excepted by tke fit- 
vour of the emperor, tiU the de^ 
poiitioa of Archelaus^ when it 
began to take place there unddr 
chat new preftdenc. This (enfe, 
which feems the obvious one of 
the evangelift, doth m no way 
really clafh with yonaijb 
hiftorian(2). 


(9) Con/, Sueteu, in OBnniio, tut. iL x, 
§sq. See a/fo ve/. b. e. 83, & Jif* & mi, 
i%)Deboevid, Ufftro Prtd. Mmiy & at 


(9) s Sum* axlv. s, df 
(t/dsuip /. 

concouife 



COncourfe of .peaple coming to that place, put this poor little 
^ily under two inConvemekides ; to wit, a long fiay, and the 
Want of a kdfging: yet waa this alfb conduced by a fpecial pro- 
vidence, that he, who Was to be the pattern of humility; fliould 
kgin and end his race in the lame low and dejefled path. Ac- Ojrift 
eordingly, when the pregnant Virgin found herfelf near the ^ 

of hter delivery, (he was forced to take up with the mean habita-T^^^^-f- 
tion of a liable \ where, having brought forth her Godlike 
Son, flie wrapped him up in fw^ling-cloaths, and lor want of 
better accommodation, laid him in a manger; but this humble 
riling of the Sun of righteoulhefs did loon break out into its pe- 
culiar luftre, when an angel, at the head of an heavenly hoft, 
proclaimed his wondcrous birth to the watching IhepherJs, and 
celebrated it with that noble hymn Glory be to God on ^ 

on earth peace^ good will towards men ( Y) / 

The child’s parents, according to the Mofaic law, circumr 
cifed him on the eighth day, and gave him the name of 
as they had been dire£led by the angel ^ f Z). 

Another. 

** Luke ii. 8, ad 12. « Ibid. verf. 21. Matt. i. 21. 

(Y) And here began the firft putation wc have, that of our 
part of the charadler of that di- moll excellent Vjher^ in the four 
vine child, hfiited above oat of thoufandth year of the world ; 
the prophet, to be difplayed, and exactly falls in with an old 
jimf he Jhall he called Wonderful ; tradition of the Je^s^ mentioned 
wonderfully conceived, wonder- in a former volume^that the world 
fully born, |ind as wonderfully (hould laft two thoufand years 
manifefted. Accordingly, the before the law, two thoufand 
angel having declared to the under the law, and two thoufand 
ihepherds, that on that day was under the MeiTiah, according to 
born in the city of David a Sa- the fix days of the Mofaic crea* 
viour, which is Chrill the Lord, tion ; after which was to follow 
gives them thefe wonderful iigns the feventh, or millennium (4). 

Co difeover him by : Te Jhall find Accordingly, w^e hnd that 

the hahe wrapped up in fiwadling- there was about this time an uni* 
thaths^ and lying in a tmnger { 3] ; verfal expe<^ation of him among 
tod the ihepherds going to the aU the Jews, and even among 
p^ce, and finding all things as the heathens, ^who might have 
tod been told them, became it probably from them; the fa* 
llbeinfdves the publifhers of the cr^ books having, by this time^ 
joyful news, and began to fi{l been a con^derable while Cranf* 
m neighbourhood with hopes of kted^ into Gmi, as we have 
^ 4 t bng-expeded and now feeninaformerfeflioA*. Nef- 
iSIhred deliverance. ther is it improbable, they mi^t 

(Z) This wonderful birth of fiill retain a kind of traditionary 

&e Saviour of the world hap- notion of him, from the pro- 
’leaned, acopiding to the beft com* > phecy of toncernii^ 

C%) »» S A* (^J db p. 39. * tep. a 44 #<Sf/jr* 
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•[he temple ANOTHER remarkable occurrence^and very fropef to ullje^ 
•f Janus Jn both this character of Wonderful, as well as the other oC 
Prince of peace, was, that the temple of Jams was then fliut op ; 
which was never done, but when tlie empire enjoyed a profoundl 
peace as it did at this time, and contin led to do twelve whole 
years (A). But tlie moft iignal minifcftation of this new-born 
Saviour, and which put the whole city of Jerufahm into an 

•* Sec the authors quoted under the following notes 


the wonderful (lar that was to 
anfc out ot ; and this 

may be tl e rcalon w^y thefe io 
reatiilv embraced anity, 

whilll the , blinded vviih 
pKj idice, ani loothed into the 
hopes of a conq iciin^^ deliveier, 
rtjLCicd both nim and his doc 
tune, and Jiave endeavoured to 
peifjade their difciples, if not 
themltlves tliat his comino as 
for lome fttict reafon, mi It i ro- 
babl) for the fins of their i uion, 
deftrreJ oi retarded till a moie 
jMoper time 

According to this notio i, they 
lliU that he will appear 

in the pomp and giaadtur of a 
tonquLiinj and \idfouous mo- 
nar^ii, who Qiall free them from 
all foicign yo^ c, and bring thi , 
anl all oth^^i i uions, under tint 
of thf y s , for till IS the itiiie 
they put oi ill thok propheciLS 
which It t foiili the gloiiLS of Ills 
kingdom : and tlierc being the 
chief blelTings they expeded from 
him, and on wnich th^y fet ti e 
h ghell value, what more likely 
caule could be afhgned for hi:> 
delay, tiian that of their fins ? 

But, could they have opened 
their eyes to the oppofitc part of 
his charader, which is .here as 
plainly and cxprefly foretold, and 
in the very fame chapter of the 
fame prophet 6), namely, that 


of his humiliation and fufFerings, 
of his being rejected, reproach- 
ed, blafphcincd, and perlccuted, 
evi 11 to death ; they mull have 
cox J dwd, that nothing lels than 
tn i fins could be the caufe of 
liio coming being lo long fufpend- 
cd Oil tlie c out 1 ary, they would 
hdv» i(,cn, that fince a perfon of 
his glonouo, beneficent, and irre- 
pio.ichabie cparaiiei, was to be 
lo tiutlly treated, lo unjuilly and 
lo inh manly butchered, by his 
own people, no time could be 
h’ter foi lijs coming, than wlicn 
then nation was rilen to the 
height of ingratitude and <ri- 
juitiie, of infatuation and in- 
humanit), as it reaily was, when 
thole piophceies wele fulfilled in 
him. 

( \) Thi-. was the fifth time of 
its b^ing Ihet fince the founda- 
tion oi aW/ tlie fiiif time was 
unJci Vaw ; the ficoiid at the 
end of the iu/tc wur ; the third 
iridn after the 

tiefeat of Mure Anto and death 
of Cltopftiity twenty -nine years 
bcfoic the birth of Chrill; the 
fourth, lour )cars after, or twen- 
ty-five yeais before Chnft, on 
the reduClion of the Cantihrriavs 
or Cantahriam xn ^fmn \ and the 
fifth at this time of our Saviour's 
birth, and under the fame em** 
peror (7). 


(%) Ifumh, 3fxn. 17. (6) Ifatah liii. faff' & Pf, xxH. paff. @ afth* phtre 

(7) De bn -uide Pluteerch, tn Ntma, Ltv. hb, i, flufK lie 11. ])tOe Caffe lib. k fiT 
^/« Qraje 4 vit c. ^ pp 
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uproar, was the arrival of tbe ntagi^ or wife men, from the men 

eaft(B), to that metropolis, under the guidance of a miraculous from 

ftar, 

(B) It would, doubtlefi, prove mra (z). So that this country of 
an inquiry worth making, could Atnbta D / rta items moft pro- 
we come at any tolerable cer- bably to be the place they came 
tainty concerning thclc wife men, from , for that generally bears 
who they were , what part of the name of eaftern in the (acred 
the world they came from , what writings Another antient au- 
timc of the year they arrived at thor, wliom we fliall have occa* 

Jerufalem y how many they fion to mennon und<r the next 
were; and many moie fuch note, tells us, thit they were 
queibons, which have been flart- Chaldtei >n by birtli, and bjr j. o- 
cd to little purpofe, and to which feflion great altroiiomers , and, 

no fatisfaflory light can be given tint it was bv the hdp of this 

However, to ipare our curious art, ti at they under Uoi what 
readers the tioublc of confulting this new nfen ftar prcfignincd, 
the various accounts thathi\e which nude them ta^c ti eir 
been given of them, we (hall journey into Jud r, wheie the 
here fubjoin the moft that can be new y/ king was born, 
found concerning them Now(/ /r/ <7, pi opuly fo called, 

ift, It IS general!/ agreed, beiu^ iitu ite do g tJienvtrX/- 
that they were of the led of the ph t ^ v, is ftill nearer [fudra 
ntflgee^ of wl/bm we hive given thin the other two ao)*L intii 
an account in i former \oIumt( 8), tioneel 

pe&ons wholly addided to the TI is will alfo gr c us fonie 
ftudy of philosophy, aftronomy, li^ht into another elbon con 
and dnination , and are fup cerning them , to wu IIo»vIong 
pofed b) foihe to have been the they were coming fi om their 
difciples or defccnden*^s of Ba couiitiy to fouftln fo’*, if 
loam, whom wthave mentioned they came frv,m thv, Ijttci, tlie/ 
a little liigl er, on iceount of might t ifd) reach it on their 
his notable prophec) of theMcl camel or dr )nredar c% the ulual, 
fiah This w ill not appear im but expcditioi s c image, of tho^t 
probable, if we confxder ^hat both parts in and about a fort- 
they, and their fuppofed matter, night , and if from the former, 
are faid to come fro n the call (9) thiough the Irtier, one week or 
Now the latter is laid to have ten i ijs more might firice 
been fent for from the city of lor, from the fuppofrion abovt- 
Pethor ( I ), which is there aihrm mentioned, of rh^ ir coming from 
cd to have been fituate on the Mtjopoton and t e binks of 
banks of the river of the land of the luphrutts^ the greateft di- 
thc children of his people, or, ttanct fiomtbA xwqv lojintfe* 
a& the targum of Onkehs rendei^s Urn will not much exceed fix 
the place, on the river Euphrates , hundred miles. What further 
and ellet^eie is faid by to Iccms to confirm this conjcdlure 
have be^ a city of Mt/ojtota* is, the prophecy of the kings of 

(%) Pof. V p. 155, & ff» & p 387, (L). C9J Cctif Numb xxui 7* 

& MuttL 11. i. (ij Numa» xxu. 5# (s) Deut^ xxui 4. 

Siiia 
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Sieh tnd' Saha^ or Arabia^ fparing of the iWH of hia fuh* 
bringing their gifts to the king jefts, whenever his jealoqfy cn* 
Mcihah ; for of him is this refentment rendered them oo-* 
pfalfn(3) allowed by ^^xand noxious to him« 

Chriftiiins to have beoti written. Neither faered nor nntlent ec- 
Some antient authors indeed, clefiaftical writers toll us, bow 
who have fetched them from the many in number, or of what 
remotell parts of Pefjia, have quality, they were ; but this has 
allowed them two years travel i not hindered fome, more recent, 
and found their fuppofition on fixing thefe, and many more 
the inquiry which made ^of minute circumilances, even as 
the exadt time of the ilai's ap- far as their names, age, com-* 
pcanng to them, and his de- plexion, drcfs, retinue, and fuch-» 
llroying all the male infants from like. As for their number, the 
two years and under (4) ; but moft received opinion is, that 
what quite overturns this con- they were but three, and this no- 
jedture, and proves that they tion feems founded on the three 
muft have been at Bethlehem kinds of prefents they brought 
within lefa than foity days after with them, as if each of them 
his birth, IS, that this was the had prefented a different onCi 
place where they found him ; But this is faid u ithout founda- 
whereas, after his parents had tion. An old apocryphal book 
prefented him to the Lord at has multiplied them to twelve j 
Jerufalem^ which was to be done and adds, that they were chofen 
at the end of forty days, they from their whoL nation, and 
arc faid to have gone and dwelt went every night on the high 
at Naxnrethy their ufual habi- mountains to watch the app>'ar- 
tatioy (5). ance of the llar(6). 

Befides, if they had been two Thofc that gave them tl\c tide 
years in coming, the (lar inufl be of kings, found their opinion 
alfo fuppofed to have appeared partly on the text above-quoted 
to them fo long before, and to Out of the pfalmiil, and partly on 
have directed them all that time ; a notion, which Ttftulhan had 
which is abfurd, as we fhall fur- taken (7), on what ground is 
thcr Ihew under the next note, hard to guef!, that all thofe 
therefore, by (laying all eaftern nations were governed by 
the males under two years, might kings chofen out the fefl of the 
only do It for his gi eater fecunty, mages. To their royal crown 
and from fome doubt, either the Armenians (8) have added 
that the magi might not have that of martyrdom, which they 
obferved the iirft appearance of pretend they fuffered in that 
the (lar, or that the)'’ had pur- country. The great conllable of 
pofely concealed it from him, in his letter to the king 

out of a forecalbthey Jiadofhis France {St, Lenvis\ adds, that 
bloody defign againff the child, they came thither from the pro* 
We have feen already through vva^oiTangut (9). All thisk 
his hiftory, that he was never faid on the authority of a tfadt* 

f3) Pfalm Ixxii. 10. (4) Be bn wd, Cdlmet, eommut* tn Mmttb* 

) Lute 11. 39. (6) ^uil. ep, mperf in Mattb, bemtl, il. (7) Cent* 

/. 111. & iik cent, Judaoe, {%) Vid, CbnrdnCs travehintp Perfia, 
temt iu« (9) SpfeiJeg. np, Gnimet, 

rioa 
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ftar (C},'Qrhi<b ceaM not to go before them} tiB it had brought 
them to the {ikoe and perfon they were in learch of. However} 

as 


tion they have among them, and 
not from any authentic records ; 
fo that we may oppofe to it that 
of the city of Cologne^ which pre- 
tends that they died there in their 
way home, and fhews not only 
their tomb, but their three heads, 
in the cathedral of that city. 
Their epitaph, which is in Latix 
verfe, gives them the names of 
^afpaKy Melchior^ and Balthazar. 

We ihall add one tradition 
more concerning them, which is, 
it feems, as ftifly believed in fome 
parts of the hdtes^ as the two lad 
arc in Atmenia and Germany. 
We have it on the credit of 
Jerem Oforius^ bilhop of Algafha 
in Portugal^ who afTurcs us he 
had it from perfons of undoubted 
credit, well yerfed in the antient 
monuments of thofe countries, 
and is to this effedt : 

Slhipti imaly king of Cranganor, 
in the kingdom of Calecuty having 
undertaken* fome long voyitgG 
by way of expiation for an inceft 
he had committed, came into 
Carmania, where he met with 
two mages going into Judaea to 
pay their homage to a miraculous 
GhUd newly born of a virgin. 
The king begged leave to ac- 
company them, and on his re- 
turn caufed a ftately church to be 
built in honour of theVirgin and 
her Son, and in which he caufed 
her image to be fet up, holding 
the child in her arms. We ihaU 
Ilop here, feeing there is no go- 
in^ further in fearch of them, 
without danger of being (till 
more bewildered. 

However, before we difmifs 
this note, it will be very proper 


to take notice, *once for all, that, 
from the very earlieft times of 
Chridiamty, there ftarted up a 
number of heretics, who, the 
better to colour their impious 
tenets, trumped up divers falfe 
gofpels and writings, under the 
names of fome of the apolUes, or 
moil famous difeipies of Chriil, 
and Huffed them with fuch va- 
riety of miraculous circumftances 
and dories, as obliged the heads 
of the church to condemn and 
explode them, as they jullly de- 
ferved. But though the books 
vaniihed, except their names, 
and fome few fragments of them, 
yet the memory of thofe addi- 
titious dories and miracles was 
not fo eafily extlnguiihed among 
the vulgar, who were ignorant 
of their foul origin; but was 
propagated by a kind of popu- 
lar tradition, which was after- 
wards too indiferiminately re- 
ceived by the writers of 'the 
fourth, (sTr. centuries, efpe- 
cially where they thought it 
ferved to clear a text, or fupplied 
thofe circumdances of men and 
things, which had been omitted 
by the facred writers ; but hath 
been long fince judly rejected by 
mod Chridians of all churches. 

(C) We have likewife a great 
variety of conjedlures, concern- 
ing this wonderful dar, accord- 
ing as men are inclined, either 
to leden or to multiply miracles. 
Of this fecondfort are thofe'who 
tliink it to have been a mere 
comet, only with Ibme peculiar 
luftre, or fome other index, well 
underdood by the wife men (2} 1 
andotben^ who make no more 
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of it than a meteor^ vaftly below* 
the orb of the moon (2) ; though' 
either of thefe can hardly be ad^ 
mitted, without the interpoiitioir 
of a miracle, fince the luppofi- 
lion of an extraordinary liidfe in 
the former, and the long and rc> 
gular motion of the latter, con- 
trary to all that wc underiland of 
meteors, feems to have required 
a fupernatural hand. Since, 
therefore, a miracle mull be ad- 
mitted, and it is plain, God was 
never Icfs fparing of them, than 
upon tins glorious jundlure; 
cdiers have, with greater pro- 
bability, believed it to have been 
a luminous body, created on 
purpofe; others, that it was the 
very light which had"appeared to 
the IhepherdsS which, having 
been fecn at a dilLincc by the 
wife men like a flar, came lalUy 
to appear to them in a more re- 
fulgent manner (3). Some think 
it was an angel in that figure (4) ; 
others have run ftill greater 
lengths, making it to have been 
the Holy Ghoft, appearing in* 
that vifiblc ihape, and have at- 
tributed fuch an unufual bright- 
nefs to it, as even eclipfed the 
fan : if fo, it is a wonder no co- 
temporary authors, either facred 
or profane, fhould have faid 
fomething of it. 

And this will, in a great mea- 
fure, explode the notion of ^kofo 
we mentioned in ,the f^regbing? 

who make the wife men 
to have been two years in coming 
to Jujrufalm^ and the iiar to 
have, gone aU that time before 
ibem ; imcc its Jong contitmance^ 


and irregolat teiitm, 'widi 
fpe£l to other heavenly bodies^* 
could not but awaken tkeatteti^^ 
tioft mid wonder of all thofe’- 
countries, in which it muft have 
been {ecu. But this difficulty 
has been removed, by pretend- 
ing, that it appeared either to^ 
none but to the ma^/, or only two 
or three times, enou^ for thofe^ 
who were watchful obfervers of 
it, but overlooked by all the' 
red. But thi:> is faid without • 
foundation, or even fliadow 
probability ; and the quellionS|fc 
the magi at Jerufalem feeiSr 
much rather to imply, that it had 
been feen at lead in all the coun- 
tries between Judaa and their 
own. 

We will not take upon us to 
fay, which of all thefe hypot]\e« 
fes is the mod probable, finCe 
the facred hi dorian has left us in' 

* the dark, and the red'of atttfent 
hidorians are quite filent abont 
it. We (hall only fubjoin heri, 
what the Platonic philofopher 
Qhalcidius fays of it( 5 ) ; It is 
not eafy indeed to guefs at the 
time in which he liv^ ; but fbm 
he was a Chridian, the very paf- 
(age itfelf plainly (hews: “ Let 
us now turn ou r thoughts {&ys 
he) to another and / more holy 
hidory, and fuch an one as 
** more worthy of our admira- 
** tion; 1 mean that which 
mentions the appearance of i 
** (lar, not of the nature of thofe 
which portended cither a lick** 

** nefs or mortality, but whi^ > 
m'anifefled thed^f^eot of $iQiin 
M upon earth, tp 


(l) CatfUety 

Chryjufi. Theophjilak^ Q aU 


(S) J^c% Jffags h Mott* Lightfgafe, Qlt Ml* 
(kJ Cm/ii. in Timutn 19. 

meiA» 
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the city inemfoiii^ above quoted. What«* 

ever fa6p^ the reft of the might cotv^ivefirom thfs wotukr* 

^ pbaBiiQineiiQii^ eail the tidings of the new-born Meffiab^ 

JmrriJf who dresunt of^je^bing but an earthly kingdonv began 
to look upon that wonAprftd child as a dangerous rival, and rcr 
felved from that iofiant to nip him in the bud. To this jend heHeroifr 
cauAd the to be privately brought to him ; and, Invin^ar and 
imrdully fiftcd them, concerning the time of the ftar^s appear*- 
liice, and other circumftances, which might fervc his bloodly 
d^gn, he difinilled them with thefe words ; Go and fear^ 
dlUgintly for the child and when you have found him^ bring 
rrlb word^ that I hay go Rkewife and pay my homage h him. 

They fet out accordingly, and were not a little overjoyed, when, 
leaving Jerufalem^ they beheld the fame ftar ftill going 
before them, till it ftood and (hot its rays perpendicularly upon 
the houfe where Ac child and his parents were. Here they z^^tHfe men 
pr^ched the Divine babe with fuitable reverence; and, having ^heir 
laid open their treafiires, they offered him the preients cf gold^iTd^^ 
frBnkincenre,and myrrh (E) ; and, being warned not to go 


meiii and to blefs them with 
his choiceft favours. Some of 
the magi^ or wife men of 
* having obferved 
" Am ftar in the night, and 
*• being thoroughly verfed in 
aftronomy, went immediately 
** in fearch of this new-born 
** God ; and, having found him, 
^p^ented him with gifts fuit- 
aUe to his divine charader.** 
The reader will find in the Tub- 
feqiient note, what may have 


to 

thefe days. Particularly in Aefe 
prefents, which the wife men 
offered to the holy Jefus, Any 
have pretended to find out, either 
his three diftind offices of King, 
Piieft, and Prophet, or his dm* 
nit)% royalty, and manhood (6) 1 
or, iaftly, the divine virtues he 
was ^endowed wiA, and was to 
communicate to his true follow* 
ers ; to wit, purity by the myrrh, 
which is an excellent ingredient 
to preferye from corruption -s 


— L iTi ^ ^ prcicrvc rrom corrupuon-s 

probably Ae meaning of incenfe, Ac fmoke or perfume 

tUSlAft eynrpfTiAn. Ar.«rU:..L ...v 


Aklail expreffioni 
^ 1 ®) The piety of fomeantient 
timps, when allegory was in 
$Natefl vogue, and mylleries 
iwo Aligently looked for in 
*n»6r}rtturt of holy writ, haAled 
W foch ItagAs, as it 
tirui|U''iwdiog«roiit to follim in 


of which is faid to be the prayers 
of the faithful (7) t and charity 
or benefriQence^ Ae moft accept* 
able perfame can be offered 
to Ao Deity, and impUed m Ao 
gold. 

Others, grieving to fee Aeie 
feUnw-^hnli^t their pieqp> 
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to Jirufakm^ they returned home another way*. ''As ibon as 
the cbilu was for^ days old^ the time prefcribed fdir thepuriii^* 
His pa- tion of women afttr tne birth of a ions his parents broc^ht him 
rents fre- to Jerufahm to be prcfentcd to the LOR0 in the temple, and to 
fent him wbc redeemed, accordim to the law concerning the firft-born S 
the tem^ with the price of five (ndcels, or of a Iamb, or a pair of doves, 
fie. or young pigeons ; which laft was the price appointed fer the 
meaner fort. And to fuch low condition was the family of Dowd 
reduced by this time, and fo poor were the parents of the 
world’s ineftimable Redeemer, that they were fain to redeem him 
at the lowed price. Here they were met by a venerable old 
man, named Simeon (FJ, a perfon of confummate piety, and 

endowed 

^ Matth. ii. I, & feq. ^ Levit.xIL s£xod« 

aiii. 2. Numb, xviii. 15. Seealfo before, vol.iii. p. 60, d: (F). 

s^ith fuch far 'fetched notions birth, that he was likely to prove 
have fought a nearer meaning, fuch a glorious monarch, as that 
by running into another extreme, his reign would eclipfe thofc of 
and concluded, that nothing elfe all his anceilors ; but whether, on 
faems intended by thofe gifts, account of his greater power,con- 
than the fupplying the prefent quells, or for what other reafon, 
and future indigencies of the it is not likely they could know, 
child and his parents, who were without a particular m’^elation. 
ihorcly to be forced to take a (F) Thelhortnefs of the C’^an^ 
long journey into So gelifl^ account concerning ' this 

that the gold was to defray their venerable perfon, has beenabun* 
cxpcnces, the myrrh to preferve dantly fupplied by -the pious and 
the babe’s tender limbs in his fruitful fancies of later writers, 
travels, and the incenfe to dif- who have each contributed their 
pel the common damps, and ill mite towards the raifing of his 
fmcll, cither of his liable, or of charatter. He has been by 
thofe caravanzeras or inns, in many ( 1 ) affirmed to have been 
which they would be obliged to a prieft, and to have been then 
lodge. performing his funflion, in rc- 

But there is a middle way be- ceiving the child in his arms, ac- 
tween thofe extremes, which is, carding to thecuftom of redeem* 
that the ma^i ofFdred thefe pre- ing the firft-bom. Thcrels, in* 
fents to the new-born Monarch, deed, nothing can make diis bi- 
as they looked on him merely as credible or improbable, if we 
the future king of the Jews, and except the filence of St. Lnie, 
without any regard to his divi- <who, it is not likely, would have 
tiity, of which it doth not fuffi- overlooked his being a priefl^ if 
ciently appear that they were ap- he had been really 
pnfed. Only they fuppofad, by Some have affirmed him to 
the wonderful phamomena that have been the fame whb Simon, 
preceded and accompanied his (urnapied The difd|ie of 

(S) AlUu i*Jfvrt. de Strips^ Smew, fub wft, 

t 
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endowed with the fpirit of progh^y i to whom it had been re- 
vealed^ that^he (hould not iee death before be had beheld the 
promiled MeflSah. B^ng therefore diredled by the HolyGhoftSimeonV 
to the tem{de at the fiune time, he took the babe in his arms \ecftatte 
and, having foretoM to his mother the forrows with which htxP^opbecy of 
pious foul would in time be pierced, on account of the 
bla^mies and perfocutions which this Divine Son was to be 
cxpofed to, and being now aflured, that nothing could add to 
bishappinefi, but the joys of a future life, funghis own requiem 
in a ihoit ecftatic hymn, and refiored the babe to bis parents. 

His teftimony was accompanied with that of a venerable old 
prophetels, named Anna^ who had dedicated the remainder of 
her life, from her widowhood, to the fervice of God, and of 
his temple ; and, coming at that inftant to the place, began like- 
wife from thenceforth to publifh this new-born Saviour to all 
the faithful Ifrailius 

What bloody expedient the jealous Herod pitched upon to 
fruftrate all thefe predidlions, by ridding himfelf of this fo dread- 
ed child, and how he was difeppointed in it by a peculiar pro- 
vidence, will be feen in the next fecElion : and we ihall clofe this, 
according to our promife, with a (hort view of the fe£t^ at this^^^ 
time reigninjg in Judaa^ that the reader may fee how it came^iV^^ 
to pafe, that a MeiGah, lb plainly and frequently foretold 
tlys beginning, lb miraculoully conceived and born, proclaimed'^? ^^movg 
• . tht Jew** 

" Luxe ii. at, ad 38. 


the famoasJ^/ 7 /^/,often mentioned 
in this hiftory, who was alfo tlie 
mafter of that Gamaliel^ at whofe 
feet St. Faul had been brought 
up (9) ; and that whilll he was 
endeavouring after an expofition 
of the prophecy, quoted a little 
higher, A virgin Jball conceive^ 
and hmr a fin^ this revelation 
was made to him, that he Ihould 
not die before he had feen it ful- 
filled. So that when he came to 
fee the miraculous mother and 
child, he broke out into that 
vine and prophetic eeftafy mpn- 
tioned by the evangelift, and 
died foon after. Epiphanius 
adds (i), that the noble tefti- 
mony he gave to dus new-born 
Saviour, fo exafperated the Aub- 


bom JevjSy that they denied 
him common burial. 

. Another fet, which makes him 
pne of the feventy interpreters of 
the verfion, mentioned in 
a former fefixon (a), tell us, that 
when he came to tranilate the 
prophecy, juA now mentioned, 
he found his faith Aagger ; buc 
that his doubts were happily dif- 
pelled by this revelation, that 
he (hould fee the accomplifli- 
ment of it before he died (3). 
So that at rhat/ate he muA have 
lived to a mod old age, fince, 
at the lowed, that verfion was 
made above two hundred years 
before Clu-iA, and thofe inter- 
preters were fcarcely chofen out 
of the youngeA tribe. 


(9) xzli. 3. (X) Pi «rf. mart, propttt.* (2} X. 

p. 239, & 6^ «0r« (3} Dt ki AUat. uki Juprs^ 
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by angeb, attefted by prophets, and confirmed by famaaierable 
miracles, the infallible foals of heaven, came yet to be rejected' 
and perfecuted even to death, and be^nd, by thofe who were 
the keepers and expounders of thofe oracles, which foretold and 
typified him, and ^e-witnefles of all his ftupendous works* For 
. th^gh we are writing the hiftory of the JiWs^ and not of the 
Chriftians, yet, forafmuch as the deftrufbon of their temple. 
One of thec\ty<f and commonwealth, was owing to their refuting to ac- 
eau/es of knowlege the Meffiah, after he had fulfilled in his own perfon 
the Jews all that the prophets had written of him ^ ; it will be neceflary 
tncrcdu- to examine, by what prejudices and infatuation they brought 
this total and lading defolation upon their country ai^ nation ; 
and, upon a review of the dodrines peculiar to each fe£t, it will 
be found, that their invincible attachment, each to their own 
tenets, were the main cauib and hafteners of it (G). 
jofephusV yofephus reckons four principal ones among the Jews ; i . The 
account ^pharifces ; 2* fadducees; 3* etienians; and, 4. the GalilaanSj 
them, 07 the fadion of Judas Galilaus^^ The evangelifts add that 
of the Herodians to the two former, and mention nothing of the 
two laft, probably becaufe they did not oppofe the gofpel with 
that inveteracy which the others did. How powerful and nu- 
merous the pharifaic fe6f was among the meaner, and what 
fway that of the fadducees bore among the opulent, and wliat 

^ Luke c. ult ver. 25^ & feq* Acts iii. 12^ ad 22, &alib. p£ir. 
^ Antiq 1. xviii. c. i, & feq. Bell. Jud. 1. ii. c. 7, Sc alib. paff. 

(G) For, on the one hand, drew fhll vaft muftitudes after 
that erroneous and pernicious them. On the other hand, the ir- 
opinion, which every one of reconcileable hatred which every 
them obdinately held of a tern- fe£t bore, either to each other, 
poral McfTiah, and conquering on account of their different 
deliverer, was attended with two tenets, or againft Chriftiaiiity, 
very fatal confequences, namely, which was ftill more oppofite to 
the rejedling the true one, whom their own, did fo weaken and 
they law appear in a quite oppo> ditirafl the whole body, that, in- 
fite charafter ; and their feeking Bead of joining their united 
him inkhofe impoflors, who flat- counfel and ftrength againft their 
tered them in their deluiion, and opprefTors, they did as much 
ripened them into an open rebel- ftrengthen them by their mutual 
lion. Such vtzsjudas GultUeusfht ^euds and perfecutions, as they 
head of the Gaulonitijh fe£t or exafperated them by their fe- 
faftion, which proved the mo- ditious and boftile behaviour, 
ther of infinite mifehiefs to that and made their own ruin fo much 
infatuated nation, and haftened the eafier to complete. Ail 
their total ruin ; to fay nothing which will be better feen by the 
of feveral other pretenders to fequel, efpecially by a Ihortview 
the character either of the Mef- of each of thofe fefts. 
tiah, or of his for,;runner, which 

perpetual 
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perpetual wars each waged againft the other, tias been already 
freouentW hintd^ and will now be better underftood, by a fliorc 
review of their diflerent tenets. 

L The rife of the pharifecs is very much unknown : pbari/eef, 

claim, indeed, their famous doctor often mentioned mtheir ori- 

this chapter, for their father, as he is fuppofed by feme to have^iff, 
lived during the pontificate of Jonathan^ about %n hundred and 
fifty years before the birth of Chrift, but by others later ; and 
more juftly too, fince, if he be the Polho mentioned hyjofe^us^ 
along with the famous Sameas^ he muft have lived about the 
time of Ibrod^ long before whom the pharifaic k& was in high 
repute. It is therefore likely, they claim him rather as an orna<- 
ment, than as the author of their fe£l (H) 

Wb have formerly had occafion to mention one of their h- Tenets, 
vourite tenets, namely, that of an oral tradition conveyed dovm oral tradi- 
from Mofesy and to which they attributed the fame divine au- 
thonty as to the facred books K This being (Irenuoufly oppofed 
by the fadducees, as well as the Samaritansy and the Caraites (a 
of which we (hall give feme account at the clofe of this 
fedion), made thefe cqurily detefied by them. But none more 
incuned their hatred and refentment than our Saviour, who took 
all proper o^cafions of reproving them for the unjuftifiable pro* 
ferencv? which they gave this pretended tradition to the written 
yiord of God, and for condemning thofe as apofiates worthy 
of death, who paid not the fame, or even a greater regard to 
tlic former than to the latter. 

Anoth*e r tenet of theirs, in oppolition to the fadducees, was, BelieJ of 
that of the being of angels, the immortality of the foul, x^xiv^tingels^and 
KfiUon, and future rewards. But, as to this laft, they firft ex-" 
duded all that were notorioufly wicked from having any fhare^'^^* 
in it, and fent them immediately after their death into ever- 
hfting punifhment (I}« 

A THIRD 

^ Sec before, vol iii. p. 5, (B), 8 c fcq. 

(H) As to the pharifees, it is with others (4), from another 
probable, they did not begin to ftnfe of that word, fignifying 
diftinguife tliemfelves, till the recompence or retribution, in 
oppofite fe^i of the fadducees oppofition to their antagonifts, 
ftarted up, and made them, by who denied and derided it, at 
degrees, run into the other leaft as to a fbture life. 

)»eme. This feeros evident, from (I) Jofepbus, who was him- 
riie etymon of their name, whe- felf a llnft as well- as learned 
ther we derive it, with the gene* pharifee, affirms, that thofe fjn* ^ 
ralityof€ritics,fromthe/frJmv, rits, which they oiled devih, 

0*10^ CO divide or feparate, or, were no other than the foul$ of 
(4) Vtd* Bafnagebi^, detjutfi,* / »i. eh. it, fiff, 2. 
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Fatality. A THIRD tenet was, that all things were ftibfeA to 6 te 
(or, as fome expreflfed it, to the heavens), excejic the fear of 
God. It is not cafy to guefs what they meant by it : 
phus n, indeed, will have it, that thejr defigned to reconcile, 
bv this unaccountable jumble, the fatality or predeftination of 
the ellencs with the free-will of the faddurees. If fb, this 
is not the only ^bfurdity, or even contradi6);ion, which they 
held ; but our learned bifhop Bull feems to have proved, that 
they attributed all to fate, or to that chain of caufes,' to which 
the Creator had fubje£led all things from the beginning 
among which the influence of the heavenly bodies was looked 
upon to be one of the principal (K). 

But 

^ Joseph, ubi fupra. Vid. & andq. I. xiii. c. 9, ic xviii. c. i, a. 
^ Harmon, apoft. diflert. pofiier. €.15. 

fuch wicked men, who, ftill re* (K) This feems hinted at by 
taining their miichievous pro- Sc. Jamesy in the beginning of 
penfity, were ever feeking to his epiftle to his new convertSgu 
annoy thofe of the living by Ob'* where he explodes that pharifai- 
feffions, r. In the next place, cal leaven by the moft beautiful 
this refurredlion, in thofe that oppofidon of the immutability 
were admitted to it, was no of God, the giver of all go^, 
more than a tranfmigration from to the mutability of the planets, 
one body to another, more or which, according to that notion, 
lefs happy, according to their be- mu ft neceflarily vary their 
haviour in their rormer ftate, pe^s from a benign to a malevo- 
Thus the difciples alked our Sa- lent one, and vice verjoy even 
viour, Who had finned, the by the natural change of their 
blind man before them, or his courfes (7). 
parents, that he fhould be punifti- Here was then a new foam 

ed with blindnefs (5): and thus of diflike to Cbrift's ^ftrine, 
Herddy and the multitude, fop- which affirms men to be the ao- 
pofed Chrift to be cither John thors of their own unbelief dsf* 
thebaptift, Eiiasy or fome other obedience, obftinacy, and fo ad- 
prophet rifen from the dead (6). fwerable for tfaat» and all the tnin 
when, therefore, that Divine of evils which it brings after it 
Mafter came to preach to them (8). Itmuft be owned, however, 
a more glorious refurredion, this that fome critics have given a dif- 
proodfeftcooldnotbatlookupon ferent fenfe to woids, 

it as a derogation from what they and, whilft one makes the Jews 
thought their fnperior authority from it to fall into the worlhip of 
and judgment ; witich was there- angels, as having the government 
foie the more oflenfive to them, of thofe heavenly bodies (9), 
as coming from fo mean, illite- others have endeavoured to dlf« 
late, and contemptible a perfon. colpate them even from thrir 

(5) J 9 bn ix. s. ’ \ Matt. if. 2. xfi. 14, & ahh. (7) Jamu. e. U 
9 %f ij. yid. ftf Bi rl. nnaditaiion 9/ tbe feertd tiaffttu Md, 

int. aU mu. xa^. 57^ (9) MarwSta ef. bijt. da Jiufs, 1 . iu 

€• lotPS. 7 * 

known 
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But their aioft diftnguiibed charaficr^ and that which Tradah- 
rendemi Atm inoft obnoxious to the juft cenfures of Chrift^ff#/ cuf' 
was their fupererogatory attachment to the ceremonial law, rMii. 
their frequent waihings^ faftings^ and prayings, their public 
aHns-deeds, hunting after profelytes, fcrupulous tjthinj^, a^ 
feAed gravityof dreft, gefture, and mortified Imks; their 
building the tombs of tkt prophets, to tell the worlds that 
they were more righteous than their anceftors, who murdered 
them, though themfelves were then plotting the death of the 
heft and greateft of all the prophets ; their over-fcrupulous 
obfervance of the fabbatb, to the exclufion of works of the 
greateft charity, and many more of the like nature | whilft 
they were wholly negligent of the moral and eternal law of 
mercy and juftice, of charity, humility, and the like indif* 
penfable virtues. The heft of them, contenting themfelves 
with abftaining from the fini(hlnga£h of any fin, ^indulged them* 
felves in all the thoughts, defires, and complacencies, which 
came (hort of it ; whilft others, more hardened m their vices, 
made no fcruple, not only to covet, but to devour poor 
widows houfes ; to commit the vileft of oppreffions, injuftices, 
and cruelties, and to encourage it in tbeir own difciples, un-* 
der the fpecious cloak of religion and fanAity* Well might 
Chrift thenacomparc them to whited iepulcres, beautiful in«- 
deed without, but within full of rottennefs and corruption * 

The 

^ Matt, xxiii. 27, Sc alib. * 

known attdebment to aftrology, virtues he there boalb of, wliac- 
by pretending, that by the hea- ever chanel he might fuppofe 
VCIA8 is meant no more than the they flowed to him from : and 
eternal decrees of God, which, doth not this at leail: mumace,. 
are yet |foppof<Ki very coofiiient that he looked upon the want of 
with the notioQ of a freedom of thofe virtues in the defpifed pub** 

Both Tides had an end licaa to be owing to his being 
to ierve, and feem to argue ac- deprived, by the fame arbitrary 
cording to their different notions; wUI or decree, of that fiiperior 
which it is not our bufineft to grace which produced them in 
enter further into, much lefi to him ? All whi^ is contrary like** 
reconcile the pharifees notion, if wife to the dofoine of Chrift ; 
it was really theirs, of a freedom which teaches, us, that God dif* 
of will, with the abfolute and tributes to every man fufficient 
eternal decree of the SuprAne ihare of it tof profit withal, and 
Beihg. Sure it feems, from thn increafes it ecc^ing to the imt 
addreib of the proud pharifee penvemeot they make of it. 
with, God, I ihmni ihuii), that (L) Hence thatfiiul and jib* 
he looked upon him as the ori- diciaL infetuetion, which made 
ginal iburce of all thofe failed them overlook all the miracles 

(1) Sffnag^ uhi fitfra, fiO* 7, td fif* (s) tnki xiiu* If* 

Hb4 which 
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Exfeaa- Th £ faft cirroneous notion wt ihaH mention of theiA« 
ihtt of a which was indeed common to the other feds, but more 
temporal exadly tallied with the haughty, rapacious, and cruel temper 
Mijpah. of the pharifees, was their expe^tion of a glorious conquer- 
ing Meffiah, who was to bring the whqle world under the 
"JewiJh yoke \ infomuch that there was fcarce a kennel- 
raker among them, that did not exped to be made governor 
of fome opulent province under him (M). 

SaJductes II. Th£ fadducean fed was no lefs oppolite to the dodrine 
Jetty the of Chrift. We have already given fome account, in a for^ 
refurre- mer fedion P, of their rife, and of their favourite tenet, that 
Sec, there was neither refurredion, reward, or punifhment, nor 
even life, after this. They added, that God was the only 
immaterial being ; in confequence of which, they admitted 
neither angels, nor any fpiritual fubftances, but him. Whe- 
ther this was the original dodrine of Saddoc their founder, as 
the talmudiils and Jofephus affirm ; or whether thefe, and 
(bme of their other epicurean principles, were afterwards gra- 
dually introduced by his loofe difciples, in order to rid them- 
feives of the dread of a fad hereafter, as fome moderns think ; 
it is plain this tenet was very rife with them in our Saviour's 
time ; which made them take feveral opportunities of op- 
pofing and ridiculing his dodrine of the refurredion 4 . 

Jfirm a Another of their tenets, equally oppofite to the phari- 
/elf/uffici*t^^9 and tp the dodrine of Chrilf, was> that man was m/fjtw 
enej* abfolute mafter ol all his adions, and ftood in no need of any 

v Page 238, k feq. 0 Matt. xxii. 23, Sc feq. Sc alib. plur. 


which he wrought before their 
eyes, becaufo he chofe to do fome 
bf them on the fabbath ; as if 
healing the fick, giving ears to 
the deaf, eyes to the blind, life 
to the dead, was a violation 
infiead of an hallowing of that 
day ; and muft denominate him 
a profane perbn, a fabbath- 
breaker, a fidfe prophet, and fe- 
dacer, or any other odious name, 
rather than what thob nfhracu- 
loos works, long before foretold 
by the prophets, demonfirated 
him to be, the hfefiah, and fte- 
dmse# of mankind. 

(M) How unlikely then was 


it, that a meek and humble Je» 
fus, whole dodrine breathed no* 
thing but humility, peace, difin- 
tereftednefs, fincerity, contempt 
of the world, and worldly things, 
and univerfal love and benefit 
cence, fhould ever be relilhed by 
that proud, covetous, and hypo- 
critk^ fed, or even by the reft 
of the populace, as long as thefe 
their demagogues fo ftrenuoufly 
oppofed it 1 But we fhall inlarge 
no further upon them : thofe who 
are defirous to know more, may 
confult the authors quot^ bCf 
low(s). 


(3) Lifhtfooie, Drufiutf Serrertus, Calmefj pref, in emnt, tn Mare* bf Pnd^ 
Jih ji, C, 107. ' 

a)^anca 
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afltftance lb choole or a® Tot ibis reafen they were always 
moft feverc in their fentetices, whenever thev lat as judges. 

J^fiphus adds, in another place •, that they looked upon the 
I>eity as above interineddling with human aSkirs ; which is, 
in effieft, denying a providence, and confcquently all reli- 
gion (N). 

They rejeded all the pretended oral traditions of aU 

phaiifees, and ftuck clofc to the text of tbefacred 
and gave the preference to thofe of Mofit above the reft. ^ 

the jtws did fo, and do to this day ; and, had they abfolutely 
denied the authority of the latter, it is not likely they couU 
have efcaped being feverely reproved for it, either by our Sa^ 
yiour and his apoAles, or even by Jofephus^ who gives them 
fuch a foul charader m other points $ and yet he owns \ 
that they received Te^ the written books ; which 

exprefiion is too general, and too much in their favour, to have 
flowed from his pen, could he have charged them with rejeft- 
ing any of them* (O). 

Some 

' Antiq. 1 . xiii. c. 9. * Bell. Jud. 1 . if. c. 7, & alib. * Antiq. 

). xiii. c. 18. * Vid Lb Clcrc. Jiifloh ecclef. proleg. fe&. 1* 

fcfl. 3. 

(N) But this favours too much has no other foundation, than 
flftthe pharifaic fcandal ; and it that our Saviour chofe to confute 
can hardly be fuppofed, that men them only from the pentateucb* 
of fuch prinoples ihould not only (O) Thofe who will have them 
continue uncenfured and uncon to receive only the pentateuch, 
demned by the fanhednn, but be add another argument to that 
jM^rmicted to have accefs to the above-mentioned, and equally 
temple, to propofe their queflions inconcluiive ; to wit, that the 
and objeAions, and perform their other facred books did too plainly 
dkvotions there, as freely as any impugn their particular doftrincs: 
pharifee j and, which is Hill more but mafl not they, for the &me 
iurprtfing, ihould be fuffered to reafon, have rejefled thofe of 
All the higheft dignities in church l/lofu ? Are there not number^ 
and flate. Befkles, fuch princi- left inflanoes of angels and feirits ? 
pies feem altogether incompatible and are there not hkewife feveral 
Wkh their allowed belief of the pregnant proofs in them, if not 
Mtfaic books, though they had of a refurredUon, at leaft of the 
readied all the reft, as they an rewards and punifhmeats of a fll- 
by fome fuppoied to have done ture life (6) f * The very pluu 
(4). But Sc^H^er, we think, has rifees theniMves laid down, aa 
fuffidendy cleared them of even a fltndamencal prindpte, that it 

laft imputation (5), which was not enough to believe the 


( 4 ) in Mattb, Ong, e«t, Celf U i. Sfrrar, tnbaref, / li. Pri4, vht 

(S) Eimbf trib/sref, MKt Srrrar, r, 


(upr9 

fifra. 


< 6 } Fiit Sta^tg. ubi 
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OtbiTpar* SoMX Other pretended erroneous tenets thty sie cbsigedy 
tieular ig-hy JoJiphus and the tdlmudifts to have held, partteuMrly 
*r//. that of condemning polygamy, as forbid by the Mofaic law ; 
but, as they were not oppoiite to the Chriftian doArine, nor aa 
obilacie to their receiving it, we (hall pafs them by. Thofe we 
have already mentiontd weie more than fufficient to frighten 
them from it. The notion of a future life, univerfai judg- 
ment, eternal rewards and punilhments, to men, whom a 
contrary dodlrine had long foothed into luxury, and an over* 
grown fondnefs for all earthly happinefr, which they looked 
upon a!> the only reward they were to exped for their obedi- 
ence, muft, of neceifity, appear ftrange and frightful } and, 
as fucb, could not but meet with the ftrongeft oppofition 
from them ; efpecially if we add, what Jofephus obferves, 
that they were, for the generality, men of the greateft quality 
and opulence, and, consequently, too apt to prefer the plca- 
fures and grandeur of this life to thoie of another. The 
Jewtjh hiftorian concludes their charader, in oppofition to thole 
of hb own re£l, with telling us, that they were a fet of men 
churlilh and morofe towards each other, and cruel and ra- 
vage to all befidcs ^ (P). 

HI. The 

^ Gloflar. in fanhedr. Vid. ^Menass. Be!« Isr/iel, lib. i. de 
refurreA. more. c. 6. ^ Bell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 7, in £n. 

reforrefUon, unlefs one believed (P) Some have looked upon 
alfe that it was contained in the this to have been quite cut 
law ; fo they called the penta- off at the total of 

teuch. Jerufalem (8). It is true, io- 

Add to all this, that the read- deed, that they were very much 
sng of all the other books in the weakened and thinned by the Ae- 
temple and fynagogues having eimrj, on account of their rk^et 
been introduced long before, as and credit $ but their doQviaes, 
vre have elfcwhere ob&ived (7}, To pleafing to flelh and blood, 
jt is not likely they would have were not likely to continue long 
affified at it ; and yet we do not without freih ^vocates. Acoort^ 
find, that they abfeated them- ingly, we find them fo well re- 
vives from it, either upon that, vived and numerous in Egypt^ 
or apy other account* What, even from the middle of the 
thersfbrc,the learnedAfrivn^ lafi- third or beginning of the fourth 
quoted (ays of theia> ftems mod century, that JmmMtus, Origm*^ 
probably to havewbera their cafe, ifiafter, thought it high time to 
namely, that they Hd not re- write againil them, or rathev 
jeft them, but only emunded againfl; the y^ws^ for fuflhring 
them in a different 6nie firom the them to propagate their irreligl- 
cthtryews. ous principles. Some, we are 

' (7) hefire, p, Rio, ( 8 ) iTid, Simfi, hf/l trit, V* T. 

Priif. 

toU, 
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HI. The Htridism Ere To little known, that ire need notHcrodi- 
if^onder at the vaft variety nf opinions, which both the an*ans« 
tient fathers, and the have entertained concerning 

them, and of which the bare mention would fweil us beyond 
our bounds (QJ ; for it is fdain, from the evaogelifls, that 
they made a confiderable fed or party in vAir Saviour’s time s 
that they differed from thoft of the pharifecs, fadducces, and 
eflentans i and that they held fome particular tenets of a dan- 
gerous nature, (ince Cnrift thought fit to forewarn his difciples 
againft their leaven It is true, (bme have confounded thenii 
with the fadducees r, becaufe St. Matthew^ in a parallel 
place mentions them inftead of the Htrodtans, Bur, as they 
are often mentioned elfewhere, in contradiftindton to them 
it is likely, that one evangelift only fupplies what the other 
has omitted. Hence it follows likewife, that they were not 
a kind of yetvijh confraternity inftituted in honour of 

and like the Roman fodales, auguftales, (which 
were not inftituted in that empire till a long time after 
Herod^n death) as Tome have imagined but a real feA, 
diftinA from the reft in their principles and interefts (R). 

How- 


X Mark viii. 15. r Hamm. Le Clerc» & al. in loc. fup. 

citat. Harpimn. num. * Matt. xvi. 6* * Conf. loc. fup. 

citat. cum Matt. xxn. 16, St alib ^ Scalig. amm. in chroiu 
Bv^see. 18S2. Casavjbon. proleg. inexemt. Baronlan. 


told, are ftiU to be met with 
in and elfewhere, who 

deny a future life, and hold all 
the other tenets of that fed (9). 
Perhaps, were they lefs odious to 
ihefober part of mankind, we 
fliould hnd them more numerous 
than they appear. However, 
bad as they are, we are told, by 
chronologer (1), of a 
learned Sfamjh rabbi, named 
Jlfarag^ who, in the twelfth 
century, wrote a book in de- 
fence of that fed 1 wherein he 
affirmed, that the purity of the 
JtwiJh religion was only to be 
ibund among them, the 
pharifees clogged it with an in- 
noity of netd^ and intolerable 
ceremonies. 


(Q) as wc have hint- 
ed above, makes no mention of 
them ; and, if the mod; general 
notion be right, that they were 
a fet of men who cried up Herodi 
as theMeffiah,we need not be fur- 
prifed, that this flattering hiflo^ 
nan fliould pa(s by a fed which 
applied thofe prophecies to that 
JeiAfiJb monarch, with which 
himftlf was complimenting his 
favourite emperor 

Jian^ as we fhall fee in the fe^uel* 
How Pbih comes likewife ce bo 
fllent of them, is pad our fiaduig 
out. • 

(R) There is likewife a dif' 
ferent opinion concerning thwn, 
among tnoie who affirm them to 
have believed Hmd to be the 


(9) Vtd, Bdfiug» I, ii. r. 15, faff, Calmet, itfftrt, ie fiSf* Jud, tn 

ft-Qh tn evang^ Mart, at,fuf, mt$t, (i) Gjuuk Tvemae^ Dav/d, 

Meffiaht 
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However, other critics have, with greater probability^ 
reduced that fe£t into a kind of Herodian fadlon, fet up in 
oppofition to the pbarifees and zealots $ and, that the Herodlaij 
maintained the lawfulnefs of acknowleging and paying tribute 
to the kings that were fet over them by the l^omans^ which was 
abfolutely denied by the latter. The former iikewife excufed 
feveral unlawful innovations which had been made by Hend tbi 
Greats and his fucceflbrs, as the effects of neceffity rather than 
choice ; whereas the latter decried them as heatbenifl), idola- 
trous, and the efFedls of a bafe complaifancc for the Koman em 
perors* Another critic, often quoted in this chapter ^ for his 
new genealogies of the Herodian family, pretends, they were a 

* Hard. ap. Baskao. fe£t. 1 1, &feq. 

Mefiiah ; namely, which of the HeroJias from his brother Philip, 
kings of that name they gave and caufed John the baptiil to be 
that title to (2). Some thought beheaded on her account, to 
it was to Herod I. furnamed the have been the Mefltah cried up 
Great, on account of his fuprrior by this fedt, feem to judge with 
prowefs, riches, magnificence, and more probability. It is true, his 
of his kingdom’s extending even dominions were confined within 
beyondF*3/^iffr,wliichwa8more much narrower bounds than his 
than any of his fucceiTors could father*s ; but then^it is as plain, 
koaft or. They add, that he notwithfianding all pa- 

caufed all the genealc^ies and re- negyrics on him, that his ambi^ 
cords concerning the family of tion was as unlimited ; witnefs 
Dofuid to be defiroyed, to pre- his joining in the confpiracy with 
vent their being urged in oppo- Sejanus^ and the vafll magazines 
lition to his own lineage. But he had filled with arms, and of 
all this is eafily confut^ by the which we (hall fpeak in its pro- 
fingle confideracion, that, if he per place. It is not, therefore, 
had been the peribn whom they improbable, that this prince, no 
took for the Meffiah, his dread- lefs politic than ambitious, who 
ful death, which was looked up- is, on that account, called 
on as a judgment from heaven, by a more impartial jitd^ (3}, 
to iay noming of his wicked might take the advantage of the 
and Imtefttl reign, would long nniverfal ekpeflation which the 
before have convinced them of ^beninoftheMefllah, 

their error i whereas we find to form a party or fe^ of para- 
themfiill very numerous, famed, fites, who ihould give it out, 
and zealous for their in our that he was the glorious perfon 
Savioor*s time, above thirty tltey looked for ; and that nation 
years after that monarch’s death, did not want for men at that 
Thofe, therefore, who think that time baft enough to flatter his 
bis fbn Herod, furnamed Antipat, ambition with tmu facred cicle*^ 
fhe fame who cook the infiunoui 
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fea of olatonk phtloiophcra^ wboni jfntipaiir had brought 
from Jthens ; and adds, that they held pretty much the fame 
dodrine as the fadducees^ or rather, that tbofe in Judica 
were the fame with them. The reader may fee that fanguine 
author lufficiently jconfuted by Bafnage^ in the place above- 
quoted. Bexa^ on the contrary, infers, that tl^ey agreed 
with the pharifees in denying the lawfulnefs of the tribute, 
frohi the infnaring quefiion they came to put to our Saviour 
But it is rather plain, that their defign, and more efpecially 
that of the pharifees, who fent them to him, was of another 
nature (S). 

IV. The next was that of the Gaulomtes^ fo named fromTu- Gaulon- 
das the Gaulonite^^ or GaUlaan^ as he is called by St. Luie ^ices. 

It began to appear foon after the banifhment of Archelatis^ 
when his territories were made a Roman province, and the 
government given to Copenlus. For the fews looking upon 
this as an open attempt to reduce them into flavery, Judas 
took the advantage of their difcontent to put himfelf at their 
head, and to ripen them for an InfurrefUon. Auguftus fur- 
nilhed him with a plaufible pretence for it, by iiTuing out his 
edi£l to have the whole province of Syria new-furveyed, and 
taxed, about this time. Judas y therefore, who was a man of 
uncommon ambition, took occafion from it to difplay all his 
eloquence to convince the JexvSy that fucb a fubmiffion was 
lefs than bafe idolatry, and fetting men upon the level 

* InMATTH. xxii. i5, « Vid. antiq. 1. xviii. 6 . i, a* 

^ V. 3^. 


(S) Thefc had been, juft be- 
fore, determining at any rate to 
‘etatangle him in his anfwers, that 
they might find fome matter to 
acenfe him, becaufe he had been 
fetting forth a parable that touch- 
ed them to the quick. They 
therefore font their own dif- 
di^es, in company with the 
Hirodiansy to entrap him with 
the queftion in difpute between 
them. Is it lerwful to fay trihuts 
to Casfar ( 4 ) ? If he anfwcrcdTin 
the aiRrmative, they could objeft 
againft him, that he was an im- 
poftor, and not, what he pretend- 
ed, the Meifiab, who was to free 
* them from all foreign yoke and 


impoft; and upon this they could 
commence a criminal procefe a- 
gainfthim, which would make 
them amends for his having given 
thepreferenceto their antagonilb. 
And if he anfwered in the nega- 
tive, they gained a yiStory over 
them, and at the feme time ex- 
pofed him to their refentment, or 
rather to that of the civil power, 
which, they knew, would not 
fail to crufo both the dodrins^ 
and its Divine Preacher, efpedally 
at fudi a jundure, when chm 
was another new fadion ftarti^ 
up into a fed, which began to 
aj^ar fomewhat dangerous. 


(4) Ptd. Motth„ xxu. 16. a vaa, od ty. 

5 with 
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wiA GoDf ‘who was the only Lord and Sovereign that (^ouM 
cballdnge meir obedience and fiibjedion. The party whrcb 
he drew after him became, in a little time, fo coniiderablc, 
that they put every thing into confulion, and laid the founda- 
tion for thofe great mifchiefs which enAied, and which will 
be feen in the (cqucl (T). 

Effinians. V. Th£ eflenians, though not taken notice of in the 
New Teftament, did yet make a confiderable feA among the 
%«;x, and are very much celebrated by Jofipbus Pmh 
Fliny and by fome of the fathers^ and other Chriftian writers, 
J)oth antient and modern ^ ; and, if they were the fame with the 
haflidim, or afdanim f , as fome have thought, we may add al- 
fo, by the books of Maccabees^ and other JewiJh writers (U). 

It 

* Antiq. 1 . iii. c. 9, 12^, 18. Bell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 7, ic alib. paC 
•* Trad, quod omnis probus liber. * Hift. lib. v. c. 7. ^ Epifh. 

hxref. 29. de Nazar, c. 4. Svio. Tub voc. 'rpo^ero/. Serrar* tri- 
hxref. 1 . iii. c. i. Sc al. inf. citat. f Vid. vol. iii. p. 23$ (P). 

(T] This fcA, as well as that one confent to inquire of Chrift 
of the ffiroJians, lafted no longer concerning the lawfulneft of the 
than till the delbudion ofjeru- tribute : from all which it ieems 
falem : a learned author, lately at lead very probable, that they 
quoted, thinks them to have were only two different parties 
been the fame feA, only called whofplitthemfelves into two ycr- 
by different names by Jofephus tremes from the pharifaic feA ; 
and the evangeliffs (5] ; but what whilft thefe laft kept, as it were, 
h.ib been faid above concerning in a medium between the 
that of the Hcrodians^ we think, complaifance of the Hergdians^ 
fufficiently fhews the contrary, and the feditious fpirit of the 
Had their feA been the fame, Gaulonites ; not perhaps fo much 
they ought to have been more « out of a confeientious princi^c, 
properly called anti-herodians, much lefs out of any Jove either 
ilnce that monarch's authority to Htrod^ or to the Rommu^ «s 
was equally exclaimed againft by from a fear of their power and 
their chief, as that of the Ro- refentment. 
mansi and if their doArine, ^ (U) But this laft is a mere con- 
againft which our Savour fore- jefture, founded only on a fanfied 
warns his difciplcs, had been the conformity between fome of their 
fame with that of the Cea/tfwVv/, principles, and auftere way of 
would it not .have been equally living. The far greater part of 
abfurd to have called it .he mven the effenian feA was chiefly in 
of Herod F tells us, that Egypt i there was but a fmall 

it differed in no point but this number of them in Judaa^ piq- 
from that of the phariiees ; and babW by reason of the grievoos 
the evangelifts introduce the pha- perlttutions, and inteftme broi^, 
nfecs esiOKtrodimis as coming by that raged almoft perpetually in 

( 5 ) Frii, ^ Sgfnagt aki 


it 



jn. fh fSJ^ i/jk^ J<?ws. 

It, would lie next to impofible t6 trace out dteir origitiy ot Their eri* 
even the etymology of their naine> with any certainty ( W) gin. 
Plinj^ in the place above-quoted, tells us, from iVhat autho- 
rity is not ealy to guelb, that they were of feveral thoufand 
years landing ; and, what increafed his wonder, that they 
had fubitiled io long without procreation. But he was in 
part miftaken, becaufe, though one branch of them con- 
demned all intercourfe with women, as apt to extinguifh 
devotion, there was another fort who declared as much 
againft celibacy, as tending to extinguilh the race of mankind, 
as we (hall fee in the fequel. But, to come to more authen- 
tic evidence, the firft eilenians we read of are in the fourth 
book of Maccabees^ under the name of hafdanim and in 
Jofe^us^^ where both agree, that they were already fettled 
in judn^a in the time of Jonathan^ the brother and fuc- 

^ Cap. vi. ^ Antiq. 1 . xiii. c. 9, & 19. Bell. Jud. I. i. c. 3, k 7. 

it (6). And this may be one Cbrift pronounced againft that 
reafon why the evangeliHs make of the pharifees ? 
no menuon of it ; to which we ( W) Jofephus has evaded giving 
may add another, namely, that us the etymology of that narne^ 
their eremitic life, which feclud- moft probably becaufe he knew 
cd them frofli places of great re- not well where to fetch it from ; 
fort, and their overweening pre- and Fhilo^ who derives it from 
-f^ce to a faperior fandity, which the Greek o^'/or, holy, owns it 
inlpired them with a contempt to be ungrammatical ; but this ^ 
for the reft of the world, might has not hindered other critics 
snake theift lefs curious about from aiming at it. Eptpha9nus{j) 
Chnft’8perfonanddo£lrine.They has gone the fartheft for it ofany, 
might think, that if he was really when he derives it from Jeffe 
the Meffiah, he would not fail to the father of David, or, as it is 
come to leek them ; and if he to be read, according to the 
was hot, he had already enemies brew, jtfat or jijhau Sai 
enough to oppofe him, and it mafius derives it from the city of 
was beneath them to leave their Eja, mentioned by Jo/epbus, as 
beloved folitude, and contempla- the place where Zeno had re- 
tive life, merely to declare them- poftted his treafure ( 9 ). 
ftives againft him. What won- If the reader be curious about 
der then, that the facred writers fuch things, he need but read 
fliottld overlook a proud, reclufe, Serrarius (9), where he will find 
and remote fefl;, which neither at leaft a dozen different opiiiiotis 
embraced nor oppofed the ^0- concerning th^ derivation of that 
f]f)el, and whofe afiediation to a word ; enough, we think, to 

E ter and fupererogatory de- give him a di^uft to etymolq^*' 
of bolinefs flood condemned cal conjefiqres. 
he frequent cenfores which 

(6) See Pbile Jofeph. obi Jifrg. (7) Heeref 19. de Nsner, e. 4. (S) jdnt* 

/. XUi. f. 23, (9) Inbmr^ i. III, C. I# V Cafmet, di/fert, defefi* Jud, 

ceiTor 



Tte 

ceflor oC JuditS Ma^c^heus^ aboviiW^buiMlrd aii 4 fifty 
bikfolre Chrift* We have bad occanoa to meintionf out oS 
thor^ two authors, one Jvdas^ a prophet of that feA, who 
foretold the deatH of Anugonus^ brother to Jryidhulus^ tj^ben 
Icing of the Jews^ and which came to pafs accordingly^ tho* 
to the great furprize of even the prophet himfelf And it is 
not improbable, that this anchoretic (eA took its rife a little 
before the time of the Mactabees^ when the faithful Jews 
were obliged to live in defects and caves, to avoid perfecutipn* 
As for thofe who fuppofe them to have been a branch o' the 
ihabiteSf who ilouriflied fo long before the Babylonijb captivi- 
ty o, and of whom we have fpoken largely in a former vo^ 
lume ^ ; we can only fay, they gucfs very much in the 
dark (X). 

The elTenians dtflinguiflied themfelves in their rules, and 
manner of life, into laborious and contemplative, otherwife cal- 
led thirapeuUs : the firft fort of them divided their time between 
prayer and labour, fuch as the cxercife of fome handicraft, or the 
cultivation of fome fpot of ground, where they foWed and plant- 
ed fuch roots, herbs, corn, (stc. as ferved for their food ; and 
the latter, between prayer, and contemplation or ftudy. In 
this laft they confined themfelves to that of the facred books', 
and morality, without troubling themfelves with any other 
branch of philofophy. A late learned author* has indeed 
ranked them among the pyrrhonian or fceptic phtlofophers \ ; 
and it is true, they were very modeft in their affirmations '^in 
points of divinity, and condemned the dogmatic afllirance of 

" Sec before, feft. 3 p. 347, & not (U). ® Vid Sum ubi fiipra. 
P Vol. iv. ip. 136, (S). ^ Hveu foiblcfTe l*eatendcjuent# 

1. i. c. i4« fe£t. 6i. 


(X) We have already hinted 
their different opinions concern- 
ing marriage and celibacy. Thofe 
wh^o allowed the former, were 
yet very fparing of matrimonial 
intercourfe, and wholly abilained 
from it on the night before the 
fiibbath, and ocher fcftivals, on 
laft*days, and the like ; and, at 
other times, they we**e ho lefs 
careful to wa(h, and ufe other 
purifications, after it. The other 
branch, who condemned it, did 
likewife difallow all fervitude, 
and thought the diilinAion of 


mafierand fervant to beagatnil 
the law of nature 1 for whidh 
reafon they never indulged theiU- 
felves the ufe of the latter : and^ 
when any of them was, either 
through old age, iicknefs, or 
ocher accident, rendered incapa- 
ble of helping himfelf, he re- 
ceived all proper aflKlance from 
the younger, who all expreffed 
an uncommon readinefs, or even 
emulation, to perfbrm that duty 
to him. But the other fort al- 
lowed themfelves fervants fpr aU 
inferior offices (i). 


(I) yof,& Fill, ul^tfufra. 





W. tt. ^ w#7«wi. ^ 

the Other $ but, that they ever deigned to d!ve into the 
Writings of the academy, or other philofophers, feems im* 
probable, from the fingular contempt they ftewed of all the 
other JewtJb feiSls ; how much more ot thofe of the liea- 
thens (Y) f 

Both the contemplative and laborious had their fyna* 
gogues, their Hated houis for prayer, for reading and ex- 
pounding the facred books. This latter province w.»s alwajs 
performed by the elder fort, who were fcated at the upper 
end, according to their feniority, whiUt the younger, who 
were peimitted to read the proper parafhas, or lefjns, were 
placed at the lower cud. I’htii expolitions were generally of 
the allegorical kind, in which they feem to have outvied all 
their brethren. Jiut they paid the greateft rcg.ud to 

the five books of Mofes^ and looked upon that lawgiver .ts the 
head of all the infpiied penmen ; infomuch that they con- 
demned to immediate deatli whofoever fpokc difiefpcdlfully 
either of him, or his writings. Upon this account they ftudied, 
read, and expounded him more than all the reft ; and feein to 
have chiefly drawn all their divinity fiom the pcntatcuch. The 
doflrines and expofitions of the ciders weie received with 
implicit faith ; and, in thcii pradlicc, they conformed, with 
an intirc fubmiflion, to all the rules of their feeft. To give 
a full account of them, were to copy out ""Jofefhus and Phih^ 
^Jio have written more largely about them, and to whom wc 
cho’ofe rather to refer our leaders, who want a fuller detail. 
As for us, we {hall content ourfelves with giving them a Ihort 
Iketch, ouf of thefe tw'o authors (Z), of their faith and pra- 
Aice, as far as they differed from the other fc£fs ; and, as 
they are, in fume mcafurc, foicigii to the hiftory of they^wr. 


(Y) For^ with refpc^l to even 
the former, they refufed to con> 
verfe with them, for fear of con* 
trailing fome pollution ; and this 
notion they caiiied fo far, as 
even to abfent thcmfelves from 
going to the temple, and con- 
tented themfelves with fending 
their offerings to it by other 
hands. , 

(5J) It will not be amifs to 
oblcrve to our readers, that their 
accounts of this fed differ in fome 
particulars, which may be pro* 
Dably owing to the difference 
there was between thofe of Ju- 


daay and thofe of Eg^pt, Jofe- 
phusy we may reafonably fuppofe, 
was better acquainted with the 
former, and Philoy who w-as of 
AU\andi tuy with the latter ; and 
both may have defciibed them 
according to the particular in- 
formations they had received con- 
cerning each, 

Ilowevei, agrees with 

Joftphu^^ that thofe of 
amounted to but about four 
thoufand ; but he makes thofe 
of Eg}pi to be vallly more nu- 
merous. 


VoL. X. 
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9^^ Hifiory of ihi Jck^. % XK 

we (hall content ourfelves with mentioning them in the 
note (A). 

Those 


(A) With refpcfl to their faith, 
they ^Heved the being of angels, 
the immortahty of the foul, a 
future date of rewards and pu- 
nifhments, like thephariiees; but 
feem to have had no notion of 
the refurredlion. They looked 
upon the fouls of men as com- 
pofed of a mod fubtle aether, 
which, immediately after their 
reparation from the body, or from 
their cage or prifon, as they af- 
feded to call it, were adjudged 
to a place of cndlefs happmefs or 
mifery : that thofe of the good 
took their flight over the ocean, 
into fome warm and delightful 
regions prepared for them, whild 
thofe of the wicked were con- 
veyed into fome cold and intem- 
perate climates, where they were 
left to groan under an inexpref- 
iible endlefs weight of inifery. 
Some other Pythagorean notions 
are likewiie attributed to them 
(z), neithei with certainty, nor 
of great moment. One thing, 
however, is remarkable, that, 
among their offerings which they 
made to the temple, they never 
fent any living cieatures to be 
iacrificed there. But, whether 
they did it with any regard to the 
Pytbagot ean dodnne of tranfmi- 
gration, or from any other mo- 
tive, we will not determine ; 
much Icfs pretend to reconcile 
this abflinence from bloody facri- 
lices with their pretended regard 
to the Mofuic law ar. 1 writings, 
where they are abfolutely in- 
joined. 

They were likewife intirely 
averfe from thefadducean dodlrine 
of free-WiHi and attributed all 


to an eternal 6tality, or chain 
of caufes, little fhorc of that of 
Spino/a ; fo that they feem to 
have run into the other extreme, 
whim the pharifees appear to 
have kept a kind of m^ium be- 
tween them. The effenians were 
averfe to all kinds of oaths ; and 
affirmed, that a man's good life 
ought to be fuch, as that he may 
be credited in every thing with- 
out them. The therapeutic fort 
placed the excellency of their 
contemplative life in railing their 
minds fo far above the earth, as 
to be able to fee from thence 
what is done in heaven. When 
they attained to thia degree, they 
could dive into the nature of an- 
gels ; give them proper names, 
or rightly in tcrpre> thofe already 
given ; and pry fo far into futu- 
rity, as to acquire the chara^cr 
of prophets We have had oc- 
caiion to mention fome of them 
already at the beginning of this 
article, and in the courie of this 
chapter All we need add, is, 
that when they had once gained 
this name, they .bailed not to be 
highly refpedltd. not only by 
their own fraternity, but by 
both kings and people. We have 
feen, in a former feftion, even 
Herod Ihew a more than or- 
dinary regard for the whole 
fedt, for the fake of one of 
them, who had foretold his ac- 
ceffion to lYityenjutJh crown ; and 
aft a time when they were ftre- 
nuoufly oppofing his favourite 
fcheme of obliging the whole na- 
tion to fwear allegiance to him. 

In their pradlice they outdid 
all the other fcdls in auflerity. If 


( 2 ) 4 aw. f, 9 , ^ /. av. r, jj, ad Jin. 


tit 



" "Those of Jujia^ livfd, according to Pli^ and Jofephus *■, 
in a defcrt in the neighbourhood of Hehron^ about twenty miles 
fouth of Jeruffdsm^ 

Tki3 

r Vid. antiq. 1. xiii. c. g,&tg, I. c. 13 , ad fin. 


we may credit PMff, it was a 
fundamental maxim with them, 
upon their entrance into the the- 
Irapeucic life, to renounce the 
world, and all their worldly pro- 
perties, which they, it feems, 
gcncroufly divided among their 
friends and relatioizs^ wJiom they 
left behind tliem in it. They 
never eat til! after funfet, and the 
bell of their food was coarfe bread, 
with fome fait, and hyilbp, or 
fome fuch ilomachic hei Some 
of them, he tells u&, would eat 
but every third, and others every 
fixth day ; and all of them veiy 
fparingly eve/i of that poor chear 
they were allowed. 'rhv.ir death* 
VPfi was made of coarfe wool, 
but white They con- 
demned all forts of unctions and 
perfumes ai luxurious and effe- 
minate. Their bed^ weie haid, 
and their fleep Ihoi t. In a woid, 
as they looked upon all thefe 
aallerities as the moll cfFe*ctual 
means to procure the favour of 
heaven, and the edeem of the 
brotherhood, to fay nothing of 
that of the world, they never 
thought they com Id carry them 
to excefs. Their heads or fu- 
periors were generally choien ac- 
cording CO fenioiity, unlefs there 
ilarted up (onie of the brocher- 
hood.more conlpicuous for learn- 
ing, pieiy, prophetic fpirit, or 
other diihnguilhing merit. 
But fome there were fo very con- 
templative, that they never llirrcd 
out of their cell, nor even looked 
t>uc at a window during the whole 
week. Thefe Ipenc their time in 


reading of the /acred books, and 
writing comments upon them. 

On the fabbath-day they re- 
paired to their fynagogucs early 
in the morning, and continual 
the whole day there in prayer?. 
Tinging of pfalms, reading, or in 
expounding the /acred books ; at 
which time they kept thcmfelvet 
in the profoundeft filencc. The 
feaft of pentecofl was obferved 
by them with greater folemnity 
than other fellivals ,* in me- 
mory, it feems, of the Ifraelites 
pafling the Red Sea, and of that 
folemn euchanilical hymn which 
waa alternately fung by the choirs 
of men and women, with Jaton 
and Min am at their head : in 
imitation of which, both fexes, 
during this fcall, went early to 
the f>nagogue in their white ha- 
bit, H'iwiy wafhed ; and, after 
the iifual prayer*!, reading, Csfr. 
the men and women, each in their 
fcpcnitc cJioir, fet thcmfclves a 
finging and dancing, moving re* 
gularly backwards and forwards 
to the right and left, to and from 
each other, till at length their 
devotion was raifed to fuch a 
pitch, that they forgot the dif- 
icjcrice of foxes ^nd both choirs 
intcrniiugbd, and continued dan- 
cing and linging the whole night. 
On the next morning they faced 
about Towards the fuu-rifing,thcir 
ufual poiition at prayers, paid 
their adorat;on to the Supreme 
Being, wifhed each ocher a good 
day, and retired each to their re- 
fpcdlive cells. To all this we may 
add, that they liad fome other 
li z mor# 



,4^4 ,• Tbe Hiftety ef tbe B. ISK' 

This city, which we have fpoken of in a former volume*, 
being generally fuppofed to have been the place of yohn the 
baptift’jj birch, it is not improbable, that he was fent thither 
to be brought up among them, and lived with them till the 
time of his manifefting himfelf to the yewtjh nation But 
as for chofc whu have imagined, that Chrift and his difdples 
had alfo been of that fedi, becaufe they pretend .to fee fome 
conformity between fome of his precepts, and way of living, 
and thofe of the eflenians, they are not worth confuting, 
iincc there runs rather a manifeft oppofilion almoft through 
the whole, as we ftiall have further occafion to hint in the ft- 
quel. However, thofe who will not be at the trouble to 
compare them, may fee that wild notion fully confuted by 
the authors quoted below ", as well as another, no lefs im- 
probable, though lefs abfuid, that the Egyptian tliarapeutes 
were a focicty of Chriftian hermit*?, inftituted by St. Marky 
when he founded the chinch of Ale'xandria ^ , For Philo ^ 
who was at Icaft cotemporary with the evangclift, if not older, 
fpeaks of ‘them > as a frateriiit> of a much longer Handing, 
and as of y^zesj and zealous difciplcs of Alojc^y and ftiidter 
obfervers of the labbath than any other y ewifli fcCl \ having 
among them hymns and writings, compofed in former times, 
by thofe who had been the principal leaders and heads of 
their feit ; difperfed not only through Egypt ^ hut among the 
Giteks and Bmhorians^ &c. Nothing of all which con'id 
have been faui of fuch a fociety of Chnftian hcimits, fup- 
pofing St. A lark had really inflituted any thing like it. But 
wc find no traces of any fuch inftitution, till the begiiiang of 
the fecond century, when thofe afcetics, who had formerly 
fled from peifecution, finding the fweets of their folicude, 
began to crcdl thcmfelves into bodies, the earlicft of which, 
that we read of, was, according to the three learned authors 
above^quoted, m or about the year of Chrift 113 (B). 

We 

» Vol. ii. p. 477, (A). * Vid.LuKri.ver.ult. Basnao. 

hlfl. des Juifs 1 . ii. c. 22, Sc feq. Prid. connedt. part ii. 
fub fin. 1 . v. Calmet. fub voc. ElTenien. & Therapeut. & al. * Eu-* 
SFB.eccl hill. 1 . ii. c. 17. Bellarm. Baron. Vid. & Montfauc. 
diflert. de Chrifl;. therapeut. ap. Basnag. ubi lupra. r Xiib. 
fup. cicat. 

more fecret rites, or myftcries, re- (B) Others have believed, that 

lating to their fedt, which, like the ellenians and therapeutes af- 
the Pythagoreans^ they were terwards renounced Judaifm, and 
bound never Co divulge, and were con verted to Chrillianity( 3)^ 
which it were, therefore, in vain and it is not improbable, 't&c 
to inquire after. many of them did fo : tliat ^ 

(^) Dtup Triglondt Bajtiag* Pnd, aU ubt q 



We have now gene through all the 7mfjA^j|9£{8 that made 
any figure in our Saviour's time, and might here put an end to 
this digreffion, if it may be called fuch ; but forafmuch as there 
is ftill one in being, and very confiderable, as vvc have hinted 
in a former volume *, who derive their origin from the famous 
E%ra^ and the great (ynagoguc, and are oppofcd to the reft in 
fome of their fundamentals, it will not be amifs to fpeak fome- 
thing of them, before we conclude this iedtion. They are called 
Caraim or Caraites (C) ; that is, Scripturi/ls^ or perfons wholly 
add idled to the reading, and thoroughly verfed in the (acred 
writings. 

It is not eafy to determine when this fedl firft began, WcThe Ca- 
have hinted above, what claim they lay to antiquity and autho- raites. 
rity. They buaft e\ cn a catalogue or regiftcr of tbc learned, 
who have written or taught either for or againft their fedl from 
the time of EJ^lras *. Some of thofe that are difperfed mPolanrl^ 

z Vol. iii. p. 7, & not. ^ Basnag. ubi fupra, part ii. 

c. i6. 


the bulk of the fe<ft embraced 
Chriftiaiiity, and became, as it 
were, abforbed into the focieties 
of the Chrirtian afcctics, is hard 
to affirm. Jf it be afked, What 
became of them, and of all thtir 
yirilcJ wntingb and comments, 
if this was not the cafe j it may 
be anfwered, that thofe who per- 
fevered in their old fc£l, under- 
went the fame fate with the rcil 
of the J(^s, and in a much 
greater number, as being become 
more odious to the Romans on 
account of their extreme con- 
ftancy under thofe grievous per- 
fecutions which they raifed againft 
them. This might probably be 
alfo the caufe why their books 
were more univerfally deftroyed 
than thofe of the other 
though even of thefe we have no- 
thing left but the Chaldee para- 
phrafe, of which we (ball fpcik 
in a more proper place. We 
Ihall have occafion in the fequel 
to Ihew, that the EJfcmnns flou- 
rilhed ftill under the emperor 


Trajan^ though much degene- 
rated from ihtir primithe purity 
of life and do^lrijic, under their 
new demagogue Elxai. Under 
Jujlhiian they were ftill known 
by the pompous title of angels 
or angelics, and inhabitants of 
heaven ; but as their lives were 
found to fall infinitely ffiort of 
thofe beings, whofc names they 
aflumed, the people faw through 
the cheat, and this was in all 
likelihood their laft blaft upon 
their going out, for vvc hear no 
more of them from that time. 

( C ) D M ip from the verb 
karay to read (4). As they rc- 
jedlcd all the other writings but 
thofe of the canon, and 

the pretended oral tradition fo 
much extolled by the Phanfets ; 
it is perhaps upon this account, 
that the Rabhinijhy their bittereft 
enemies, have "imputed moft of 
the Saddttcean errors to them (c), 
tho’ this be the only point in 
which they agreed with them. 


(4) Vide Buxtoff. UxU. Jub wee (5) Vide jibraban, append, in Ha^ 

e^rty tditt a Buxurf. 
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ne wfi^ «f thi 

pretend t 6 ca^ it ftill higher, and that ftef were defcended 
from the ten trim carried away hy ShalmaHezer, ThcRabbtuiJl^ 
ieem however to allow them to have been a fefl at leaft as old 
as the time of Alexander the Greats when they tell us, Heskyjaddua 
the then high-prieft wrought a miracle before that prince, whicl) 
the two chiefe of the CaratUs couU not imitate f but this ixiajr 
be put in the number of their fabulous miracles, of which they 
are never fp iring, whenever any competition between the otheif 
fefisand thtir own is in queftion , witnefs thofo which they urge^ 
againft the Samar itans^ of which we have fj oken in a former 
f^ion **. Wc Aiall give in the note fome of the difFerent opi- 
nions concerning their origin (D), whilft we ftick here to the 

moil 


^ See before, 

(D) The learned Wolf of Ham 
lur^ has given us the origin of 
th^ CuimtiSy written from the 
jnemoi*-s of one of tint fed, 
named Mord i i » in which this 
lafl: afliriTib. that 41 \ and r Ji, i 
Jn\ ing put to dc ith all the 
Jeained J <wf of his time. S/m ct , 
^he fon of St*n^ and bi other of 
the queen,\/as pri\ ate^y conveyed 
into v^hne he invented 

the f>(lcm of the pieteiided 
^ oral tradition, and being 
retiKned to Jiiitf I rr, begin to 
teach It p iblicly, pittcnding ihit 
he w^-) infi I'Vd with all thofe 
difcovLne which Ood h id made 
to M f , and weie fjom him 
ronvoed thiough a Icries of 
Ji'^ndo and ai,es down to bis time 
Th*5 iy/lcm was tnioiaced by 
feme, and ilrenuoufly oppofed 
by od ers. who afiimed, that the 
whole will of God was contained 
an the facred writings liom 
ihele la^t came the fcvl of the 
Cafa/,cf^ as that of the Ralbtnijh 
or TV adtt ot ifts did from the foi 
aner 1 be fame author add% 
that Ji las the fon of Sabba^ be- 
came eminent pmong the former, 

Edlil among the lattei (6) 


P 229, fiib not 

Another author (7) thinks, that 
thofe two feds fpht themfclves 
loon aitti the death of the pro- 
phets, upon a dilpute about 
works of f ipcrerogation , one 
fort ipa Mt lining the neceflity of 
them from Addition, indthc other 
dtn}ing ir on the authority of 
the laertd writings 1 hefe were 
the f ( t ait tSy who theieupon pre- 
tended to be delecnded from th^ 
prophets Haggm^ Mdacht^ 
but whatever wrs the ocralion of 
their divihon, they conceived 
fueh an 111 condkable haired 
t ^ainll e leh ouiei , that they tnmk 
no name 01 1 ingua^’t bad enough. 
Among otlur tpuhets, the Rab- 
bin /is call then opponents mam 
-////, 01 ba hauls, \ term of the 
gitatefl reproach among the 
and the Caraitcs, m 
return, gi^c them the rule of 
hrtdhd ajjts^ on account of their 
broad pn^laelcric*', and o»^her fu- 
peillitious trinkets, which thefe 
place a gi eat deal of religion in, 
and the others deteft The for- 
mer inteipret the woids of Mojes 
(g), ^hou Jhalt bin i them (the di- 
vine precepts) Jo> a fign upon thine 
hand^ and they JImll he as frontlete 


(6) Vdf mtit Cdt^eo\uM, (7) England dijerlat de Carut De^ht 1703, 
f^td Calma fub n/oio Cutaift* 06 bn viU lUi p, 1x7, ((«)• 

[9) /Pur. VI. S, 

between 



kja, 

mofl probaUe} whkll ii^ Aat they were die ftfteflbn of die 
Scribes ib often mentkMied ^ the evangelifb (w,fiich as were 


iettveeu thm ^es, tec. literally ; 
rad the others only as a precept 
injoining them to have a conilant 
regard to, and remembrance of 
them. We have obferved in a 
fbrmer volume, that their mutual 
hatred ib fuch, that no confidera^ 
tion esm move them to iater- 
jnariy ( i ) . A modern Rabbtnift 
adds, that if a Caraite had a mind 
to turn adittouiji^ thefe would 
even refufeto admit him (2), and 
it is a common faying among the 
latter, that before a Catmte 
be admitted among them, he 
fhould have firil turned and 
then Chriilian,clfe they could not 
believe his converfion lincere. 

(E) The fenbes 111 Hehtcm) 
C' 101 D fophi 7 tnty or wri ters, are 
mentioned for the firft time ui 
the fong of Deborah (3), though 
f^e have put oft s at the head 
of that tribe. Ihey are often 
fpoken of in the liooks of Kings, 
Ch)0)eeJLs and Es/tf, as perfons 
in the higheH dignities of the 
Jcnuijh commonwealth. It is not 
unlikely that Oanitd appointed 
fome fuch order, when he re^ 

E ulated the dalles of the pneils, 
ivites.Ofr. (4), fince there mult 
have been proper fecictarics^ or 
/opberitny in church, in ftatc, in 
the army, revenues, ^c. And as 
writing was not fo univerfally 
ftradifed in thofe days, they who 
excelled in it had a fair claim for 
fuch an office ; but thefe being 
manifeltly diilerent from thofe 
mention^ in the gofpel, we ikali 
puffi our inquiry abo4( them no 
mther. 


thoffi 

^ After the return from the cap- 
tivity, when the canon of the 
Scripture was revifed by E%ra^ 
and hie mfpired alTociates, men- 
tioned in a former fedion (5}, it 
is very probable the multiplying 
and propagating, as well as the 
revifing the copies of it, which 
were then very fcarce, was com- 
mitted to thefe fopht / im or ferthes^ 
who, by a conftant converfe with 
thofe writings, attained to a ftill 
greater knowlege of them, and 
io came at length to fet up for 
teachers and expounders of them, 
and to the name of fa the had 
that likewife added of doffor or 
teacher of the law. Accordingly 
we £nd one of them called by the 
former name in one evangelill 

(6) , and by the latter in another 

(7) j and both they and the Pha- 
iifecs arc faid by our Saviour tQ 
fit in Mofes’j feat (8). 

Thefe therefore cannot be faid 
to have made a feparate fed, as 
ioine anlienta have imagined (9), 
but to have been fome of one, 
fome of another ; fince it is ob- 
\ious, that every one of them 
mull have had their dodors and 
cxpoundeis, and all juftly enough 
liable to thofe fevere cenfures 
which our Saviour pronounced 
againil them for putting each 
their feveral gloffes on the text, 
inferring new and detrimental 
dodnnes from it, and impoiing 
them on their difciples with as 
much arrogs/ice as if they had 
boen all infallible or infpired. 
However, fince we £nd thefe 
fatbts^ aod lawyers, or dodors of 


(0 W. iii.jb. 7. (2) Vid. Leo. ie meekm. eetrm. Jud. peart* v. e. t. 

(3) J***fr* H* (4I ybd.tns, «/, I Cbr^eti. XXIV. 6 . \xvn. 3a, ( «;) Vtl, 

}, 1*9* Sr/^r. (6) Mxrk xii. 2«. (7) Mattb* xxU. 35. (8) Ibtd. 

JWb *• ( 9 ) Kpipbt baref, jiutbt of tie rreegnu. Sec, 

II 4 the 


4*7 
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thofe whom Mrod the Great oonfiibed abtfut the place wheat 
the Mefijah tp to be born Tliefe therefore, it is very likely^ 
after the Phatyatc fe£l came to have clogged the Jewijbiehgxon 
with fuch a vaft number of traditions, as rendered it wholly bur- 
denfonie, if not intolerable, became ib out of conceit with 
them, that they rcfolvcd to thiow them all off, and to ftick 
clofc to the text , for which they h id the name of Caraites or 
Senptunfis^ either given them out of contempt, or took it by 
vay of difhndlion from the T^tadttionijls. The difficulty is to 
find out the time when, and the pcifons by whom, this breach 
was at firft made ; and doubtlc£ the tcftiinony of the Caraitee 
thcmfelves, who go either as far back as E%ui^ or, at the hteil, 
as the times of Hytcayt^ or yUixandt} wdl appear too 

fufpiciOLS. B It that of the laumdijts^ who allow them, fome 
as antient '^s Saddoc^ or at leift as Httod the Great, may be left 
liable to (ufpition , and where is the difficulty of fuppofing, that 
whilft the Sadducees diftinguiftied themfelves fiom the reft, as 
well by then Epicurean doi^trincs, as by their lejeftion of the 
Phaufaic tnditions, another inoic modentL Left might clo^c in 
with them in this 1 ft, without running into thofe other extremes 
of the SadJncuih Li\en, which, they law, weie manifeftly de- 
ftiu(Sivc of all idigion,and fo compofe a new fedt, differing tioni 
them in all points but that, and horn the Fhmtfte^ m that only 
one(I*)^ However, they flem to have been inoie moderate, 

ihan^ 

® Mmth 11 4 Aid B\sn/c ubi fupra 

the law to be often mentioned fed , and the ev angehll feems to 
with the P/w j ^ ), itislkdy conf rm it, when he introduces 
they were moie numeioubinthit a fc ibe (2) applauding our Sa- 
fed tbai in any Other, 01 rither viours anfwer concerning die 
pel haps, if wt LOnlidtr how nt- lirft and chief command, and 
cell uy fuch men weie m chureft agreeing with him, that the love 
and fiate, and of how long Hand' of God, above all things, and of 
mg they mull confequtndv have our neighbours as ourfelvc', was 
been, they may be looked upon of more worth than all burnt- 
as the root or trunk from which ofFeungs, 
all the others, iprang and divided Jt is true, he feems to be called 
themfelves, according to their a Fhanjee in a paralld place(3) ; 
refpcdive V lew*?, and asintered, hvit Bajhagt has judicioufly ob- 
cducat*on, } ride, and fuch like ferved (4I, that the pronoun 
motives ltd them did not refer to the Pharifm 

(F) The Rahbimc wi iters do mentioned in the foregoing verfe, 
accoidingly accufe ^eCaiaitts who being confuted juft before, 
for having been more favourable were then gone to take counfel 
to Jefub Chnft than any other together, but to the multitude in 

(\) Vide Mjttb u6tJupra,Q ahb pafP ABt xxiii 9. (z) Marktxu tt* 

(^) Mattb. \xi C^J Uhl fupra, c, ly.feB, 10. 

the 



Aan to have abiblutely reje£led all traditions and, writings. They^ 
on the contrary, ufed them as helps, whenever ^pty found then| 
judicious and well-founded, and only denied them that blind and 
implicit obedience which the Pbartjus infifted on j but whether 
thofe fe£b divided themfclves fo early as the reign ot Hycan^ or 
Jlexander Jannaus^ or whether in that L nous ruptuie between 
Sfximmat and HilkU about one hundred yea ^ before Chrift, or 
about what time after whether firft in yudica or l^pt (G), 

IS 

^ Dehocvid Morin e\ercit biblic hb ii cvcicir \i & feq. 
Vid &Oric in Mat in xiii 32. hpiPiiAN nnd x\ IIje- 
RON in IsAi. vui. 14, al. 


the veife befoic that, who gladly 
heard Chrifl’b nervous anlwcrs lo 
thofe enfnaiing feftaiies Wc 
ma) add, tint the anh^tr there 
given by the Jotbty was more 
like that of a lober , than 

of a fupcrllitious, hypocritical 
Phanfte 

That there ftems to have been 
a manifc^ diflertnce between 
thefe hft and the fcribes and 
lawyeis the nbovc miotcd an 
ti%i (htws liom anoihci evm- 
gelift, \vlio mtioduCc** ^hc lill: of 
thefe hcaiins patiently the woes 
wnich chnlu piono mccJ igainll 
the Pf at tfees , but when he <. ame 
to join the fctibes with them, he 
complained loudly of it (5) Our 
Saviour’s anlvver to him confirms 
it foil more, when he added, U 0 
nlfo unto you, la^K.yct and laid a 
new charge againft them,diftcicnt 
from that of ihc Phattftes 

(G) Fuftbtut itWs us (6), that 
in the reign of Ptolemy Philome^ 
to}^ the yrau/ in P^pt weie di- 
vided into two pai ties, the one 
of which expounded the Mofmc 
law allegoiically, and the othlr 
literally; which latter was part 
of the Caraitts charafter We 
might further allege, the book 


Hachofu^ to which the Rfhhies 
give a\er) gicu intujuity, and 
Vvlpch ihtjodiCL the king of 
C jtOiS as a g’*ta< admirei of the 
mtic leit, b c i i1l they were 
more 7 ealou foi the law, till his 
Rohbinic teaciici icquainttd hint 
with the \ lit V lUwtv of opinions 
tr It were among them, foi want 
of admitting the oral tiadition, 
w Inch fi\cd the fenfe of the f ici cd 
wiiting« Wc have tlhi' hcic in- 
deed had occafion to Ihe v, thit 
th’s book IV fir enough f 10111 be- 
ing foanticnt a. they ui ikc it (7^ ; 
but t Ihtws howtvci, hjw li tie 
rt lion Mn urns had to m ike tlu in 
fo recent as tlu cigntii (cniurv, 
upon the t ftimoi > of foinc par- 
tial R(flh f, aj^ iinft thit of a 
number of othei^ of more anticnt 
date, lome of whom mvii them 
to have appealed even 111 the 
time of the Af notitiui , otheis of 
the S fduic iSy and othti*- of 77 * - 
tod (8), to fay nothing of thit of 
the fathers above quoted 

If It be obje^led, that Joflphus 
has faid nothing of them, when 
he fpokc of the? other fefls which 
reigned in his time, the argument 
will equally hold againft the lie- 
rodtans, who yet Teem to have 


(5) Luke xl. 44, (6) Prap, evaiif^iJ, I vjit. f. lo. (t) 

fitpra^ V9l 111. p 210 , (A) (8) Trigtand, de Catatt e, i 

J}fup ttibeet* Bafnag* Ca/iiut^ Prid^Qe* uht Jupra, 

been 
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hzt leaft bcit iwje^resand we hope we l&yegiven^itthebeft^ 
light we are to get. 

We (hall in the following note give a (hort fiimmary of theiv 
particular tenets, as they are oppofed to thofe of the other 
(H) ; and only obferve here, that thefe differences had intailed 

fuchr 


been very confidcrable. That the original^ efteeming it next to 
hidorian might have his reafons impoiTible to come at their true 
for palling them by in iilence. meaning from any tranllation of 
Had he fpoken well of them, he them ; for this reafon they are 
would have difobliged his own careful to indrudl their cliildrea 
fe 61 , feeing he was ^Pharifee\ betimes in that facred tongue ;and 
had he fpoke ill of them, the if they fufFcr any verilon of them, 
Herodians might have expofed it is only for the ufe of thofe of 
him to the refentment of tliat the meaner fort, who are not ac* 
family, and even of the Romans^ quainted with the Hehn^K 
in whofe behalf we have (een 4. Their prayers arc likewife 
they divided themfelves from the in tliat tongue, as being the mod 
Tbarifees and Gaulonitei ; and as holy and energic, and the only 
to the they might not one inwhich the incommunicable 

be fo guilty in his own eyes as name of Go d can be properly 
they appeared to the oppolite pronounced ; for they are not fo 
fe£ts. Jofefhus had too much fcrupulous in this refpe^t as the 
fenfe to run all the lengths, and other Je^'Sy who always read it 
fwallow all the fabulous flo- Adonniy but pronounce it Jeho^ 
rics of the Traditionijls^ though, njab^ as we do (9) ; tho’ in their 
like a thorough-paced ftatefman, writings, prayer-books, &c, tlicy 
he outwardly joined with the moll choofe to write it only with a njau 
prevailing fide. between two jeds. In their pray- 

(H) I. They look upon the ers, wherein they exprefs a much 
canonical books of theOldTefta- greater fervency and devotion 
ment as the only rule of their than the reft, they always turn 
faith, andrejedl the apocryphal their faces towards 
as of no authority, together with 5. I’hey exped, like the reft 
the pretended oral tradition of of the ye^s^ the reign of the 
the Pbarifeesy as the wicked in- MelTiah to be a temporal and 
tentions of an incroaching and glorious one, and attribute his 
defigning fet of men ; for which long delay, partly to the flow- 
reamn they have the utmoft ab- nefs of Saturn'"^ motion, which 
horrence for the T’almud, they make the ruling planet of 

2. They expound Scripture by the fabbath ( 1 ), and of the JenjuiJb 

Scripture ; and, where that cannot nation, and to their fins, which 
be done,they callin.he aftiftance have provoked God to fufpend 
of reafon, and the writings and the fending of him at the pro- 
comments of other doctors, tho* mifed time : for this reafon they 
without paying too implicit a re- forbid the calculating the time of 
gard to the latter. his coming under the fevereft 

3. They commonly read the anathemas* 

Scriptures in their fynagogues in 6. They entertain the hlgheft 


(9) Set hfire, vfl/, iii, p, 358, & Jeq» fui not, ( i) 

(M),. 


b 9 f vidt Wi uit p* a3o,(^ 

and 
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«Kh an irreconcileable hatred between thofe two fefils, as tmtHatred of 
little (hort of perfecution. They not only charge each other /i&^Cara- 
with herefy, with perverting the Scriptures, and corrupting tt-ytesand 
ligion; but pronounce the bittereft anathemas they can 
with in the (acred books againft each oth^r, and that publicly 
and folemnly ; fo that where either of them, efpecially the Pha^ 
ft/ees^ are moft numerous or powerful, the others muft hear 
themfelves cuifed, without darirg to refift or complain (I). This 

mutual 

and jufteft notions of the Deity, cording to mens good or bad 
and of his perfections and at- aCtions in tins ; that the fouls 
tributes They aiTirm his pro- come from heaven ; that the fu- 
yidence to be as extenhve and ture life was made for them, and 
unlimited as his knowlcge ; and that they will lubfill there as the 
;ic the iamc time allow, that man angels do. 
has a fi cedoin to determine him' 9. We have already hinted, 
felf; but that God gave unto that they condemned the phy- 
every one a portion of his uni- iaClcries of the Pharifees, They 
verfdl grace to aflift him in his had no Icfs an abhorrence for all 
right choice ; and that our wills kind of piftures, that were ufed 
being influenced by our tempcis cither by heathens, or afterwards 
and conftitutions but chiefly by by Chiiflians, for a religious ufc, 
the ftars, makes that grace very or, as they term it, to be wor- 
neceflary. They have a four- duped; and condemned the 
fold diltinftion of this difpofition otJicr fc6ls for being remifs 
pf the loul, the one of lickncfs, enough m that point, to make a 
the other of health, the thiid of tiafiick of them for gain, 
life, tut, fourth of death. This 10 They lejefted the aflrono- 
diftindiion feems to have been mical calculations as introduced 
alluded to by our Saviour in fc- aftei the captivity for fettling the 
yeral places of the gofpel ; as new moons and other feftivals of 
where he fpcaks of the dead bu- the year ; fuch as we have had 
Tying the dead ; that not the occafion to mention more than 
whole, but the dek, have need once in the courfe of this chap- 
of a phyflcian, and fome others ter (2): whereas the Trtzd/f/00^ 
of the like nature. denied their being an inno- 

7. Their morality was not in- vation, and pretended, that they 
ferior to their divinity. It kept had been invented by Mojis, and 
a kind of medium between the had been as much in vogue bc- 
auftere^»/^rn and the epicurean fore as fince their return from 
Sadducee, Of the two they ra- Babylon. Some others of lefs mo-* 
ther inclined to the former *in ment we omit^s not worth men- 
point of abftemioufnefs, whether tioning. 

of eating, drinking, or any other ( I ) The late Mr. Ludolph, 
j^wful pleafures. who had been much converfant 

8. They believe a future life among them, told fcveral of his 
of rewards and punifliments, ac- acquaintance both in England and 

(1) Viimu oU y. 304* (V)* 

a 


Hollandk . 
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mutual hatred and contempt is carefully propagated both by the " 
parents to the children, and much more by the mafters to the*' 
diicipics, over whom they ufurp fuch an uncontroulable autbo* 
rity, that it is next to blafphcmy and rebellion to contradid: or 
difobey them. 

Among the above all other fe£ls, the difciplcs have 

fuch profound lefpccS for their doctors, that they neither fit down 
before them till they arc bid, nor go fiom them without their 
leave : and then they go backwards, keeping their faces ftill 
turned towards them. I'hcy never fpcak to or of them, without 
the title of lord, niaftcr, or fome fucli-like term of fubmiffion. 
The doctors, on the other hand, who aie avcife to xhtPharifaic 
pride, treat them with gentlencfe and humanity, and for the 
generality, teach their fcholarsjjr^/Z'V ; fo tint one may fay, upon 
the whole, the Cara'itei are by far the moft icligious, rational, 
and, ’bating their carnal notion of the Mefliah’b reign, the beft 
difpofed to embrace the gofpcl of any other fc£l ; and we may 
rcafonably fiippofc, that among the many thoufaiids of that 
ftubborn nation, whom the apoftlcs conveited to Chriftianity, 
the far greater number of them flocked to it from that quarter ; 
wliilft the proad Phm ifuss full of their own fiipcifufficient know- 
lege and rightcoufnefc, and intoxicated with an invincible fond- 
ncli for their own traditions ; and the cainal SnMuccs^ con- 
tented with the enjoyments of this life*, and rcgaidlcfs, if not 
avcrfl* to the thoughts of a futuie, fpared no pains or artifirt*, 
cruelly oi iiijuftice, to oppofc a do»Siine fo gr?ting and con- 
tiaiy to thciis. 'rhis being therefore the ftate of the ^Jews at 
the coming of the A^efliah, we need not wonder at the reception 
wliicii botli he and his dodliinc met with from them j efpecially 
when, inffead of that glonou., warlike conqueror they had 
been made to expeet, they law Jiim in the humble guife of the 
poor, illiterate fon of an obduic carpenter. 

}JolLinu\ tliat he f.ivcd tlie life him away privately, had been 
of a poor Cannte at Fjanffojt^ in danger of being either torn 
who, if he had not prou<^lcd in pieces, or of being ftarved 
him, taken him home, aud fent theic(3). 

(Z) 

SECT. VI. 

The Iliftory of' the Jews, front the Birth to the Death 
of Christ. 

Herod’/ ’T H E reader may remember, that we left Htrod in the moft 
AJlraStd diftra£ied ftate that can be well imagined j his confcience 
Jtate rt- ftung with the moft lively grief for the murder of his belovrf 
and virtuous Mariamtiej and of her two worthy fons •» his life 
. and 



l^ .&cma {n imminent dan^ A-am the tebellious 
ktd ungrateful Pheroras ; hh reign ftatned with rivers of innocent 
blood 5 his latter d.iys imbittcred by the treacherous intrigues 
of an hellifli fifler ; his perfon and femily hated by the whole 
JewiJh nation ; and laft of all his crown and all his glories on 
the eve of being obfcured by the birth ot a miraculous child 
who is proclaimed by heaven and earth to be the promifed and 
long expefted Mefliah and Saviour of the world. To all thefe^V^^ 
plagues we muft add fome fuefh intelligences, which came/'*®?/^ eT 
tumbling in upon that wretched monarch ; and which, by af- 
Turing him ftill more, not only of the treafonablc defigns of the 
unn2Lturd\ Jntipaicry but alfo of the bitter complaints which his 
other two Tons, then at the Roman court, vented againft them 
both, rendered him more tlian ever completely miferable. Had 
thefe two princes continued in their duty to him, they would 
have been a fupport and comfort, tho* his favourite one had 


proved the traitor they had reprefented him ; but wliom could 
he truft, when there was not one of his family left, that did not 
in fome meafure declare himfclf an enemy to liim ? This was the 
dreadful view in which he beheld himfelf and his unnatural ofF- 
ipring 5 not that thofc two young princes were really fo diverted 
of all filial afteflion, as they were reprefented to hini by Jnfi- Antipa- 
pater and hi&inftruments; but it had been his and their conlfantter'/ r^r- 
care and ftudy, by fuch vile mifreprefentations, to render them^^A 
m^rc and more fufpc(£led by the jealous king. Their letters^’^'''/ 
were generally filled with the pretended injurious refleftions''^’’^ 
which thofe two fons whifpered againft him ; fuch as havino^'^^^' '* 
unjuftly muVdercd tliofe of Mariammy and tlieir dread of bein^ 
recalled into '^judaa to be made to undergo the fame fate (A). 

It is indeed furprifing, that none of his friends in 'Judaa 
ftiould have fent him fome private intelligence of what had 
parted at that dreadful feene, and warned him to fecurc himfelf 
betimes from his father’s refentment; but fo intent was he on 
the means of ridding himfelf of him, and feizing on his crown, 
that he even furniflied him with new proofs againft himfelf, by 
fending a frefli fupply of poifon to his motlier, by mcajis of a 


(A) Antipater indeed adled un- 
der clofer covert, and whilll he 
Teemed, as it were, unwilling to 
CQnfirmall thefe accufations, pre- 
tended to cxcufe them as the ef- 
fects of ralhnefs and youth, which 
time and confidcration would 
Toon redlify ; and indeed fo taken 
up was he’ either in cultivating 
thefe difeords, or Jn procuruig 


himfelf friends at Rome and 7 ^- 
rufalcm by his profufc libcralirv, 
that he ferns to have been wholly 
ignorant of theflifcovcrics which 
the rack had extorted from his 
agents iwJmUay cfpecially upon 
the death ot Pheroras y of which 
we gave an account in the lalt 
fedliou. 


frecdi 
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frced-man of biSf in cafe the old one fliouM in any^wa^s havH 
miicarried. BaiiUus^ that was the fervant’s name, was no iboneit ** 
arrived TXjerufalm^tthzn Hertdy who by this time had unravelled 
BatillosV the whole plot, caufed him to be apprehended, and put to the 
confejjton rack ; upon which he confeflbd the purport of his errand from 
9 n the Rome. Herody the better to^conceal his refentment againft his 

rack~ treacherous Ton, immediately font him a letter, in which he 

ieemed to complain only of (bme ill treatment from his mother $ 
and char6;ed him at the fame time to make what hafle he could 
to yerufalerriy that his abfcnce might no longer give his enemies 
an handle to obfl:ru£l his intcreft in the fuccelfion. He concluded 


Antipater 
fent for to 
Jeriifa- 
lem. 


rngedftom 
fm feuftg 
htijourncy. 


The thiU 
dren at 
Bethle- 
hem 
/acred^ 


with a promife, that immediately upon his atiival he would 
obliterate all paft mifearr iages, and give him all the marks of 
paternal afFedlion that he Ihoiild defire 

Antipatery flill ignoiant of what had pafTed in yudaOy and 
thinking his f ither bv this time pui^bne 1, and in his grave, was 
fet out for yudeeay beln as cigcr to reach ynufakrny as his 
father to get him thithei ; but when he was come to T'aientumy 
he received a difpatch from fome of his friLiuIs, which acquainted 
him with the particulars of PiKiorass death, 'fhe news gave 
him a terrible (hock, not indeu 1 lo much oat of I )ve to the de- 
ceafcd, as bccaufc he found by it, that he had milled his aim of 
poifoning the king. He purfued however his jouKicy as far as 
CelmderUy a city in Sicily y where being taken v^ith a qualm at 
the thoughts of the affront put u|on his mother, who, as^We 
obferved in the lad fc^tion, had been baniihcd the court, and 
ftripped of all her nehes, which he looked upon as an ill omen j 
he flopped fome time there, to confult with Ids friends, whether 
he had beft proceed, or go back. At Icngtii fome of them 
having flufhed him with the fanguine hopes, that his appearance 
at court would difpel all his fathei’s fufpici ms, he got on board 
again, and in a little while landed at Sehajle, Here he met with 
a more mortifying omen, than that of his mother’s difgrace j 
and inftead of thofe acclamations and good wifhcs, with which 
numerous crouds had followed him to the (hip, he heard nothing 
but the bitterefl curfes from the yews againft himfelf, as the 
bloody murderer of Martamueb t'^o brave Tons’*. 

Whilst Herod was impatiently waiting his arrival, he 
had not been negligent of what he thought pcrhai s a more im- 
portant care, nam ly, the dellroying of his new-born rival at 
Bethlehemy whom he fuppofed to be Hill there. Finding him- 
felf therefore difappointed by the wife men, from whom he ex- 
peded a more particular information concerning him, that 
might be fure of not mifling his victim, he ifliied forth an order 
to have all the male infants mafikered, not only in that ci(y^ 


? Antiq, 1, xvii. c. 6. ^ Ibid, c. 7,fubinit. 
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Iwt in all the cosRa found about, from two yean edd and under 
■'(B) ; and by that horrid flaughter verified the oracle long before 
delivered by one of the prophets, which the reader will find in 
the note ^ (C). But Providence had already taken caie to convey 

the 


« Matth. 

(B) An author of the fifth 
century tells us(i), that Henki 
had alfo a Ton there at nurle^ who 
was mafTacred among the reft; 
and that it was upon this occa- 
fion that Augufius made that re- 
flexion upon him, that it was 
better be Herod's hog than his fon* 
But it IS more likely, that the 
emperor hearing about the fame 
time of the death of Anttpater^ 
which happened about fix weeks 
after this horrid flaughter, and 
recollecting that alfo of his other 
two fons, might make him break 
out into that bittei fart afni againfl 
fuch an unnjituial father : be* 
fides, it is hardly probable, that 
Hjtody old, cra/ed and diilraCted 
as^he was, could have any chil- 
dren fo ) oung. 

It isfomethingfurpriling, that 
Jofephus, who was in no cafe fpa- 
ring of Ha ods character, fliould 
yet have omitted fuch a material 
occurrence. The Chnflians have 
taxed him, and julHy too, witJi 
partiality, as having concealed 
it, to avoid giving fuch a coun- 
tenance to the cvangelifl, and 
fuch an ample teilimony to the 
MefTiah, as might olFend his 
whole nation, and more paiti- 
cularly the Phanjaie brother- 
hood, who had been his nioft 
inveterate enemies. • 

On the other hand, there have 
Slot been wanting thofe, who, 
preferring the authority of the 
JtfOiifh hiftorian to that of St. 
MAttht^us^ have made ufe of the 

* (i) Smrnt /« ii« e, 4i 


ii. i6,& feq. 

one, nmong many other topics, 
to cry down the other. The con- 
troverfy is too recent to fay more 
of it ; cfpecially as it is out of 
our province to enter into a dif- 
putc, which, we think, has been 
fo fufliciently decided in favour 
of the evangelifi. 

As to what may be objeCled, 
that yo/iphus has not fcruplcd in 
another place to gii’-e Jefus Chrifl: 
a moil noble charaCler ; we fhall 
take a fitter opportunity of fpeak- 
ing of that pretented interpola- 
tion in the feq&el of this fedion. 

(C) The whole pafTage runs 
thus (2), tho’ the evangclill has 
only quoted the firll part, as 
enougli to direCl his readers to 
the reft, as was the culloin be- 
fore the Bible was divided into 
chapters and verfes. 

Thus fays the LorO, A voice 
•ivas hcaid in Ramah, lamentation 
and bitter vjecping ; Rachel vueep- 
tng for her childi eti^ and vjould 
not he comforted^ hecauje they were 
not. Thus jailh the Lord, Re- 
frain thy ooice from weping^ and 
thsne eyes fom tears , for thy la- 
how Jhall be revoat ded (or, as the 
original has it, there is a renvard 
laid ifp for thy labout ) ; and th^ 
Jhall come age*tn Jfom the land of 
the nnsny. For there is hope y faith 
the Lord, tha^y in thy latter endy 
thy ehild**en pall come again to 
their (nun border, I have heard 
Ephraim complainy faying^ Thou 
haft chaftifed mCy and 1 was eba* 
fttjcdy Sec, 

( 2 ) Jfrem, xxxi. 15, 


m 
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the child far enough out of the reach of his butchers ; and 
parents having been timely foreurarncd of his bloody d^gn, hM 
withdrawn thcmielvcs into Egypt^ whence he was not retried 
till after the death of the tyrant ; when, upon their return, 
fearing ftill fimc further attempt from his fucceflbr Archelauiy 
they were diu6ted by the fame heavenly monitor to turn ofF into 
Galilee^ an I to betake themfelves to tlicir old habitation at J\!i- 
T^^retb Heie was lifcewife another prophecy fulfilled in the 
name of Ka unite or Nazar en^ which was given him from his 
long abode in tnit oblcure ^lace ^ (D). 

Soon 


** Matth 

Tlicre was ^ neceflity lor ta- 
king the whole ti vt thus far, in 
ordei to (litw how this piopntcy 
oi prom it of Cr ID wis vinlicd 
m th ' il i i«hfc ol tht'i babes, 
an i n 1 j f )r \ \ ol Utcnding to 
the wliok, lut niie eoiiiinui 
taroiu hn< bidi fiieed to hi\e 
rtcoifit CO a ,i’»nuiv£ oi hiilo- 
rital men np, n rht tarr}ing 
aw ly of tin, i i ibe , and a 
fccondaiv m ihia more cruel be 
reaving of \ or the 
ftitc, of hci beloved children, 
whilil othtrb, not laiisfied with 
tilt lolutioii, have run into down- 
right fc (ipticifm whertas the 
whole, thuo conneaed, impli-b 
no inoie ti'an this, that no af- 
flidion or fuHtiing, either wrong 
fully, 01 for a good caulc, fliall 
mifs of us lure reward at the lat- 
ter end 

The woids theiefore of the 
cvangelift (3) ma^, and we think, 
juftly too, b« thus par phialcd 
and expounded 1 htii, or in 
that bitter wet pmg and lanunia- 
tion of thoie doleful mothers, 
was fulfilled, 0- trulv verihcd, 
that faying of the prophet fere- 
mtah\ In Ramah, which, in the 
original, figmf cs an huMi plate, 
nx.ets beard litter laMtjifuttu , 
the mournful motheis leful ng to 

(^> 11 1-, 7, (4) ^ 

Stunica^ ^ «/. ibtd^ 


11 19, ad fin. 

be comforted for their loft chil- 
dren, becaufe they were now no 
more But what lays the Lord ? 
Refrain your cryings and teais; 
foi thei t IS a retompence referved 
for all your labours at your latter 
end t and the children you count 
foj loft, fliaJl fuicJv return again. 
And when could luch a comfort- 
able promifc be more truly ve- 
rified, than when lip, who brought 
life and immortality to light, 
came to aftiire us of it by fo majiy 
irrefragable arguments, as <vell 
as by his own infallible word ? 

The 7 <.xi;r themfelves, cfpe-* 
cially thofe who believed the re- 
furu 61^011, might cafilyhavc un- 
der ilood thib to have been the 
meaning both of the prophet and 
evangelift, fince they tell us (4), 
that the reafon why God did not 
double the numbci of yob''^ chil- 
dren, as he did that of his cattle, 
when he reftored him to his 
profptrous ftate, was, becaufe 
thole children, tho' dead, were 
not loft, as his other poiTeffions 
were, but lived ftill with God, 
and would be raifed up at the 
latter end 

(D) This prophecy has like- 
wiie been very much canvafed, 
and hitherto in vain fought after, 
tho*, by the evangelift's words, it 

flw . C9mm^ in Jt^b, f, ult, Ditg, tk 

ibodd 
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Soon after this imffiicre at arrived if/if at Andpa- 

&hafie^ and from thence went direftly xojirufahmj where tcr*j«fs^ 


Ihould be in more places than 
oiie» fincche doth not there quote 
any one in particular, but the 
prophets in general. The que- 
llion therefoie is, whether it is 
faid any- where, that the Meihah 
ihould be called Nazaftte ^ The 
anfwcr is not in any verfion (ex- 
cept perhaps the Chaldt e and the 
Synac) but in the original He- 
hewy where we fhall find him 
c lied Nofzer ; not indeed 
on account of his ha\ing received 
that appellation from any parti- 
cular city, but by reafon of his 
high charafter, office and defeent. 
We (hall content ourfelvcs with 
giving two inftances of it, which 
will however fuffice as a clue to 
the reft , 

The firft is in Exodus ( 5 ), where 
the Loro is faidto defeend m the 
cloffiil, and to proclaim the name 
or attributes of the Loro^ in the 
following wofds : T/teLoKDyt^e 
Loro God, merciful and gra- 
cious ^ long fitffering^ and abundant 
in mercy and truth \ keif mg mercy 
for thou/andf, forglmng iniquity^ 
Sec. Where it is obfcrvable, that 
the flrft letter in the word 
notzer^ keeping, is one of thofe 
which the^^wi call majufcula^ 
or large letters, fuch as occur 
only about thirty times in the 
whole Old Teftament (6Sandare, 
according to them, never ufed by 
the facred writers, but to imply 
great myftery to be coxv 
tunea lit the word. 

iKTe ftffldi not here difpute, 
wMher the words in the paiTage 
above-qupted are thofe of Goo 
1 


there appearing, as outs and moft 
veriions underftand it, or of Mo^ 
calling upon him there, tho' 
the latter feems to us moR pro- 
bable, from thofe that go imme- 
diately before, Vajicra hejhem 
Jehovah^ and he called On the 
name of the Lord. It is fufficient 
that the name of Notzer is given 
to the Divine Ferfon there ap- 
pearing, which could not be that 
of God the Father, whom no 
man hath feen at any time ; but 
of the Son, in that human ap- 
pearance he often took both be- 
fore and under i\ic Mo/mc difpen- 
fation i and for further pi oof of 
which, wc fhall refer our readers 
to what has been faid in a former 
volume (yh and all we fhall add 
is, that none could have a bet- 
ter claim to this title of Notzer 
chefed^ keeping or preferving 
mercy, than he that came to ob- 
t^n It for us at no lefs a price 
than liis own ineftimable life. 

The other place we fhall men- 
tion, is in Ifaiah (8), where thd 
fame Meffiah is called ^ Netzer^ 
or, a branch out of the old ftem 
of JiJjfet Sec. where the word 
yu or yiV 3 which we tranflate 
Jiem^ iignifies the old ftump of a 
tree, after the main body has 
been cut off j and the Netzer thd 
fpontaneous fhoot which fprings 
fiom it; and fuch was indeed^" 
the hottfe of Da^id at the time% 
of Chrift's birth; reduced to the 
lowcft decree of poverty and ob- 
feurity, tno' at but fourteen ge- 
nerations diftance from Zerub^ 
babel; but we muil reknember. 
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Herod had To clofely concealed his defigns concerning him, that 
he made no hefitation to go and oiFer himfelf at the gates of the 
palace. They were immediately opened to him ; but, upon 
his being entered, they were (hut up again to all his retinue. 
Upon his being introduced to the king, he went to throw him-* 
(elf at his feet, and to embrace his knees > but met with a ftern 
repulfc, and was immediataly arrelled ; and, when he afked the 
reafon of it,, he was upbraided with the death of his brothers, 
and referred over to VaruSy by whom he (hould be judged on 
His trial the very next day (E). Aniipater was accordingly brought the 
fortreafon. next 


that the priefts, the Afmoneansy 
and afterwards Herody had held 
the kingdom and government of 
Judeea \ whofe interell therefore 
it was to fupprefs that family, 
led fome of them fhould in time 
wreft it out of their hands. 
Neither was this done without 
the particular condud of Pro- 
vidence, and in purfuance of 
thofe prophecies in which the low 
and humble ftate of the world's 
Redeemer is fo lively deferibed. 

If then the Mefliah is in Gemjis 
and Jfaiah emphatically called 
Notzer or Netzer, and that name 
is given him by the in 

their doing fo, tho’ by way of 
contempt, they did but fulfil 
thofe prophecies of him, tho' un- 
wittingly, unwillingly, and inde- 
rifion ; and it is llill more to his 
glory, that it was completed in 
him in that fublime fenfe in which 
he is call^ by that name in the 
law and thje prophets The 

Jews had twQ falle notions con- 
cerning Chrifl, the one that he 
was born at Naxarethy and con- 
fequently that he was a GalUrvan\ 
and the fecond, ^at out of Ga- 
lilee there never arofc any pro- 
phet (9). Since then he Set up 
both for a prophet and for the 
MefBah, they thought, that the 

(9) Vidtjohn i. 46. vir. 4T ^ 52. 
adix. »6. (3} Ibid. pag. 324, ^ (R). 


name of Nazarene was fufHcient 
to confute both thofe claims, and 
therefore gave it both to him and 
his followers ; and thefe gladly 
embraced it, on account of its 
true and genuine fignification^ 
as he is called in Mo/es‘s writings 
the Notxery or keeper or depofi- 
tory of mercy, and by Ifaiah the 
Sprout of the old witheied Aoctc 
of the houfe of Da*vid. 

Some Intel preteVs have ima^ 
gined, that the evangelift alluded 
to the among the ^4 

of whom we have fpoken more 
fully in a former volume ( i ), or 
to 'Jofephy who is emphatically 
called by his father naxir achauf 
(2', fiparate ffom hts brethren i 
01. we have formerly explained 
that place (3), cro^Mnid above his 
brethrtVy and whom they look 
upon as a type of the Mefliah. 
But all this is fuppofed, for want 
of attending to the different fpell- 
ing of thtlc two words, to wit, 
the firfl with a V, and iignifiea 
to keepy and the other with *, and 
flgnihes to croviny feparatey Sec, 
A^w the former can be the only 
right one here, it ,being given 
him on account of his living at 
Nazareth ; which word is written 
with the tzadcy and not the xaht, 
(£) ^jantiliHS Varus had fa6« 

( i) W. Hi. p. 68 , . (x) 

ceaded 
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lieact morning before him^ and a numerous aflemblf, whom 
fimi had convened for that puipofe. Upon his firft appearings 
he threw himlelf upon his knees, and begged that they would 
have pity on him, and not condemn him unheard. Hnrodj who 
was alfo prefefit, only bid him ftand up, chat he might the bet* 
ter level his rcfentments at him. He upbraided him with hisHerod’i 
fecret defigns of poifoning him,and unrardled the whole conlj^iracy 
lately difcovered, appealing fbi the truth of it to bis relations 
friends, and other evidences, whom he had alfo polled there 
proVe all his accufations ; the laft of which, and that which he 
vented with the greateft vehemence, was the death of his two 
brave fons. Of whom, faid he, addreiling himfolf to Antipaitr^ 
thou haft been but the too unnatural follower, if they were 
guilty, and the bale murderer, if they were innocent. His 
cxceffive grief, followed with a flood of tears, which he could 
not refrain at the naming of thofe two unhappy princes, obliged 
him to flop fliort, an<l to beckon to Nicolas Damafccn to go 
on, and open the reft of the accufation, and then proceed to the 
proofs of it. 

AntipaUr^ who knew but too well his own guilt, and the 
undoubted evidence which was there ready to prove it againft 
him, prevented DafnaficAs going on, and began to plead his/f/r 
own caufc ; Ithe fum of which was the unlikelihood of his tvttfcnce. 
entertaining any thoughts of fuch an horrid parricide, efpecially 
after the dreadful puni(hment of his two brothers for the like 
attempt. He loudly complained againft the bafenefs of his ac- 
cufers ; hiX^Damnfcen being at length permitted to fpeak, 
fuch fatibfaftory evidence to the court, that there could be 
room left to doubt of his being really guilty. Varus however 
told him for the laft time, that if he had any thing to reply to 
invalidate the proofs alleged againft him, he might now freely 
do it, feeing it was HeroA^ and his own earneft defire, that he 
might prove himfelf innocent. Antipater^ for want of better 
evidence, had recourfe to oaths and bitter curfes, which he 
plentifully wiihed on himfelf, if he were guilty } but this being 
the ufuil refuge of the blackeft criminals^ the prcfident, to 
flop his mouth at once, and bring the tcial to a fair iftue, or- 
dered fome of the poifon which had been mentioned in the evi- 
dence, to be brought, and given to a condemned peribn before 
the court ; which being don« accordingly, the man died almoft 
as foon as he had taken it. Va/us immediately left the court He is ca/f4 

ce^dri Sfx/uj Satuminus iiv.the upon deflred by that monarch, 
g^nunent of SyriUj and being that he ^ould prefide as judge at 
a^ved at that province, was juft the trial of his rebellious and un* 
then come to jerufalcm^ to pay natural fon. 
a Vifli to Herod^ and was there* 
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imd yudaa to rtturn to Antioch^ without declaring his 0|>Ii^D 
to any but to Hered^ who or^tercd his (bn to be ftut up in a 
pri(bn, and font letters to Auguftm to acquaint Jhim with ^ 
whole tryal, charging at the fame time the meffimger to give 
that emperor all the further particulars of it by word of mouth*. 
Vtn}j dif- pR C s E tf T L Y after, there was another difcovery made, by an 
weries ^/'intercepted letter from Amtiphtlus^ who was then in Egfpt^ and 
Antipa- direfled to Antipater \ the purport of which was as follows: 
aer’/ trea-^t j Achnie\ letter (F): you know what rifijue 

cc j by fo doing, fince I lay myfelf at the mercy of 
two moft potent families, and my inveterate enemies. It 
concerns you therefore to look to it, that nothing mifoarry/' 
The bufinefb was to find this letter of AJme^ and the meflenger 
pretended to be ignorant of any other, except that above-men- 
tioned. At length, upon clofer fearch, another was found fewed 
in the lining of his waiftcoat, which, upon their reading of it, 
was to this cflFcft : Achme to Antipatcr : I h'lve written to your 
father^ according to your direSiion^ and have inch fed in tJje packet 
the forged letter from Salome to the emprefs m) mi fire f \ and / 
doubt not but the king^ upon hi:, reading of it ^ will put her to death 
as a traitrefs. This pretend *d lettci of Salome was contrived 
‘ by Antipater ^ and drefled un bv Achme^ who wiote to tl)c king 
as follows. Achme to king Herod : Out of a defire I have to fo ve 
you^ by acquainting you with any thing that concerns your fafety^ / 
have herewith fentyou a letter ^/^Salomc to the emprefs my mifirefsy 
in which flse defires her leave to marry Svllacus (G). Pray tear it 
as foon as ready fince the difcovery of it would cojl -me my head. 
Confront- JJerody up m reading and comparing the whole, caufed hts (bn to 
ed by He- be brought before him, bound as he was, and (hewed him the 
rod. letters ; and at the fame time afked him, what he had to anfwer 
for himfclf. Antipater y at the fi-ht of them, was tbunderftruefc, 
and could not utter a word ; and, upon its bein<r mfiftcd on, that 
he (bould name his accomplices, he only mentioned Anttphilus. 
Salome Salomoy who was touched to the quick at this attempt agafnft 
aecufed. her, after having exprefled her innocence by many antick geflxios, 

« Antiq. lib. xvii. c. 7. 

(F) This Achme was, by na- (G) Sylln>ux was a Nabatheany 
tion, a Je<wefsy in ti e fervice of and Herod's fworn enemy ; and 
, Julia AuguftMss wife 4 but had was foon after beheaded at 
been corrupted by Antipatcr for betraying JEltns Gallm info 
with large fums' to contrive this the Arabian expedition, and for 
plot agaioft his father, and his fome other crimes (5). , 

(4', J fph, avtrf» 4 x^w. c, 
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and dire imprecationSi ftrenuoufly inCfted to have the traitor 
executed out of hand, on the other fide, was thinking 

«t firft, to have fcnt him to Rme^ to have been tried before 
Cafar\ but, fearing, upon fccond thoughts, left he Ihould 
.either be refcued by the way, or acquitted by his friends there, 
contented himftlf with fending a full ,/vCount to the emperor, 
together wfth the intercepted lettets ; and remanded his Ton to 
his prifon ^ 

Whilst hfs embaflidors were haftening to R^mcy HcrodV 

worn out with age, fickne/s, and numberlefe cares and illnrff 

tudes, fell into a violent d^afe^ which, added to all his 
misfortunes, made liim lo morofe and choleric, that lie became 
a burden to himfelf, and to eveiy one about him. Finding bis 
end approaching, he fet about makins; his will, by which he 
appointed his youngeft fon his ht ir and fucceflbr, the mifrepre- 
fentations and calumnies of Jntipater having rcndcied his other 
two fons Auhelaus and Philips obnoxious to him. He be- 
queathed, in legacies, a rhoufinJ talents to Augujiusy five hun- 
dred to his emprefs, and left a coniiderablc fortune to the un- 
worthy Salonie- Tlic reft of his eftate, lands, revenues, and 
money, he ordered to be divided between his children and grand- 
children. 

But, if he was capable of receiving any real fatisfatftion from A tumult 
this difpoial'of his crown and wealth according to his indina-^*^ "(y 
tion, it was foon after foured by a feditious tumult, which was^ 
r*.ifed about this time by ^udas the foil of Sariphteusy and 
Mas the fon of Margolothusy two JtwiJh doftors, equally 
nent for their learning and piety, Thefe men, at the pleafing 
news of his being given over, unhappily took it into their beads 
to ftir up a good number of their difciples, at the bead of the 
city youth, to go and pull down all the ftrudures which that 
monarch had built, contrary to their laws. Thefe, with their 
two mafters at their head, having heard a report about the 
middle of the day, that Herod was expired, went immediate}/ 
to the temple-gate, over which he had fet up a golden eagje of 
extraordinary bignefs, and exquifice workmanflbip ; and began 
their pious work with pulling it down, and breaking it into 
pieces with axes and hammers, as the greateft eye-fore of all, 

The king’s commander in chief, expefting it to be the begin- felled. 

? mg of a (edition, ran immediately to the place with % bcw of 
is troops, and was agreeably furprifed to lipd»it only a mob of 
^tha, who immediately difperfed tbemfelves at hit arrival. 

Jfbrty only of them, with their two chiefs, proving intrepid 
Enough to ftand their ground, were immediately fei7>ed, and 
to the dying king \ and, upon thbir being afked wjiat 

^ Anjiq, Ub. xvii. c. 7, ad fin. 


motive 
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motive had induced them to fuch an attempt oil the temple, 
neir in- boldly anfwered him, that thw had long fincc rclblved upon Iti 
trepidity and that it was their only grief, that they had deferred it fe long. 

Hc-Tbey added, that they neither feared his anger, nor any punifli- 
ment he could inflift on them, fince what they done, waa 
in obedience to their law, and from a pure zeal for the glory of 
God. 

This affront having raifed, in fomc meafurc, his drooping 
fpirits, he ordered them to be fent in chains to Jeriehf whither 
he alfo caufed himfelf to be conveyed in a litter, by reafbn of 
his extreme weaknefi. Here he aflembled the heads of the 
f ^ and, in a fet fpeech, reminded them of the great and glorious 

hi ct”\ done for them, and of the fumptuous edifices he 
ridio reared to the glory of God during bis whole leign, and 

for which he expected to have endeared both his perfon and me- 
mory to the whole nation; but that, to his great grief, he 
found it quite the reverfe, fince they had dared, e.en during his 
life, and in the face of the fun, offer fuch an affront to him ; 
and not to him only, but much more to God, to whom that 
golden ornament had been dedicated ; fo that they had even 
turned their malice into an open facnlegt. The aficmblv could 
cafily have told him, that bis pictendtd dedicition of a figure, 
forbidden by the fecond commandment, was no other tl^n a 
piece of idolatrous complaifance to the Romans ; but, being afraid 
to roufe his cruelty too far, they contented themfelves with dis- 
claiming the fa6l, and allowing it to deferve an exemplary pu- 
nifhment. Herodj fomewhat foftened by this anfwer, contented 
himfelf with depofing the high-prieft Mattathias^ fi^rfherly men- 
tioned, whom he fufpefted to have been a private encourager 
of the tumult, and givine; that dignity to his brother Joazar ; 
f he zealot which he caufed Matthias the ringleader, and the reft of 
burnt a- the prifoners, to be burnt alive, and forgave all the reft s, 
five. This indignity, however, gave him reafon enough to think 

what mourning the Jewi/h nation was like to make for him ; 
and as his difeafe became more and more loathfbme and intole- 
rable (H), and made him ftill more defperate and inhuman, he 

bethought 

® Antiq. ubi fiipra, c 9, 


(H) This difeafe, which them here However, the king^ 
ftphus (6) doth noM fen pie to call dill Jlattering himfelf with the 
a jud^i^ one, was fo compli-- hope of a cure, fent for ph)^- 
cated, and attended with fuch cians from all parts, who, having 
naufeousandfughtfuKymptoms, tried their art in vain, advifea 
'M we believe our readers will bjp f ^ length to the watery 
tsdly fpare us the repetition of Calltrhoe^ on the other liife 


Jvfdax^ 
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^thought iilmielf of fuch an horrid expedient, to prevent their 
rejoicing at his death, as fcarcely even entered into tht heart of 
any tyrant. He iflued out his (Limmons for the heads of all the Herod*/ 
Jnvs to repair to Jericho on a fet day, under pam of death ; ia/i legacy 
and, upon thear arrival, ordered them ail to be (hut up in the 
Circus: and having fent for his fitter Sc^ime, and her hulbind 
Alexas^ gave them (tridt charge to have them all butchered as 
loon as his breath was gone. % this means, added he, I lhall 
not only damp the people's joy, but l^ure a real mourning at 
my death. About tliefe time came back his meflengers from 
liZ^/izr, with Augujlush approbation oi Antipaters fentcnce, and 
the news that Achme bad been there put to death for her treachery, 

Herod could not but feel a ienfiblc joy at it, in (pite of all his 
tortures ; and, finding himicU at that time very hungry, 
called for an apple and a knife ; but his pains increafing at that 
inttant, and he ellayiiig to put an end to them with the knife, 
made a grandfon of his, who tried to ftop diis hand, give a 
loud Ihriek, which alarmed the court, and made every body 
without believe that he was dead. The report of it foon reach- 
ed prifon, who expiefled fuch lively joy and hopes 

at the news, as battened hib execution \ for his gaoler having 
acquainted the king with it, threw him into fuch a rage, that 
he difpatchcd one of his guards on the very inttant to put him 
to death *He outlived his fon but five days, during which. Antipater 
he altered his will afrtfh, left his kingdom to Archelaus, made/"^ 
AJiUpas tetrarch of Galilee and Ptrea \ and left to Philip 
regions of Trachomtts^ Gaujfin^ Butanea and Paniasy which he 
eredfed likawifc into a tetrarch v. To Salome y befides fifty 
thoufand pieces in money, he crave the cities of JamniUy Azotus 
and PhafaeliSy with fome conlideiable legacies to his other re- 
lations. lie died in the fcvcnticth year of his age, thcHerodV 
thirty-feventh after his advancement to thejewtjh crown, 2Lnideath. 
the diirty-fourth after the expulfion and death of Antigonus ' (I), 
and to the no fmall joy of all the Jews, 

For 

^ Amiq. 1. xvii. c. 9, ad fin. ’ Ibid. c. 10, fubinit. 

Jordafty which empty themfelves which,hc appointed a donative of 
in the lake Afphaltes, Upon his fifty drachms per head to all his 
coming thither, he was ordered foldiers, and proportionably to 
to be in a vefTel of oil up^to his officers ; a^d ordered himfelf 
tie neck, which, inftead of re- to be conveyed to where 

Ik^ng him, threw him into a he foon after iffued out that 
niutine fit, put of which he was bloody edidt we are going 
with (ufficulty brought, by the mention in the text. 

Otttjcries of his attendants. It (I) Aichhifhopl^/r dates his 
W« them that he firtt began to death on the 25 th 

Jus difeafe incurable I dpon thcfevcnch month, called Chij- 

K k 4 lw)y 
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i. Fon Sgbm and JUms^ bad as tbef were, and in ^iie ofld| 
the oatha^^and proteftations their tyrannic brother had extorted 
from them at his death, were fo far from executing his laA m- 
human orders, that they even ftrove to (mother Aameftil 
ne mpri-ftQm from the nation. To ^ihis end they went unmediatety, 
fined chiefs 2Sxti his being expired, to the hippodrome, where the heads of 
releaftd 4 )'the fews were detained, cauied the gates to be flung open, and 
5 a ome. declared to them, that k was the king’s order they fhovld all 
depart to their refpcaive homes, he having no further occalion 
Belore the their prefence; which they accordingly did; foon after 
vulvai which, and not till then, they publifhed the news of Herod's 

^ra 3 death. They thon fummpfied the chief officers and feldiery to 

the amphitheatre at fertebo^ and read to them a letter from the 
•deceafed king, in which he thanked them for their paft fervices 
and fidelity to him, and defiled them to flicw it now to his fon 
whom he had appointed his fuccefibr. His laft will 
freclaun them at the (Itme time, by Ptolemy^ the then keeper 

f'’* of the royal ftal, in which there was this itmarkable claufc, 
T*hat it wus to A* of no force till ratified by Caefar, The audience, 
'‘however, taking it for granted, that that emperor would not 
fail to confirm it, fent out an univerfal fhout, Long live king 
Aichelaus ^ and both officers and foldiers promifed him the fame 
allegiance and attachment which they had (hewn tp his father. 
Herod*j THt new king, to (hew his gratitude to him, began with 
Jlatily fu preparing a funeral anfwerable to his greataefs and dignity. 

/tw (7) Another learned chro- out of our province to enter fur* 
nologei obferves, that it gave the thet into that difpute. 
ftnxijh nation a joyful occafion The Jenmjh luftorlan Aims up 
tor a fcftiv. 1, as he died hated by Herodh diarader in thefe remark* 
all wile men (8). able words (2) He was a man 

Our learned prelate has there- inexorably cruel, and a flave tq 
in followed the book laft- his paiTions. His will was hk 

quoted, wluch places his death law; and yet no man, in the 
on^che fe\ enth day of that month, general, more fortunate than he. 
according to the Hihtevj compu- He mounted the throne from the 
ration ; out a late critic has fince condition of a piivate man, fel( 
pretended, that the old Megillah into many difficulties, but for* 
had been long fince loft, and this mounted them all, aqd lived at 
new one foifted into world laft to a great age. As to his 
inftead of it, and is therefore of domeftic broils with his children 
no authority (9). 'We (hall con- and family, how unhappy foever 
cent durfelves referring he* may have been jin my 

our readers to another learned nioin, yet was hefortunatitkkw 
man ( i ), who has fully confuted own , for he ftill got t|ie better 
this aiTumption, it being quite of his enemies, 

(7} Sub A, 4001. (8) Vide MegtUatb Tabantth fob . Chfiov* 

(9' BerS Lamy^ uppar, ehronl, p. i. tf.9. fiS. 5. (i) JSfoy^ 0 ^* «l 

7akan, p, @ /e^. ( 2 ) mfofrg^ f. jp, ^ 
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His bod^ was kid on a fumptuout gicdden littery enriched wWi 
vanetjr ofproctouiftones, arearing the royal crown on his heady 
and holding the fceptrc in his hand. Hrs fons and grandlbns, 
of whom we have (fX)ken in the laft feflion hb fifler and her 
huifaand, accompanied with the reft of his relations, marched 
hy his fide, and were followed by a 3 officers, both civil and 
military, according to their rank. Among the litter, hW 
guards led the van *, then came the Thracians^ next fiitGirtnamy 
and, laft of all, the Gauls or Galatians ; ail of them armed, 
and in order ot battle. The proceflion was dofed with five 
hundred of the king’s domeftics, with aromatic perfumes ; and 
proceeded tohiscaftle of Herodion^ mentioned in the laft fefiion, 
which wa^ about eight ftades, or one thoufand paces, diftaiit from 
Jericho {K.\ and wheie they depofited his lemains, according to 
his will Thev returned from thence to Jerufalem^ where 
Archelaus having finilbcd the feven days mourning for his father, 
according to tlie JewtJh cuftom, gave the people a magnificent 
fcaft. He went next to the temple, cloathed in white, and in Arche- 
the midft of their loud acclamations ; and, being there feated onkus’/ 
his golien throne, gave the people thanks for the veal they to 

prefled for him ; but added, that he would not afllime the 
of king, till it had been confirmed to him by Auguflus^ the’ 
that, as w<dl as the royjl diadem, had been offered to him at 
Jericho^ by the fuffrages of the whole army. He concluded 
with afluring them, that as fodn as he was confirmed hy t|ie 
eniperor, his chief care and ftudy fliould be to defeivc the love 
they had fo unanimoufly teftified for him, and to make his reign 
more cafy •and happy, than that of his father had proved to the 
JewtJl) nation. This fpeech was followed with vollles of huvzas ; uni^verfal- 
^tter which, they began to try the finccrity of it, by a number 

ed. 

• Pag. 449 (N)' ^ Jofepb. antiq ubi fup. & bell. Jud. 1 . i c, ult. 

(K) Or rather, as Je/ephus an Herodion upon one of the 
has it in another place (3), two mountains of Arabia (5^, Mr 
hundred Hades or furlongs; for Rdand jollly concludes, that 
lefb than that it could hardly be, there nsuft have been two cables 
ponfidering that it >vas but fixty of that name built by that mon- 
from Jero/alem, Our learned aich, the former in the neigh- 
Ujher therefore fuppofes fome bourhood oi Jcrufalem and 7 >- 
enor crept into the former, ajid hah ; to wit, (his where he was 
thtt the hiftorian there meant, buried; and the other, at a 
ffi&t the cavalcade marched but greater diftance, and on the other 
iMt ftadet a day (4). ude Jordan (6 }. 

^eing alfo made of 

(3) h I. f. w/f. tnfn. $t/& M. 4C02, 

r* 16, (h) iUuJtr, ftMlerptL^o^ 

*» • , ‘ 
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of petitions fuitable to their difierent exigencies. Some begged' 
for an alleviation of their tribute, others for the total abditioil 
of the cuftoms, others again for the releafe of prifbners ; all 
which were readily granted at this lucky juncture, Archiktus 
not' thinking it advifeable to exafperate them by a denial. The 
whole ceremony was concluded with fuitable facrifices, and a 
. fumptuous entertainment^ which he gave there to his friends. 
mul^aiTd however, (bon refumed their rebellious courlb, 

Ts fome ^^ thefc grants. That afternoon was fcarcely over, 

malcon- l^^^re a number of malcontents, who had been for fomc time 
tents, holding fecrct cabals for raifing new mutinies, broke loofe in a 
body, and, for want of a more plauGble pretence, came beating 
their breads, bewailing the deaths of Matthias,, and others of 
his accomplices, who had been burnt for pulling down the 
golden eagle ; and demanded juftice againft thofe friends of the 
deceafed king, who had had an hand in their deaths ; particu- 
larly they delired, that the high-priefthood might be taken from 
yoazar,, to whom it had been given upon that occafion. This 
unexpefted iridignity failed not to exafperate the new king ; but 
as he was upon the point of departing foi Ro?ne,, and was un- 
willing cither to have his journey flopped by this tumult, or to 
7he mafiergo away before it was quelled, he fent his mafter of the horfe to 
the appeafe them by fair words, and to remind them, that the king 
ior/e in- would do nothing till he was confirmed by the emperor ; but, 
fulted, before he could utter a word to them, they fell a pelting him with 
vollies of ftones, fo that he was forced to withdraw. He fenl 
fome frelh oiScers on the fame errand, and they met with the 
(amc reception ; inibmuch that they wanted but number to have 
raifed themfelves into open rebellion. By this time the fcaft of 
thepaflbver was come, which brought a great concourfe of peo- 
ple from all parts to Jerufalem \ during which folemnily, the 
malcontents never flirred from the temple, but chofe to beg for 
fubfiftence of the comers, rather than leave the place, or inter- 
mit their godly work, till they were driven from it by mail) 
force 1, 

7hemuti- Archelaus,, who jufliy feared, left thefe mutineers IhouM 
(thread the infeflion among the . multitudes that repaired to the 
fperjtd, 2 n officer at the head of fome troops, with exprefi 

orders, either to difpcrfc them, or to feize on fuch as flood their 
ground. They were fcarcely come in fight of the revolters, bfe- ^ ^ 
fore they found fhenucives briikly Attacked by them, and by a 
greater number of ftrangers, whom theit outcries had in((>ire(t 
with the fame rebellious fpirit: a bloody encounter followed, 
wbfch moft of the fol liers were killed upon the fpot, aixd the 
officer terribly wounded, and narrowly efcaped with jlii^ life,* 

V 

Anti«{. ^bi firpra. Bellr, Jud. 1. ii. c. i. 
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This freOi indignity obliged, at length, Arcbelaus to And hb 
whole army againft tliem, with orders to his cavalry to kill aO 
that came out of the temple, and to binder the ({rangers from 
aiiifting them- After another obftinate fight, in which three 
thoufand of the rebels were killed, the reft were foon put to flight, 
and betook themfelves to the mountains » upon which the king 
publifhed an order for all ftrangers to depart to their own homes, 
by which an end was put to the pairhd Iblemnity for that year, 
the rebellion fufpended for iome time, and Archelaus l|ft at 
liberty to prepare for his journey to He fetouffoon 

after accordingly, leaving the government of tbe kingdom tp 
his brother Phtlip^ and took with him his mother Mattace^ by 
nation a Samantafu Nicolas Damafcen^ an old friend and coiin- 
(ellor of his late father, and a great number of other fiiends. He 
was likewiie accompanied by his aunt Salofne^ with her children, 
and fome other near relations, who ptetended to aiTift him with 
their intcreft at the Augujlan court, when their real defign was 
to obftruf^ hib confirmation, and to accufe him to the emperor 
of the malTacre of his fubjeds lately committed in the temple. 

When Atchelaus was come to Cafareoy he was met there Archelaus 
by Sabmusj Augujius\ inttndant of Syrta^ who was haftening^®" 
into Judaoj to take care of the rich Jegacits which Herod had^®®* ^ 
bequeathed tp that emperor. He had, however, been difliiaded 
by Fayus^ in*his way thither, from undertaking any thing further, ^ 
till the emperor’s will was known, and Archelaus confirmed in^^j 
hR kingdom , fo that lie had been prevailed upon by that Syrian 
go\criior to flay in that city till he received further orders from 
Rome Ho flayed, however, no longer there than till Fdrus 
was returned to Antioch, his capital ; after which he went im- 
fnediately to Jerufalem, lodged himfelf at the loyal palace, and 
fummoned the king s treafurers to give him an account, and to 
put him in pofieflion of thofe treafures, bur, as thefe had orders 
from Aichelaus, not to part with them till bis return, they re- 
fufed to deliver them to &abmus\ alleging, they would preferve 
them for Augujivs, till they received further direflions from 
him. By this time Archelaus, and his retinue, were arrived at 
Rme s and among thofe, whom the fubtle Salome had brought 
with her to oppofe his elciiion, was Antipas, another of Antipas 
(bns, whom that monarch had appointed his fucceflbr by 
firft will, and whom (he defigned to fet upagainft his brotlier,^'^** 
under pretence, that that was of greater validity than his 
fe5»nd(L). Thcrb 

/ Antiq ibid c 1 1 . Bell, Jud ubi fupra 

(L) Antipas had beenperfua- one that was perfectly verl^iu 
ded jto ti^s ftep, not only all the affairs m date, h*d been 
by Sabnm, W much more by admitted into the inmoft fecrets 
an eloquent orator, and of Herod*$ teurt, and, being 

come 
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There was ftiH another thing which very much wea&entf 
the intereft of Archelaus^ namely, his officers at 
^arefufing to deliver up ibro£% legacies to Saiinm\ of which hoth 
he and Varus had taken care to inform the Romutfi court. Ar^ 
cbdaus was therefore forced, in his own vindioillon, to prefent 
a memorial to the ei^peror, in which he exhibited his title to 
the crown, the particidars of will, together with an 
inventory of the treafure which that monarch bad left bebmd 
him, to which he likewifc added bis royal fignet with wh«ch 
that will was fealed. This memorial was foon followed by an- 
other from AntipaSt in which were difplayed fuch allegations as 
were moil likely to invalidate HeroeTs lafl will, and his brother's 
title. Auguftus having perufed the writings on both fide^, 
fummoned a council ot his friends, to examine their refpedlive 
claims, anJ made Cairn the fon of Agrtppa^ by his adopted 
Antipa- daughter "Julia ^ prcfident of it Amipatery the fon of Salome ^ 
uxsfppech^^ eloquent fpeaker, and fworn enemy to Archehusy opened with 
a fpeech full of ihe bi teicft invedlives agaiiift him; fuch as his 
laus ^i^iving affumed the ro}al tnle and amWity, without Haying 
£ for the emperor's confent ; his having caufed three thouland 

black to be m flier ed in the temple by his own troops at the 

crimes to paflbvcr feflival ; his having lurnedout feveral eminent of- 

bu charge, atid put others m their room ; his having prefumed to fit 
on the royal throne, heaid and adjudged cauies, and granted 
confiderable immunities, releafed all the prifoners whom hts 
father had caufed to be Him up in the Circus ; all this by Viis 
own affiimed authority, and in the quality ot a J ewtjh 
fie likcwife accufed him of unnatural contempt to cbe memory 
“ Idem ibid. 


come with him to Rome^ was 
inoft likely to rcpiefcnt that 
young prince’s claim to the be/l 
advantage. With that orator, 
was alfo another great flatcfman, 
named Ptolemy^ the bi other of 
Nicolas Damafcetiy and one of 
late king's counfellora. An- 
tipa s bad Hkei^ife brought his 
mother Cleopatra^ born at Je- 
rufaUniy with fome other rela- 
tions and friends^; and ihefe were 
fcarccly come to Rome with him, 
before they found means to draw 
the greateft part of Ar.hclaus\ 
Nations and paitifans over to 
ihesr fide. 


It Teems hyJo/iphusS account, 
a» if A*ihelaus\ party had taken 
fome difgull at him, either from 
hij fevere manner of quelling the 
lafl tumult in Judfseay or on iome 
other pretence, whilll AnUpaSy 
and his fnends, took care to in- 
fpire them with hopes of a milder 
government under hiafi But 
there was Hill a third party, who, 
liking neither of the brocheriii, 
npr indeed any of Heroto family, 
did what they could to make 
them both milcarry in their pre- 
tenfions, in hopes of living folety 
and more qmetlyittider the^dor 
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tif his deceabd &ther, from whom he had received fadi fignai 
tokens of paternal love, and of tus having ipcnt the night which 
foUowod that monarch’s death, in fuch feafting and jollity, as 
' was like to bai^e raifed a fedition among the people, who could 
not behold fudi a flagrant inilance of ittgratitude, without the 
tstmoft deteftation. He concluded with telling the court, ttotEndea- 
Herody vAko bed knew the oppofite tempers of the two bro* •vours f 
tbers, bad not fo much as dreamt of appointing him his {\xz^ explode 
ceflor, whilft he enjoyed his health and fenfes ; but had expreflyHerodV 
named Antipas to that dignity. But fuppoling that be had con- 
ceived a better opinion of Archelaus during his laft Hcknefi, he 
has {hewn you now what a king he is like to prove ; what ule 
he is like to make of his power, (ince even whilft in the con- 
dition of a private man, he could (end his troops into the very 
temple, to cut the throats of his rubje£ls. 

Damafcen fpoke next, and anfwercd the greateft part of An» Anfwend 
^ipater\ accufations, bv (hewing, firft, that, with refpefl to theiJj? N. Da- 
pretended maflacre in the temple, nothing lefs than fuch a feve- mafeen. 
rity could quell the fedition then kindled; that thofe men were 
only a band of rebellious fellows, and tire firft aggreflbrs, not 
only m raifing the tumult, but in murdering thofe officers whom 
the king had lent to appeife them by the mildeft means ; and 
that he had aded nothing in this, or in any other inftance, but by 
the advice of th^fe who were now turned his accufers : that as 
tc^ihe alteiation which Herod made in his will about the fuccci^ 
fion, he being in his perfecl; fenfes at that time, had dcmbtlcfs 
very nealons tor what he did, and might probably have ob- 
ferved (bmething in Antipais behaviour or charafter, which 
obliged him to prefer h.s brother to him ; and as a further proof 
that be had altered it upon cooler thoughts, he urged his fub- 
mitting the validity of it to the emperor, without wbofe ap- 
probation it was to be of no force. As (bon as he had made an Arche- 
end of (peaking, Arehelaus went and threw him(elf at Atigu^usW^Ms" s 
feet in fuch humble guife, as moved his compaflion toward him. humble he- 
railed him up, pronounced him worthy of iht Jewifi^avtour 
crovyn, and promifed to do nothing contrary to his father’s will ; hpfbreQj^- 
after which he difnjifled the aflembly wiUiout any further de* 
eifion, being dedrous to take fomc time to conflder, whether he 
ihould beftow the kingdom (ulely upon him, or divi^ it amoiig 
•hi^s^schiklrenv feeing they .all applied themfehres alike to hun 
fhf wdreis o. 

"Waiipg thefe things were tranfa^lin|at the re(He6 
TldPfix haiJ ^de a new infurredidn xnJerMmi which ^9mjurreaton 
by Varm'% fpeedy arrival trim Ataioebf mSat Jerufa- 
tbe of the ringleaders; but, upon his recitrn to lent. 

AptkdS^ Wing left Sahims with a JRmnanMis^n to keep that 
J • Antiq. ubi fupra, c. i x. Beft. Jud« ubi fupra. 

metropolis 
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Sabinus’i metropolis in awe, this general iaing bimiidf fuperior to dm 
attempt onye^^ made a bold pufli upon the fbrtreiles of the city, and 
Jewiihthe treafurcs of the Hsndian family, with a ddijp to convert 
treafuny. them to bis own ufe- He chofe however a wrongiime for fiich 
an attempt ; and the JewSy who came flocking thither to the 
approaching feaft of pentecoft, not perhaps fo much out of de^> 
vocion, as to oppofe his defigns, <}uickly divided themfelves into 
Chfely ^-three bodies, one of which befieged him and his troops in the 
Jitgeiby palace, whilft the other two went and pofltfled them- 

w Jews, feivcs, the one of the Hippodrome^ and the other of the temple 
on the eaft and north fides of it ; fo that he was inclofed on 
every fide, and in danger of being overpowered by the Jews. 
Rifles the Thefe weie the more exafperated againft him, becaufe he had 
ireafttry. forced his way into the treafury of the temple, and brought 
away four hundred talents out of it, bcfxdes other rich plunder 
which his foldiers had carried ofF, in foite of all their oppofi-* 
tion (M). 

These two aflions therefore could not but highly exafperate 
the yewijh nation, and make them double their vigour againll 
him. Accordingly, whilfl one part was taken up in undermining 
the palace, another was endeavouring to caufe a defedlion from 
tlie Roman general, by promillng an amnefty, and free leave to 


(M) This defperate attempt 
had happened as follows: The 
Roman general, feeing himfelf 
hemmed in on all lldes, and on 
the brink of being aflaultcd by 
the refolute Tiew/, fent an cx- 
prefb to defire to come im> 
mediately to his alliftAnce ; whilfl 
himfelf getting up on the top of 
one of the towers of the c^e, 
named Phafael^ from thence 
beckoned to his troops to make 
n fally on the enemy. They did 
fo, and had an obflinate fkirmiih 
with them, in which they killed 
a number of Jc’ws The reft, 
not at all difeouraged at this lofs, 

g )t up on the outer galleries of 
e temple, fvbm which they 
galled the Romans with flones 
and arrows, Whilfl; thofe of the 
enemy from below had quite loft 
their ftrength before they could 
readi them. 

Tired at length, ^ and afliamed 
CO fee the advantage the Jews 


had over them, they brought 
vaft quantities of wood and other 
combuftible matter to the foot of 
the wall, and fetting it on lire, 
plied it fo briflcly with frelh fuel, 
that the flame reached at length 
to the cornices of the gallery ^ 
which being of timber, and co- 
vered with paint and wax, on 
which the gilding was laid, were 
eafilyfet on a bla2;e. A great 
number of thejwj on the bat- 
tlements periflxed in the flames, 
whilft the reft calling themfelves 
down headlong, either died by thd 
fall, or by the enemy*s Twofdf 
fo that not one of thefe brave 
men was left alive, ^Rjoinans 
giiring no quarter to any of them. 
As foon therefore as theflamet 
were fo far abated, that, thefe" 
could wade throuj^t theQi#' 
broke into 

from which they odT mr 

plunder above^mcntlod^ ^ C 

aatdi 
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mairb off untnolefted, to as many^ as Ihould leave Ae place. 

Th^ added the like promife to Sabinus, upon the fame condi* 
lions, and affiired the Roman troops, that they had no other 
defign in taking up arms, but to free themfrlves from the ty- 
rannic yoke of the Herodian family* Saimus would have gladly 
embraced the offer ; but the Injuries he bad done the Jews 
would not permit him to rely on their>plomire, fo that he chofe 
rather to wait for the reinforcement he expeilcd from J^rns, 

During this time new troubles were raifed in other parts of 
Juiaa ; among others two thoufand valiant veterans of the late 
king, who had been difeharged from the fervicc, aflcmbled 
themfelves in a body, and fell upon Archelau%\ forces com- 
manded by his nephew Archtahus ; but this young general not 
daring to face them upon equal terms, knowing them to be old 
experienced foldiers, went and iecured himfelf as well as he 
could in fbme fortreffe, and other places of difficult accefs p. 

We have heretofore had occafion to mention one Ezechlas^ 
a captain of a gang of banditti, whom Hefod had with much 
difficulty caught and put to death, with about forty of his troops* 

This man left a fon named Judas, who feeing now the country 
labouring under a kind of civil war, took this opportunity toratfed hy 
revenge his father’s death ; and having got together a band of thejudas. 
moft defperate free-booteis at Sephorts, a city in G alike after 

leveral incurlions into the king’s dominions, forced at length 
inCQ the royal armoury, where he equipped his men cap-d-piiy 
and from thence into the treafury of every place where he 
came; and. being thus furnilhed with men, arms and money, 
injedled terror into the whole province, and plundered all he 
could come at ; and fo fucceGfuI was he for fomc time, that he 
began to aim at the fiiprenie power ; whence he is thought, not 
without good grounds, to have been the fame which is men- 
tioned by St Luke ' under the name of Theudas (N). 

He was not the only one that aimed at the crown during 
thefe troublefomev times. There fiarted up another, named 
Simeon^ a perfbn of a comely flaturc, ftrongly built, and 
efteemed by the Jews, and fufficiently conceited to think him- 

P Antiq. ubifupra. Bell. Judaic. 1. ii. c. 2. 4 De hac vide 

antiq. 1 . xiv. c. 10. xvii. c. 12. Bell. Jud. Lii. c. 2, So alib. pa£ 

$peti(o vol. ii. p. 459, (Y). ' Acts v. 36. 


(N) This feems more thdh 
not only from what 
each hiftoriaii fays of him, the 
o(if^ thet ho nibed at the crown ; 

he gave him- 
eminent per- 
CRvgrWt deliverer ; as 
(«) Jm, ubtfuy, f. IX. BciL Jud. L 


the Jews were in more than or- 
dinary expedation of at this 
time; butlikewife from the af- 
finity of their name, n^Til 
^boudah in the Byriac anfweriiffi 
to the Uebnw .nn*' Jehudah, 
and to the Gr%ek ^lovJ^ar (8). 

Ii. e. z, i'^sd. artut l/ffer, fib A. M. 4003. 



headed. 


A third 
h A- 


ifllf of it. Heha4 been empb^ bjr 
gtw^ imp^tance credit. As foon therefore as he appearq^ 
at the head of a palty, the people ikIuteJ him kir^ of the 
Jtfvs V and he, to ihew^ his 7 eal againft the twq^ riVstl fbm of 
hb late mifter, led direfUy to Jertcbo^ where they iet 

the royal palace, a rich itfK$ flatcly building, in flames. He 
proceeded to do the hw to feveral others, giving his men 
the whole plunder of them. But, happily for that country, 
GratuSy general, or, according to Tir/mr®, Fams^ 

the Syrian governor, fell fuddenl/ uoon them, and, whilft they 
fought with more courage than fle 11, g^vc them a total over- 
Defeatedy throw j an 1 Simeon wa^i caught in hia flight in fome narrow 
and Si- defile, and being brought to the general h id his head imme- 
mcon^^f- diately ftrucic ofF*. Whilft thefo were plundering and burning 
the royal palaces in one part of the countrv, another gang was 
doing the fame in another, pirciculaily that of Amathn on 
the JorddHy built probably b\ Jlcrod for the benefit of the hot 
waters, which that city was fame 1 for ''nd took I'^s name from. 

Bu I the moll defperate an I ilan ^ci :> is of all thofe fc lilious 
ganiis (for they raged in ettry pi ce liU n tpiclemic drllafej 
tiuronges. was that of AthimgeSy hcrctok'it an obfuiiL fluphtid, or no 
meiit or worth but what he challenged from Ins gigantic ftaturc, 
Htsgang and brutifh floutneG.(0) At length, ifrer m in)* bhody and 
defeated, defperate exploits, the mock ni inircn fell .into the Inndo of yfr- 
chelausy after his return into Julai* One ut his brothers vms 
taken by Giaiusy and another by Ptolemy, The 1 ill of them fur- 
rendered himfelf upon good conditions; and io the yrhole gang 
was difperfed. But all this while the whole country was ftill m 
a flame from frefh iniune£tions, as well as from that of the 
yews againfl i^ahinusy whilil the Herodian competitors were 
wailing at Rame for the emperor’s dccifion. 

* Hill l.v ‘Joseph ubifupra. ^ Euseb onomall. Tub voce. 
(0)Thisupflart contended like- ter to cither fide, when they fell 
wife for the royal authonty He 
had four brothers of the fame 
monflrotts fize, whom he made 
hb lieutenants over the multi- 
tudes that came flocking to him 
fbr the honour of fighting un- 
dlsrhb banner. JHe took^upon 
him the royal diadem, md tho^ 
he ofttA confutred his council^ 

3^ adled acconhog to hts arbi^ 
trary will. He hated the Ro^ 

HmAmt aflkit; but 
diA^lormer felt ofbmcr dm dXt&s 
ofhbcn^ty He 


into his hands ; but he feemed 
rather to bend his force agathfe 
the RontanSy becaufe didio 
plunders and craeltiel^ WfAe 
frelher m every bpdy's memory. ^ 
He laid an aD^iih 
of, their conv^i^ pi 
Emmuusy and {el! u| 
foddcnly, thathefel 
manding offleer^ ^ 
men, dead on m 
in 

all dK had nbt 
good time to 
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By this time Varus^ being aj^rtfed of the dinger SabinmVtct^ 
and his legion were in, took the road to Judita^ at the head mafchtsf^ 
of his other two, which were all that he had then in Syr ia^ Sabinus’i , 
and with four tioops of horfo, and fome foot, wluch he 
got from the neighbouring tetiatchs. He orJcieJ their ren- 
dezvous tlX, Ptolemats^ where herccciv^i fomc licfh auxilia- 
ries, befides fifteen hundred more, which the king of Arabia 
fent him to Berytusy more out of hatred to the Haodian 
fami'y, th n love to the Rl turns. With pait of his army 
f^arus marched rowaitl Surna^tiy vihilft the rcll, under the 
command of his fon, made an inroad into that pait of GaliLe 
which was neareft to Ptohmais, Ihs lali, having put tO Sephoris 
flight all that oppofed him, went and took S‘phDiiiy fold M. taken and 
the inhabitants by audion, fet file to tliat noble city, and buint, 
reduced it into an heap of riihbifh. His l-»ther, on the other 
hind, pafTcd by Sanmttay hccaufe lie heard, that it had no 
hand in the 'ftinj]) inf uirt£t ions, and inaichcd ftrait to Jetu^ 

Jaltm. In li's way he fuffered his Arabuin troops to plunder 
and burn Itvei.il village > and towns , fuch as AtuSy hccaufe 
It belonged to Ptohrnyy a friend of litiol'y hurnpho ; and Em- 
mans \ tins laft HI revenge of the flau^htcr which Athronges 
Jud made of the Romani ntu tint pi tc , hut the inhabitants 
of It, foicfcung the ffoiin, had tinVvIv h^rfaken it, Whilll this 
was doing without the city, the hcficgcrs, who weie juit 
go’ng to i*nrm the pilaoc, leaving hcaid of / uruj coming 
vi4jh luch a force, raifed the fiege, and niaiched off in a The fuge 
fright j upon which the hcliet^'d came forth, with the grand- raijed. 
children of, lletody to comp’imcnt him on his arrival, and to 
thank him for his timely help. Saithus was tlie only one 
who did not follow then example ; but Hole away pnvately Sabinua 
towards the fea. / atui gave a very fevere reprimand to the Jitals 
inhabitants of ^jcrufaleiriy for their late hofiiliUes againft the aixay, 
Roman legion ; but was foon appealed, when he was appnftd, 
that they iieitncr had an hand in it, nor were able to hinder it, 
being themfelvcs pent up by tliofe foreign ‘/ttor who were 
come to the feaff, and had btetun the tumult. However, as Varus’r 
he thought it expedient to make a fevere example of the ring- ftvefttyto 
leader^ of it, he fent fome of his tioops through the whole the re- 
kingdom, v/ith orders to make a flriA fcar^h after tliem, and *vAters. 
bring them piifoiurs tcj lum. Upon their return they brought 
a valt niimbet of thulc wn wrbes, two thoufiiTj of whom he 
caufed to be eriicified, and lelLaied the reft (Pj. 

All 

(f) This (everity did not hin- him, which prevented bisdifband- 
der another body of ten th^land ing his auxiliaries, as he had 
fiom talcing up arms agamll defigned, ai£ obiized him to 

Voi.X, LI fend 
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All this while Archelaus was follciting the emperor to 
ratify his father’s will, and to name him king of Judaa^ 
A deputa- About this time Martaa his mother died ; foon after which 
tion fent there arrived a deputation from Judo'a^ confiilmg of fifty of 
agatnft ^^e heads of that nation, who were fent to oppofe his eleflion, 
Arche- ^^d to beg of the emperor, that their country might be made 
part of rhe proMnee of SjriA, and fubjeft to the governors 
of It, without kingly government. 1 hey were feconded by 
above eight thnufand jlvuz then fettled at Rome ; who all pro- 
fefTed an averfion to a kingly coverninent, and a dehre of 
living under that of the Romans^ provided they might be 
allowed the free exercife of their religion and laws. Atigujlm 
referred the matter to a council of his own friends, whom he 
convened at the temple of Apollo^ w Inch he hid lately built. 
Complaint and where both fides were to be heard in then turn. Here 
agatnft ihg jetift) cmbaflidors bc<^iii with inveighing ipainfl Heiod^ 

Herod, who, they afHimeJ, had governed their nitiui like a tyrant, 

violating all their laws both ficrcd and eivil , impovcrifhmg 
a nation, whom, at his Hi icccflion to the crown, he had 

found rich and opulent ; faciiheing an infinite number of his 
fubjc£fs either to his ambition, jealoufy or refentment, not 
fparing even the matrons and virgins of difiindtion, cither in 
and Ar- his fury, or his luft ; notwithttanding all whicirthey would 
chclaus gladly have accepted of his Ton Atchdaus foi their prince, 
had he not given them fo many conviricing proofs of his ty- 
rannic difpofition, an inftancc of which they urged in the 
maflacre of the three thoufand mutineers in the teiriple, befoic 
he had received the imperial confirmation. 1 hev concluded 
with a petition to Augujlus^ that he would put their nation 
under the Syian governois, and then he would foon be con- 
vinced whether the /ews weie ically fuch rebellious people as 
they had been leprefcnttd to him , and not, on the contrary, 
men of the moft fteady loyalty to the fupeiior powers. All 
this was immediitely anfwtred by Damajeen^ who took upon 
him to vindicate the deceafed, as well as the new king, from 
the charge of tyranny and cruelty ; and Augujius^ having 
heard both fidcs thus far, difmifled the allembly, without de- 
claring his lefolutioii till further confideration. 

iend them to quell this new re- forgave the common people, and 
volt They eifily compafTed it, concented himfelf with fending 
becaufe the enemy, infiead of the chiefs of them bound to Au- 
ftinding the brunt, furrendered guftus ( i ). 
themfelves at difcretion. Vat us 

^ (i) & bell* Jud* ubi fup. 


He 
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He was not long, however, before he decided the contro- 
verfy in fuch a manner, as convinc^-d the world of his fritnd- 
ftnp both to He) od^ and to his offspring. He beftowtd the CTfarV 
hah of the kingdom on JfcheJauSy under the title ot 
or governor of a nation ; and backt * it with a promife that 
he would give him thit of king, as foon as he he rJ, thu he 
had rcndeied himhlf worthx of it. This put or ethinrchy j * 
contained Judaa Propria^ Idumea^ and Srwianu ; hut lie tx- 
empted this h(t of one founh part of thtir taxes, in confidcr^^ 
ation of then peaceable bchavi lur dining the late tiouhlcs in 
"Judaa and Galilte (Q^). jeje hits reckons ti e vihole > early 
revenue of (his new ttiin rchy to hive amounted to hx hun- 
dred talents. I he icmaindcr of llii l\ kingdom ^ is divided PhilipV, 
between his othei tuo ions Phil p and % t pas ^ tlie forme And- 
of whom hid the regions of llutaniay Tta ^ mt r, and 
n///j, to which Co'JiU added thit pa»-t of Gal hi which hid 
formerly belonged to /cnoinu , mentioned a litile higher, 
and which alone amounted to about on hundred taUntsa 
year. The latter had the grcatelt pirt of GuUht^ and the 
countries beyond Jo hoi, amoun»^in to twohiindiid tilcnts 
a year. Salome Jnd f(»r her /hare, ne/ides hdf a million oi and^^ 
filver, the cjties ol fumua, AjuOtu^ Phala ^ , to w hich lomcV 
Au^ujius added tint of Ajt,alort, 1 he r ft of 7 / / s lt^» icies,/ 

paiticulaily the fifteen hundred t dents which he hid h qniatlied 
tcHiim, he gentroufly diftributcd b twe n lus ( ihei relation^ 
his giandfons, and two virgin auiditti , whom Ik mirricd to 
Pheioras'sion^y referving forhimfeJi ni ) a few r f h s move- 
ables, not fo much for their value, a out of it nd to the 
memorv of Iik deceafed friend . 

I'ms new divifion of the jtxKijl king om wi, feirce fet- A fftudo 
tied, before there flirted up a ikw pr t nder, who i]iiiekly Alexande- 
drew a numerous partv aftei him. He wa> a y<ze, brout ht 

tl t oflie# 

^ Antiq. ubi fup. c 13 ^idc ^ Strap & *^1 i ir ubi fup 


(QJ However, this pirt*tion, 
as well as change of title from 
a king to an ethnarch. piiinly 
ihews, that he was nothing Icib 
than fatished at his proceedings , 
and indeed, whatever Dam feen 
iDIghc urge to colour his too 
fjpeedy aflumption of the regal 
power, it is plain he had not 
paid that regard to the emperor 
which ne ought tp have done ; 
all which wa^ fCfHcieutly aggra- 
vated by^ the oppoiite party. And, 


as he loou 1 upon th it young 
prince -IS too iikcIy to follow 
h»o fith^^rs violent me'ilurcs, 
nothing could be more pi adt ntly 
thought on to l^ep hi.u within 
due bounds, than fuch a condi- 
tion il promife He likcwife dif- 
membcied from Judaa the cities 
or Ga%a, ijaiara, and Ihppor^ 
becaufe tnty followed the cullorn « 
of tbt Greeks . and joined the n 
to the provin/e of 

ki ?. .«p 
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up at Sidmij and fo like the late AUxdtnder the fon of Herod 
by Matiawne^ formerly put to death, that, when he came 
to gtve hiinit If out to be thc?fame, and to have been preferved 
alive, he eafily deceived not only the bulk of the JewSy but 
even thofe who had been acquainted with that unfortunate 
H/V^rWpiincc (K). Upon this fuppofition, they fpared neither pains, 
entry into < ofl", iioi ar i himitions, to render his entry into Rome as 
Rome. fpkndid as pcdliblc. The litter or chair of ftate in which he 
was carried, the vaft ciouds that accompanied him, and the 
reception he met with at cvciy place he came to, were all 
anlwcrable to the high notion they had conceived of him. 

As fi)Oii as they wcic come to Rome^ whither the reft of 
the flocked in ciouJs, t(» pay their homage to this new- 

rihn oft piing of ihn Aftro-nian race, AugvJluSy who knew 
Ihtcd too well, to believe tliat he could be impofed upon m 
a matter of fucii importance, knt one of his freed- men, named 
CiluAuiy loiiiicrly a companion of the two brother?, to bring 
this new Alexatuhr to him. Celadus was as eafily impofed 
Difrover- upon as the reft ; h\xt Carfare who examined him with a more 
sd hy Au cuiious and uneinng eye, foon difeovered amanifeft deficiency 
guilus jij tjjj. nidjcfty of this upftart, fi om what he had 

obftivcii in that voung prince, bchdes a certain callofity in 
the hands of the foimci, which convinced him of the cheat. 
Ife theicfbrc af^ed him and his inftrument, What was become 
of liis bi other ; and why he did not likewife come and make 
cut his ch'in to the JliviJI) ciown ; and was readily anfwcred 
bv both, that A ijtohnhn had ftaid at Cjptus to wait the ifluc 
of this journc) , il^at, if one of the fons of Mariamne mifcar- 
ned, the other might be preferved to keep up the AJmoneun 
r ice and title. '1 h^ir mutual agreement, which ftill helped 


R' He was afllflcd in thib 
^nipoll'iie by a cuiuung fellow, 
" ijo had formerly gone through 
'dl the lutrigueiaf IL 5// 'a court, 
i" d w ho. hnding the yo ing man 
cif'ibic ol ciriyi'ig it on with 
g*tic likclmocd ol lucccfi, ad- 
\'Kd him to let about it imme< 
MHtvIy J^heie two accordingly 
»vith givmg out, that the 
two )oung priiiccb, AleKanJet 
ard A*r,}obului^ whom the ycjrj 
lappolid to have been put to 
dciih purfuant to their father’s 
order, had been preferved by a 
faithful friend, apd two other 
perfuns fubllicured xn their dead. 


Thcfc two went firfl to Cu'fe, 
thence to Me/os, where they laifcd 
confiderable fums of money from 
the l/tzvj that were fettled in 
thofc iflands Having fucceeded 
fo well at their firfl fetcing out, 
they refolved to fail for Rome ; 
and, being arrived at Puteo/r, 
were met by all the heads of 
the yews, efpccially by thofe 
who were in the interefl either of 
the Herodian, or of the Afmo- 
nean famdies, of both which 
they looked upon him as the im- 
mediate heir, and confequently 
as the only rig^ul king of the 
Jew, 

to 




'*to confirm the reft, ferved only to make the emperor look 
upon the whole as a forged ftory ; and, to be further convinced 
of it, having taken the young nftm afidc, he, partly by threats, 
and partly by a promife of fp^ing his life, extorted a full 
confefiion of the whole impofturc ; the confequence of which 
was, that the young man was fent to the gallies, and the Pun/j/jtJ. 
other, who had been the contriver of it, was condemned to 
be hanged. As for the yews who had aHlflcd them with 
money, Cafar thought tbdr lofs and difappointment a fu/R- 
cient punifhmcnt *. 

But neither the did ike which the ynvs had flicwn upon Year of 
this occafion to the Heiodian family, nor ilic prudent caution Chrift a. 
which Cesfar had given Jrihelaus^ proved fuflicieni to keep Bef, the 
him within due bounds. He was no fooncr rcnirmd into vulgar 
yudeca^ than he began to betray fume marks of his arbitrary a?ra i. 
and refen ting temper (S). 

Howevkr, the firft years of his reian proved peaceable 
enough ; but the people at length, both yews and Samaritans ^ 
being tired with his tyrannical reign, joined in a petition to 
Augujlus againft him ; which had no fooner reai.hed him, 
than he fent an agent of his into yudeva^ without any other 
letter, to fetch the yewijh cthnarch to him. Archclaus^ tht)' 
warned, as well as the incefhious Glaphyra^ by fame portend- 
ing drearm mentioned at length by yofephus y, had given fo 
little heed to them, that Ceejar^^^ rncll’cnger found him in the 


■ ^ Antiq. ubi fiipra, c. ult. Bell. fad. 1 . ii. c. 5. y Antiq, 
ubi fup. & bell. Jud. lib. ii. c. 0. 


(S) He began with the depo- 
fition of 'Joa’zar from the high- 
priefthood, on pretence that he 
had fidcd with fome of the late 
mutineers ; and bellowed tJiat 
dignity on Eleaxar the brother 
of the depofed pontilF. He next 
repudiated his wife Mariamne, 
and married Glaphyra y the widow 
of his brother Alexander, con- 
trary to the Mofaic law, becaufc 
fhe had had feveral children by 
him, and had been married, fince 
her firft huflnnd’s death, to Juba 
king of Mauritania. He de- 
pofed fodn after the new-inftallcd 
pontiff upon fome dilguft, and 

( 2 ) Atttip ibid, Bell, ubi fupr 
(4) Susm, in Qftav, r. 95, 


raifed ye/ut the fon of Stas to 
that dignity. He beftowed nn 
immenfe de:'l of coll in rebuilding 
and beautifying tJie royal palace 
at Jericho , and bringing down 
one half of the dream, which 
watered the village of Nerea , 
into the grove of palm-trees 
which he had planted in the 
neighbouring fields (2). About 
this time Cains, coming from 
{3) Judaa, expreffed 
his contempt of the ye*wijh re- 
ligion, by refufing to offer up 
facrifices at yerufalem, for which 
he is faid to have been com- 
mended by Ca/ar (4). 

r, f . 6. ( i) Orof, /, vii. c, 3, 

L I 3/ height 
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Archelaus height of his mirrh, when he came to acquaint him with hill 
hrpugbt orders, and obliged him to haften with him to Rome. Upon 
Rome, their arrival there, Augujius^ with hib ufual equanimity, 
heard both the charge and the defence ; atur which ht con- 
demned Atchrldus to be baniflicd to the city of Vtenne^ in 
Gaul 01 DaupJwie^ and all his gords to be confifeated. Judaa^ 
by this fcntencc, being reduced into a province of the empire, 
was ordered to be taxed, and Cyitynm^ the then governor of 
Jud^ and a man of confular digim\, wns feiit thither to fee 

fMde a executed (as we have litcly hintid upon another occihon) ; 
Koman which having fold AnhJuu^\ palaces, and fn/ed upon 

his treafuic, he retuitud to Antuth. leaving the ^tws in 
no fmall ferment upon the dcc( unt of this new tix 
^he caufe Crpnmus^ the Rowan gcneril of hoilc, and governor of 
of t bar yudna undtv C\rimus^ had accompanied him in that expe- 
futwt dition ; and his piefcnct, as well as tlic good oihees of 
tivatr,a?id zar the then high pritff ( I ), Ind, lor a whik, kept the na- 
total de tiQn under Ionic lilii^iiit, till fuda^ the GauLnitey of whom 
P u^lian, Ipoken in the lift fection, and one a tuibu- 

lent phiriiec, kt it aguii into a flame. We hinted before, 
tint this boutefeu took upon him ro condemn thb taxing as 
flwifli, idolatrous, and iiiconliflent with their duty to CioD, 
the only Sovereign v^ho c uild claim anv homage or allegiance 
from the childien of Ahuhafn (U). The war being thus 

kindled 


* JosLPir. antiq ubi fupra Bell. Jud. I. ii. c. 6. 


(T) Jo/ephits has forgot to 
tell us how he was reiiiUalled 
into this dignity, of which he 
had been d prived by chtlaus 
ibme years before, to mai'C room 
for the Ion of hinted a 

little hignei , but it is probable, 
that, after that [ nnee' baniih- 
meiir, Joa^ar found means to 
recover that dignity under the 
Zyrtait governor ; and this might 
be the motive of that zeal which 
he fhewed in appcafing the dif- 
contented 

But this lad adflon, mflead of 
confirming him m hi^ pontificate, 
jproved the caufc of his fecond 
^epoficion, it havmg rendered 


him fo obnoxious to the Je^iJh 
nation, that Cyremus was forced, 
for quietnefb'fake, to turn him 
out of It, and to put Ananus m 
his place (;) 

(U) This topic feldom failed 
to make an impreflion on a peo- 
ple, who were taught to look 
upon themfelve:* as the only fa- 
vourites of heaven, and upon the 
red of the world as defigned to 
be their flaves ; but it wrought 
much more efiedtually at this 
time, when their hopes of the 
Mefhah, or temporal deliverer, 
infpired them with a tenfold dif- 
dain againd the yoke which their 
conquerors were then laying 


) Anttp /. xvui. r. 3# 

\ 


upon 
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'' iktodled within and without, was followed by a grievous h-Afamni 
mine, and this by a pefiilence^ all which elided at length mandfg^h 
the total rum of that rebellious and unhappy nation * ** ; which^'^^f^- 
was owing to the ambition of this upftart feft or ladlion, 
of whom we have given an account in the clofc of the 1 ift 
iedion , to which wc ihall only add, that, after the death of 
their chief, they diftinguiflied themfeh es by the godly name 
of zealots, and, under that fpecious title, committed the mod 
unheard-of cruelties, and carried their violence even into the 
very temple. 

Ail thi:> while ihe SatnatUans had not forgot their cAiiJhetmplt 
grudorc agaiiift the Jlil v, though the‘v h ul been fo long quiet poltuted h 
CyruUi 45 was fearte g( ne out ot Judo'n^ before thev begin to^^^ Sama- 
111 eh I evv mifehiefs them thev wailed till the next 

appio idling ie ill of the pafiovci, which on the eve of, a 
numb r of them liixinj privately ilipt into the temple, ftiewed 
the gillerits, an 1 othei places of rdort, with deul mens bones, 
fo tint he piielL on tlic next moriiing, findin^ that facred 
place polluted, were forced to put a Hop to tne folemnity ; 
which indignity obli >’ed them to be moie cautious for the fii 
ture, to guard the avenues from all fuch infuJts, However, Chtjfi 
the ceremony wis foon lefumtd , ind it was on this feflival 
that Chijft, being then twelve years of age, c *me with f^^pU 

parents to^Int folemnity, accoiding to the fnvtjh cufloin, 
which obliged all the mahs, who hid attuned to that age, 
lepiir to the temple on the three grand teflivils •*. Here the ’ 
flOly Child ehufe to Hay, unknown to hib piunts, who 
departed with the reft of the company. 1 he) did not ^ 

him till night, when haxing in vain fought him among their"^ ’ 

• Antiq I 'viii c i, S. feq Bill |ud Inc 8, feq 

** Sec before, vol in p i8, ^ (A) Coiif ^ J 'od >siii 15 & 

XXXIV 23 Deut XVI 16 Luc ii fi, feq 


upon them JuJns thercfoie 
could not have wifh d for a more 
favourablejunClurc to m ike him- 
feif the held of 1 numerous and 
powerful party And thtiefore, 
added he, it is high time that 
you fhould make a Itienuoub pufh 
for your country's freedom, and. 
Without expedling new nuraclcs 
to be wrought for vou, do but 
depend on the favour of Piovi 
dence, and you meed not doubt 
of coming oft conqberors. There 
wanted but this laft incentive to 


fet them 1 madding iftcr the 
promifed liDe t) Accordiiiglv , 
we find tint his fpecch wrought 
them into 'i kn d of ^urious 
frtr[yy which quic‘ ’/ verted 
ilfelf lu the nioiL liorrid butch 
erie« and cruelties , his paiiy 
piu Jcring, bij'ning, dellroying, 
and rnurdi ring ever) where, in- 
difcnininitely, /eivs as wijl as 
Gentths^ and, in a word, all 
that oppofed his fpecious pretence 
of religion and hbert) 





relation*; 



ne Hift&ry of m Jtm, Jt: JMf 

relations and acquaintance^ among whom they Aippofed him 
to have been, they returned immediately to Jerufalem, Here, 
after three days forrowful feareh, they found him in the 
temple, fitting among the Jewifo doctors, and furprifing them 
with the wifdoin of his queftions and anfwers, fo far beyond 
his mean c hication, and tender years. His pious mother, 
tliough laviflied at fo pleafing a feene, could not forbear ex- 
prcfiing Tome tender rcfcntment at the concern which his ab- 
Anfvaerto fence had given her. The fhort anfwer he returned was not 
his for- prefently underftood by them ; but yet was a lefture full of 

ronvful excellent wifdoin : TFifl )i noty faid he, that I inuji Ic about 

mother. my Father s bvfinefs (W) ? 

Coponius was (bon after this feaft fucceeded by Amhi- 
v'msy in whole governorlhip Salome died, and bequeathed her 
three cities, mentioned a little liighcr, together with the fine 
grove of palni‘tiees planted by JtchelaiiSy and all her vafl: 
treifiiie, not to eitlicr of her nepncv\^s, who fiill held their 
fmall toparchies, b'lt to the einprci^ yalufy oi, as yofephus 
Various alFeiffs to call her, Ltvia. Jmhiviu\^ ^ftei a fiiort time, was 
changes ^/fucceded by Anntus Rufvsy and Au;^ul{ta d c(i at Nola in Cam^ 
governorr pan.a., as will he feen in the Rowan hiftory, and was fuccctdcd 
and high ~ by *Tderiusy after the litter had been fomewhat ahuve two 
frnfts. ycais admitted into thv' Copartnerfliip of tht empire. From 
this period mud the filteenth year of Ttbenu^y inent.oncd by 
^ the evangelilt S he taken. Tiberius^ upon h;s coining to the 
empire, lecaJlcd Hufu^y and fent Valerius Grata: \\\to J r^dauy 
who was th<^ lourtli "ovornor or piocurator of it, and 

continued in that governnunt eleven years About five 

^ Luke ili. i. A^id Uisi-R. fub. A M. 4017. Ppid. fuban. 
r. 12. Antiq, lib xviii. c. 3. 

(W) And fo he redly w.is ; mory, and ftie and her hufband 
for, a? he had been fent to be gladly returned with him to their 
a tencher of the world, and as mean habitation, where he coii- 
fic now commenced what th,' tmued in a dutiful fubjedfion to 
'/m’j called a fon or difciplc of them. In this humble privacy, 
the law» it became him, who his wifdom incrcafing with his 
was to be our pattern, to make flature, he attradled the eyes and 
his hrd acceiTes to his future of- hearty of all that beheld him, 
fice of infirudlor, by coming to and continued exercifing the trade 
le^ of thofe whom God had of'caipenter (6), till the thir- 
af^inted to preferve and teach ticth year of his age, when he 
the knowlegc of his laws. His began to make a more glorious 
mother filtered none of thefe appearance in the world, 
fayings to fjip out of her me- 

{6) Conf. h/tarc. vj.'3. Matth. xiii. 55. Luc. ii, 51, 
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’'"years after his being entered into it* he de,5ofe<l the hi^h-prieft 4 
jtmnusy oiAiinas^ in the fifteenth }ear of his pontificite, ard 
raifed IJhmael t.^e fon of Ftihus to that dignity. JJ^ing foon 
after difpleafed with his choice, he took it from Iflmml on 
the next year, and gave it to Eleaza^ the fon of 
whom he had lately depofed. Eleazar in a }c.ai'’b time v is 
forced to refign, and was fucc^eded by i>tmon the fon of Gi- 
mithy who within the compafs of another year turned 
out, and Jojeph^ furnamed Capha^^ and fon in hw to 
above-mentioned, was put ni his 100m ' ; fo uncertain and 
venal was that dignit) become b/ this time (X). 

Gratus hiMifelt was f )on rcvalle’, and hicceeded 

by Poitius P 1 perloa who exceedenl all his predtcell ji-> 
in injuftice, c' torn n, ii d ciitlt) , and fo thoroughly weehicd 
to his own tint he was t ipahle of the vilt if actions 

to piomotc tint fiioui te‘ tnd 'foltphus his been foinewhat 
if^uTA j ( ^ hi ehr<(^ i , butP/ j* 1 it i 1 Iivt.1) di aught 
o* ** il' ♦^ch oi wi ich the icad^i ini' i t in the note Year of 
(Y' , by whicn he miy (iidg.- how qiJuicd he wis for Chi ill 16. 
tile 1 lit lie w iioj'^^^ tj ad, in puling the iijoll uiijuft kn- 
tf nee on the molt in k eent ol imn 

Wi Iiintid a 1 rrl^ hif^h^r, tint tlv other ions of //J/^z/Hcrod 
had f '1 kept poliMlion of tiieir tf'O-iichits, i otvvlth^^ln(Ilng ^*^Pbilip 
Anh I j’s depot ’“I » ! an 1 binifiinunr it will Ic ihneforc ** ^^^*^ 
very propel hcie (o <Mve lome fuiil r a count of ihtm before 
w^'ei ter into i nev and diilerent k nc I hev h ici cacli of 
them fettled fhemfelves the beft tiuy c jiil I .n their imall ler- 
riroi V. A !t p , bv.t*^crlvn ^A[^ i pi of w Im ^zzf/z/Sc-’ 

h^d tliPCMintn L /'u, Lw^ 11 with iw IdiriT th titp of phoriszwfi^ 

which hriJ h J a Irt w 'e^:)ie bi ’P r^duc d to »lb. «- 
by tho Ion of Fat us ^ .niiJ fu^n undwd it with a ftr ng will in«l 
towel'., fo that It f cc«.nic the li*wiil, an J i le of iht btft 
cities of that canton , and as he L u Ken fuceefdul en > gb 


« Comp Jo&iPii ubi fupra, & Luke ni 2 Join vvni 13 
A£ls IV 6. * Lr^it aa Caium 


(X) Thefe are the two high 
priells that are mentioned in t*ic 
gofpel to have prolecutcd and 
condemned Jefus Clirift to deatnj, 
and Catphas^ or, as he is there 
called, Caiapbas (*"), was the 
perion who adjudged it necclFiry, 
^at he Ihould be cat off to fave 
fhe nation from ruifi. 


(V) Ills whoL idmi 1 flrat’on, 
accordii g to this aurnor, was 
one continut.d feene of venil jul- 
tue, npim, rvr^nny, and every 
wirkei adion , of ricking and 
pjit ng innocLi I mf*n to death, 
untried and uncondemned , and 
of every kind of lavage cruelty. 


( 7 j 49 , ^ Pi 
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to 
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to ingratiate himfcif with the new emperor, he bulftanothe^j 
a fine city, on th'' northern banks of the lake of Gennezareth^, 
and called it Tiberias^ in honour of him (Z) ; and from 
thence that lake came to be called the fea of Tiberias (A). 
His brother Pbiiip followed his example, and raifed the vil- 
mMs Ja- jggg Qf Sethfatdid^ on the oppofitc end of the fame lake, into 
a magnificent tity, and called it likewife Julias^ and gave the 
name of Cafarea to PaUas^ the place where the Jordan has 
its fpnng-head, aftet he had greatly enlarged and beautified 
Jews jtg. During this time came out that cduS oi Tibet i us ^ 

mft?ed which obliged all Jlws and Eg)pUans to depart from the city 

l^me. Qf Jiome\ or, according to another, out of the territoricb 
Italy (B). 

Hi \ HEKT. o Judaa^ though in a violent ferment on ac- 

8 Antiq. ubi fupra, c 3. Tacmt. an. I. ii. c. 85, 

* SuEToN. in Tiber c. 36. 

(Z) Jofephus add*!, that it was houfts to others, to take off their 
not far fiom the hot baths of qualms of confcience about tread* 
Emmaus ; for wnich reafon we mg on dead bodies. Another 
think It necelTary to remind our city formerly tailed Betarampb^ 
reader of what we obferved in tba he rebuilt, and called by the 
a former note, that the Jeuns einprefs’s name, Jultas, 
gave the name of Hamah and (B) The caule of this edidl 
Hammath to all places that had being Tome vile praflict:, which 
any fuch waters ; that ol Em- a few mean perfons of each of 
maus is the fame, only foftened thofe nations had been acting in 
and grecitied. We mull there* the imperial city, is foreign to 
fore not confound this lail with our prefent fubjedt : we refer 
another in the neighbourhood of our readers for a further account 
Jertfalem (8), which bears the to Joftphus (9), and the two 
lame nime, and mofthkely upon authors lad quoted. All that 
the fame account. we need add to it is, what Phila 

(A) This city he was forced has obferved more than once ( i ), 
to people modly with Galthaijs that this feverity againit the 
and llrangei*', becaufc it being whatever pretence it might 

built on a giound, which was be coloured with, was hatched 
full of fcpulcres, the going over underhand by Sejanus, That 
which polluted the ftnius feven wicked minider, who knew how 
whole days, he could hardly gel oppofite his plots and defigns 
any of that nation to fettle there, were to the known loyalty of 
though he endoweu it with con* theJ^itj, could not but conceive 
iiderable privileges, and gave its fome dreadful jealoufies from 
inhabitants the greated encou- them, which obliged him at 
ragement, to wit, lands to fome, length to rid himfelt of them. 

% 

(S) Vth tnt, ah Luc, xxiv. 1 3. Vid £f Retard. tllufi*. 4 i. r. 46* 

(97 Antiq, ubi Jupia^ c. 4. (1) Legal, ad Caium, 
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unt of the hte tax» and feme other tumults which the Pilate 


Romans had appeafed by main force, had not, however, broken cau/esnew 
out into fuch a violent and univerfal flame, as it did after the troubia itt 
coming of Pilate. It was this governor, whofe fierce, ob- Juda:a. 
ftinatc, and cruel temper, haftened on thofe feditions and 
revolts, which did not end but with the total extirpation of 
the JewiJb ftatc. His predeceflbrs had hitherto wifely for- 
born to bring the Roman fiandards into the city, becaufe their 
bearing the images of men, a^id Hvii^ creatures, made them 
to be had in abomination by the Jews. But Pilate^ who 
thought it beneath him to (hew them the fame complaifdi.ce, 
ordered his troops, whicli were to winter in that nutr polis, ^ 
to enter it in the night, with thole Hand ards covered ; and Se/j ufi 
caufed them on the next morning to be difplayeti. 'Fhis new fiandaris 
and ftiocking fight put the whole city into an uproar ; thc\ at Jcrula* 
went to him in a bo ly to Ceefarea^ where he then was, and Ic™* 
begged of h.m that they might be icmoved to fomc other 
place ; but were anfwcreJ, that he could not comply with 
their requeft, without glancing an affront on the emperor. 

As they flood ftift' in their petition, and he in his denial fix 
whole days, five of which the former bad continued proftrate 
on the ground before his palace, night and day he at length 
came out to them, as with defign to give them audience ; 
and, being mounted on his tribunal, which he had rcaied in 
the circus, gave the fignal to fome of his troops, whom he 
had^convenicntly polled, to fall on them, and to murder all 
that Ihould not immediately depart, and who inftaiuly came 
out and furrounded them. I'he Jews however, far from His cruelty 
being terrified at fo horrid a perfidy, meekly held out the fuh* 

their necks to thofe butchers, telling them, and the governor, mijjive 
that the lofs of their lives was nothing fo terrible to them as 
the violation of their laws j and Pilate j who expected nothing 
lefj than fuch a paflive conflancy in that turbulent nation, 
was fo moved at it, that he at length granted their requefl, 
and ordered the flandards to be removed out of their metro- 
polis 

But, as he feems to have been wholly bent upon mortify- Shields 
ing and fpinng ot the JcwiJh nation, he foon refumed his confe- 
ufual courfe. A projc£l came next into his head to fet up a crated ta 
number of Ihit-lds in the royal palace of Jerufakm^ in honour 'I'iberius 

'of Tiberius (C) ; but which the Jews failed not; to refent as 

• the royal 


^ Bell. Jud, 1 . ii. c. 8. > Id. ibid. Sc antiq. ubi fupra, c. 4. falace. 


(C) This tranfa^on we have no mention of it. 
ftdm Philo (2) ; Joji^us makes 

(2) p, 10J3, G?//. 
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an indignity offered to them, rather than a compliment to 
that emperor. He had, it is true, taken care that there 
IhouM be no carved images upon them, that might give them 
offence , but the very infcription of them was, they thought, 
contrary to their law ; otherwife there was nothing more 
common both before and after the 'JewiJh captivity, than for 
the Jewifly monarchs to cover even the front of the temple 
with ia h ornaments, as the reader muft have often obferved 
through the courfe of their hiftory. The magiftrates, there- 
fore, of chat metropolis, with the foils of Hetod (D) at their 
head, went to reprefent to him in the moft civil terms, that 
fuch a confecration was contrary to their laws, and to beg of 
him, that he would pav a greater regard to them. But their 
rcmonftidncts not being able to prevail with him, they im- 
med at ly withdrew, .md (oon after lent i very prefling, but 
fubmilfive 1 vtci to Rome^ which Ind the dcliicd effedt. 7i- 
btiius immt (lately difpatched anotln i Xo Ptlati^ wherein he 
highly bhmed him for whit he h>d done, and ordeied him 
to remove the ihiclda i ifo foiic other place ; which he ac- 
cording!) did, and hnt them to liui j up at Ccpjarta 

ffis next pro; "df to vex tliv frw\ys\''^ to find out iome 
fnc\.ious pretence for drawinj moiuy out of the ficred tiea- 
fuM. 'Ihis was indeed the inoft rffldhial way to touch them 
t ) the 4]uii.k, next to t’lt nfli i f the timplc , foi he knew 
but too wJl thwif hUsiC hie «tti limcnt to thofe two places. 

Lcgat ailCaium 


(D) M^'aning piobihly of thr it to them, ard tl t*y would im- 
thfod tJ t (mat 'Whotho’c ii ». Inn 1)- dilpatch a deputation 
fons wtie, our author doth not to Pome to petition the empcior 
till u but u may rc lion ibl) igiinfl it Thcfe laft words 
fu| foh tv o of ti I m to hue threw the governor into a flnnge 
luiti / // ftp , tcti ircS of diknim'i on ihc one hand, he 
Call 1 IS brotlui, cNi '»diJ i otliing lo much as fuch 

me iT oned n huic hi»hn, 1 3 I 11 a oeput tion, v Inch would m 
will n ; cnoii ^J\ it th it rum to 11 Id ehhood hy open all the 

cb^ ye tJic /i i s 1 iiw oilier iniquities of his adminiliration : 
two nny have been probibly on the oth-i, if he complied 
lome ot hib grandchildren Ifow with their requell, m removing 
ever tint be, Pilate repullcd the fliicld', he not only gi^ve an 
ticm with hi> ufinl fcorn and adv.,migc to a people he hated 
obihn'icy, till they ventured and delpifed, but expofed him- 
at length to idvife Jimi, not to ftlf to the refentment of the 
pilh th ngs fo fir, as to exifpe emperor, wh(^f might probably 
rite the nation into an open re- look upon fuch a compliance as 
volt They added, that, if he an affiontto himfelf, and a coin- 
had rcceued any fuch command pliment to the Je-vDt» 
from Ceefai, he, need hut ibew 


• Tho 
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plaufible pretext he chofe for it was, the bringing of an 
\aquedu£t, about two hundred furlongs off, itito yeruft^em ; 
the expence of which he expected fhould be fupplied out of 
that facred depolitory, and demanded accordingly of them, 
that a tax fhould be levied upon it. However, as he knew 
that this would not fail to provoke the people into a mutiny, 
he took care to provide againft if, by caufing a number of iiis Caufis a 
ibldiers to mix themfelves with the croud, with clubs hid un- nenvin/uf 
der their coats, to be ready upon a fignal to fall upon the mu- region. 
tineers. He was hardly feated on his tribunal, before it was 
furrounded accordingly by a vaft concourfe of the yews^ who 
came exclaiming againft his project, and where fame of the 
meaner fort, as is ufual in fuch mobs, accompanied their cla- 
mours with bitter invedtives againlt him, Pilate had not heard His hellijh 
them long, befoic lie gave his men the lignal, who 
mediately fell on the yeivs with their clubs, wounded,y"ft>^^-f 
lamed, and even killed many of them indifcriniinatcly, and 
difpcricd the rtlt " (E). 

This was the difmal ftatc of yuclaa^ when the Saviour olThecaufes 
the world made his fiift public appearance in his miniftry ; 
mifcrably torn by their inteftine broils ; opprefled with infidelity 
heavy yoke of the Roman emperors, and of their more rapa* 
cious fubftitutes j divided into factions i?nd fe<5ls, which 
each othtr with greater rancour and inhumanity, than their 
V(jry oppicfTors ; deceived, and often led to ihcir ruin by up- 
ftart demagogues, falfc prophets, and pretended Mc/Iiahs ; 
and foothed and flattered to a degree of judicial infatuation, 
into ihe mMlaken notion of a fpeedy temporal deliverer, and 
of a glorious and lafting fcenc of conquers, triumphs, and 
other cartiily hapiiiiicfs, under his aufpicious reign : all which 
proved fo many ni\iiieible obllaclcs to their embracing that 
falvation, which Chrirt the true Aiclliah came toofFer to them, 
and made them lun into the very jaws of that deflrudlion, 
which their rejection of him and his doCiiiiu:, joined to all 
their other impieties, loon brought upon tficm. All wdiich 

^ Antiq. ub: fupra. 

(E) Jofephui doth not tell u% the brginniiig to the end of it ; 
whether Pilate went on with his and rliat the Jfujs vutc not be- 
defign » neither is it eafy to guefs hind-hand with .him, either in 
> cither from him, or from Philo, oppofinghis defigns, oppreffions, 
at what year of his government and cruelties, or in giving him 
the three laft-fiientioned tranfac- frefh troubles by their tumults 
dons happened. ^ that can be and feditions, in which every 
. gathered from the whole is, chat fedjoined to givean helping hand, 
he took all the pains he could though at ever fo great a vari- 
to Joal^ it uneafy to them from ance in oth^'p^ts. 


Will 



tie Jews. I|t 

Will be bell Teen by taking a Ihort view of the three laft year$ of 
his life ; of the irrefragable credentials he brought with him^ 
and the obftmate and unreafonable oppofition they made againft 
him y of his love and tendernefs towards them, and of their 
malice and ingratitude to him ; of his irreproachable innocence, 
and of their injullice in condemning him to death , and laflly, 
of the innumerable evidences given to them after his refur- 
re^lion, of his being the true promifed Mcfliah, and of their 
invincible hardnefs and obftinacy in rejeding him to the laft. 
We fhall therefore clofe the prefent fccEl on with a ftiort ac- 
count of thofc three laft fignal years of his life, and his dole- 
ful exit on the crofs , conhning ourfelvcs chiefly to fuch par- 
ticulars as have an immcdnte conncdlion with the two main 
points m our view , the divinity of his miflion, and the jui- 
tice of the jfews punifhment in the dellrudion of their city, 
temple, and comnionwcilrh, and total difpcrflon of then na- 
tion, for their obftmate rejection of him and his doi^rine (h). 


(F) It Will be perhaps objefted, 
that, in entering thus far into 
thoie two religious points, we go 
out of our limitb as hillorians , 
and that inflead of writing a con- 
tinuation of the hiflorv of the 
y^vj, we are going to prove the 
truth of Chriflianity againft them 
But let It, wc pray, be conflder 
ed, that though this were the 
real caie, the harm would not 
be great , and that, provided both 
points are kept going ftill hand 
in hand, and we do not fo fix 
our eye upon one, as to lofe fight 
of the other, we ftill anfwer the 
two mam ends of hiftory, to 
make men wifer and better 
We fhould moreover be guilty 
of a flagrant injuftice to the in 
iatuated /ews, if wc ihould neg> 
left fo fair an op^ ortunity of re- 
minding them of the fource of 
b 11 their misfortunes, and point- 
ing out to them their only re- 
medy We have heretofore taken 
notice of a promife made to them 
by God, that though their fins 
had caufed th^m tc be difperfed 
through the foilnci larters of 


world, yet, as foon as they were 
brought to an humble acknow- 
kgement and confefTion of them, 
he would gather them home again 
into their own land * 

Accordingly, before their trtal 
difperfion, the longeft captivity 
they underwent wis but of fc- 
venty years, though ft was brought 
upon them by the horrideft crimes, 
fuch as idohtry, muiders without 
number, facnleges of the blackeft 
nature committed by Manajfeh^ 
and his wicked fucceflbrs ; and 
yet they had this comfort in the 
midft of their punifliment, that 
the fame prophets, who had fore- 
told their captivity, had likewife 
fet a period to it , and were ftill 
encouraging them to bear their 
chaftifemenc patiently, fince God 
would certainly put an hapj^ 
end to It at the time prefixed. 

What crime can they then 
charge themfclves with of fb 
atrocious a nature, as to bring 
this more dreadful captivity of 
feventeen hundred years upon 
them, without one prophecy, or 
even comfortable glimpfe, when 
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It was now the thirtieth and l«ft jubilee fince its firft ce- Chiift cm* 
lebration in the land of Canaan o, when Chrift) in the thir 

tielh nuni- 

® See before, vol. iii. p- 41. & (CJ )* L^ser. ann. Tub A.M. 

4010. his hie 30. 


they lhall fee an end to it ? T 
they know of any fuch fin, why 
do they not confcls and acknow* 
Jege It, and thereby put a period 
to their mifcry ^ for (jod’s pro- 
niilc Hand*; fine now, aa it did 
three thoufauJ \cars ago. 

Since then the\ arc ignorant 
of th’s grie\oui cnnic ; Why 
ihould we make a dilhcilty to 
point It out to them, when we 
have fo fair an occafion offered ^ 
Why lliould we not tell them, 
that It was their putting the Mef- 
fiah to an unjull and ignominious 
death ^ whicli they aic lo far 
from not acknowleging, that they 
juftify and glory in it, .ind, by 
fo doing, muider him ilill in 
theTr hearts, as often as they 
tliink 01 fpeak of him, and fo 
bcLoriii partakers of their an- 
ceitors guilt, as well a piinilh 
menc. 

Again, The fcripture doth in 
fcveral placts, but more expre fl> 
St Paul ^3), allure u , thaithcrc 
will be a time when they fh.iil 
be all recalled ; and their h.i\ mg 
continued folong unblended with 
other nations, notwithflanding 
their difperfion tbiough e\cry 
part of the habuablc globe, is 
a ftrong proof of it hor, wiiat- 
cver fuperficial heads may ima- 
gine, an impartial thinker wiH 
cafily obferve, that noining but 
a particular Providence could 
have kept them in that uiiinixed 
Hate which they have continued in 
chefe feventcen centuries, when 


he fees even in our own land a 
multitude of nations in a tnucli 
Icfs time, as much blended aid 
abforbed into one common name, 
as their bodies are into one com- 
mon ea»-th ; efpecnl’} when wc 
Gopfidcr by wnat weak fupports, 
or lather poor mean eiahons, 
their faith ard hopes have been 
kept up, ever fmee they have 
feen all fcripture calcu ations, 
conceriiirg the time of the Mef- 
fiah, fo long ehpfed ; to fay no 
thing of the many difrouragc- 
ments they have at one time or 
other met with from every na- 
tion under heaven. 

Wc are afiurtd by the fame 
apollle 1 1), th.it thi> recall of 
the Ynis will not be till after 
the fuinefs, or total converfion, 
of the gentiles. Were the for- 
mer onu rightly apprifecl of chi*. 
It IS likely their veal in obflruii- 
ing the one would inlciilihl) 
abate, whcntliC) law, mat t wa> 
the fatal means of retarding the 
o Jiei 

W^e may add, that fince the 
beft hilloi.ans have not thought 
It out of ihcir province to plunge* 
into the deep abyf^ of obfcurit), 
to find out the caulcs of the 
decay and fall of kirgdoms 
and em| ires, but have even en 
deavouied to difcover them ii> 
certain aipcdls of the hcaveni* 
bodies tranfits of comets, and 
fuch-iike amufing dreams ; mav 
we not much moie be ai'owca 
trace this remarkable one of th*^ 
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tieth year of bi's age, came to preach a more glorious aiid 
ccptable one, not to the Jitutjh nation' only, but to the* ’ 
■whole world. The Jewijh was ufually u(hered in by thc’founi 
of trumpets, the new Chriftian one by the voice of one cry- 
iii*^ III the wi dernefs, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, and fo 
on P. 7 "his was the miraculous ion of Zechartas^ a priefl, 
prophet, and forerunner of the Meffiih, who having left the 
u ildernefs, where he had fpent his younger days, came now 
to preach repent nee, and the kingdom of the Meffiah, in 
thcfiftccnt! year of Tilei:us^ and in the high-puelthood of 
Year of Jofeph furnanied Catphas^ mentioned a little higher. The 
[thrift 30. aulfenty of Ins life (G), and the newnefs of his dodtrinc, drew 
daily gi eat numbcis 01 fezus to be baptized by him in the 
ferdan^ fiippofiiig him to be the Alcfliah ; but he quickly 
ilifcidinud that glorious title, affiiruig them that he was only 
Lnt aa h'S piccurfor, and to point him out to them, as the 
p« if ui who wab to baptize them with the Holy CtIioII. Jefus 


P Cenf Ifa’ahxl. i, 2, 3 1 \. i, 5 . fcq. Luc. iii. 2, &fcq. iv. 19. 


Teix'. und^r the condadf of Aich 
infallible gulde^ ab the Scripture 
and hilfory aflbid us ^ All which 
will be beft Len, when wt come 
to compaie Clii.ll’s piophecifs 
againll tliac unhappy people, and 
the wondCifal accomphniment of 
them, as wc have k related bv 
one of the bed hillojuns of their 
own nation. 

(G) Ills dreL, and rnamicr of 
living, feem to )n\u Let 11 the 
Lme with the anlient piophecs, 
of wliom wc have fpokcii in a 
former volume (^). His food 
was wild honey and loculls. Wc 
h ive h id occafnn to mention 
both in a former volume, efpe- 
cially the 1 it-er, which a rao- 
dTn travellci hath fanficd to 
)i VC been the infect which the 
htaeUtes were liippl'^^d wutli iii' 
i.ead of qiiaiKs, they being a 
vvhoifoiiic and agreeable food 
much ufed in iome patts of AJta 


and Aftii (6', and are alfo al- 
lowed by the itical law (7). 

Aichbiiliop VJher fuppofes, 
with gi eat piobability, that this 
pie'ichcr of lepcntance began his 
nrn.lliy on the grand fall, or.px- 
pneion diy, of \vhich frequent 
mention has been made in this 
hillory, It being ]nj6incd to every 
l,}tuUtF to faU, and alHi^ their 
fo'iis on that day, under the pe- 
nalty ol being cut off from his 
people. 'J'his clay fell, as we 
have circv\ here obferved (8), oil 
tbe tuith day of the feventh 
month, called TtjM^ anfwering 
ro a bo at the nineteenth of our 
O uher ; and on that folcmnity 
the jjbilee was to be proclaimed 
through all the laud (9) : upon 
both which accounts no time 
could be more proper to begin 
the woik of proclaiming tht 
more fpiritual and univerial ju* 
bilee, which was now at hand. 


r 5) V i, ,.i, p, 7-4, iy Uif 
hi. 4 * ( 7 ) >»• 

l^o) Ihid, xjfcxv. g. l/JJit fub 

8 ' ^ 


(S) jh,d. f. 399, (Q^). vtd. 

/«. (ZJ VoL ui. />. 44^ fif 

M 


came 



to the place Coon after to be baptized among 
reft $ and J^hn in humble gutfe excufcd himfelf from 
that high office ; but, being at length prevailed on to go into 
the fiver with him, upon their coming out of the water, the 
Holy Ghoft vifibly dcfcended, and lighted upon him, whilll: 
a voice was heard from heaven, fayii^» This is my htlovtd 
S$n^ m whom I am wM plea fed Whtreupon the baptift 

took that oppoitunity to manifeft him to all thit were there 
prefent, and to bear this ample teftimony of him, that 
Was the very Chrift, and the Lamb of God, wlio was to take 
away the fin of the world ^ 

As yohn continued biptiving and preaching in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bcthabara (H), a greit concour/e of people 
flocked to him from all pirts, efpec ally in ihcir return home- 
wards {romjcrujalem^ where they had been ceicbiating the 
feafl: of tabernaclcb, which fell out about the beginning of 
November^, Among them was a great number of the phar 
rifaic fc£l, whom he feverely rebuked upon fuveral accounts, 
particularly on their pretended privilege of being Ahtaham^^ 
poflerity , afiurmg them at the fame time, that as long as 
their lives were fo opp )fite to that of their glorious progeni- 
tor, they muft exped to be caft, like the chaff, into the tire, 

^ Matth 111 13, & feq Luc ni 21, ^ fcq ^ lid ibid. 

Vj 4 & Joh.i. 29, & feq. * Vol 111 p 26, & feq 


(H) So called from the ffe^ 
hren» , beth habatah^ 

the houfe of pafTng o\et, or 
ierry-houfej fuppoied by fomc to 
have had thit name from the 

J aflage of the Jjtaehtes ovtr 
^<irdan \ but whether fo or 
not, Its name (hews it to have 
been probably fome great ferry, 
and fo very convcnieur, not only 
ibr baptizing, but on aceount of 
theconcourfe of people at fuch 
places for receiving tne toll 
But the word beth hahatah 
alfo, and perlnps more 
projMy, transited a cuflom-* 
zk the officers of it, whom 
publicans, were called 

- ikuas i many of whom 

*3* ft) 


came accordingly to the baptifl, 
to inquire what kind of repent- 
ance was proper for men of their 
profcfiion ; and were aniwered, 
they fliould exid no more than 
their due (1) to the ioldiers, 
who are ufually fel to guard 
fuch aver lies, he forbid ufing 
Violence, fiHc accufitions, extor- 
fion, t)c to the rcll, who, on 
the fame ruppoficion, dei’t in the 
mercantile waj , he injoinecl like- 
wife a pndlice oppofite to theit 
common one 1 Ih it is, liberality^ 
hofpitility, charii)^, Ijc inlfcad 
of covetoufiiefs, fiaud, (jc 1 hus 
was he fulfilling what was fore- 
told of old (2), Every valley Jhalt 
he filled^ every mountain leveled, 
tcQ. 

y fir. 





^ fhe'H0efy ^ $ht Jews. 

vbilft God could raife a poftcrity to the father of tl^e 
out of the very fiones they were; trampling upon* Om 
year was born to ^er§d Agrippa^ the fon of Jrljlobutm^ a 
named aifo Agripp , who was the laft king of the Jewsy 
before whom St. Paul was allowed to plead his cau^e ; and on 
the next year was his filler Berenice born, who was alfo pre- 
fent at the tryal % file being fixteen, and her brother feven*' 
teen years of age, when their father died 

yohn the baptift having given fuch an ample teftimony to 
the Saviour of the world, the two firft that became hi$ follow- 
C&riji ers, were two of his owndifciples ; to wit, Andrew the fon of 
calls fome ycnah^ and Stmon his brother, to whom he gave the fur- 
dtfciplet. name of Cephas^ or Stone. On the next day, as he was re- 
turning to Nazoreth^ he called Philip to follow him \ and 
this went and gave notice of him to an honell Ifiaeltte^ named 
Nathanael^ who is generally believed to be the fame, who is 
by the other evangelifts cA\l^ Bat tholo^rnu i afluring him, 
that they had found the promifcd Mcfiiah, namely JeJus of 
Nazareth. NathanaePs mean opinion of that city, and of 
the whole Galilaan region, could fearedy permit him, at the 
firfl news, to believe that any thing fo good as a prophet, 
much lefs the Mefiiah, could come from fuch a mean quarter. 
He was however foon undeceived, when yefus* told him fome 
of the private difcourfe which Philip and he had had together 
under a fig-tree, far enough out of his hearing. Thefe /wo, 
therefore, and fome others, followed him into Galilee^ where 
they were all invited to a poor couplers wedding. Here the 
wine beginning to fail, yefus*s mother, who wis one of tlie 
guefts, acquainted him with it (I) i who arofe foon after, and, 

oi 


* Adis XXV 1 3, & feq ” Vid. antiq I xviii. c. 7. xix. 

c ult. UssER fub A M. 4030. &feq. Scealfb a little higher, 
p 44;, in hn not. (N). 

(I) The anfwer which ours, fible, that extraordinary worjBdp, 
and mod other verfions, make which he foreiaw his followers 
jiim, who was to be the pattern would in time pay to her, and 
of all perfedlion, return to his the like, 
mother on this occafion, has given Whereas a learned critic of 
jud offence to all fciious readers ; ,our own (3) has lately ptMd, 
notwithdandmg the fpecious glof- beyond all contradiAion, that the 
ies which commentators have put words, if rightly rendered, Ittb ' 
upon It, fuch as that he expreded full of the ewepw fiii^ Irelpft i 
himfelf to her in thofe contemp- for the word yvpil^ i 

tttOtts t^rins, to prevent, if pof- far from being a (Ate or \ 

(5J BUsfyh feertd vkdset ' " f? 




^ Comfiaffion, mimculouily fupplied them with zHUfirfl 
and fuAcient quantity. This wonderful change of fuch mhach at 
quantity of Water into exceUent wine, filled the comp my Cana, 
with admiration, ahd further confirmed his new difciples, 
that be really was, what they thought him,^ the true Meiliah. 

From Cana he went to Capernaum, a. fmall city on the well 
ihore of the lake Gennezareth, where we fiiall often find him 
in the fequel ; and where he made but a fhort flay, at ihis 
time, by reafon of the approaching feaft of the paflbvcr, to which 
he repaired with his difciples, it being the firll fcllival of that 
kind he celebrated fince his entrance into his miniftry 

Upon his coming to the temple, he found it crouded with fheimpfi 
people that fold cattle, poultry, and other fuch things as profaned. 
ufed in the fcwijh offerings, and had been fet up there for 
the convenience of thofe that came from far to the feafls, and 
bought them on the fpot, rather than bring them from their 
homes. This had likewife introduced a number of money- 
changers for the ufe of thofe who brought foreign coin inftead 
of vi&ims, and whofe tables and trade were equally a profana- 
tion of that ficred place. It is likely, that the pnefts, who 
might and ought to have made them keep their fldls and 
compters at a greater diftance, made a perquifite of their in- 
dulgence, ahd confeqiiently aggravated the abufe. Againft Chrtf 
them, therefore, Chrift chofc to exert the firft eilays of his dnw the 
aiatbority and zeal, by tuining them all out of that facred traders 
building, after a fevere reproof for their mercantile profana- 
tion of it (KJ. In the mean time he did not omit giving 

• them 

^ John h. 13, & ftq. 


tempt, as it founds in our lan- 
guage, that he has proved it 
from the beil authors to have 
been given even to queens. We 
may fay the fame thing of the 
word 54, ifiah, in the He- 
which is uied in the fame 
r^ipe^ul fenfe by the Je<ws, 

M for the phrafe which is 
thml^liendered, fybat have 1 po 
t it is well known 
a jBewnw idiom, which im- 

l^r- " 

(4) 4p^elM MzSamf 


(K) But, whim his difciplee 
admired his zeal for the houfe 
of Goo, fo worthy of the Ion 
of David, the diflatibficd 
were queflioning and demanding 
the iigns of his authority ; and 
received this remarkable anfwer 
from him, that they ihould de- 
ilroy this temple, meaning that 
of his body, and he would raife 
it up in three days. It was upon 
this occafion that they, xniilakmg 
his meaning, reminded him of 
the forty -^nd-hx years it had been 

1 J&igf xvii. eith. Le 
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them many other pregnant proofs of his divine nl!/fion, in tl^ar 
many miracles which he did before them, and which Hill 
creafcd the number of his difciples ; but he, who knew their, 
hearts, cafily j idged that many of them would foon turn 
their Iv.cks upon him, efpecially when the fanhedrin and the 
pharifiic ft (ft raifie to denounce their fcntence of excommu- 
nication againft them (L). However, though that fedt was 

the 

building ; of W'hich we took no* able to furmount. To this wc 
tice a little higher. His difciples, may add, that Chrift, choollng 
however, underllood him much the fahbaih -day for working the 
better after he was rifen from major part of thofe miracles, 
the dead (5). g'tve them Hi II a greater oflence ; 

(L) It is doubtlefs a matter their fuperllitious prejudices mak- 
of great wonder, how the ye^ivs ing them look upon even fuch 
could fee fuch a vaft number aud works of mercy to be a violation 
variety of miracles wrought by of that holy day, notwithftand- 
Chrill on the tick, halt, maimed, ing all he could urge to the con- 
deaf dumb, blind, paralytic, hi- trary ; a flagrant inftance of 
natiC, demoniac, and other ob- which wc have in the cure of 
je^ts of pity, and yet believe the man born blind, in the chap- 
him a falfc prophet, a deceiver, icr laft quoted out of St. yohn. 
or any thing rather than a perfon But what mbft ‘helped to con- 
fent from God : how they could firm them in this abfurd judgment 
fee him give fight to thofe that of him, was a paflage in DeuU*'o- 
were born blind, life to one that nomy (7), which, rightly under- 
had lain four days corrupting in flood, is only a prudent caution 
the grave, feed fo many thou- againll tlicir being' drawn afide 
fandb with a few loaves and filhes,* by falfe prophets, and pretended 
Hill the winds and feas by his wonder-workers ; but which they 
fingle word ; and in fine, to dif- did, and flill do underftand to 
play, as it were, his irrefiltiblc this day, fo literally, and con- 
' power over the univerfal crea- trary to the plain dcfign of the 
tion ; and yet either condemn lawgiver, as to infer a poilibi- 
him as a cheat, or be ever clking licy of a man’s working many 
for feme fuitlicr and more con- and great miracles, either by the 
vii cirg fign of his being the help of the devil, by magic, or 
A'ltiilih (6). other means, and without any 

We ii.ivc alreadyaccountcd, in other view, but that of with- 
part, for tins ftrangc proceeding, drawing people from the fervicc 
in the detail we gave of their of Goo. - 4 ^'* 

fcveral fedlsj wlnofe tt jets, being ‘ Now, when men < are ' once, 
for the mofl: part diametrically prepoflefled with fuch an abflit^ 
oppoficc to thedodrine and fpiric notion, what miradea can any 
'of the gofpel, proved fo flrong perfon work, that may noc 
an obrtacic againft it, as few were reduced under that dafaf» 

(0 J hn n. iS, . (6) int, at. Jokn vi. l, ait 30, 

(7) Cb, aiii# j,. 

‘ have 
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the mod inveterate agairift him; we fliall find fome of them 
of a more upright temper, who, making a more equitable 
. iudgment of his miracles and dodrinc, came to be inih uded 
oy him, and became his difciples, though privately, and for 
fear of their unbelieving brethren *. 

Among thefe wai. one Nicodimus^ a venerable ruler, who, 
rightly concluding that fuch ftupeudous works could not be 

* John ii. 23, ad fin. 

have any diflike either to his and judicial blindncf-, of thole 
perfon or doctrine, or can find learned rabbie-, but which we 
any plaufible objedlion againft find give rather oficncc Co fome 
his manner of working them ? piou^, but weak minds. But, 
All which concurred here .igainll upon the whole, if \ie cor.fider 
thofe of our Saviour, and were, the vail lupcrllition Inch then 
upon thofe accounts, rejected by reigned among the Je-^xs j how 
the generality of the Jcivs, even additted they were to allrology ; 
to this day, as wc hinted above, wnat llrange power they attri- 
Accordingly, they are fo far from bated to tne iieavcnly bodies, or 
denying him to have done great rather to the angels which pre- 
and fignal iniiucles, that they fided Jii each of them 5 what 
have invented the moil llupid prodigies they tlioughi miglu be 
llorics to piiove, tliac he did done by the right t voc.itrr*n of 
them either by iii:ig>c, winch them; what fupei natural cllic, icy 
the/ fay he learned in ilpypt, or they aferibed to the riglit pro- 
by*^ing privately into the teni- nuiiciation of the Name of Goi>; 
pie, and Healing thence the in- how extenfive they fuppofed the 
cllable rVaimj of (lOD, by virtue power of magic lu be; and that 
of which he could perform all it was nor only laukil, l)ut ne- 
thofe great wonders ; and many ccfl'iry, to leain it in oik*!, own 
more fuch fliameful and childifli defence; and lallly, that thofe 
evafions, the bare mentioning of were not the notions of a fmall 
which is a fufficient confutation number, but of the whole na- 
pf them. Thofe that defire to tion, except perhaps fome lew 
know more of this Je-vjiJb trafh, more judicious and unprtjudiced ; 
may confult, among others, tlie fucii as was NicoJemNs^ and fome 
book intituled fepher tholedoth otlicrs, whom wc /hull mention 
Jifu^ or the hiftory or book of in the fequel, and who made 
the generations of jefus^ and a more impartial judgment of 
fome others, which the reader Chrill's miracles ; wc need not 
nja^nd in the margin (8). wonder, that the reft, who neither 

. omit here fome other ftill liked his perfbnf charatler, nojr 
ibore abfurd as well as impious doctrine, iltould attribute thofe 

M notions, which we in- ftupendous wofks to any other 
Q our fi^rft edition, merely caufe, than to tlie power and 
taei^fe the ignorance, malice, finger of Qop. 

( 8 ) ^Lah, Cedaliah Sbaipeleib Jiaccaba^A^ pMfjtz. Nitzacb'it Abr» 

7z wash David. «/. mult, 

■'M in 3 wrought 
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wrought without the Divine affiftance^ and in 
fome^new fignal doArtne, fuch as the thinking part of 
Nieode- expeAed the Meiliah to bring with him) came privately one 
mus tomes night to have a conference with *him about it. ^ha 

toCbriJi took a fingular delight to encourage Wh fincere inquirers 
h wght. and knew him to be a io£kor of the law, immediately enter- 
tained him with the main and grand point of regeneration, 
without which he afllired him it was impoflible for a man to 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. He expreffed hThnifelf, 
moreover, in fuch terms as he might have juflly expe<Sied to 
be well underftood by him, by comparing it to a new birth, 
fuch as the yews affirmed to be that of their new profelytes ; 
concerning which the reader may fee what wc have faid in a 
« , former volume Dut Nuodemus^ better verfed, perhaps, in 

athisdo' reigning difputes of his and the other fe<Ss, than with 
^rine. lund a mentals of moral divinity, as had been quite fwal- 

lowed up by the prefent polemic contagion, feemed wholly at 
a lofs how to underhand it. Our Saviour, therefore, having 
given him a further explication of that heavenly doftrinc, 
requefted of him to embrace it upon his own authority for the 
prefent, afTnring him, that it was one main purport of his 
coming down horn heaven, to teach it to mankind. He 
added, that the miracles which he had feen him work, Ihould 
not bt the only proof he would give men of his divine million, 
fmee they fliould fee him Ihortly lay down his life in confirma- 
tion of It ; and, in fo doing, fulfil all the prophecies and types 
of the 0/d Tajiament^ and the decrees of the divine love and’ 
providence, by dying a ranfom for the redemption c/ mankind 
And therefore he juftly concluded, that if men receive not 
his divine teftimony, but will (hut their eyes to that marvelous 
faving light which he has brought into the world, it is be- 
caufe their evil deeds, which are manifefted and reproved by 
it, make them prefer their own darknefs ; and this it is which 
aggravates their guilt, and will hereafter their fad punilh- 
inent ^ (M). Ntcodemusy who felt the force of all thefe truths, 

became 


y Vid int al Markx. zi. * Vol. iii p. n 8 , Se feq. (M), 
John iii. 1 1, & feq. ^ Ibid. ver. 19, & feq. 


(M) Wc have cor ^ented our- 
felves to give the bare fubffance 
of this dtviee colloquy, which 
contains indeed the quinteiTence 
of Chrillianity ; to wit, the re- 
demption of the world by the 
death of Chrift, and the reform- 
ation of mankiiKk'by th^iJielp 


of this new light, whidS^j^ 
brought down to them, 
light, upon due attention, nfi|C 
only to thi» difcourfe to the 
tjh ruler, but on the cnqee rf 
the whole gofpel, will Ui 
confift in thefe three particulars : ' 
lit. That he came to teach 
u« 



‘ Jewi; 

triicam^btf 4tfciple from tba^ver)r night, but without daring Comfertn 
to make open profeffion of it, for fear of the Jews. How- h him. 
ever, when their fanhednn waa once plotcmg to put him to elf 
^atb, he had the courage to oppofe it ^ , and when they had/e^ee of 

Cbrif. 

« John vii. 50. 


ua a more peife^l rule of life 
than human reafon could, by its 
own unafCllcd ilrength, ever dif- 
cover. For, whatever fome fin- 
guinc men may imag*neconctin- 
ing the iufHciency of that faculty, 
an impartial review of the world, 
and of the moft polite pirts of 
It, bcfoie the ficrcd writingo of 
h/iofes and the prophets were pub* 
liflied in other more known Ian* 
guages, will eafily confute that 
fond conceit 

adly, He cime to communi- 
cate a fuperior degree of ftrength 
to our corrupt nature, without 
which the Ichons of that divine 
mafter would Have been loft upon 
the far greater part of mankind , 
whelft, like perfons infected with 
cuticular difeafes, they would ftill 
have preferred the pleafure of 
fcratching to* the benefit of a 
cure. And therefore, to enforce 
the obfervation of this new ru^e 
of life, without which man 
could not be happy, either here or 
hereafter, and to make him ac* 
Cept of, and feek foi, that divine 
afliftance, which alone could en- 
able him to live up to it • 

He was, 3 dly, to enforce it 
by the worUiieft and moft power- 
ful motive^, the rewards and pu- 
nUbments of another life , both 
he has fet before us in 
Ae ftronwft light, that thofb, 
who could not be allured to the 
vini|e$ of his gofpel by the beau- 
leoiW profpe6t of the one, might 
at leaiS be frighted into it by the 


dreadful apprehenlion of the o- 
ther. All which is ftili more 
ftrongly enfoiced upon us from 
a due confidcration, that he, who 
beft knew the value of that im- 
mortal life, which he came to 
reveal, thought not his life too 
dear a price to purchafe it for us. 

On this manifcllation of the 
love of God to us, is founded 
our lo\ e to him as our fovereigii 
bhfs ard bcncfadlor, and of our 
neighbour, as partakers with us 
of the fame divine favour bior 
is the tear of his punilhments, 
low and bafe, as it may feem ac 
firft, Itfs conducive to it For 
how can a man be really frighted 
out of the piths of fin and pu« 
mlhment into chofe of virtue and 
rewird, without feeling a fecret 
love and gratitude towards his 
gracious deliverer, infenfibly kin- 
dled m his heart, ind rifing bv 
degrees into moft pungent re- 
morfe for his pift tollies, and into 
the moft fei vent dehres of pleafing 
him for the future ^ 

Now the foundation of all this 
muft be laid on fuch a ftedfail: 
faith as Cbnft fpeiks of to Ntco- 
gioundedon thofe ir- 
refrignblc credentials which he 
brought wiin him, fuch as the 
many and plain prophecies con- 
cerning him, his innumerable mt» 
racles, his refurredlioo, effufioii 
of his Holy Spiric, and feveral 
other concomitant evidences, 
which Will fmrther appear in tho 
fequel. 
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really crucified him, he, and yo/eph of Arimathtay another 
yivnfi> ruler, were the only two of that high rank who joined 
to giirc him an honourable burial 
J Fsus kft Jerufalem foon after to go into the other parts 
comes into of Judaa^ where he fet his difciples on baptizing thofe who 
Jud»a. received his doftiine. This brought on a difpute between 
them, and thofe of the baptift, who was not yet caft into 
prifoti, but wa& AiH baptizing a little higher on the Jordan^ 
in the n liihbourhood of SaLm and Oenon^ more towards Ga^ 
Year of hlee . Tnc difference between them, being about jefus’s 
Chriff 31 making a gieaur number of profelytes than John^ wis referred 
to the latter, who quickly decided it in tavoui of the former, 
adding thcr^-to this noble teftimony of him, that he was from 
heaven, and was ab vc all, and teft fied the truths he had 
feen and heard 5 that thofe who received his teftimonv, 
did let to their that G >D is true ; whereas thofe who re- 
jc£l It, make him a l\ar, and are thereloie obnoxious to his 
divine difpleafure, uhillf thi.) continue in their unbelief ^ (N). 
Soon after this, John\ L^ULim f i' (fliry having raifed him 
to the eftetm, not only of all the‘7/te», bur even of Hitod 
Antipa^^ the th n letrueb of Gditnc , tin** laff often took 
pleilure in ht in g and adv iling with limit f )r a tunc , till 
havii.g ventured to tekt Ht^olias^ his brother /^/^/A/»’s wile, 
to his b d, he received ij miny fevere reproots from that 
hoJv perfon for his inctff, that he at laft Cdufcd him to be 
John thiownintoa pnlo/i, when he foon after ordered him to*be 
haptifl he beheaded, thiojgli the helJifli intrigues of that inceituous 
htaded /yhdy, and, to all appf uan e, much againff his own;will The 
Herod, occ ifio 1 of this unlawful marriage the reaticr may fee in the 
note (OJ. 


All 


** John xit 39 ® De his vid vol ij p 454. ^ John lii. 

22, ad hn. * Markvii 20 * Ibid Vid &Mat. xiv. 1, 

& fcq. 


(N) Since the bare light of 
reafon aifures us, chat the nature 
of God Jb incoixiprehe ifible, it 
follows, that he cannot make 
any revelation of h .nielf to us, 
but what mail jheiude m) flerious 
truths vaffly above our reafon ; 
and that it muff confequendy be 
a ffrange perverfenef^ in man to 
rejedi them upon that account, 
when they come atteffed to as 
y/uh the feai of bt^en } for that 


lo, in fddt, to give the lye to eter- 
nii truth; whereas the belief 
of them, being only an open 
acknowlegement that Goo is true, 
cannot but be the moff reafonible 
as well as acceptable facrifice we 
can make to him of that faculty, 
(O) J/erod, whofe firft wife 
was the daughter of j^etas Idhg 
of Arabia^ was fince fallen ia 
love with that of his brother 
Fbtlipp whom Jie had feen at his 
fafflC| 



pjC.-XT’ > - ^ nipf9 ^ m jm: 

A%h tbis while Jefus continued preaching in Galilee^ and 
wdrfcixtg Co many fingular miracles^ that the fame of it came 
to the baptift in his confinement. Johriy therefore, fuppofing 
hia own death to be near at hand, as he had formerly foretold 
it, fent two of his followers to inqu le of him, whether he 
was the expelled Mefiiah, not fo much for his own fatif* 
fa£tion, as for that of bis difciples. They came opportunely 
to him, whilft he was healing a number of Tick, halt, maim- 
ed, ami blind , To that he only bid them return, and acquaint 
thiir inaftei with what they had ften, leaving it to him to 
exphin the matter to them. Hefodias had, in the mean time, 
tried in vain to perfuadc the king to difpatch the baptift ; hi^ 
fear of the people, who looked upon him as an extiaordinary 


tattle, where he had flopped fome 
da) s in hisjourncy to Korre He- 
rodias w as the d lughter of At tjlo 
bulus, and grind daughter of He^ 
fsdtbi Gteal, a^i Ins been hinted 
m a foimer note Iluod made 
no diiliculcy to difcovci his paf 
fion, and to propofe nnrr} ng 
her , to which flie * ontt nud, upon 
condition that he divoiced his firft 
Wife 1 his latt, having leceivcd 
fomc information of her hulbind’s 
Sefign, wifdv corccikdher re 
fentment , and, having obtained 
his peniiiflion to retire for Tome 
time to the cattle of Mtuhiftony 
which was then in hei fithci s 
hands, flie, mile id of going thi 
ther, made all the \idiU Ihe could 
to the Atabtan couit, whcie, 
being at length arrived, ihe ac 
quaitited the king with the wiioie 
intrigue 

This caufed a rupture between 
Hetod and Aretas, which ended 
in a war, which lalkd till the 
death of liber tus^ four yc irs after 
their falling out lltrod^ thus 
of hw wife without a divorce, 
made no fcruple to nnrry hu 
fitter-in-law, though iht had chil 
dreoby his brother Ph//f, which 
contrary to the Mojatc law 


John the baptift was not the only 
perfon who condemned that mar- 
riage as inceftuous the whole 
n ition ventured to cry out againtt 
It , but, as his character ga\e 
him a freer acceis to the court, 
he had the courage to reprove 
both the king, and his paramour, 
in the ftverell teims Hetodias^ 
* being at length flung to the quick 
with his frequent reproaches of 
incett, and of her infidelity to 
Ph/ipf refeh ed to ruin him, and 
eafil) pcifuaded Htt od Anttpas to 
catt him into pnfon Hia pretence 
for It, accord ng to Jofephus 
was hib drawing fuch multitudes 
after him to he baptized ; but 
the tiuc reaion vvis that given 
by the evangelitts above quoted, 
nimcjy, his and HeiodtaPh re- 
ientnienc 

i he pi ice where he confined 
him, I** I ot n entioned by the 
evarigeiitt, hut Jjftphus teJU us 
It wa** the ciflle of Tuacharon \ 
chough he Ihould have told us 
how jt came lo foon again into 
hi^ pottittion, after he had juft 
hinted before, that it belonged 
to the Atabtan kng. But it is 
not unlikely, that he regained it 
from him after their rupture* 


iff 


(i) Antt^, /.xvm, f. 7* „ 


prophet, 





prophet, had hitherto outweighed his bafe conjplairalice to her. 
|iwo- But ihe Toon afrer comp^iled that by her belli^ policy^ which ' 
dias'jr M- her perfuafions had nor been able to do. Herod\ birth^day 
Bfi pQ^cy. being celebrated with fuitahle folemnitv before a number of 
his head officers, and other pt rfons oi diftinSion ; (he took the 
opportunity, when they were in the height of their mirth, 
and the king moll probably heated with wine, to fend her 
Salome daughter Salome to dance before him ; and flie performed her 
Jatices ^^-part fo well, that he promifed with an oath to gratify her in 
fere He- whatever fhe fliould alk of him, even to the halt of his king- 
fod. dom. This was what was wilting for, and for 
which Ihe had given her inftruffions to her daughter ; lo that 
/#>r tbe young princefs, taking the king at his word, dcfiiod the 
requejh ^ ^be bapfift to be given her iiilldnlly in a charger. 

Herod ^ {ux^x\{Qd at her demand, exprefled no fmall concern 
at it, whether out of refpeft to thit holv peiToii, or the fear 
of a tumult. Bur, at length, the conlidcration of his oadi, 
and of his guefts, having turned the f.ale, ho ordcieJ an exe- 
cutioner to go and perform her blood / rci|ucft ; which being 
done accordingly, his difciplts, upon Iiearing of it, came to 
take away the reft of his body, and gave it an honourable 
burial (P). 

We return to jefus Chrift, who upon the news of John^ 
imprifonment on account of the great number of difciples 

tliat followed him, began, it is likely, to fear, left Pilate 

1 

(P) Thus fell that great good he would with them), that//>W, 
man, and more chan a prophet, not knowing how far the repu- 
according to his own predidioo tation of a man of his fpirit 
(2) ; of whom Jofephus^ in the might influence the people to- 
place above quoted, gives us the ward a revolt, refolved at length 
fblk>wing charader : That his to take him off before it was too 
whole crime was his exhorting late, Isfc, He adds, that Herod 
the feojos to the love and practice was very unruccefbful in his war 
of virtue; and, firft of -ill, to with the king; all which 

piety, ju/tice, and rogenerauon, the fe'ius looked upon as a juft 
or newnefs of life ; not by the judgment of God upon him for 
bare abflinence from this or that that impious murder. An an* 
particular fin, but by an habitual tient father cells us (3) further,, 
parity of mind and body that, when Heredias received the 

Now, continues h , fo great baptifl's head from her dau^htce{|| 
was the credit and authoncy of (he pierced his tongue with tt 
this holy man, as appears by the bodkin, and fhewed it fome other 
multitude of his diicinlcs and indignities, fuch as one may eafily 
the veneration they had for his i'uppofe from a purfon of her 
^o£lrine (ibr he could do what looie charaflcr. 

^ 3 ) c,ttt Rujf'!, 

✓ 




flioultl 



f iouU take ibme umbrage at him upon the fame account, 
or there came^ as we obferved a little higher, rather a greater 
refort of people to be baptized by his difciples \ for himfelf, 
the evangelift ailuresus, baptized none. This made him, there-* JeJm go$f 
fore, Iq^vq yudaa, after a ftay of about eight months and /tom Ju^ . 

depart for Galilee ; where paffing through Samaria^ he con- dsea into 
verted the woman, and afterwards the inhabitants of Sichemy Galilee, 
or, as thcyewsy by way of reproach called it, which 

fignifies drunk y according to the phrafe of the prophet, who 
calls the rebellious yews the Jhicote Ephraim y the (jrunkards 
of Ephraim ^ After a few days ftay at that place, he went 
on into Gahleey where he was well received bv the GnhlaanSy 
who had feen his late miiacles at yitufalcm at the laft pa(P- 
over, and preached in their fynagogues. Wlulft be was at 
Cana, the place where he had turned water into wine, a 
nobleman came about a day’s journey to him, befceching him, ^he nohlt* 
that he would come down and heal a fon oi his, who was zt man's /oit 
the point ol death; and cxprcfled himfelf in fuch zealous 
terms, as fufEciently teftiiied the fmcerity of his faith. Jefus 
therefore, unto whom it was equally eafy to heal at a diftance, 
or at a greatei nearnefs, difmifled him with thefe words : Ga 
thy way ; thy fon hveth. He obeyed ; and, upon his inquiring 
of his feivants at his return, found that he had begun to re- 
cover from* the very minute in which the promife was come 
out of Jefus’s mouth : fo he, and his whole family, believed on 
kiiii He went from thence into his old city of Nazareth ; Defpifei 
and, being entered one fabbath-day into their fynagogue, where hthe Na-, 
the lefl’on,of Ifaiah was given him to read, in which there wites. 
is a lively defeription of the MeiHah’s preaching the gofpel, 
and of his confirming it with many godlike miracles of mercy, 
he expounded it of himfelf, with fuch powerful and majeftic 
grace, as raifed the admiration of the whole audience. B\itElisfe*viro 
fome of them being offended at his extraordinary wifdom, 
whom they knew to have had fo mean an education among 
them, he reminded them of feveral other cities in yudaa^y 
.ahd of many perfons in Ifraely who had rendered themfelve^ 
unworthy of the divine favours by the like unfeafonable par- 
tiality. This reproof was fo highly refented by the NazariteSy 
fhat they ruflied upon him with one confent, and hurried him 
IP the brow of the hill, on which their city was built, with 
l^dcfign to havecaft him .headlong down ; but he, flipping 
fbrough the croud, efcaped their malice, and went to dwen and tfeape 
at Cttpernaumy a city fituate on the coafls of Tiebulun and from tbtir 

fury. 

^ Vid. UssER. ann. fab A. M. 4054, ^ John iv. pafll See 

alfo vol. ii. p. 463, fub not. ^ Ifaiah xxviii. t . " John ub. fup. 
yer. 46, ad^. & likiahlxi. i. Vid. Lukeiv. 16, & feq. 
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Nipbtalhn ; and preached among them, according to anothef 
oracle out of the fame prophet importing, that thofe re* 
gtons of Galilee (hould in time be called from their native 
A dfm9- darknefs, unto the marvelous light of the gofpsl. Being on 
niaccwreL another day preaching in one of their fynagogues, there UooJ 
a demoniac before him (Q.S in whom the unclean fpirit cried 

with 


^ Itaiah ix. i, feq. Matth iv 14, & fcq. 


(QJ have already taken 
notice of the opinion of the 
Jews concerning thefe demons, 
who poflefTed mankind ; fome, 
with Jofephu^^ believing them to 
be the fouls of the wicked , and 
others, that they were a kind of 
imperfe£l creatures, whom Goo 
was foiced to leave unfinifhed on 
the (ixth day, bccaufe the even- 
ing of the fabbath came upon 
him before he had given them 
the iinifhing hand (4) Upon 
cither of thefe accounts, they 
believe them to find fome pka 
furt and rcfrclhment in pofftiring 
and annojing tre bodies of the 
living Of this kind thc) reckon 
alfo the fatyrs, incubufes, fauns, 
familiar fpiiits (5), Uc The 
Chnllnns, on thc other hrd, 
believe them, with gi eater eoim- 
tenirce from holy writ, to be 
fillen ingtl , who have boinc 
a conlhnt enmity to minkiid 
ever lincc thc creation c f Jdam 
Eut It IS here ob^vdeJ iinfl 
either hypothefis, th t, li thole 
malieious fpints had fueh in ex 
tenfive power as thefe ] oElihons 
teem to attribute to them, there 
would be no end i f their mil 
chiefs, till they nad made an end 
of mankind ; whereas, whatever 
we may read of them m former 
days of ignorance and fupcrili- 


tion, wc fee nothing like it now 
even pretended among the more 
civih/cd nations , and only hear 
fome imperfe^ accounts among 
the more remote and lefs culti- 
vated ones, which yet may be 
either meic cheat*-, or at beft 
mere delulions »ind thi'. has 
made a great number of our 
model ite feeptie-) believe them 
all to h VC been this hil kind 
(b), as be* ig Ids derogatory to 
the lionoiii of Ooo, thm the 
fuppofiiion of 111' g’ving fo great 
a power to evil fpints 

But thefe Icaincd ciitics feem 
not to obierve, that all thcie 
pleufible pretences rather confute 
than countenance th ir notion ; 
foi, who tan Lelic\c, thatChrill, 
who \v i'. lo jc ilous of his bather’s 
honoui, would not only have 
overlout cJ, but, both by his 
words \nd adlion'i, even coun- 
tentncLdand confirmed a national 
error fo oppofuc to ir, if he had 
not known, thvi (lon, for fome 
ends agreeable to his infinite 
wilJom, Ind fuffered thofe evil 
fpints to afiiifl and punifh man* 
kind ? If lie had known, that 
all thefe pretended obfefTions were 
the mere ciFcfts of melancholy, 
hypochondria, lunacy, and fucb* 
like diforders, incident to cmr 
nature, would he not have equally 


(4) Vid Brejhithrahhat cap,i, hh Ztrrr, Hammor, fiw fafacuhmmyrrhee, 
W 1 p 17a, (F), (6) l^id* 1,9 Q/itf fom, in toe, Baker Monde 

enUant. Bayle, ^ ai, 

difpUfcd 
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with a loud voice ; and, acknowleging him to be the Holy 
one bf God, expoftulated with him, not to deftroy him. 

Him Jefus having put to filence by his powerful word, caft 
him out, and healed the man, to the vimiration of the peo- 
ple, who fpread his fame throughout all that region 3 info- 
much that, before he had taken a little refrelhment at P£ter*s 
/s:jhoufe, and healed his mother of a long and lingering fever, 
they had brought from that whole neighbourhood all that 
were affli^^ed with difeafes, and fet them before him ; and 
Jefus, according to his wonted com pa flion, laid his hands on ^ ** 

every one of them, and fent them all home Iiealcd p. J J • 

Being come to the lake of Gennexareih^ or fea of Tiberias, 
the crouds followed him fo thick, that he was forced to get 
into a boat belonging to Si^ion Peter ^ whom from a fifherman Calls Si- 
he had called to be one of his apoflles ; and bid him launch mon Pe* 
out a little way, and taught the people from thence. As foon ter. 
as he had done fpeaking, he bid Peter caff his net for a draught ; 
and was anfwcrcd, that, though they had toiled all night in 
vain, yet at his word they would try afrefti. T hey did fo, and A large 
caught fuch a large draught, as was like to have funk the boat, draught 
Peter, furprifed at it, fell at his feet, and befought him XQof fijh^ 


• P Luke iv. 

^played his miraculous power 
in curing of them under this no- 
tion : And would not his pre- 
tended interrogations of tliofe 
pretended devils, and their peti- 
tioning to him ; his (7) diilin- 
guiftiing between their fevcral 
kinds, and the diiTerent means 
of expelling them (H), have been 
adling a farce unworthy his di- 
vine character ? How much more 
his promifing to his difciples the 
fame power of calling tlicin out 

( 9 ) f 

That thefc devils are every- 
where reprefented in Scripture as 
e&emies to mankind, is beyond 
^ difpute ; and that they !ire 
Imt ks yet confined ta the place 
oF their puniOiment, appears not 
iiaty from their frequent expoftu- 
hiciona With Chriil, Art thou 


31, ad hn. 

come to torment us before the time ? 
but much more from that dread- 
ful and definitive fentence to be 
pronounced againfl the wicked, 
Gtf, ye curfed, into e^jerlafting 
fire^ prepared for the dc*vil^ &C, 
wh’.ch, if only prepared for them, 
implies that they are not yet fent 
into it. If therefore wc flick 
clofe to the plain and obvious 
meaning of the infpired writers, 
we mull fuppofe thoi'e pofTeflions 
to have been foniething very dif- 
ferent from fuch pretended dif- 
orders of the body or mind : and 
where lies the unreafonablenefs 
of the fuppofition of a vail va- 
riety of fpiritua*! beings, ibme of 
a good and benevolent, others of 
a bad and maleficent nature, but 
all under the government of the 
Supreme Beihg ? 


(tX Mattb, viii. 28. Mjrk v, 9, ^ alih, (8) Mattb, xvii 

ao, (y) mr, «/, a. i. Mark x?i. 17. Luke x. 17. 

deoart 



$4^ Wjhy lews; & 

dej^art from fuch a fmner as he was ; but Jefus, taking him 
up, bid him be of good courage j for he would from thenceforth 
make him a fifher of men 9 . During his abode in GalilHi 
^ he continued ftill confirming his dodtrine with fuch numbers of 

miracles, that his fame had reached all the neighbouring pro- 
vinces of SyriOy Phcenicey &c. infomuch that many people 
came from thence to be healed of their infirmities by him. 
A paraiy During his abode at Capernaum r, a paralytic, who had heard 
ticbr^ught of his feme, got himfelf tranfported thither in his couch borne 
toCbrtfi\ on n^gns fliouiders, to be prefented to him j but the houfe, in 
which he was, being fo thronged within and without, that 
they could get no accef» to him, they got him up to the top 
of the houfe, and, having untiled part of it. Jet him down by 
ropes, and fo fet him before him. Jefus beheld their faith with 
pleafure, and, addreffing himfelf to the paralytic, bid him be 
of goodchear ; for his fins were forgiven : which, according 
to the JewiJh notion, that fuch infirmities were the eftefls ci- 
ther ot our own or of our parents fins % was no more than 
telling him, that he was healed of his palfy. But the fcrupulous 
Jewsy not underftanding it in that fenfe, accufed him in their 
Hearts of blafphemy, in afluming a power peculiar to God $ 
and cured, and Jefus, by the immediate cure of the fick man, foon con- 
vinced them of their error, and of his being equally impow- 
ered to forgive fins, and to cure any infirmities t. It was his 
cuftom, by reafon of the great refort of people that came •’o 
hear him, to go out of the city from time to time, and to 
teach them by the fea-fide ; and, upon his often paffing to and 
fro, he obferved a publican fitting at the receipt of cuftom, 
Matthew named Leviy or MattheWy and bid him follow him (R). 
called. Matthew 

^ Luke V, 4, & feq. Mark xvi. 20, & feq. k alib. r 
hac vid. vol. ii. p. 458, (U). « De hoc vid. John ix. 2. 

< Match, ix. 1, & feq. Luke v. 18, & abb. 

( R ] The other evangelifb and office was at Capernaum, and 
give him only the name of Levi^ there it was that he was (klled 
which was his Jewijh name ; for from the profeffion of a publican 
he was a Jew, ard the fon of to the dignity of an apoiUe and 
Alpheus, a native of Galilee, evangelilt. 

He is therefore thought to have. -He has been highly reileAp^ 
called himfelf by that of Mat- upon by Porphyry and 
chew, which is feppofed to have furnamed the Apofiaie (t)^ 

. been i^nificant of his profeffion, thus lightly following a 
to exprefs his grateful fenfe of his whom he had fo little knowlqp 
vocation. His chief refidence of: but, as it is fcarce prol^Ue, 


thW 


7 


(j) Vid, Wtroth in Mettb, ix. 



J^atthew did not heiitate one oioment, but left his oiRce, and 
followed him ; and, to exprefs the fenfe he had for this gra- 
cious call, he made him a fumptuous feaft at his own houfe, 
to which many of the fame profefEon ucic alfo in' itcd. This 
gave a frcfli orcafion of offence to the S riipulous who 

made fome fevere complaints of i*" to hisdifciples , but Jefus 
foon fileno d then clamour, by affiiring them, that he w»as 
come to call not the righteous, but finuers, to repentance 

After feveral other miraculous works done during hhJfM 
flay in this place, Jefus departed foi Jtrzifalern^ to be prefent ^ 
at the approaching Klhv<i] of the pafio\er, re there uW to 1^™* 
be a great concouifL of ^feivSy who came betoieharu to purify 
themfelves againd that feaft In this city wm^ x famoua pool 
or refervoir, adorned with five porches or puz7ai, Ui.d c died 

® Matt. ix. lo, & feq. 

that he Ihould live in the fame concerning him, faving that he 
city fo long, and not have heard continued a fa'cnttd difcip!e ot 
of his dotlnne and miracles ; fo his Mafferj and therefoie all we 
it is rather a wonder he did not fliall venti’re to add that he 
become his ddcipic fooner, con is univerfalJy allowed to have 
fidenng his^reat rcadinefs in fol- been the firft that penned any fuc- 
lowing him as foon as he was cinil hillory of the gofpel. IK* 
called : but It is likely. he thought is fald to have written* it at the 
Jiu> profclTion was as odious to defire of the apolllcs, and Yrtvr /7 
him. Is it was to the P/ranjrrs, converts of Pala-fine^ before hi. 
and tlic reft of the and departure from it to go and 

would prove an oblUcle to ms re- preach in the provinces allotted 
ception. But, as foon as this to him ^4), about eight or tea 
gracious invitation had convinced years after CliniVs relurre^Hon, 
him of the conliary, he fufiici- 1 he laft quoted father tells us, 
ently (hewed how ready and glad it was writan in the Qhald.xu- 
he was to embrace it, by his for- Syriac tongue, which was then 
faking all to follow him. the common one, and in Uebu^>t 

Hia being here called the (bn chandlers. We refer our 
q{ Alpheus has led fomeantients cis, rbr the further particulars of 
(2) into a notion, that he was the it, to the controverl\ lately ftarc- 
brother of James, \yho isalfocallcd ed about it. As tor St. 
the fon of Alpheus{i) : and they he is moil commonly believed by 
bave, it feems, been followed in antients and moderns to have 
it by the generality of modem preached the gcfpel in Perfia abd 
pr^ekti but there (eems to* be andcobavefufiTeredmaiv 

3 ^ foandation fur it. The gofpel tyrdom in Caramania,a, province 
pvet us no further particulars then fubjedl to the P^rr/^/Vivi. 

’(i) Chryf(dlem» homiU 33. in Matt, lUcdora, & ai, (^) Matth X. 

J, & aiih, (4) Eufrb, e^cl, hift* /. hi. t, 24, Ctryf^, h Mattb, i. Ir 9 $. 
i, hi* e, r, Uitran, it wt, sllufir, ^ «/• 
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in the JJehrgxt) Beth-efdab (S), whofe water being at iome 
particular feafons miraculoufly fticred, had the virtue of curing 
the firft perfon that jumped into it, of whatever difeafe he 
was troubled. Here Jefus beheld, among the crouds of ikk 
folk that waited for the motion, a man who had laboured 
under an incurable palfy thirty-eight years ; but, for want of 
fome charitable hand to throw him into the water, had huherto 
Cures a been deprived of that benefit. Jefus, moved with compafiion 
paralytic at his mifery, healed him by his powerful word, and bid him 
the fab- up his bed, and go to his home. This cure being done 

iatb^ on the fabbath-day, gave frcfli offence to the pharifees, who, 
looking upon him as a fabbath- breaker, began to think of 
putting him to death for it. To difculpate himfelf, and con- 
vince them, that works of mercy were fo far from being a 
violation, that they were the proper bufintfs, of thefabbath, he 
exprefled himfelf to them in words to this effefl: ; As my Fa-* 
ther worketh hitherto^, jo do I work ; intimating thereby, that, 
though God had refted on the feventh day from creating. In 
memory of which the fabbath had been inftituted, yet did he 
not ceafe on that day from the work of prefervation, which 
work himfelf was now imitating, in preferving a number of 


(S) Probably, as fome conjee* 
turc, from the words 
hiib chejdah^ the houfc of mercy, 
alluding to the merciful cures 
which were wrought there on the 
iick, lame, {Sf’r. The Vulgate 
however read \X.beth-%aida^'wb\zb 
ibme render the prohatic pool, on 
a ruppoficion, that the fheep de> 
iigned for facnfice were firft 
wafhed in it, which fheep fo 
wafhed were called prohat^e. 
Others, who read it rnv£/N-n'D 
betb rjhdah^ render it the houfc 
of defluxion, fiom another fup- 
pofition, that the waters, in which 
the entrails of the vi^inis oftered 
in the temple, were waftied, em- 
ptied themfelvcs^by a fubterra- 
imn fewer into this pool oi rc 
ieicvoir ; whence ibme have taken 
it into their headc, that the blood, 
4[aDg,and other filth of Ihofe crea* 
tores running along with them, 
gave that medicinal virtue to tae 


pool. Perfons of fudh why con- 
ceits are fcldom folicitous about 
the charafler of the facred hiftor 
rians ; or elfe the evangelifts at- 
tributing thofe cures to a mira- 
culous motion of the >f^ater would 
make tJiem more cautious how 
they fet up a bare conjeflure 
ag\inft tnejr tellimony. 

The five porches mentioned by 
St. fob// Icem to argue this pool 
to have been built in the form of 
a pentagon. Eufehtus and Sc. 
Jef tell us, that they (hewed 
ftill in their time a kind of doable 
pool or refervoir, the one of 
which filled itfclf every year with 
rain-water, and the other, which 
retained ftill a kind of rednefi, at 
if from the blood of thofe vi^imf 
above-mentioned, which the * 
pie fewer earned into it. TMft' 
reader may fee what has b^eniS^ 
of Its remains in a former 
iuttie (6). 


(5) toe, U hr. (6) r<,\ ». p. 44.x, ^ (C)^ 

% wrofehed 



Ji[ntho£ But me jmas. 


c)»mdL hU pity in^ 
r Mq^tebful fof matter of new 


tmor tnttevtsr«benehcent|iei6g«9.ccared himof blarphemy^for 
t^ng prafunfed i 6 call him bis Father, making h tnfelf thereby 
^al to GoDe Jefus tried in yaio fa remonftrate to them^if^d^^« 
bv A^y convincing arguments, diat he had arrogated no- fence of U 
thfti^ lk himfelf, but what his miraculous works evinced his cenfuni 
undoubted claim to ; and by aflunng them, that they Ihould h 
Ihordy fee greater and more ilupendous ones than thofe 
w/ought hy him, fuch as had never been done fince the ere* 
ationof the world* He tried in vain to convince them from 


the teftimony of the prophets, and other facred writings, from 
that of John the baptift, but efpecially of liis heavenly Father,, 
who had declared him his beloved Son, and had given him 
moreover fuch a miraculous power over the whole creaiipn 
He was at length obliged to filence their falfe accufacion, by 
reminding them, that even the Scripture gives the title of godfs 
to mortal men If then, added he, they be called gois^ 
a^atnjl whom the fentence of mortality had been prtmomced by 
God hnnfdf (T), why Ihould you reckon me guilty of biaf* 
phemy, whom the Father has thuik fandified, and fetit into 
the world, b^caufe I call myfelf the Son of God f 
Jesus obfcrving, however, how ftrertuous the blinded Jet^s 
were againft his doing works of mercy on the fabbatb, re* 
fotved, if poffible, to convince them of their error, by choofmg ^grho--'^ 
that day to difplay fome of themoft fignal ones, and exp oding thermtra* 
their cenfuies by fuch cogent arguments as they could not 
gainfay. Accordingly, af^er his departure o\xtoiJerufalm^ th^gay^ 
he went into one of their fynagogues, where ftood a man, 

St* Jerom fays he was a mafon, who had a Withered hand. 


w lehn V4 19, & feq< ^ Conf. Pf. 1x^4 6, &C* Jcdui 

xd|[4, drfeq. 

4i<‘ »* 

■ UlfdwviCM- tgai>^ (not lutta) wham iia 
id( here* aod wora a/Mon tama firth^ pQW*. 
•t IrerfioMren- ing thi« imienfie of defttl)^ 
uiam tiaward that are ac^tunfated wi0| 
r thejpbice tt- iraw idiom, to’ wtdch tjtoM0lr« 
ma is, / were aied»* l^w utt tli^ 

imtfajMm context javfi dsdide tlR! mamnoiL 
, Xicordiim to ttS cbofe* are 

odr^ pable of feew^ otefe itee finU* 
, IhooUl ron catiou,wldltls (^jOtaWWt 

J Jtel., X. ‘ N It fit 
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He began with alking the JiwiJh dolors, whether it was law 
ful on the fabbath to do good or evil, to fave or to deftroy^ 
intimating, that the omiflion of the one, when a proper 
occafion offered, was near equivalent to the commimon of 
the other 3^. As they had nothing to anfwer to this 
reafoning, they flood filent to let him do as he thought 
fit ; but, when he had reftored the man’s hand, bv command- 
ing him to ftretch it forth, the ruler of the (ynagogue, inftcad 
of being convinced either by the miracle or argument, in a 
kind of indignation, fell a cenfuring thofe obje^ of pity for 
offering themf Ives to be healed on the fabbath, and not rather 
on any other day of the week (U). 

But there had one thing happened to him in the going to 
that place, in order, as is fuppofed, to preach at that fyna- 
gogue, which had already highly exafperated them. One of 
the evangelifls obferves that it was the fecond fabbath after 
the firft » ; when, as they were going through fome corn- 
fields, his hungry difclples ventured to pluck the ears, and rub 
them between their hands to eat them. The pharifaic croud, 
who beheld thib kind of labour with a malicious eye, began to 
Hiidifeu exclaim againft their Matter for fuffering it, it being in their 
fits cm- Opinion a manifeft violation of the fabbath. Jefus was forced 
to excufe it by reminding them of the prophet’^ words, I 
picking properly, I delight in ) mercy rather than 

be cam, Jacrifice ; intimating thereby, that neceffity takes awjy 
the rigour of the law, and juftifying it by the example of Da^ 
vidy who, on the like emergency, ventured upon the facred 
fliewbread, which was prohibited to all but the priefts j and 
not only cat of it himfelf, but diftributed it among his retinue* 
Their flubbornnefs was proof againft all that he could urge in 

y Luke vi. to, & feq. Mattb. xii. 9, k feq. > Luke 

vi. I. * Dc hoc vid. vol.iii. p. 17, in fin. not. ^ Hof. 

vi. 6. 

(U) This firange beaviour ex- fabbath ; and how much more was 
torted a (evere rebuke from the it to do fo unto men ? He urged 
meek Jefus ; he alked him, whe- alfo upon the like occafion* the^ 
ther they did not think it lawful circumdfion of children on |he 
to help an ox, anafs, oraflieep^ fabbath, the prietts killing; 
out of a ditch, or even to lead drtlfing their victims, and otbi» 
them to the water or pafiure, on fuch-liice works, which W<Si;q.^ 
that day. An undeniable argu- ufually done on the ^bath#f 
ment, that they thought it laW- yet were fiir from being aeci 
fill to do good to brutes on the a pro&nation of it ($7* 


(S) Luhvlt 10, 6 /^f* Mattb 9, & feq* dah 


their 
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their or his own defence ; and his filencing of them by fucIiT^^^^^ri- 
Convincin^ arguments made them only the more inveterate, fi- 
till they came at length to 3 t rcfolutio of putting him to 
death. Jrfus, having timely notice of their wicked defign, 
withdrew himfelf towards the fea-coafts, whither he w^s 
after followed by multitudes from all the maritim parts, and^ 
to whom he Hill e 5 ctcnded his wonted compailion, both by 
his teaching them, and healing their fick. 

One night, having withdrawn himfelf both from them, and 
from his difciples, he went up to a mountain a^jart, and (pent 
the whole night in prayer ; and on the moiiow, calling them 
together again, he chofe twelve from among the reft, to be Choofesthe 
the moic immediate witnelTcs, picachers, and recorders, oi twelve 
his life and doflnnc ; and to whom he ga\c the title of apo- etpoftUs. 
ftles, which word fignifies a meflenger or embaflador. 7*he 
reader may fee then names in the margin ( V). 

In 

« Lukevi. 14, A:feq. Matth x. 2, & fcq. Markiii. 16, & feq. 

(V) Thefe were, ift, Stmon^ Nathanael i^^Levi^w Matthew^ 
whom he furnamed Petei , and the publican and evangel ift , and, 
whom we fiave mentioned a 8 Thomas, furnamed Dtdymuf^ 
little higher s 2 Andrew his which figDifies a twin ; 9 James^ 
brtcher ; 3. Jame^, furnamed diftinguifhcd by the name of The 
The Greater^ an inhabitant of Lefs^ and the fon of Alpheus^ or 
Bethfatda^ and, 4 "fehn his Cleopbas^ and of Mary^ the firft 
brother, whoVere the Ions of Zf- couftn, if not the filter, of the 
bedee and Salome, often men- Virgin A/i^rry, for which reafon he 
tioned m the gofpcl Thefe, as is often called the brother of our 
well as Andrew, had lately been Lokd ; 10, Simon, fui named The 
the baptiit's difciples ; bat had Canaamte, from Cana the place 
left him to follow jefus, and, on of his birth, and Zelotes, proba- 
the account of their rcfolute con^ bly bccaufe he had belonged to 
Itancy, or more likely, perhaps, that fedt; ii. Judas, oitifirmie 
from that queftion they afked called and brother to 
him. Wilt thou that we com- the Lefs, furnamed al(b Lebbeus, 
mand Are from heaven, to con* and Thaddeus\ and, 12 Judas x\x^ 
fal||0,Cs^c (9}. were farnamed traitor, and furnamed 
by htfH Boanerges, or the Tons of Concerningthe furname of this 

tfaiindte or tempeft 1 Chat woijl laft, there have been vaiious con- 
bebig Only a corruption of the je£lures ; iome chinking that he 
hem^raham, was fo called from Ktriet, a city 
O f jPEtty rahajbi 5. Philip in the tribe of Judah (i , from 

; and, 6. Bar-^ w^hich he is ftippofed to have 
fappofed the &me with come 1 ijh in the Hebrew fignify- 

(9) tMhiXk C4, {1} JqO, jcv. 25, Echari, ecci f ft 1. 

c. 4. Mmet fuh vx, f.? a’ 

N n 2 " ing 
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Ik the mean rime the wondering crouda flocked to him from 
all parts of Judaa^ and the neighbouring provinces, attracted 
by that divine and efficacious virtue which flowed from him, 
infomuch that the bare touch of Ins garmenrs wrought the 
moft furpriling cures on the fick, lunatic, demoniacs and 
other afflifted perfons. He led them thcitforc one day to a 
convenient fpot of ground, where he pr«.ached to them that 


ing a man. St Jerom and Eufe- 
htus IpesLk of a town in the tribe 
of Ephtatm^ called IJcartQi (2) | 
others, who make h.m of tne 
tribe of IJfachat y think Ifcnnot 
only a corruption or abbreviation 
of IJfachat totes ; others fetch their 
etymologies of it Hill further 
The reider may fee them in the 
vocabulaiiesatthc end of tht\ ul> 
gate, and other Bibles. 

Were we to offer our coniec- 
turc on fuch a dai k and dry lub- 
jedl, we fliouid rather fetch u 
from the Hibrew tjh 

chtrret^ literally the man of the 
bag, or the big bcaier We 
have formeily oblerved (3 , tint 
the proper figniHcation of the 
word chinet is a big in fuch an 
one Naaman is fiid to have tied 
his prefent to Geha%t (4) ; and 
St. yob/t acquaints us, that /W s 
was a thief, and carried the bag * 
Why might not this nicknimc 
then have been given him cr that 
account by the dikiples, wJien 
they knew how fond he w '•s of 
his o$ce, and how unfhiciiful he 
was itt the difchaigc of it ^ 

All that we ibnll lay farthei 
of them IS, tluc he did not give 
them this preference to all the 
refl, either on aca ant of then 
gieac fenfe or learning ; for they 
were fome of the moll rude and 
illiterate 5 nor for their credit, 
rank, or high birth ; for they 


were moftI> , if not all, poor fi(h- 
ermen, and eitlier natives or in- 
habitants ol Gplileet the iiiofl ob- 
feure and defpiicd canton of tiie 
yeuuij/? kingdom ; much lefs for 
their courage, who proved all 
lank cowards in the time of dan* 
ger They had no rclifli or pjo- 
pcnfi'y to his pure and exalted 
dodti me , for they dreamt of no- 
thing, blit of an earthly kirg- 
dom, and tcmpoialhappincfs in 
a woid, they were in all rcfpefls 
the mort iinquahlicd for the great 
taik to winch they were ap- 
pointed, the converfion of the 
woiid But this was a work, 
which, as a great prophet had 
long ago foretold (5), and the 
apolrle has fince obfcived (6), was 
to confound the counfels of the 
uifc, fivallow up the underfland- 
ing of the prudent, and defeat the 
poarr or the mighticft. We have 
alicady Icen it in a great meafurc 
fulfilled in the perfon and ebara- 
cHer of their Divine Mafler, and in 
the cncumflances that accompa- 
nied his low and humble birthand 
rducarion, as wel} as in that vafl 
f’lies of wonders which, he 
wrought fince his enMUce 4 ipon 
his public mihiflry^ And we 
fliall fee the Tine infinite Wi&om 
diiplay itfelf Ibll morefuipriffi^y 
throughout the whoia fequet b( 
tins chapter. 4 


tn ffgt, XXV ii. r. 

V "5. fjti.ji >xix. 


p, 41Z, ^D). 
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(♦) * 
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Cejcbra»cd fermon, commonly known by the name of his eicee/- 

tnon upon the mount (W)^ ^lentjermnn 

On his de^mt fiom thence^ to return to Capermnni^ 
be was atldreffed by foinc of^^the heads of the city m the be> 
half of a woithy ccntuiKUi, hoin whom their nation h^d ic- 
cctved fome lignd fdvt)ur<s, and who/e ntvant was tlun very 
ill of a palfy. Jefus tdlliod to goto h*s hmife, and htalhim ; 
but, when the Romm h 'jrd of it, h' font him an 

humble nirflagr, in vi Inch ho acicn iwleg^ d himf If equilly un- 
worth v to rcctnc* him iind^’r his roof, as he hsd been tfi come 
and oHlr hisrcquLlt in ptrlbn ; but tlut he wholly depended 
on his cfficucioijs w )ril for the curf of hh fcrv^jiu : hor, 
added he, if my aathoiitv, fniall as :t is, Can yet cn.orccobc- 

(W) We fhill nut take upon phai ifees thought themfclvcs free 
us to repeat It hcic. The reader fiom guilt, provided tncy abf- 
jnay fee it in its native, but rained from the very aft of fin, 
powerful fimphcity, in the places tho* they indulged chcmfelves in 
quoted in thennrgm (7). All every though r, defire, and com- 
that we fnall obfei ve of n is, that placencv, that came fiiort of it. 
he began It with a moll comfoiC- But hete the ax is laid to 
able difplay of iJic blelkd fiato ihe rciy root, and every fin, 
of thofe whom both Jtws and even 10 the Jeaft degree of jf, 

Gr/////rr accounted molt inifcia- condemned, even in the heart, 
ble; that, \hrough the whole \\ ell then might his ravifhed au- 
courfe of ir, he nor only exploded dicncc cry out, that he taught 
the wretched glofies by which the with a power and aiuhoiity vaflly 
JenxtJh doftois had almoll obh- above what they had obferved ia 
terat^ every moral precept of the fciibcs and Jo^vijh doftors 
the yi/<?/<i/f*hiw, but fubitiiuted (^). ‘ 

fuch new and e\cellcnt ones of He concluded this excellent 
his own, as exalted them to a difeourfe with affuruig them, that 
pitch which the world till then not every one that fhould call him 
had neither beaid nor di came of. Loao ihould enter into the king- 

To inllance 111 one or two of dom of heaven, but he that per- 
his precepts amongll the many /ormed the divine will, andcom- 
fublimeones there delivered, how phed with the precepts he had 
highly had that negative precept been delivering to them, for the 
been admired by all the wileli utter, added he, like tfih wife 
heathens, of not doing to others man that builds his houfe on a 
whacwefliould notdefire to have rode, builds his hopes on a fure 
ijoMto us! and yethowvailly foundation; whereas the former, 
ib^is it of chit new and noble hke the fool cba> builds on the 
his, Whatfoever > e would fand, is liable to have them over- • 
that men ibould do unto you, thrown by every blafi, by every 
thaf do jfre unto them (8) ! We wind of doftrine, and by every 
obierved a little higher, chat the temptation. 

(7) ‘Mfitlh* V. 0 vii, paJJ. twt vi, ^ H* W Maitb, vii. 

Y2, (9) Mittb* vii. vtrf, ult, 

N n 3 dicncc 
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dicQcc 'from thofe under my command, how much more will 
thy all-powerful one be obeyed, wherc-ever thou arc pleaM 
to exert it ! His fmgular faith and humility did not go long 
Heals the unrewarded ; and Jefus, highly^afed with him, healed his 
fcfvant at that inftant, and^ greatly commended his faith, as 
ferwnt, far f^rpaffing all that he had beheld, even in Ifrael 5 upon which 
account he took occaiion to aiTure his audience, that many 
ftraiigcrs Ihoiild bo admitted from the four corners of the world 
into his heavenly kingdom, whilft the children of it Ihould be 
iniferably caft out for their difobedience and unbelief On 
jhe day following he went to Naim and, upon his entering 
the city, met a large croud of people accompanying the 
corpfc of a young n^an, the only fon of a poor widow ; and, 
Raifes d in compaiEon to her, touched the bier, and raifed her fon to 
dead man life, whilft the aftoniftied multitude fpread forth his fame 
at Naira, thio'igh all that country, and proclaimed him the prophet fent 
by God to redeem his people f. It was piobably at this time 
that the baptift fent his two difciples to him, of whom we 
have lately fpoken, and upon which Jefus took occafion to 
cenfure the unjuft judgment which the unbelieving pafled 
upon that moie than prophet, and Jiimfelf : John^ faid he, 
was a very abttcmious and mortified perion, and you decried 
him as a demoniac \ me, wlio came m a more fociable and 
affable way to call finners to repentance, you reprefent as a 
drunkard and glutton ; but wifdom will, in fpite of your (lan- 
ders, be ftill juftified by her children b. It was upon this ac- 
count that he fo fcvercly upbraided thofe neighbouring cities, 
which had been witnefiis of his ftupendous works, affuring 
them, that their fall v/ould be much more dreadful than that 
of Hodoni and Gomorrah^ whom fuch miracles would have 
wrought into the deepeft repentance He concluded his 
difcouifc with a folemn thankfgiving to hi, heavenly Father, 
who, in his infinite wifdom, had cliofen the humble and in- 
fant-like to impart the myfteries of his gofpel to, whilft the 
proud and conceited worldling', rendered themfclves unworthy 
of them ; ^nd witli a gracious invitation to all, who laboured 
underlfteir firiful burdens, to come and experience how eafy 
the yoke, and how light was tiie burden, which he laid on 
Jiib followers (Xj. 

This 

^ Matth. viii.'^ <ic fcq. Luke vii. 12, & feq. ® Dp 

hu vid. fup. vol, ii. p. 460. ^ Luke vii. ver. 11, 

4 Ibid. 20, Sc feq. ^ Ibid. x. 13, Sz feq. Matth. xi. 20, Sc feqii 

(X) This is a tiuth indeed own experience : yet, as there js 
vLat L belt unde/ftoodji cm one’s not one pofitivc or negative pre- 
cept 
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' Thi 5 difcourfe moved a phariiee, named Simon^ to invite 
him to take a meal at his houfe ; where he had not been lung, 
i^dbre be was accofted by a woman formeily of a loofe cha- 
rader, but now a fincere j^itent. This woman came be- 
hind him in the humbleft guife, accompanied with a flood of 
tearsy with which flie wafhed his ; and, having wiped 
them with her hair, began to anoint hh head with a coftly 
perfume (he had brought with her. A fight fo (hocking to the 
proud phaiifee tilled his head with a ftiange notion, that, if 
his gueft were a prophet, he would ot courfe have fpurned 
fuch a notorious Tinner from him ; but Jefus, whofe peculiar 
character it was not to break a bruifed reed, or quench the ^ 

Jeaft good fpark *, but rather blow it into a flame, viewed 
wi(h a more compaflioiiate and unerring eye, and difmifTedher 
with an anl'wer as full of comfort, as her heart was of the tin* 


* Ifaiah xlii. 3. Matth. xii. 20, Sc al. 


cept of the gofpel, that is not ex- 
cellently adapted to our own exi- 
gencies, and founded upon the fo- 
lideti wifdom, it highly concerns 
us to lillen to this, rather than to 
our corrupt appetites, which will 
always make us look upon God 
ai a feveretaikmaller, rather than 
a kind and(kilfulphyfcian,whofe 
foie aim is to cure us of our dif- 
cafes, and to reftore our fouls to 
that perfed date of health, which 
alone can make us happy here or 
hereafter. 

Were we indeed commanded 
to purchafe this detirable Hate at 
as dear a rate as the mifer doth 
his gold, the ambitious his rife, the 
foldier his fame, or the labourer 
his poor livelihood; chough even 
here it would be our higheft wif- 
dom to comply with the condi- 
tions, fince the confequence is of 
infinitely greater weight ; hpw 
much more mud it be fo, when 
every du^ is not only eafier,and 
more worthy of a rational foul, 
but abfolutely neceflary to fit ud 
for that happinefs for which wc 
yifere created! 


Let thofe therefore, wi^om a 
wrong byas has warped into a 
prejudice againfl chriflian duties, 
but view them with an impartial 
eye ; and the more they confider 
them, the more they will be con- 
vinced of this truth, that they 
arefo far from being the arbitrary 
impofitions of the SupremeBcing, 
that there is not a pofitive one, 
but is as neceflary to the foul, as 
food is to the body ; nor a nega- 
tive one, that is not as expedient 
as ablHnence from grofs food is Co 
a man in an high fever, or froin 
drink to one in a tympany ; but 
with this fure and comfortable 
advantage, that the divine grace 
and afliliance here proou^ wijl 
remove all difficulties and difcoq- 
ragements, and make every part 
eafy and p^afanc ; fo that our 
own happy experience, which it 
is our fault if we falh (ho^t of, 
added to God*s infallible word, 
will make religion yield us the 
trueft happinefs we can be capable 
of in this life, as well as the glo- 
rious aflfurance of a better in th^ 
next. 
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einreft repentance and bvt. Neither did he let bis h6ft go , 
unanfwered or unfat sfied ; but, by a fit and pathetic parable^ 
made him pronounce her a more worthy object of hh meicy and 
r^rd, than all his own prdliided fan^'ty and bofpicality , 
cpiJJ intitlehim to^. 

Upon his return to Capernaum^ be was followed with fuch 
throngs of people, on account of his continual miracles, par* 
Cttns a ticujarly the cure of a poor demoniac, deaf and blind, which 
Jamniac. be had juft then wrought, that his mother and relations, fear- 
ing left he fhouid be ftifled (Y) by the croud, came to difen* 
gage him from it. As they could not get into the houfe for 
the throng, tluy fent to defire him to come to them ; but, 
when it was told him, that they flood without, dcfiring to 
fpeak 10 him, he told the audience, that none wcie more nearly 
related to him, than thofe who came to him to huir the will 
of God, and praftife it. In the mean time, uhilfl his mi- 
racle on the demoniac had extorted an open confciTion 
from the better part of the by-ftanders, the ph.infees, moved 
with their ufual indignation, cried out, that he coji out deviU 
hy Beelzebub the prince of devth ^ jefus eafily confuted that 
flander, by fhewing the folly of fuppofing Satan fo far divided 
againft his own intereft; and that nothing but a fupeiior power 
to his could force him to it ; but, to allure thepi farther of 
the fatal dang'T of fuch malicious and impious fuggeftions, he 
fhe^n added, that, though every fin or blafphemy againft the St'n of 
againft the n\2Xi would, upon due repentance, be forgiven, yet tnat 
HoljGhoft. againft the Hol^ Ghoft fhouid find no forgivenef> either in thi^ 
or the next world (Z) \ and therefore he conclud'^d w'lth this 

warning, 


Luke vii. 36, k feq. M?rk xiv. 3. John xii. i, & feq. 
1 De hoc vide fupra, vol. ii. p. 222, 223. ^ Maith. xii. 31, ir 

feq. Mark 111. 28, kc. 


(Y) So the word ought to be 
properly jendered, and not, as 
ours moftverfions do, that he 
was beiidc himfelf ( 1 ). 

(Z) Ic IS neither our delign 
nor province to repeat I ere ci- 
ther the variuqs opiuioos of di- 
vines concerning "th. nature of 
diis fin, or the dreadful efFeds 
which a wrong notion of it has 
'caufed ameng weak and melan- 
choly Chnftuns^erpccially among 


feme feftaries in the predellina* 
nan fyllem. Ic might indeed be 
of greater comfort to infert feme 
of thofe elaborate expoficteoi, 
which confine that fm to thofe 
Jenve only, who made foperverfe 
a judgment of Chrift^s miracles, 
fi^ainft the light of reafon am) 
confciences but, ai we cannot 
come into that notion, fe neither 
would we lead qur lea^ iptt 
it. 


^ 1 } Ftdt l4 StMt efflgnanm verf, £ibard, Q nh 



^iffhtng, tliat men wtiuld give -a feverc account for every p«r- 
.li^ious or hurtful (A) word at the day of judgment. Here 
the ^harifpes, being ftungio the heart, began, according to 
''-'their tifiiitcuftom, to afk H|ei for a more convincing fign of 
iuR divine miffion ; but he left them with this remarkable an- 
swer, that; fince thofe he had already Oicwed them were not 
jable to convince them, there fhould be no other or greater 
given thfcnri than that of yonah ; for, as that prophet was three 
clays and nights in the fifh’s i cily, fo fhould the Son of man 
be as many in the bowels of the earth, or grave, and rife again 
on the third ” ( 15 ). 

From 

** Matth. 3fii. 38. Eukcxi. 29. 


Might we therefore prefume fo 
far as to give our opinion of this, 
fin, it would be this, that every 
Hander or blafphemy committed 
agairill Chrill whillt upon earth, 
and his divine miHion as yet 
wanting fomc of its moll authen- 
tic evidence, ihould be capable of 
pardon s but, after thefe lail Teals 
of his million were fuperadded,' 

. to wit, his refurredlion from the 
jead, afcenfion, and elFufion of 
the Holy Gholl, attended, as it 
was, with fuch miraculous gifts, 
fuch as prophecy, iftof tongues, 
miracles, and the like, there re- 
mained no excufe for unbelief, 
and confequently no forgivenefs 
either to the prefent or future ge- 
neratioD of the^Vwr, who Ihould 
pbilinately perfill in it, nor in- 
deed to any other perfons or na- 
tions, wjho Ihould rejefl the glo- 
.fious light and evidence of his 
.gofped when oflfered unto them. 

This may be thought to lean 
\ a l^tle hard agaioft our modern 
^vunl^-uSvet|i,s but let them con- 
■.:^eiv whether the pretended 
^?.8ro(tnds.pQ which they rejed the 
- »po|pel,h^aiiy proportion in point 

lYP awl embrace it r and^if 


they do not, as all their united 
force never could, nor, we may 
fafely add, never will be able to 
prove they do, let them lay the 
blame at the right door. Now, 
the gofpel plainly tells us, that 
nothing but faith in Chriil, ac- 
companied with a iiicere repent- 
ance, can obtain us the pardon of 
our hns : how (hould they then 
hope for it, who have neither the 
one nor the other to intitle them 
to it ? Hence we think it plainly 
follows, that this is that only un- 
pardonable iin pointed out by our 
Saviour. Srf the nixt ngte but 
one. 

(A) That this is certainly the 
plain import of the phrafe pttjUrt 

'^'9 which our and other ver- 
lioqs render idle or unprojitahie 
fword^' appears from what goes 
before, that they proceed from an 
enfil heart ^ which is thej^fore no 
more capable of producing bettcf, 
than a corrupt tree can bear other 
than bad fruit (a). 

(B) This faying confirms what 
we lately, and *elfcwhere before 
obferved, that the refurreflion 
of Chrilt was to give the finifiiing 
Broke to the evidence of bis mif- 
|ioQ. Before that, if his other 


{%) yid, San* uit fupro, r, 6 . fetf, Zw 


mirlclea 
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From thence he went to the fea^fbore, ftill followed by 
great multitude*; ; and, bei.ig got into a boat, he began to 
teach them again, n )t indeed in the manner he had lately upon 
^ , the mount ; but by a more familiar way, and morefuitable to 

their grofs underllanding ; namely, by parables, fuch as were 
Ss ^^11 [jnown and underftood by all the eaftern nations, 
and not (as ours and other verfions falfly intimate) that they 
might be loft upon his ignorant audience ; hur, as thatdiifi* 
culty hath been fully cleared up by feveral learned pms, we 
ihall refer our readers to them®. When he had finiflied his 
difeourfe, he ordered his difciples to get him a fhip to crofs the 

Vid. Felling, Dr. Samuel Clark, Le Scene, & al. mult. 

miracles had convinced them, when we obfeive, that, according 
that he was the MefTiah, they to the Hehe^tv idiom, the partt- 
would not have put him to that cle ve, often ufed for or; 
fhameful death, which yet it was and that it may, and ought pro- 
decreed and foretold he (hould un- perl>, be rendered three days or 
dergo ; and it is upon this ac> nights 

count that St. Piter cxcules The other is from the impofli- 
that atrocious deed, being done bility of a wh.de s fwallovving up 
through ignorance. But after of a man whole, feeing the dia- 
his refurreflion was proved by fo meter of its fwallow, when 
many irrefragable tokens, tbofe llretched at far theft, is little above 
who reje^ed him became inex- three inches. To which it \s 
cufeable, and made way for the rightly anfwercd, that the word 
Centiles, who embraced Chrifti- here uled fignifies no more a 
anity. All which the reader may whale than any other large fifti 
be fully fatisfied of, by comparing, tha has fins ; and that there is 
among a great number of others, one commonly known in the Me- 
the places quoted at the bottom (fherfanetiJi by the name of eba- 
of the page (3). rachias lamia ^ ofthcbignefs 

There are two difticultles of a whale, but with fuch a large 
ilarted againft what Chrift here throat and belly, as is able to 
&ys of himfclf and Jovah ; the fwallow the largeil man whole, 
one, that, whatever the latter There was one of this kind caught 
might be, Chrift was far enough within ihefe thirty years, ormore^ 
from^being three days and three on the coafts of Portugal^ in 
nights in the grave ; and this has whofe throat, when llretched out, 
made fome affirm, that ho mult a man could ftand upright. We 
have been crucifcd on the Thurf- may add, that the word ufed in 
day^ and not on the // But Jonah is dag gadef^ a 

the objection will eafily vanifh, great t 

Conf, Atii'iu Cf /7. ih*. 17, fif fef, Cf tdtb. ^ xhi. 46. 6. 

* VHd, tridlaf the witnejjes^ and evidence of the rcfui rcclm^ 

Tea 
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fca of GalilHi into the territories of Philip the tetrarch, He* 
red*B brother (C). 

Being entered into the (hip, whether to refrcfli himfelf 
from the fatigues of the day, w to try his difciples faith, and 
manifeft his own power, he withdrew himfelf into the ftern, 
and there fell afleep. There arofe Ibor after fuch a furious 
ftorm of wind as was like to have overiet them ; and made 
them run to him, and awake him, crying, Mafler, fave u$ ; 
elfe wc periih. Jefus, feein ; them in ftich confternacion, 
blamed their pufillanimity, and want of faith ; then, with his 
powerful word, rebuked the wind and fea, which immediately 
obeyed. When his difciples, and the reft of the company, 
had beheld their danger and deliverance, they came and threw 
thcmfclves, tiembling, at his feet, wondering, as well they 
might, what kind of man he was, who could command thofe 
unruly elements to be fo quickly calmed j foon after which 
they landed on the other fide, in the country of the Gerga^ 
fenes^ (D). Here 

P Matth. viii. 23, & feq. Mark iv. 36, & feq, Luke viii. 
zZy Sc feq. 

(C) Before he entered into the and fo bid him follow without 
Ihip, there c^mc fomemcn, who delay {5). 
eyprelTcd a defirp to become his (D) bo the Gnek manuferipts 
difciples, and follow him. One of St. Matiheivlmv^ it. Thofe 
of them in particular juft begged, of the other evangelifts call them 
that he might go and bury his Gadarenes : fome read Gera* 
dead fuher*; and another to go Je^es : which makes it verydiffi- 
bid farewcl to his relations and cult to know the Atuation of this 
friends. To the firft of thefe he canton, or of the city from which 
anfweied, Let the dead, fuch it took its name. Ongen (6) 
namely as are fo to the hopes of a thinks the name of the city to be 
future life, perform that office neither Gtdara nor Gerafa^ lince 
(4) ; and come thou and preach none of thofe two cities were near 
that eternal life which 1 am come any fea or lake, but Gergefa, fi< 
to bring to light : but to cne fe- tuate on that of Gcnne%nreth or 
cond he gave this fevere rebuke, Tiheriaj^ where they flill ihewed 
that fuch a retroipe£tion, as he the rocky declivities from which 
expreiled after thofe worldly con- the fwine were hurried down into 
fiderations, was wholly inconfift- the water. 1€ fo, that place 
ent with the charadcr of one of might Itill retaip its name from 
his difciples, whofe mind dnd the Girga^yites, antient inhabit- 
h^art ihould be fo hxed on the ants of Canaan^ of whom we 
concerns of another life, as to be have fpoken in a former volume 
y/hoUy indifierent to all befides j (7}. 

(4) Mauh. viii. iS, fe? Jeq. aff 9 Sfirket Q tn kc* (<;) Luke ix. 61. 

(6) Injtbattn. Ftri Ca m^jub Getafy, (7) Se^ vcL li. l88> fif* 

di #10, (D), aUb, 

' ^ This 
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Cures tw Here he was met by two demoniacs, fo very fierce, one 
elmoniacs. efpecially more than the other, that no chains could confine 
them ; but they chofc their habitation among the tombs, and 
made it unfafe to oafs by that way, till the fight of Jefus 
brought them trembling at his feet, where the devils beg^n 
to acknowkge him to be the Son of God, and befought him 
not to torment them before their time. Our Saviour beheld 
the poor pofl'efled with his wonted pity, and alked the moll 
/urious of them, WJut was his name ; and was anfwcied. 
Legion^ becaufe a multitude of thofe evil fpirits had taken pof- 
fefiion of him. Thefe therefore befought him, that, U he 
•caft them out, he would pci mi t them to m'gn tc into the 
neighbouring herd of fwine ; which being granted, the whole 
herd was immediately fecn to tumble headlong down into the 
fea, to the number of two thoufand, whilrt the two poor objedis 
were reftored to their health and fenfes (E). 

Upont 


This canton, where-ever it 
was, mull have been inhabited 
pattly by heathen*;, which is the 
reafon of the herd of fwinc being 
fuifered to feed m that neighbour- 
hood, which was not permitted 
in any place where they were all 
Jenjost becaufe that creature is 
forbidden by the Mofaic law 
( 8 ). 

(E ) Thofe who pretend to cen- 
fare this miracle, as a wrong done 
to the owners, would do well to 
coniider how thcyqueftion the 
jiillice and authority of a Perfon, 
who had given fuch irrefragable 
proofs of both. Had the evan- 
gclills fuppofed any men capable 
of fuch an unaccountable pre- 
fumption, it is likely they might 
have given us fuen reafons for 
this adiop, as would have flopped 
their mouths. 

If the owners of the fwine were 
of that kind of apoftaceT^xi;/, of 
whom we have had frequent oc- 
cafion to fpeak in fome former 
fcfiions, cho pui\iihmcnt muft be 


allowed to have been rather too 
mild thin toO fevere. If they 
weie RonanSf SyriatjSy or of any 
other nation, they were flill guilty 
of a breach of fiith to the Jw/, 
who, though under a foicign 
yoke, were to be governed by 
their own laws i fo that th^y 
might as well have introduced 
fome of their- idols into that 
country, as herds of a creature 
forbidden by their law, and r.br 
horred by the whole nation. 

However, if the iingularity of 
the miracle proved a means to 
convert them toChriilianity, that 
was abundantly fiilHcient to lepay 
their lofs ; and it is perhaps for 
this reafon that Jefus would not 
fulfer the cared perfons to follow 
him to the other fide, but bid 
them fiay in their own country, 
to be Handing monuments of his 
mir.icuious power and goodnefs ; 
and that the change he had 
wrought in them was notatran^ 
fient adion, done by fome delo^ 
fion or fafeination, bufik^ p(irm4" 


wnt 


Lrrii, xi. 7| al.bn 
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Upon hi$ return to Capernaum^ he was addreiTed hy tht Rai/es tit 
ruler of tiie lynagogue, whofe daughter, about twelve years ruler^s 
of age, was then expiring^ and who followed him to the 
houfe, attended, as ufual, with numerous crouds ; among 
which was a poor woman, who had laboured a long time un- 
der an unnatural hemorrbagy, and confuined her fubftante in 
feeking for the vain help of the phydeians. She had fuch a 
ftrong faith in the world’s SaviOur, that Ihe thought the bare 
to^cb of his fkirt would give her an immediate cure ; and fo^«^ cartt 
it realiv did, but not without being perceived by him i {ox^^^oman 
in'twithftanding his being fo thronged by the multitude, h^ofahhodj 
knew, by the virtue that was gone out of him, that fomebody^-*^^* 
had touched him, and inquiicd of his wondering difiples, 
who it was. The woman, finding, by this queilion, that 
fhe could not go undifeovered, fell trembling at his feet, and 
owned herfclf the bleflcd obje£l of his miraculous power; and 
had this gracious anfwer fuperadded to her cure ; Daughter ^ 
be of good iomfort ; thy faith hath made thee %vhole (F). By 
this time they were come fo near the ruler’s houfe, that they 
could hear the mournful tunes and cries that wcie made over 
the dead damfcl, who had expired in the Intel im ; and Jefus, 
who beheld with pity his piternal gilef, bid him not fear, but 
firmly bclicwej and, entering the houfe with him, and with 
two or three only of his diiciples, ordered the mourners to 
tyafe their doleful mufic, fince the child was only afleep ; but, 
whilft thefe derided him, he took Peter ^ James^ and John^ 
with the gill’s father, into the upper room ; and, taking her 


nent and real, and coiifequently 
a miraculous cure. Accordingly 
wc read, that the news of this 
fingular miracle were prcfcntly 
fpread through that whole re- 
gion, and brought vafl multitudes 
to the place ; where they beheld 
with wonder the two men cloath- 
ed, and in their right minds ; but 
whether through fear, leH any 
ill confequence (hoM attend the 
tofs of the fwine, or, which is as 
likely, left they ihould receive 
fetiiefhreiu^r or more grievous 
from him, they 
befiinght him to depart 
iMt icoafts ; which he readily 
complied with (9). 


(F) Eu/ehius tells us, that the 
woman, out of gratitude, eredlcd 
a brafs iUtue to her miraculous 
Phyiician, in w^hich (he was carved 
kneeling behind him, and laying 
her hand on the ikirc of his coat. 
The (lory is much queftioned, 
and, there was any furh 

monument of this miracle, ihe 
can hardly be fuppofed to have 
been in a capacity of rearing it, 
becaufe Sc. Mark and St. Luke 
tell us, that fhe Jiad fpenc all her 
fubilance on pbyficiaiis ; fo that 
it muft have been done by fome 
of the inhabitants of Ceefarta 
Philippic of which city Eujibtus 
fays ihe was. 


($J Mattk, vui. /ff* MaM Iv. 3s, ^ fif* viu. ai, 
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by the hand, bid her anfe ; whi.h (he immediately did This 
miracle (lill the more incrcafed his fame, notwicbftanding 
all hib ptudcnt cautions to prevent it(G). 

Comes to He foon \tk Capernaum j to go and revifit bis ungrateful 
Nazareth city Nazareth ; and, in his way thither, cured two poor blind 
men. He went, as ufual, into their fynagogue, and preached 
to them with fuch powerful eloquence, as aftonifhed ihe whole 
audience ; but they, remembrmg the meannefb of his educa- 
tion and parentage, were oifended at him, inflfead of admirijrj|g 
him the more for it. This ftubbornnefs of theirs prevents 
his working any fignal miracles there ; fo that he contented 
liimfelf with healing fuch (ick perfons as offered themfelves iif 
TiberiusV his way, and departed, never to vifit them again. By this 
edi& in time Sejanus having been put to death at Rome^ and Tiberius 
famour of been undeceived with regard to the falfe accufations of that 
the Jews, hellifh minifler againft the Jewsy fent orders to all his go- 
vernors to have them treated with greater mildnefb, as we ob- 
ferved a little higher out of Philo ; and Tacitus ^ obfervea 
thereupon, that they enjoyed a long peace under tliat em- 
peror (H). 

VVe 


^ Matth. IX. i8, &c. Mark v. 22, &c. Luke viii. 41, &feq, 
Annal. I. vi. c. 25. 


(G) CKrid^a often injoining fe- 
crecy to the perfons whom he 
cured, has been cenfured by fome 
of our unbelievers, as unfeafon- 
able, and contrary to the defign 
for which they were wrought, 
the proving of his divine miffion. 
But hd had fcveral cogent reafons 
for preventing his miracles being 
too much blazed abroad, at leaS 
till after his refurredlion ; one of 
which was moft probably, that 
he might not hallen the eflefls, 
as well as aggravate the guilt, of 
the pharifaic malice, which, he 
knew, was to fal{ on him, before 
he had gone through every part 
of his work. 

But there was a much greater 
motive to have tkefe miracles 
concealed for the prefent ; for 
the multitudes, who had already 


beheld fo great a number of them, 
had conceived fuch notions of his 
being the MefTiah, ''that, upon 
hib feeding five thoufand perfons 
with a few loaves, they made a 
bold pufh to take him by force 
to make him a king ( i ) ; fo that 
he was obliged to withdraw him- 
felf from them into fome private 
mountain, to prevent any infur- 
region in his i&vour, and bring- 
ing the civil power upon him. 

(H) But it is plain, that he 
could mean no more, than that 
they neither diflurbed his govern- 
ment, nor he their tranquillity ; 
but* they were at this time in too 
great a ferment among thifift- 
felves to be properly (aiato have 
been at peace. But thefb in- 
teHine feuds of theirs were be- 
neath the notice of a RmHn hiAo- 


(l) ^ohn 


rian. 
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We are now come to the third year of his public miniftry, Sauls bis 
which he began with making a thorough progrefs through all apsftlts f 
the cities ot GaiUe ; where beholding, with his wonted 
compaffion, the multitudes that followed him every-where, Ywof 
and huw few the labourerb were in comp'infon of the plentiful thrift 33.' 
harveft in view, he fcnt his twelve apoltles, two and two, 
to preach alfo through all that country. To qualify them 
for this high office, he cndow<*d them with his own miracu- 
lous gifts, commanding them to difpenfe them with the fame 
gratuitous liberality as they had received them, and at the 
fame time foi bidding them to encumber themfeives with 
any worldly conveniencies, but depend upon Providence 
fora fupply and reward worthy their charitable labour. iXtiU 

reminded them, however, that they muft not expefl it io lent in- 
much in thit, life as in the next ; for, added he, I fend yo\i 2s ftruSions 
lambs among wolves ; and, fince you h've been witneffes oitotbm. 
the ill returns which I have met with from this blind and un- 
grateful generation, you muft not expeft to fare better than 
your Matter; but rather rejoice to be, like him, defpifed, rc- 
jefted, and pcrfccuted ; for they will hurry you many a time to 
the judgment feat, and inflidt many a grievous puniflimcnt on 
you ; but be not terrified at it, nor felicitous what anfwer you 
fhall make t6 their puzzling and ill-natured queftions ; for ye 
fliall be endued With fuch wifdom at thofe times, as all your 
a^yerfarics lhall not be able to gainfay In other cafes, re- 
member always to join the innocence of the dove to the cau- 
tioufnefs of the ferpent. Bleffed indeed will be the cafe of 
thofe who deceive you, and your doftiinc ; but miferable and 
dreadful, beyond that of Sodom and Gomorrah ^ (hall be the 
fate of thofe who rejed you. And, as for )ourfelves, depend 
upon it, that He, without whofe permiffion not a fparrow falls 
to the ground, will be ftill your fure guide and protedor ^ 

With thefe excellent gifts and inftrudions they departed, 
whilft jefus tarried (till at, or in the neighbourhood of Caper^ 
naum^ where he heard, about this* time, the news of the bap- 
tift^s death, mentioned a little higher, and whither his difei- 

• Luke xxi. 15. * Matth. ix. 36, & feq. x. i, &fcq, 

Mark vi. 7, & feq. Luke ix. i, & feq. 

mn, if he knew any thing ef it ; and this, as a judicious hifto- 
th^} for thefe troubled them- rian of our own obferves (2), is 
felves no ftrther about what was probably the reafon why they 
done,, in foreign provinces, than are fo filent about the glorioos 
the intereft or fame of their tranfiidions of thefe three laft 
commonwtialth was concerned in years of our Saviour's life. 

(ij Ethar, eerrt, U ch, 4. 


pies 




pies (botl after returned, with A^fmaU Joy, 
hiin with the fuccefi of thnr late miifion n. 


Bbrod^i Herod all this while bad only laid his fears afleep 
ftaf About the death of brs troublefome monitor, wMch were foon 
CbnJI, awaked again at the fame of Jefus, whom he fuppofed to be 
that prophet nfen from the dead, whilft others took h.m for 
Elias^ or fome other of the antieni pDphcts. l^his obliged 
him Co withdraw himfelf, with his difcipks, into a dtfdtt pi ice, 
whither he was, however, followed by a great multitude. 
Fads five and caught them there. The d y being far ipen'^, and vitStuab 
thoufand fcarce there, Jefus, unwilling to fend them away fitAing and 
mstthfive faint, made the people fit clown m a convenient |l\re ; and, 
haves. having blffltd his mt.aii and fcanty provilion, winch ronfifted 
in all of fi\c birley-loavcs and a few fmall fifht , mjlciplicd 
and diftnbuted it among them ; and, after they hid all eaten 
to fatiety, his difciples wcie ordered to githtr tl tv. remaining 
fragmen s, and filled twelve bifk ts with them, over and 
above what had been eaUn by the inuhitucte, win h amounted 
to five thoufind men, befides women and children. This 


ftupendous miracle made them lock upon him as the promifid 
Mcflidh 5 fo that they were now confultu g to h ive made him 
king by mam force ; but, as foon as he ptrctived it, he re- 
folved to convey himfelf far enough ou»^ of their rcac.h 
He therefore bid his difciplcs crofs over the lake towards 
Beihjaida^ whilft he ftaid to difmifs the people, after which 
he was to follow them. Whilft thv.y were on the water, he 
withdrew into a retired place on the mountain, to fpend fome 
part of the night in prayer, The wind being rlicn contrary, 
and very fierce, hindered them fiom reachnij; the flaore , bur, 
JFa/if on whilft they were rowing and toiling in vain, Ji fus c une towards 
fea, them, about the fourth oi laft watch of tin. nighty vialking 

the boifterous waves, and made as if he would pils by tfiem $ 
at which thej gave a bidous cry, fuppoling that tficy had 
feen what the JtWi call a mazik or fpecitre of the vvorft kind, 
concerning whofe power of doing inihhief tli.ir rabbies tell 
us wonders too abfuid to deferve a plate here \ Jefiis fooft 
recovered them of their fright, by alluring them, that it was 
be ; but Pster^ between doubt and furprii&e, anfvvertd hrii!r, 
LoltD, if It be thou, bid me come to thee on the water , 
being permitted, ventured to walk towards him. A 
guftof wind having welled the furges, and his faith 
to fail, he found fi mfelf linking, and cried out to 
fo/ help* Jefus ftretched foith his hand to fav4r 

« Matth.ibiil dpfe^. Mvkvi. ap. ^ 

" Se John VI, 5. & fcq, ad 17. * Vide auft 

^ Hcbr, coimnenu in F&l. aci* 
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braided his want of faith, and led him into the boat, where 
himfelf being alfo entered, there followed a calm, and they 
were agreeably lurpnfed foon after with the fight of the 
wi(hed-for fliore y. Here he was again met by innumerable 
multitudes, who brought to him their Uiieafed from all parts 
to be cured (I). 

ThlJ)E things happened a little before the third pafibvei 
after his cntiance into his mm ilry ; for the cvangelift ^ p'^JP^er 
that that feftival was at hand 5 but whether Jtfus went up 
it, or ftaid in Galilee^ is no-wherc exprelly faid. Only the 
former is moft probable, not only from his conflant and zeal- 
ous attendance on all other ftftivals, but becaufe his abfrnce 
at this time, on any pretence, might have flievvn an ill pre- 
ihedent to his difciples, and given the phanfees an occaflon of 
fcandal and accuiation. But, if he went up to ye>ufalem^ 
he did It fo privately, and ftaid fo fliort a time there, by rea- 
fon of the plots which the heads of the ^livs had laid againfl: 
his life, that It was not known to them till he was gone back 
into Galilee^ where we find him prefcntly after » (K). 

The 

y Matth XIV 24, & feq Maikvi 46, & feq John vi. 16, &Ci 
* John VI 4,* ^ Johnvii 1, &:feq. 

il) Among them were a gi eat part of them forfook him from 
number of thofe whom he had that very hour Jefus, no- 
lately fo luiraculoufly fed who thing lefs than furprifed at this 
had miiTed hifn, and came fceking dcfedion, addreAed himfelf next 
after him, and expreffed a moie to hisdifciplcs, to know of them, 
than Ordinary joy v hen the^ h d whethti they tcic any inclination 
f^ttnd him jefus however blamed to leave him. To whom FtUr 
their unrimely diligence, becaufe give this glorious anfwer in the 
it did not fo much proceed fiom name of the twelve. Lord, whi- 
a love to his heavenly dofliine, ther, or to whom, Aiould wc go \ 

ES from the temporal advantages Thou haA the words of eternal 
which they expeded from hii life, and we are now full v aAured^ 
earthly leign. He therefore ex- that thou ait the CliriA, the Son 
borted them to feek after thole of the living God Jefus took 
more fpiritual one^, which he occiAon heic to hint to them, 
was come to tender to them that he had indeed chofen thole 
This and fome ocher difcourles twelve; but that, one of them 
he had with them of a Aill mofe was a devil, meaning yu^as Ifca* 
spiritual nature, and for which not^ who was 10 betray him 5), 
wh refer the reader to the ficred tno’ he continued to follow him 
biftorians (4), had fucli a Arange with the relt. 
effed Oh them, that the greatcil (K) It is at this paATover that 

(■4) C<nf DiUt stvm 15% JofnM* 14, ^ 30, & ff, (5; Jobn vi. 30, 

Vot. X. Q o mti 
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Thepha- Til® feaft being over, the feribes and pharifees, who 
rifees try miffed him there, fent fome of their fpips after him, to watch 
to intangle words and adlions, and to catch fome matter ot accufa- 
him in his tion againft him. The firft thing ihefe laid hold on, was his 
doSlrine. hib difciple«? eating with unwaflied hands contrary to the 
traditions of the antients, and the conihint cuftom of the 
pharifaic fe£t. Jefus cafilv expL d<*d this accufation, by 
fhewing them the hypocriiy ot cleanfing the hands, dilhes, 
and other velFcls, whiKf their hearts, which moft wanted it, 
were carelelly left in all their filth of rapine, deceit, and 
Are put other real defilements. Put he went fuither to (hew the mif- 
Jilence^ chiefs arifing from too clofe an adherence to thofe traditions, 
a great part of which, though plainly opposite to the divine 
law, were vet picferrcd to it in point ot authority and ob» 
fervance. He inftanced in fevcral particulai*?, efpecidly that 
abominable one, by wliich they had made void the only com- 
mand with a promife, that of cliildrtn Iiono*u'ig and fuc- 
and fe* couiing their parents^. He not only fiieweti tliem the im- 
njerely re- piety of fome, but the unreafonable and fliip'Uitv of others, of 
fronjed by thofe traditions ; fuch as thofe thu abfolvKi a man that fwore 
him, by the temple, but not him that fwore by the gold of the tem- 
ple ; or him that fwore by the altar, though not him that 
fwore by the gift that was on it; though, a; hej.iftly ob- 
ferved to them, it was the temple that faiidtified tfie gold, 
and the altar that fandified the «:ifL Thefe fevere refledi^ns 
did fo much the nioic giavel tbcle phaiifaic fpies, as they feem- 
ed to conio down to the capacity of tl.e mcaneft of his au- 
dience, and could not but infpiie the people wifh a fingular 
contempt for thofe expounders of the law, as well as with a 
great veneration foi himt( If. 

To avoid, tlieitforc, the perfecutions wl'lch were likely 
to be raifed againft him from tliat (ju irtcr, he withdrew him- 

Matth. XV I, vV l<*q. Mark vii. i. Sc feq. & alib. See before, 
vol. ii. p. 45 S, fub fin. (!’). 

Pilate is fuppofed to have made tower in that metropolis, named 
fuch a fevere example ot the le- Silot.m, cruOied to death, he af- 
bcllious Galileeans or Gauhmtes^ fared them, that neither of them 
whofe blood ,he mi^^glcd with came to fucli a tlieadful end, be- 
their facrifices, as they were pr- eaafe they were greater finnera 
forming their devotions in the than the refi ; but chat, without 
temple (5) j the news of which a fpeedy repentance, they ihould 
being afterwards brought to all fhare in fome iuch likc dread- 
.Ills, a& well as the misfortune of ful fate, 
thofe eighteen men, whom a 


f 5) luif Xiii. I, & feqx 
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fcl^ towards the coafts of Tyre and Sidofiy and entered Into 
an houfc pnvaul , being unwillirg to be known there; but 
ic wis foon bdet bv a great number of fick folk, who flocked 
to 1 im to be cured. Among thi fc v’tas a CavamiiUjh or Iheh the 
fhantLian woman, as St. Mmk ^ flilcs Iiv , wno )tt ad(Jfclicd Svropho?- 
i)]m with the title of Ji(*RD, and ^on ej J) vid, and carneftly nieianV 
intieated hum in behalf of hcrdaughtei, who W' is to’mentcd 
with a devd Jef^s at firft f emed fo far to oviilook her, 
that his difciplcs begc>;cd cf him either to gr mt Iierfiit, or 
difmifs her. he woman, btrr iring there uj on i^ori. impor- 
tunate, rc».e'ved this unexpeeltcf rtpuHe lro»n fun, "J lat it 
was not* fit to dcpi'nc the children nf ^heir bread, to cift it 
unto dogs; but fhe, nothing dih our »ged at fo mr rtif\ipgaa 
anrwti, threw he»f^If at hi feet, and owned Lf i icif tii Jeed 
laiworthy a chih’s portion , but, a< llie I une t.me, h jm’ ly 
reminded Inm, ih t the vvhel; s w. rc pMinitrul to fcwu on thj 
crumbs fliat fell fiojii their nii iti’ t hie, Jtfu h ''idy com- 
mended her fingulii taith, and pio.uaineed hei dauditer 
licaled ; and woman, li hly fatj Imi, retjipcl 1 orne, 
where fhc foiiiicl Irr xtti i ng on tlu l»cd, rfinl p^ri^ctly 
cured 

Shortly a^^ti tl i:, Jtfu* went more eafivvard tow rd? 
the head ot Jnuu \ ar. . ok j pn tl i ui P ), 

wdierc, among ot^^r nnitnlr'is mik , ]ie m t /, n i ri { 
hAirir g to a inui bv rr < * i a»u’ d rb, ii m»i h th\t t‘r* 
aftoniflv I iniJ 'tiich oit, V/ i h hail dun a > 

welly Lt i h ^ * * I (it f ti id i to jp fie 

was fuliojveJ Iv the iM !t t> i " o n encr* mto m » » u r 

mountain, ^/li ^ lu' ’'i e(j il i <. * j '• 'Sml lit 7], t ceu g 

them, and hcai. «ai t ' ^ ^ , ti v’ »trvui kiiHl. B.iC, 

as they had biought n > J ith »r^t m / f I p ov'iiion*?, Jclu-, 

pitying tl cir tab, ar»l Ur''^ ) ^ I < Lnd rluin r*wiy 

empt}, ii<!;nificd i »b dei' n i i i f .» I s , a 'd, fine eg ihi) 
had fiill feven , i ’ • < w h. a , h» r i !i p’ I bi Mi, t^i ,c^^7 

as he had done before, in o i (i n: mn ^ , i 1 1' 

thoufand mm, befidts wo’^rn i i*i in; n d to till u v( »i ' 

bafkefs of that, whiih ii e diieipk ifi h inl of li^' it ‘naming tl ouJa^J 
fragmciUbS aftti vvhicli he dn'milico in* i nihit ide, .*rd c oiled 

« Mark vii. 26 ^^Matth w. ri, K frq Maik vii. 

24, & Icq, ® Matth x\*. 31, ."k fcq Mark viii. 1, & feq, 

^ lid. ibid. Ss eq. 

I 

(L) A canton in Pahjltne, fo other fide Jonlait^ thecapLal of 
called fjom us ten cities, fituate winch was Siytlopohs ; it was 
feme on this, and lomc on the moflly inliabit^ by gentiles 

(Qi Set W, 11, p, 396, ^461, 'A). 
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the lake of Tiberias towards the fouth-caft parts of Magdal^ 
or Dalmaniuha Here he was accofied again by feme of 
the phanfees and fadduceeS) who came to a(k of him a iign $ 
to whom having anfwered, as formerly, that they (hould have 
no other but that of the prophet Jonahy he failed back, and 
left them to make the application (M). 

Bi INH come to the borders of Spia^ in the neighbourhood 
of Cafarca Pbthppi^ a city built by Philip the tetrarch of 
that canton, the Ion of Herod the Guaiy as was hinted a 
little higher ; he began to queftion his difciples, who had by 
^he Jews this lime been a year chofen into the apoftitfhip, what the 
optmon of ytxus commonly thought of him. Being anfwcred, that he 
Cbnft. iuppolul by fome to be John the bap lift, by otheis EltaSy 

or fome other prophet ; he afked them, what their own opi- 
nion was of him. To this Peter anfwcred for himfelf, as well 
as for the reft, whofe judgment concerning him he could not 
but know, and «iffirmtd him poluivelv to be the Mefliah, the 
Peter’i Son of CjOD. It was upon this noh o confcfllon that Chrift: 
roble con- furnamed him Peter ^ oi Rotk^ and promifed him upon that 
fefjion of rock to build his cliurch, to give him iht kejs of his heavenly 
hm* kingdom, and the power ot binding and loohng ; fo that which 
ever of the two fentences he pronounced upon earth, fliould 
be ratified m heaven. But hcchargid him, and tfie rtft of his 
colltgues, not to kt it be fo much as whifpercd abroad, that 
he was the Mtfhah or Chiifl, till he was rifen from the 
dead ^ (N). But as he had given fuch a kind of foretafte of 

his 


8 Mat. xvi f, &ftq. MaiLvui lo, &. feq. Matth. xvi. 

12, & feq. LuLc ix. 1 8, Sc feq Sc alib. 


(M) tn their paftagt, he bid 
his difcipkb beware of ihc leiven 
of the phanlecs and LdJuccco , 
which caution gave them a Ihan^c 
kind of an alaini, becaufe they 
had forgot to cake lomc ] io\ ifioii 
with them ; but, aflcr he hui 
put them jn mind of his two late 
miracles on the loaves they came 
at length to untici iUnc«, that the 
leaven he forewarned them a> 
gainft, was the pernicious doc> 
trines of thofe two lefts (7). 
Upon his landing at Bethfaida^ 
the native place of fome of his 
difciples, a blind man was brought 

(7) Matth, xi, zi, Q? fif. 


to him 10 be refiored to his fight. 
Jefus could not refufe his help to 
fuch objefts ; but, as he had re- 
cei\vd ijch ungrateful returns 
fiom the people of that city for 
the many miracles he had wrought 
among them (8), he was unwill- 
ing to aggiavate their guilt by 
frelh ones. Taking therefore 
t])p blind man with him out of 
the town, he redored him to his 
fight, »nd bid him go dtreftly to 
his home, without entering into 
the riry again 

(N) hiom this time, finding 
their faitii fo well founded, he 


(S) Mz9 ' viq. 22, fir 
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his fufFerings and death, as could not but make a deep im* 
prefiion on their mind, confldering that they had aiways 
looked on him as the reftorer of the kingdom of Ifrael^ and 
continued to do fo even after his rcfurre£tion % he thought 
fit to give fome of the moft intimate of them a fpccimcn of 
his future glory. 

Thes were and James ^ and Jofyn^ whom he took 

up with him to an exceeding high mountain, generally be- 
lieved to have been mount labor or Thahor^ defcribed in a 
former volume ^ ; and was there transfigured before them, 

This happened whilft he was at prayer when the} fiiddcnJy^*^''^'^*-?^^ 
belli !d a 1 ftre darting from his face, outfhining even that of 
the fun. His garments contracted a fplendid whitcnefii, ex- 
ceeding tint of fnow. Mofes and Etuis appeared immediUely 
after, in all the bnghtnefs of their glorifiLj flite, anJ con- 

^ Ads I 6. ** \ol II p 40i,&feq 403, (W) Luke 

ix 28, feq and the paiallelb. 


began to open a myftery to them, 
which tniy httle dreamed of, but 
which It was high time for them 
to be ficquanited with , namely, 
that of hi*^ bufferings and death 
at Jetit/nlem. Fetet^ thunder* 
firurk, as It were, at fuch an 
unex eded di(covei), could not 
forbe ir crying, Lord, far be it 
Jtorn (hey^ that ezet any Juch 
thu ouldhefal thee y but he pic 
fentl) received fuch a (evert rebuke 
from him, ?s gave him to under- 
ftanii, that lie was but a novice 
in the dodi ines of man’s redemp- 
tion and feif denial. He took 
therefore that fur opportunity 
to rid them of all their pujudices 
concerning a temporal kmgtlom, 
and to alfurc them, th'.t there 
was no way left for them, or any 
Other of his difeiples, to enter 
into his heavenly one, but by 
treading in his Heps, and goeng 
from the crofs to that glorious 
Crown, which waited for them at 
the end of their lace. He con- 
cluded this forrowfui difcourfe 


with affuring them, that fome of 
thofc that were there preitnt 
fhould not tafle of death, till they 
had feen the beginnings of this 
his kingdom powei fully difplayed 
before them (9) Accoidingly, 
he gave them foon after fevcral 
furc evidences of it ; firft, in his 
glorious transfiguration, then m 
his refurredion, afcenfion, in 
the wonderful change that was 
wrought on them by the defeent 
of the Hoi) Ghoft, when they 
came to fee and taftc of that fpi- 
ritual kingdom which they had 
betore but the moll imperfed 
notion of ; in the fuccefs of the 
gofpel, through the giedteft part 
of the Olid, m fpue of all the 
oppofition of the jenjos and Gen* 
tiles ; and laHly, in the dreadful 
vengeance he took again ft the 
former, by the arms and pQwer 
of the latter, according to his 
formal predidiou of that laft ca- 
taftrophe. All which will be 
bell ieen in the fequcl. 


(9) Mcinh, XVI, 
/T 


fefx loHkt ix. 22, ^ 

Oo 3 ferred 
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ferred with him about the fuiljrings anJ death he was 
Ihc'itly to undei iio at JcrufaUm^ and for wljich he was to be 
exalted above ever) name in heav* ii or canh During this 
cxtiaordinary iiitercourJe, the ihiee apottlcv, wh^jthcr over* 
pow'^ered wuh the h^ivcnly vjfion, or fallen into a kind of 
trance, wtie fcarce lecovcred from jc, when they beheld the 
glory, wherewith th^ir Matter, and his two hvvcnly \ into' s, 
were iinrounded ; and Peter^ in a k’nd of ecftific f.rprize, 
cried out, Lord, hezo good ts it jor us to be hen f Let 
us make ih>ee ta! irpadi^^ one for yoi^ out for Motts, ari'l 
the third fo) Lhas, b.ing kartely ttnhb^e ot what he ttid. 
Their fuipiize incuaGd, when they It und theinfdvcs Sur- 
rounded bv a 1 inunoiis cUnid : Toon after \. I'u h they 

heaid a voice fH)ni hcavm, it' inj-, '‘It is r) InJovel in 
whom I (rh lL I ^Uaj d hiCi^ )t / /a. \z the c w ads they 
remained pioftr'ite on tlic ground, ftruck with wondtr and 
amaT^mrnt, till their i\s {} cam", .nd la ltd tlum up; 
when, upon their looi « aoour, the*' wore (urpnkd to find 
liim alone, and in his ulual and appeii nice 
Comes came down foon after to rtj in the nil of their 

down conij'my; and, in the wav, y/yvjea\e md h ^ two 

from tie aflo'" ». tc», a hiici: v^haige to conceal the v liOn, till he was rittn 

inoutU* ficni the (h ^d 1 hv-tt iatt woid^ caulul a titlli qut ttion among 

them, vvh'i the txpittti in of lii^ nlu g from the dead fliould 

mcaii , foi, It ttems, they t( eld not vet pcrluadc themlclvcs 
of what lie h d fo lately told them concerning his death 3*1 
feruf/dem, Howevti, they took care not to fpeak of his 
transSguralion till after his refunedfion (O). By that time 
let'iKeen they were got to the foot of the mountain, wheie a great 
the phari multitude, and among them fome phantt'S, waited for them, 
fees and and had hid no fmall ftrjfe with thofe dif iples of his, whom 

ChrtjV^ jefus had left bvh’nd him. Before he could well inquire into 

difehUs, tht; oceafion of their tii^pute, a man pretted thiough the croud, 
and fell prottratc at his feet, and implored his afliftance m 
the behalf of bis fon, who was miferably tormented with a 
dumb demon, by whom he was fometimes hurried into the 

® Conf. Pf, cxxxviii. 2, & Philip, iii. g. and before, p. 208,, 
& feq. fub not. Match, xvii, i, & feq. Mark vi. 2, Se feq, 

Lukeix. 28, & feq. 

(O) St. Peters by h , fecond gives of it there (2), though he 
rpiille, which he wrote a little owns at the fame time the evi- 
before his own death ( i ), appears dence which is drawn from tho^ 
to have ftill retained the moH; teflimony of the prophets to 
lively impreffion of it, by that fnperior to it. 

(norc^ but elegant defeription he 

f 

(i) Chap, i, 13, 1^, (xj Jhid, ver, x6~-X9, 



C XI. Hiftory of the Jews. 5^7 

fire, and at other times into the water, and was become fuch 
a difinal olj of pity, that he had bioughc him tohisdifci- 
pies but that thet had not been able to give him any relief, 
jefus, moved with the deeptft conipailion at this doleiul 
itory, couIJ not forbeir upbrnding both his difciples, and the 
whole Jewip) generation, with their wii of faith ; and, to 
cenvincc them the more powerfulh of it, ordered the child 
to be brought betort him , aud^ whilft he was in the flrongeft 
convuKions r nd igonies, and oofoiiowtul f^itlitr bcfeeching 
him in the molt ni >vin^ tciiiis, only rttuined this anfwcr ; 

That it he could bciiLVi, the cu e of his Ion would be cahly 
ptrfoimed At tlicfe words the ^uher imiiRdiittly cried out, 

I hi lol ^ I { ^ y n huUl tj and Jefus, ic buking the 
ctil Ipint, toieedlim to < i, not witliout hideous cries, 
and liaving tin ho, hruM on t’ 3 ind , infLinuch that 
tiR b ftinJei hei lvlJ h 111 d il La Jti is <0011 uiultceived 
them, iiid, til i s h n bv ih h k, ladcd liim, and dcli dtmoniaco 
Vtrtd him to I is fuller, jerftetly cured As lion as they 
hid withd wn thjmfelvto hum tnc dl unfhed niukituac, hw 
difciples begjed of him to know the icilon, why they had ni 
vain attempted to cJ^ uns cle\il out ? ^lo wh >m he anfwtred, 

'I iheir d f ppi^nitments m [-ewC*- 1 weie owing to iheir 

want of hull , J m il *• this paiticulai one WaS owing to their 
riegl (ft cf hfiiiij; il u pfcjti 0 

J 4, u , h i\ ing (»brei\ ed tl e thiee, ?t their coming down from Toretils 
l^e mount, quilhon ng about hio refurrection, took this op- hisouct* 
portuni V, IS they were moving towaids Cupmaum^ and 
from the cioi s, to fpeik to tiie twelve afi elh concerning 
his dppio chiiR dca»h , <nd to afluie them, that he IhouJd 
betra}ed into wiekcJ huius to be ciuciht 1 , but that he fhould 
rife g in on the third da) lint their heads fecm to ha\e been 
fo filled witn a notioi in earthly kinjdoin, ihit, inftead of 
defir ng him to explain further to them the grating myftciy 
of f IS crof-, they were rather deoating how he was likely to 
difpofe of his new dignities, vmich they hid more immediately 
in view. This difpure lafted till they were got to ihccit), 
whe e therolkdois afked them, whitliei then ^^aftc^ did not Pan the 
pay the ufual tribute and PtUr, who knew his difpo- tnbute. 

iiUon 

4 


0 Matth XVII 14, &ftq, Mark i\. 14, fr ftq, Luke ix 37, 
& feq. 


(P) Several interpreters bavc 
thought the tribute-money here 
rxafbed to have been that which 
every one was to pay > early to 
the temple ; and that Jefus pro- 


nounced hinifelf exempt from it, 
on account of his being the Sou 
of Goo. Hut we rather tJLn^, 
with Be%a^ that it was the capi* 
cation-money which^hau been, 
O 0 4 * made 
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fitTon to give God and C^/ar their due, anfwered them in the 
affirmative. JeAis, however, exprelTed himfelf to him in 
fuch a mannei, as plainly hinted that tribute to be due only 

from flranger^, and not from the children, or thofe who are 

free-born. Ncveithelcfe, added he to Peter ^ to prevent giving 
any offence on that account, go and caii thy hook into the 
lake \ and in the mouth of the firft ii(h thou takeft, thou will 
find a piece of money (Q^) ; pay that for thee and me p. 
Reproves As foon as Peter was returned, Jefus afked them, what 
the art'hi- they had been dif ting about in their way thither; whiHl 
tionof they, confeious of tbcir ill-limed ambition, held theii peace. 

difc.^Us But Jefus, who knew it perfciSlIy v/ell, taking a child in his 

Recom- arms, cxpre/ly told them, that the only way of becoming 
tn^nds hu- great in his heavenl\ ns;Jom, was to be like that little child 
in- innocence and liu iity ; and that tlie more nearly they re- 
noceneCi fcnihled him in thole twt) excellent virtues, the peculiar foun- 
dation of his religion, and of all Chriflian virtues, the greater 
and higher wouhl then lank be there; whereas pride and am- 
bition, the bane of lies new and divine Inditufion, were the 
ready means to exclude them from having . riv fliarc or title to 
ibarifyt that glorious kingdom. For, iaid he, whofoevtr (hall re- 
ceive one of theie little 'hddien, or meek and humble difci- 
ples, the lead favour beftowed on them, tluiugli h:’t a cup of 
water, in my name, fhall not fail of a rcwaid On the other 
p Matth. ibid 22, Sc fcq. Mark Sz Luke ubi faprn, ad lin. ^ 


made in the time of Cyreuius^ 
after /IrchilauC^ haiiilhment , of 
which wc have lately fpoken : for, 
as our Saviour feems to obferve 
to St. Petir here, it was a tax 
impof^ upon the Je^ws by the 
arbitrary will of Cafar againfi 
juillce and equity, bccaufc by 
their former alliances with Rome^ 
tiiey were to be free from all 
iuch impofis. However, to avoid 
giving offence, or too great a 
\ouncenaoce to the pernicious 
GauUnitiJh fa^lion, Jelus rather 
chofe to work a miracle, than 
refufe to conform to the law of 
the conqueror, and bring thereby 
9 greater mifchief upon himfelf 
1^ nation. 

feems 4s if by this law or 


tax cveiy man had been obliged 
to inrol himfelf in Jome city, 
whether of his nativity or abode. 
Jefus had made hi^ chief refi- 
dence at CapernawKy after he 
had foi fook Nuzeff eth. Peter 
had done the fame in all likeli- 
hood ; and that is the reafon why 
he bids him give the piece of 
money for them both, without 
mentioning any thing of the 
other apoflles, who might be In- 
rolled at Bethfaida, or fome other 
town near the lake. 

(QJ This piece the Greek calls 
ftaiery and the Hebrew or Syriac 
aftira \ it was equal 
to the double fhekel, and was 
worth about half a crown of our 
money (3). 


(^) Di IXfC •put* tst, at, Arhutbaot^ B rerewood 'de ponder. Be* ward da i»<w- 

f^r, dr Prtdeatue ta prof, ad mneB, Bezam, & at, in Maltha ubi ppra» 
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hand, whofoever fliall prefume to dcfpife, or give them Juft 
caufe of offence (as it is indeed fcarccly poilible for men of 
that low and humble character to efc^pe fuch a contemptuous 
treatment from an haughty and degenerate world), fuch in- 
dignities will meet with the fame fevere punifliment, as if 
offered to my own |x;rfon. But whilft mankind entertain a 
fpirit fo contiary to that ct mv ffofpel^ tht^y will hardly ever 
be free from futh pernicious offences ; and this is the reafon why 
I, who am come to fave that which is in danger of being loft, 
am fo carneft in wai niiig you againfl: them. If a good fliepherd 
find, that one in an hundred of his fhcep is rone aftray, how rea- 
dily doth he leave the uft, to go and feten hack the ftraggling 
one ! and how much neater plcafure would it be to me to le- 
call every poor ftraggiing mortal, who know lic»v/ defirous my 
heavenly Father is, tint none of tlum fhoiilJ penfti, but that 
they may all he fivcJ ' 

Bur 1 u II vou inoieovfr^ tint you fhoulJ be fo far 
oft’ending thefc meek dilcples of mine, thit vou ought tonehof in^ 
avoid even rctil'itiiig the wrongs and (‘ffences that are juries^ and 
to you. You all ftincl in gUMt need of forgivcncfs fiorn vour 
heavenly Fathi r ; but how can }ou ever oped ii from him, 
if you lefufc it t ) vour fcils^w- creatures ? In oftenccs of zadmnU 
difttrcnt liifure, and id tendency to religion, your Axiiy tion to of- 
is to admoniili the o'h »iiVr, firit in the privatdl manner ; \{ fenders. 
ti.'s fall', icptat it hvioie one or two witnefies ; if this doth 
not reclaim him, dec hire Ins offence to the church; and, if 
he rejects cir admonition i.iid cenfure, let him be icfciiidcd 
from It ; ai. f, till he laiuin arui fubmit, look upon him as an 
infidel; pity and piav for him, but avoiJ all familiar inter- 
courfc with him. k or here I repeat it rgain, whatever len- 
tcnce is thus rcgulaily pjA^d upon fuch an oLftinate offender 
by you here on eartli, lliall be ratihcd in heaven. For what- 
ever any number of you, tnjush ever fo final], thus githered 
ill my name and fpiiit, fna 1 dgree to alk from above, 1 will 
furely be in the midft oi them, to direft and help their pray- 
ers, and fend them home with die dallied blcfiing (R). 

After 

(R) Here Peter, finding that n umber, he explained to them 
an offender was to be forgiven, the uniealonabienefs as well as 
if private admonition rcclaimi^d danger of an iinfoi^iving ceinper, 
him, afked his Mailer, how often by the fignificant parable of a 
he mull repeat that foigivenefb ; wicked fervant, who, havirg had 
whether fo far as levcn times ; the vafl debt of io,ooo talenta 
and was anfwcred, not only as mercifully forgiven him by his 
far as feven, but as feventy times lord, went and arrclled a fellow- 
feven. But, to prevent their fervant for a poor hundred pence ; 
being fared at fuch an uniimited and, without any regard to his 

intreaties 
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After a fliort fla\ ai La^t u /m tnc fcaft of tabcinacJe* 
drawing near, f)me of his nwir r i t Oi^s, who Wvfe, it fecrns, 
the backwaniclt to htlitve in him, i Dftrving whit .i long Hay 
he had made m Gnitiet, and i w the fear of the fews had 
made him axorJ goii ^ into fudtia rook upon them lo re- 
prove him foi It, telling iiim, that if Ins dchgn was to be 
known to thcwuild, he ought to g) jnd fh^w b mfelf at 
fcrujahii to the grt il concourfc of people that w^rc jiifl 
ready to flick to that feaft, iiiflviJ of lud ng hiin(< It in thofc 
obfciire cointrs of (raltln, Jcius, d ui reprovu g tbcir 
temerity, oiilv took ocranui. to rLmind that tut v indeed 

bad nothing to fear there from fhe ftws ^ but tint it was 
otherwift with him, eg infl wnotc life the It of that na- 
tion wt re more baiily plottin^^ «.t tn s tin l ch ji r ,/ r lie there- 
fore told them, thit they in ig he fh the’ ioon iS they 

Goestothi pleafed ; but, a^ to hiniftlf, he w^onid t his ow**' He 

ftaft of flaid not long, however, rctrihtm, h t v/ent tli liei in the 
tabtma* privateft nianiier he could, for Icai of awakmg the jealoufy 
€l€s Qf hjs tiiemies r 

Jfypomts Be FORF he rtdchcd ^Jertifa\v^ he wns ple-ift 1 to appoint 
fe<x)enty another college of difciplts, to the nunui r of levtntv, an-* 
dijciplts. fweiing to the number of the elders cholen by Alojti to be 
his alliftdnts as that of the twelve apoltks did to the twelve 


< John vii I, & feq f Ibid ver 4 feq 5 Vid. 

Exod. xvni. pail. Deut. 1 9 See alfo before, voh ni p. 41S. ’ 


intreaties and tears, threw him 
into a gaol ; for which mercilefd 
cruelty his lord condemned him 
to acondgn puniihmenc. 7 he 
application was eaf), and the 
force of the parallel readil) felt ; 
but Jefus was pleafed to conubo' 
rate it, by afluring them, on his 
infallible word, that they mull 
expert no forgivenefi from his 
heavenly Fath r, unlef* they wcio 
willing and ready to forgive euli 
other their trerpaflls ( ^ ) 

(S) Tn his way thither hecliofe 
to go through tome pa "s of 5 /? 
yiana, and fent one or two of 
his difciples to prepare a lodging 
for him at one of their towns on 


the road ; but thefq, according 
to their ufual rancour, undei- 
llanding that he was going to 
JeiujcHem to tiic approacning 
fcall, refufed to give him any 
entertunment , which foexaipe* 
nted his company, tn^t the two 
Boanerges^ whom we mentioned 
in a late note, were Tor bringing 
down fire from heaven to con- 
fumc that ungodly place But 
Jcius give them fo fevere a re- 
buke, as made them fcnfible how 
diametrically oppofite fuch a re-* 
vongeful and murdering fpirit 
was to that meek and chantabie 
one, which brought him fiom 
heaven to five mankind (5). 


{"4) 15, ttdji*. Cr 


mbt fipta^ 


(:,) Luh IX* cf. 
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tribes of Ifrael (T) Thefe he fent alfo by two and two, 
and with the lame mftnidtions, and miiaculous power, winch 
he hid given to il twelve a,)oftlcs, wnh this dilFcrcnce onl}, 
that the latter were permitted to go to anv city ot I fra /, but 
thetoimeroiil) lo tlioli piriiculir places, \ ' erchimftlfdtfigiuJ 
tocome after and picacli * By thi^ time the tealt ot tabcriiaclLS 
was <.orne, when there was no Pi»ht iiar^h Mtcr, nor imall 
ftrilc about h ni , luiiie do ibt g whet icr he would venture 
h mlill there, f)mi a*nimipj h »n to ^ c, ipr'iplct, others an 
jm^o tor llw ^)pt i cd at U north p ibl ’ 1 1 <he temple about Teachis iu 
th litter cid ct the fc , ml, ti the* \ temple, 

taujht boldl\ and pen’} ih rc , nitJdji[Ii\ d n i i i lijCiDr 
knov/1 ^c ( t ill'" ( t i b< ok , tl It ih v i i i r rbtir 

afl^ n; one in )th r in a km i 1 1 an n r r, w r c i in in 

ofioiTU'*n ncdic ^ i« uild i ti itc*. n tJ W liL,n JlUj , 
licaid ths ri foi i >•, li iHuic 1 th m, i nt sd)chincwas 
not from mcr , i f fionlic ven , ni tl n u ol them 
were bit fin ruv oled to do iIh wide Cjf n, th^-y wool I 

fxn ’ s- conviiic d oi tlie Uuih <f it he fid. Whild, 

tl e etorc, fom dun (d hs courigi, in fpe kii 4 fucli bold 
trutl s at die I zud of hij li^t, ind affirmed ])is jnnaeJes to 
dcmonlh 1 I 1^0 the nuc Mdluh , others, more obfli- 
flate, ol j^.e^^d the ^ All meanneisot his Liith and parent ige. 

'lo tlicli 1 e i fv^ rc I, thi , wh never the} might know 01 his 
tailhl defenit, they wcic wholly ignorant of his heavcnlyr 
one , all which 1 1 uifcired b fuch iiiefr g'blc p oof, that a 
great number of tl <111 h gan to bwheve opeulv in I im , which 
when t)iw niigdfr tes knr'vv, they lent fome of their 

ofiiccis to app eliL'^ 1 inn Bjt, is his tim*. wa^ not }et 
comt, inltt<.d of lolloping ihcir niftrudion , they came back 

* ^ Luke X I, & feq 


(T) The names of thefe fe 
yenty, or (event) two (for they 
are indilFerently called by either 
number, the firll, beciufe ex 
prefly mentioned b} St Luke^ 
9nd the lattei, from a fuppoiition 
that he ufes the round number 
inftead of that of feventy twq, 
anfw^nng to nine out of each 
of the twelve tribes), are moilly 
unknown to us. We find only 
twenty>eight of them m Eujthm 


(6), Eptlhamus ^7), and Paptas 
(8), ch efly mentioned in the 
AUs , the) are as follows MaU 
thas. Mat k, Lukfy Barnabas^ Ste* 
phen, Ppthp, P7ochot.*s, Ntcancr^ 
*Itmon Pat v enas^ Nuolas^ Jufius^ 
ApelUsy Sojlbenes^ Rufus , l^iger^ 
Cephas y ^hadcleus*At iji tatty Joh , 
Barfabasy AndfomeuSy juntas. St^ 
lasy Luctusy Menaheniy Mnafon^ 
and Anam^Sy the lame who bap- 
tized St. Paul (9). 


(6) EceJ h^. Lx. e i’ Vtd & Mills in Lultt. 1 (7) DeCbrift e 4. 

0 ) Ap hnjtb. uhi fup a, I lu. e. 39. (9} A 3 i ix. 10, Cf Jep 

filled 
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filled with admiration, and told thofe chiefs, that they never 
heaid a man fpeak like him u (U). 


® John vii. 

(U) On the la ft day of the 
feall, m which they ufed the 
ceiemony of drawing witer, and 
bringing ot wood into thetemple, 
Jelus took occ fion to entertain 
his aud ence with a di courfe on 
thole 1 viiig witcr , whicn were 
to be imp ited to thoft wno be 
lieied in him, alluding, as the 
evang I ft obit ro thole gif ta 
ard graces of tnt Ho’y Spirit, 
wliicH were ihortly aftei to be 
p ured on his cnurch I hi 1 ill 
Ip ech ca fed a ficfh d v*fion a 
mong th(m, hmu b litving thii 
none hut the Mcftiah could (a 
prcl liimh U in th ii e i ilted in tn 
ncr, otlnr obic^ting his beii g 
an oMcurc Galil * ai , whtr< as the 
Moftiih wi, they rightly li*d, 
to be boi n in U tf lei etn , for fo 
lie wa , rhou^ ) ti knew ^ i ot 
Bat the pi anfet^ more exifpe 
latcd than tit reft, to bt u fuck 
number'* of the niultituJi, ^nd 
particnl ly the trs ftiit to 
le.ae on him, OwChre th'^nifclvcs 
fo openly for lj»»n, wc»'e ih ioi d 
cit in tlitir invLcti\c ag inft h in 
and them, aMt^ing, th it rune of 
trur learned ribb es iJ»wi , 
or indeed my but aii accuifli 
jgrorant mob, h d b-^levtd on 
him hito^itvifs, who was 

his difcipk, llio J^ii 1 ''retly, un 
dertook to modciate the -lifFer 
»!*.<, Iv icm*rJ g I'ife hot 

iitidf! , th I., fi Iiwdul 

lot permit tbcM to cordemn n 
Jjim in t* It rain aid inerrntfj 
miiti, id wirhi ut htinng 
what he. had to Uy in his Ov\n 


He 

1 1, Sc feq. 

defence This fpeech galled them 
fo much the more, becaufe, tho* 
they w ere confcious of the charge, 
they dared i ot brirg it to fo fair 
an iftuc 1 hey therefore afjeed 
him in a luinuliuous manner, 
whtthtrhe was a Gahlzan ; and 
bid him go ind learch the Scrip- 
Cujrs, and he would find, that 
th t prov ncc ncvci yet puduced 
a proph t And \et wc have 
fotinuJv fhewn, tu u Jif ‘‘o 

I’i u IV ilal'y acknowik^tU by 
them o havt bttr i prophet, was 
a ri c i e of G 1 / ^ het , a town 
in the ir be ol / th lun i i Gah^ 
he [\ \ ^ i > t at thelc men muft: 
h V been tit er very iguoiant 
or peiv*"rfe to have affirmed luth 
a palpable fillhcod , however, 
the aiicmbly w is broke up for 
that time 7 ) ' 

[efus went that night out ot 
the city, ard retired towards the 
mr lint of Olives , and returned 
ag un earl) in the morning, and 
ticghr m the ircifury ot the 
Un >le, where the fnibes and 
pn irilees biuu^^ht an adultiefs 
bcfuie him, faid to be taken in 
tlie vci Y ‘lit We have fecn in 
former volume, that the Mo^ 
fate 1 i\v condemned fuch offend- 
eis lodrach ( 3 ), and they fulled 
not to remind him of it ; but 
pieitnded to have a defire to 
know wlnt 1 e thought wa*! to 
be done in this cafe, that they 
might find fomearcufcition againft 
him, fuch as either his too great 
Icveritv, if he condemned ; or, 
it nc did not, hi:> coo great induj* 


T ’ /'//f f p '*•'/ n p 14 “ f \] 

1 . 1 w. - 
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He began to tell them, that he was the true light of the 
world, and that thofe who followed him were free from dark- 
nefs». This expreffion cxafperated the pharifees afrefti, who 
thought that title to belong to them alone. They therefore Phariftet 
dcfpifed him, as bearing teftimony of Imnfclf ; but were an- offended at 
fwcred, that they indeed were peculnrly lamed for htmng Cbnft. 
a pompous teftimony to, and complimenting one another ; 
but, as for him, he had the teftimony of Mofes and the pro- 
phets, of y^hn the baptift, and, above all, that of his hea- 
venly Father, of which the flupendous works, which he 
wrought before them, were an undeniable proof. But, added 
he, this will more evidently appear after vc have lifted me up 
on the crois ; tor then lhall my dilciplts find themlelvts truly 
freed from that yoke and thralduni, undci which the reft of 
the world gioans. Here the phanfecs, not pinciving that 
he fpoke of the freedom fioni fin and guilt, told him with 
their wonted aflurance, that tluy being children, 

it was out of his powei to mike them tieer than they were, 
fince they had never been in bondaije to any } but Jvfjs, in- Hlsfc^ere 
ftcad of exploding the falftitoJ, told them, thit it their adhons tep^oof of 
were to determine whofe claKIrcn they were, their pride, 
avarice, perfccuting and murdering fpirit, and their perverfe 
oppofing ot^all laving truths, rather piovtd them the chddien 
of the devil, and the flaves ot fin, than the free born oflspring 
cf a righteous Abtabanu The unable to relcl fo juft 

a tenlure, contented themfelvca with calling him a Saniaiitan^ 
and a d nipniac ; but were anfwertd, that the zeal which he and apolo- 
had conftantlv exprefled foi his Father's honour, and the m \\iCQl> 
with which they had as conftantly oppoled him in it, could 
cafily determine which of the two moft dclerved the appel- 
lative of demoniac. However, he added, turning to hib au- 

gence, and difregard to the ; This unlooked-for anfwcr filled 
or, in either cafe, hi^ alTuining thole holy hypoenteb not only 
a judicial power. Jclus, who with wondej, but with fuch 
eahly perceived their malicious thame and remorfe, thu they 
deiign. Hooped down, and made withdraw thcmfilves one after 
as It he did not hear them ; but another, and left the woman 
was writing fomething with his alure with him Wnen Jefus 
finger on the ground. This made Hood up, and fouivd all her ^ccu- 
them more eaineft to oblige hfin fer^ got e, he dilmilTed her with 
to declare his mind ; upon which th s mild reproof, Go thy way, 
he role up, and told them, that and fin no more ; and then re- ' 
he, who was free from fin, fhould fumed his ditcourfe to his audi- 
caft the firit Itone, and then re- ence (4). 
turned to his former attitude. 


dience. 


f 4 ) J9hn viii. l, 
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dicnce. This I aflure you of, that he who obe}s the divine Uw 
which 1 am preaching unto you, (hall never die. ThK doubts 
ful exprc/lion raiftd n^w argument^ as wtll as new in- 
ve£lives fioin the carnil feivs^ vvhirh, on this and feme other 
occafions (hil^ for brevity, omit; tho’ they rofe to fucli 
an haght, thit they atfcmpicd h vcral times to ftone him ; 
but he as nlun miiaculoufly conveyed himfelf away from 
them (W). 

Enfer- In his V v to Gtjl /ua he (lopped at a ccitain fimll village 
tmnedhy rdleJ Bith /?), hriiitt on the liithcfl part of the mount of 
Maltha where he ui ciitLitaiiKd by Lazajus and his two 

andMaty 1 hch, up mi hi mu il, were \ ei v difttrcntly cm- 

plo' cd ; in prtpinn*^ in cleg in t fuippei , and Mary^ 

in lifleniii’^ t Jfhis , t(tr to his luivenlv difeoirfc. Mattha^ 
ve\eJ to f c ntr fiiLi ^nny leave the whole caie of the 
entertainment ti hr, went and comphined of it before 
him , and le t vc 1 lb s ft\e*c rtbnLe fiom mouth ; 

Tint (lie incLiinlMi d tiLif ll tv mueli ihout the trifling affiirs 
of a flipper, wh Ifl her uifer iif^^r was m nJmg the one thing 
nec^fi 1 , thee i**ctins of ..n t her and v b tt i life 
Reaches in Betha>y he pjoce^ded to GuLhe^ where he went 

Galilee, ^boot trishmo, in every fvnigoc^'ic, and other convenient 
places, mftiu< 5 ling his f dloweib with miny cxetlleiU parables. 


John via 12, feq 30, ^ fcq. Luke x '7, ad fin. 


(W) Upon his depirtuic fjom 
the city, the f evenly diJciples 
rejoired him , ind with no fmill 
joy acquainted Jiini with thui 
fuccefs, and that the \eiy devih 
became fubjed unto them Jelus, 
though pleafed with the ap- 
proaciiing downfal of Satan's 
power, yet obieiving that hu 
diftiplcb feemed to exprefs too 
great a fatisfadion at their mii i 
cu^ous pov\ei, bid them iat*er 
rcjoicc at their having thtir i amcb 
wiitten in heaven Whillthcwas 
giving them feme fuithcr di c- 
dions for ihcir r'ghtly difpenfing 
of thefe new gift , a certain do- 
dor of the law afeed him, what 
he muftdo to be faved ? Jefus 
referred him to the Mo/atc law, 
the fum and fubilance of which 


confided in loving God above all 
things, and our neighbour as 
one’s fcif But, as the mrrow- 
mino^^d /ifTLf fcircely accounred 
any but tJi ale of tneir nation and 
led for their nc ghbour, the law- 
jer afkcd him furthes whom he 
ought to look up n as fuch. 
Upon wh ch Jtfus put fjith that 
mod excellent paiable of the 
j'l I.V that fell imong thitve ;a‘nd, 
after basing bet*n ovu looked and 
n«.g!edcd by the prieft and levite, 
vvis It length happdy relieved by 
the charitable barnantan, hiom 
which he concluded, that our 
duty to oui n**ighbour was not 
conhned to fed, nation, or any 
other circumfhnce, but extended 
to all mankind. 


and 
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and ftill confirming all with fomc new miracles y. Among the Heals em 
lafi, be wrought one on the fabbath-day, in (ome JtwiJhitiddetre^ 
^nagogue, on a poor decrepit woman , whom old age and^^V. 
iickncfs had fo bowed down, that file had not been able to 
taife hcrfelf up during the fpace of e ^ :cen years. Jefus, 
moved with her mifery, called her to him . and, having laid 
his hands on her, pronounced her free from her infirmity, not 
without incurring the pharifai : indignation and refentment ; 
but Jefus retorted their reproofs with fuch powerful arguments, , 

and familiar parables, as did at lead filence them, though alt 
was too little to coinince them, that doing inch good deeds 
was the proper work of that d^y. The lollowing is a very 
piegnant inftance of it. 

JhSVSy alter Jicfjucnt peiagratlons thioiieh Galik? and 
W'ab comt tt> the 'e?ft of the dedication of the tem- 
ple, inlHcuted by Juda^ j\LcLtJba:2Js^ and mentioned in a for- 
mer fcdlion Hl CiHRt d >n a fabbith-day to meet m the 
ftrecl a man that brrn blind, concerning whom his difci- 
pies afked him, wi the fins ot his parents, oi his own, 
had brought that calamity up m him. anfuered, that 

neither his own nor lus t >rclathers fins were the caufe of his 
bliiidne/sj but that Goi' i ffVied fuch things to happen for 
the gieater m mnefiation i>i his unlimited power, addinjs that 
he was chufl^ come to make a fuller dilpl ly of it. Hax ing 
tj|us fa»cJ, lie fpii upon the ground, ?nJ anointed the blind 
man’s eyes wuh the modiened earth, and b* I him go and 
willi hirnfelf in pool IL cud fo, aid obtained 

fight, to the no fmjll .^dmiratun of all that faw him, vi\\o h,nrt that 
could hardly p i hi ide th inU 1\ c ^ thu he was tiic fame perfon, as lorn 
till he afl'uud ihvm ot it. The n^w^ ol th»s wimderf’d 
Were foon hroiij'ht to the fanh^-c i.n, whither the man was ulfo 
brought, and c ircfully examined , but, upon his acquainting 
them With the circumitance of jTjs’s anointing his eyes witii 
the clay nude with Ins Ipittle, a pi-'al diflenfiun arole among 
them ; one fide afiiiiiiing this .tilioii to b* a hi each ot the 
labbath, and the other afkuig t'lcni, how ih y could fuppofe 
it poiliblc for a finner and fibbath buaker to woik fuch an 
extraordinary miracle. To be tiicrefore fiiisficd of the truth 
of the fafl, they ordered his parents to be brviught before 
them, who, upon examination, owned the m^n to be their 
fon, and to have been born'blind ; but pretended to be igno- 
rant how he had recovered his fight. Up m their receiving 
this further evidence, they called the young man in again, and 
bid him aferibe the glory of his cure to God alone ; for, as to 
the man, who had wrought it, they knew him to be a finner, 

^ Luke cap. xi. &xii. pafT. > Seep. 284, & (H). 

anJ 
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and a cheat. After feveral other inquiries, in which they be- 
trayed the moil unaccountable partiality, and invete]:ate ran- 
cour againft his divine phyfician, the young man at length took 
the liberty to plead in his defence ; and to remind them, that 
llnce the creation of the world no iuch cure had ever bten 
wrought on a man born blind ; and that it was confcquently 
not only above the power ot fuch an h itcful finner, as they re- 
prtfented him (fince allfuth ate in the higheft deteftation with 
G)d), but even ai ove the power of any but a true prophet 
i nt from above. One might have hoped, that fuch ftioiig 
rcafoning might have made foine better impreilion on the 
fan- phanfees ; but they were rather the more exafperated to hear 
hfdfin themf'lves fo juftly reproved by a min whom they accounted 
CO idem, t altogether born in lin ; and, after a fevere and contemptuous 
kim rebuke, oHl».rc J him to be iiiiiud out of the aflembly^ (X). 
Yeir of We pifs n w t > the fourth and Lift year of his public mi- 
Chnil j^4 iiiftrv, an c, >ch ft II (/the moft fiirprifing and fignal events 
t.ii^ ever the worM btlicld , the redemption of mankind by 
the blood of the i'on of God ; his ufurreftion, afccnfion, 
year o/ of tic Holy Sfiiiit, miraculous change wrought on 

^ ^ tue apoJlL'S ^'’d firtt preachers of Chnfliaiiity ; the church of 
m.ntjti) (jj-jrift plmttd bv the powu.rful picachmgof a few plain and 
ilbtciate fi L« r.nen, confirmed by great and glorious miiacles 

* John IX per tot. 

i^X) jef r fo ,n 1 Lim foon after himfelf to be the true Shepherd, 
in the temple, gave him .i more bcuiulc he came to give his life 
gracious reception, and then tuin- loi his fheep, and to procure 
mg to the audience, took occa- them wholfomc and lairing pa- 
iion, from the Ute p^iu d beha- iliiie lie concluded with telling 
\iourofthe fanhednn, toexchini them, that he had other fheep, 
againft thoic fallc and pcinicious than thofe of the Jeivtjh kind, 
teachers who climbed up into to br rg into his fold, which 
die ihcep-fold by private and would pi ove more tractable, and 
unlawful ways like thieves and obedient to his voice, intimating 
robbers, orU to kill and dcltroy theicby the converfion of the 
the fheep, that othcis, who heathen world 
were only Jiirclings, and had This difcourfe had likewife d 
neither property 111, nor true con- d ftercut efT on his audience, 
cern for iheiV floe s, minded fqmc calling him a demoniac^ 
nothing but their flccc s and their and blaming the reft for lifleni/t^ 
milk , fo that, when they faw to nun ; utuers afking, when 
thim in danger from r venous they had ever known a demoniac 
beafts, they left them to become utter fuch excellent truths, or 
a prey, inftead of protecting and open the eyes of a man bom 
defending them. Hencehe proved blind (5). 

(S) 3t. paff. 
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wrought 



C. Xr. 3^ the Jewj. S7f 

Wrought by them, by mmv fapernatural gifts beflowed on 
them, and by them on the nttk believers and preachers, and in 
a little time cemented by the blood of innumerable martyrs, 
and fouhded on fo firm and immoveable a rock, that neither 
the powers of earth or hell have fince be/ .1 able to defiroy it. 

« We ihall omit a great numbfer of bis excellent fermons, para* 
bles, ftrenuous flruggles with the incredulous yews, and fre* 
quent perfecutions from thephanfees and fadducces, hat efpe*^ 
cially a much greater number and variety of miracles which Ite 
wrought within this fhorc interval, to come to that celebrated 
one, which determined the fanhedrin at length at any rate to 
put him to death. We mean the raifingof his friend Laza- 
rus from death to life, after Ke had been four days buried, and 
in the prefence of a great multitude of confiderable ynus^ 
who, by reafon of the nearnefs of Bethany to yerufalem^ were 
come thither from that metropolis, and were eye-wltneflcs of 
this ftupendous fad. 

Jesus had defignedly conveyed himfelf away at fome di- Heraptn 
fiance from him, during the time of his ficknefs \ and bad at Lazarus 
laft acquainted his difciplcs with his death, adding to it, 
he would now go and raife him up to life. Upon his approach* 
ing to Bethany^ Martha^ who was informed of his coming, 
went to meSc him at fome difiance from the place, and com* 
plained to him with tears, that, if he had been there, her bro- 
ther would not have died. Jefus comforted her with the pro- 
mife of his nfing again ; but ihc, underfianding it of the lafi 
refurredion, earneitly intreated him, that he would now ufe 
Iiis never-failing intercelEon with God to have him reftored 
to life. Having obtained a gracious promife ifom him, (he 
went in haftc to call her filler, who came accordingly, accom- 
panied with a great number of yruts^ who were come to com- 
feire her, and, by her hally departure, fuppofed that Ibe was 
going 10 vent her tears at her brother’s grave. As foon as 
file came in fight of Jefus, Ibe fell on her knees, and ex- 
prelled her grief in fuch a pathetic manner^ as drew fomefighs 
ahd tears from him, as well as from the reft of the by-ftanders. 

At Ichgth, feeing frelh multitudes coming towards him, he 
id^red the two fifters to conduct him to the grave, the fight 
of which drew a frelh fhower of tears from him ^ infomuch 
that die wondered, that he, who could give ISight to a man 
born blind, ihould not interpofe the fame miraculous power 
twhave faved fo dear a friend from death. Whilft they held 
tbisdireourfe, Jefus ordered the grave-ftone to be removed, ac 
which Martha cried out. Lord, by this titne hr Jiinktth, But 
^ he^ after a gentle reproof for fuffering her faith to fed fo foon^ 
and addreffing himfelf to Heaven in a pathetic prayer, called out^ 
X«azaru 9 , come forth. Upon which, he that was dead, came 
VoL* P p oaty 
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out» bound, as ho was, in his funeral « (Y) ; from which 

be was at Jefus^s deflre immediately, loofed 

It is eafy to imagine either the joy of the two lifters, or the 
forprize of the reft of the JewSy at the light of fo ftupendous 
a miracle ; and indeed it wrought fuch a convi£lion in the 
greateft part of them, that tbey2beg4n now to confels him in 

f ood earneft to be the Meffiafa* And not only thofe who had 
een witnelTes of it, but vaft multitudes of others (who, hear- 


them, came flocking to Bethany to be further 
fatisfied of it), believed alfo in him. The fanhedrin was foot! 
him to with this tranfailion, and were in no fmall concern 

death* 

^ Johnxi. I, &feq. 


(Y) This circumftance, ex- 
|>refly mentioned by the evange- 
lifty renders the miracle ftill more 
authentic and unqueftionable. 
We are told by him in another 
^ace (6), that the cuftom of the 
Jen.vs (thofe at leafl who could 
afford it) was, to embalm the 
dead with an aromatic mixture 
of myrrh, aloes, and ocher gums, 
mixed with fpices, with wliich 
they rubbed their bodies all over, 
more or lefs profufely, according 
CO their circumftances, or regard 
to the dead perlbn ; after which 
they wrapped their heads all over 
with a napkin, and their whole 
body with a fliroud or winding- 
flieet, both which they afterwards 
fwathed as tightly as they could 
with proper bandages (7). 

We formerly obferved alfo, 
that they buried their dead very 
foon (8), feldom or never keep- 
ing them twenty-four hours 
atove-ground. Lazarus there- 
fore, having been dead'four days, 
mull; have lath at leaft three of 
them in his grave, which was a 
cave cut into the rock, and 00* 


rered with a large done ; lb that 
it was impoflible for any cheat 
or impofture to be traafa^d with 
all thofe circumftances, lince if it 
could be even fuppofed, that a 
perfon could live fo many days 
in fuch a damp and airlefs cave ; 
yet the linen fwathed on his face 
and body, and fpread over fuch a 
gummy compoficion, muft have 
fmothered him in lefs than fo 
many hours. * 

This was fo plain and unque- 
ftionable, that neither any Jews 
there prefent, nor even any of the 
fanhedrin, pretended to deny or 
doubt of the fa£l, but rather con- 
demned him upon the notoriety 
of it, and as tending to give rife 
to a new fe£l, whiw woidd en- 
danger their church and ftate. 
Of the fame nature afterwards 
was the apqftie's cure of aa old 
cripple ; whidi, tho* the whole 
fanhedrin own^ and acknow- 
leged it to be a miracle (9}, yet 
they endeavoured by the {ikean- 
jnftifiable means to fopprefs, and 
upon the fame accoant. 


( 6 ) Jyhndoi* (f) Dt hh wd Jo* Nkdot fipuft. H4raof. Cal* 

met, dtjkrt, in ted* Lee d<i Mcdtn* forrpm, v. c, li, Lamj apfdrai* 

& oU {ypVid, fup, W. jii. f, J71, ^ net* (9) Vid* 

14 / V/if, fumet^o m. t, 

how 
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hew t» put an effedual il«q>'fo ihh dangeseui incnaie, both of 
his (ante, and of the number of hb difciples. For, as they 
rightly argued, if we let him alone, and fuffer him to work 
fuch fignal miracles, all men will believe on him j the cimfe- 
quence of which tbev feared would be, that the jealous Ro- 
mans watddemt and deflrof both thtir pUtct and nation. At ^ 
length Caiapbas the then high-prieft flood up, and fpake toCaia^iad 
this eifed : You feem to know nothing at all, nor to confi-yfqti&^, 
'der, that it b expedient, that one man fhould die to prevent/;iad^K|f 
the ruin of a nation e ; little thinking that he was 'dhen m-AouUm 
ipired from above, and was delivering the will and decrees of^ 
heaven, that Jefus fhould fuffer death, not for the y«oiiibwr/’Mr 
nation only, but for all the faithful, which were to be gathered 
together in him from the four corners of the earth. For, 
being high-prieft that year, it pleafed God to give him the 
•l^^rit of prophecy,to utter this great and comfortable trutb,aod 
thereby further to manifeft the accomplifhment of the divine 
oracles concerning the Meffiah’s dying for the fins of the 
whrld. His advice was readily embracm, and, after they had 
once refolved on hb death, they were eafily determined to 
cut off Laxarus alfo, the fight of whom daily increafed the 
number of believers. 

But Jefus, who knew hb own appointed time, as well as 
the refult of their laftconfultation, withdrew faimfelf into a fiaiall Jefiu tt* 
•city called Ephraim^ in the neighbourhood of the wildcrnefsD’wiwa* 
of that name and there continued with bis difciples till the 
approaching fisaft of the palTover. He left the place fix days 
before that feaft, to go up to Jerufalem j and took Bfthai^ in Cmes tt 
his way, where Lazarus and hisfiflers entertained him, and hb Bethany.' 
difciples, at a fumptuous fupper j it being a fabbath-nisbt^ at 
which times they kept a more plenteous table. Wfailft ^ey 
were eating, Mary, to fhew her extreme regard to their gueft, Mary 
came and anointed hb feet with a precioas ointment of Tpike-^' 
nard, whofe fragrancy filled the whole houfe. Whilft the®*^* 
difbjples were wondering at her profufenefs, 'Judas^ whom 
we dbfbryed to h>ve been their bag-bearer, could not conceal 
hb indignation at it ; and, afking, why the ointment was not 
rather fold, ^ the money given to the poor,^ the reft nf the 
.iwdve feem^ alfo in fbme mcafure to join with him in it •, 

'taUlJ^u^ had foverely rebjjfked him, and exquAd her generous 
flAiba, tt an anticipation of hb buriahrite j addi|%, that the 

memorial of it fhould be preferved to her Jamoiir, as for a^d 

. • 

' * John xvui. 14, k feq. * Vid. 2 Saw. xviii. 6 , k feq« 

* Conf. Mattb. xevi. 8. Mark xiv. 4. k JObaxii. 4. 
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as long as the preaching of hit gofpel flwuld reach or en« 
dure 

On the very next dap (Y), JefM» knowing his dtne to be 
ChriJI juft St Iiand, marched now boldly towards Jtrufalm^ whilft 
firaitti hit difcipla, to whom be bad more than once or twice fore- 


|eruia< 

Jcni* 


His tri- 


mar eb t9 
that city. 


told all the circumftances of his future fufFerings and death I » 
accompanied him with heavy and trembling hearts. As for 
the traitor Judasy he concaved fuch a grudge againft him at 
the laft night’s action, that he refolved to betray him into the 
bands his enemies upon the very firft opportunity. When 
they were come to Betbphage upon mount Olivtty within a 
fmall mile of Jifufalmy Jefus direSed two of bis difciples to 
a place where two roads mety and bid them bring from thence 
a fhe-afsi with a young colt by her, that had never been 
backed ; and, if the owners afked them any queftions, they 
fliouM only anfwer, that the Lord had occaflon for them, 
and they would readily permit them to be brought to him. 
They brought theafs and colt accordingly ; and, having fpread 
a garment upon the latter, fet Jefus on it, and accompanW 
him Co Jerufalenty in a kind of triumph, attended by great 
multitudes $ fome of whom, going before, flrcwed the way 
with their garments, and green boughs, crving out Hofctn- 
nah (Z) ; hUJfid is the fin ^ David, and bleffed is Ithe Ktng of 
Ifrael, who cometh in the name of the Lord (A}. 

Jesu- 


f J<An xii. 7, Sc ftq. * Vid. Matth. xx. 17, Se feq. 

Markx. 31, Seftq, Lake xviii. 31. 


(Y) This happened in this year 
on the tenth day of the month 
Hi/an, anfwering to the twenty- 
ninth of our March; and was the 
day on which the paflover Iamb 
was taken up and prefented at 
Jtrufalem (i). 

(Z) Or rather, according to 
the Hebrew, Hojhah^na, Sofoe, 
•we fray ; (b that this was a kind 
of prayer or bluffing uied by the 
^ews, and taken from the hun- 
drad Sind eighteenth plalm (2},aixl 
i^ified,^ freferoe, ai^ fra- 
jfer, LQtT>,thitSonof'Qw)A\ 


(A) Thus was that famous 
prophecy of Zachary fulfilled; 
Fear not, 0 daughter of Sion ; 
behold f thy Ksng cmetb to thee, 
jnf, humble, meek, and ndiug^ 

on the foie of an aft (3). The 
malcitudes (till increafingu they 
went on, the pharifees, who 
beheld the fight, and heard (hcife 
acclamatioDs with nofmall indi^g- 
nation, drew nearer to him, nxsi 
eaaneftly defired hinr, that fie 
would command at 1^ his dif- 
ciplcs, if not the whole crOail, 
to be filenc. Bot Jefus rather 


ill. f. 27, (iO /*»• 9« kfoiah Ixii. 


41 } Ufftr, & Eehard, uSi/vf, 
Mioitk, ToU If ^ J^i 


EtevoL iii. p. so, & fey, 
(j) Coofi Zaeb, i| 
I, ^ fit* HoftK 
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Jssvs repaired immediately to the tefiq>Ie, and, as he had Mond^ 
formerly done, expelled all the mer^ttle brood from that 
facred place, and convinced them of his authorl^ in fo 
by working foveral cures chare on the fick, lamct and blind, 
whilft the wondering multitude continued their loud acclama'* 
cions of Hcfannah to th fin of David ! to the great fcandai 
of the pharifees, who did all they could to filence them. But 
Jefus, who knew the main fpring of all their pretended zeal, Cbrijifi 
not only flopped their invcAives, by reminding them of that lences 
prophecy out of the pfalmift ; Out of the mouth of hobos and phot 
fueklings thou hajl perfiHed pratfi ^ 5 but cxpofed their malice 
and obftinacy by fuch ftrong argumentsi and pungent parables, 

I* Conf. Pf. vHi. a. arMatth. xxi. 16. 


chofe to filence their own envy, 
by afianng them, that, if thole 
Ihould hold their peace, the very 
floaes would cry out, and pro- 
dahn the divine author of fo 
many glorious miracles. But he 
took a much more effectual me- 
thod to fapgrefs the pomp and 
noife of that mock-triumph, as 
well as the Ho/annahs of the mul- 
litude, which he but too well 
knew would in a few days be 
changed into the blafphemous cry 
of, jfwajf huith him, crucify him. 
For, as he drew nearer to ftru- 
faUm^ Che fight of that rebellious 
and unhappy metropolis having 
revived in his mind the more 
dreadful profpeft of that apr 
preaching ruin, which was now 
haftening upon st, and which 
be himlelf had more than once 
foretold to his difciples, it was 
then Of prefer time to damp their 
ttotimew joys, by reminding 
^em of it I and hereic was that 
t 4 ft,di(mal feene, having quite 
him of hb anger tind 
fitment, made him break out 
iyaipche flowing compafiionate 
expoflulation, mixed with a flood 
qf tears : Oh that thou hadfl; but 


known, at leafi in thefe thy kt* 
ter days, the things that would 
have conduced to pcace^ but 
now are they hidden from thee s 
and now the fad appointed time 
draws near, when the enemy 
IhaJI furround thee with trenches, 
and indofe thee on every fide, 
butcher thy dnldren wifliin thy 
bofom, and level thee with the 
ground, fo that not a ftone (hall be 
left Handing upon another, becaufe 
thou woutdll not know the time 
of thy vifitation ( 4 ). The peo- 
ple, however, more full of the 
prefent triumph, than mindful of 
his diftant tbreatenings, went and 
entered the city with their ufui I 
acclamations, and drew fuch a 
vail concourfe after them, to 
know who this prophet wab for 
whom they made all this bullle, 
chat the whole city was in an up- 
roar ; and well it might, when 
they heard them fay, that it was 
Jefus of Nazarefhf thepromifed 
Me£ah ; and remembred at the 
fame time what a fevere f^ntence 
the fanhedrin had pafledtiot only 
againll him, but on every one who 
ihould acknowlege him to be the 
Chrift 


(4-1 C9ifi hukt xi'x* 37 , aifc tSj S 
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gli ; aitv 

that would doubtids hate laid hold on bim^ bad not the * 
fight df fo great a nidtittide oirmwed them >. T&ere were 
at this time a Utimb^ of Ornks who were come to the 
fe8ft» and exprefled a defiie tdfee inm. Jefus readiljr eaufed 
Smt them to be called in ; ^and» to take off the fcanda] of the 
Greek crofi, by which he was going to procure the Iklvation of both 
f^ofefytis yetoi and GtnilliS^ he entemined them with a difcoiirfe on 
^nifoduced^\^ fufferidgs, and clofed it with affuring his audience, that 
49 thofe only, who, after his example, were ready to lay down 
their lives for the fake of heaven, would be intitled to it. 
Rcfle£ling next on the glory which God would receive from 
his death, he broke out into this ejaculation, Father^ 
jtvoke thy name ; and was anfwered by a voice from heaven, I have 
%9ard heih glerified and will glorify it again. This was probably 
frmhea^ meant of the plentiful effuhon of the Holy Ghoft, and 
that converfion of the Gentile world, which was Ibortly to 
follow his death ; but the people, not rightly attending to it, 
miftook the voice, fbme for that of an angel, fpeaking to 
him, fomc for what they called the bath-col (C}, and otUfo 

for 


* Matth. ibid. 24, ad fin. 


(B) Thcfe were properly nci- They arc, however, divided in 

ihcr Jews nor Genhles^ but what their notions concerning this laft, 
the former called profelyces of having no other guide to go by 
the gate, of whom we have fpo-> than their pretended tradition, 
ken more fully in a former vo- which they make no difficulty to 
lume (5!^ underiland as it beft ferves their 

(C) This word, which lite- turn. Whilft therefore (bme pic- 

rally fignifies the daughter voice, tended, that it was a plain, loud, 
or ^ughter of the voice, is what and articulate voice, fuch as was 
the 7 ^^ young Samuel (6)1 

gift of prophecy, after this laft others looked upon it as a 
had been extin^ in Zeebary and kind of foft whiiper, and others 
Malachh^ht laft of the prophets, again as a kind of internal voice 
For though they allow, that ft- fpeaking to th^ heart of theper« 
veral eminent men among them ion. 

have been fince endowed with it. Whether there is any fbunda* 
fuch as we have feen fome of the tion for the two former, is hard 
ollenians ; yet they looked upon to affirm upon fo tottering a tefti^ 
them in an inferior view to the mony as ^ tabbies, who all 
former, who received theirs by owq they lived long after i| 
lmmediateinfpiration,Wi4ilftchefe had in fbme meafure ceafed to bn 
had it chiefly by the help of the fo common. Of this na^jire was 
bath-eel, that which is affirmed to have 


( 6 ) t Sum, iu. 4^ er 


been 
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for a dip of thunder ; till be alTured the^ tfaat it was a jreal 
voice fsnt from heaven, not for hut » an4 to 

warn them to make a right ufc of that light, ^^refragable 
evidence, which he bad afioiibd them, left they mould bring 
upon cbemfelves a judicial blindnefs. For, addra be, when 1 
am once lifted up, alluding to his death upon the crofs, 1 
lhall draw all men unto me*, intbiaatfng thereby doubtlers,y^/*rr^/jp 
that his laying down bis life in confirmation of bis dofirine,^'^ o^ivn 
joined to all the other evidences that had preceded, and 


* John xil. 20, Ss feq. 


been heard to pronounce rabbi us follow the direAions of the 
happy in the next world, bath-atL they were paifing 
after he had been fent out of this by a fchool in their travel thi-^ 

b/orderof the emperpr i ther, they heard one of the 

and another, which declared two boys reading thefe words out 

famous dodlors, HiUel and Sa- of the book of Samjtili And 

fearA to be worthy to receive the Samhel died t from which they 

Ho^ Ghofi \ and fome others ** inferred, that the perfon they 

(7) , which, if really heard, might were in feaich after was dead, 

be yet owing to fome juggle of and fo it actually proved ** 

thole who were concerned in it. Two other dolors, going to 
As for the kft, or inward one, fee a friend of theirs, and hear- 
though it were hard to difprove ing a woman fpeak the words, 
gpod men having foch fecret mo- lamp it going out, and her 
tfons or impulfes, yet they may next neighbour anfwer, Maj thi 
be of tOo uncertain a nature to Aun/l ^Ifrael rn^tr git out, took 
be always depended upon. this affo for a warning from the 

But, if we examine the pra- bath-col {9). But the moft fur- 
dtice of the compilers of thf tal- prifing was, that of one rabbi 
mud, or even of thole who lived Aflttr, who had been guilty of fo 
before them, we (hall find them many notorious crimes, that, up- 
Gonfixlting this bath-col in a much on his being led through 1 3 differ- 
diffefent way, and not unlike that ent lynagogues, in each of which 
of the Rotnant in their fortes Hr- they examined the verfc which 
giliana, and other heathenilh the reader^ were then upon, they 
fuperfticious methods ; of which were every one found to be read- 
the two or three following, taken ing agrievous fentcnceagainflhim, 
out of the talmud (8}, willbea fuch as inone the words, Tl&err/Vffe 
fufficietit proof. Rabbi fo- peace to the •wicked ; in anotherg 
** chanan and rabbi Simeon, defi- thofe of the pfalmifl;. Unto the 

rous of feeing the face of rabbi wicked Gcd flyt. What haft 
^ ftanU^l, a prince among the thou to do to preach my laws 
^ doQors, faid. Let and fo of tb« reft (t). 

( 7 ) Dtf his Vfdk Bafnag, dtt Juifs, Uh. lii. ch^ 5* {eft 8 , ftT fff* 

(8) Treffat, SbabhotL Jot 8. cd. 3* See Brut. tonnt3* Jitk an, e, 29. 

(9) Otba, btfl, Miflm ap, Bjfnai, ubi frpra, feBt (i) Uvfiirg, 

effcerpt, gemar, CB Bofnag, uit p<pfa» 
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ta Aiww it„ and tQ|lJin, atceVenqy 4)S J[|is ,prec«pt» ^ ren 
vraiw* would be (jimacnt ^odratf ail ^ere and yreU-dif'' 
pofed perfc^jto h& ftofpdl and fdigion* 

Tuts hSvenly diicoui;|^ mad||la de«p impraffiaa on many 
of bis audience, and, amoogH^em, on fomeof tbeircbim 
rulers, who yet did not dare own tbemfelves his converts, 
fat fear of being thru^ of die fynagogue. When the 
evening came, JeAis, to avidd the croud, withdrew hiinfelf 
and his difciples for that night to Bttheny ; and on the next 
Curfii th$ morning tbw returned to jerufalem. In his way he obferv^ 
fndtUfi a fig-tree afar off, full of leaves indeed t but, upon his 'ap- 
proaching nearer it, as expe^ing to have found feme fruit upon 
it, accoraing to the feafon of the year (D), and finding h^m** 
(elf difappointed, he curfed the tree ; upon which it prefently 
Tuefday. withered down to the very root. On the next morning, 
which was the Tuefday ^ Peur^ cafting bis eye upon it as they 

(D) It is ((range, that all ver- they would have found, that, 
fions, except the ^axan one, have without any violence to thp^r* 
made St. Mark there fay, that mer, the latter (bould have Wen 
the time of the figs was not yet rendered, for wbon he ovat, ih0 
come ; when the very time of time ef the figs was come^ or it 
ytViT^ the warmnefs of the cli- was the time of the figs there, 
mate there, as well as the tenor This verfion will hkewife juC* 
of the ilory, the defign and juf* ti^ the a£(, fince it could be no 
tice of the curfe pronounced by injufiice to the owner to rid hli 
the Judge of all the earth, all ground of a plant which fucked 
(hew, that the time of the figs its nouriihjnent from it, with* 
was come (2). out making any return to him % 

The defign of this fentence on and here wc beg leave tn obierve, 
a fruitlefs tree, like chat other, that, except this withering of the 
Cut it down ; why cumheretb it fig-tree, and that of fending the 
the ground F was to ihew the fwine into the lake, of which w^ 
Jews what they muft exj^d to have fpoken in another note, all 
be their lot, if, after having re* the otbermiracles were of thebe* 
oeived fo many incentives to re* neficent and merciful kmd ; IbthaC 
pentascc, efpecially of late from to complain of two njiracles of 
the preaching of the b^pdfi, of fcverejuiiice, if they were really 
Chrifi's apoftlcs and his own, they filch, agatnfi him, who,(ctt^afiiws 
condnued (till like this fig-tree, hieabtolute power," has given ua* 
barren and fraidefi. This (hould fo many thoufands of goodne^' 
therefore have made the inte^re* and merqr, argues a mind (b ex? 
ters fee, that there wasr either trediely perverfe and ungraceful, 
(bmc error crept into thelcext, or as ought to make them w, left, 
a manifefi one in the verfion; fomething Worfe (hduld 
and, upon due confideration, them. 

(&} fieittf, in he, la Seen, ejfay^ part ii. e, 6, 

went 



p3ll; ' s^, 

went y^fokm^ tottM npt forbear' w|^ at the fiid: 
dennert of the ehaoge ; ^fon wt^ch CMII took^cahoti 19 
aflure chetp^ chat» if tbfy had but a fledfaft fimiF in Gon, 
they might Worhn^nch great^ wpodeis than thirs which they 
did accordingly, when their foith was foon after Co miracu- 
fouQy ftrengthracd hy the fopematyral efl^ion of the Holy 
Ghoft upon them. Jefus was l^cely got to the temple 
again, before the fcriWs and phariMs began to infift upon hia 
giving thecp fome frefo proofs of his miifion and authority ; and 
were referred to the teflimony of y^hn the bapttft, which thejr 
neither cou]d denyiiiwithout danger, nor own without con'* 
demning tbemfelves, and, upon their evafory anfwer to it^ 
pronounced not worthy of any farther proof from him ‘ (E). 

The next that attacked him were the fadducees, armed, aS 
they thought, with fuch a puzzling que|lion againft the re* 
furredion, di al) hi# 4 earning could not elude the force of. It 
was of a woman, who, having been married, according to the 
Mofaic law tb feyen brethren, had died at length without 
hivtnganv children by any of them. Theyafked him there- 
fore, if tnere was any refurre^ion, whofe wife i[he muft be» 
fince they all had her to wife. 

Jesus prefaced bis anfwer to their ftupid queflion with this Sadducees 

excellent onpn 5 Do ye not therefore err, becaufe ye know not theP^^ 

* ience. 

^ Matth. xxl. 23, & feq. Mark xi. 27. & feq. Luke xx. i, 

^ feq. ^ Peut. x^v. « bfark xii. S4. 

(£) It was upon this occafion attempt upon him» to expole him 
t|}ac he tried to awaken them to at leaft to the refentment of the 
aTenle of their obflinacy and dan* civil power. It was with this 
gers, by ieveral familiar, but pun* view that they fent thdr difciples, 
gem pmbles^ fuch as chat of the with fome of the Herodiam^ to 
unjuft and murdering hu(baii4- intangle him with the grand que- 
men; of the wedding-fupper ; ftion about the lawfulnefs of pay- 
and of the ingratitude and inhu- iog tribute to Cuefiir^ of which 
manity of thw that were invited we cook notice in the laft ledlion : 
to it ; and fopic others of the and which being eafily perceived, 
nature. But theft, though Jefus as eafily defeated their ma- 
^efingly enough uxiderftood by licious intent, by calling for a 
that liypoci(;itical tribe, wrought piece of Cafar'% coin, and cx- 
no other effed upon them, thai^ pofing their hypoqrify, in making 
to ftl them upon feekiog for ufc of his money and proteciion, 
fomO mqte elftdlual means to cut and yet refufing to pay tribute tti 
idta olT apd fince thdy found it him, and afiurmmg it incoofiftent 
^gerous, by rcafon of the ad* with thdr dut]^ to Qoo {3),. 
foinog multitude, tomal^n/ 

(i) Afd/rd.uui. 151 tuh ^ Metlu 

Sailtwii^ 



5ts^ m BJhtyitf 

ScripHirlfs^i not the ptkHf^ Ood f imptyiiig iheiMbn tiMkt 
their denial^ ihe rdfuritd^ ptocetded from thdr eitber not 
acknowlergi^ or, if they did, from their aot rMtly coofi** 
dering the fenfr, of the Sdrii^terrea, and the extent m tte divine 
^he future power. f"or, faid he to t^m, Ae ftate of the Mefied after 
fate de- the refurrc<Siion & not fO b<^ea&red by the exigencies of this 
fcrtbed. ]|fe. Here marriage fs^neci|||iry to keep up the race of man- 
kind ; there they will, fike the angels in heaven, be free from 
fuch cainal and Superfluous appetites, where their lifr will be 
wholly rpfritual. He Concluded with proving the truth of 
the refurreAion from that facred book whMl they profefled to 
acknowlege, to wit, the pentateuch, which not only put a 
total end to that difpute, but forced even an approbation from 
the contrary fe£k of the pharifees ^ He next received a lin- 
gular applaufe from one of the feribes, for his excellent anflver 
concerning the grand and chief command ^ the law p ; aft^r 
which he ventured to propofe a queflion to (hem concerning 
Hn que- the Meffiah, namely, Whofefon they thought he was to be. 
ft ton about Tlo which they anfwered with one accord. The fon of Oeu* 
the Chrtft. vij. If io, frid he to them, how came David to call him 
Lord by the Spirit, faying. The Lord Jatd unto my Lord, 
Jit thou on my right hand ? How then think ye he could be at 
once his Lord and his fon (F) ? This laft queftion quite non<«' 

plufed 

^ Matrhj xxii. 23, U Vidi» & pardkl IbiSl^ 

verf. 32, & feq. 

<F) It doth not indeed appear, Chrift the Sob of Goo, that was 
that they had any notion of his to come into the world (5} 
diviiie nature, and therefore However, the fnw have lince 
might be eaflly puzzled to anfwer found out a more elFe^uai 
this queflion ; though it fotms way of evading the force of 
from(oBieexpreflionsinthe|6rpel, this queflion, by affirming, that 
that they had had fome higher Ba^'ddid not there fpeak of the 
idea of him, than that of Jus Mewah, it nevm* being the ca 
being the bare fon of David, flem any-where for the anceftors 
or deliverer of J/raeL Thus to give any of their fueceflbrs 
Nathanae/ibaing convinced of bis the pompoUs title of their lord s 
being the Meffiah, addreiles him but the meaning of David, ac« 
with thefe woods, Rahhi, Thou cording to them, is ^he Loan 
art the Son of God, • W art the (God) faid unto my hri (^hra- 
JSTfo^ of Ifrael (4). Thus Refer, ham), SU thou on my rigbt-baud,, 
and Martha alfo, to name no &c (6}. for Abraham, being (ir^ 
more, affirmed him to be the pbtkfi^Davtditi point of gem>* 

f 4 ) John i 49. (^) Bid, xi. 17, lihttb, xvl (6) Munfik 

wf, Hehr, Matth, not* vh, tn t,np, xxu» 


tore, 



Ct Kll ’ fht Hijhry tf lie Jcwt, 58? 

{Auftd bisurbole audienee^ itifomuch that d|^ never ventured 
to potvtuiy more puzsling queftions to from that 
time ^ (G)r^ ^ 

In the mean time, Ji/tfs knowing his time to be juft at 
hand, and recolleding how oft the twelve had quarreled among 
themielvea about pre^ency, and perhamhad ftarted the fame 
dtipute on this very night ' ; to give meiefore an effedlual 
check to their unreafonable ambition, fo contrary to the fptrit 
of his gofpel, and to leave them a lafting memorial of the 
contrary virtue, inftead of rebuking them as he had done hereT^ 
tofore, he rofe up frem the table ; and, having laid aftde hie 
upper garment, and girded himfelf with a napkin in the guile 
of a waiting^fervant, came with a bafon of waier, and began Wajht 
to wafli their feet, and wipe them with the towel which 
girded hinil PeUr^ however, was fo olTeaded at this condefeen- 
hon, that he could not at firft be prevailed upon to fuffer it: 
whereupon Jefm told him, that, though he could not fee the 
reafon of it now, he fliould be made fenfible of it in time. 

But PiUr^ ftill ftifly perfifting in his refufal, was commanded 
immediately to fubmit, under the penalty of forfeiting all hia 

^ Mat. xxii. 43, & feq, Mark x. 35, Luke, ' Vid. 

Lttkexxii. 

tuiTv might be properly called 
loid by him. 

(G) It was pro^bly on this 
night, that,! being retired with 
his fmall attendance to Bethany^ 
he was there invited l>y Smon^ 
furnamed 7he Leper^ and where 
ik^r^came and anointed his head 
and feet with a freih quantity of 
the fame precious ointment which 
(he had lately beftowed on him 
on the like occafion ; and gave 
a new fubjeft of murmuring, 
not toja^das only, but to the 
reft of the twelve. Jefui cxcufcd 
her a fecond time,as he had done 
b^fe, and perhaps to the fatif- 
fkftton of the reft i but 
who thought it an unreafonable 
pcofuftqp, rofolved that night to 
got an[d betray him to the ^he- 

( 7 ] Mattb^ xx?i. 6 , Mark w# Lake, Me* 


drin (7). However, that be, 
the circumftancea of the two 
adions are fo alike in all parts, 
except the iirft being faid to have 
happened at the houfe of Laxa- 
ruj, and this laft at that of 5 /« 
man ih$ Leper (fo called perhaps, 
becaufe he had been lately cured 
of that diftemper, either by Je- 
fus, or by fome other means), 
that it is not eafy to know whe* 
ther they were really two, or one 
and the fame. We (hould be 
apt to fuppofe the laft, were not 
the generality of oommentathrs 
for the firft. The houfe mieht 
belong to Simony and go by his 
name 1 and Lazarus might be a 
tenant, and the matter of the 
feaft; and fo both evangelifts be 
reconciled. 


right 


rtj^tand tide in ; which terrible threatening friglftedi^ 
him a*- length into a ready conip'unce (H). After JeTusiud 
gone rouna wi.h his humble talk, he refumed hrs upper gar* 
menrt, and addrelTeo himfelf to rhe twelve in wordb to this 
Hhexhor- eiFe£l; : Ye rightly call me Lord and Mbftef 5 for fuch I reallf 
iation am : if then you hanffcen me, for yoir example and encou«' 
from it. ragementy condefeend fo low as to wafli your feet (which 
among the Jews was reckoned the loweft office < a m^n could 
do toanocherj, know and remember, that thofe who pretend 
to be my dilciples, m ill nevi-r think themfelves above per* 
forming the lowcll office of charity to dhe another. It is by 
fuch aSs of mutual and (tncere love, that men will know, and 
^ sicknowlege, you for mine. A new command I leave with 
mtndscba- you, that as 1 have loved you, and did not think my life too 

\oyt alfo love one another, and flop 
at no difficulty or difcouragement, wbdtc the good of your 
felloW‘*creatures, efpectally fellow^chriftians, calls for your 
charitable affiftancc. Upon thefe conditions I leave you my 
peace, fuch a peace as neither the world can beftow on you, 
nor any thing make you capable of tailing the fweet influence 
of, but the divine virtue I am recommending to you 

After thefe and fome other heavenly difeourfes, with 
which he chofe to entertain them during the IhoFi. time be had 
to ftay, that they might make the monger impreffion on 
Deferihes them, he concluded the whole with an elegant and pathcric 
the day of gefcription of the lafl: day, when every man (bould receive the 
judgment, j-c^vard of his deeds done in this life, according as they were 
either good or evil. And, becaufe he knew bow apt men 
were to be more appreheniive of the divine anger for the com^ 


* Johnxiii. 8. ^ Pehopvid. i Sam. xxv. 41. JohR 

ibid. &feq. 


(H) If ever a non compliance 
to a command was juftifiabte, or 
even, we had aimofl; laid* com- 
mendable, it was certainly on 
this occafioD, where it apparently 
flowed from the deepeil regara 
which that apoftle bad of his Ma- 
iler, as well a! from ihe numbleil 
fenfe of his own unwdrthinefs. 
Since, therefore, lefus was fo 
far from admitting it as an ex- 
cufe, that, without giving him 
any further (atisfaflion, he bids 
him to obey, under the moft le* 


vere penalty ; tbk whole dreum- 
fiance feems to be tranfmitted to 
us as a warning, how we make 
our Ihort-fiehtra reafon the Hand- 
ard of our faith or obedieocCi io 
things plainly revoded, or ey- 
preily commanded : finoe Gop 
U not obliged to explain to us, 
nor we Indm capable of oompre^ 
Kending, his ail-wife ends and 
porpofei, whofe ways and rea* 
ibaMoft he allowed to be inff- 
nit^ above our comprehend- 
ons. 


miffioA 



fl^Uton of i 0 irilful crime?, than for the omiflion of fucfh necef- 
tkty dutib, as he had been enfordng, and to find a falvo to 
excufc their ne^ed of them i he chofe to awaken them from 
that fatal fioiibke, by defcribing the general inquiry of that fo 
leoinday^as rucinihg chiefly on thefelaft ; r^at is, whether they 
hadior had not, fed the hungry, cloathdiibhe naked, vilited the 
fick, and the like ; and the retribution of his rewards or pu- 
ntfliinents, as chiefly difpenfed according to their performance 
or iiegleA of thofe elTential duties^. 

Whilst he was inftruding his difclples in thefe and many Wednef* 
othfr excellent truths *, the fanhedrin were holding llieir con- day. 
fultations how to lay hands upon him, at fomc proper (eafon, 
when the multitude were out of the way. As they therefore 
feared doing it during the approaching fefiivai, left they lliould 
caufe fome infurredion among the people, ytidas came to Judas 
their relief, and ofFered to betray him in the nioft private manner trayj htm. 
to them for a certain reward ; which they gladly agreed to, 
and paid out of hand. Ti.e fum covenanted had been long 
foretold by one of the prophets, and wc (hall have occafion 
to fpcak of it in the f-queJ. 

Thurjday being come, in which Jefus was to celebrate his Thurfdayi 
laft and mod fol/mn pa^over, he dueled two of his difclples 
hy a fpecial tfbkon to anhoufe \a yerufalem^ where theylhould 
prepare all things for it j and he followed them thither with 
tha reft of the twelve towards the evening. When they were 
placed on their couches, according to the cufiom of thofe 
countries, he drank a glafe of wine, with which the mafler 
of the family alwivs began the folcinnity of the pafchal lamb ^ 
after which, whilft they were eating, he told them with fome 
concern, that one of them Ihould betray him, pointing to “ 

dar \ that Peter ^ who had alwavs appeared the ni fi zealous, 

Ihould chnee deny him ; and ch.tC the lefi (hould all forfake 
him on that very night ; and Reminded them of fome prophe- 
cies, in which thefe things were written concerning hrm. At 
the conclufson of the fupper, Jefus took the bread, and, hav- 
ing broken and blefied it, difitibuted it among them, faying, 
eat ; thii is mj body^ whUh is given for you : do this in 
tremembrance of me. I'hen taking and bJefiing the cup of wine 
aifo> he faid. Drink ye all of thk } for this is my blood of the 
Hew teftanunt^ which is Jbed for you^ and for mUny^ for the 
rettujion of Jin (I). He ended tius folemn nte with aiTuring 

j[ them, 

j, I 

Matdi. »cvk 31, ad fin, * Johnicir. xr. xvi xvit. pafiT. 

(I) We have contected our- words of this divine ibftitution, 

Selves with repeating .the bare without veatoriog t» give them 
7 , 
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thttn, (h2Lt the traitor’s hand, which vrasAorefy eor*b^y%{m’ 
was juft ready to deliver him up to death » when' aQilmngs tha^ 
were written of his being numbered with the tranfgreiTorS 
Would have their full accomplilbment ^ The whole cere- 
mony was clofed, aa ufual, with a proper hyihn (K) 5 after 
which, Jtfus havrr^again exhorted his difciples to continue 
fiedf.ift in their faith and reliance on him, and recommended 
them <0 the protection and care of his heavenly Father, by a 
iTioft fervent and pathetic prayer, he ordered them to follow 
him over the brook Kedron 

Whilst they were going to the mount of 0 /iw, to a 
Enters the place called Gethfemarte (L), Judas flipped from them, and 
doleful v^ent to the high-prieft’s palace to get a fufficient numter of 

larden. hands to come and fuiprife Jefus in his retirement, Jefus, on 
the other hand, being entered into the garden, where he 
vfually reforted, bid feme of his difciples ftay and watch 
near the entrance of it, whilft he took Peter^ JameSy and 
jehrty farther into the garden ; that, as they had been the 
witnefles of his glorious transfiguration, they might now b6fb 
of his prefent forrows, and dreadful agonies. Having there- 
fore earneftly injoined them to be watchful, he parted from 
them about a ftone’s caft $ where, his huban nature feeling 
the moft violent ftruggles between flefti and fphit at the ap* 
prehenfion of his future fufFerings, he threw bimfelf proftrate 
on his face, and with the utmoft iervency, mixed with the moft 
fubmiffive refignation to the heavenly will, he prayed, that, 
if it were poifible, the dreadful cup might pafs from him* He 

y Matth, xxvi. zo, & ieq. Markxiv. 18, & feq. Lake xxii. 

1, &feq. &<K > Johnxvi, Sexvii. palT. 

any glofs that Ihould feeni to ‘^toclofeall thoreroleiniiities(8). ^ 
lean towards any of thofc various'^ (L) So called probably from 
fyftems which every church and the Hetrew gath- ha^m 

U&. have feverally formed from Jhemn^ the oihprefs. For, as 
them ; and which, being not the mount had its name from 
only endlefs, but out of our pro^ the quanti^ of olive-trees that 
Vince, we gladly forbear entering grew upon it, it is probable, that 
further into. this garden, which was at the 

(K) Or rather What the Jew foot of it, had a prefsin it { and 
calltheW/e 7 ,coDfiftiiigoffixea- ^this recontiles the evangelifts, 
chariftical pfaims, beginning at two of whom mention Only the 
the hundredth and thirteenth, and mount (9), another the garden 
' ending with the hundredth and ft), and the fourth the QtAfi* 
eighteenth, with which they ofed numt^x oil-prefs (z). 

(%) Fid. m rhunl Jud. (9) Untth. xxvi. 30t 

XjKlf xxiu 39, {i) John xviu» i, (s) Mark xiv. 

repeated 
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fymt prayer twice more» but with fuch fervency Hisafi^ 
and rengnation, that the vebeoiency of the ilruggle between andfraycr 
thofe twapaffions, joined to the profpefb of what he was to 
undergo from the malice of men and devils, threw him into 
an agony and bloody fweat» infomuch that there was an angel 
fent on purpofe to comfort and ftrenglljl^ him under it * (M). 

B/ this time the traitor Judas^ at the head of his armed gang, 
was far advanced into the gaiden, whilft the difciples were 
fallen into a found ileep. Jefus therefore, having awakened 
them with the news of his enemies being at hand, went for- 
ward to meet them, whiKt Judasy who led the van, came to 
offer him the treacherous ki(s, which was to be the fignal to 
the reft ; who thereupon furrounded and made fure of him. If Betray^ 
In the interim, Petgr drew his fword, and ftruck off the ear W ap~ 

of one of the high-prieft's fervants | but was feverely rebuked prebendedi 
for it by his Matter, who, by a miraculous touch, healed the 
wounds pci Ton, and then fuffered himfelf to be bound, and 
led away, as a malefaAor, without any other mark of refent- 
vlbent than his obferving to them, that it was now their hour, 
in which the power of darknefs was let loofe againft him. 

When the clcveil heard this faying, they immediately forfook 
him, and fled, aokrding to his prediction (N) , and the foldiers 
• conveyed 

* Lttkexxii. 40, & foq. 

(M) This dreadful Icene mod ieaied their faith in them with 
be conftfled to concain fome my- their lives ; and it is on the fame 
fteries far above our utmoft capa- grounds that they have been con- 
cities t but which we think may veyed to us through a focceflioo 
be much more reafbnably and of near fevenceen centuries ; 
fafely believed on the authoujy and it will be time enough for us 
of the. facred writers, than to give up the one, when infide- 
latter difputed on the account^ lity has overthrown the other, 
the former. The whole otco- Till when, the imperfedi notion 
nomy of man’s redemption is we have of the mutual adlion of 
every-where reprefonted to us as our fouh and bcdleb will be an 
an unfearchable myllery of dx- effedual check how we prefume 
vine wiidom Xkid go^oefs,and as to call in queltion, or to recon- 
she objedlof our Mie^ and not cile thofe oppofite paffions in the 
of oitrcomprokenfian. human to the divine nature of 

For this r^fon therefore it is Qirift. ^ 

that OoD has taken fuch carS to (N) Which be quoted to them 
jeonfirm it to us by the mofttee- out of the prophet (3} $ I 
finable evidence. It was ooiiat fmiu the Shepherd^ and the /hup 
divine authority that the piimi- fiall be fiattered. In the like 
tive Chriflians received them, and manner the whole feene of his 


6 


(3] Zuberiab xjU, 7, 


luSering'i 



sif I^ih 

^ tlieir prifoner firft to Junas^ the UCb high'|M|eft, Itld 

fath«r-ili-Ia«r to Caiaphas, who was now in poffmon of that 
dignity, as we hinted a litde higher out <tf tw hifto- 

rian i>. 

Herb they found, fanhadrin littihg; thop^ af that late 
Ume of tlighti ahd for Jefus to Be bronght before them, 

^>’iedh‘ |,Q ^23 accordingly ; upon which the high'priei^ began to 
feveral qUeftions concerning his doctrine and difciples^ 
jauktdrtn. f{„j either fome Herrfy id the one, or rebellion iii 

the other. Jefus contented Kimfeif with referring hini to tbefe 
laft, whoRl he toM him he had always taught in the moll pub- 
lic manner, and who were therefore fitteft to bear witnels 
againll him, if he had taught them any riling ami6. For thiis 
anfwer, juft and modeft as it was, an olEcer ftruck him b 
violent bk>w on the face ; and Jefus, hiving given hhn a gen- 
tle reproof for his ralhneft, ftoM before them, with aftonifti- 
ing patience, and humble filence, whilft the inftruments of 
the fanhedrin were bufy in feeking out frelh evidence tri pitf 
him to death. After much ado they brought a couple or 
fellows, who depofed, that they had heard hjm brag, that he 
would deftroy the tefople, and rebuild it u^iree days { but 
even their evidence jarring in fome particmlh, as the expref- 
iion of Jefus was figurative, they dar^ not condemn him upon 
it } but were forced to have recourfowto another expedient, 
which vras, to make him turn his own accufer. Caiafbia, 
therefolte, riling up, adjured him by the living Gon^^to an- 
tht high- diredly to the fupreme court, whether he Was tfle Cfarift 
the Son of God, or not (O); and, upon his Veadily an- 
fwering in the affirmative, and adding that they IhouM here- 
after be convinced of it, when they beheld him fitting at the 
r^t hand of power, and comajB in the clouds of heaven, 
he rent his cloaths, which was ^ lawful for an high-^iiaft to 

Antiq. 1. xviii. c. 3. Vid. k Lukexrii. p4. Match; xxii. 57. 
Johnxviii. 12, &feq. 

fuSermgsismoftlivelilyde&ribed (O) Nothing could be mofo 
by aaomer prophet (4), who is cttnningly excogitated than this 
therefore called evangeUcal, be- qneftion: to which ifbeanfweiud 
caufe his prophecy ftemS rather a in the affirmative^ they wera 
leqearikl of things pafl; than a ready to oondetmi him as a bin- 
prophecy of what was to happen fphemer j and if in tM negative, 
10 many centuries off { as the |p impoftor, and deceiver of 
quel will preftntly flnw. 
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do 9JTd pronounced him guilty of blafphemy. I'hL'Teft ;0f h 
the court* readily joined with him; and, having decl.uedo«i/f;w«- 
him guilty of death, and ordered him to be brought early ecC. 
the next morning to receive his fentence, they left him to the 
mercy of the guard, who made it th^jtiel dlvcrfi tiy of that 
night to ufe him with the vileft indignKfes anfd Hafpheoiiesd. 

W MiL.TT this melancholy fcene was adling, Peter dni Johriy 
the latter of whom was know n to fome of the family, hav- 
ing recovered themfelvcs from their laft fright, had got admit- 
tance into the hall, willing to know hat was lively to be 
determined concerning their Matter. I'lieir couiage however 
was foon cooled again, when they faw what treatment he un- 
derwent fiom an enraged and infulting rabble ; fo that Peter j 
being thrice challenged for one of his difciples, as often ftiijly 
denied it, and, rather than not be believed, bound it the laft 
time with an oath. The cock crowing now the third time, Denied hj 
put him in mind of Jefus^s prediftion ; but that which gave Peter, 
him a moie lively fonfe of his cowardice and perfidy, w'as a 
pitying look which he received at that inttant from his gra- 
cious and forgiving Saviour ; upon which, the tears gufhing 
put of his cycs,‘ he was forced to leave thfc hall, to go and 
hide hi I graf and fhamee. 

hARLY*ihe next morning the chief-priefts and fanhc- Friday ^ 
drin^ being convened at their ufual place, fent for jefus to have 
him further examined, and to pronounce their final fentence 
upon him, in order to have it ratified by the Roman governor 
(r). In the mean time Judas^ being furpnfed at what had 
• patted 

® Vid. Levit. xxi. lo, & alib. ** Matth. xxvi. 57, ad 

fin. Mark xiv. 53, ad fin. Luke & John. Vid. ic Ifai. 1 . 6. 

^ Joho^xviii. 15, & feq. IvA'tth. Luke, &c. 

(P) Not, as fome have ima- the odium of his death, as much 
gined, becaufe the Rotnnns had as polTiblc; upon Piiate, and the 
lomc years ago deprived tnat Rez/mm, do if he had c-ndr^mn- 
court of the power of life and cd him for railing fome rebellion 
deftth ; fot we fhall meet with againtt them ; and the other, to 
feveral inftances of the contr^iry make him undeigoa more fevere 
fn the fcquel i in particular chat and ignomuiroua p^niihinenc, and 

the profomartyr Sieplten, wjio fuch an one as they could 
regularly tried, condemned, not inilifh u|^on him by their 
And ftoned, by their fingle own power, becaufe it was not 
thority (j), about a year ilter one of tngfe that were prelcnbed 
But thev feem to have had a by their law; concerning \\h<ch 
double end in It; the one to throw the reader may, if he pJcales, 

(CJ Aeis Ut 8, Cf f*f VII. ^fr rc/. 

as 


VoL. X. 


turn 
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JudaiV palToT 'mthin the fanhedrin, was flung with fudi lively re- 
rmorfi, mdrfe, that he came and tlircw the reward of bis treachery 
down before them, owning btmfdf aiie vileft of wretches^ 
for having betrayed an innocent perfon to them ; but they^ 
regardlefs of his forrow and defpair, bid him look to it ; upon 
which he went, and, as moft verfions render it, hanged him- 
felf ^ (Q.)* But tliofe hypoaitical judges were foon aft^r 

taken 


^ Matth. xxvji. 5. 

turn to a former volume (6). So faw through thSir malice .and 
that their pretence of its being injuflice» to condemn him, they 
not lawful for*&em to put any tacked the other of bl.ifphcmy 
man to death, was no i&rchcr to it, and infifted, thaplicirlaw 
true, than in cafes where the made it c<tpital ; but this was 
crime was againft the ftate ; of only added to give more weight 
which the governor was the pro- to their other accufation ; upon 
per judge. But as to blafpbcmy, which they wanted him to he 
or any other againft Che Jeuuijk condemned, as the fequel wiMr 
religion, the inflance above re- ihew. 

laced of St. Stephen, and of St. However, it was neceflary to 
Pauts perfecuting the firft Chri- obferve thefe circumftances thus 
fiians (7), plainly ihews that they far here^ againfl thofe, who, 
made no fcruple to put the guilty from the notion of the whole 
perfon to death without the go- power of life ard death bong 
vernor’s confent. taken away before this time. 

Yet nothing of this was done have inferred that' the feeptre 
without the direAion of Provi- fpoken of by Jac^ >2} was alfb 
dence, fince crucifixion was the departed from Judah : the con- 
death which it had been foretold trary of which^will be feen in 
by David he ihould undergo (8}, its due place, 
and which he himfelf had like- (Q^) The difficulty whjch in- 
wife often hinted, both to the cerpreters have found to reconcile 
apofUes, and to the reft of the what is here faid of his hanging 
Jews (9). Accordingly there* himfelfi with what St. Peter 
fore, the accufation which they fays in another place (3), ^hai 
incented againft him before Pi- he fell headlong^ and hurft afutt'e 
late, was of a civil nature : We der, and his bowels gaped eut^ 
have found, faid they, this tur- has made them fall into ievejral 
bulenC fellow {ailing up feditions, conje^ures, fuch as the breaking 
and forbidding to pa/ tribute to of the rope before he was quite 
Cafar{\)^ dead, and his throwing himleif 

ft is true, indeed, when they down fome precipice, which 
fbund chat this accufation could brought on the lafi; difmal dr** 
not determine that governor, who cumllanoes of his death, and the 

(6) Vd, iu. p, IM, Gf (7/ AShs xzil. 4. xxvf. 10, /<rf, (8) 

xxii. itf. (q) John iu. 14. xU. 32, 23. (i) LuL xxxu. a* {^) Oetu 

aha. 10. & W, jii.p. 317, (G}« {3} ASls h i8, 

Ukes 
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taken with a quite different qualm of confcience, thinking it 
now unlawful to refund thofe thirty pieces of filver into the 
treafury , becaufe it wa^he price of blood, thoueh they made no 
fcruple to take them out of it^ to purchafe chat very blood. 

After fome deliberation, therefore, they agreed to buy a pot- 
ter's field with them, for a burying-place for ilrangers ; and 
in fo doing fulfilled an old propbec) , in which the number of 
pieces, the defign for which they were given, the purchafe 
made with them, and the potter, to whofe fhare they came 
at laft, wem exprefly foretold 6. The^ field was accordingly 
bought foon after the feaft was over, and from thence was 

J ailed in their tongue, Hacceldama^ or the field of hlood^. It 
:ood on the fouth-fide of mount Sion^ within a ftone-caft of 
the pool of Siloam 

As foon as the fanhedrin had ended their procefs againft Jefut 
jefus, he was hurried before the Roman tribunal, and there brought ^ 

* accufed of perverting the people, raifing feditions, fetting up before Pi* 
for a king, and forbidding tribute to be paid to Qafar. They 
#tMrould not however venture into the praetorium, or judgment- 

® Yid. Zech. xi. 12, 13. ** Vid. Matth. ubifupra, vcr. 7^ 

A fcq. Adis i. 1 8. < De hoc vid. vol. ii. p. 449, A not. (M). 


like (4) ; all which is faid with- 
out foundation. 

What the fame apoitle fays a 
little lower/ and which the ver- 
fions have ^iiifrendered, that he 
might go into hi^ own place (5}, 
has led others to look upon his 
fall, burfting, tfr. as a further 
judgment on that unhappy man 
(6), who yet (hewed the moA 
lively tokens of a (inccre repent- 
ance ; to wit, the moft public 
acknowlegemenc of his crime, re- 
llitution of the ill-gotten money, 
reparation to the bell of his 
power to the injured perfon, and 
an open condemnation of their 
unjoA proceedings againA him. 
I*^Qw all thefe difhcuhies mikhc 
be eafily removed, if they had 
rendered the words of St. Mat- 
thew ^ according to LeSeene^ that 


he was fuffocated, namely, with 
grief, fhame, and remorfe, or^ 
which is the fame thing, died of 
a (quinancy occaAonedby it (7). 

His falling on his face, which, 
as the fame critic obferves, is all 
that is implied by what we ren* 
dcr, he fell, and others, he thruA 
himielf headlong, and burA afun- 
der, is, it feems, no more than 
what is common to people in 
that diAe^ipcr ; who fell dowa 
on their feces for want of breathy 
and commonly burA after it (8). 
This fenfe therefore will eafily 
reconale the two facred hiAori- 
ans, without either doing vio- 
lence to the text. Having recourfe 
to improbable conjedures, or in- 
troducing the divine vengeance 
purfuingeven his breathlefs car- 
cafe. 


(4^ Tho^ylaSi* MaldonaU «/. in kc» . (k) A&i i. 25. (6) Vid* 

inf, al, Tayhr's lift of Cbnji, in !ec, E^berd occlif^^b^ Trrme/i. Best am, td uL 
(7) Le Scene's ej/ay, fart ii. r, 7. fe 5 , 3. tund, ^ auB* ek ee atat. 


aq 


ball. 
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hall, for fear of polluting themfilvts, and becoming unfit for 
the approaching folcmnity ; but defired the governor to come 
out t ) them, whiHt they flood in the open place before his 
paldc^’-gate. W hen heard the accufation, and found 

that it wa^ cognizable by himfelf alone, he caiifed Jefus to be 
brought befoie his tribunal, where he afked him, whether he 
Jnfwer to really a king. Jefus readily anfwered him in the affirma- 

A/w. . jjm added at the fame time, that his kingdom 

was not of this world ; for, if it had, his fervants would have 
fought in his defence, and faved him from falling into the 
hands of his perfccufors. This was enough to convince the 
governor of the injufiice of his accufation, which he already 
knew was the efFcd of feme private malice they had agamft 
him However, that he might know fomething more con- 
cerning his imaginary kingdom (for fuch and no other he 
feems to have fuppofed it), he afked him again, Art thou 
really a king ? To which he replied, I am indeed. For this 
caufe was I born, that I might bear witnefs to the truth ; and 
none aie my fubjeife;, but fuch as obey the voice of truth. 
Pilate^ being ftill more out of conceit with this new kind of 
kingdom, contented himfelf with asking, what he meant 
truth j and, without flaying for an anfwer, went out to 
the people, and told them, that he could find no fault in their 
pretended ciiinmal. When rulers heard this, tlicy 

were ftill moie vehement in their accufations. Pilate there- 
fore urged him to give fome kind of anfwer to them j but he, 
w'ho knew how vain it was to attempt it, made then no other 
delcnr e than that of a furprifing and invincible filchce. 

The "Jews took this opportunity to be more vehement in 
their invedives, in order to exafperate the fluftuating go- 
vernor .igainft him, by afl’uring him, that he had fi/led not 
onl\ Jirujdem^ and all Judaa^ but even all his own countiy 
of Galilte^ with his feditious doftrine. As foo^n, tlierclore, 
as Pi tiU heard that he was of that country, and belonged to 
Her cd\ he ordered him to he imm,ediatcly fenl 

to him, in hopes at once to lay an obligation on th-jit tetrarch, 
wifh whom he had been at fume variance, and to throw the 
whole bin den of this intricate and dangerous tryal upen him ; 
he beii.g then come to Jerufalcm to the feaft. Hcrod^vm no 


.*?r t to 

Hcrcd. 


^ Mattli xwii. 18. . 

■V i I 

(R) Ours and fome \erfions according to the /Wr/'rv' idiom, 
make his anfwer fomewhat am- it fhould properly be rendered/ 7 / 
b fiuoui, as if he dared not to 1/ a/ thou Jayeft^ J am indeed « * 
fpeak dut, Thou fayejijt. Or, Thou Kff'g* i 

fayeft that lama King ; whereas, 

Icf^ 
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lefs glad to fee a perfon, of whom he had heard fuch wonders, 
and from whom he expefled to have feen f )me fignai ai ; 
but Jefus, ready and liberal a$ he was of them to the poor and 
afflicted, dtfdained to work them, cither to grati^ the cu- 
riofity of futh a tyrant, or to filencc die mal ce of ins ene- 
mies ; fo that, in fpitc of all th>ir vehement acculati n^, ami Htsinvtn^ 
of Herodh fcornful treatment of him, he would not fo mud cihle fi- 
as vouchfafe him an anfwer to any of his queftions. Hetod^ 
alFronted at his obftinate fileiice, and his own difdppoinMnenf,^^ 
began to treat him as a defpicable perfon, and turred him 
over to his guards, with orders to fend him back to Ptlate ; 
and thefe, after feveral rude indignities, ai raved him in a gor- 
geous robe of mockery, and brought him back to the hall of 
judgment (S). 

As loon, tlierefoie, as Jefus was brought back to him, he 
ctme out to them, and plainly told them, that he ccnild not 
condemn a perlon, in whom, after the ftridKft cx'imination,^l^d'itc. 
he had not been able to find the Icaft capital crime , nor t\tn 
/£ ^ ffd himfelfjwho, tho^ much better acquainted with then 1 1 ws, 
hid fent him back to him abfolved. I will therefore, aided 
he, inflid fome lighter puniliiment on him, and let him go. 

Th's piopofal, inlhacl of mollifying them, made them more 
inlhnt tojiive him crucified. He bethought hnnfclr, at length, 
of another expedient, v;hich he expefled uould have both 
faved him, and allwaged their fury. '\ou know, fan! he to 
*ihcm, that it is a cuftom for your governors to rclcife to you 
lome one criminal on thefe fcftivals, whom you flull name. 

Tell foe^ therefore, fliall I dtlivei >ou this man, or Benahbas^ 
who lies in piilon foi an infurrcdion and murder ? He jadjj d 
indeed, and rcafonably too, that they would not cany their 
rcfentmciit or boldnefs fo tar, as to prefer a itbcl and a mur-» 
derer before an innocent perfon ; and thvTcfore it wj‘ that he 
gave them only the choice of thefe two. But, to his i it Cirabh^s 
iurpriz^, the people, inftigated by the priefts and rulcis, o ^ 
mandccl 'Baralhas to be releafed, and Jeifuo to be ciucifieo, n. * 
fpite of all he could fay in his behalf. 

(S) From this time, however, vvhofe account fhe had been tei- 
Pilate and Herod laid afide all rified with feme areadfu* ('ream 
their refentment, and were per- that night (g). 1 he jwere 
fedly reconciled to each other very obf* i vn g of theie k nds of 
Hot, whiift this was doing,*?/ fuperftirion ; (o that this mi fige 
/et/?8 wife had fent to warn him made him fbll more afraid to 
againft having any hand in con> yield to the preifug initauces of 
4^ning of that juft pcTlon^ on the tamultaous Jtws. 

('9} Mttttb% xxvii. 19. 

Q.S3 
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SiKCBf therefore, he could not work on their reafon and 
confcience, he refolved to try what he coirid do on their 
Jifas pity ; and ordered Jefus to tie fent to the pillar, and to be 
fsourged feverely fcourged (T) ; which was accordingly done, and (as 
and mock- we may fuppofe, from the natural barbarity of the Roman 
id» fbldiers, as well as from the additional indignities which they 

offered to him prefently after) was executed with the utmoft 
feverity. After they had untied him, the whole cohort gather- 
ed about him, threw a ragged purple robe about his mangled 
body, fet a crown of thorns upon his head, and put a reed in 
bis hand ; and, whilll fome b^wed the knee to him in mockery^ 
and faluted him king of the Jeivs^ others buffeted him, fpit 
upon him, and ufed him with the utmoft infulcncc and in- 
humanity. Pilato thought this a proper time to bring him 
forth to them in this fad and deplorable guife, not doubting 
but the fight of fo difmal an objefl would have melted them 
into pity and remorfe. But he little knew the temper of the 
Jetus^ and that the more abjcA and miferable the perfeii ap- 
peared, on whom they had fixed fuch great liopes and ex- 
peAation, the more they would deteft and abhor him. And 
ib he found it happened on thtsoccafion, though to hisS gicateft 
furprize ; and the very people, who but fix days before, fol- 
lowed him with their loud Hofannahs^ could not now behold 
him in that abjed ftate, without crying out with greater ve- 
hemence, Away with him^ crucify hinu Pilate^ furprifed ai;, 
this horrid cruelty, refufed again to comply, alleging that he 
found no fault in him s upon which the priefts and elders^ 


(T) This punifhment was not 
like that ufed among the ftnjos, 
of which we have given an ac- 
count in a former volume (i), 
and did neither exceed forty 
ftripes, nor was reckoned diiho- 
nourable, fince even their mon- 
archs were fubje^ed to it. But, 
among the Romansy it was very 
fevere and ihameful, the perfon 
being (tripped naked, at lead 
down to the girdle, had his hands 
tied to a ring faftened to a done 
pillar, not above a loot and an 
half high, if fo much, fo that his 
body was bent forward almod 
double, which gave fuch an ad- 
vantage to the executioners, that 


the blows came down, as it were, 
with double force. 

This peculiar part of our 
Saviour’s faiFcring is rightly fup- 
pofed to before told by thepfalm- 
id (z), in thefe words ; The 
plwvers plowed upon my hacky and 
made long furrows : as likewile 
that of his being buffeted, and 
fcornfuUy fpit upon, in the halls 
of the high-pried, and of the 
governor, by the prophet Ifaiah 
(3), in thefe terms ; 1 gave my 
back to the fmitersy and my cheeks 
to them that plucked off the hair i 
nett her did 1 hide (or defend) avy 
face from being Jhamefully fpit 

UpOUm 


ft) VoU Hi. p. 130, 


(a) P/. cxxix. 3. 


(3) Ch. I, (y & fef. 
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finding it impollible to get him condemned for fedition, began Accufed^f 
to accufe him of blafphemy : We have a \sLWy faid they to hlafphmy- 
him, which condemns him to death for calling himfelf the 
Son of God. Ac thefe laft words, Pilate^ fiill more terrified^ 
took him again to his tribunal, and asked him feveral qucftions ; 
to which Jefus difdaining to anfwer, Im tried again to provoke 
him to it, by reminding him, that it was in his power t 6 con- 
demn or releafe him. Jefus gave no other anfwer to it, than 
by reminding him in his turn, that all his boafted power came 
to him from above ; and that he fhould therefore be accounta- 
blq^^for his abufe of it, though the greater guilt ihould fall on 
thof^ who had delivered him up unto him. Thefe la(l words 
made fuch an impreffion on the governor, tivjt he went out 
to the people, fully determined, as bethought, at any rate 
to releafe him. But, during this interval, thepriefis and rulers, 
who knew but too well the temper of the Roman prastor, 
bethought themfelves of an expedient which would quickly 
bring him into a compliance ; fo that before he could well 
difeover his refolution to them, they began to cry ^ut with 
one accord, and in a threatening tone. Thou art not Cafar*s 
friend, if thou letteft a man go, who, by afliiming the royal 
title, and forbidding to pay the ufual tiibute, has declared 
himfelf hi^ open enemy* This argument proved more pow- 
erful than all the reft i and Pilate now no longer daring to 
refufe their unjufl demands, for fear of bringing his loyalty to 
^Cafar into queAion, having firft walhed his hands (U) be- 
fore them all, and declared himfelf guiltlefs of the blood of 
that innqcent Perfon, delivered him up to be crucified, and 
releafed the feditious murderer, according to their defire K 

As foon as Pilau had pronounced that moA unjuA fentence 
againA the moA innocent of men, the Rotnan foldiers led him 
back to the hall, where they Aripped him of his mock roy- 
alty, and put on him his own garments ; and, having laid his 
crois on him, they led him with two other criminals out of 

1 Vid. Matth. xxvii, per tot. Mark xv. pafT. Luke xxiif. per 
lot. John xviii, & xix. paiT. 

( U ) This mock ceremony onrighteous fentence ; no, not 
leems to have been a kind of though the impious ^ewe did 
fi>rm ufed by judges in cafes of then pray, tha> the fin and pu- 
this onjuftifiable nature. * £lfe niihment of it might fall on 
PiMe could not but be confeious, them, and their unhappy pofle- 
that all the water of the Tea could rity ( 4 ). 
not waih away the guilt of his 

(4) Man 6, xxv«. 25. 

Q.q 4 the 
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Bears his the city, to a place called in Hebrew^ Galg^tha^ and in Laiin% 
erofs to Calvary^ to be crucified fX). His tender body, quite fpent 

trount with Vk'atching and fufferings, beginning to fink under its 

Calvary, weight, they compelled 2kCyrenean ", nanied 5 /Ww, to 
help to beat his crofs after him. In thb doleful march he 
beheld fome women melting into tears at the fight of his 
deplorable condition ; but it fpems as if the more dreadful 
fate, which waited the unhappy had made him quite 

Propheev infcMfible of his own mifeiy ; for, turning to them with his 
a'i^aujithe ufu.'l compaffion, he bid them rather weep at the moredifmal 
prorpc< 51 : of their future ruin, when their calamities lypuld 
make them wi(Ii their wombs had been barren, and *fteir 
breafts mcapible of yieldijig any nourifhment to a generation, 
whofc infidelity would fliortly render them the fad objeds of 
the divine vengeance, and the fcorn and liatred of the woild». 

It was now about the fixth hour c'f the day, anfwering 
to our mid-day (Y), when they came to the place, 

® De his vid. fup.vol. ii. p. 408, &fcqq. ^ Luke xxiii. 27, 
Sc feq. 


fyi) This mount hath been 
defenbed in a former volume, 
to which we refer (5) ; and (hall 
only add heue, that the Jew 
fuifered no criminals to be pat 
to death in any of their cities, 
much lefs in the metropolis ; and 
thi^ uas done in imitation of 
what had been praftifcd in their 
camps in the wildernefs (6), and 
was typified by the red heifer and 
fcape-goat, of which wc have 
fpoken in a former volume (7) ; 
lo that Chrifi, the grand propi* 
tiatory victim, was led, loadcn 
with the (ins of rpankind (8), to 
be offered up without the gates 
of Jerufplem. 

(Y) The difference between 
St. Marky who calls iC the third 
hour (9;, and the other two evan- 
gelifts, who call it t>e fixth (i). 


IS cafily reconciled by their dif- 
ferent ways of dividing the day, 
namely, either into fvvelve hours, 
beginning at the fun-nfe ( z ), 
which the two laft follow, q’* 
into four parts, called alfo hours ; 
but which they difiinguiQied only 
by three, fix, nine, and twelve j 
and thele were the ufual hours 
to repair to the temple or fyna- 
gogues, {sff. to pray (3) ; and to 
this Idlt way of reckoning the 
former feems to allude, calling it 
the third hour, probably becaufe 
the fixth was not quite begun. 
Perhaps alfo he is there (peaking, 
not of his real crucifixion, but 
of the Je^'s obtaining Ptlate\ 
fentence of it againfi him, which 
was certainly near the third hour, 
or our nine of the clock in the 
morning. 


Vd, n p. 408, Gf (E). ( 6 J Dejbdc^uid. int,al. w/. iii. p, 55, 

(7) Vol. ill. 46, (S S'Mt, p, 53, (Zy (8) Ihid, iff Jin, not, (Z). 
(9; Ch^ XV. 34. (1) Luhnxm. 44. JobmsxTC. 14. (*) Mattb, xxi. 

3^, & /<!?. John xi. 9. (3) Vt Aih iii. 1. x. 9. Do his vtd, Gf Dt»J, tn 

'jc, Oc^dwin, Mofii ^ Aar» /, m,c, i. /#ff, 6^7, fit /Jy. 
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where they offered him fome wine mixed with i^rrh (Z), 
which, when he had tailed, he refufed to drink. l‘hcy then 
Aripped him of his dfeatbs, and, extending his body on the 
crofs, faftened him to it, with nails driven through his hands 
and feet, whilft he was earneftly praying to his Father to 
forgive them a deed which they commuted through ignorance. 

After which they reared up the crofs, and fixed it on the 
ground, fo that his body hanged on four wounds, made on 
the moil tender and fenfibic parts of the body. With him 
they crucified two nialcfadlors (A), one on each fide, accord- 

fit)' This mixture was proba- mucli that one of the laws of 
bly given to intoxicate the fufTcr- the twelve tables forbad their 
ers, that they might be Icfs fen- dead to be waflied or fprinkled 
iibic of their torment ; and Jefus with it. And who can imagine, 
might refufe it upon that very that they would bellow it on 
account, becaufc it became him, fuch ciiininals as they condemned 
who was then going to oifer him- to this kind of death, which was 
ftif a free and voluntary fieri- held in the greatell ignominy and 
fice to God for the fins of men, reproach among them ? 

was to ftiew thorn a pattern It is more likely, that the 
how to bear afflictions with due evangelilt, who wrote in the He- 
rcfignation to the divine will, to brc<w or Syriac, made ufe of the 
avoid a thimg which might too word "ID, mar, wh’ch fignifies 
far difeompofe his thoughts, and bitternefs, or any bitter ingredi- 
ihew tOQ ill a precedent to liis enr, and that his cranflator mif- 
ftllowers. took it for taor^ myrrh ; and 

One of the evangel! its makes thus the two evangclills will be 
this mixture to conhll of myrrh reconciled, and the prophecy ful- 
and wine (4), and another of vi- filled. They ga*ve me gall to eat, 
negar and gall {5 ). Hence fome and, in my thnft, ^vinegar to drink 
fuppofe, that though the former (7). For the whole tenor of this 
was ufually given on fuch occa- pfalm lecms 10 be a continued 
fions, yetche foldicrs, outof fpite prophecy of CliriU’s fufFerings, 
and contempt, gave him the lac as well as of that jad'cial blind- 
jcer, which would have a contrary nefs, ruin, and difpcrli^n, which 
efFcdl. But wc much doubt whe- fell on the impctatent Jewi (8). 
thcr the Romans, naturally de- (A) 'Fhcfe are reafonably fup 
lighting in being cruel to peffons poied to have been two of the 
in mifery, could be capable of gang of thofe free-hooters, whom 
fo much compaffion towards cri- the Jenus called I'D L U*’, liftejjtn, 
piinals. Their barbarous fports and the Romam prtrdones ; fuch 
and fpeflacles argue rather Jthe as, we have obferved in a former 
reverie, fiefides, the winum myr- fettion, ufed to infell thofe coiin- 
rhatum, we are told (6), was tries, and had given IJe^od fo 
highly ^efteemed by them, in(b' much trotd^le to fupprefs them. 

(4; MarkKv, 23, (5) Mat- XXviu 34. (6) FJ, Fhn. /. xiv. c, i;. 

(y) P/. Jxix* 21, (8) Uid, wr, M, ad fin. 
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ing to that oracle, which foretold bis being numbered with 
tranfgrcflbrs ® (B), 

Whilst Jefus was hanging on the crofi, he beheld his 
forrowful virgin mother ftanding by, on whom was now ve- 
jrified the faying of old S/mean^ that a fword fliould pierce 
her very foul ; and with her flood his beloved difciple, with 
Afafy Mcfgdulcn^ and fome other women. The fight of her 
grief, which mult be fuppoled to be beyond expreflion at this 
difmal jundiare, revived his tendernefi for her j fo that, 
being now conic to the laft period of his life, he recommended 
her to tlic care of that favourite difciple, in treating tbfXtl to 

* Conf. Ifai. lili. ulc. & Mark xv. 2$. Luke xxii. 37. xxiii. 33, 


(B) PUute had likewife or- 
dered the title of his accufatioQ 
to be fixed to the crofs ; it was 
written in Hebiewu^ Gnek, and 
Latin^ the three mod known 
tongues at that time, and in thefe 
words ; Jefus of Nazareth, King 
cf the Jews. The chiefs were 
therefore highly affronted at it, 
and came to beg of Filati to 
have it altered, and, infiead of 
calling him King of the 7 ^/, 
to have it inferted that he had 
affumed that title. But he as 
flifHy refufed it, and fent them 
away with this haughty anfwer, 
What I have voritten^ 1 have 
Kvrittea. Here, whilll the Ibl- 
diers, who were fet to watch 
him, fulfilled one prophecy of 
him in the divifion they made 
of his garments, and calling lots 
on his robe, becaufe it was with- 
out Team, and woven from top 
throughout (9) ; the pnefis and 
eldcrb were verifying another, in 
the fcornful taunts and injurious 
refledlions th6y cad upon him in 
the height of his anguifh, and 
dying pangs. He faved others, 
faid they, in a deriding tone ; 
but cannot fare himfelf : he pre- 


tended to truft in God ; let him 
now deliver him, if he had fiich 
delight in him (1). Their ex- 
ample was followed by all the 
multitudes that were gathered ta 
fee the difmal fight. The very 
criminals, who were crucified on 
each fide, could not forbear re- 
viling him, till one of them, 
flung at flafl with fl>me lively re- 
morfe, gave his fellow-fufferer a 
feverc rebuke for his impiety ^ 
and, addreffing himfelf to the 
fuffering Jefus, who was then, 
more than ever, touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities, and 
fympathizing with his torments 
and agonies, in the humbled 
terms confeiTed his own guilt i 
and in that pathetic and glorious 
confeffion he made of him, whilft 
under the fame fhameful fentence 
and punifhment, gave fiich a fig* 
nal inftanceof his faith and piety, 
as no ago of the Chriflian church 
fince that time could ever paral- 
lel ; and for which he received 
this comfortable afliirance, front 
him that had the keys of life 
and death, l^bss day ftealt thou it 
with me in paradift (2). 


(9) Conf. Pf, xKv. tS, & Luki XXiii. 34. John xix. 24. (i) CWi 

/y. xxu. 7, it Sd xxvii. 4 1, (2} LukexTWu 39, 

Ibew 
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ibew to each other from thenceforward the indearing duties of 
mother and Ton ; and from that time yc/j» took her to his own 
houfe P. In the mean time an horrid darkiicfs overfpread the Aftiaiffe 
face of the earth ; the fun hid himfelf, as it were, from fo darknefs^ 
difmal a fight (C) j all the fpeftators wc'<* fcized with a fud- and other 
den terror and amazement. Some retut ned to ytrufaltm^Jigns. 
fmiting their breafts, and proclaiming him a righteous man^ 
whilft the reft, more hardened, fiood m a kind of mournful 
filence, expefiing the event. This unnatural darknefs and 
diforder, which lafled frem rh#* fixth to the ninth hour, that 
IS) fiWI noon to three of the clock after it, was followed by 
a greater, when Jefus, quite fpent with pain and an^uifli^ 
cried out, EUy Eiiy lama Jabachiani (D) ; and, havi:g tailed 

the 

r John xix. 25, & feq. 

(C) This darknefs was the be feen. It has indeed been dlf- 
more miraculous, becaufe it hap- puted, whether this year of 
pened in the time of the oppo- Chrilt's crucifixion anfwered to 
htion of the two luminaries, when that of the 0/> mpiad above- men- 
confequently theie could be no tloned i and what is there of 
eclipfc of the fun. For we have this nature that fome bold critics 
formerly obfeTved, that the paflf- will not difpute ? but we (hall 
over began in the full moon (3} ; refer our readers for a fuller 
bqfides, the total darknefs of the view of the controverly to the 
fun's eclipfes lafted but at moft learned do£lor Danv/on's dilTer- 
twelve or fiiceen minutes ; where- tation on chat fubjedl. Tertul- 
as this is recorded to have lafted in his ufual elegant way, 

three full hours (4). Whether refers the heathens to their pub- 
it reached the whole bemirphere, lie records for this furprifir.g 
or only the land of Judaa^ is phsenomcnon, wherein midnight 
not eafily determined, the antient happened at noon-day (7). And 
fathers being divided about it. Suidas introduces Dionyjtus the 
Origin and fome others confine Areopagite^ then at Heliopolis^ in 
it to the latter (5), whilft others Egypt^ exprefilng himself to his 
(6) extend it over the former, friend Apollophanes concerning 
Thcfe quote the famous aftrono- this unnatural cclipfe ; either 
inerWA*^sj!f, thefreed-manofthe the Author of nature fuffered^ or 
emperor Adrian^ who affirms, n»as fympathizing n;oith the fuf-^ 
that in the fourth year of the ferer. 

ecu. Olympiad^ which is fup- (D) Or, whichf is more pro- 
|»dfed to 1^ that of the deatlvof bablc, repeated the whole twen- 
Chrift, there was fuch a total ty-fecond pfalm, of which thofis 
eclipfe of the fun at noon day, are the title, or firft words, and 
that the ftars were plainly to in which there are the moft lively 

(3) Vid. ii!. /. 20, ^ }eq. (A notes, p, 38, Jeq. (4 Mattb, xxvii. 4,?, 

(%) In Matth ubi fupia, & a hi, (oj Jut, Afruan, up, Syncet. Eujtb, tn 
ehrsnic, Bteron, ^ u/, (7) Apolcg, (, 21, 

ftrokes 
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the mingled vinegar, which was offered to imbitter his laft 
gafp, recommended his Ipirit into the hands of his heaven- 

Jy 

Arokes of all the remarkable of thepialmiA, I never fanjt) ths 
particulars of his paflion; feme righteous forfaken^ &c (3). Our 
of which we have already quoted, commentators might iikewife 
others we have elfewhere ex- have faved themfelves the trouble 
plained in a manner wholly new, of accounting for this feemingly 
and yet fatisfadory , as we have defpairing expoAulation, from the 
found, to many of our readers fuppofition, that the Deity had 
(8). The word ’anpivs;, fa- wholly withdrawn evei^ ipark 
hachtani^ here uied, inftead of of comfort and hope from him, 
the Hehrevj haxahthaniy whilA he was thus undergoing 

Alcws that it was quoted out of the puniihment due to lin ; fome 
the Chaldee paraphrafe, which of whom have carried it to fuch 
was then the moll in ufc, and in an height, as cannot be read 
which alone that word is to be without horror (4). Wherea the 
found (9). So that he feems fuppolition above-mentioned, that 
here to have, as it were, rc- he was then repeating this noble 
minded his heavenly Father, how pfalm, which, after the recapitu- 
he was now fulfilling all thofe lation of his unparalleled fuffer- 
prophecics contained in that ings, concludes with the moft 
piilm, which is a kind of epi* comfortable promifes both to him 
tome or fummary of all the and his follo\vers,«»lhews him to 
other oracles relating to his fuf- have been fo far from either 
ferings and death. In confc< doubt or defpair, that he com- 
quence of which, he was pray- forted himfelf under the terrible 
ing to him, that he would make weight of the former, by the 
good to him, and Co his fpiricual allured profpedl of the latter, 
pollcrity, that is, to his church. And that he really died in this 
all thole gracious promiles which godlike temper of mind, all the 
are contained in the latter part other circumllances of his pallion 
of the fame pfalm, from the and death, as well as his laft 
twenty- fecond verfe to the end. dying ejaculations, and the noble 
'I'he Je^vs therefore, who teftimony which the centurion 
well knew chat there was no gave oi jt, do plainly (hew. 
other way, to quote either a And here we beg leave to 
pfalm, or any ocher fedtion of make one remark more on bifiiop 
ho'y writ, but from the firft Ijare\ metrical verfion, men* 
words of It, as we have elfe- tioned at the beginning of this 
where (hewn (i), might have chapt^ir, wherein that learned 
f.ived their ^.invedlives againft prelate, fpeaking of the pfalm 
Chrift, as if he h d been then are now uppn, thinks to have 

feezed with a kind of defpair (2), found in it fuch difference of 
, and objedling to him the words fl^le, matter, &c, that he cannot 

(«) W. iii. p. <74, /tfA not. (9) Vid. Munft, Pf, xxii. Ko*e (b). Prid. 

eonnefi. p it n. /. viii, Jukan, A. C. 27. (i) Vtd. vd. ni. p, 4, & fef^. (A\ 

.aiu-lf '1 * - ^ tonwent, w Ffal. (3) Pfal. XXXVII. 24, 25 » & 

oLb. ( 4 ; Vid. tnU aL Cohtn. m lot. tS infiitut. 

fotbcaj 
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\y Fachefi and in an agony of prayer yielded up the gboft Ckriji ex- 
(Ej, fireiontht 

Ix croju 

forbear Aippoiing they are two is the true reading, and /ignifies 
different palms, abfurdly tadced like a !.< , as iT the meaning 
together by the and which had been, my hand:* and feet, 
ought to be divided at the ewen- like thofe of a lion (which 
ty'fecond verfe above-mentioned, they were forced to add to mal.e 
where a kind of new theme feems it fenfe), were watched or ob- 
to begin. ferved. And this exchai ge of 

Bat» with due fubmifTion to the latter for the former they 
his lordfhip's gieat judgment, we fcruple not to charge us with, as 
thmk this diflerence of flile, fcf c. done defignedly by the facred 
higbl. confident with the two- hidorian (7). Hut, as our read- 
fold Jefign of It, the one to fore- ing hath been abundantly proved 
tc! the great humiliation of the mod authentic by fo many 
Chrid, and the other to (hew his commentators, and othcii, '»n- 
glonous exaltition immediately tient and modern, we dial! refer 
following It (5). The fubjeft of our readers to them, particularly 
thofe two prophecies being v idly to thofe quoted at the bottom of 
different, it could hardly be othci - the page (8). 
wife, but the dile mud be fo (E) For, immediately upon his 
likewifc. We may add, that expiring, the hume of nature 
the fifty third chapter of Ifaiah^ fell, as it were, into convulfions : 
which runs almod parallel in the earth quaked, the rocks wcic 
hpth thefe cafes, and is allowed cleft afundcr, the graves opened, 
by all Chridians, as it w^as once the dead raifed ; and the veil, 
by the antient 'Je-uost to relate which covered the molt holy 
to the Meljiah (6), might be as place, was *‘cnC in twain from 
properl) divided into two, as this the top to the bottom, uncover- 
pfalm ; which yet never came ing thereby thofe holy myde 4cs 
into any man's liead, on account ot the Mojatc diipcniation, li 
of chat difference, or any other; had now in his death their lull 
no, not even in that of the accomplifhmeni ; in tokm of 

though fo clofcly pinched by it, which he broke out in his ‘ dl 
that they have even ventmed to agonies with thoie lignal\/oids, 
fplit the perfon there fpoken of htsjih*jhed, Heie tuc ccntur.on 
into two. and Jiihdd foldiers, obleiving his 

Before we difmifs this noble meek ard pious exit, and tnc 
pfalm, we (hould take notice of miraculous circumdanccs which 
the difference between our read- attended ft, were diuck with 
ing of the word ’'IJ, earn., they fach admiritmii *yid dread, tbac 
pierced my hands, &c. and tha^ of they confefied him to be the bon 
Ithe preient who write it of God {9). Not fo did the 

, cnare^ which they pretend JenxfJh pneft^ and elders, who 

4 

(s' De J 9rnitd, Phthp, li I (Cfg. (6) Vtd int nl. Ri ntt, diatnh, rlfu. 

Vwi, pi at » net, paff^^ patalielijm trt ke ‘'■J N/v, Tefi. uript, {n) Uid* 
ir\at,auH Ith Nitxaiboiu Jufttn Marl dtuhg. c n* ^ryph, lioWnger 

dftrt, tn ice. C s/met, U jU (9) Matt xwk, 50, GT Jip Mark xv. 39. Luke 
\XMII, 47, fi!f , 

^ » xemained 
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It was now pad: three of the clock, the time in which 
the evening Iamb was daily ofiFered up ; and this was the eve 
of their fabbatl), and of one of their grand feftivals. That the 
jblemnity of it therefore might not be fullied or difturbed by 
the hanging of the three bodies on the crofs they went to 
beg of Pilau^ that he would order their lep to be brokeji9 and 
that they might be taken down, and carried off. This was 
immediately executed on the two criminals ; but when they 
came to Jefus, and found him already dead, they broke not 
his legs \ but one of the foldiers, feemiiigly out ol wanton- 
ne^^, ftruck his lance into his fide, which immediately iffued 
forth water and blood. Thefe laft circumftances happened, 
not without a peculiar direffion of Providence, not only as 
they fully aflured us of his being really dead, but as they ve- 
rified two fignal propliecies concerning him 5 the one, that 
not a bone of his fhould be broken ^ ; and the other, that 
they, the inhabitants of Jetufaleniy fhould behold him whom 
they had pierced *. 

Whilst thefe things were tranfadling on mount Calvary^ 
yofeph of jtnrnaihea {V)y a wealthy and honourable 
ruler, and a (ecrct difciple of Jefus, but yet of fuch courage 
and integrity, as to proteft againft their violent and unjuft 
proceedings aguinft him, went boldly to Pilate^ ’and begged 
leave to lake down and bury his facred remains. Pilate at 
lirft could fcaicely believe, that he could befofoon dead ; biT., 
being affured of it by the centurion, he readily granted his 
requeft. had a garden adjoining to the place, in which 


s Dc hoc vkl. Dcut. xxi. 22, & feq. Vid. Exod. xii 

46. Numb. ix. 12, &alib. * Zechar. xii. 10. Coaf. cum 
Joh. xix. 36, & feq. 


remained inflexible in fpite of all 
thefe prodigies, and purfued their 
malice to the utmofl, and with- 
out the leall relenting. 

(F) The fame which is called 
in the facred Hebrenv books Ra- 
mah^ and Ramathah^ and figni- 
fies an high place \ and this is the 
reafon why we mee, with fevcral 
of the fame name, which have 
been confounded one with ano- 
ther. This therefore here fpoken 
of by the evangelilis, and which 


St. Jerom places between Joppa 
and Lydda ( i ), and fomc modern 
travelers on an eminence be- 
tween the former and Jerufalmj^ 
being confequently on the weft of 
that metropolis, was very differ- 
ent from Ramatbaim Zophim» 
SamuepB native place, which was 
ficisate on the north of it; as 
the reader may fee by comparing 
SauTs journ^ in fearch of*his 
father’s affes (2}, with the map 
pf Palafiine (3). 


(i) Bpitapb. ifl Pauh (a) i Sam, ix. 4, & fif. 


( 3 ) rtd. tou 

be 
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he had Iiewn a new Comb in the rock, which he defigned for Chrifl 
bimfelff but was now, by a particular providence, better dif- buried* 
pofed of, and was made the repofitory ol his Mafter’s body 
(G). In the mean time, the jealous Jews went to Pilate^ 
and acquainted him, that Jefus, whom they there ftile, this 
deceiver, had formerly boafled that he ^'ould rife again on 
the third day ; and that it was therefore highly necefTary to Hh tomb 
have his tomb well guarded till then, left his difciples (hould Jealed and 
privately fteal him away, and then give out, that he was really guarded* 
rifen, which would make the laft miftakc more dangerous 
than the fiift. Pilate eafily agreed to what they asked j and, 
to prevent any impo/ition of that kind, told them, Ye have 
a guard (H) j go ye therefore, and make every thing as furc as 

you 

(G) We have formerly ob- celebration of the enfuing folem* 
ferved in what manner criminals, nity (6). 
that died by the hands of juttice, (H) We think there is here a 
were to be buried ap irt (4) ; but, material cncumAance, which has 
in reconding him in cliiii maiden hitherto paft unobferved, and 
grave, they feem to have fulfilled which ftill more fccures the truth 
another fignal prophecy in the of Chriil’s reiurre£lion ; to wit, 
fame chapter of Ifatah, where his tomb being guarded, not by 
the hiftory 0^ his fufFermgs is fo a Romany but a Jewidp watch, 
livelily reprefented, and where The former might have been 
this remarkable circumiluicc is liable to Aifpicion, and thefc pa* 
foretold, that though he was gan foldiers, little minding whe* 
number^ in his death with the thcr the Je^s^ or Chrift's dilSi* 
tranfgreAbrs, yet he fhould have pies, were moft in the right, 
his grave among the great or might have been biibed by the 
wealthy (5). another latter to connive at an attempt 

of his private difciples, aflifled to impofe on a whole nation, 
at this doleful rite ; and thefe which they hated and defpifed. 
two, having haftily embalmed But a j€n.vijb guard, or, as they 
the body with a large quantity are eliewhere called, the ofiicers 
of myrrh and aloes, and wrapt and band of the high-prieils (7), 
it in a new winding fheet, de- and were perhaps the fame who 
pohted it in this new fepulcre, had fo lately brought him from 
wherein nocorpfe had as yet been the garden into the pontiffs pa- 
laid $ and covered the mouth of lace, where they had made him 
it with a large Bone, not to be fuffisr fo many indignities, thefe, 
removed but by a good number we fay, could not Jbe fuppofed to 
of hands ; after which they went join in fuch a cheat, 
to prepare themlelves for the Now this feems to be the rea* 

f4) See befire, W. iil. p. 132, not* (X). (sJ fl”* 9- 
diatnb, in loe, Q faralhL tn fin* (6) MUih. zxvii. & Jef. Mark xv* 

42, &c* Luke ixiit. 50, &c. John xix. 38, Sf (7) Vtd* John xviff. 

3. Cenf* atm vii, 32, 451 A€t/t 6 . xxvit 47# Mark xivt 43* Ms iv. i> & 
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you can. So they went, and fet a guard at the door of the 
lepulcre, and fet their feal upon the ftone S ^nd, by thetr 
extraordinary caie to prevent any private attempt, made the 
truth of his rcfurrcfilion appear in the (Ironget lights as wt 
ihall fee in the next fe£lion. 


SECT. VII. 

Htftory Jews from Cbrifi*s Refurreliton to the 
total DeJlruSton of thetr City and k emple^ and Dt- 
fperjion of that People. 

have hitherto feen Jefus Chrift, the Son of God, in 
^ his loweft humiliation j dcfpifed, rejefled, and ?bhorrcd ; 
pcrfecutcd, t’icd, and condemned to a dcaAi of the utmoft 
ihame and ignominy ; expiring on acrofs, and hid in a grave; 
and, in all thefc refpeSs, m the loweft and moft abjedt condi- 
tion of a man. The thud day after hi^ death, being the firft 
day of the week, or out Sunday^ and the fifth of jlpul^^ 
Ch tft offers him to our view m his glorified ftatc, and rifcii again 
tues from from the dead, according to his own piomifes, and the oracles 
thdead written of old conceining him By the earli^^ft dawn 

this diy, thofe pious women, who had accompanied him thro' 
his laft three years travels, and had prepared a coftjy niixtu^re 
to embalm his body, not dicaming at lead of Ins fo fudden 
lllfuriedion, made their way towards the place, where they 
had feen him depofited two da^s before. They do not feem 
to have known any thing of a guard being fet over it . their 


* Matth xxvii 62, ad fin « \ id Ussfr inn fub A M, 

4036 ^ Conf Pf XVI 10 6^ Aftsn. 31, ^ alib 


fon why Pilate^ who, by his Iitc 
behaviour, appears to h we enter- 
tained a much higher rotion of 
Chrift, might now be fo far ap 
prehcnfive of his keeping his 
promife, that, to prevent all fu- 
fpicion from him or his fbldiers, 
he icllo the JewJh chiefs. You 
have .1 guard of your ovsn , make 
the b ft ufe you can of it We 
do not, however, pretend to an- 
iinuate, that they were permitted 
by the Romans to keep any troops 
of militia of their own ; but 
only, that, fince the high pnett- 


hood had been joined to the roy- 
alty in the time of the Macca^ 
hees^ they u 4 ed to have a con- 
fiderable body ot life gaard<?, it 
19 more than probable, that, after 
thofe two dignities were parted, 
the pontiftb were iiill allowed the 
fame, though phriiaps in a leib 
mnnber, or elfe it will be difficult 
to guefs what to make of thojb 
foldiers and officers of the higit<< 
priefts, which are fo often ineua» 
tioned in the gofpels, and in t^ 

A&St 

grcJStV 
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S rreat concern was only how to get the ponderous ftone rolled 
rom the entrance. But that obftacle was already taken off 
by a miraculous earthquake, which had Iikewife put the gu iids 
to flight; fo that at their anival they found the flone roiled 
on one fide, and an angel cloathed in lefulgent array fitting 
upon It. Their furpnze was ftill greater, when thvy heaiU 
the heavenly meflenger rep“ove tl eir officious, but untimely 
piety, in words to this efted Whv feek ye the living among ««- 
the dead, foigctful of what he often repcited to you, that he 
was to AjfFtr death, and to life again on th* third day ? Be 
hold the place wIkic he uis 1 iid, and from which he is iifen ; 
and go and acquaint his dilc.plcs with it, and tell h^m, that 
he will meet you in GaliUe^ according to his promife They 
did fo accord ngl) , and, with the greateft j >v and wonder, 
went and told them what they had feen and heard , but ihofe, 
llill backward to believe, looked upon it as the cfFedts of fancy 
and dclufion ^ 

T wo of them, howcvci, had the curiofity to run to the Peter 
fcp ilcre who w’s the }oungcft of the two, came John^^r^ 

fiift, and, ftooping down, found that the body was really the feptd-- 
gone ; but, when Peter came next, he went into the place 
along with thit beloved difciplc, and, to their furpnze, 
found the grave-cloaths, and the napkin, not hallily and con* 
fufcdly thrown by, but neatly folded up feparately ; upon 
which they began to entertain fome hopes, and leturned to 
acquaint the reft with the news**. Whilft they weic thus Chttftap* 
together, and the women with them, Mmy Magdalen^ who to 
had ftiid ih the garden, prying about, to find whether the body ^ 
had not been removed to fome other place, came haftily to * 
them, and allured them, that the LbRD had appeared to her 
there®. But neither could this further confirmation difpel 
cither their forrow or unbelief, till Jefus at length came and 
ihewed himfelf to them, gave them a gracious All and 
bid them be of good comfort; for he was alive a^ain, and, 
according to his promife, would ihortly meet them in Ga^ 

Vtlee (A). 

That 

® Matth.xxviii i, &feq. Markxvi. i, ^Teq Luke xxiv. i, 

^6q. John XX. i, & feq. ** John ibid ter 3, & Icq. 

• Ibid. ver. 15, &feq. • 

It V 

(A) In the mean time, the counfel was immediately called : 
xbghted guards, leaving the gar* here one might have rcafonably 
deit with the utmoft (peed and expeded, they would either have 
eonfufion, went to acquaint the yielded to lo much evidence, or, 
chief-priefts and rulers with what at leaft, fufpended all further 
had happened , ut on which a refolutions, till they had made a 
VOL.X. Rr fttU 
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to twLO That evening two of the difciplcb going to a village 
difiipUs called Lrimatis^ uill iutuou Itxty turlong-s, or eight miles, 
gong to north- weft (t JeriJaleihy w^ere difcouihng with each other 
biA*uaus, about the ftianj^e traniadlions ct ‘htd^), when Jefus over- 
took tlum, ind, without making himlelt known, a(ked them 
the Cciufe il tiu i mehncholy entcrtiinmcnr. Chopbas^ one 
of the twt, in a kind ot furpiiz*, th it lie fliould (ecm fo great 
a ft aii^ r to the ti nd lebt'nv of the laft week, begin to give 
h ni w account lo h of tliem, and of thofe of that day; 
pirMcul ilv their fu piiz at the \jfion, which the women 
had ken at tnc it pulcie , concluding; the whole with a kind of 
c iniplaint, tli t inoi j!;h the y hid Intherto looked upon Jefus 
a the fiitiirt d livLicrof ilnir uiilupp\ intion ; yet it being 
now iliiLc dajs fince the) h d Itm him expire on i fliameful 
crok, their hopes were alnic ft at an end, in ipite of the 
womens icpoit of bis rcfurie<Sf»on, and us being m fome 
meafurc conlumcd b^ < >me of liu apoftle'-, wlio hid been that 
Fxpouft'is nioriun.^ *.t the fepulcie. Here Jeius took oetafion to blame 
if^eSnip tin II want of kith, not only in him, but in the Scriptures, 
tires to whcieboth Ins fill lings and death, leiurreflion ?nd glory, 
toim. were f) plainly foictdd, and to gi e them i thorough expo- 
fi ion of them fr)ni th;; firft to the lift By this time they 
were got to the village, whcie Jelua made a {hcw*as if he dc- 

full inquiry into the faft. But, thij> fignal truth, by denying tbit 
inilead of that, they chofe, at any of his ct ucihxion, under pretence, 
rate, to lupprck a truth, which that it was a punifhmert unufual 
wa® fare to cilf the deC|>cft guilt and unwarranted a/hong them, 
on the I late unjull ienunce We hive had frequent occalion 
againft Chnll (i) , aid accord to mention this, and fome others 
iiijjl/ bribed the watch with a of their poor and fhameful eva- 
coniiUeriLle funi, to yve out, fions, and (hall not repeat them 
tint hib difvqlcs had ilolen him here 

av\’iy w lift they were afletp ; Much lefs (hall we tike upon 
pr( iniii g them, at the fame us to iniwer all the cavils, which 
tine, thdi if the master came to our modern Iceptics have raif^ 
the governor’s cars they would agaii ft this important article, 
find mcan^ to pacify him, and which has been lo ftrenuoufly 
bear tnem harmlcfs Upon which, defended by lo many abler hands, 
they went and fpiead abroad that and more particular of late by 
leporr, which* was readily fwal- fome learned pens, and in a 
lowed by the greiteit part of ma'hner wholly new, but fo con- 
and went ft II current vincing, that nothing need be 
th *m for many years (2). added to it (3), as indeed nothing 
However, the Jews have fmee has, or can be replied tP it. 

' found out another way to oppofe 

(1) /'f/ trt, at, ASisv,%%, (2) Mitth,xx\i\ 9, (3) Trtol 

$J site fJtSf pajf ^^gifenct (f 9t% tVefionthc rejurrtfft^ff, &a/o 

I figned 
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finned to go farther; but they had been fo comfotfed by hi‘$ 
.dffcourfe, that they intreated him to fp.*jid that night with 
them, the evening being then juft upon clofing. He went 
in with them accordingly j and, being fat down at table, 
began with the breaking of the bread, as he had been wont 
to do ; upon which they knew him, and he immediately va- Di/ap* 
niflied. This furpiifing difeovery, added to tlie wai mth 
which their heait> had felt, wlnlft he expounded the Scriptures 
to them on the road, would not fuffer them to tarry longer 
there; but they went to communiiate their joy tint very 
night, to the reft that were then gatheied togrtijcr at yerufa- 
hm^ and who acquainted them at the fame time with his 
having appeared unto them 

All thefc circuniftanccs had been fo fir from convincing 
them hitherto, that they rather concluded from his fo fudden 
difappearing, that they had only feen fome fpirit in his like- 
nefs. They feemed ftill more confirmed in it, when, being 
fat down to fupper, with the gates fall, for fear of the yewi^ thet-wilvt 
he furprifed them with his prefence, and gave them his ufual fupper^ 
falutation, Pence be to you. To convince them, therefore, 
of their miftake, he commanded them to draw near, and con- 33 - 
fider his pierced hands and feet, handle his body, and fatisfy 
themfelves by all proper means, that he was no fpiiit or pban* 
tafin, but their real nfen Lord and Matter. Whilft they were 
fltl! fiuduating between joy and doubt, he reminded them of 
his former promifes, explained thofe oracles to them, in which 
thefe things were prefignified of him, renewed Jiis former 
commiflion and power to them to preach and confirm his 
gofpel, and left them for that night with his ufual blefling, 
full of joy and wonder, to colk<ft and compare the feveral 
tranfaftions of that glorious and fignal day 8 (B). 

Thomas^ one of the eleven apoftles, called Didymus^ hap* 
pened to be abfent at this jun<fture ; fo that, when the 
reft informed him cf it, he plainly told them, that he ftiould 
never believe it, till he had thruft his fingers into the print of 
the nails, and his hand into his wounded fiJe. Eight days 

^ Luke xxiv. 13, 8c leq. a Luke xxiv. 34, 8c feq. John 

IKX. 19, &feq. &alib. 

0 

(B) This laff was the fifth ap- ner not plainly recorded, but 
pearance he made of himfelf on mentioned tranfitonly by St. LuAi 
this one day ; to wit, 1. Co Jl^ary and St. Paul (4) ; 4. to the two 
Magdalen ; 2. to the other wo- difciples : and, 3. to the whole 
men ; 3. to Peter ^ in fome man- college at fuppen 

{4) xxiv, 34* 1 Coriufb. Xf . 5* 

R r 2 after. 
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Jfpearsto after, being the twelfth of Jpril^ Jefus appeared again unto 
Thomas; them, when Thomas was there, and invited him to come and 
take that full demonftration, which he had fo iliffly infift^d 
on ; bjt the incredulous fervant, being now fully afliired with- 
out it, fell at Ills gracious feet, and, with an humble ceftafy 
of jj}, confefl..d him to be his Lord and his God: upon 
which he was difinilled with this gentle reproof, Thou be- 
Thomas, hecaufe thou hajt feen \ hut bUjfed ate they 
tJuit lave 7 iot feeuy and yet believe^. Some days after, 
they all \t^\i yerufalem^ and went according to his appoint- 
ment into Galilee ; where he appeared again unto them, 
and, alter hh ufual falutation, faid unto thrm, Jll power 
is given me in heaven and eeath. Go therefore and preach 
to all 7 wtions^ baptizing them in the name of the Father^ Son^ 
and Holy Ghojl^ Seven of them being fooii after gone 

to the lea- fide to fifh, namely, Peter ^ Johuy fameSy Thomas y 
Bartholomew or Nathanaely and two ofheis not named, and 
topi^'en leaving toiled all night in vain, Jefus maiiifc/h'd himfclf again 
others. morning, by the kind and known token of a 

beneficial miucle j and, after they had dragged their loaded 
net to the fhore, condefeended to eat and drink with them* 
After brcjkfaft, Jefus, addrclfing himfelf to afkcd him 

whether he loved him more thin the reft ; and, being anfwered 
in the affirmative, commanded him to feed his flock. He 
repeated the fame queltion twice more to him, infomuch ths*t 
Peter y being giievcd ..t it, broke out into this expreflion ; 
Lord, tkoUy who knotveji all things y mujl know that I love thee* 
After this treble confeflion of his unfeigned love, dcTigned pro- 
bably as a kind of expiation for his treble denial of him, Jefus 
Hii com- plainly told him, that the time would come when he Ihould 
fnijjton to make a much more authentic acknowlcgcmcnt of him, when 
Peter. he fulFered himfclf to be bound and led to a glorious martyr- 
dom for hib fake, and in imitation of him, intimating there- 
by, as the c angclift hints, his crucifixion, by which he was 
to gloiily God, as he did accordingly many years after, with 
a confhncy becoming a chief apoflle (CJ. 

Thus 


John XX. verf. 24, & feq. 
feq. 

(C) This was now the third 
time of his appearing to the full 
body of his dilciplcs after his rc- 
furredlion After that predid;'Oii, 
Jefus b.d Peter come after him ; 
who, turning about, and feeing 
the beloved difciple, aiked his ma- 


^ Matth. xxviii. 16, Se 

Her, whether he would have him 
alfo follow him. But Jefus rebuked 
his untimely curioflty, with tell- 
ing him. If 1 will have him carry 
till 1 come, what have you to do 
with It ? Hence arofe a flrange 
notion among the refl, that that 
difciple 
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Thus did our rifen Saviour maniteft hitnfdF) cirher to his 
whole church, or to Tunc of them more p^Jticulaily, during 
the fpace of forty days, in all convincing proofs ; inftrufting Jlppfarsio 
them ftill further in his heavenly do£lnne, difcourfing mi>re ^hem forty 
familiarly with them of his fpiritual kinjjdoni, difiJelling their 
doubts, allaying their fears, and comfoi.ing their hearts with 
the glorious profpeft of an eternal life to crown their painful 
and arduous race. At lengths the ippointcd time of his de- 
parture drawing near, he gatlieied them tog ther, to the num- 
ber, as St. Paul tells us, of above five hundiid^, and led 
them into a retired part of a mountain, where he agnn gave 
them frcfli alTurances of his never filling love, care, and pro- 
teflion, to the end of the world, renewed his commifKtin and 
miraculous pcwvcrs to thtni, together with the piomife of a 
plentiful clFufion of his Holy SpiiiL to diiccl tlKin into all 
truth, and lit them foi tlicii glorious woik, the converfi in of 
the world K 

Havinc. finifhed his difeourfe, he bid them return to Jen^ 
falcni^ where he would meet them before his afccnfion, as he 
according] V did ; and ordered them to rcniiin th^rc till they 
had rcvcivcd the piomilcd (Jomforter, by whom they fhould 
ftiortly alter be endoAtJ with power from above, anfwerable 
to their hi^h commiflion. G teat need they ftill flood 
fuch a divine diic£lor, fincc thefelafl words filled them again 
with hopes, that their Maftcr was now g</ing indeed to icftore 
the kingdom of Ifrael, Jefus was here again obliged to check 
their unthiuly cuiiolity, but referred the furihei tllfpliy of 
this important point to tint pioinifed heavenly inflrudtor. 

And now, having finifhed hisglouous work, he led tlum foi th 
toward Bcthayiy^ to the mount of Olives ; wheic being aniv/cd, 
he tenderly gathered them about him, and in tb.ejr full fighr 
went up to heaven, leaving his gracious blefliMg upon the , 
and the comfortable affurance, that he was going to prep r^intohea- 
a place for them in his own kingdom ; whillf they, in an id 
oring poflure, followed him with their wiflful eves, till a 
bright cloud received him out of their fight ( D). Wh.lft their 

eyes 

** 1 Cor. XV. 6. ' Markxvi. 17, ad fin. 

difciple Ihould not die ( 5 ) ; tho’ a£kually liveJ to fee totally 

in all probability Chrifl meantT no difperfcd. 
more than his tarrying on earth (D) This happened, according 
till his coming to take vengeance to our learned il/A>eP3 coniputa- 
on the Jtrwifi nation, which Sc. tion, hinted a little higher, on a ^ 

( 5 ) J^bn xxi. pe4 tou 

R r 3 Thurf 
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eyes were thus fixjd ftill towards him, two angels appeared to 
them in bright apparel, and faid unto them, Te men of G?X\\^c^ 
why Jland ye up to heaven ? The fame Jefus^ whomyou 

have now beheld afeending thither^ fnall in the like manner come 
down again from thence ; meaning either at the end of two 
thoufand years, fome think, when he will reign another 
thoufand upon earth n, or, as is moftly thought, at the laft 
day to judge the world ; till which time he will there remain, 
and reign at the right hand of his Father, till all his enemies 
be m«idc his footttool (E). 

The 

® Mark xvi. vcr. ult. Luke xxiv. 46, ad fin. Adi. i. 6, & feq. 
^ See wliat we have faid on that head, vol. iii. p. 39. See alfo Adis 
jii. 19—21. Rom. xi. ii. Sc feq. 25, & feq. &alib. “ Conf. 
Pfiil. cx. 1. Matt. xxii. 44. Adis ii. 35. Hcbr. i. 13. x. 
12, 13. 

Thurfdaw the fourteenth of Mav^ controverted paflage of his, which 
which is the ninth month of tlie runs to tins efiedt (6) : 

Jenuifi yetir, and in the thirty- “ At the fame time there was 
fixth, or, according to others, the one jefus, a wile man, if at 
thirty third year of his age, and “ lead he may be called a man, 
the nineteenth of A reign, ‘‘ who was a great worker of 
There is an antient tradition, “ nnracle.% and a teacher of 
which adds, chat it was about the ‘‘ truth to all that were defirov,s 
time of noon when he was taken to learn it, and had a great 
up, and afeended from one ofthe number of difciples, both of 
fummits of mount Olivet^ v/here Je^ws and Gentiles., This was 
the print of his feet, where he (or, as ^l.'Jeroin read it, cre- 
laft flood, was ftill to be feen, and ‘‘ dehatur^ was believed to be) 
on that account has been had in ‘‘ the Chrift, tvhom Pilate^ thro’ 
great veneration ever fince. The “ the envy of the heads of our 
reader may fee what wc have faid nation, caufed to be crucified ; 
of it in a former volume (5). « but this did not hinder his 

(E) It will not be amifs to ** difciples from cleaving ftcdfell- 
clofe this hiftory of the Saviour ly to him. He was feen by 
of the world with thofe other them three days after his 
teftimonics which wc find con- ** death, according to the pro- 
cerning him, both injofephus, ** phecies concerning him, The 
and in fome eminent heathen au- Cbriflian fedl fublifts to this 
thors. We begin with the for- day ; they call themfelves by 
mcr, becaufe we h'’ve clfewhere ** his name,and acknowlege him 
promifed to fay fomething farther ” for their head.” 
concerning that known and much This pafilage being not only 

(5) See befirf, W. ii. p, 405, fey, g (6; Antiy, /, xviii, 

r. 4* 
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The difciplcs, thus w^rned^ returned immediately to 7 ^- C/v;/’j 
tufaUm^ where they fpent their time in prayers, faftings, and difctphs 

\ fuch n 
jerufa- 

found in all the manufcripts of difciples of Chrift met with from 
that hiftorian. but quoted by St. yews and Gentiles might be a 
Jerom^ Eufebtus (7), and other fuiHcient ooilacle to a man of bis 
antients, the mam obje^lioa mouM Jifli g himfelf into their 
againit It i*?, how could number He m ght, and had in 

Cvprefj himlelf in fuch a mtnnei all probability convert d with fe- 
co'Kcrning Chiift, and yet live veral JciiiuJ Chrilliins who 
and die .1 Jew To which miy might hive infpiiLd him with a 
be added another difliculty ; to gieat veneration for thtir Divine 
wit, liow he could acknowle^e Miller, and, fiom the many pro* 
him the prom ifed M-ihili, alur phecicj coiij-crniug him, have 
he had orie compiimeiited the convinicd him of hib being the 
Rman empcior with that ti- Mefiiah ; and at the i me time 
tie. But choie, who believe it hi& brethren of the plui due len- 
to hivc been foillcd in by loine ven might trump up their notion 
pious Chnlliuio, will find it lull of a double Mtliic*h ; to wit, 
much more d.fTicuk to account one a lufferer, and the other a 
how tnev could get it inlcrted m gie.it and gloiious conqueror, 
all futuie cop cs and luppicfs all hor no time could be more 
the old md genuine orcb Iiktly to produce fuch a wild 

Thole o kno v how much dillmdion, than that about which 
has bwcn already writ for .ind he wrote his hillory, when .nil 
•giinil it, willeifily excufc our their hopes were wholly quafh 
not entering further into that con- ed, the feeptre vihblv departed 
tioveif}', than leferring our from Judah, ilie ferond temple 
leade- to t’.e authors tliemfelvos, dclfroyed, the nation ruined, the 
whom he will find quoted at the utmolt length of thtir computa- 
bottom of the page (8) tion of Danicl\ weeks long lince 

All that we ihall add, by viay ended, and the C hrillMns cveiy- 
of leffening the two difhculties where beating them out of all 
raifed againft the genumet.efs of other remticnchments .4nd fort c- 
thetext, IS, ift, JoJephis ing them at length to trull them- 

was no lefs a courtier than a ‘/rxw fclves to this broken plank ; and 
and a phanfee ; he might, as an was not a man of Joftphus\ cha- 
hiftorian, who made grcit Ihew rafter as likely to prefer this 
of fincerity, be forced to publiih foothing notion to the manifcll 
a truth, the fuppreflion of which daugcr of becoming a profeffed 
would have brought his charafter Chnllian, as any of his fratcr- 
in queftion, and yet not have re- nity ? 

foluiion enough to facrifica his But, laftly, who can tell how 
tempo almtereft to his conviftion. far the ill treatment which he 
The cruel treatment which the met with from tHw^e lail, at the 

(7) Lib, de finpt^r, VuL Cf Eufeb, e(cL btft, lib, i. cap. If. iii. r. 9. 

(8) Vid. tut. al. Huet. dutnunflr, evang. prop. Je^, xi. ^ Arnold, dijfert. dclee, 
fup* an. 1 66 1, Pnd. Calmet, al» 
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fuch other excrcifes as were likclieft to qualify them for the 
reception of the promifcd Comforter. They were about an 
hundred and twenty perfons, probably exclufive of the wo- 
men, who diJ not ufe to be reckoned in the number, though 
they ktptftill with them, and, among the reft, the virgin 
VI h> IS hi'rc p rticiilirlv mentioned, and for the laft 
time . The \ lace thev ufed toaflemhle m, was a large upper 
room (F), where, a ftw days after then Mafter’s afcenlion, 

Peter 

p A£ls I. 14. 


fiege of Jerufaletn^ of which we 
(hail fpeak in the fcquei, their 
invincible obilinacy and ingrati- 
tude, their cruelty, hypoenfy, 
and irrecdncileable hatred to him 
(9), may have provoked him to 
lay this heavy chaige upon them, 
of ctucifying the MrfTuh, and to 
aggn vate it with thole ocher te- 
Ihmoiiiah concerning him, with- 
out being himltlf thoroughly ia- 
tisfied with them, through pre- 
judice and intereil 

If therefore this text ever fuf- 
fered any ilteiation, it hems to 
have been only in the omillion 
of the woid cffdehatut^ which, 
we find, wao in St copy, 

though not ill that of Eufehiusy 
Rufirus^ and others, where it was 
Itfc out ; but whether through 
cirelellncfs, or wilfully, muft be 
left CO ihe reader's candour And, 
after all, we nny as well fufpcdl 
the great character which the 
JeiuJ/h hifiorian gives to John 
the baptiif, and to Sc. James^ 
whom he calls the brother of 
Chriit ( i], wh ch yet call no fmall 
honour to th s lalt, whofe mar- 
tyrs they were, t 

Concerning the te'^imony of 
heathen writers, we have already 
mentioned thoie which confirm the 


fupcrnatural cclipfe which hap- 
pened at Chrift’s piflion, and the 
appeal which the apologift fathers* 
made to the heathen records for 
tint and other fa£ls Tacitus 
confirms alfoChnirs having been 
put to death by Pilate governor 
of Judaea t undri the emperor 7 /- 
hef tus (2) VVe might add fome 
othcr*^, were we not afraid of 
fivelltng this note too much. The 
renders may lee them in the apo- 
logies above mentioned, and in 
the authors quoted at the bottom 
of the page 0- 

For the fame reafon we lhall 
forbear mentioning the tefiimo- 
ny of the Mohammed tr , and all 
debate on the ipocryphal gofpeh, 
cpiftlc% and otliti uriting'', con- 
ccining him, and all ufelefs in- 
quiries after his pcrfoii, lliape, 
mien, and other fuch particulari- 
ties of neither importance, nor 
the lead: cei tain ty. As for his 
pretended concfpondence with 
the king of Edijjay we (hall re- 
fer our readers to what has been 
faid in a foimci volume (4). 

(h) The words c y 
(5) certainly imply fome upper 
rooin«of an houfe, and not of the 
tem[.le, as fome have imagined. 
This might be therefore that large 


(9) Seebel Jui, I vi. c. tt. (1) Anttq /. xx f. 8. (2) Annat, 

/ *'• f 4.. (^) Pid, int al Mtnul Felie, //. Gfot. de -vertt, leClerc 

in eund, Madtty d al, ^4) W.x. 160 Jub not, ad Jin, {%)ASti j. 15. 
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Peur addrefled htmfelf to the reft, and reminded them how 
neceftary it was, before they entered into their grand commif-! 
lion, to choofe a new member into the apoftoltc college, from Chwfi a 
among thofe who had been converfant with Jefus from Jchn^s ««« «r««r- 
baptifm to that prefent time, to fill up the vacancy which the 
traitor "Judas had made to their number. The propofal being w^Judas* 
approved, two candidates were offered to them, namely Jg-^ 
feph^ furnamed JuJius^ and Barfahas (who is fuppofed by 
fome to be the brother of Ja?hes the Lefs, and, by others, the 
fame with Barnabas) ; and Matthias^ who was one of the 
feventy difciples (G). After a fhort prayer to the difeerner 
of all hearts, to direct them to the perfon whom he had 
made choice of, they caft then lots, and Matthias was chofeti 
into the apoftolical miniftry, and their number completed 
again 

When fifty days from Chrift’s refurrecSlion were finiflied, ^he Holy 
which ufhered in the grand feaft of pentccoft », whilft the dif- de- 
ciples were all aflemblod at their ufual place, fuddenly there-^^^'^®* 
was heatd a mighty found from heaven ; a vehement wind 
filled the room they were in, when there appeared a kind of eJo-’^ * 
veil tongues of fire fitting upon each of their heads ; upon which 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghoft, illuminated with his 
heavenly li^ht, inflamed with his divine heat, infpired with the 
knowlege of foreign tongues, and endowed with ail other fu- 
psrnatural <2;ifts, to qualify them for their glorious Mlk, 
cdnverfion of the world. 'Fhev fet themfelvcs immediately 
about it, JetufaUm being then filled with people, who camc^J^ 
from all parts of the world, both Jeivs and profclvtes, who * 
flocked thitner,as ufual, to that grand folemnity. Thefe, hearing 


^ Ads i. 15, ad finem. ^ De hoc vid. vol. iii. p. 25, 

& feq. 


one in which Jefus had celebrated 
the lafl paflbver with his difcplcs 
(6) i and is fuppofed to have be- 
longed to one of them, namely 
to JohUf furnamed Mark, and is 
faid to have been turned, in pro- 
cefsof time, into a ilateJy church. 

(G) The traditions concerning 
thefe, two, and others of thCir 
coUegues, are fo uncertain, that 
there is no relying on them ; other- 
wife thisTVr/^fhould be the fame 
with that often mentioned in the 


gofpcl among the relations of our 
Saviour; and, by his furname of 
Barfabas, he fliould be the fame 
with Barnabas 9 who is yet laid 
to be a Cyprian levite {7 ) . Mat^ 
thias (hOuld likewife be the fame 
with Zacebeus (8),^ though this 
laft became a difaple but a few 
weeks before Chrill’s death, and 
the apoftles chofe only thofe Ibr 
candidates, who had been with 
him from the beginning of his 
miniftry. 


(S) Mark'sCxv, 14, 15, (7) Afis iv. 36. 

Clem, Alexandra fttomat, N* deTyra^ Cern, a Lap, ^ al. 


( 8 ) Debts vid. 

of 
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of that wonderful event, came to ihem in great crouds,^ and 
were beyond meafure furprifed to bear fuch poor illitciate Gtf- 
lilaansy who never knew any but their own raothtr- tongue, 
and chat no better than as fimple fifhermen, e\prefs themfclves 
with fuch unlieird'of readinefs and energy, and difplay in all 
their different tongues and dialefls the nioft fublimj myftenes 
of thegofpel. The facred hiftorian mentions fifteen different 
cotintrits, out of which this affeinbly confiftcd Wbilft 
thL.tfore frjinc, ftiack ui h amazemenc at what they faw and 
Ik'uI, v/eit qucflioning what the iffue r* lucli a prodigy 
\\oj]J be, olheis j’/lunlJv ittiibutcd it to iome excels of new 
Vvine, V’lueh tiKV ompolca tne apo/lles had been guilty of that 
iiDrning. Whitn w ntn underffood, he hrit exploded 
the fuppofltiun, bv Kinindio^ thjin, tint it was but the tnird 
Lour of thcdiy, oi nine ol th* morning, when. .s the 
revel eit or drank till aftf i that hour, when the firft pub- 
lic piaycis w'Cic o Cl ; *.nd then picked to th.m Irom the Sen- 
pLLiKs, ti at theie was nothing hipp n cl in tliis extraordimry 
ch.^nge, but what had be r pi uiily foicu/d, and cL^anily de- 
fc iibcd, by one of the prophets Iron ihit lie pi o ceded 
to thofc oilier oiTcIcs, which ha*i p^cfi.mficd the deith 
and lennicdion of Chi, ft, the true M..lh.h , Ji wh ch he 
fliLW’Ld to tlirin, until fuen powerful and (^>nvnicii ^ 1 1 kjucnct , 
^Lbj tor- that ihitc thoul ind of his audience v'oie iinmtduul^ conceited 
wertxooo to his dodiinc, and contuiutd ilrici and zealous pi ^fwffors of 
Jo,h. it ». ‘ 

So Mr time alter, Peiet and repairing to the temple 

An old as ufual, at the evtn ng hour of p»aver, hcalc 1 a p >or cnpplfe, 
Clippie who fat begging at the gate. Th.s dicw innnedutel/ a great 
leaUd. concourfe of people about them, to the j* lace called Solomon^ s 
pouh ; where Peter, having reproved their ftupidity in gazing 
at th'“in, as the authors of fo ligiial i iniracl,*, affare*! them, 
that they had wrought it by no other powder than that of Je- 
fus Chnft, whom their flderi and rulers lnd through igno- 
rance condemned to the CDis. He concluded with fuch a 
powerful difcourfe on the danger of an obftinite and ungrate- 
ful unbelief, and on the unipeakable benefits of a fpeedy faith 
Add ^000 <md repentance, that five thoufand moic were added to 
motetothethfiixi^ (H). 

chuich. But 

• Ads c ii. 8, & fcq. * Joel ii. 28, & fcq. conf. cum 
Ifai XXIX. 19, & feq, xliv. 3, & ieq. cum Ad. xi. 15, Se feq* 

« Ad II. verf. 37, ad fin. Ads iii. i» & feq, 

1.^ 

(H) Thus did this new church the number only, but in the zeal 
of Chrift daily improve, not in aitd fervour, holinefi and charity 

.oft 
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BtJT the malice of the priefts and rulers againft CIiHft't re> 
ligion did not expire with the death of its divine author. 'Fhis 
new and iignal miracle on the impotent man, the number of 
converts It drew after it, the zeal, boldnefs, and eloquence, 
of the apoftles, all contributed to awaken their fears with their 
wonder, and to put them upon frefli nu ns to fupprefs \/hat 
they called this new and d^mgerous fi-fl:. The apoftle , and the 
cripple, were brought before them , ai d in an elegant Peter’/ 

fpecch, aflured them, that it was by the name and powi.r ol ffeeJj to 
then great Maftcr, now glorioufly inthiontd in Icwfn, tiut 
they had wrought this miraculous cuic; ilimomlnrLd toiJv m 
from the Scriptures, that he was that chief cornn-ff one, which 
was long fince foretold to be rejtded by the builders \ and 
was now become the foundation of ihc new covenant, fince 
there was no name guen undei htavtn, hy wh eh men might 
be faved, but that or Jelus Chrifl, crucified indeed by them, 
but raifed again bv his own \i<3:ork)iJs power. Thelirhe- 
drin, having nothing to oppofe to thefe preenant proofs, and 
yet afliamcd toconfefs that charge, and afriid to uft violent 
means, by reafon of the admiring mulntude, contented them- 
felvcs for the prefent with forbidding them to preach any Ap'ipjet 
more in th it name , to w Inch PiUr leplied, We have received ^9 
a contrary <onjmand from God, aid voii miy cafily 
vhieh of the two ought to be obe)cd y. Chrtfi^ 

% Piter ^ upon his return to his colic c;ue , acq' amted them with • 
what had pift, and the oiders they had riecived fi )rii the 
Jewijh chiefs , upon \vf ich they j jin^d unannuoufly in prijcr 
to God, 'to ftrengthtn then futh, lotiiaec, and inii iculous 
power, tliat they in ght boldly goon in tneir minilliv, and 
preach Ins ciucihtd Sm in fpite of all oppifition md difioi - 
ragements ; upon which they felt then upper loom violently 

^ Pfal. c^viii 22. y Afls ill. L iv. paff, 

of its mcmbcis ; beginning now world, even of their veiy enc- 
a kind of heavenly life upon inics Thus wcit the dxvine ora- 
earth, difclauning all propeity, cles fulfilled, the prom.fes of 
felling all they had, and ehear Chnll pei formed, and his church 
fully laying it at the apollles iniraculoufly planted and propa* 
feet, to be diftributed to the re- gated, by that heavenly Spirit ; to 
lief of their brethren | and being continue under his direi6bon to 
oven in their worldly goodsi as the end of the woild, maugtc all 
well as in their hearts and affec* the oppofitions of Jew and Gen* 
tions, fo perfectly united, that tiles (9). 
they became the wonder of the 

(9) Mattb^ xvi, i8« 

lhaken, 
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Jnfprei fhaken, and their hearts infpired with fuch zeal, that neither 
nutth /r^threatenmgs nor perfecutionsy racks, tortures, or cruel deaths, 
vuaL CO lid put a {lop either to their preaching, or to its miraculous 
fuccefb ' for fuch it really was, being ftiJl attended with fome 
frefh miracle (I), which at once confirmed the believers, and 
ftill added frefh ones to their number. 

Im the mean while the fanhedrin, which confided chiefly 
of fadducees, finding their endeavours incfFe£luaI, began to 
think it high time to try fome fevercr means ; and to that 
Imprifon- ‘-nd ordered them to be feized, and caft into a common gaol. 

before the next morning, an angel had opened the pri- 
raculoujly lon-gates to them, and bid them return to their preaching, 
relea[ed which they did accordingly. Bv that time the council was fet 
to determine fomething concerning them, word was brought 
to them, that the prifonc*^s were efcaped by fome miiacle ; 
there being on that morning not one of them to be met with, 
though the pnfon-gates wcie found clofely fhut. Whilft they 
were debating about this new prodigy, the news came, that 
^hefanht-\}M.y were preaching as ufual at the temple. Their fears now 
drtn in mcreafing with their furprize, they fent for them, yet without 

great violence , and, Cataphas having expoftulated with them, how 

plexity, jjjgy tranfgrels thur command, they boldly anfwcred 
for them felves that, fince obedience ccafed to be due to ma- 
gifliates as foon as it began to contravene that which was due 
to God, they had ftridly followed their duty in preaching th^ 
refunedlion of Chrifl, and the remiilion cf fins through him, 
and giving the fame irrefragable proofs of thofe faving truths, 
which they themfelves had of them 
I'his noble anfwer, which gave them to underfland, that 
they were not to be frighted into a bafe compliance, railed 
their indignation to fuch a degiee, that they were juft ready 
to vent It in fome feverer manner, when Gamaliel (K), one of 
their members, a perfon of greater coolnefs, and a learned 

phanfee, 

2 AAs ill. IV. pair. & cv. ly, 

(T) Thefe miracles, we are to be healed by the apoftles ; in- 
told (i), became fo frequent and fomuch chat the very (hadow of 
known by this time, that they Peter palTing by cured many of 
drew multitude^ of people from them, who, by reafon of the 
all the neighbouring cities and throngs that followed him, could 
countries to Jtritfalem^ who not by any other means get ac- 
brought their fick friends, para- cefs to him. 
lytics, lunatics, demoniacs, ^c, (K) This was the perfon at 


(1) Ml V. IS, & 


whofe 
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pharlfee, ftood up, and moderated their refentment for the 
prcfent, by reminding them, that, if this council were merely Gamali- 
human, it would foon be crulhed, as many others of the like cl'j a^ivia 
nature, which he named, and they knew had lately been ; /• them, 
but, if it'^ was of God, it was vain, as wcH as impious, in them Year of 
to oppofc* it. Wherefore, concluded he, my opinion is, that Chr. 53. 
we let thefe men alone, and wait the event, left wc (hould be 
found at length to contend with an almighty power. His 
counfel was readily agreed to, and the apoftles, being called 
in, after having received a fevere correftion and rebuke for 
their contumacy, were difinifled, and joyfully rejoined their 
collegues * (K). 

About the fame time the apoftles, at the complaint of 
{otne Grecian profelytes, ordained feven deacons from among 
the number of b^dievers, to be overfeers of the miniftry in the cons cbofe^ 
relief of the ncceftitous membeis. We know little of five of 
them, befides their names, which the rcaader will find in 
the margin (L). But Stephen^ who is mentioned at the head 

of 

* A£ls iv. ver. 33, ad fin. 


whofe feet St. Paul had been 
brought up *( 2) ; fome add alfo 
Stephen tccA Barnabas (3) ; he is 
affirmed by an antient writer to 
have been already converted to 
Chriftianity {4) ; others pre- 
tend, that he was not till after the 
martyrdom of Stephen, But wc 
have no certainty of any of thefe 
fadls, nor of feveral others that 
are faid of him, concerning which 
the reader may confult Bafnage 
in the place lad quoted. 

(K) About this time the te* 
trarch Philip, the brother of 
Herod, died at Julias, in the 
thirty-feventh year of his reign, 
from the death of Herod the 
Great, He was buried in a 
magnificent tomb, which he had 
erefied during his life ; andf, as 
Ke left no heirs of his own body, 
his tecrarchy was refumed by Ti- 


berius, and annexed to the pro- 
vince of Syria, then under the 
government of Flaccus Pompo- 
nius ; but with this reftridion, 
that the revenues of that country 
fhould Hill be kept within the 
limits of it. JoJephus tells us, 
that Philip was of fo oppofite a 
difpofition to his father or bro- 
ther, that his government was 
mild and quiet ; chat he went al- 
ways attended with a fmall 
number of fervants, fome of 
whom carried a chair after him, 
which ferved him as his tribu> 
nal, to be ready to receive every 
petition or complaint, and to do 
juilice every-where upon the fpot 

( 5 )- , 

(L) Thefe were, Stephen, Phi- 
lip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
Parmenas, and Nicolas ; this laft 
is there called a profelyce of ,dn* 


(a) Aefs xxii. 3. 
Jufft, /ih, iv. f. 3. 
/. xvlti. c, 6, 


(3] Vid, Lite, Rev. de S, Steph, Bafnag, hjt. des 
(4) Recegn, €5, (5) 


tioch. 
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of the reft, wrs a mm of extraordinary fiich, learnipg, ami 
zeal, and full of the Ho y Ghoft, who W{ ought fuch wonders 
amotig the people, that he gave great umbrage to the He 

had confuted icveral of the heads of them in their iefpe£l:ive 
fynaG:oguc& con ci ning their notion of the perpetuity of the 
-A/^rV I.1W', for whhh he was accufed befoic the fanhcdiin* 
H' re the higli-pricft having given him leave to fptak for him- 
fcli, lie lKe;m In'' defence ivith an hiftoric.il dedudion of the 
tine worfliip of God, exclufive of the Mofaic iites 5 which 
Ijff, he (hewed b) authentic pi oofs, weie to be d me away, 
lo make loom fora moic fpiritual religion under the promifed 
Mc/fidi. Th's fpec..b was accompanied with fuch p w^erful 
docjUwnce, angelic majefty, and with fuch a fevcrc reproof 
fonhv.ir c mftant refilling the IIolyGliofl, and purfeciitinglhofe 
whodtlivercd Ins divine oracles to them, that, not being longer 
abiC to bear what tliey called his blafpluinv, they condemned 
him to death, and hurried him, as w>s ufiial in fuch cafes, out 
of the city ; where the witneUes, who were to throw thefirft 
Hones S laid their iippcr*garnients at the feet of young Saul^ 
then a zealous phanfee, and enemy r(» Chuftianiiy^ but fince 
ihe p,eit an )(!!. of the gentiles j and having, atcoiding to 
the Mojiitc lav/, laid their hands on the condemned perfon, 
overwlielmcd him with ftoncs, whiift he called oh God to 
forgive them Ins death, and on jefus to receive his departing 
foul Authors are not agreed about the exa£l year of hw 
death ; but nioft of them, after UJher^ Pearfon^ and others, 
place It about this time, that is, about a year after that of his 
divine Maftci. 

^ Atlsvi. 9, 8c feq. ^ Seevol. hi. p i3i« ^ Afts 
vii. 58, & feq. 

tioch. The reft being alfo all (7). Wc can gather nothing 
Greek names, ftiewsthem to have certain concerning it. Philip is 
been Hellenifls, and that this new probably the fame who converted 
order was made in favour of the the Samaritans (8), baptized the 
converts from them. eunuch of queen Candace (9], 

Some have affirmed this lad to ami had four daughters endowed 
have been the author of the with the gift of prophecy (1). 
beallly A^/r<747/Va;vfcd, thaefprung As for the ocher five, we know 
up in the earlicft age of the no more of them than what hdi 
church (6) s others have ftre- been mentioned above, 
nuoufly vindicated him from it 

(6) Fptphtn, baref 2^, & fior»Cofe/er» ( 7 ) C/#mr. Altxarir, firo- 

ma* 1. Ml. kujeb, ^heoderet, Augufi ^ aU (8) Adi via. 5 , tS 

IhiJ, wr, 26 , adjin^ (i) Ihidt kXi. 


Th* 



C, XI. mkry of the Jcwi. 

The death of this glorious protoitiartyr was foon followed T/je Cbrt^ 
by a more grievous petfecution againft the Chriftian converts, per* 
which yet the div.nc Providence turned into a means of pro- fecuted, 
pagating the gofpel far and wide, by the difperfion of a great A means of 
number of them, who, after Stephen's left f erifaUm propagat* 

and Judaa^ according to our Saviour^s advice, JFhenyou the go* 

perfecuted in one city^ fee into amther^. So tliat few but thc-//^^* 
apoltles ftaid at JeruJalem^ wh lfl the reft went and preached, 
fume at Samaria^ fame at Cjprm, and others clfewhcrej but 
ftill among the jftws i foi the time ft>r the convcrlion of the 
gentiles was not yet come (M). Duiing this perfecution, 

Isimayia having receivLd the gofpel I»y the prru'hing of Phi* 7 he Sa- 
Up \ Viiid iiiinon Magus ^ who had formeily bewildered them maritans 
with his forccries, being himfdt become a convert, the apo- converted* 
ftoliciollege at deputed thither and yohn^ 

who, being come, impaited the Holy (Jhoft unto them by 
their prayer, and impolition of hands. Simony oblcrving the 
wonderful efficacy of this laft ceremony, would have pur- 
chafed the fame power of tlie apoftlcs at a large fum ; for 
which profane propofal P<?/^rfharply rebuked Jiim g, and after- 
ages have branded his memory I)y giving that new and un- 
heard-of fin the name of fimony* 

About the beginning of the next year, Z. VitelUuSy being 
fent bv Piherius proconful of Syrioj came to JeruJalem iiho\xt 
tSe feaft of the paflbver, where he was honourably received 
by the magiftrates of ^hat metropolis, in requital of which he VitcIliusV 
remitted to its inhabitants the whole duty of the fruits xh^t kinJne/s to 
were fet trf falc. He likewife put all the pontifical habits, ^he Jews, 
which ufed to be kept in the fortrefs of Antonia under the cu- Year of 
llody of a Roman officer, into the pofleffion of the yewijh 3 ^* 
high-prieft, to be thenceforth kept and difpofod of at their 
pleafure ; after which, having depofed Caiaphas from the pon- 
tifical chair, and raifed Jonathan the fon of Annas or Ananus 

® MattJi. X. 23. ^ Adis viii, 4, & fcq, ? Ibid, viii, 

14, & feq. 

(M) One of the chief inflru- he met them ; purfuant to which, 
mencs of this new perfecution he made a terrible havock among 
was the young Saui mentioned a them, without regid-d to quality, 
little higher,wha,obferving with age, or fex, till, being himfelf 
What zeal the fanhedrin endca- miraculoufiy converted in the 
voured to crufh the ' growing midft of his bloody career, as he 
church, got a commifiion from was going to Damafcm, lie be< 
them to feize, bind, and impri- came as zealous a pi um uter of 
fon, all its members, where-ever it (2}. 


(2) ASts viii. 9, fif* 


to 
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to that dignity, ffe departed for Antioch^ bis capital \ Soon 
after this a tumult happened at Samaria^ in wbichP/A?/^ aAed 
with fuch arbitrarinefs and cruelty, that it proved a main ftep 
to his ruin. A certain impoflor had appeared there, fomc 
think the Simon lately mentioned, who perfuaded the Samari^ 
tam^ that, if they would repair to their facred mount Gariz^ 
%im (for fuch they held it above all mountains, as we have 
often fccn in this chapter), he would direct them to the facred 
vefllls, which Mofci had formerly buried there. The credu- 
lous people came in (hoals armed to him, and encamped be- 
fore a village called Tirathaba^ waiting for others to join them 
there, till they could make a fufEcicne body to go up and take 
pofleflion of the pretended holy treafure. Pilate^ who had 
timely nonce of it, fent a ftrongbody of horfeand foot, who 
attacked them with fuch fury, that they killed a great num- 
ber of thofe deluded wretches, took many of them pnfoners, 
and difperfed the reft , after which he ordered thofe of the beft 
rank and quality to be behcaleJ without mercy or delay. The 
Samaritans had immediately recourfe to l^ttellius^ and com- 
plained of the maftacre done among them, aifuring him at the 
fame time, that their aflembling in aims was not with a ledi- 
tious view, but to fecure thcmfclves from the intolerable op- 
preffions of the ycwijh goveinor. Vitellius^ who Was well ac- 
quainted with his cruel and rapacious chat aiSer, upon this com- 
plaint, difpatched his friend Aiarcellus to take the governmciit 
of yudaa upon him, and fent orders to Pilate to repair imme- 
diately to RomCy there to anfwer the Samaritans accufatioii 
before CeefuPs tribunal. Pilate was forced to obeyi but, being 
detained by contrary winds, Tibet lus was dead before he could 
reach Rome, This depoiition, which was but the forerunner 
of much greater evils to that cruel oppreflor, happened in the 
tenth year of his tyrannic government * (N). 

During 

» Conf. Joseph, antiq. 1 . xv. 14. & xviii. 6. Antiq. 

ibid. c. s. 

(N) The afls of Pilate have fathers ( 3), and have been aa 
made fo much noife among the ftrenuoully oppofed or defended 
learned, that it will doubclefs be by learned moderns (4). IciSBems 
expefted we fhould give our Eng» indeed very probable, that every 
/f/i readers fomc idea of them, governor of a province of the 
iince they are fo confidently quo> Koman empire was obliged to 
ted by a great number of antient fend an account, at leaft, of the 

(3) Debitvtd yufi. Matt, apoL ii. 7 ’ertul, apoL v. Eufeh, eech btft, /. li. 
r. 2. OnJ, I vn. t. 4. Cb*^f ft, Epifban, bar, 50. Turon fif at, mulu 

(4) Eld, ittt, at, CafauboB, txetut, lo. Bonn, annaU Fabric^ apocrypb, N. T, 
^ at, ab to wot, 

mod 



^ Hifiify of the jm. 

During tbefe tnnMfiojM in Judsea^ Hered had been car^ 


rying on bis uniucoefifiti war 

/ 

moft material tranfaftioti$ that 
liappened in his time s and, if fo, 
the crucifixion, of a perfon of the 
Me(fiah*s character, through che 
tumultuous malice of che JinAttf 
and contrary to Pilatds own in- 
clination, was of too iignal a na- 
ture not to be tranfmitced to 
Romi by him, though but to dif- 
culpate himfelf of that unjufi 
deed, and to throw all the odium 
or It on the fanhedrin. 

It is true, thofe a^s that have 
been tranfmitted to us vary in 
many particulars, according to 
the (everal hands they have pafied 
through ; and fome of them 
carry fuch a face of forgery, 
that they cannot be reafonably 
fuppofed the fame with thoie 
%vhich thofe antient writers fpeak 
fi^pofitively of^ and have given 
us fuch feemingly authentic frag- 
ments of. So that to conclude 
them all to, be forged by fome 
pious zealots, is to carry feepti- 
cifm beyond its due bounds. For 
who can think, that men oi fuch 
lenfe, learning, and integrity, as 
the apologiils were, ihould dare 
to appeal to thofe records in fa- 
vour of the periecuced Chrillians, 
which, if once found to be forged, 
muft have done their caufe the 
greateft prejudice f How could 
they (peak of them, not only as 
of tkinea commonly known and 
ackmowTeged, but with the fame 
emtMsnset and feemiog exaftnefs, 
0|i If they had feen them, con* 
mlted, and copied them out of 
their archives ? Is it not more 
reafonahle to believe, that there 


a^nft Antaiy of which we 
have 

were Inch records, tho*gr!evoufly 
blended and corrupted in thofe 
after-ages, which, through the 
bafcncis of arch-heretics, and the 
blind zeal of others, produced 
fuch numbers of other apocry- 
phal writings ? Eufebsus tells us, 
that even the pagans did, in the 
beginning of che fourth century. 
Crump up a new account of the 
a£la Pilati (^), doubtleft to op- 
poTe to thofe cited by Jufitn and 
Ttriullian in i\it foregoing one. 
Another mongrel ie£t,called 
tuordecimam^ had likewile a fet 
of them quite different from the 
reft, and from which, Epiphanins 
cells us (6), they defendra (bme 
of their tenets. Ami where is 
the wonder, that records of fuch 
an important nature ihould be cor- 
rupted and altered, by defigoing 
men, fo long after ? Is it not ra- 
ther a greater one, that thofe of 
the two apologifts above-men- 
tioned, who wrote as if they had 
the authentic copies of the true 
ones before their eyes, (bould 
have been preferved to us? We 
(hall now give our readers the 
fubfiance of what relates to our 
Saviour in as few words as we 
can. 

Pilate to Ttberiutg Sec. 

** 1 have been forc^ to con- 
fenc at length to che crucifixion 
of Jefus Chrift, to prevent a 
tumult from the Jews ; tho* 
it was very much againft my 
will. For the world never 
faw, nor probably will, a man 
of fuch extraordinary piety 
and uprightnefs. But the high- 


»a5 


(iJ A !>• r.4> (6) Btenf, 50, 

Voj.. X. S f 


« piieft 
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hvrt already Tpoken ; and Tibgrius^ tbted at the fucceTs of the 
latter, had lent exprefs orders to Viullius to invade his coun* 
try, and either to take him prifonec, or fend his head to 
Rome. Vitellius^ in his march into Arabia^ defigned to have 
paired through Judaa \ but waft happily^diverted from it by 
VitelHus the Jtwijh heads, on account of the Roman ftandards. Upon 
ex^Herodthis condefcenlion Herod and he came to Jerufalem^ where 
€ome to they were highly honoured, and ofFered the ufual facrifices, and 
Jerufa- removed Jonathan from the priefthood, to give it to his bro- 


prieft and fanhedrin fulfilled in 
it the oracles of their prophets, 
and of our fibyls. Whilil he 
hung on the crofs, an horrid 
darknefs, which covered the 
earth. Teemed to threaten its 
total end. His difciples, who 
pretend to have feen him rife 
from the dead, and afeend 
into heaven, and acknowlege 
him for their Goo (7), ftill 
fubfiA; and, by their excel- 
lent lives, fhew themfelves 
the worthy difciples of fo ex* 
traordinary a Mailer.^ I did 
what I could to fave him from 
the malice of the JeiMs ; but 
the fear of a total infurreflion 
made me facrifice him to the 
intereftand peace of your em- 
pire,” fsfr. 

There is nothing in all this 
that can appear inconfidenc with 
the charadler of fuch a governor 
as Pilate was, if we except his 
faying there, that Chrift’s death 
had been foretold by the prophets 
and fibyls j but Jofepb of Art- 
matbea, when he went to beg his 
body, might in all likelihood in- 
ibrm him of ti^ one^ and the 
ocher he might eic..er know, or 
be told by fome of his own peo- 
ple. As for the re^, the fear he 
•was in of being called to an ac- 
count for his ttijuft fencence 


might make him the more dili* 
gent in fending fuch a favourable 
relation of the cranfaflion, as 
might bell prejudice that caprici- 
ous emperor in his favour. Some 
apocryphal writings tell us, that 
he was forced to do it in his juf- 
tilication ; and that Tiberius^ who 
had long lingered under a decay, 
which eluded the Ikill of hisphy- 
ficians, had been advifed to fend 
for Jefus from Judaa^ to cure 
him by his miracilous power* 
They add, that, when he received 
this account from Pilate^ he 
only highly refented it from him, 
but much more from the Jewifo 
fanhedrin, whofe court he ordered 
the former todemolilh, that be- 
ing the only place where they 
were allowed to fit in council,thac 
they might never more pronounce 
another fentence from it. But 
this flory we would be far from 
putting on the level with the 
a^s of Pilate in point of evidence. 
As for chat pnetor, there is no 
record what became of him after 
his being fent to Rme. Only an 
ancient tradition, fupported by 
feme feeming aotbentic 
mrnts, fays, that he was bliufhed 
to Vieme in Daopbinly whete his 
mifery forced him to kill himfeif 
with his own fword. 


(7) Thejt hft are mfy in Trrai/. ^ Eufib^uht fifira* 


ther 
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tter TbiophUtUK Here they received the news of 7ibert0s*$ 
deaths and of the inftallation of the emperor of which Tibeniu 
a fuller account (hall be given in its proper place : and 
ftaid to receive the oath of fidelity from the people to the* new ^ Caius, 
emperor. Jerufalm was the fim eailcrn city, it feems, thit 
heard the news of his fucceflioii, and oiFered up facrifices for 
him Hy this time, Artabams having fucceeded Aretas in 
Arabia^ Vttellius went and made an alliance with him near the 
Euphrates^ where Herod gave them a magnificent entertain- 
ment under a ftately pavilion, which he had reared for that 
purpofe near the banks of that river. Roman general Tent 
immediately an account of this tranra6lion to the emperors 
and was furprifed to find by his anfwer, that Herod had been 
beforehand with him, and had acquainted him with all the 
particulars of it ; for which he bore him a mortal grudge ever 
after ®. 

All this while the Chriftian church increafed to a furpri- 
fing degree, not only in Judauy but in all other parts of the James 
worlds to which the apoftles themfelves, after having \thbiJhopof 
James the Lefs bifliop of that of Jerufalem (O), difperfed jerufa- 

tbem- 

Antiq. ibid. c. 8. Vid. & Dio. 1 . lix. * Vid. Philo. 

^egat. ad Caiunu ^ Joseph, k Dio, ubi fupra. 


(O) When this choice or in- 
ftallation was made, whether 
immediat^y after the de- 
feent of the Holy Ghofl, or 
after the death of the proto- 
martyr, or in any intermediate 
fpace between, is not ea^ to 
guefs ; and that he was made bi- 
ihop of Jerujalemy and thac this 
metropolis was made the firft 
Chri^an fee, we havp not from 
any facred writers, but from the 
fiithers (8),andantient traditions 
and both add, that he wore a 
. golden plate on his forehead, pro- 
Jihbly in imitation of x\iejrwijh 
"b^h-prieft (9). It is ftippoM, 
botth St. Petery and t>e two 
Iona of Zebeehif gaye him the 
preference of being the firft bi^ 


fhop, on account of his being fo 
nearly related to Chrift. For he 
was the fon of Cleophas or Al^ 
pbeus^ the brother of the blef- 
fed Virgin, from whom be was 
therefore his firll coufin, and 
hence called his brother, accord* 
ing to the Hebrew cuftom ( 1 ). 

This his preference is further 
confirmed by his being mentioned 
by the apoftle before Peter and 
Johity who are there called the 
two other pillars of the church 

(2) ; and ^cially by his fitting 
as prefident at the^rft councilac 
Jerufalem^ when the quefttoa 
about the circiimcifion of the hea- 
then .fonverts was condemned 

(3) . Por thpre having 
opened the j^oint CO ihcafiembly. 


(8) Ckm* Altxandr* Hegefip> Esifb. ecei, bifi* 1. ii« e, S. Kpipban, burtf, 
20. (9) D€ W* iii* p* 80* jSd fit* (i) Crii/ffr. 

i, 19. Jofipb. antif, /. xjL. r« 8. (a) Geiat, li, 9, (3) ABo 
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themfelveSy cither about or fdon after this time. It is but of 
our province, not only to follow them out of Judaa^ but 
even to enter into many tranfa^io^of theirs within it, which 
have no concern with the 'JtwiJh hiftory we arc upon. Sudi 


and Faul and Barnabas related 
the main particular of their con- 
verAon, James Hood up, and 
fummed up the whole debate ; 
and, having delivered his own 
opinion, and backed it with Scri- 
pture authority, he gave the de- 
finitive fentence, which was af- 
fented to by the reft (3). 

The fathers above-mentioned 
fpeak very much of his great 
fandlity, mortified life, miracles, 
for which he was furnamed, 
by Jews as well , as Chriftians, 
The Juft. I’hey add, that he 
had alio that of Obltah or Oph- 
liah given him, which fignifies 
the fortrefs of God ; and that he" 
was even allowed to enter into 
that part of the temple which 
was only permitted to the priefts, 
tiiough he was not of that order, 
and that the people crouded 
about him, to kifs the hem of his 
garment (5}. 

Baronins quotes a ftory out of 
the Talmud (6), That a Jew^ 
named Eleazary having been bit 
by a venomous ferpent, James 
was lent for to cure him in the 
name of Jefus the fon of the car- 
penter, which was llrenuoufly 
oppofed by a JewiJh rabbi there 
■prefent; and that, whilft they 
were debating about the lawful- 
nefs of the the venom grew 

to fuch an head, that the patient 
died ; upon which the-ftiffbccked 
rabbi congratulated him for dying 
without breaking the rules Ox the 
, JiwiJh doftors* \ , 

Some apocry phal writing® were 
atrribntcd to St. , 


condemned by the church, which 
receives none but the epiftle that 
bears his name, and which hO is 
fuppofed to have written a little 
before his death, which happened 
about the year of Chritt 62 5 
when, his great fanftity having 
rendered him obnoxious to Ana^ 
nus the fon of Annas the high- 
rieft mentioned in the gofpel, 
e drew him into the following 
fnare. He fent for him to de- 
clare to the miftaken people 
what they ought to think of Je- 
fus, concerning whom they had, 
he pretended, conceived fome 
wrong notion. For the better 
conveniency of his being heard, 
he was placed in foihc gallery, 
or high balcony of the temple, 
where the people from below in-c, 
quired of him concerning the cru- 
cified Jefus ; to which the good 
old bifiiop anfwered. That Jefus. 
whom you crucified, fits now at 
the right hand of God. 

As the populace below were 
of the JcwiJh leaven, the priefts 
and pharifees, that headed them, 
expedled them to have broken 
cut into invedlives and blafphe- 
mies, inftead of which they all 
broke out into hofannahs to him ; 
upon, which the chiefs cried out. 
The Juft to his furftame, 
is alfe in the delufion, a^d ordered 
him to be thrbvtm Keadlbngdown. 
Hi^fall not having nii^ end 
of him, they overwndined him 
withftones, whilft he prayed to 
God for them, for iVhich pne jbf 
them came and knckriced liis 
brains out with a club {7}. ' 


(4) A&i XV. 

i. 



Hiercn, in 
r. SJ. 

US 
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lk$ the!f councils hel4 at Jerufalm^ their converts^ miracles^ 
ordination of bifhops, and many more of that kind ; which 
r^arding only the hrft propagation and planting of the Chri- 
fiian churchy we (hail refer our readers for them to thofe 
Ohriftian annali(by> hiftoriansy and other authors, who have 
written on the fubjeft, and which art; too numerous, and too 
well known to need being mentioned in the notes. 

That we may therefore refume and finifli our hiftory 
without any further digreillon, we (hall conclude what relates 
to the Chriftian church with the miraculous converiion of 
iJorneliui the Roman centurion, the firflr-fruits of that of the 

f entile world ; becaufe it is there that we formerly fixed the 
nal departure of the poor remains of the fewifo feeptre or 
power We there obltrved, after the learned Mr. Mede^ 
that the words of Jacob might, and, by the event, ought to 
be read, Thefeeptre Jhall not depart^ &t. ////Shiloh come^ and 
to him the nations be gathered ; which could not therefore be 
totally removed, till this promifed converfion of the gentiles 
was in feme meafure accomplifhed. It had indeed begun to 
dwindle long before, but there were ftill fome remains left ; 
thev were ftill governed by their own laws ; their fanhedrin 
had Hill a great power, even of life and death, as weobferved 
in the cafe of St, StepJjen, But from this time it was fo cur- 
tailed ancl reduced, that no footdep was to be feen of it, 
even before the laft fiege of Jerufalemy which was to give 
^ the finifhing firoke to that and feveral noble prophecies ; and, 
as this converfion of the Roman centurion was to uflier in a 
new and fingular epoch, it is no wonder it was accompanied 
wich fudh remarkable and miraculous circumftances (P). 

We 

^ See before, vol. iii. p. 317, Sc feq. Sc not. 


(P) Of this fort were the ex- 
traordinary piety and charity of 
that new profely te, and the vifion 
that appeared to him, and direfled 
him where to fend for Peter, 
who was to preach Chrift to him ; 
the furprifing vifion which that 
apofUe had about the lame time ; 
the explanation and the command 
Avhich he received from the Spi* 
ritj the great readinefs with which 
Cornelius^ and his company, re- 
ceived the word preached ; and 
their ;beiiig endowed with the ex- 
traordinary gifts of the Holy 
Ghofi, even before their baptifin. 


All which arc fo well known, 
that we ihall not dwell longer 
upon them ; but only obferve, 
that there was a farther necefllty 
of fome fuch extraordinary and 
miraculous circumllaiices to de- 
termine Peter, and fatisfy the rell 
of the apolUes, ^d J^iJh con- 
verts \ fmee ,ic plainly appears, 
that, notwithUanding Chrill's re- 
peated commiiTion to them to 
cdnvert 'all nations, yet they fo 
little dreamt of the heathen being 
to be brunght into this (bid, that 
the former would never have gone 
to profely td this or any other hca- 
S f 3 then, 



^3^ TBe fif/fy Jdirs. Bill. 

We return now to the Jncfs^ wbo>' foon after the death of 
MaruIIas Ttberim^ received a new governor from iJeme, named MaruU 
^caedi lus^ inftead of Pontius Filato^ or rather of Marcellutf. to 
Pilate i» whom the care of Judaa bad been committed after hbdepo*- 
Judsa. fition. At the fame time Caius Caligula gave his old friend 
Jgrtppay the fon of Jrijlobulus^ and grand fon of Herod the 
Agrippa Greats of whom we have formerly fpoKen the tetrarebyof 
promoted his late uncle Philips and added to it that of Abylene in Syria^ 
by Caias, which had formerly belonged to Lyfanias. Agrippa^ whom 
St. Luke calls by the common name of Herod p, had been 
brought up at Rome with Drufus the fon of Tiberius ; and, by 
his extreme generofity, or rather profufenefs, had gained him* 
felf many friends at court ; but they were of the courtly 
mould. For after Drufus* % death, the emperor having removed 
all the friends of that young prince from him, left they (hould 
His former the memory of his fon, Agrippa found himfelf reduced 

poor condi* jq the greateft extremities, indebted over head and ears, peny- 
tios. and almoft friendlefs. In this condition he came into 

Judeea^ and (hut himfelf up in a caftlc in Idumea^ refolvlng 
through fhame, vexation, and mifery, to ftarve himfelf to 
death- His wife Cyprus ^ the daughter of Phafael^ did what 
file could to affift him ; wrote to his ftfter in his behalf ; and 
thefe two furniflied him with fomc prefezu fubfiftence, but all 
. too little for a prince of his extravagant temper. To this He* 
rod^ Herodias*^ huiband, added fome further favours, made him 
a magiftrate of Tiberias^ and affifted him with fome hnall funis. *' 
But this kindnefs was foon at an end ; and, having one 
day upbraided him with it at fome banquet, Agrippa^ who 
could not brook the affront, retired to Flatcus governor of 
Syriuy where he had not ftaid long before he difobliged himi 
and was forced to retire again into Italy, After many other 
rubs and misfortunes, which the reader may feen in JoJephus % 
he was at length, through the ill offices of one of his fr^ed- 
men, thrown into prilbn, and loaded with chains, by Tibe- 
rius, He continued in this rnfferablecondition till that prince's 
death, when Caius^ with whom he had formerly contraAed 
an intimate friendfiiip, fent for him from his prifon to his 

• See before, pag. 443. (N). r Afbxii. i,4;fcq. 

^ Anciq. L xvi^, c. 7. 

A' , „ 

then, nor the reft have been pa- entrahee was to be thereby opened 
cilied for his fo doing, if thjefe to the reft of the gentile world 
remarkable occurrences had not (8). 
reminded them, that , . happy 

(8) Do hoemd^ ftf xi* fd oUk 

own 
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awn palace, arrayed him in purple, exchanged his iron chain ^if$d 
for one of gold of the, fame weight, put a dMem on his head,/riw hit 
and gave him the two tetrarchics above-mentioned, with the imprijfn^ 
tide of Icing. Jgrippa did not, however, come immediately 
into his new dominions i but continued about a year longer at kf 
Rme with the new emperor. ^ He oh*^ined at length leave of 
him to come and vifit his Jtwl/b territories, and to fet things 
in the beft order, and took Egypt in his way. He embarked ^brilt4i. 
at Puteoli at the end of and came a few dajs alter in 
fight of Alexandria. The magnificence of his entry into that 
city, though he chofe to make it in the night, to avoid its*^ ^ 
being too much obferved, drew the envy of the AUxandrianSy 
who could not behold this new upflart JewtJh king in fuch 
fplendor, without offering fevcral indignities to him, though at Affronted 
a diflance \ and Flaccus their governor, who was no lover of at Alex- 
the not only winked at it, but beheld it with a fecret andria. 

pleafure. He was likewife there informed of the indirect 
means which Flaccus had taken to render the Jewifl) nation 
odious to the emperor. All which made him willing to leave 
the place as foon as poflible. I'he great oppreffions, pcrfecu- Jews /rr- 
tions, and honid butcheries, which the Alexandrian Jews fecuted at 
fuffered from this bafe governor, for refufing to worfbip the Alexan- 
new-*made emperor, and his behaviour to the embafladors, dria. 
fent to hTm to reprefent their loyalty in all other cafes that 
were confiftent with their law, are out of our province ; the 
•reader may fee a full account of it in Philo above- mentioned ^ ; 
and we fhall fee by-and-by, that thofe of Judaa were like to 
have fuffered as much from him, though they had fuch a pow* 
erful advocate as king Agrippa to intercede for them, had not 
Caius^s death put an happy period to his impious projeA of 
being acknowieged as a deity. 

Whilst thefc horrid cruelties were ailing at Alexandria^ 

Agrippa j who had left that city to get into his new kingdom, 
took care to acquaint the emperor with them, who difpatched 
Baffus immediately to feize that bloody governor, and bring 
him to Rome^ where lie was ftripped of all his-riches, banifhed Flaccus’/ 
into an illand of the Archipelago^ and at length put to death crueltiee 
there. pmijhed. 

In the mean time Herod Antipas^ vp^hobad formerly treated Herod 
Jprippa with fuch contempt, could not now b^old his glory, AntipasV 
and his being in fuch favour with Caligula^ witnouc thedeepeft ambition^ 
envy. His wife, an barugbty woman, could not brook, that 
be mould be contented with the bare title of tetrarch, whilft 
her brother was now raifed to that of a king ; and did not 1 
ceafe teizing him, till fhe made him take a journey to Romey 

' In Fhccttm. 

S f 4 to 
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and efwy to obtala the lame title ffom the emperor* She tven accowl* 
againfi panicd him thither, in hopee that her prefcncc would greatly 
Agrippa. influence that monarch ; but Jgrippa^ who was timdy ac- 
quainted with their ambitious defigns, had taken care to fend 
Accufed to thither one of his freedmen, named Fortunatusj to accufe /ft- 
Caiua. rod of having had an hand in Sejanus*$ late confpiracy, and, as 
a proof of it, to mention the arfenals which he bad filled with 
arms fufficient to furniih feventy thoufand men. As foon 
therefore as Herod was entered into the prefence of, and had 
paid his refpe6ts to, the emperor, Fortunatus prefented him 
with Agrtppa\ letter. Caius^ having read it, afkcd Kerod 
whether he had really fuch a great referve of arms. He was 
forced to confefs it ; upon which he was ftripped of bis te- 
tanijhed. trarchy, and fent into banilhment to Liom in France, Caius 
underftanding, however, that Herodias was Jgrippa^s fiftcr, be 
offered to pardon her, and to procure her the payment of all 
the fums Ihc had lent her brother ; but fhe refufed his genero- 
fity, and, fince flic had been the caufc of her hufband’s dif- 
grace, (he chofe to accompany him, and to (hare the fame fate 
with him (QJ j upon which Caius gave both his tctrarchy, and 
all his treafure, to Agnppa^ after lierod had enjoyed the for- 
mer forty- three years*. 

In the mean time Catus^ having taken it into his head to 
caufc his ftatue to be fet up in the very fanduary of the tem- 
^ pie, fent orders to Peiromus, then governor of Syriu^ to fee; 

executed, and to have a number of troops ready to prevent 
lews obftruftion from the Jews. Petroniusy who knew the 

^ Year of thefc, as well as the impetuofity of his mafter, could 

Chr. 39. ^et about fuch a command without fomc dread ; and, to 
gain time, fent for the beft ftatuaries and materials fiom di- 
CaiusV flant parts, whilft he gathered his army into the neighbourhood 
fiatue ar~ of Ptolemais. This laft action having alarmed the nation, he 
was forced to tell them the orders he had received; upon 
reared in which hc was addrcffed by all the beads of the Jewsy who in 
the temple. 

< Antiq. lib. xviii. c. 9. Vid. & Dio, lib. li.x. Philo, ubi 
fupra, 

tells us elfcwhcrc, Agrippa czmt to this lall place, 
that he was baniihed into Spain and made fome flay in it. This 
(9), and that ne died there s fo was the Herod to whom Chrifl 
that he mufl either I ave fled thi- was brought before his death, and 
ther afterwards, or, which is ufed with fuch extraordinary con- 
more likely, he was fent thither tempt (i). 
from lioffh when Cains and 

(d) Beil, JuJ, I, a, r* (r) xxii • 7, & fif. 

6 tho 
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the humbleft manner aiTured him, that they would (boAer ha’-» 7b» Jcw^ ' 
zaitl the lofs of all that was dear to them, even their lives, 9f- 
than fuiFer their temple to be thus profaned. The governor 
ftrove to bring them into a eoittpliance, by reminding them 
of the danger of their oppofing, or of his not obeving, the 
emperor’s command, and that their reinbnee would be inter- 
preted as a downright rebellion. They anfwered him, that 
the prayers and facrifices they offered daily for the emperor 
were a fufiicient token of their loyalty. However, added they, 
we are fo far from defigning to rife in arms upon this occaffon, 
that we will fuiFer ourfelves to be, butchered in the moil cruel 
manner ; and this will be all the rcfiftancc you will meet from 
us, if you go on with your defign. 

Soon after thi&, jlrijhbnlus the brother of Agrtppa^ ac- Ariftebu- 
companied with fome of the royal family^ came to Petronins^ 1“® inter- 
and begged that they might have leave to try to mollify the 
emperor by an embaffy, and that he would fecond it with 
letter to that monarch in their behalf. Petronius at length 
confented to write to the emperor, but forbad them to fend any 
embaffy, or let their reluctance be fo much as rufpeCted at the 
Roman court. He wrote accordingly to the emperor, that he 
had met with difficulties in the execution of his orders, thro’ Petronins 
want of prppcr hands ; and that the ftatue, which he defigned exatfes kh 
(hould be a maflerpicce of its kind, was not yet reared, becaufe delay. 
he feared left the taking fo many men from their other labours, 
mould bring a fcarcity on the land, and lower the tribute ; with 
fuch other reafons, which, inffead of appealing, greatly exafpe- 
rated the jenTperor. He was juft reading the letter, and in the 
height of his refentnient, when king who was thenAgrlppi 

at Rome^ came into his prefence. He was greatly furprifed to addrejfts 
fee fuch a mixture of paffions in his looks and geftures, and the nnpf- 
began to fear he had cither offended, or been in fome way w in f<n- 
mifreprefented to him ; when Caius^ who cafily obferved h\$*vouraftbe 
difordcr, broke the fccret to him in words to this cflFeCl : Your J^ws. 
*Jewi/h fubjeAs are ftrange creatures, to refufe to acknowlege 
me for a god, and to provoke my refentment againft them ; 

I had commanded the ftatue of Jupiter to be fet up in their Caius’jr#- 
temple, and they have, it feems, oppofed it, and raifed a 
of univerfal infurreClion. 

At thefe words Agrippa^ like one thandesftruck, after 
having in vain tried to keep himfelf up, fell into a fwoon, and 
was ciirried off into his own palace, where he continued in 
that condition till the third day, when, having uken a little Agrippa'i 
fuftenance, he fet himfelf about writing to the emperor iJncp^jettc 
letter which the reader may fee at length in Jofephus Sand the letter to 

him, 

^ Anciq. lib. xviii. cap. it. Vkfe U legat. ad Caium. 

« fubftance 
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fubAanee of it in the note (R). Caius^ inftead of being moved 
at the king’s coneer n, rather the more exafperated againft 
the Jiws^ and againft him^ for his concern for fueh an ungrate*- 
ful race, as he calM them, whom all hb favours could not 
work into a compliance to his will. However, he began to 
relent, when he read the letter ; and Agrippa^ who diew a 
Virata- good omen even from his not anfwering it, took the liberty 
grm to invite him to a fumptuous entertainment, which Caius^ 
iain bis y^ho really loved him, cafily accepted. Here the JewiJh king, 
having well warmed his gueft with wine, began to extol the 
great and fignal favours he had heaped upon him ; and, by his 
large encomiums, and expreffions of gratitude, found means 
to get a frefh promife of whatever he Ihould afk. To this 

(R) He began with juftifying for him : That, as to the temple 
the love he had exprdfled for his of that metropolis, it had teen 
own country in their laft inter- highly reverenced by Augujlus^ 
view, and to which he was Tiiertust and many others of his 
bound, not only by the law of ancellors, for whofe memory he 
nature, but even by thofe of his profeffed a fmgalar honour, and 
own religion, he being defeended whole pious condufi, he hoped, 
from a race of fuch noble ance- he would imitate upon this occa- 
ilors, as had, daring a long fe- fion ; That, as to himfelf, the 
ries of fucceffions, enjoyed the re- greateft favours he nhad heaped 
gal and pontifical dignity ; for fo upon him would only increafe his 
he really was by his grandmother unhappinefs, if he did not think 
Mariamne^ the beloved wife of fit to grant him this laft : That 
Herod the Greats who was of the it was impofiible for him to out- 
race of the A/monean princes, as live the profanation of that facred 
we have often hinted in feme for- place, and the diigrace and rum 
iner fefUons. of his nation. 

He went on with acquainting He concluded with reminding 
him, that he chofe to intercede him, that he (hould be juftly 
for his own nation in writing, ra- efteemed a traitor to both, if he 
ther than by word of mouth, as ihould be wanting in uibg his 
he thought it the moft refpeftfal utmoft intereft at this junfture ; 
way of (he two i and that the and that the world would not fail 
many fignal favours he had re- to chink him difcarded of his im- 
ceived from him, gave him perial favour, if he did not fee- 
grounds to hope, that he fhould ceed in a petition of clus nature, 
now obtain a favour, which would This long and pathetic letter was 
coft him noticing, but would be immediately fcaled, and fent to 
efteemed by the Jews as the the emperor s and waited 

gmteft he could befbwon them: with the utmoft impatience for 
That Jerufalem could, not butte an anfwer, but in vain i Cam, 
thought worthy of his regard, though mollified by it, not vouch* 
fince it was the firft city of the fafing Cotake the leaft notice of 
eaft which had proclaimed him it to him. 
emperor, and offered op facrifices 
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jfgrifpa anfwered, Since ttU your pleafure to add this aew fa- 
vour to all the reft, I will beg for Aicb an one as will at once 
bean irrefragable proof of your goodneft to me, and draw a 
plenty of heavenly bleffings upon your head ; and that is, that 
you will lay afide your.refafution of fetting up the ftatue in 
the temple of Jerufalem. Thb petition « which fhewed not 
only the greateft difintereftednefs, but alfo the moft unfeigned 
Ipve for his country and religion, even at the hazard of his life, 
had fueb an efFe£l on that emperor, that he wrote immediately 
to his governor, that, if his ftatue was not already fet up, he 
fliould forbear doing it j adding, that he had altered his del^n CaiasV 
out of fricndfliip to Jgrippa, However, the lightnefs of his 
temper foon made him repent of his complaifance to him ; fo 
that he defigned to have made a fecond attempt, unknown to 
him. At the fame time his refentment againfi Pitronius being 
kindled afreih, he fent him an order to difpatch himfelf ; but 
Caius was allkffinated time enough to prevent either mifchief 
taking effe£l “ (S). 

Agrippa^ who was ftill at Rme^ did not a little contribute AgjrippaV 
to thefuccei&on of Claudius (T) ; in confideration of whicb,this ^ 
laft confirmed to him all Caligula*^ grants, gave him Judaa^ Rome. 

* 

i^^Antiq. ubi fupra. Sveton. in Caligul. 

(S) Daring this interval, be- this eleftion between tb^ new em* 

fiSes the raging perfecution in peror and the fenate, is not moch 
Alexandria^ there happened fome to his honour, and was more be- 
others in other places, and upon coming a confummate courtier 
other accounts, particularly in than a king (3), as we (hall fee 
Mefopotamia and BahyUn. But in the Roman hiftory. But the 
we choofe to refer our readers for wonder will ceafe, when we re- 
them to Jofipbus {z), rather than member, that hehad been brought 
fwell this hiftory with things that up at that court, had fpent moft 
happened out of Palatine, of his life there, and that the va- 

le will be fufticient to ob&rve rious viciffitudes his fortune had 

here, that, as the Jrws in other formerly led him through, wonld 
parts withftbod the preaching of not fufter him to be over-nice at 
thegorpeY,where-evertheapoftIes fuch a juncture, when his kitig- 
and primitive * converts brought dom and all depended upon his 
it, and with the fame vehemence fccuring thefriendlhip of the next 
asthoftof PaA^/ffr,theyfeldom, fucceflbr. In otbflr things be 
if ever, failed (haring in their j>u- really a^ed in a quite diiTerent 
aUbm^nt. . ebarafter, as the fequel will 

(T) It mufi be owned, that (hew. , . 

the prt which Agrippa aifted in 

( 2 ) Antiq^ nbi ftfra^ c$ iSi perti$% (\) Jofsfbt 8 

fupra iUjst* 

Sa- 
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CUttdius’i Samaria, and the Ibuthern parts of Uumea, entered into a 
fritndjhip folemti alliance with him» and made feveral edi£ls in famur 
of the At his reeueOr, he gave likewife the kingdom 

of Chalets to his brother Her$d^ who was alfo his fon-in-law ; 
Jgrippa had the honours of the confallliip, and Her^d thofe 
of the pr<Ttor(hip, conferred upon them ; both were intiticd 
to enter into the (cnatc, and to pay their compliments to the 
r emperor in Greei^ which was ufually done in Latin All 
thefe grants were engraven on copper, and fet up in the capi* 
tol ; thus was Jlgrippa ratfed to the height of glory, his 
territories extending to the far theft limits of his grand lather 
Herod the Greats and his power and credit with the fenate 
being much greater than bis, when at the higheft pitch. 

He returned foon after into his kingdom, where he (hewed 
a more extraordina^ attachment to the JewiJh religion, than 
any of his predecifTors, and began with the folemn perform- 
ance of the vow of Na 7 Mreat^\ after which he caufed the 
golden chain, which Cairn had given him, to be hung up in 
one of the mod confpicuous parts of the temple, to be a mo- 
nument to pofterity of the inftability of human affairs. He 
depofed Theophilus from the high-priefthood, and gave it to 
Simon Cantharas the fon of Boethus* He divefted him of it 
foon after, to beftow it on Jonathan the fon of Annas, who 
had already enjoyed it after Caiaphas ; but he rhodeftly re- 
fufed it, telling the king, that he thought himfelf fufHciently 
honoured to have once enjoyed that dignity ; upon which^ it 
was given to his brother Matthias y. 

Agrippa was not only a zealous obferver of the JewiJh re- 
ligion, but he was likewife an excellent prince, delighting in 
a£bof generofity and clemency (U). . He had been at an 
immenfe charge in building, beautifying, and fortifying, a 
new quarter on the north (ide of the city, which he oalled 
Year of Bezetha, or the new city, and in procuring the emperor’s 
Chrift 43. leave to furround it with a ftrong wall, which if he had ob- 
tained, would have rendered that metropolis impregnabte. 
But Vivius Marfus, who had this year fucceeded Peirmut in 
the government of Syria, reprefented the danger of fueh.a 
delign, which had already been carried on to fome f^rward- 
nefs, in fuch lively colours, that Claudius imme^ately feut 
him an oid^r to defift. . 

Upon 

Antiq. 1. xix. e. 31, *4. Brfl.Jud, l.ii. c. 18. Dio. lib, 
Ir. . * DRbocirid..'yol.iil. p.68. &feq. ■ Antiq. 
ubifopn. e. 5. 6, 7< ■ 

(U) So eonitderable was be, boors, that, in one of his pro- 
andefteemed all his n6igh- gxrikuo 7 iBerias, he bad no left 

than 


Agrippa 
iomes to 
Judxa. 


His eha^ 
ra^er. 
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UpoK his return ioj 4 rufalm^ be depofed the 

fon ^ /innai from the high-pnefthood^ and gave that dignity 
to EUintaus the fon of Cithaui \ and, as he was ver3? fond of 
pleating the JewiJh nation, he be^n to perfecute the Chriftians, 
who till then feem to have been very qu:tt at JerufaUm ever 
tince St. PauV^ convertion. The iirft who fell a viAim Beheads 
to his popular zeal, was Janm furnamed Boanerges^ James the 
whom he caufed to be beheaded (W). The pleatiire which 
this action gave to the Jews^ encouraged him to imprifon ^ 
Piter alfo, with a delign to cut him ofF immediatel/ 
after the feati, which was that of the pafTover, and fell on 
that year on the firft of Aprils in the foriy-faurch year after 
Chrift. Peter was therefore ftrongly guarded, having four 
quaternions of foldters at his prifon-door, and being faftened 
hands and feet with chains to his dungeon j \vhilil: prayers were 
put up for him by all the Chritiians in and about Jerufalemy 
and obtained him a miraculous deliverance. For, on the very 
night before his detigned martyrdom, an angel came and raculoujly 
awaked him out of a found fleep, knocked oft his fetters, deli^ntred. 


than five kings, who came to 
compliment him there. I'hefe 
were Jntioebus king of Comagene^ 
Snmjigeran king of Emefa^ Cetis 
k?ng of Lejer Armenia^ PoUmon 
king of Pontus, and /ftrv</king 
of Chalets, This meeting, how- 
ever, gave fach a jealoufy, 

that he came thither himfelf; 
and, though Agrippa compli- 
mented him fo far, as to go feven 
Hades to meet him, yet that gover- 
nor commanded them all to de- 
part, and return to their refpcc- 
tive kingdoms. This aftion fo 
affronted thtjewi/h king, that 
he defired the emperor to recall 
him from his government, and 
eafily obtained it ; but Claudius 
died juft before, the orders had 
^mehed Syria (4). 

As to his clemency and gene- 
x^fity, we have a fignal inftance 
bf theiit in the cafeof one Siniou^ 
a forly fanatic lawyer, who had 
ventured to exclaim againft him 
in a public ^embly, as unfit to 

{4} Antijn /. JUK. 7i 


enter into the court of the I/rael- 
iteSf becaufe he was an Idumean 
by the father's fide. The ki^g, 
who was then at C<efarea^ only 
fent for him to the theatre, made 
him fit down by him, and, in* 
ftcad of reproving his boldnefs, 
mildly afked him, whether there 
was any thing in him, or his 
adions, which he thought con- 
trary to the Jewijh law. This 
behaviour fo molliHcd the man, 
that he anfwered him'in the nega- 
tive, approved of all he did ( for 
Agrippa was very fond of thofe 
public fhew5),and in a fubmilOve 
manner begged pardon for his 
former fpeech, which was readily 
granted to him (5). 

(W) This was nj^ the 3 ^ames 
whom we mentioned a little 
higher to have been a near rela- 
tion of Chrift, and on that ac- 
Ooonc ehofon bilhop of JerufaUm^ 
and was not martyred till many 
years after 1 but one of the Tons 
of Zihedit^ and brother of 

( 5 ) Jkid* 4dfin^ 

opened 
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opened the prifon-door, and ltd him fafe through fome of 
the ftreets of the city, and left: him to go and kek for fome 
fafe afylum ; which he accordingly did, after he had gone arid 
acquainted fome of the brethren with his miraculoua deliv^- 
ance'^ 

Soon after this difappointment, Agrippa returned to Cafa^ 
^ m, where he defigned to have exhibited fome public games 
’ in honour of Claudiui Cafar \ and was attended thither with 

a numerous train of the moft confiderable perfons, both 
Agrippa's of his own, and of the neighbouring nations. He appeared 
magnifi- early on the fecond morning of the feftival at the public thea- 
cintap* tre, in a coftly fuit artfully wrought, fo that the fun-beams, 
darting upon the filver ground of it, were refleded with fuch 
at Caefa- uncommon luftje, that the people beheld him with a kind 
of divine refpedl. He addrefled himfelf in an elegant fpcech 
Speech to to the deputies of Tyre and Sidony who had been fome time 
ihe Ty- in difgrace with him, and were now come to beg his pardon, 
tians, fsTr.. and the continuance of his favour to their refpe£live nations. 
Here the embafladors, prompted perhaps by fome of his court 
fycophants, as is ufual in fuch cafes, gave a great (bout, cry- 
ing out, that it was the voice of a god, and not of a man j 
and added fome gedures of a kind of adoration. The king, 
too fenfible of the people’s praife, approved, indead of check- 
ing, their impious flattery ; u^n which the angel of the Loi’.d 
fmote him with a dreadful difeafe under which having lin- 
Dreadful gered five days, he expired in all the mifery that can be ex- 
death^ prefled or imagined (X). He left a fon of the fame name, 

' who 

* A€ks xli. per tot. * Ibid. ver. 20, ad £n. Antiq. 

1. xix. c. 7. 

(X) The facred hiftoriau fays, owl happened to perch over hit 
that he was eaten of worms (6) ; head ; upon which a Germany 
and Jofephasy chat he was feized who was there bound wkh him, 
with fuch violent pains in his foretold him his future rife and 
heart and bowels, that he could happinefs ; but bid him take no* 
not bat reflect on the bafenefs of tice, that the next time he faw 
his flatterers, whohad but lately that bird, it would prove ominous 
complimented him with a kind to him, and that he would livebut 
of divine immortaiitf, who was five days after it ; which happened 
now going to expire in all the acoordingiy. For, whitft he was 
torments and agonies of a^mifer* applauding himfelf withtlM fhouta 
able nMNtal. v ' . ^ * and cmpweiics which 

The latter adds, ^that^^ whilft My werepaying to him, on ooca* 
he was as yet in his prifbn, an fionof his oration, the fame bird 


{5} Ani xiit 23* 
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wbo was dun but feventten yean old, and had been bron^t Year of 
up at Xfi/Ur and three daughten, Beritutt married to Hmi, Chr. 44. 
and then fixteen years of age, and A^rianmi and DtufilUt^ 
both young and unmarried, though contraSed the former to 
Juliut . irchelausj the Ton of CbauiaSf and the latter to EpU 
phams the fon of Antiochus king of Comagene* He died in 
the fifty-fourth year of his age^ and the feventh of his reign* 

Claudius was going to bellow the kingdom on his Ton, accord- v 

ing to a former promife ; but was difluaded from it by his 
courtiers, on pretence that he was too young to be trufted 
with the care of fuch a nation s upon which Judaa became Jodaea 
again a province of the empire, and Cufpim Fadus was fent mmdi a 
governor of it, with this particular order, that he (hould z€t prroiwca 
nothing in concert with Marfus ; that he fhould feverely pu- h Claa- 
nilh the inhabitants of Cafarea^ and Sebdjte or Samaria^ for 
the indignities they had offered to the memory of the late 
king (Y) ; and that he Ihould fend the troops that were kept in 
yudaa away into Pontus* But he was foon after perfuaded 
to let them abide dill in the former, which proved a fource of 
new troubles and mifenes^s It was about this time that the 
famine foretold by Agabus^ a Chrifiian prophet began to Afamwm 
\ againft which the new churches planted at Anth^^ and Judm* 
other plac&, fent the believers at Jerufalem a liberal fupply, 
by the hands of Paul and Barnabas ; whilfl: Helena queen of 
^Adiabene'^ is faid to have relieved the Jews^ and afterwards 
the Chrillians, in the pious and plentiful manner we have 
before related 

Fadus* upon his arrival in Judaa^ was forced to fupprefs padus 
the banditti, who were by that time grown very numerous 
and powerful ; and to quell an infurreclion which the Jiid»u 
had raifed againft the inhabitants of Philadelphia , which was 
the fame city with Rabbah the capital of the Ammonites In 
the mean time Claudius^ having recalled Marfus oue of re- 

^ Antiq. ubi fttpra. * xi. 27, ad ^ Vol. x, 

p. 167. dc not. ^ Antiq. 1 . xx. c. i, 8 c s. 

appeared over his head, perch* with the vileft outrages^ had 
ing upon a rope, from which he pulled down the yiatues of his 
coododed, that his life and glory three daughters from the theatres, 
was at an end (7). • and other public places, and car- 

t (Y) Theie ungrateful wretches, rted them into their public dews 1 
Aotcontenied with making die where they profiitated them in 
greatefi tdoidngs at Agriffofo fadi a manner, as is unfit to be 
death, and Uackentng his memory mentioned (S). 

( l) antif% /. xviil* c, 8< df 4 xix» r. w/r# 

ssp, s« 


(8) Anstq, hb, xxt 

fpedl 
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fpc£l to the bte king* hecji fent Caffius Longinm into that m* 
vernmcnty who came immedifitcly to JerufaUm^ and infitm 
T upon the pontifical veftments being put into his poireffion« in 

order to be kept, as formerly^ in the fortrefs of 4 ntmia. The 
Jews^ furpriM at this new demand, begged leave that they 
Year of might fend a deputation to the emperor againft tt, and did 
Chr. 45. not obtain it from that governor, till fomc of the heads of 
the nation had put their fonb as hoftages into his bands. But, 
upon the embafladors applying to Claudius^ in which they were 
backed by the young Agrippa^ they obtained a grant, that 
thofe facred robes fhould be kept in the poflcflion of the high« 
prielf, in the manner Vttelltus had granted it fix years before. 
At the fame time Iferod king of ChaLts obtained of that em- 
peror the fupenntendency of both the temple and facred trea- 
lury i together with the authority of naming whom he would 
to the pontifical dignity ; in purluance of which, he depofed 
Cantharas^ and laifecl yofepb the Ton of Camt to it. After 
Herod*^ death, young Agf ippa obtained the (ame grant for 
himfelf, and enjoyed it till the time* of the JcwtJh wart. 

During government there arolc a notable im- 

Theadas poftor, named Theudas (Z), who drew g eat numbers of the 
4attmpoftordc\\xAcd after him, bidding them tollow him beyond 

caufes an Jordan^ and promifing them, that he would divide* the waters 
infutu- of that river, as* Jojhua had done, by his Angle word. Cuf* 
^lon. plus ient fome troops of horfe and foot agaiiifl him and hir 
followers, killed fome of them, took others prifoners, and, 
iihtadid* amongft them, Hjeudas himfelf, whom he caufed to be be- 
headed, and his head to be brought to yerufalern. Tins, 
according to JA^phus^ is the mod remarkable thing that hap- 
pened during Fadus\ government 8 : he was foon after fuc- 
ceeded by Tiberius Alexander^ an apoftate yew of facerdotal 
race, and n^hew to the famous Philoy often quoted in this 
The fins of chapter^. (Jne of his firft exploits was the crucifying yames 
Judas Ga- jmj Simoriy the Tons of Judas furnamed GaUlauSy head of 

Iilxus fr«- Qaulomtijb feft, fpoken of in a former feflion ; and about 
ttjied. 

^ Anciq. 1 xx. c. i, 2. ^ Idem ibid. ** Ibid. c. 3. & 

bcl. Jud 1 . li. c. 11. 

(Z) We maft take care not to ofin a former fedtion (9); and 
confound this Theudas eA^efephus is fuppofed to be the Awe with 
with another mentioned by Sc. the fon of Essuhias mentioned 
luke^ and faid to have append by J^ephus under the name of 
juft after the death of Heredthu Jedus^ 

Greats as has been taken noAoe 


dm 


(9) Siif hfirtj p, 5ir. & (N). 
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the fame time l^rod king of Chalch^ having depofed joj^p 
the foil of Camij gave the high^priefthood to Ananias the Ton 
of ZeMeus^ and died foon after, in the eighth )^ar gf Clau- 
dius. That emperor gave his kingdom to young Agrippa^ in 
prejudice of Arijlohulus the cldeft fon of the deceaW. 

Vtntidius Cumanus fucceeded in the g 3vernment Ventidius 

of Judtea^ and it was in his time that thofe troubles began, ftntgovsr* 
which ended in the ruin of the Jewijh nation. The great nor of Ju- 
concourfe of people, which their fclHvals brought to Jerufa- daja. 
lem^ obliged the Romans at fuch times to keep a guard before 
the gates of the temple, to prevent tumults. It was now the 
paflbver, when one of the Roman foldiers upon duty had the Jews in* 
impudence to expofe his nudity to open fight : this indignity fuiudiya 
raifed the refentment of the Jews to fuch an height, that Unman 
they went and complained of it to Cumanus^ and in an info- fi^dier. 
lent manner told him, that the affront was offered by his order, 
not only to the nation, but to God. He tried at firft to ap- 
peafe them by fair means, but, finding them grow more tu- 
multuous, he ordered all his troops to come to the place ; the Year of 
fight of which alarmed them fo, that they fled in the greateft 4®* 
fright and confufion, infomuch that upwards of ten thoufand 
were ftifled to death in tlicir flight, by running over one an- 
other in the narrow paflages that led to and from the temple. " 

The copies of Eufebius and St. Jerom fay thirty thoufand.^ ‘ 

Sbon after this difafter, another happened in Samaria^ where 
fomc Galilaan Jews^ going to one of the feafls, were Infultcd, 
and one of them killed, and the reft went to complain to Cu- 
manus agafnft the Samaritans \ but he, being bribed by thefe, 
refufed to do them jufticc ; upon which the matter was Drought 
before Sluadratus governor of Syria^ who fent both parties 
to Rome^ and Cumanus with them, to anfwer for themfelves 
there (A). The Samaritans were Crtft, and condemned to 

die, 

(A) They were all fent in credit of yo\xn% jfgrippa at the 
chains thither, though they were Roman court eafily turned the 
the heads of each of the contend- fcales in fitvour of the 
ing nations. Thofe among the Thofe in Judaa had not met 
Jenujs were Annas and Jonathan^ with fo favourable judge ; and 
who had been both high-priefl&, ^uadratus, who had the power 
Ananias the prefent pontiff,* and to try and condemn even the go* 
his fon the captain of the temple, vernors themfelves, if he found 
or rather chief of the LonsUts^ tbemgutlry, though he remitted 
who were the keepers of it, with the grhnd tryal xx>Ca/ar\ court, 
ibme others. Thofe of the Sa* had caofed a great number of the 
nsaritans were likewife coniidcra- moft ilirring among them to fa^, 

He perfons, and thefe joined in- fome cruci&d, aad others 
tereft with Cumanus i but the headed, befides thofe that had 

VoL. X. T c been 
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Samari- die, Cumanus fent into banilhment, and Cel^r^ oiie of his tri- 
tansy?- bunes, who bad been involved iii the famegudc, condemned 
merely fur to be dragged through the ftreets of and then put 

to death*. . 

In the year following Claudius Felix ^ (ne brother of Pallas^ 
made pro- ^ emperor’s chief favourite, being then in Judaa^ fuc- 
^ cccdcd Cumanus in the government of it, under whom the 
^Ycar of affairs went flill fiom bad to worfe (B). The land 

Chr ca robbers and banditti, and within with falfe pro- 

phets, and pretended miracle-mongers, who were ftill blow- 
ing the coals of difeontent and fedition ; fo that there pafled 
fcarcely a day in which there was not fome dreadful execution 
— .. made upon fome of thofe mifcreants To thefc we may join 

^bificant ficarii ot affaflins (C), who committed the moft horrid 

* murders 


^ Antiq. lib. xx. c. 4, & 
1. ii. G. 12. 


^ Ibid. c. 6. Bell. Jud. 


been killed in the feveral engage- 
ments, efpecially in the canton 
of Acrobat one (l). 

(B) Jofephtts fays, that the 
Jemoijh nation, efpecially Jona^ 
than the late high-prieft, had de- 
fired him for their governor. He 
hiA been the year before chofen 
oneof the judges hy^t^dratus, in 
the dtfpute between them and the 
Samafitaos, ^nd had perhaps in- 
gratiated himfelf to them by his 
mild behaviour towards them; 
but, after he became their go- 
vernor, he behaved like a tyrant, 
ffiiff/w fays rightly of him (2), 
that he governed them with the 
arbitrarinefs of a monarch, and 
with the genius of a flave. He 
was the brother of Pallas^ and 
therefore mpde no difficulty of 
committing tAe greateff oppref- 
fions and cruelties, ^ill the flame 
broke out into an openitbellioD, 
and ended in the mofi dreadful 
ruin and mifery that ever nation 
fUr. 

(1) 4 xXi ft 


(C) Thcfe were another fort 
of robbers, who came and mixed 
themfelves among the crouds and 
aflembhes, with fhort daggers 
under their cloaks, and flabbed 
all that came near them in ope;i;i 
day, and then were the iirft to 
cry out murder I They not only, 
by this vile method, rid them- 
felves of their enemies, but would 
hire themfelves to murder any 
others for a fmall fum. So that 
it became extremely dangerous 
to go into any places of public 
refort. 

They are fuppofed to have 
been the fpawnof ihitCaubnitiJh 
Albion, which began near fifty 
years before, as we have feen in a 
former fe^ion (3) ; and, in fpite 
of all the feverides which the 
Romans made them feel, flill kept 
up tjieir feditlous fpirit, and daily 
increafed in number. They were 
afterwards better known by th» 
name of zealots, and undiv 
that fpecioiisdcleoommittcdriid 


(S) 


f%) Uifi. 1 . r . €, 9. 
Su he/vrt, p . 477, 


Cenf* emaottf, ubi^ 

unBeatd- 
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jmurden snd butcheries, under eovert and pretence of zeal for ceMt 
their religion and liberties. Among the talfe prophets, and horriderm^ 
pretended Savi’nurs, by whom that infatuated nation was 
duced, there was a fignal one that came from Egypt^ and had 
drawn above thirty thoufand men after him, by the large pro-/<afc. 
mifes he made to them of a fpeedy deliverance. He was, bow* 
ever, foon difperfed by the Roman troops ; but one was no 
iboner gone, but there ftarted up another, fo that the moft 
violent remedies rather inflamed than aflwaged their feditious 
difeafe. But Felix did not exert his cruelties on the rebellious FelixV 
rout alone, but on all others indifcriminately, whom his ava* ^i^* 
rice or refen tmem marked out for deftrudlion. This obliged 
the good old pried Jonathan^ who had been moft inftru* 
mental in procuring him the governmen^t, to expoftulate often 
with him, and to complain of his ill condufl. Felix at length, 
unable to bear his juft cenfures, hired one Doras^ a perfon in 
whom Jonathan put great confidence, to alTaflinate him ; Caufes}o^ 
which was accordingly done (D). This murder going unpu- nathan ta 
niflied, becaufe the perfon who fliould hav^ revenged it ^K^^^e murder-^ 
the chief a(ftor in it, proved the fource of an infinite number 
of others, which \vere committed every-where, the temple 
not excepted ; and the Jewijh chiefs, and even the pontiffs, 
made no fcruple to hire the affaflins above-mentioned, to rid 
^ themfelves of any perfons that were obnoxious to them >• 

We have already taken notice, that Drufdla^ Jgrippa^s 
daughter, had been contracted to Epiphanes \ but, be refufing 
the circpiticifion, her brother gave her to A^imt king of 
Emefuy who confented to that ceremony out of love to her, fhc , 
being one of the fineft women of that age. But, as her vir- 
tue was far enough below her b«*auty, Felix ^ who was become 
enamoured with her, eafily perfuaded her to forfake her hufband, 
and to be married to him, tho* a pagan, and one of the wot ft Marries 
of chat kind "(E). He was himfdf, perhaps, made more fen- Drufilla. 

fible 


^ Bel. Jud. lib. ii. c. 

unheard-of crimes, as haftened 
the total rain of their city and 
aadon. Wo have feeo in a for- 
mer volume (4), whence they 
pretended to derive their origin ; 
Ihough, by their adions, oae 
wottU>iatb^r think it came from 
l^aswe ftallfee in thefeqoel. 
(D) It is impofiible to gaefs 

Seevo/, ui« >35, (A).) 


" Idem ibid. & feq. 

from Jofiphus, in what year this 
murder was comr^fitted ; only by 
bis expreflioos k ieems to have 
been done about the beginning of 
FrZrx’s eovernroent (5). 

(E) Her two fiftears did not 
prove much more virtuous than 
fhe. Berenice the eldeft, and for 
merly married to her uncle Herod 

I ( 5 ) dfftif, idt fu^ra, e, 0 , 

Tea kins 
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Si, Paul (ible of if than ever, when the apoftle St. Paul was brou^t 
Imughi before him, and made that noble difcourfe on jujiice^' 
tifon perance, or chafiityy and a judgment to come \ which threw hint 

kirn. into fach a fit of rethorfe and trembling, as made him cry 

5 

Chruc 00. j leifurcy I will fend for thee ", It proved, how- 

ever, but of fliort duration. Felix afterwards fent for him in- 
deed more than once ; but it was rather in hopes of a bribe 
from him, than a defire of being made better acquainted with 
thofe important truths, which he had heard of him ; fo that, 
after near two years, finding himfelf difappointed, and ready 
to be recalled from his government, he chofe to leave his pri- 
foner in bonds, to ingratiate himfelf with the exafperatedy^tc/j ®. 
Feftiis He was accordingly^ fucceeded by Fortius Fejius^ who upon 
fucceeds his coming found the* nation in that diftrefied condition we 
Felix. have been fpeaking of ; and, which was ftill worfe, the very 
< Year of priefthood had begun a civil war among themfclves ever fince 
Chrift 62. the laft year of Felixes government, the occafion of which 
Teems to have been the frequent depofitions of the pontiffs, 
and their pretenfions after it to a greater fhare of the tythes 
than the inferior priefts could afford them (F). Agrippa had 


II A^s xxiv. pair. & antiq. ubi 
fupra, ad fin. 

king of ChaUis^ being become 
a widow, was (hrewdly fufpefled 
of holding an incellaous inter- 
courfe with her brother Agrippa, 
To fupprefs that fufpicion, fhe 
married Folemon king of Pontus^ 
and of part of Cilicia ; but fhe 
foon after broke off with him, 
and, by her loofe behaviour, con- 
firmed the reports that had been 
fpread concerning her unlawful 
intrigues. Her hu/band* on the 
other hand, who had embraced 
judaifm on be}' account, was no 
fooner fbrfaken by;her, than he 
caft off her religion, aud rieturned 
CO his paganifm. 

' ,^ariam0^ the yQungeft had 

£ married becimet ,co Arche^^ 

, the foA of Chilcias or £/- 

(6) Atttiy. uhi J-ipra, c, 5. 


fupra, c. 7. ® Afts ubi 


ehias, probably of the Herodian 
family i but (he likewife forfook 
him CO marry one Demetrius, an 
Alexandrian fenv, and one of 
the richefl and moft confiderable 
of chat city, and was then their 
Ataharca or chief (6), 

(F) Wc have obferved, in a 
former volume (7), that the 
ntites were to gacher in the ty ches 
from the people, and to allot a 
tenth part of chena to the priefls. 
Thefe allowed the high^prieft a 
proportion of it fuitaUe to his 
dignity, and divided the reft 
among themfelvcs. When there- 
fore the number of depofed pon- 
tiffs began to increafe ,to fucii a 
d^ree, as to leave the inferior 
ones too fmall a quandey foir th^ 

( 7 ) Pol jiiip. 6 x, 3 

fufte nance. 
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the year before depofed Ananias^ and pat JJhmael in his room : A 
there virtrt ftill feveral more Aich difcarded poncifht alive, who 
all pretended to the fame income of the tythes, which they th$ 
enjoyed with that dignity, which muft of courfe impoverifli 
the inferior fort, who therefore refufed it to them. 
rancour rofe at length to fuch an hcig*’^, that each party ufed 
to go along accompanied with a tniop of the (icarii, and, 
upon every rencounter, fell foul on each other, killing all that 
oppofed them, and filled both city and country, and even the 
very temple fometimes, with blood. Fejius was therefore FeftusV 
forced to begin his government with the greateft feverity, in fiverity 
order to fupprefs this treble butchery ; namely, that of the againft 
priefthood againfl each ocher; chat of the feditious laity againft rim, and 
the Romans^ and thofe that contentedly fubmitted to them \ others. 
and that of the banditti abroad, who inhrfted the whole coun- 
try, and robbed, plundered, and maflacred everv-where with- 
out mercy The fuppief&on of all thefe diftcrent parties, 
and the fevere examples he made of their leaders, impoftor«, 
and of the mod: ftirring and mutinous of the rebels, was 
what took up the greateft part of his time and labour during 
his Ihort government. 

Three days after his arrival in Judaa^ he went toyeru- Paul 
/ahf?ty Inhere Anantai the late high-prieft, and the reft of the brought 
JiWtft) chiefs, came to demand juft ice againft Paul^ who vf^btfen 
ftill kept pnfoner at Cafarea. As foon, therefore, as he was Feftus, 
retuincd thither, he caufed him to be brought before him ; of 

Chrift 62 . 

^ P Anciq. ubi fupra, c. 61 


fiiftenance, ft bred a mutiny 
among them. The latter re- 
fufing them their competency, 
they fent their armed men to 
force it from them, to plunder 
their houfes and barns, and to 
kill all that oppofed them. This 
obliged them to hire the ficarii 
to repel force by force ; and thofe 
that could not Hand thus m their 
own defence, were ftnpped of all 
they had, and left to ftarve. 

Jof^hus fays, that had 
fent a good number of them in 
chains to Rom4^ to anfwer ibr 
their crimes, which yet he adds 
were of a light nature; and 


might therefore be fome of this 
oppreiTed fort, who had armed 
themfelves againft the Cruelty of 
thofe tyrants. He adds, chat 
they were kept pnfoners fome 
years, till he came himfelf thi- 
ther on purpofe to procure their 
freedom, which he did by the 
mtereft of Voppaa^ who was a 
lover of their nation, and was 
foon after married to the empe- 
ror iVrra. He Highly applauds 
the piety of thofe priefts, who, 
fays he, were content to live Upon 
nuts and dry figs, rather than 
pollute themfelves with the ufual . 
food of the gentUes ( 8 ). 


($) hi 

Tt 3 


and 



* ^ ‘ tnd after a bl! hearing of both fidei, of the prW 

foflcr*s defence, pionounocd him innocent of anjr^capimT 
crime* 'But bis enemies ftili infifting chat he was worthy of 
death, and F^us being willing > C6 oblige them with a feCOnd 
tryal ^ty^rufaUm^ Paul took bold on the privileges which the 
law gave him, to appeal to Cafar^ and prevent thereby the 
jea/ effe^ oi their further malice. 'Agrippa^ and his fifter 

' behfg comie to Cafarea to compliment the new governOif||li4' 

. having exprelTed a defire of feeing this celebrated prifoner, 

. who knew that prince to be thoroughly verfed in’ 

the Jexvijh lawa ^ and cufioms, readily agreed to have him 
him brought, once more to the bar. ’Here Paul^ being per-' 
initted. to fpeak for hinifelf, made fuch a' noble defence, that 
F^us ac^itted him of dvery fault, except that of having 
turned; his brain with too much karning ; whilft Agrippa^ 
*confcious of the truth and force his reafoning, owned"- 
himfelf almoft* convince!} by him ; and, after feme private 
‘^conference with the governor, it Was declared, that he might 
have been releafed, if he had not appealed to Cgefar% 

^Agrlppa In the mean time Agrippa, who came often to Jerufalm^ 
JHAphafis and had a lodging near the temple, of which be had the fu«' 
thg Jews, perintendency given him after his uneXtHerod^ took it into bis 
£mUs a head to build himfelf a palace there, of fuch an beight^ that he] 
pahei /e could overfee all that was done in the innermoft court of iti» 
owh9k The 7rwr were the more difpicafed at it, becaufe F^Jiui amt 
tbitempu, the Komaus would likewift exme and talU a view of- it from' 
thence; for which rcafon they built a particion*wall high, 
enough to cover that facred place, which the king and gO’-* 
vernor taking as an aifroiff^ ordered it to be pulled dowri* 
Thejeufs, aft«r much oppolition, obtained Ibave at length 
to lend deputies td Rome ; ahd thefe, by the' interceffion of 
Poppaa (G), got a grant from the emperor for keeping up the 
Iflimael IJhmaely tbc then high^^prieft, being at the head of this 

dipojtd. embafly, was, for his laudable zeal, d^pofed by Agrippa^ who' 
beftowed that dignity on Jofejphy furnamed Cabhii^ the Ton of 

^ AAs XXV. U xxvi. palT. 

(G)7eAA^j^rhigMy commends hulband commit onthegrea^ 
that emprefs’s piety; tboligb, perlbiu of the empire^ *and pm-. 
fettiogaiUe her love m the vailed lei^th on that mad 

nation, ^ had not one yirtae nmnardi to repudiate, banilh,^ 
thatcohld intitle her to thh eom^ and at lenjph pur to death, fair 
plinmt. On the contraiy, Ihe Tirtooua wife O^vfe, to aiany 
was known toh^a priflcefe, her ; as we lhairfee more 
the promoter of a great namber in the Rmem hifior/. ' 
af murden, which fliemade her 



c. XI, w# 9f ftf j«9tts: 

the hte Gmtlmnnt Jofefkkt adds, thAt Pef^n de- 

tained I^mtl and CbtUhs as hofii^a at Rim ^ 

F0flia dying towards the latter end of this year, $fer» no* Albiaus 

* minated Minus to fucceed him : in the nMan time, Agrippa fitccttdt 

• having given the bigh-priefthood from QnHit to Anatmt^ a Fefiot /« 
jMioud ladducee, this lafl took that int'*rval before the arrivalJedBi. 
nf a||| new prxtor to call a council, and to have Tomer the^^* Jsnea 
apfln and hifliop of Jtrufaltmt and fome other vhrifl^ns, 
condemned and floned to death (H). Upon the governor's 

arrival at Alexandria, complaint was made to him of / < 

' prefuihptuous and unlawful ftep. AMnus Vefented it, and < 

Mnt the new pontiff a very threatening letter ; and Agripp0, 

’ who feared the cQnfequence of his anger, took care to dcpofe 
him, and to put another in his room, to wit, th^'fiAt 
of Datantus, before the governor was got* to ^eri^lem. 
y»daa gained nothing byithe change bf either governor or * 
pontiff. As for the former, he waa fucb a cruel rapacious 
monfter, that Felix and Pejlus, bad as they were, were ho- *• 
nefl men to him ; and yet he was flill. In one refpe^, better 
than his fucceffor, in that he endeavoured, at lealt, either to 
hide or to colour his tj] adions by fome pretext or other. •' 

Hts firft care was to fupprels the ficarii, robbers, and ban* Albinus ' 
ditti, which were now grown more numerous, and bolder fiepprejfkt. 
than ever. He punifhed with the utmoft feverity as many as tbeJUarif- 
•came into his hands, and they only became the more impudent 
by it i infomuch that they ventured one night, during one of 
their feafts, to enter into the city, and to carry off Eleazar 
the fon.of Ananias, the late high-prieft, who was focretary 
of the temple, and to fend his iattllff word, that they would 
not releafe him, till he bad procured the inkrgement of ten 
of their affociates, vibom Alrinut kept in|prifon. Ananias, A naniaty 
who was a very opulent perfon, eafily bribed with a round iff-tHned 
fum the rapacious governor to confent to it ; but his com- tmpUu\ 
pliance was attended with very bad confequeuces } being forced fimte. 
ftill to redeem fome near relation at the fame price, as often 
as any of the banditti wete got into the governor’s hands 

r Antiq. ubi fupra, c. 7. ad £0. ' Ibid, c 8. 

(H) %ttieyifQftpbas', bat we of that Ananut cr Amae nen- 
have related the manner of bis tioned by the cvangelifts, time 
deaA, according to the teffimony had enjoyed the high-prieilhood 
of fome antieot fithws, in a late after their lather t an honour 
note, to which we refer the and happinefs that never hap- 
readCr. pmed to any bet him, foyi that 

This Anamsu WM the fifth fon jrmfi hiftorian (^). 

(y) jbtif- 1 . »,(. >■ 
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^ ^JS0oty«f tbe jfm'. . 

Wurages- On the other hand, Agrij/fa having given the hij^prieftbood 
cemmined ftom ^tjus the fon of Damneus to J^/us the fon of GamaM^ 
by the t<wo thofe iwa pontiffs got each of them a ftrong efcort of armed 
and committed the vileft outrages; not only agatnff 
' each other, but againft the inferior fort, who were often 
plundered of all they had, and reduced to the loweft mi- 
fery (I). 

About this time all the work of the temple being quite 
finilheJ, and eighteen thoufand hands at once difebarged, as 
we obferved in a former fefiion % a propnfal was n)ade to 
of the tern- that prince to employ them in taking down an old flately 
gallery of the temple, four hundred cubits high, which was 
in danger of falling, and rebuilding it anew ; but Agrippa^ 
confidering the expenfivenefsand length of the work, abfolutely 
refufed it, and told ihtjewijh chiefs, that they might employ 
thofe hands in paving the city with white Itones ; but that 
not being agreed to, the greateft part joined themfelves with 
the banditti for fear of ftarving. Alhinus^ after a two years 
government, was recalled by NerOy and fucceeded by GeJJius 
Florus^ the laft and word governor that ever Judaa had. 
Uoody go- Jofephus feems at a lofs for words bad enough to deferibe him 
memmint, gy, or a monfter to compare him to « ; his rapines, cruelties, 
conniving for large fums with the banditti, and, ifi a word, 
Chr. 64. jjjj ^}jo)e behaviour, were fo open and barefaced, that he was 
looked upon by the "Jews more like a blood) executioner fent^ 
to butcher, than as a magidrate to govern them. His defign 
was to provoke them to fuch an open rebellion, as mi^C 
either give him the brutilh pleafure of feeing theip deftroy 
each other, or prevent his oppreilions, murders, and other 
helliih works, being inquired into. He fucceeded but too well 
in it ; and a war was kindleil accordingly, through his means, 
which ended not but with the total ruin of the JewiJh na- 


Geflius 

JFlorusV 


* Pag- 430* * % (A)- ’ 

fupra. 

(I) About this time theZ^<o/V// 
and fingers, who, as we have for- 
merly obferved ( 1 ), had no par 
dcular drefs didinguifh them 
from the laity, obtained leave 
of Agrifpa to wear white robes 
like the priefts, and feme other 
privileges, which were contrary 
to the law, and did not 


Antiq. ibid. c. 9. Bell. Jud. ubi 


a little difpleafe the better fort 
of the Je^Sy as well as the whole 
priefibood. Jgrippa was likewtfe 
become odious to his fobjeds, on 
account of his high taxes on 
thexnf to fupport his extrava- 
gance, fumpeuous building, public 
fpeflacles, games, and fuch-like 
profufions (a). 


(i) VqL is.p. S7, ^ fef, {%) Jnttp uht fup, BtIL Jud, A n. r. i. 3. 


tion« 




This great event, fo plainly foretdli* by Chriit, fo lWwi, 
punctually fulfilled, and fo livclily deferibed and related by a wernu^r 
JetDt/h hiAorian, and an dye-witnefe, might wfeH dfeferve a . 
larger place in this chapter ; but as it is fo very well known, and 
abounds with fuch dreadful murders, cruelties, and other cir- 
cumftances, fit only to fill a reader witl. horror, we IhaH con- 
tent ourfclves with giving fome of the moft remarkable ftrokes 
of it in the note, to avoid drawing this chapter to too 
great a length (K). 

Judaa being thus diftraCled within and without, and Caw- 
groaning now more than ever under a tyrant, who openly 
promoted thofe mifehiefs he Ihoiild have remedied ; vaft num- ^ 
bers of Jews forfook it to feek an afylum among foreign na- 
tions, whilft thofe that ftaid behind applied themfclvcs to ^ - 

Cejlius Gallus^ the then governor of ^yria^ who was 
Jerufalem at the paflbver, and befought him to pity 
wretched ftate, and free them from the tyranny of a man 
who had totally ruined therr country. Florui^ who was pre- 
fent when thefe complaints were preferred againfi him, made 
a mere jeft of them ; and Cejliusy inftead of making a ftrift 
inquiry into his conduCt, difinified them with a bare promife, 
that Florus fhould behave better for the future i and fet him- 


(K) About four years before 
ehis dreadful war broke out, and 
about feven before 'the (iege of 
Jerufalmy whilft the Je<ws ftill 
enjoyed f^me kind of peace, a 
country fellow, named Je/us^ 
came to the feaft of tabernacles, 
and was on a fudden feized with 
a kind of pbrenfy, as the 
thought it, which made him cjy 
out without ceahng i Wo to the 
afy / Wo to the tmple! A <voici 
from the Jowr corners^ a woice 
againjl Jerufalem, a mcice againft 
the nation / &c. and in this la- 
mentable tone he ran through 
all the ftreets of the city night 
and day; aiid on the fabbaths, 
,and other feftivals, was hejpd to 
j^k thofe words louder, and 
in a more difmal. tone, withodc 
ei^r Jofthg his voice, dr being 
hoarfe with crying ; and, what 


was Hill more furprifmg, neither 
threats, nor the moft levere pu- 
nilhments that could be inflifted 
on him, could make him defift, 
or utter a groan or complaint, 
or any ocher words chan thofe 
dreadful woes, till he faw ha 
predi^ions begin to be fulfilled 
by the fiege of the city, when he 
cried out in a more difmal tone. 
Wo aljotomyfelf! and was in that 
inftanc killed by a ftone thrown 
in by the befiegers (3). There 
werefeveral more fuch prodigious 
warnings fent to that unhappy 
nation in the fequel, which, tho* 
all too little to bring them to a 
better mind, are fufficient to con- 
vin<^ as, chat God did not doom 
tbedi t0 this dreadful deftrudlion, 
tili their ismiecy and hardnefs of 
heart had forcid chat fevere pu- 
nKhment from himt 


( 3 ) JfA* 4 vU. f. !*• 
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^ of tbe JeWi. E !!• 

K# fclf about computing the number of Jews that were at Jo^ 
her of the rufalem^ by that of the lambs which were offered at that h* 
feoplpcosu- {tivdl(L)i in order to fend an account of it to Nero ^ and 
futed. J)y that computation the whole was found to amount to two 
millions five hundred and iifty-fix thoufand. J^fef^us thinks 
th^ rather amounted to three millions 
fhe eaufi Soon after this, the conteft between the Jews and Syrian^ 
and begin- about thp city of Cafarea^ which had been kept in fufpenfe 
ningofthe ever fince the time of Felix (M), being at length decided in 
Jewifli favour of the Syrians^ the decree was no fooner brought Sq 
Judaa^ but, as if it had been agreed, that this fhpuld be the 
Yeaf « iignal for a revolt, the Jews cvery-wherc refolvcd to take up 
Chnft 67. arms ; and thus began the fatal war in the fecqnd year of Fh- 
rus*^ government, in the twelfth of Nero*% reign, the feven- 
tceth of that of jf^rippa^ and in the fixty-ninth year of 
Chnft \ Jgrippa^ who was at this time at Jerufrfem at the 
beginning of this revolt, ftrove in vain to aUwage them by a 
long and elaborate fpeech, as well as by other proper means ; 
they only liftened to him, till he came to infill on their fub- 
mitting to FUruSy till a new governor could be obtained from 
Agrippa Rome* This Angle propofa] exafperafed them to fuch a degree, 
infulied by that they began to pelt him with ftones, and forced him to 
^be Jews, 

V Bell. Jad. 1 . ii, c I J, & aKb,. ^ Conf. antiq. 1 . *x. c. ult. 
be bell. Jud. 1 . ii. c. 14. 


(L) This computation could 
not be very certain, becaufc, 
though none but Jaws ollered 
theft lambs at the ftaft, yet thole 
who bad contrafled any legal 
pollution were excluded from it. 
Befides, one lamb might ftrve 
f>r twenty perlbns, though sever 
for left than ten. However, they 
took this left number for each 
Iambi and found that of the 
lambs to amount in the whole to 
two hundred and fifty-five thou- 
fiind. But as* among the poor, 
one of them mi^t ftrve for 
■lore than ten, and ^s Jhr as for 
twenty, Joftphas rightly gueiTes, 
that there moft have bem a much 
greater number of men, thoogh, 
confidering the blgscft of the 
place, one would wunder how it 


was pofllble for it to contain 
even that. 

(M) This conteft, in which 
the Jaws maintained, that that 
city belonged to them, becaufe 
it had been built by Herod s and 
the Syrians pretended, that it had 
been always efteem^ a Greek 
city, fince even that monarch 
had reared temples and ftatues in 
it; grew to fuch an height, that 
both parties came at laft to blows, 
and took up arms againft each 
other. Fehxt at length, put 
end to it for a time, by Iming 
fomeL of their chiefs of "each na.- 
tion to Rome to plead their cauft 
before the emperor,whereichung 
in fafpenfe till thh time, when 
Rm decided it ih fuch a manner 
as ianftd this infurreAion. 


kave 
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leave the city, which w^s immediately in « flame. Flom. ^ 

beheld all this with inhuman pleafure, and without putting 
1 4 the leaft help to quell the fedition, though earneflly intreated 
pa it by the Jeu/ijb beads. Ai^ippa Tent them indeed three 
thpufand men ; but wlut could they now d^ an 

emaged multitude as were then up^m aimsf Tie evil fopn 
^read ^ll over the kingdom ; and though the Jews were 
every where the fufFerers, yet did not their defperate rage 
abate in the lead. Nothing wa^ now to be feen but robberies, 
muiders, and all manner m cruelties ; cities and villages filled 
with dead bodies of all ages, fexes, and quality, even dgwn 
to the fucking babes- The Jewsy on their part, neither fpared Jews $in- 
Syrians nor Romans y but retaliated their cruelties where-ever 
they got the better of them, (or which vaft numbers Of iheit ficuted. 
peaceful biethren were butchered in their places of abode* 

The Cafareans fell fuddenly on thofe of their city, and mat Horrid 
facred twenty thouiancl of them ; two thoufand were nvMv-Jl^nghttrs 
iered at Ptolemaisy and fifty thoufand at Jlexandria. In a 
word, there was neither town nor city, where the pagans 
proved either ftrongcr or quicker than they, where th^ did 
not commit the fame horrid butchetieSt At Jerufalmy floras 
Caufed his troops one day to go and plunder the high market, 
and to kill all they met $ and they murdered accoromgly three 
thoufand five hundred perfons, men, women, and children* * 

Apiong thofe that were brought ptifoners to him, we^e 
feme men of quality, and who had been even bonoiired 
with the Homan knighthood ; yet this did not fave them from 
hk cruelty on the contrary, he catifed them to be wbipp^ 
before his tribunal, and then brucified r. 

Bereniciy wfio had ftaid at Jerufalm after her brother, Berenice 
being bound there by a vow of Nazareat thirty days, fparod intrrudts 
iwither prayers, mefiages, nor vifits, to mollify the brutilb In main. 
praetor, tdl, at length, was likely to have loft her life by AlorusV 
it, and with great dimculty recovered her palace befpre his irutijbn^s 
bellifli tnfiruments could reach her. Yet, not difcouragec) by 
it, (he went barefoot to him on the very next day, threw ber- 
felf at the foot of his tribunal, and, in the moft fubmiffive 
terms, intreated him to put a flop to the (bedding of fo much 
blood. The brute did not fo much as vouebfafe her the leaft 
token of coimnon refpedl, fo that (he ran a fecond rllk ^ 
beihg torn in pieces brfore filte could get home This may 
ferve to give a l^tch of rhaf governor’s character, who, beeaufo 
he Was depending on thal of Syrkiy failed not to write to 
Cfftiusy and throw all the fault on the Jnasy inbmuefa tha 
w (aft knew not well which to believe, fiorasy or fgrsppay 

y Ibid. * lUd* c. 15. 

* ' Btreniciy 
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Bfrenicey atirl oeher confiderable Jfudjb heads, who gave hlht 
n different accointtf. 

mep time a great number of aflaf&ns having joioni 
Romans to the feditious, beat the Romans out of the ftfr- 

trelTes of MaJJada^ Antonia^ and the towers of Phafael^ Afa^ 
Put all to riamne^ and others ; killing all that oppofed them. The}r be* 
fre and gan next to fet fire to the palaces of Agrippa and BererStt]^ 
/word. of the high-prieft Ananias^ and of his brother jCzrrWtfi ; and 
thefe two lalt, who had hid themfeivcs from their fury, being 
Choofi difeovered, were murdered without mercy. Menahem^ one 
Menabem of the fons of the late Judasy chief of the GauloniteSy bad 
i'btir put himfelf at the head of the ficarii, who now called 

tbiif. themfelves zealots j and, being come to Jerufalemy was chofen 

chief of the feditious there ; but was foon after maflacred by 
Succeeded them, with a greaf number of his men. His nephew Eleazar 
^Eleazar. fucceeded him as chief ojF the z^ealots, and befteged the Ro^ 
mans fo clofe in their caftle, that they at length capitulated, 
to retire only with their lives ; which being promifed to tbbm, 
SvthotJO- caufed them all tb be maflacred on the fpot, though it was 
litam fabbath •». This treachery was cruelly retaliated ort the 

tafeh generdus Jews of Scytbopolisy ox Beihjheany who had offered 
weajptcred. Greeks of that city to ftand by them againft their brethren, 
who were befieging them. - But their finctrity being unhap- 
pily fufpefted by their townfmen, thefe obliged them to retire 
ipto fotnc neighbourfhg wood ; where, on the* thitd tiigljt, 
they canie upon them, whisn they were afleep, arid killed 
13000 of them, and feized upon alkthcir wealth c (N).* 

‘ By this time the revolted Jews had carried tbejr conquefts 
..beyond and had taken the fortrefles of MacharomoA 

Gyprus this laft they rafed to the ground^ after having put 
‘ all the Romans to the fword ; 'fo that Cejlius GalluSy who 
had hitherto kept himfelf zti idle* fpe£i;ator of all thefe nfiutual 
devaftations, began to think it high time to beftir himfelf. 
Cfeflius He marched into Judaa with a powerful army, burned all 

marches' towns and villages in his way, malTacrcd all the Jews ho 
againft the ^ •' 


Tiwolters, 


» Cap. 16. ^ Ibid. c. 17, 18. 


Cap. 19. 


. (N) It was on this dreadful oc- 
cafion^ that* a confiderable Jew^ 
named Simn^ who had fignalized 
himfelf in the defence of S^iko- 
folit againft thofe of his own na- 
tion, obferving what bloody re- 
tutna the Qreeks^ made them for 
their friendOiip, in a fit of rage 


and defpair, inflead of ftandihg 
in his own defence, fell on his 
father, mother, wife, and cbil« 
dreh, who clung round him, and 
killed every one of them ; after 
which,. getting on. the heap of 
their de^ bodies, he ran himfelf 
through with his own fword<4}i 


(4) Bdi. yfd% /. u. c. 19. 


could 
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Could come at, and came and encamped h^fort Gibeon (O)^^ 
d^uc the feaft of tabernacles. The people ztjtrufalem no 
fooner heard of hb approach, than they forfook tne folemnity^ 
and, though on the fabbath, armed, thcmfelvcs, and came J«ws mm 
ou.t againft him with fuch fury, that they hid, in all likelihood, tbmfeha 
defeated him, had not his foot been timely fuccoured by his 
cavalry. He loft above five hundred men, and the ^iws but 
twcnty-twd. Ihe latter having feized all the pafi’es round 
about, Cejlius was forced to ftay three days near Bethoron^ 
where Agrippa joined him, and aflifted him with his troops, 
his perfon, counfel, and good offices. He tried once more Treacbe- 
to bring the yews to fome temper, by fending two of his rous beha^ 
chief captains to offer them a pardon, and fome terms ofw/W to 
peace 5 but the revolters, inftead of hearkening to their pro- bim. 
pofals, killed one of them, and wounded the other, who nar- of 
rowly efcaped with his life. This bafe aeftion, which was thrill 69. 
highly condemned by the more moderate Jewsy caufed a dif- 
fenfion between them, which Cejlius failed not to improve, 
by fallying fuddenlv againft them, and purfuing them almoft 
up to Jerufalem, He ftaid three days at Scopasy a fmall mile 
from it, to try whether their fright would make them relent ; 
and then advanced towards them in order of battle on the 
thirtieth of 'O^obety and put them into fuch confternation, 
th|it they abandoned all the outer quarters of the city, and Forced to 
retired into the inner cinflure near the temple. Ceftius fet 
fire to the former, and began himfelf to bcliege the latter, . 
and took up his head-quarters in the royal palace ^ 

Had the governor vigoroufly pufhed on the fiege, it is^/ 
likely he might have put an effedual end to the fedition ; but^ 
that finful nation was now referved for greater evils i and the 
fiege was on a fudden fhamefully raifed, at the inftigation of Ceftius 
ibme of Cejlius*^ generals, whom Florus bad corrupted \ which 

^ Ibid. c. 20, 21, Sc fcqq, 

• (O) This city, the capital of whole twelfth legion, two thou-> 
the antient Gibeonites (5), was fand men picked out of the other 
#Sant about fifty ftades or feven legions, fix cohorts of foot, four 
little miles north of Jerufalem, of horfe, befides three thbufand 
and . fituate on an eminence, as horfe and fix thoufand foot fenc 
its name properly imports .(6). him by Jgrippa and Anthchus, 
jijifbus fays elfewhere, it 'was and four thoufand from $cemus ; 
but forcy^ ftades from ^at me- in die whole about twenty thou« 
Mwlis(7}. fand foot, and five thoufand 

Ce/ius's army confiftod of the horfe^ ^ 

(e) W. vqL ii» P- 204. (SiJ ittifupra» Bufth, he. Hihr. 

( 7 ) dbaif. 4 vii. so. 

gave 
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g^ve t new Kfe to the ftdftious* They purfued hiin Iria 
ctmp ztGiheoni haraffing him in the rear^ mditlft thofe fhat 
Jce|[k the paiTes attacked him in flank. His army^ in derpiair^ 
not being able to move forward or backward, made the mo^an* 
tains echo with their hideous cries ; and after a lols of four 
thoufand foot, and four hundred horfe, and of a great part of 
their Baggage, being aiEfted by the intervening night on the 
eighth of November^ happily got down through the narrow 
Sfcapet ftrcights of Bethoron^ and efcaped ®. The Jms'^ after this 
nuitb iofs, fuccefs againft the Syrian governor, fet themfelvcs about the 
properefl means to carry on the war againft the Romans ; and, 
choofing fome of their braved chiefs to command in the feveral 
cantons and fortrefles of Judaa^ Jofet^us the writer of thefe 
wars, a brave JiwiJh pried, of conftderable rank, was ap^ 
pointed governor "of the two Galilees. Jofeph the fon of, 
Gorton^ and the high^pried Ananus^ had the government of 
Jerufalem \ and Eteezar^ the chief of the revolters, that 
of liuma \ foon after which they departed to take care each 
of their particular cbmmands. All this while there reign^ 
fuch a difTenfion among the JewSy that great numbers of tlie 
Jews ani better fort, forefccing the fad cdcfts of the Romans refent* 
Chriftians ment, fdrfook the city, as meh do a finking veffel j and the 
Chridians, mindful of their Saviour^s warning (P), retired 
ruialcni. PelUy a fmall city on the other fide Jordany in the tc- 
trarchy of Hrrody whither the war did not reach ^ 

Whilst the new-chofen governors were putting their re^ 
^edive cantons in the bed pofture of defence, the fon of 
wrion in repairing the fortification^ of Jerufalem^ Jofephus 
in fortifying a vad ilumber of places in the upper and lower 
Gallleey and raifing of forces to the number of an hundred 
thoufand, preparing arms and ammunition, and Eleazar waa 
doing the fame in Idumea i the news came to Nero of all thefd 

5 reparations, as well as of the ill fuccefs of Cejitus againd the 
^ews. VeJ^Jiany who had already fignalized bimfelf in Ger^ 
many and nritain, being then with the emperor in Achaia^ 
Judaea. nominated to march with all (][>eed againd Jui^a with a 

powerful army S. He came accordingly into Syria^ gathered 
all his forces, and thofe of hb auxiliaries, among whom 

• Ibid. c. 24. ^ Ibid. c. 25, kte^i % Lib. iii. c. i. 


(P) Ettfehiat aflures us (8), 
upon the teftimony of fome an* 
tient fathers, thtt Goo was 



7 


of the war i and E^phanius adds 
(9), by the miniflry of an anget 
fent on pnrpofe to the church of 


( 9 ) Haref, * 9 , 

Agrippa 
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Agrippa did not fail to tn^et him jit the bead of a confiderable Year of 
reijAtorctment of his own^ whilft Tifus was font his father Chrill 67. 
to fetch the fiFth and tenth legions from Altxandria into 
44ea It is likel/) Ce/fius did not long outlive his difgracc^ 
for we hear no more of him ; and the Jews, elated at his de- 
feat^ If not aUb at his death, took it into their heads to go 
and befiege Afcalon. Antony ^ who commanded there, came 
out againft them, and killed ten thoufand of them; /gated if 
made a fecond attempt, and were furprifed in the way, 
cut off to almoft the fame number. Niger^ who headed the 

fled into a tower, to which Antony fet fire, and, not 
doubting but he was burnt in it, left the place ; but^ upon the 
Jetvs coming three days after to bury their dead, they found 
him in a cave under-ground, where he had faved himfelf from 
the flames K • 

l^efpajian in the very beginning of the next year, having Vcfpafian 
{tn\.Placidm to fuccour the inhabitants of Sephoris (Qj againft enters Ju-i 
theym^r, advanced towards Ptolema is with Agrippa ; and was diea. 
there jjined by Titus at the head of another body of troops, 
with whom he had marched thither even in the very depth 
of winter, and came much fooncr than was cxpeiScd. Thcif 
whole forces, of horfe and foot, confiftcd now of upwards of 
fixty thoufand men, all excellently difeiplined, wdth which 
they entered Galilee^ and, having burnt Gadara^ w'cre marching 
to beficge Joiapa. jofephus^ now governor of that province, 
having timely notice ot it, went into that place, and defended 
it with great bravery and vigour forty-feven days, in fpite of 
all the Keman efforts and valour. It was at length taken jorapa 
by afTault about the beginning of ^u/y (R), and put to fire /a/ten //y 
and fword ; not one Jew cfcaped to carry the dreadful news, Vefpafian. 
but they were all either murdered, or made prifoners. There 

** Cap. 2, & 3. ‘ Ibid. c. i, & fcq. pafT. 

(QJ We have already obferved, markable particulars of this ob- 
that this city was the metropo- ftinate fiege (3), wherein the Ro- 
lls of Galilee^ and was very con- mans were terribly peftered by 
fiderable for its ilrength, fitua- the valoufv and condud of the 
tion, bignefs, and opulence. It befieged ; and the general him- 
was now become obnoxious to felf wounded in the heel (4). 
the revolted Jsws, by reafon of This llout rcfiftanct! occafioned 
its adherence to the Romans i fo the great flaughter he made of 
that it would have undergone a them, and the vail difpropor* 
ilreadful fate, had not Vrfpajtan tion between the number of the 
font timely fuccours toic(i). flain, and of the prifoners, the 
(R) The reader may fee the latter being in all probability 
firength of this place in Joftphns only women and- children. 

(2), with the many other rc- 

(l] BdL I iii, 3, (1} U^fjftprg, 7, (3) /iJ/.f. c, S, ad *3, 

(4) 


were 







Were reckoned forty thoufand oi t^he fornwf> and but twc(^ 
hundr^ of the latter ; among whom V9t%jvfe]^s^ Wbo^ha()^ 
hid himfelf in a deep cavern^ but was at length difeovcredf 
and by Vifpaftanh generous o^rs and intreaties, though much 
againft the. confent of thofe yews that were with him ( 8 )> 
went and furrendered himfcif prtfoner to him. When he 
was brought before Vefpafian^ the whole army crouding about 
fofephus to fee him, he was put under a guard, with a defign to be fent 
firrendirs to Nero ; which when the Jewt/h general underftood, he de- 
Umftlf. fij-gj tQ haye liberty to Ipeak to him ; which being grant- 
ed, he addrefled himfelf to him in words to this eflFeA : My 
meliage to you, being from the God of heaven, is of much 
Jiisfpeeth greater concern to you, than the difpofal of me as your pn- 
to Vefpa- foncr, or fending me to the emperor ; and, as a Jtwijb com- 
mander, I fhould have preferred death to this furrender, had it 
not been to deliver his Divine commiffion to you. The interval 
between end, and your fucceedinghim, is fo fmall, that 
I already look upon you as emperor \ and your fon Tttus as 
your happy fuccellor. Keep me only as your pnfoner ; and, if 
you find 1 have abufed God’s name in promifing you from him 
Keptclofi the empire of the world, then punifti me with the fevereft 
frifottir. death. Vefpajian took him at his word, ufed him with great re- 
ipe£l and generofity ; but caufed him to be kept dole prifoner. 


(S) This cavern was cut into 
the rock by the fide of a \yell, 
and well ftored with provifion ; 
and there Jofphus found forty of 
his own men. He went out the 
firft night to fee whether there 
was any pofiibility of efcaping ; 
but, finding none, he refolvcd to 
abide there as long as he could. 
He was difeovered on the third 
day by a woman ; and Vefpajian^ 
who had a great defire to fee 
him, fent him two of his tribunes 
to promife him his life and fiicnd' 
Ihip. Upon his refufal to for- 
render himfelf, he ftnt a thud, 
named Nkanot , and an old ac- 
quaintance of his; Luc he re- 
turning likewifc without him,^ 
the Romans were for burning 
him and his men out of it, but 
were hindred by their bia^e ge- 
neral. 


At length finding it dangerous 
to refill any longer, he propofed 
to the reft to accept of Vifpnfiai^^ 
generous offer; for which they 
upbraided him with treachery 
and bafenefi, and threatened to 
kill him, if he prefumed to ftir 
out. He tried once more to re- 
monftratc to them the unlawful- 
nefs of fclfimurder, which he 
faw them now fully bent upon ; 
he was forced at laft to propofc 
to them to draw lots, who Ihould 
kill the next, and fo on, till the 
laft man ; which being agreed to,x 
by the reft, Providence fo or^ * 
dered it, that theic were but two 
XiSXy^Jofifb^^ and one morei; 
fo that being loth either to }dll ' 
him, or be killed by him, he 
length perfuaded him to afnjf- 
reiicl^r, ivhich was acccrdhigly 
done { 51 . 


(c) BHU Jti, vhi pif re t c r+. 

5 havidg 
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Wi^ 

JfVi 


o/'iiejtvni 

tn make' fomft further uie of him in his ^at 




lAc This ^recMdton of the yewijb htftorian 

^ the Itflman general is likewife confirmed by SuttQnius * 


and Dh Cajftus Something like this, buc^ with a more 
d^adfai profpeA to the y^ty Lalfanttus tells us had been 
ibWtold at Rome about the fame time by the two great apoftles, A pnph^ 
Piter and Paul \ the fubftance of v/hich the reader will find 
in the following note (T). As foon as the news of ydtapa^s^^^' 
being taken had reached Jerufalemy the yewsy who heard 
alfo, that yofephus had been killed in it^ made the greateft 
mourning and lamentations for him for a whole month ; biit 
when they came to hear, that he had furrendend himfirlf pri- 
foncr to the Romans^ they, who had till then retained a fin-* 
gblar efteem and regard for him, began now to look upon 
him as a bafe betrayer of his country, and to perfecute him 
with the mod irreconcileable hatied and'difdain, of which 
they ^ve him many Angular proofs, as we (hall fee in th^ 
gdl^ue]. 

w ' Whilst Vefpajian was befieging yotapay Trajan (U) bad 

H Id. ibid. cap. i2« 13, & 14. * Invit. Vefpaf. » Lib. lx. 

Lib. IV. c. 21. Vid. IJssER. fab an. Chr. 67. 


(T) That God (hould in a 
little ^ime fend a prince againll 
that fhould overcome 
and level their metropolis 
With the ground : that, during 
the fiege of it, they Hiould pine 
with hunger and third, even to 
the eating of one another : that 
it was taken, they fhould fee 
their women gnevoully torment- 
ed before their eyes, their vir- 
gins deflowered, their young 
pien torn afunder, and their 
babos daihed in pieces, them- 
felves reduced to &e lowed mi- 
fety, thdr country wafted with 
fire and fword, and the whole 
natimn banifhed out of their 
'! land, becaufe they had^ex- 
^themfelves above the moft; 

DUS and approved Son of 

ton. ^ ^ 

' Th^ two apofiles, according 

(6} annal, fnh an, Chr, Cj, {f) Homih a6f tn a Cormtb, ap, ntni^ 

($) Ap, Eufih, eccU U t, 14. (a) J^hn xxf, aS, &Jtp (0 

eim la Gtn, fm, iiL rii, Eupb, uhtfupra, I, iu. c. 1 . 

X. U u 


to the records of both caftem and 
weftern churches, fulFered mar- 
tyrdom on tile twenty -ninth of 
Juncy the laft day of which 
month falls within the reign of 
Nero (6) ; and an antient father 
affirms, diac the day of Sc. 
death was more certainly known 
than that of Alexander the Great* 
(7) ; and Dtonyfius bilbop of Ce- 
rinth tells us, that St. Feh r fuf* 
fered death on the fame day (8). 
St,PauIwd& beheaded; but St. Pe-^ 
ter was, according to ou r Saviour*# 
prediction (9), crucified, but with 
his head downward, ai liis own 
delire, and out of rejpeCt to hi# 
Divine Mafter( 1). 

(U) Probably the faibe, who 
was 'afterwards emperor, but at 
prefect on^r colond of one of 
the leghxa#. 



fhe Hijlory of the Jews- B. lU 

Jot 'pd, been fent to form that of Japha^ in the neighbourhood, and 
and other took it on the twentieth of but complimented young 

cit-es^ Titus with the honour of it, who came accordingly upon the 
taken, ]aft aflault. Upon their entering the place, iSn^Japhians 
held out a bloody and bbftinate ftreet-fight during lix whole 
houTci ; but, being at length overpowered, all the men were 
put lo t!:e fword, niid the women and children carried away 
Sainnri- piifuncrj-o A week after, Safnaritans^ who had a/Tem- 
taris de^- bled upon mount Garizzim^ with a defign of defending them- 
fcated, f 1 cs, having been cl )fely blocked up by CereaUs^ at the 
head of a Roman det/chment, were ready to perifli for want 
of water. Many of them fuftered thcmfelves to die with 
thirlf i and thofo who reiufed to furrender, were all butchered 
Jr; -‘'i to a man feppa^ wiiich had been lately laid wafte by 
ta^^en, Cejiius^ being agaiiic r;*peopled bv a great number of feditious 
ftws^ who infrlfed the countries about, Vcfpofian fent fome 
tn-ops to take it, which they fr)on atchitved. Above four 
thoiiland fews endeavoiuing to efcape the n>a(Tacre, by be- 
taking themfelves to their (Itips, a fudden tempeft drove them 
ba« k, fo that they were all either drowned, or put to the 
fw id. Ta>ichea and liberias were taken next (V): the 
former of thefe, being fituate on an eminence, and by the lake 
of Gcmiezarcth^ was befieged by land and w'ater, and made a 
defperate defence, till a difl’eniion happened within ; which 
being overheaid by Titus ^ who commanded at the fiegc, 'th»j 
town was taken by ftorm, and all tlie feditious condemned^ 
to die ‘i. 

G'lhlee Aftfr the reduftion of thofe two pi ices, all» the other 
reduced, citits of Galilee fubmitted themfclves to the Romans., except 
thofe of Gifchala and Gamala., and the mountain of Itahyr 
(^V). Againft 6b;/;i/A7, which was fituate over-againft 

richeay 

0 Cell. Jud. ubi fupra, c. ii. p Ibid. c. 12. ^ Ibid, 

C. 15, & leq. 

(V) Thefe two cities belonged city; but the peaceable citizens 
to bur had revolted; Jiaving reprei'enred Uieir caie to 

the iaticr was divided ; fome of Agrippa, he interceded for them, 
the cuizi:n«, bting for peace, and obtained Uieii pardon (2). 
were oppoled by feditious (W) The lame with :hahr^ 
party. Vjpejiav fent fome offi- Ipokfcn of in a former volume 
cer:, to perfuade them to fubmit; (3), with a Ipacious plain near 
hiu they were driven b;ick, and tw'enty ftades in fquare on the 
forced to flee for their lives ; for top, with a city of the fame 
wiiich iio would liave burnt the name upon it. The area was en-* 

(z) Bell, Jud, i, Lh r# x6, (3) Vol, ii, />, 4^1, ^ frq, 

compafTed 
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richea^t on the fame lake, Jgrippa having in vaiii carried on 
a liege of near feven months, the Romans were forced to cunie 
and affift him. He tried, however, by a fet fpeech to perfuade 
them to furrender, before they were reduced to gi eater 
ftreights. The only anfwcr they made him was with ftones i^grippa 
from their engines, one of which wounded him in the arm. infultcd 
The Romans^ provoked to behold the little regard which thofc heforeG^^ 
wretches paid to their monarch, made fuch a n'efperate affau t mala, 
againft them, that they had got poflelHon of tlie town ; but, 
being inferior in number, they were foon driven out of it with 
conliderable lofs. The aflault was renewed with greater fury, 
and as oblHnately oppofed by the befieged, w^ho put the Ro- 
man courage and ftrengcli to the fevereff proof they had as 
yet felt. At length three flout Romans having btriten down ^he proph 
one of the towers, the army entered in*at the bp ach, and/W/VW/v 
put all they met to the fword, to the nifmbcr of four thou-y^i''^' 
fand. Blit a much greater number pcnflicd by their own 
hands, flinging themfelves down from the rocks, walls, and 
by other violent means, louring this liege Placitlus was fun Itnbyr 
to take liahyr^ mentioned in the Jaft note. IJc went, ami taken, 
drew the 'Jews down into the plain by a pretended flight, 
faced about, and defeated them, and got pofllfiion of the 
mountain 

Aftkr this flout fiegc was over, Vefpcfian fent his fon Oifchala 
"^fitus to form that of Gtfchala \ and this lafl, who was now hjlcisd. 
beginning to relent nt tlie grc.it flaughrer made at Gan:afay 
earneft)*' exhorted them to pre\ent, bv a timely furrendej, 
involving fliomrelves in the fame fate. The citizens w' -'e in- 
clinable enough to take his advice ; but a flditious j ezo of 
that town, named John^ the Ln of Levi, heail of the fadion, 
and a vile fellow, oppofed it, and, having the mob at bis beck, 
overawed the whole city. That day being the fabbath, this f^dchala 
wretch begged of Titus to forbear hoftilitics till the morrow, ' 
and then lie would accept of his offer j but inftcad of that fled 
tiy J erufalem^ w'here he committed an infinite deal of mifehief. 

On the morrow the citizens came and furrendered themfelves, 

Ibid, 1. iv. c. i, & feq, 

compafled with a large wall, during all this war, but kept con- 
built by pbns in about forty flant to their fubjcdlion to the 
days ( 4 ). Romans ; fo that Gamala and 

." As for the town of Sephoris, Q^'cala were the two laft towns 
which was extremely rich and in Galilee xo be reduced. * 
ftfong, it never once rebelled 

(4) Bell. yud. /. iv. e. 2* 

U and 
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and told ihQ Roman general of John'% flight, begging of him, 
that he would fpare the guililefs, and punilh the factious alone f 
which he readiljr confented to, and only fent fome of his 
hoi fe after the fugitivevS. But John had reached Jerufalem^ 
before they could overtake him ; thc-y killed, however, near 
iix thoufiind of his followers on the road, and brought back 
^ three thcjufand women and children prifoners. The taking 
and garifoning of this laft place coin^deted the conqueft of 
Galilee^ and Titus rejoined bis fatlier at Cajarea^ where they 
gave their troops fame refpite before they went to befiege 
yemfaUm 

Tijco far- 7 HE JauiJI) nation by this time was divided into two vciy 
r/fj M Ju- oppoiite parties: the one, forefeeing, that this war, if ton- 
deca. tiiujed, muft end in the total ruin ot their country, were for 
putting an cfl'edlual Knd to it, by a fpcedy fubmiflion to the 
Romans : the oihcr^ whicli was the fpawn of the Gaulonitijh 
inciMidiary, and breathed nothing but war, confufion, and 
cruelty, oppofed all peaceable mcafurcs with an invincible ob- 
y/ tiinacy. I'his P-trty, which was by far the more numerous 
ter of the and poweifil, confdLd of men of the vi left and inoft profl- 
z,ealQt 5 , gate chsrailer that ever hiilory could paralleL They were 
proud, ambitious, cruel, rapacious, and committed the moft 
horrid and unnatural crimes, under pretence of refigion. In 
a worn, if Jofephush charadler of them may be credited, 
they a6fed more like incarnate devils, than like men, who 
had any fcnlh left of goodnefs and humanity (X). 7 "'his 
obliged the contrary party to rife up likewife in arms in their 

* Ibid. c. 4. 

(X) They covered, however, foreign authority, or perillied in 
their hellifh brutality with thefpe- the attempt (5). 
cious title of zeal for the glory 7 'his dreadful diflenfion was not 
of God, ajfirming every-where, confined to JerufaUm^ but had 
that it was offering the greatett infefted all the cities, towns, and 
difhonour to him, to f iibinit to villages of Evenhoufes 
anyearthlypotentate, muchmore and families were fo divided a- 
to Romavs and heathens; and gainll each other, that, as onr 
that this was the only motive Savaonr had exprefly foretold 
that induced them to take up in the dreadful pidlure he made 
arms, and to bind thcmfelves of this final war (6), a man's 
under the ftrideil obligations, greaifeft enemies were often thofe 
not to lay them down, till tliey of his own family and houfhold 
bad either totally extirpated all (7]. 

( 5 ) UilL Jud. l, IV. c, 6 . ^ /. V, f. I, feq, (6 } Mut/h^iCxh. pajf, 

Mark xiii, hhkt xxi. f, (y; x. 36. Lukt xii. 52, 


own 
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own defence againft thofe hell-hounds, from whom, however, 
they fuftered unfpeakably more, than they did even from the 
exafperated as we (hall foon fee. 

The zealots began to exercife their cruelty in robbing, 
plundering, and mallacring all that oppos'd them in the coun- 
tries round about ; after which they calily entered J-tnnj'alem 
with Ticchariah and Eleazar at their head. Here they were, 
at firft, ftrenuoufly oppofed by th<! late high-prieft Ananus 
(Y), whofe zeal upon this occafion Jofepkus highly com- 
mends. I'hat pontift* made a pathetic fpeech to the people, 
exhorting them to take* up arms againft thofe factious villaiij , 
who had by this time feized upon the temple, and niacie it their 
garifon, from which they rallied out to commit the Vilelt 
outrages roid butch :: ics. He eaiily perfuaded them to fdh'w 
his advice-; upon which they went and armed thcmfilv .s, 
aud returned in a llrong body, and matie a vigorous atMi k 
againit them. 'Fhe engagement w’as fierce and obfiirnte on 
both fidcs, and lafted a con fid era ble time. At lcr:<*!h, Afianm 
forced liiem out of the outer ciniflure of the temple, wln^nce 
th'*y retired into the inner, wlure he held them c lof ly be- 
liegcJ, W/: liave lifely taken notice of a vile deinyoojyuo, 
John oi (iiJehaUi^ who liad fled lately from this Kill plj( c 
Jerufa}em\ and was at the head of the feditious : tins wrctci?, 
under pretence of taking the intereit of the peaceable purtv, 
?vas aClualiy betraying them to the zealots ^ Jnanus^ ixa 
furpecling his treachery, fent him to offer the befiegcd fome 

fair terms of accommodation ; inftead of which, when he 

• 

‘ Ibid. I. iv. c. 5, 6. 


(Y) He had been depofed 
about fix years before, as wc Iiave 
already feen, and fucceeded by 
feveral others. Matthias the foil 
of Theophilus was now in that 
dignity, to which he had been 
railed a year or two before by 
\iiVi%Jgrippa{%)i but the fedi- 
tious in the temple took it into 
their heads to choofe another in 
his ftead^ which they did by 
cafUng lots firft for the twenty- 
four claffes, in which the twelfm 
was taken, and in that, upon one 
PhanniftSy a man wholly unfit for 
it, and whom they were forced 


to leach the manner of perform- 
ing his office. 

I'his unprecedented boldnefs, 
joined to their niafiacres, and 
other pollutions of the temple, 
and even of the very fandluary, 
gave fuch offence, not to tlie 
priefis only, but to all the reli- 
gious that they fougiit 

from that time for fome means 
of ridding themfelves of their 
tyranny, while the zealots crew 
made a jeft of them, and of every 
thing that was facred, feriouii, 
or huxnane. 


(g; StU.J'Uliv. €,uk, 
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Their hor* 
rid butch* 
erics. 

Year of 
Chr. 70. 

tijii late 
hiph* 
pi eft. 


[uhn of 

(.•r 

cnjii’j 
treachery ^ 


came 
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Tfz/te thec^mt to them, he penuadtd them to hold out^ and ^all the 
Idumtai s Idtfmcans to tlieif ailiAance (Z) 

On that very night there happened fuch a dreadful ftorm^ 
acompanicd with thunder and lightning, and a violent earth- 
qi ake, tlat the zralots from within the inner court fawed 
th^ h )ks and hinges of the temple-gates, without being heard^ 
freta the gua»’ds of the btfiegeis, (allied into the city, 
Jhrnd and let in t\\L I lumeans Thcfe two parties, thus joined 
b tef it es 2i jj (frengthened, beg^n to commit the moft horrid butcheries 
commuted oppofite fide. Birely to put them to an) fieedv death, 

was v«7nai they thought too mdd a punilhment , they muft 
liave the pie (uie to murd r them by inches, fo that they 
midc It now their diverfion to put them to the moft exquilite 
toiturcs that could be invented , neither could the> be pre- 
vaded upon to difpatch them, till the violence of their torments 
h d undtred them qui e incapible of feeling th<m. Twelve 
Aninus tboufand perfons of hoble extradhon, and m the flower of their 
and jefus wltl butchered in that horrid m inner, and among them 

tni£ac}ed br^ve Jnanui (A)y zndjfjus the fon of Gamaliel^ who 

liad fo nobly oppofed them In i vi( rd, the zexl )ts fuiy and 
cruelty were grown to fuch an height, tint the whole nation 
trembled at then ver) name , none dared bw fetn or iie^id to 
veep or cry for the murder of their neaieft reli/ions, nor 
even to o:ivt them burial *. 

I HF Idiinuafs at length inveighing againft the mafTacring 
fuch rnmbcis of worth) perfons inddciimmatel) , the zealots 
began lo fet up a kind of court of judicatuic, to judge thofe 
thv/ Ihould think gailt) , with lome fticw oi jullicc. Zechu* 

» Cap 7 ^ Lib V c I. 


(Z) They did fo, and procu- 
red twenty llioufind of them to 
come to their ichef, but whti 
thefe approached the metropolis 
An t itfulvd th n entrance, 
and txhoiudtnein in a civil and 
fnendi) mannci to retire into 
their own cojutry, at which 
tlic) were fc exifpeiatcd, that 
they jccuf d him of being in the 
’Roff zn mtcrcl^, and ja going to 
betiay the city to them They 
•fat down befoie the walls for 
1 tut ds) , threaicning Ananus and 
f fus the (on of Gamahei^ an- 
etl cr depefed high pneft, in the 

rv) Ibtd. 


ftvcrcfl ten I , if they did not 
open their gucs to them {9) 

(A) We hive obfer\ed clfe- 
wlierc, that he was the fon of 
Annas mentioned in the gofpel • 
It wa» that caufed St James 
to be erll down from the bat- 
tlements of the temple, and 
to be put to death, in other 
cafes, he was a brave man, and 
the ovdy peifon, almofl, who had 
courage and condu6f enough left 
to flein the tide, and to reftore 
peace to the nation , and it was 
for this reafon that the zealots 
cut him oiF. 
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riab die Ton of Baruch ( B) was one ot c le firft who was 
brought before this mociv court* which coiililted kieniy* 
two perfons. They brought a difmal catalogue < \ at uf^cions 

3 ;ainft him* which he not onw rckiled with gu4i caic and 
ainntfs, but reminded them ot their own black and hclliih 
crimes with fu h noble courig<** and in '‘u h lively colours, 
that the eonltioufncfb of duir guilt rude them pionouii e 
him innocent ; at which the /ealois were To cxafpeiat d, 'hdw Zecha* 
tfiey murdrred him on the fpot* bid 1 1 m it the fame tinu n h Wi/r- 
take thit anfolution at tli“ r Inn 1 , wlni.h would m 

furer to him than that of his j Ig s , alter wh ch fhe tmple. 
drove out of then feats* as perions unfat for thur pur- 
pj(e(C) 

(B) This brave and w'oithy we fliall not enter into the merit 
pnfoa Is by many Chrilhan coni of the c6 uiuvei ly, o it lefer 
mentators fuppoied tne fume oai rtader«» to thole u \o have 
With the Zuhiitab the ion of vvntten upon r, and whicli tne 
Bmachtab^ laid by oui Saviour reader will had at die bolwom 
to have been murdei ed bt t v\ ten of t he p ige ( ^ ' 
the temple and the altar i) It (C) Ihty threw the body of 
ib, indeed, obju^fed, tluit he 7 cb tiah out of tii« itii p^c 
fpeaki) there of him, as ot a down into tlie deep vaH.) tint 
perfon lon^ fince put lo death , was by the fide of it , a i me 
but it IS replied, tint he fpike l^unta j, albamtd to aa rny 
Jirophctically, c'lid attording to longer in conceit with 1 h 
the piophetic llyle, made ufe of blood) alnHinsj, retned intoihur 
the prefent for the future And own countiy, after having ftt at 
it muft Iv owned, that unlcfs liberty two itioufand piiionci , 
thefe two hiiloi ans fpeak of the and left the zcalo*- to jtign 
fameperlon, It will bedifhcult to in then crucl’its VMihout any 
find out the mentioned further ufti int horn thi-> 

in the gofpel , the Lift of thofe t*iuc thefe bit; dy hell lioundb, 
juft perfons, the Ihedding of who weie glad at heart to fee 
whofe blood was to fill up the then backs tuintd upoT them, 
meafure of the Jc is iniquities ; gave themfclves a loolc to all 
unlefs we fuppofe him, with Mr manner of b irbarilics , and as 
Bucket and others, to bt the fame nothing rtndtrcd a man more 
which lb mentioned in the Old dreadful to them than tne bare 
Teftament (z), and is called rlicio fufpi ion of his being honett or 
the fon of J(hotada the prieft, virtaoub, fo thi y maderliegreat- 
and was actually murdered in the cil liavock amoi ^ all who had 
temple by order of the un> the Icaft pretence to that cha- 
gnueful king Joafi. However, radfer (4). 

(j) xaui. 3;. Qhrm XXIV. 20, 21. St aJfonaL iv. p» 14"* 

€l wt, (V)* (?) W/J Cm Hamm Btxa, T rat L. iST 

Bdhrif dporr, T, not, tn Pt Jac^, Caimet, i» voc, Surk» tn M 

3 ., ^aU ( 4 ) Ihd. 
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Their nge did not flop there ; but, after having butcheM^ 
all the perfons of any diitindiion or charaiEler, they begin to 
wreak it on the common people. It was a capita enme tn 
have once feemed to oj^fe them ; to be ina^ive, was to be 
a fpv on them ; not to applaud their vileft aifttons, was to 
be aifaffe(£ted ; and to be either rich, or fufpe&d to be 
or even having the misfortune of being difliked by them, was 
crime enough to deferve death This obliged many of the 
yews to forfake Jerufalem^ and take Ihtlter under the Rq* 
iniins^ though the gates and avenues of the city Weie fo clofely 
guarded, that it was extremely hazardous to retire to them ; 
and as niany as were caught doing fo, were put to immediate 
death All this while Vefpaftan^ who was at Cafarea^ re- 
mained a kind of idle fpedator afar ofF of the difmal condition 
of the JiwiJh nation. His officers, amazed at this fo unufual 
in^iAion, took the liberty to remind him, what pity it was 
he (hould thus neglcA the inofl favourable opportuni^ of 
Vsfpafian making himfelf mafter yerufalem^ and all Palajiine, Veffa* 
fiays at ftan^^\\Q had a longer head than they, foon made them fenfible, 
Csefarca. continuing thus idle in Cafarea was the moft pro- 

bable means of em:£ting the conqueft they were fpeak*^ 
ing of, with (he leaft diffimlty, and hazard of his own troops ; 
fince the Jewtjh ftrength dwindled daily more and, more by 
their inteftine broils and mailacres, whilft his own men, after 
enj^ing fo long a rcfiefhment, would be the better able to, 
crum them into fubmiffion or death r. yofepbus mentions 
this fpeech of the Roman general as prophetical ; and, indeed, 
whoever reads the eleventh and following chapters of Zecha^ 
ria^ will be apt to think, that he took his meafures from 
them. 

Viioiia- Every thing fucceeded to his wifli. The zealots, after 
kts it- having malTacred, or driven away, the oppofite party, began 
midti into to turn their bloody fwords againft each other, y^hn of 
two fa- Gifchala^ a wretch of unparalleled ambition, could not brook, 

that any (houM {hare the command with him \ and, in order 
to make himfelf abfolute, drew the moil profligate of the 
zealots into his party. The other chiefs, who oppofed him 
with no fmall heat, made another faction ; fo that they were 
ever either ikirmifbing with each other, or plundering the poor 
remains of tbe people. Wbilft things went thus on from bad 
to worfe in the city, there arofe a new gang of ficarii in the 
country, who, having feized the llrohg fortrefs of Majpida^ 
made it their place of retreat. Thefe {Sundered, burned and 
Simon maflacred cvery-whcrc, and carried their plunder into that 

thffica ^ ^ Goriasjt 

« Ibid. info. Mbid.c.«, 


a bold} 



0m. 

JtiKoUy ambitious youDg maii» a lutive of Gilafa^ WhOy to 
* Increafe his party, caum a proclaoiacion tq be difperfed, in 
which he promifed liberty to all the iUves» and proportionable 
encour^ements to all the freemen, that (hould come over to 
him* This ftratagem had the deiired eficA ; and he faw his 
party in a very little time fwelled into a confiderable army, 
and bimfclf refpedled and obeyed, as if he had been a mon- 
arch. Many Jews of diftinAion. as well as others of a 
meaner rank, were glad thus to put themfelves under his pro- 
tection from the cruelty of the other parties >>. 

Whilst thefc things were tranfaflmg xwjuiaa^ JVira, NeroV 
having been declared an enemy to Rome by the fenate, left death, 
both it and the world to avoid the more fhameful punifhtnent 
decreed againft him *, as (hall be further (hewn in the Roman Chriftyi. 
biftory. Vefpajian^ who was yet ignorant of it, and did not 
wholly credit Jofephus^s predidion of his becoming emperor, 
was making great preparations againft the* revolted Jews^ and 
for the fiege of Jerufalem^ whtlft Simony at the head of a 
great army, was making war againft the zealots. Thefc laft, 
having notice what great magazines of arms and ammunition 
Simon had got, in order to come and inveft them, begin 
to think it high time to try to difperfe his forces by a vi- 
gorous fally. They did fo, and were defeated, and put to 
flight; but SimoHy not thinking htmfelf ftrong enough yet to 
h^v^Jerufalemy went to Idumea y wuh an army of 

twenty thoufand men. The Idumeans marched againft him ^^^^ded 
with twenty-five thoufand, which was all they could get in ^ Simon, 
that (horjt time. A fierce battle enfued, whii.h lafted from 
morning till night, by which time it could fcarcely be guefied 
which (ide had got the better. But Simon found means foon Betre^ti 
after to have that country betrayed to him by a tieacherous^^^^- 
Idumean (D), who, having got command of their foices, 

* Ibid. c. 3, k feq. « Subton. in Neron. c. 40. Tacft. 
hift. 1. i. 


(D) This mifereant, whofe 
name was Jamesy was one of the 
Idumean cluefs, and was Tent by 
the reft to reconnoitre the ene- 
my, and know the number of 
their forces. He fet outr from 
the Idmean camp at OUuray and 
privately agrera with Simon to 
deliver np the my and country 
\o him, on condition he (hoifla 


be treated with honour ; which 
being promifed, he returned to 
his camp, and there reprefented 
the enemy’s army a& vaftiy more 
numerous and ftrong thxn it 
really was ; by which means he 
eafiiy obtained the command, 
and compaffed his treacherous 
defign{y). 


(5) 


dcliryred 
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delivered them up to him, as* had been agreed between them. 
Ptti to fire Simon put all to fire and fword, and, by the conqueft of 
a^ut/word, thoit province, became more dreadful than ever to the zCcdots ; 
who from that tirpe did not care to come out agai ift him, 

- but contented tbemfelves with laying amjuftes ag^inft iiim in 
all the pafTes ; in one of which they took his wife pnfoner. 
They were on the fudden ftrangelv elated at their fucrefs, 
not doubting but they fhouki now eafily force him to lay down 
his arms, in order to get her releafed to him. But it hippened 
quite otherwife ; for Simon no fooner heard the news, than 
he pofted with his army to the very gates of Jerufalcm^ wht'ie 
he committed fuch cruelties, and threatened the enemy into 
fuch a fright, that they were glad to fend him his wile a^ain ; 
after which he left them, to go and ruin the fad rem uns of 
Abandon- Humea. Thefc miferable wretches, feeing the devaltations 
ed by the butcheries which he committed there, left the country 
inhabit- b,g mercy, and went to take flielter at Jerufalem ; but 
cuts. were piirfued by his troops to the very walls of that metro-> 

polls b. 

Thus Simon without^ and "^ohn within, feemed to ftrive 
which fhould outdo the other in cruelties, and in the moft 
unheard-of crimes 5 whilft thofe that fell into cither hands 
were fure to be butchered without mercy; infomuch that 
John de- there was now no fafe place either in city or country, john 
fentedhy hitherto tyrannized within at the head of his blood-hounds* 
the Idu- uncommon fuccefs, when the Idumearts^ who were left in 
means, the city, and were of his party, not being longer able to bear 
his tyranny, revolted againfthim, killed a great number of his 
men, plundered his palace (E), smd forced him to retire into 
the temple. In the mean time, the people, having taken a 
notion, that he would fally out in the night, and fet fire to 
the city, called a council, in which th y pitched upon a 
medy far woifc than the difeafe ; whu-h was, to open the 
Cl tv-gates, and let in Simon with his troops, to oppofe thofe ot 
John and his zealots. MaithiaSy the then high'pneft, againft 

*» Bell. Jud. ubi fupra, c. 7. 

(E) This pfcjaceliad. it feems, beftialities of the zealots witldn, 
been built there by the princefs as well as of Simon without, they 
Crapta, coufm to Ixai s king of are of ^fo (hocking a nature, fhat 
Adiahenc^ of whom we have had we (hall pafs them in filence. 
occafion to fpcak in a former 7'hofe that can read them with- 
cb ipter (6). out horror may fee them in w 

As for the horrid crimes and hiftorian (7). 

(7) ft//. 7«</, 7; 

vrhom 


f 6 ) See befercyp* 164, 
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whom thefe laft had fet up an obfcure prieft into that dignity, 
promoted the defign, without troubling himfelf about the 
confequences, and was Tent to acquaint Simon with it. Simon Simon ad^ 
was accordingly admitted into the city, where his chief care mittedinto 
now was to render his ftrength as great, and authority as ab- the city, 
folute, as he could. To this end he luuiced indifferently on 
thofe that had invited him in, and thofe againfi whom he was 
called, and foon began to exert his authority againfi them 
equally, though the former had received him with great ho- 
hours, and univerfal acclamations, as their future deliverer. 

But ingratitude and breach of faith were crimes of too light a Hu horrid 
nature to fcare a wretch that had difearded all natural and ingrati* 
civil virtues, to abandon himfelf to the moft monftriuis vi es. tude. 

He made, however, a bold affault againft John^ and his party j 
but, being as fioutly repulfed, he contented himfelf for the 
prefent with keeping them clofely belieged in the-trinple 

The Romans^ on the OJhcr hand, had not ftood idle all Gadara 
this laft year ; but, being invited by the inhabicancs of Gadara^fi^rren- 
one of the ftrongeft places on that fide "Jordan^ had fent Pla- dered, 
cidm to take poffeflion of it. He was forced to fight his way 
through fcveral flout bodies of the fadtio.us, who oppofed him. 

He killed about fifteen thoufand of them, as they were en- Fa^ious 
dcavouring to oafs that river, befides a great number of others, 
whom ho defeated at feveral encounters, and many more made h Haci- 
^^rifoners. In a word, PUuidus beftirred himfelf fo well, 
that he foon reduced all that part of Jiidaa which lies on the 
call- fide of the Jordan^ except the caftle of Machoiron, All 
this was ^one in the winter.. In the beginning of the fpring 

marched out of Cafarea^ and penetrated near half Idumea 
of Idumea^ plundering and burning every place he came rafted. 
through, except fuch as he thought expedient to leave with a 
Roman garifon, to keep the country in awc'^. 

Some months before this time, Fefpafian received the Galbayie- 
news of Nero's death, and of Galba's being chofen his fuc- ceeds 
ceffor ; upon which he immediately difpatched his fon Titus Nero, 
to Rome^ to compliment the new cmpeior, and to receive his nudjlain. 
orders concerning the reduction of judeea. Agrippa defired 
to bear him company ; but the winter not being quite over, 
and their ftiips being of a large bulk, they failc^ fo flowly, 
tjiat they were got no farther than Achaia^ when they ic- 
Ceived the news of Galba's being murdered, after a feven 
months reign, and Otho'% being proclaimed in his room. Otho pro- 
jfgripptt refolvcd to continue h'ls^ voyage ; but fitus^ as by claimed, 
Ipme divine impulle, was now come back to rejoin his father 
at Cafareuy whither hs was returned after bis Iduman expe- 

« Jbid. c. 9. ^ Iby, c 3. 

di;ion. 



Year of ditidn^ They left Cafarea oa the fifth of ytine^ anid ^ 
Chrift 72. their army towards Jerit/alem^ and took every place in ^'cir 
Vyv>J way thither, except liermm^ MaAarony and Majfada^ Whilft 
Certalisj one of their chief ^neral?, with a confiderable 
body of troops, was laying waite the upper Idumea. 

WHILST Ju(Uta was tfuis miferably torn with a foreign, 
and with their inteftine wars, the Roman empire was in as 
bad a plight' with their own. We fhall not anticipate on the 
Roman hiftory fo far as to enter into the particulars of the mur- 
der of Galboy Otbo^ and Vitellius. Suetonius f compares Rome 
to a veflel tolTed about by contrary winds, and ready at every 
Vefpafian moment to fink, when Vefpafian was happily chofen emperor, 
chofen em- and teftored a calm to the empire. Jofephus now reaped the 
feror. benefit of his former predi£lions ; and that emperor, recalling 
Jofephus them to mind, thought , it high time now not only to give 
fet at It- him his liberty, but recompenfe him for his faithfulnefs to him 
berty. ^i{h many fignal favours « (F). As foon as Vefpafian had re- 
ceived the news, that bis elediion had been confirmed at Rome^ 
he left the heft of his troops with his fon Thus^ wi:h orders 
to go and befiege ferufalemy and to deftroy it utterly \ after 
which he prepared himfelf to return to the capital of his em- 
pire. 

7hree , All this while the JewiJh dilTenfions increafed, and Elea- 
faSiom in zar the fon of another Simon^ a perfon of the facerdotal order, 
Jerula- and of great fenfe and courage, found means to form a new*' 
lem. party, and to draw a confiderable number of John of Gifchala *9 

* Tacit. Sueton. ubi fupra. Bell. Jud. ubi fupra, c.^S, &feq. 

^ In vit, Vcfpaf. ® Ubi fupra, c. 1 2. 


(F) Vefpafian was then at Be- 
rytusy where vaft numbers of em- 
bafiadoTs came crouding to com- 
pliment him on his eleven, and 
to offer him the ufual crowns, 
and letters of fubmiiTion. Here 
he held a grand council, wherein 
having highly extolled the cou- 
rage of the JenviJh chief, he re- 
lated to thenf how he had fore- 
told his coming to the empire, 
even during Nereids life. 

Titus, who was there prefi^t, 
and had conceived a great efleem 
for him, declared that it would 
be an adion worthy his gqpdnefs 


and jullice to grant him his li- 
berty, to knock off his fetters, 
and to reftore him to the rank 
and condition which he enjoyed 
before his captivity. It being' 
the cufiom of the Romans to 
break the bonds of thofe who^ 
had been unjuilly detained in, 
them, Vefpafian approved his 
propofal, and caufed it to be put. 
in execution out of hand ; and 
Jofephus not only gained his li- 
berty by it, but got the reputa- 
tion of a prophet, and was in 
high credit in the Roman army 
eV«f after (8). 


( 8 ) BfU. Jud, A vL t, a. 


men 
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men to hini) under pretence that thn laft was become fo in- Eleastr 
human and tyrannical, that it was dangerous to let him lord mairr « 
it any longer over them. With this new party he feized on ftrwgpa^ 
the court of the priefls, and confined John in that of the 0^ ^gninft 
IfraiUtiS. Ekazar kept the avenues {u well guarded, that 
none were admitted to come into that part of the temple, 
but thofe who came thither to offer (acrifices ; and it was by 
thefe offerings chiefly, that he maintained himfelf and his men. 

Jobn^ by this means, found himfelf hemmed in by two power- 
ful enemies, Eleazar above (G), and Simon, who was mafter 
of the city, below. He defended himfelf againft the former 
by his engines (H), out of which he kept ftill throwing of 
ftones into his court ; and when he fallied out againft the 
latter, he fet all on fire, where-ever he could reach, by which 
he deftroyed great quantities of corn, and other provifions, 
with which they might otherwife have held out a fiege feveral 
years. Thus were thefe three fadions ever watching all ad- 
vantages againft each other. Simon bad the greateft number Their con- 
of troops, and a ftorc of arms and provifions, his army con- nnd 
lifting of ten thoufand zeilots, and five thoufand Idumeans \ admanta- 
but he was the moft Jifadvantiigeoufly fituated of the three, 

John had the advantai^e over him in this laft refpedi:, but had 
only fix tlioufand men, and was forced to get provifions for 
jthtm by his conftant failles. He was fuperior to Eleazar in 


(G) We have formerly ob- 
ferved in our defenptioa of this 
Hardy building, tliat the inner- 
moil court railed confider- 
ably above the reft, having a ter- 
race and nineteen Heps to afeend 
to the area of it (9). 

(H) John had luckily found 
a great quahtity of large cedar- 
trees, which king Agriffa had 
cauf(^ to be brought from Leba- 
nus at a vaH charge, to raife the 
temple twenty cubits higher than 
it was, or, perhaps, that part 
which we obferved in the note 

. IhH quoted, to have been funk 
tluit number of cubits, through 
the weaknefs of the foundation ; 
but his project was fet ailde by 
reafon of the war. 

John, having poflfeffion oT this 


court, foon put the timber to 
other ufes, and caufed towers, 
and other engines, to be made 
with it, m order to befiege his 
competitor within; and indeed 
he ceafed not haraifmg him, but 
whilH he was forced to defend 
himfelf againH Stmon, who be- 
fieged him from without. The 
flight of Heps and terrace, men- 
tioned in the laH note, not per- 
mitting him to bring his towers 
near enough to the wall of the 
inner cincture, he was projefling 
to have removed them towards 
the weftern fide, where the 
ground wai allpl^s bat Pro- 
vidence fo ordered it, that Titns 
begnn the fiege of the be- 
fore he could compafs it, which 
made him fet Us afide. 


(5) get bifirt, p, jvA «wr. 
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number of men ; this lafl having but about two thouiand fou^ 
hundred. But he was more ftrongly fituated, and was con^ 
tinually fupplied with provifions, by the offerings which the 
people conftantly brought to the temple, and which they 
often abufcd by luxury and drunkennefs 

This was the fad diftradled ftate of Jerufalem^ when Titus 
marched his army againft it. He bad, belides the three le- 
gions which had ferved under his father, the fifth legion^ 
which had been fo roughly handled by the Jews in Cejiius^s 
time, and now burned with a defire of revenge. Befides 
thefc, Jgrippa^ Soemus^ and Antiochus (the two former of 
whom accompanied him in pcrfon), and fome allied cities, 
had furnifhed him with twenty regiments of foot, and eight 
of horfe, belides vaft multitudes of Arahs^ and a choice num- 
ber of pcrfons of di/lindtion from haly^ and other places, 
who came to fignali2;e themfelves under bis ftandards. Ttius 
ordered the fiftli Itf^ion to take the road of Emmaus^ the 
tenth that of Jericbo^ the other two legions marched after 
him in the order, which the reader will find in the following 
notei (i). It was now the beginning of Aprils and near the 
feaft of the paffover, to which there was a greater refort of 
Jews this year, than had ever been known, even from be- 
yond the Euphrates (K). ‘ 

' Titus 

^ Bell. Jud. 1. vi. c. i. ‘ Jbid. in fin. Se cap. 2 . 


(I) Jo/rphus, who was an eye- 
witnefs of it, becaufe he was {HU 
ordered to follow the emperor, 
gives it us as follows ( i ) : 

The auxiliaries marched firft, 
and were followed by the pio- 
neers, whole bulincfs it was to 
level the ground as they went. 
After them came the general 
quartermallers, who marked out 
dieir encampments, and were 
followed by the baggage of the 
chiefs of the army, under a fnf- 
ficient efcort. 

TiSus came next, attended with 
his guard, and a fclcdl number 
of troops, followed by a body of 
horfe, who marched juft before 
the warlike engines ; and after 
thefe came the tribunes and 

(t) tbid^. 


chiefs of the cohorts, »> attended 
with a chofen number of troops. 
Then appeared the Roman eagle, 
i'liirounded wuth the enfigns of 
the fcveral legions, and preceded 
by a number of trumpets found- 
ing, and followed by the main, 
body, which marclied in rank 
and file fix in a front. Lallly, 
came the futilers, handicrafts,. 
(fc. attended with a ftrong guard 
of foldicrs, which doled the 
whole march. In this order they 
came to Cophna, which had . a 
and on the next ' 
day loGiheath-faul^ about thirty 
ftades, or three miles and an half, 
from Jerufaltm, 

(K) The chiefs of the JehfSs 
in Ralafiine had written, iC feems^ 

X, in fin, 

to 
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TituSy being advanced fo near the city, went himfelf to re- Marches 
cdnnoitre its ftrengtK aiid a,venues, attended only with ^vKagainftlt^ 
hundred horfe ; he feemed even to flatter himfelf, that, upon rufalem. 
his firft appearance, the peaceable part of the would Vearof , 
open the gates to him ; but, to his furprize, the factious made Chr;i1:73. 
fo fudden and vigorous a Tally againft him, that he found him* 
felf quite furrounded with enemies, in a narrow defile, and 
cut off from his cavalry ; fo that he had no other way left to 
efcape their fury, but to make a defperate pufh, and break 
his way through them ; which he at length, almofl by a mi* 


to Invite all their brethren, every- 
where, not doubting but their 
prefence, and great concourfe, 
W'ould coptribate to quell the 
factious within, as well as oppofe 
the Romans without ; fo that they 
came flocking to this folemnity 
from all parts of the world. 

liut it Teems as if they were di- 
rected thither by the hand of Pro- 
dence to fuffer the puhiflimcnt 
of their fins, the bulk oT the na- 
tion being there, as it were, Ihut 
up in a prifoii, to iiud to that of 
%he acllroying fword, the dread- 
ful plagues of famine and pclti- 
Icnce, which flionly after de- 
voured th^m. Jnfiphtis reckons 
eleven hundred tlioufand who 
died during the hege. 

They neitlier wanted arms, 
warlike engines, men, courage, 
or any thing but experience, to 
make a brave defence ; but this 
they made up by theirinvincible 
ol^inacy and defpair. Their 
City was ftrongly fituate by na- 
ture, furrounded with three 
flout walls, and many llatdy 
and ftrong towers. The hrll, or 
old wall, which, by reaTon of 
its vail thicktiefs, was looked 
u|ion as impregnable, had fiJcty 
of ihefe towers, very lofty, firm, 
and ftrong. The fecond had 
fourteen, and the third, eighty. 
The former of thefc, befides its 


extraordinary height and thick- 
nefs, was raifed on an high and 
fleep mountain, and liad a valley 
beneath it of a prodigious depth. 
The other two were high and 
ftrong in •proportion. The cir- 
cuit of the city was thirty-three 
ftades, or four thoufand one hun- 
dred and twenty geometric paces, 
or near four of our miles. 

Befides thefe vaft fortifications, 
there were fcveral other callJcs 
of extraordinary ftrength, fuch 
as thofe of Hippicos^ ?h'f:ely 
Marumnr^ and Antonia ; to iay 
nothing of the royal, and fome 
other ilately and well -fortified 
palaces. The tempic ft.ll ex- 
ceeded all the reit in llrcngtli, 
both for fituation, ;t.» wails, 
lowers, and other buildings; and 
was at leall equal to th<i Dell ci- 
tadels then in being 
how iiiTadicient did adl thefe, I' ld 
the vaft quantities of arm-. J 
ammunition, prove, to Lve 
a nation, whom tne Jiivinc ja- 
ftice had doomed to rue moft 
dreadful deftruClion ! Weli 
Titas, after he had taken >iie 
city, and came to view the in- 
credible ftrength of it, cry out, 
that God mail c'Criuinly have 
fought for him, fihee no humari 
power or ftrength was equal to 
tliat )Vhi^ they had now over- 
come. 


(zj See yofiphuf, ihid, r. 
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rack, hapi^ly accompliflied). even ^wi^9ut ir^eeivlng; aAjr, 
I'itus*/ wound, or loHng more than two of bis men K After tw 

namw narrow efcape, he caufed his army to draw nearer to Se9pas 

ifcapi. within feven ftades of the city, in order to befiege it in form, 

Jerufa- whilft the factious within were applauding themielves for their 

lem he- late advantage, which they vainly interpreted as a good omen 

fieged. of their future fuccefs. His legion, which had come by the 

way of Jericho^ being arrived, he ordered it to encamp on 
the mount of Olives^ which was parted from the town on the 
eaft by the brook Cedron^ and where they were on a fudden fo 
furiouily aflaulted by the befieged, that they were in danger 
of being cut all in pieces, had not Titus come timely to their 
rcfcue (L). 

The three It was then that the three fa£lions, feeing themfelves be* 
faaions fieged by fo powerful an army, and fo brave a general, bc- 
nnitbin g^jj jq think of laying afide all private feuds,, and join togc- 
united, jji a vigorous defence againft the common enemy. This- 

union, however, proved but ihort-lived \ for, on the four<^ 
teenth of Aprils which was ulbering in the pafllbver, when 
Eleazar had opened the avenues of his court to the great con* 
John’/ courfe that came thither to facrifice, John of Gifchala found 
iloedy means to Hide in fome of his men with fwords hid under their 
ftratagem, cloaks among them, who immediately drew their weapons, 
fell on Eleazar*^ party, and the reft of the people, filled the, 
court of the priefts with blood, and horrid outcries, and took 
poiTelEon of the place. By this bloody and impious ftratagem 
the three factions were reduced to two, E/eazar^s men being 
all either cut off, or after their flight were returned with their 
chief, and had fubmitted themfelves to who had now 

He and no enemy but Simon within the walls. From that time this 
Simon/tf/ff laft renewed his hoftilicies againft him with greater vigour:; 
agaimfi he held now the whole temple, fome of the out>parts of it, 
the enemy f and the valley of Cedron, Simon had the whole city to range 
and then in feme part of which John had made fuch devaftations, 
that they ferved them for a field of battle 5 from which they 
(allied unanimoufly againft the common enemy, whenever 

^ Ibid, ad fln. 

iL) D/o adds to what we read had the better; but that the 
ifl tluit TfVir/ had many Jews were at length repulfe^ 
fuch bloody encounters with the and gave thereby an opportunity 
bdieged under the walls, in which to the enemy to open thefiego 
both fides fought fo valiantly, (3). 
thkt it was hot eafy to fiy Which 

{3} Lih, trvi ^ hi/. U T. c. ri. 
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omf&m wHrcii .tlw ret^mtcl tc^tbeir ufud ^ 

boftlJifMit turning Ibw ari|» each otherT as if they 
had! to^make tor ruin more eafy to the Romans, 

Thcfef in to mean time, were drawing fti8 nearer to the 
Wiib» having with great lajbour and pains, leveled all the 
ground between Se»pas and tbemi by ptilling down all the t ^ 
houfes and hedges, cutting down the trees, and even cleaving , 

the rocks that flood in their way, from Scopifs to the tomb 
of Hifod^ and Btthara^ or pool of ferpenis ; in Which 
work fo many hands were employed, that they finiflied it in 
four days ^ 

Whilst this work was doing, Tifus fent the befieged 
fome offers of peace } Jofsphus was pitched upon to be the in 
meflenger of them ; but they were reje^ed with indignation. /vrw. 

On the morrow they made a fliew of accepting them, into^ 
much that fome of the Romans^ believiri^ them in earnefl, 
ventured, contrary to their generaPs order, to enter the city, 
and narrowly elc^ed with their lives. He fent a fecond time Offers of 
Nicanor and Jofipbus with frefli offers, and the former re- pe^<e re- 
ceived a wound in his {boulder j upon which Titus 
to begin the affault in good earneft (M), and ordered his men 
to rafe the/uburbs, cut down all the trees, and ufe the ma-* 
terials to raife platforms againft the wall. Every thing was 
j|OW carried on with invincible ardour ; the Romans began to 
play their engines againfl the city with all their might ; and it 
was by one of thefe that Jsfus the fon of Ananus^ who had 
fo long foretold the deftru£lion of the JewiJh nation, was 
killed 

Thz Jews had likewife their machines upon the walls, Jews . 
which they plied with uncommon fury : they had taken them defpetate , 
la^Ly from Ce/liuSy when be retired fo lhamefully from them ; defence, 
but they were fo ignorant in their ufe, that they made little 
execution with them, till they were better inffru£lcd by fome 
Ron^n deferters : nil then, their chief fuccefs was rather 
owing to their .frequent failles; but the legions, who 

had all their towers and machines before them, made terrible 

^ Ibid cap. 7 , “ Ibid. 

<M) The plage where Titus, on that £de by the ndddiemoff ; 
a&ir having taken a full 'view ib that when vttaebreto was made 
roto the city, chofe to begin on to former, it was eafy f6t 
hia attack, was towards the tomb them topenetratetotheUtter, and 
of to i^-prieft both be- fo tOme up to, aM make 
dauie it mod on to loweft felves maffets oir^t&e bji^r city, 
ground, and becaufe the outer and next of the temple, by means 
W^l was low, and not defended of to fbttrefs Antoma. ' 

^VoL. X. X X havock. 
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httsoci:. Tkt leaft ftones they threw were near en fiuijUiw^ 
weight ; and thefe tb^ couM ttrow the length of two ftslde^ 
or two hundred and fifty paces* and with fuch 4 forte* that 
chejr could ftiO do mtichtef on thoft that flood at foine diftance 
behind them. Tifus bad reared three towera fifty eulnti 
Tie firfi high on the terrace above-meiitioned ; one of which faaffpeoing 
^all hro* to foil in the middle of the night, greatly alarmed ibe 
kin and man camp* who immediately ran to arms at the noife d k; 
mt^nd. but Thus^ upon knowing the caufe, difmifled them* and 
caufcd it to be fee up again. Thefe towers, being platted 
with iron* the Jews tried in vain to fet fire to them* but 
were at length forced to rettte out of the reach of their foot 
by which the battering-rams Were now at full liberty to play 
againft the wall. A breach was foon made in it, Jtt which 
the Romam entered ^ and the abandoning this lad in* 

cbfure* retired behind the next. This happened about the 
twenty-eighth of Aprils a fortnight after the beginning of the 
ficge 

John*i di^ Jdhn defended the temple* and the caftle of Ant&nia^ and 
ftnee if Simn the reft of the city. TrtUf inarched clofe to the fecond 
thitetnplt^ wall, and plied his battering-rams agatnft it fo furioudy* that 
^5 one of the towers* which looked towards the nof*“h* gave a 
prodigious fbake. The men who were in it, made a fignal 
* to the Romans^ aa if they would furrender \ and* at the fame^ 
time* fent Simon Word to be ready to give them a warm^ re* 
ception. Titus^ having dxfcovered their ftratagem* (died hie 
work more fiirioufly* whilft the Jews that were m the toweri 
«#/Wfct it on fire, and flung tbemfelves into the flames^ The 
tower being fallen, gave them an entrance into the fecond 
inclofure, five days after ^he gaining the firft;. and TitUy 
who was bent on faving the city, would not fufier any paif 
of the wall or ftreets to be demt hihed ; edtich left the breach 
and lanes fo narrow, that when bis men weie funoufly re*- 
pulfed by Stnuny they had not room enough to make a quiefc 
retteaty fo that there was a number of them kiUed in k. 
This overl%ht was quickly re^fiied, and the attack renewed 
with fudi vigour, that the place was carried four days afin 
their fitft lepulfe*^. 

famim Thb fiunine, raging in a terrible mannei in the city, wa» 
mndftfit' foon foltowcd by a peflilence ; and as thefe two dreadful 
kK*. Wgmenti increifed', fo did the rage of the fadhous, who, 

by their inteftine fends, had defiroyed fueb quantities of pro* 
▼moil, that they Were forced to prey upon the peopk with 
the mofi unheaid'Of cruelty. They forced their houfes^ tnd^ 
if they found any viduals in them, they butchned them foe 


* Ibid. c. 8, fe *. 
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iKitr diem of it ; and, if they ibcind; notfaix^ but ^ 

bare iwilby Which was almbft tvdfy*where the cafe, they put 
them to the moft fevere tortmes, under pretence that they 
hUfl fome {hpvifion CQACeakd e. J fikuld^ fays un^ 

^iaki an impvffihU titere / is inttr into a Mail of ail 
tb^ cruekih of tbofe iffifiouf wrtHhfs \ it tcrf// bi ftiffkient to 
ySy, that I do not thinks that finct tht creation any city ever 
fufered fueh dreadful calamities^ or abounded vAth men Jo ftr^ 
me in all kind of wickednefs 

TituSy who knew their mlfcrable conditioti, afid waar Ihit 
willing to fparc them, gave them four days to cool $ during 
which he caufed his army to be mtiftered, and provifiom to 
be diftribuced to them in fight of the ferWf who flocked upon 
the walls to fee it $ and it ra thought, • that even the moft 
flagitious among the zealots were fo frighted at the fight of 
ity that they would have agreed to a furrender, could they 
have depended upon that pardon^ which their black and horrid 
deeds made thenv quite defpair of. Jofephus was fent to fpeak Jofephiis^^ 
to them afrefb, and Co exhort them not to rurt themfelves into fpuch to 
an inevitable rurn, by obftinately perflfting in the defence of 
a place, which could hold out but a very little while, and 
which il^sRomans looked upon already as their own. The 
reader may fee his elaborate and pathetic fpeeeh in tiie chapter 
laft quoted, and which, he tells us, drew a flood of tears 
fiom hint. His ftubborn people, after many a bitter i»ve£tivey 
began to dart their arrows at him : at which, not at all dif*' 
eoufag^d^ he Went on with greater vehemence i but all the 
efltd It wrought on them, was only that it prevailed on greao 
numbers to Seal away privately to the Romans^ whilft the 
rbft became only the moie defperate aitd refolute to hold out 
4b ^e laft, in fpite of Titus* o mercifut offers. 

To haften therefore their deftined ruin, he caufed the city The ckf 
to be furrounded with a ftrong wall, to prevent either their immured^ 
iticeiviifg any iuccours or provifion from abroad, or their 
efcaping his refemmentby flight (N). There was now nothing 
to be feen through the ftreets of Jerufalentj but heaps of dead 
bMies rotting above-ground, walking fkeletons, and dying 

• 

S Cap. II. * ^ Ibid, infill. 

<N) This waU, whicli was three days j by which one aaay 
umic forty fladei, or five miles guefi at the ardoar of the be* , 
in ctrenit, was yet carried on iiegers to make thcmfolves ma; 
wUh fueh fpeed, and by fo mapy Acts of the city {^« 
hadd^ that it was finiihed in 




(4} Bid, e, i|. 
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* wretches. As many as were taught bv the R$mans in thetr 

falhes, Titus caufecl to be crucified m fight of the town, to 
mje£^ a terror among the reft } bat the zealots gave it out, that 
they were thofe who fled to him for proteffion i which when 
Titus underftood, he fent a prifoner with his hands cut off 
to undeceive and allure them, that he fpared all that volun- 
tarily came over to him ; which encouraged great numbers 
to accept his ofters, though the avenues were clofely guarded 
by the factious, who put all to death who were caught going 
on that errand ^ A greater niifchief than that was, that even 
Hot rid thofe, who efcaped fafe to the Romans camp, were miferably 
butcheries butchered by the foldiers, from a notion which thefe had taken, 
^within that they had f wallowed great quantities of gold ; infomuch 
and With- that two thoufand of, them were ripped up in one night, to 
come at their fuppoied treafure ®. When Titus was apprifed 
of this barbarity , he would have condemned all thofe butcher- 
ing wretches to death \ but they proved fo numerous, that he 
was forced to fpare theip) and contented himfelf with fending 
a proclamation through his ^camp, that as many as (hould be 
fufpeiSfed thenceforward of that horrid villainy, ftiould be 
put to immediate death i yet did not this deter many of them 
from it, only they did it more privately than before j *fo greedy 
were they of that bewitching metal. All this while tne de- 
fection inrreafed ftill moie through the inhumanity of the* 
faction within, who made the ipheiies and dying groans of 
their ftarving brethren the fubjeS of their cruel mirth, and 
carried their barbarity even to the (heathing of thejr fwords 
in fport on thofe poor wretches, under pretence of trying their 
fliarpnefb, 

falfe pio* When they found therefore, that neither their guards nor 
phets fet feverities could prevent the people’s flight, they had recourfip^ 
etp%^ to another ftratagem equally impious and cruel ; which was, to 

^ bite a pack of vile prctendeis to prophecy, to go about and 

encourage the defpairing remains of the people to expeft a 
fpeedy and miraculous deliverance ; and this impofture proved 
a greater expedient with that infatuated nation, than their 
other precautions. We ihall not fo far difguft our readers, as. 
to mentioHo what miferable (hifts thefe poor wretches made 
ufe of to prolong the fad remains of a life, which ought to 
have been more lo^thfome under fuch circumftances, than the 
filthy and unnatural alunems they picked up to fupport it 

*■ Jbid. c. ra, & ftq. « Cap', 15, * Ibid. 1 . vii. c. 7.. 


(O) Nothing could be more ^ifion they were now reduce 
dreadful than the famiflied con* Tne poor, having npthinj 
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upon this fad and pinching jui^iine, that an unhappy 
nimbei^ was reduced to the extremity of butchering and eating 
her own child (P). ' imnchilL 

When this news were fpread through the city, the horror 
and con(lernation were as umverfal as they were inexprellSble. 

It was then that they began to think chemielves forfaken by the 

truft to but the Romans mercy^ upon the plunder of the belpleis, , 

or a fpeedy death, ran all ha- had often ^forced into her houfe, 
sards to get out of the city ; and and earned oft fuch provifions as 
if in their flight, and wandering (he had been able to procure, 
out for herbs* or any ocher fu- She had often tried, either 
ftenance, they fell into the hands prayers to prevail on them, or 
of any of Titus's parties, fent by the bittereft.curfes to provoke 
about CO guard the avenues, they them to put an end to her mife- 
were unmercifully fcourged and rable life ; thofe inhuman mon- 
crucifled, if they made the leaft fteis ilill»thought it too great a 
reflftance. mercy to be granted to her. Fill- 

The rich within the walls were cd at length with fury and dc- 
now forced, tho’ in the privateft fpair, Ihe fnacches her fucking 
manner, to give half, or all they child from her bofom, cuts lus 
were worth, for a mcafure of thioaC, and broils him ; and, 
wheat, and the middling foit for having fatiated her prelenc hun- 
onc of b:rley. I'his they were gcr, (he hid the left. The finell 
forced to convey into ibme pri- of it foon drew ibofe voracious 
« vatc place in their houfes, and carrions again to her houfe ; they 
ro feed upon it as it was, with- threatened to put her to the moil 
out daring to pound or grind it, excruciating tortures, if fhe did 
much iels to boil or bake it, left not dilcover her provifion to 
the nolle or fmell fhould draw them ; upon which flie goes and 
the rapacious zealots to come fetches them the fad relics of her 
and tear it from tliem. Not that mangled mfant, and fees it before 
thefe were reduced to any real them, bids them eat heartily, and 
want of provilions, but they had not be fqueamiih* flnee (lie, the 
a double end in this barbarous once tender mother of it, had 
plunder i to wit, the ftarving made no fcruple to butcher, drefs, 

’what they ciuelly filled all ufe- and make a meal of it. At the 
left perfons, and the keeping their fight of this horrid difh thofe 
own ftores in referve (5). bloody hell-hounds, who never 

(P) This lady, whofe aiame had till then felt the leaft fpark 
Miriam or Mary, hsid taken of lemorfe or hujnanity, were 
refuge, with a vaft number of feized with fuch fudden dread, 
others, in this accurfedcity, from that they went oflF trembling out 
the beginning of the Wkr, As of the houfe, and left the afto- 
tht famine incredfed, the fa^lous niftied mother in full poffelSQn 
zealots, who, as we ohferved of herdifmalfare (6), ‘ 

^foxe, lived now altogether 




(5) Beli, Juit uh fop ff 7, fif* (6) Uhfop* Ci 8* 
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fht Jewf Divine Providence, afid to them^ terrible effe^ 
now it* bis anger againft the poor tefioatm of thehr nation ; iiifoii;iU£|^ 
fp^tr of that they began to envy thofo that had periftied before 
tbi dtmmo and to wifli^their turn might come before the fad expedhrdcata- 
frott&lon. ftrophe. Their fears were but too Juft ; fincc at the very 
firft hearing of this inhuthan deed^ iWore the total exttrpatioO of 
/wears the people. S-ncc, faid he, they have fo often refufed 

of pardon, and have preferred war to peace, re»- 
9 / tpi City. (Q obedience, and famine, fuch a dreadful oneefpecially, 

to ptenty, I am determined to bury that curfed metropolis 
under its ruins, that the fun may never (hoot his beams on a 
city where the mothers feed on the flefh of dieir children, 
and thof^thers, no lefs guilty than they, choofe to drive them 
to fuch extremities, rather than lay down their arms. In the 
like manner did that good-naturra genera] expoflulate with 
the Deity for the oth&r cruelties which he faw and heard were 
committed in that wretched metropolis, efpecially at the fight 
of fuch vaft numbers of dead bodies, which, for want of 
burying room, they were forced to throw down from their 
walls into thd adjacent valleys ; taking heaven to witnefs, that 
he was innocent of all thofe horrid calamities which that in- 
fatuated natipn had brought upon themfclves, and might have 
prevented by a timely fubmiffion “ (Q.). , 

Fort An- This dreadful adion happened ahoj^ the end of July^ by 
tonta which time the Romans^ having purml their attacks withi 
vigour, made themfelves mailers of the fortrefs Jntonia ; 
which oblig^ the Jewo to fet fire to thofe {lately galleries, 
which joined it to the temple, left they ihouid aflTord an eafy 
pafiage to the befiegers into this laft About the fame time 
Titusj with much difficulty, got materials (R) for rtiifibg 

nevy 

V Ibid, in fin. v |hi4. c. 5, 9 e ftq. 


{Cl) have thus epitomised, 
at one view, what ^ofefbus has 
fcattered in leveral chapters of 
this and the foregoing Imok, of 
the dreadful effefts of this 
mme, that itv might not for the 
future interrupt t^ thread of the 
fiegp, and demotion of the city, 
tempk, and nation, which we 
ftall now haften to bring lo a 
conclufioQ. 

All that needs be added to 
malce up the lad account of this 
calamity, |s, that even thofe. 


who, at the hazard of their lives, 
got ^ to the Rmans^ and were 
well raMved of them, did, for 
the gdwality, meet with theif 
deaths in the plenty of provifions 
which they found there. Mhny 
of them expired with the meal 
in their mouths 1 oth^^ fell Into 

quifeloft the uft 
(RJ The greatefi phrt of thofe 
that had ferved hitherto for the 
ftege, were either confumed, or 
MBdered unfit for ferVice. 

fgbttdPi 
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^ew and xemct^ in oidcr to the fiqgc, and 

uvCf if polfibIe» t^e fad hilhatns of tliat once glorious ' 

tuie ; but his pity proved ftiil vorfe and vrorfe iMuftowed on 
thofe obftinate wretch^ who only became the ihoteMTurious 
and defperateby it, libus af length caufcd fire to be itxtoGatnfii 
the gates^ after having had a very btoody mcountet) in which 
men were repulfed with lofs. The Jtwf were fo terrified 
at it, that they fuffered themfelves to be devoured by the 
fiaiscs without putting an helping hand, either to eatinguifli 
tbemt or fave themfelves About the fame time, 
the bigh'prieft, who had encouraged the people to introduce 
into the city, met with a requital worthy of that mon-*'^ 

Her of cruelty, being firft tortured, and then condemned to Matthias 
death, Itogether with three of hs fo||9« the fourth hsMIlhg hap f»i to 
pily conveyed himfetf out of reach. The pretence was, their 
holding correlpondence with the fymqns ; and the rdverend 
old pontiff only begged as the laft favour, that he might be 
put to death before his funs ; but was denied both that, and 
common burUi. Ananta; with about feventeen perfons more, 
of rank and merit, were put to death after them ^ \ befides 
many more for having been caught weeping for their deceafed 
friends. All this while Jofi^hus did not ccaft exhorting them 
to furrender, to reprefent to them the dreadful confeqttcnces 
of an obftinate refiftance, and to a/Ture them, that it Was 
out of his mere cci||painon to them, that he thus hazarded 
his own life to fave^eirs : he received one day fuch a wound Jofephus 
in his head by a ftone from the battlements, as laid him for •iMumlid* 
dead on the ground. The yn^s fallied out immediately to 
have fenced on his body ; but the Roman: proved too quick 
and ftrong for cberPi and carried him off * (S), 

Bv ' 


Cap. 9* 


Cap. 15. 


* Ibid. 


fuburbs, and adjacent parts of 
which abounded wich 
the moft beautiful or- 

chards, and greater Hpiecy of 
fVuiCi and other trees^ad been 
Ulready^firipped of all their or 
naments for the fiime and 

were am I’edoced into a wi^der- 
nefs. Tths therefore tould not 
Ary on his works with the fhme 
imed and v^onr, he was 

weed tp mp fer frefh 

timber, add other matetjatfs, at 

a great diftatioe, even fo far as 

\ 


ninety Hides, or between eleven 
and twelve miles off 
(S) J9fefhus^ py his own ac- 
count, feems to have led but a 
fad life between the and 

his own countryihert. Thefe 
looked upon hud as a vile apo- 
flate, a traitor to hit Goo and 
country; had imprifened h^ (the 
Grwi &ys, thther, but the ft- 
qoel ihewslt to have been his) 
mother, and mhde her foiflfer 
many lir a yfllif»v and would have 
fjpared Jto erut^ties againft hiu , 
X X 4 it 



tenf My thia the^two withmi Mtl efj^ially thn^M 

f/e plutt- john^^ having pluoder^ rtck ^nd poor of all tbef bad^ fidi 
dved, foul aliTo on the treafuty of the tfun(de» whence ^ohn took n 
great quantity of golden utenTils be found there, together 
with thofe magnificent gifts that had been prefented to that 
facred place by the Jeynijb kings, by Augujim^ Livia^ ai|d 
many other foreign princes, and melted them all to his own 
life. The repofitones of the facred oil, which was to main* 
tain the lamps, and of the wine, which was referved to ac- 
company the ufual facrifices, were likewife feized upon, and 
turned into common ufe ; and the laft of this to fucb excels, 
as to make himfelf and his party drunk with it. All this 
while, ^t only the zealots, but many of the people, were 
fiill unoer fuch an infatuation, that though the fortrefs Anto- 
nta was loft, as we have hinted already, and nothing left but 
the temple, which the Romans were making ready to batter 
down, yet they could not perfuade themfelves, that God 
would fufFer that holy place to he taken by heathens, and 
were dill expedlmg Tome fudden add miraculous deliverance. 
Even that vile monfter Johny who commanded there, either 
feemed confident of it, or elfe endeavoured to make them 
7hehe/ieg- think him fo. For, when Jofephus was fent for the laft time 
id ft til m- to upbraid his obftinatclyexpofing that facred buil^iing, and 
fatuated. the miferable remains of Cjod’s people, ^ fudden and fure de- 
ftru^ion ; he only anfwered him with bittereft invedlives, # 
adding, that he was defending the Lord’s vineyard, which 
JofephusV he was fure could not be taken by any human force. Jofepht/s 
jfpeech to m vain reminded him of the many w^ays by which he had pol- 
them luted both city and temple ; and in particular of the feas of 
biood which he caufed to be Ihed in both thofe facred places, v 
and which, he affined him from the old prophecies, were a 
certain fign and forerunner of their fpeedy furrender and de*^ 
ftru6tion (I'"}. John remained as inflexible, as If all the pro* 

if they could have furprifed him 
into their bands. 

On ^ other fide, the Roman 
oflicersnoQked upon him as a 
faithlefs wretch, who, under pre- 
tence of going CO exhor** the be- 
fiegsd to fttrreCder, did what he 
poald to encourage them to hold 
pot (o the M lextremity ; in^- 
, psoeh that Icveraj of them did 
* femplc to Miculo.kite l^ore 

. (7) ^ ^ 


7 iiiu of chit double-dealing^but, 
happily for him, chat general 
had conceived too good iqi opi- 
nion of him to harbour any fuch 
fufpicioD, and ftill vindicated him 
ag^ft hit accafers {7)^ 

(T) Ife alluded protllbty to the 
eleven(|h and followliig ch8||ers 
of Ttichary, of which we mre 
given feme !imt a little higher s 
oritmybe|>erhapi, that he bad 



4 XL’ 

'fbisiB bad affurea hbn of a ^iaanmce; a^h ftows thoM 
lsSsSi$ of a jitdidal ia&taafttoiK Howea^> a grtat nuniber ef 
the people were fo movedi' hfytfgphus^s altcourfe, that they tb§ htfitg* 
Scd prefently after the t 6 and amongft them feme id tjtau 

perfons of rank and figure, particularly Jofepk the fon of to the Ro« 
Cabhiy zn^efus the fon of Damneus^^ho had been both high^ mans, 
priefts. Itm gave them a gracious reception, and Tent them 
to Gophna^ a*|3ace fituate between Samaria zndijLydda^ till 
the conclufion of the war ; but he was forced m (end for ^ 
them back, to contradidl a report, which the fiiflious had ^ 
cunningly f^iread, of their having been put to death *. ^ 

At length T/rw, forefeeing the inevitable ruin of that Titus 
ftatelv edin^, which he was mil extremely defirous eo fave, filing to 
vouchfafed even himfelf to fpeak to them, and to perfuadc> 2 wr tin 
them to furrender. But the factious, liking upon this con- tmfii, 
defcenfion as the efFeds of his fear, rather than gcnerofity, 
only grew the more furious upon if, and*forced him at laft to 
come to thofe extremities, which he had hitherto endeavoured 
to avoid. That his army, which was to attack the temple, 
might have the freer pafTage towards it through the cafile An- 
ionta^ he caufed a confiderable part of the wall to be pulled 
down, and leveled ; which proved fo very ftrong, that it took 
him up <even whole days, by which time they were far ad- 
vanced in the month of "July^ 

\ It was on the fevefitcenth day of that month, as all Jofe- 7he daify 
phus's copies have it (U), that the daily facnfice ccafcd for xhzfacnfia 

firil inttrrwpt^^ 

id. 


• Cap, i 6 . 


K 


an eye to the doom which Chrift 
had pronounced againft that mur- 
dering and apofbite city, of which 
he faw the far greater part al- 
ready eccomplilhed enough to af- 
fare him of the reft. For, as 
we haveelfewhereobferved, it is 
fcarcely to be fuppofed, but that 
fuch a snan as Jofephus had more 
than once conv^ed with fome 
Chriftiens, who might have ap- 
prifed him of it, or, as an hifto- 
rllti, he might have xe£i it in 
fdn^one of the gofpels. 

(U) A modem critic fuppoiiss 
an error tn be in that date, hud 

{P) Tilltmmt. tut. Iff rwa. Ju4. 3 s • 

a/f. Matmn^ Hfkatb Tibanttb, < 


that it was originally written the 
feventh or tenth of that month 
( 8 ). But, beiides that it is fe- 
venteen in all copies of Jojiphus^ 
the Je-ws have kept their faft in 
memory of this ceftkrion on that 
very day ever fince ( 9 ) 

This daily facnfice, called by 
the Jews nVDn ibamidp 6 y the 
Greeks and by the 

Latins jugcp confifted of two 
lambs, the one of which was 
offered in the momiiig towards 
fun-rifing, after she burning of 
the Aared inoenfe, and the other 
in the evening, or, as the A- 

(9) Vtd. MehtHath Tahanttkp €. xa« 
5 « Bnxt.yfneg. Jud. t. 36 * 

brew 



'Sf& time^ fince its reiloradon by tbe brave Mauakiitlh 
mentione(Lin a former fedion there bcii^ no proper perllm 
left in the temple to offer it yp. Tims caufed tbe iaAi9iie 
to be feverely upbraided for it ; euoTted 7 e£e to (et vrbo^i 
be would to perform that office, lacbcr than fuffer the fervtce 
of God to be fet afide ; and then diaHjeoged him uid h^ 
party to come out of the temple, and fi^ht on a more proper 

S ound, 9nd thereby fave that facred edifice fmm ibe mry of 
c RmS troops When nothing coujd prevail on them, 
they began to fi t fire again to the gallery that yielded a com- 
^unicatKin between the temple and the caftle Antoma. Tl^ 
Jw)s^ as we have hinted before, had already burnt about 
i iwenty cubits of it |n length ; but this fecond blaze, which 

was likewife encouraged by the befieged, confumed about 
fourteen more ; after which they beat down what remaned 
fianding. On the tiarenty-feventh of ^uly^ the having 
filled part of the weffern portico with combultible matter, 
Romans nude a kind of flight, upon which fon^e pf the forwardeft pf 
k«r/-<u»/- the Romans having fcaled up to tb(S top, the yews fet fire to 
ted. it, whkh flamed with ftfcb bidden fury, that many of them 
weie confumed in it, and the reft, venturing to jump down 
from the battlements, were cruflied to death* Artorius was 
the only one who efcaped, which be did by the ftratageoi 
mentioned m the note «* (U). 

Fin Jet so On the very next day, litus havidg fet fire to the nort^i 
the ttmpk gallery, which inciofed the outer court of the temple, from 
^ateu Antonia to the valley of Cedron^ got an eafy admittance 

into it, and forced the befieged bto that of the priefts. He 

^ See before, p. a83« ^ Bell. Jud. I. vit. c. ]b|^ 

lib. vji. €• 6. 


trtmj hath it, between the two 
evenings, that is, between three 
in the afternoon, and fuo-ietting. 
At was a biirnt^oiftring, and was 
therefore fee on a flow fire, that 
It mwht be the longer a burning. 
We have fpoken of it in a for- 
mer valuxne (i), to which we 
jpefer. 

All that we neeu to add is, 
that, if the 7#>iivi have appointed 
their fiffis right, the casiSfig of 
it heie was on the Aiue day on 
which Me/ei bsOke dhe two 


cables, the dty of Jerufatem was 
deflroycd, the book qf the law 
burnt by Apbfathmes {Epifiemmt^ 
or Antioebus Epfpbams), and the 
flatde of Jepiter fet up in the 
temple, as the reader may fee in 
the three authors laft nuoted. 

{U) ThbibUierofaKfviBgone 
of hk companions hctow, named 
ludus^ prpmifed tQ^ouifce him 
his hdr, if he worn catch hsm 
in his falh He did ib, amoved 
Atterimk but w» hknfelf eynibed 
by hbweighKaV 


<i) Ste w/. 2f.p. 55, 


(»; vilc.fi. 



&||{. Pm- 

mfti in vain &x day 5 to batter down one of the galterka ojF 
that precinct with an hekpolia ( W) : he was forced to mount 
bis batterjQg*natns on the terrace, which mw jraifed by this 
time ; and the ftrengtb of this wall was ftich, that tc 
eluded the force of tbeie alfo, though others of his troops 
were kufy in Tapping k. When' they ^und^ that neither rams 
nor Tapping could gain ground, they bethought themfelves of 
Scaling ; but were visoroufly repulfi^ in the attempt^ with the 
lofs of Tome ftandaros, and a number of men. When Tlius 
therefore found, that his defire of Taving that buiUjng was 
like to coft To many lives, he fee hre to the gates, which, 

}}eing plated with fUver, burnt all that nie^t, whilft the me- 
tal dropiped down in the melting. The name Toon commu- 
nicated itfelf to the porticoes and galleries, which the beTieged 
beheld without ofFenng to ftop it, but contented tliemfeives 
with fendi^ whole vollies of impotent curfes againit the 
Romans, This was done on the eighth Augufl^ and on the 
next day, having given orders to extinguifb the fire, 

called a council, to determine, whether the remainder of the Titus 
temple (X) fhould be faved or demolifhed. That general was calls a 
ftill for the former, and moft of the refi declared for the latter ; ccunciL 
and alleged, that it was no longer a temple, but a feene of 
war and daughter, and that the Jews would never be at reft, 
as long as any part of it was Jett ftanding s but, when they 
% found Titus ftijfBy bent on preferving fo noble an edifice, againft 
which, he told them, \ie could have no quarrel, they alT came 
over to his mind. The next d^, Jugu/i the loth, was there- Jews 
fore determined for a general allault ; and the night before the ^l/ed. 
Jews made two defperate Tallies on the Romans ; in the hft of 
which, thefe, being timely fuccoured by Titusy beat them 
back into their incloTure^. 

But whether this laft JewiJh effort exafperated the befiegers, The temple 
or, wbkh is more likely, as Jofephus thinks, puflied by the hand fet on firea 
6f Providence, one of the Roman foldiers, of his own accord, 
tookup a blazing fire-rbrand, and, getting on his comrade’s (houl- 
^rs, tbieqr k into one of the apartments that furrounded the 

* Ibid* c. 9, Ik 10. 


i W) Tbk was a kind of bat« 
lenng eag^e : its name fisoifies 
dtowo-taker. Webavede^ribed 
a former volume 
* (X) That is, the tanAuary, 
and moft hotly |^ce» with aU the 
chambem, ^krias, tic, thereto 
beipnging, as the i^er may fee 


them deferibed ii^a former fee- 
tion. Among thofe who were 
for deftroyiag it, was Tiberius 
Alexander^ probably the fame 
apoftateTrw, who had been prae- 
tor of and was now com<- 
mander of the Roman legions* . 


(|3 Sft w/. Tia,p. 175, 


fan- 

I 




^84 TbeBfiwyvf tU^evi. 'BrlU 

fatiSiuary, through a window, and immediately fet the whole 
nonh*-ride on a flame up the third ftory, in the fecond 
year of Vefpaftan^ the twenty-firll of king Agrippa^ and on 
the fame fatal day and month in which it had been formerly 
burnt by Nabuchadnezxar Titusy who was gone to reft 
himfelf awhile in his pavilion, was awaked at the noife, and 
ran immediately to give orders to have the fire extinguifbed. 
He called, prayed, threatened, and even caned his men, but 
in vain ; the confufion Was fo great, and the foldiers fo obftl* 
nately bent upon defiroying all that was left, that he was nei- 
ther heard nor minded. Thofe that flocked thither from the 
camp, infiead of ob^ing his orders, were bufy, either in 
Titus en- killing the Jewsy or in increafing the flames* When Tttus 
obferved, that all his endeavours were vain, he entered into 
thefanau- fanftuary, and ;he moft holy place, in which he found 
‘A fumptuous utenfils, and other riches, as 

an rtpe exceeded all tfiat had been told him of it. Out of the 

former he faved the golden candleftick, the table of (hew- 
bread, the altar of perfumes, all of pure gold, and the book 
or volume of the law, wrapped up in a rich gold tiflue ; but 
in the latter he found no utenfils/ becaufe, in all probability, 
th y had not made a frefh ark, fince that of Solomon had been 
*The fan- lifi. Upon hi coming out of that facred place, fome other 
Guary foldiers fet fire to it, and obliged thofe that had ftaid behind 
bmnt, tu come out ; they all fell foul on the plunder of it, tearing 
even the gold plating off the gates and timber-work, and 
carried off all the colUy utenfils, robes, (sfr. they found in it, 
infomiich that there was not one of them that did not enrich 
himfclt by u6. 

An honid AN hornd maflacre followed foon after, in which a great 
majfacre, many thoufands perifhed j fome by the flames, others by the 
fall from the battlements, and a greater number by the ene- 
my’s fwoid, which deftroyed all it met with, without di- 
ftinflion of age, fex, or quality. Among them were up- 
wards of fix thoufand perfons. who had been feduced thither 
by a falfe prophet, w!io promifed them, that they fhould find ft 
fpcedy and miraculous relief there on that very day. Some of 
them remained five whole days on the top of the walls, and 
afterwards ahrew themfclvcs on the general’s mercy ; but were 
anfwered, that thev had out-ft^d the time, and Were led to 
execution (Y). They carried their (jury to the burning of 

aU 

^ Conf. z Kings xxv. & Joseph, obi fop. c. 9, in fin. ' 9 lUd. 

(Y) Probably to' be crucified ? in his return from Tscoai, he 
for Jo/ipbuf tells us there, that, tbferved a miinber of them 



(jte; Th«H0oryefthe'Jtv£“^ fig:. 

all the treafure-houfi^ of the place, though they were full bf TJ&e /w 
the rlchcft furniture, pUte, veftmmtd, and other things 
value, whiA had been laid up m thufc places for fecurity. 

In a word, they did not ceafe burning and butchering, till 
they had deftroyed all, except two of the temple*gate«*, and 
that part of the court which was deftined for the women K 
In memory of this dcftrudion, and of that of Nebuchadnezr A ftriS 
%ar^ they Keep a folemn faft on the ninth of the month 
anfwering, in part, to q\xx Auguft^ which Lfts full twenty- 
four hours j during which time they neither eat, drink, or 
ufe the lead refrefhment ; but the dridleft of them keep them- 
felves barefoot, in prayers and tears, from fun-fcuing to the 
next fun-fet ^ 

In the moan time the feditious having made fuch a vigorous Tbefa£lt* 
pufh, that they efcaped the tury of thd Romans^ at le.ift foi ousdfin 
the prefent, and retired into the city, thoy found all the avc- • 
nues of it fo well guarded every-where, that there was no 
poffibilitv left for them to get out ; which obliged them to fe- 
cure th-iiifelvts as well as they could on the fouth-lidc of it, 
from whence Simon^ and John of Gifchaloy fent to defirc a 
parly with *Titus. They were anfwerrd, that though they 
had been.the caufe of all this bloodfhed and ruin, yet they 
fliould have their lives fpared, if they laid down their arms, 
land furrendered themfelves pnfoners. To that they replied, ntlr 
that they had engaged themfelves, by the moft folemn oaths, defperate 
never to furrendcr ; and therefore only begged leave to retire rojoltaiom 
into the mountains with their wives and children : which in- 
folence exafperated the Roman general, that he caufed an 
herald to bid them Hand to their defence \ for that not one 
of them ihould be fpared, fince they had rejedled his laft 
offers of pardon. Immediately after this, he abandoned the 
city to the fury of his foldiers who fell forthwith on plun- 
dering it, fetting fire every-whcrc, and murdering all that 
fell into their hands (Z) j whilft the factious, who were left, 

went 

^ De liac vid. fupra, 433, fub not * Vid. Mehillath Tahanith, 

Tub. menf. Ab. Maimon, Buxtorf, & al, fup. citat. 

eoed each to a crofs, and (fill geons. He adds, that only one 
jfWe I among whom were three of them outlived it ; the other 
ef hb acquaintance, whofe livesi two died under their phyfxcians 
h|S obtained of Ti/uj, uik) eider- hands. 

ed them immediately to be taken (2) Jofifbuj tells ui {4), how- 
down, and their wounds to be ever, that he fb^red the family 
put under the carp of able fu]> of IiMos king of Adtabtno^ of 

Ks {4) invttafua^ 


whom, 



wem and fortified tbemfdves jn the ro/al palate, iriveile thtf 
killed eight tfaou&nd Jms^ whd had takdn rafijge there K 
fhe ht^h lit the mean fime great preparatione were makhig for i 
atj iak$n. vigorous attack ofi the epper cic^, e(|ttfeially on the ro)'al pa* 
late t and this tioofe fHem up fromr ^he twentieth of Augujf U> 
the fev^nth of SeptefjfiA^ ; dtrnng which time great numberd 
came and made their fufemillton to Ttfus ; among Whom Wttt 
the forty thoufand cttictzens mentioned in the Im note, fome 
of the Edmites^ and two prtefts, who, upon promife of 
treing fpared, difcovered to him a private place in Ae wall of 
the temple, where they found two candlefiicks, fotne taiUeSj 
cups, and other vefieb of mafly gold, with many precioud 
ftoncs, rich garments, and other coftly things. By thia time 
the waihke engines played fo furioufiy on the fa^us, that 
they were taken with 'a fudden panic ; and, inftead of fleeing 
Year of into the towers of HtppicSi^ Phafael^ or Mariamnw^ Which 
Chriit 73. were ytt untaken, and fo ftrong, that nothing but fomifie 
could have rfcduccd them, they ran like madmbii toward 
$ihah^ with a defign to have attacked the wall of cireum^ 
vallation, and to have efoaped out of the City ; bur, being 
there repulfed, they were forced to go and tude themfelvcs in 
the public finks, and common fewers, fome one way, and 
fome another. All the reft the Rb^ns could find Were put 
cUy to the fword, and the city was fet on fire. This was on the^ 
fit on fir t. eighth of 8 ^timber y when the city was taken and Entered 

^ Bell Jud. ubi fopra, c. 13. 


whom we have already fpoken, 
with feveral other perfons of di- 
ftmdion, who came and furren- 
dered themfelvea to his mercy; 
but he kept them fiill pnfoners. 

He libwift difinifled above 
forty thouland of the inferior 
fort, who came and Implored 
bispardoi^ and gave them leave 
to go and fettle where they 
Would. The«trathss, that they 
bad already gdrged ^hemfelves 
with fb much blood, that the 
fireams, which ran along the 
flreets, dide\en put the fiie our. 
And as for the pi%nm, th^ 
were to very hitmerbas alieady; 

(5) BtlK Jui, aki fophp^ tt S|» 
i$ «j. r. 14k 


that they could not find buyers 
for them, the’ they offered them 
at the loweft prices (5) ; fb thtft' 
one would have thought if hig^ 
time for a prince of that excel- 
lent character to have wreaked hit 
fury only on the factious dfiealot^ 
and to have fpared the reft. Bot^ 
in all this, be was afting mere 
like 2 fcourge lent froth ebeve 
agamft a rcKlIious nation, than 
according to his owU aacuiat in- 
elinatioii ; and it is What hi 
rightly acknowleged, when hk 
army congratulated hha on this 
a^aotu and j^ioia cohtodff 

in iir, 



•/ Jesite 61 ^ * 

by Titm. He would have put an end to the mailacre $ but' 
hb men killed ail» e^pt the moft vigorous^ whom they ftut 
up in die porch of the woffi^t Juft mentioned^ Frmt^^ wioo 
had the care of them> refervcd tm youngeft, and njoft beauti- 
ful, for Tttus^s triumph ; and fent all thai^were above feven- Frtfiners 
teen years of nge into Egypt y to be empic^ed in fome fint into 
workff there ; and a great number cf others were fcnc mco £gypt» 
fevcral cities of Syria^ and other fM-avintcs, to be expofed on 
the public theatres, to exhibit fights, or be devoured by wild 
beafts The number of thofe pnfoners amounted to ninety- 
feven tboufand, befides about eleven choufand more of others;, 
who were either fiarved through neglect, or ftarved themfelves 
through ftillennefs and oefpair (A). 

Wx have already hid occaiion to mention the number Of 
the flam, as well as ot the prifoners, aocording to JeJephus. 

Smkmius and Cornelius Nepss indef^d fpalce the f iincr a 
great deal lefi) ; th^y reckon but lix hundred thoufand of thent 
in all , but confidtring the diftance of time and pU^e, in wniclv 
they write, it will be eafily granted, that they could not be 
fo w&ll acquainted with it as jajephus^ who was a Jew^ and 
an cyc-witnefs. Whether this laft had exaggerated ic in com- 
pbment to Titus and the Romans^ we wdl not pretend to fiiy* 

A curious 'author has fince talcen the pains to make a ftefo 
computation out of him, of all that periftied sn the feveral 
places throughout rhat kingdom, and out of It, from the begin- 
ning to the ccMiclufioti of the war ® j in which we believe ouT “ 
readers will be glad to fee the whole amount of the feveral 
bloody articles, as ic were, at one view. They are a» 
follows : 

At yerufalem^ by Fiarus^i orders 6 jp 

By the jiihabitants ol Cafana m hatred tatheyrwr 20,coo 
At ScythopoUs in Syria ^ 30,000 ^ 

By the inhabiunts of Afcalon in Palajline 2,500 °*** 

By thofe of PloUmois 2,000 

At Alexandria m Egypt^ under Alexander^ an apo- \ 

• ftatc Jew 1 5^*000 

At Damafeus f 0,000 

^ Ibid« c. t6. Sc 17." ^ }vsTV 9 IrtMaus ie coaflaniwy 

tl# C* 21* ^ 

4A) Jof^haitm$hrtlAtim rsmSom That emperor bad 
il lo^bkli fevour with^tw, wifegivenhifn leave to (avc wfoia 
tiiat br ttemd the ijbtety of he thought ft out of the ruins ed 
femal of hb fiends hbi rehi- the cky and temple, but he coa* 
and in pntmhr of hie tented htmfelf with the volunw 
Im^tiiee MattUofy yitkm of the iieted writings^ 



m 




At the tlfeittjgi of Joppa s 
In the mounmin of CaHmW 
In a fight at Afcahm 
In an anbufh 
At the taking of ^btk 
Upon mount Gari^m 
Drowned at Joppa by a fudden ftorm 
Slain ixTarubiea 

Slain, or killed themfelves at Gamala, where none 1 
were faved but two lifters 3 

Killed in their flight from Gifchala 
At the liege of JctapCy where Joftpbus commanded 30,000 
Of the Gadarenesy belides vaft numbers that drowned > 

I 13,000 

10,000 
1,000 
1,700 
3>ooo 
960 

3,000 


irtif 

2,000 

10,000 

8.000 
<5>O0D 

11,600 

4,200 

6,500 

9.000 

2.000 


themfelves 
In the villages of Idumta 
At Gtrajium 
At Adachteron 
In the defert of 'Jardes 
Slew themfelves at Maffada 
In Cyrem by the governor CatuluSy of which we 1 
lhall fpcak by-and>by ) 

Perilbed at JerufaUm by fword, famine, pcfti- ] 
lence, and during the fiege ) 

According to this account, the whole amounts to 


1X00,000 

* 337 > 49 ^* 


Befides a vafl; multitude that died in the caves, woods wilder- 
nefles, comcnon-fewers, in bdnilhment, and many other 
ways, of whom no computation could be made ; and ten 
thoufand that were flain at Jofapa^ more than our author ha9 
reckoned. For yo/ephus mentions exprefly forty thoufand, 
but he only thirty thoufand (B). 

WHitsr 


(B) To thefe If we add the 
sdnety-ievei) thoulimd prifoners, 
^med in all anpearaiioe to a 
captivity jafinitefy worfe than 
dfuith, and the eleven thoufand, 
which, as we.hintiivabove, pe* 
lifted either through fhe deleft 
of their keepers, or ueir own 
foUen defpair, the amount will 
be abo^ <me million foui* hun- 
dred and forty -five thooftud. 
Whac ftilt more aggravates this 
deftru^ioo f s, that the ftr great' 
efl pare of them were ftraagoc^ 
|hacis, werr^mv^ at we 


obftrved a Iktie higher, wenr 
written to, and invited from re« 
mote parts of the world, even 
from beyond the nver Enpbra^tipf 
by their brethren at Jnrutfidm^ 
to come and aftft them 
defence of their religion and h* 
berties, their country, city, aad 
temple inflead of which tbejy 
met with the moftdxeadftl deaths 
there, and ftared in the tomitiOBr 
rum. 'll^dU the OMna 
vidence Sntt k, that thfy,» whe^ 
their ftrenoous oppontiOn o|il 
geff^linatl thepa^ojfditji# 




CI3EI. 

Wnitsi* the foUiers were ftill bufy in burning the re* 
mains of the city, and irifiting all the finks, jakes^ and comnson-* 
lewers, where they found and killed numbers of other poor 
creatures, who had hid themfelves, Smon and John^ the two Simon awd 
grand rebels, were found, and brought to Tttusy who ordered 
dienx to be referved for his triumph. John^ being pinched 


difperfion, had (hared in the guilt 
of the crucifiers of its Dirine 
Author, (hould be involved in 
their punilhment. 

as we have feen, ac- 
fenowleged more than once the 
hand of Providence, both in his 
extraordinary fuccefs againfi them, 
and in the invincible obftinacy 
with which they, to the lad, prc 
lerred their total dedruAion to 
his oft< repeated proffers of mercy. 
Jofephus hath fcarce a chapter, in 
which he doth not aferibe all 
theie dreadful calamities, and the 
final ruin of his nation, city, and 
temple, to' an over-ruling power, 
to the offended Deity, or to the 
'fins of the people ; but no- where 
more pathetically than in that 
chapter, in which, befides the 
old prophecies, he Turns up a 
number of dreadful warnings lent 
beforehand, not fo much to re- 
duce them to obedience, as to 
let them difeern the Almighty 
hand that was now pouring down 
the mod dreadful phials of his 
anger againft them. We have 
ali^y taken notice of that ex- 
traordinary country-fellow Ana- 
ms, who had kept pronouncing 
wb and dedruflion to them du- 
ring (even whole years. It will 
not be amifs to dofe this fad ca- 
tafirophe with fome other fignal 
ihies out of the fame JewiJb hido- 
rian, which were no lefs remark* 
idde than dreadful. 

Of this clafi was t]||^ ftrange 


comet, which hung over Jirufa- 
lent one whole year, in the fhape 
of a fword: the extraordinary 
light that was feen round the 
altar at the ninth hour of the 
night, upon the celebrating of 
the pafchal fead, and which was 
looked i^on by the ignorant as 
a good omen, but by the wifer 
fort as a forerunner of a dreadful 
war : a cow delivered of a lamb, 
as (he was led to the altar to be 
facrideed : the cadern gate of the 
temple made of folid brafs, and 
fo heavy, that it required twenty 
pair of dout hands to open and 
fhut it, which was Hung open in 
the middle of the night, though 
fadened with drong bolts and 
bars : the air before fun-fet filled 
with chariots, and armed men, 
which paffed all over that coun- 
try, and for the truth of which 
Jofephu appeals to feveral living 
witncfTes, who beheld the dread- 
ful light , and ladly the voice, 
which, after a kind of rumbling 
noife, was didindly heard by the 
prieds, who were going to offi- 
ciate on the fead of pentecod, 
and uttered thefe words articu- 
lately, Let us depart ; let us de* 
part ( 7 ). In fpitc of all which, 
the yeivs,M$ we have feen, con- 
tinued as Mrdened as ever, and 
lidened only to thofe lying pro- 
phets, who flattered them with 
the hopes of a fudden and mira* 1 
colons deliverer. 


(y) BtlU Jud, uH fupra, f. la. 

Yy 


VoL. X. 


with 
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with hunger, came out firA ; and, having begged his life, 6b« 
tained it, but wjs condemned to perpetual imprifonment. 5/- 
mon^ wbofe retreat was better Acred, held out till towards the 
end of OSiober^ when ncceffity forced him out. He appeared 
on a fudden on the ruins of the temple in a white robe, and a 
purple cloak. The Romans were at firA furprifeJ at him ; 
but,.underAanding foon after, who he was, Terentiu^ Rufus ^ 
who was left commander, feized on him, and font him to 
Cafarea^ whither Titus was got by this time, and from whence 
he was conveyed, with his bloody colJegues, to Rofne^ to adorn 
the conqueror’s triumph 

As foon as the Romans had ended their deAruftive work of 
The city ^burning and maAaciing, Titus font them on to demolilh the 
rafidto city, with all its noble Arufiures, fortifications, palaces, tow- 
tbegfoundl walls, and other ornaments anJ fortifications, down to 
the level of the groqnd, according to ChiiA’s exprefs pre- 
diiAion. He left nothing Aanding but a piece of the wefiern 
wall, and the three towers of Hippicos^ Phafael^ and A&- 
riamne^ the former to ferve as a rampart to his tenth legion, 
which he left theie, and the three latter to give future ages 
fome idea of the Arcngth of the whole city, and of the flcill 
and valour of its conqueror. His orders were fo punQually 
executed, that, except thofe few build ngs above-mtntioncd, 
there were not fo much any remains left that could ferve as an ^ 
index, that that ground hid been once inhabited (C). Info- 
much that, when he came to paf*) tlimugh it, 111 his way from 
Ctrfarea to Alexandf ia^ in order to embark for Romc^ he 
Titas could not refrain himfclf from fhcddiiig plenty of tcaw> at the 
nveepsonjer dreadful a dcvaAation, and curfing the wretches 

its fuins, forced him to be the author of it 

It is not our bufinefi to follow that emperor to his capital, 
Hiitti- Qj defciibethe magnificence of his tnunipb, the greatcA 

^»tph- which that city ever faw : that will be befi done in the enfuiiig 

Roman hiAory. All that is pioper to be faid on that head here, 
js, that John and Simon, at the head of (even hundred of the 
handfomeA JtwiJh captives, were made to adorn the triumphal 
chariot ; after which Simon^ having been dragged tlirough the 

n Bclf. Jud. ^ fup. Sc feq. ® Cap. 1 8 , Sc feq. 

[C)The Jswlfi tradition adds, feems ewggcratcd, fmee there is 
c^uAd the plough to great reafon to believe, there were 
be driven over it f which cere- Hill many confiderable ruins to 
mony, according to the Roman be feen 1“ ^bc emperor 
Jaw, condemned the ground to Adrian's me, as we may have 
perpetual defoiation. 3ut that, occafioii tq fliew in the Roman 
well as Jojefhus's account, hiflory. 

ArceW 



ftrcets with about his nick, and fevcrd; fcoui^ed, was SimonW 
put to death with feme other Jnuijh leaders, and John was John"^ 
fent into perpctu-d imprifonment P (D), fati, 

Titus had left three caftles ftill untaken, namely thofe of 
Herodion and Majfada on this, and that '.f M(icharon on the ’ 
other fide Jordan, The firft of them was foon after taken by 
capitulation by Lucilius Bajfus^ who had been appointed lieu- 
tenant of Judaa. He went prcfently after, at the head of 
a good number of troops, to befiege that of Macharoriy which Mach*- 
was a very firong place, and likely to have held out a long time. 

But a lucky accident, which the reader may fee in the note 
(E), obliged the befieged to furrender, upon condition that 

they 


P Cap. 24. 


(D) 7V/2w’s triumph was fur- fpafian emperor^ and Cxfar. Ju- 
ther adorned with a great num> daaa nuas taken in the twenty Jtrjl 
ber of trophies brought from of Agrippa. 

Judaa \ among the principal of To thefe medals we may add 
which were thofe which had been Ibme fragments in bafrelief, re~ 
taken out of the fan^uary, fuch prefendng VefpafiauzxA his (bn 
as the golden table of (hewbread, ^/Vn/s triumph, and on which is 
which wc’ghed feveral talents ; ftiil to be diiiinguilhed the feven- 
the feven-branch candledick, a branch candleliick, with other 
> rich and curious piece of art ; facred utenlils. Some have pre- 
thc roll or volume of the law, tended alfo to difeover the ark 
covered with a coftly gold cloth, in it ; but wc have already feen, 
which was carried the laft of the that there was no fuch thing in 
three, as' the mod venerable of the mod holy place : and it is 
all the trophies. The two for- mod likely to be only the tabic 
mer Titus caufed to be placed in of the (liewbread, which was not 
the temple of Peace, which his altogether unlike it ; but the mif- 
father had built ; the latter « to- fortune is, that time has fo de- 
gefher with feveral curious and faced this noble monument, that 
codly veils of the temple, and it is not eafy to difeover any thing 
other rich furniture, he conveyed in it with certainty, except the 
into his own palace (8). candledick above-mention^. 

There are dill fome coins ex- (E) There was in that cadle 
tant of that emperor, damped a young nobleman highly edeem- 
with a trophy and triumphant cd for his va|pur, who, after hav- 
chariot, and of his father, with ing given tBc befiegers a (lout 
the image of a woman fitting for- repulfe in a Tally, unfortunately 
rowful under a palm-tjjte, with drayed out of the gates, to fpeak 
the infeription of Jud^a capta ; to the people on the wall by way 
with fome others coined in < the of bravado. An Egyptian, then 
twenty- fird year of in the Roman army, came fwiflly 

with thefe words in 0 tek, Vc- behind him wnpcrccived, took 



they fliQuld have liberty to red|e whither tb^1f{jh»red 
beijng cejidtly granted to tbeosu they went and joined foiiie eC 
their revdlt^ brethren^ who had Weltered themfelves iir the ^ 
foreft of Jardes. Hither Bajus came^ and attacked them, ^ 
^ defperate combat on both Tides, totally defeated 
€me hy them, with Judai their chief, who had fav^ himfelf out of 
]^us« Jerufalemy through one of the aqueduAs of that city 

Dea'ih having prevented from putting an end to 

the war, Flavius Silvay his fucceiTor, aiTembled all his forces 
MaiTada to attack Majfada^ now the only remaining fortrefs in the 
hijiigtd, rebels hands. The place was prodigioufly ftrong both by art 
and nature, well ftored with all proviHons, and defended with 
a good number of ficarii and aiTaflins $ at the head of whom 
was> one Eleazar^ the grandfon of 'Judas the Gaulonitey often 
mentioned in this apd a former feflion. Silvoy having in 
vain tried his engines and battering rams againft it, bethought 
himfelf of fui rounding it with an high and ftrong wall, and 
then ordered fire to be let to the gAtes. The wind fiivouiing 
him, puflie<l the flame io fiercely againft the Ji that ELa^ 
7he defpe- zar^ in a kind ot dcfpaii, perfuaded them firft to kill all their 
fate end of wives and children, and next to choofe ic»i men by lot, who 
thebe ftiould kill all the reft \ and laftly, one out of the furviving ten 
Jtegfd* difpatch them and himfelf, which was accordingly executed 
out of hand , only this laft: mm was ordered to fet hre to the 
place, before he finiftied this bloody tragedy. On the next^ 
morning the Romans, who were preparing to fcale the place, 
were flrangely furpnied to fee and hear nothing move j upon 
which they made fuch an hideous outcry, that two .women, 
who had concealed themfelves fiom the maflacre iii fome aque- 
dutS):, came out, and Cold them the defperate citaftiophe of 
the befieged, which put an end to that dieadful war 

^ Cap 25. ^ Cap. 28. 

him up in his arms, and carried creeled, and gave them to under- 
him ofF. ftand, that he would cruafy hun. 

When Bajfus had got the no- unlefs they prevented it by a time- 
ble youth in his power, he caufed ly furrender. The flracagem had 
him to be liripp^ defired effedt ; and the Jews, 

verely fcourged, in me view Of not being fo hardened as thofe 
the befieged, \yho filled imme- Jeru/ale^, chofe to capitulate, 
dutely the air with their cries, and fooiT after furrendered th«> 
BaJitifpcrcciMtig them fo moved place, on the conditions above- 
at the fight, caufed a crofs to be mentipned (9). 

•K 

( 9 ) edj!n^ 





pi' ' m 

ttnd all At^nos within Ae Rgnum tmpot to pax^lbe nfiial 
^^bute of half a Ihekel^ or two drachtna^ to pii treafoiy, 
which they were before oUi^ to pay to thatof the fanftuaiy \ 

The temple and holvdty thus deftroyed and leveled With 
^he ground, and the whole nation either mifemblylittried under 
its ruins, or difperfed into other countries, might, one would 
think, have opened the eyes of the poor remains of tbatonco 
favoured people, and cruflied at once all hopes and expedition 
of any other deliverer, but him whom they had rejeAed and 
crucined. Many of them were indeed moved, but the far great- 
er part remained in foeir infatuated ftate, and, according to 
Chrift’sown prediAIon, have been difperfed ever fince overall Jcws^/« 
the world, to atteft his truth, and their own obdurate blind- 
nefs, till the happv time comes when the veil lhall be taken 
ofF their eyes. When that will be, is pne of thofe fecreta 
which God has been pleafed to leave as yet unrevealed ; and 
which it would be vain and prefumptuous to fearch too cu- 
rioufly after. Eufebius adds to their fad cataftrophe, that, 
after the deftruAion of JeaufaUm^ Fefp^ian caufed all the 
fprouts of the houfe of Judah to be cut off t, to deprive them 
at once of all hopes of a deliverer, or futuie Mefliah* Not- 7here» 
withftind.fjg which, the zealots made feveral attempts domains of 
Regain their power ; firft in Egypt^ where it coft fomc of their royal 
neadft, and caufed their temple at Alexandria^ mentioned ^ 

a former fcAion “, to be quite fliut up ^ (G). Next in Cyrene 


* Ibid. c. 26, in fin * Ecclef. hift. 1 . iii. c. iz. • See 
before, p/301. Bell, ubi fapra, c. 30, ad fin. 

(F) He only refer ved the town delivered up to the Romans^ and 

of Etmnaus^ which he befiowed fix hundred of them put to death, 
on eight hundred of his belt vete« V t/fafian being apprifed of it^ 

rans, to plant a new colony there, and ^ring left thar Alexandrian 
and from chat time that place temple ihould afford them a frefii 
took the name of NicopoHs (ij. pretence of affemblingthemfelves, 

(G) Thefe wretches, who were and raifing fome new fedition in 
undoubtedly the relics of the Gaxf- Egypt, lent orders to Lupus hit 
hnitijh fadlion, fince even their governor there to demolifh it* 
children fuffer^ the ievereft tor- But he contented himfelf wick 
ments, rather than acknowl^e ihutting it up. Faulinus, who 

for their lord (2), met at fucoeedra him foon after, ftripped 
firft with a kind reception from It of all its ornaments, and rich 
cheur brethren of AU^ndria^ furniture, and cauied the gates 
But they quickly became obno- of it to be quite walled ui^ to 
xiotts to them by fowing their prevent any further worflupoeing 
leaven of fedition. To prevent offered up ja it (3). 
the ill effeAs of which, they were 

(1) Cop% a6. (aj Jkid, up* {$) Cop* 30, odJ!n, 
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of 



4^ 


Agrippa 
and Bere- 


She he- 


fbi 10ory «f tBi Jews. 

of Libyat wh^re one of themy named JetuO^Vfi fet ii(f4|br# 
prophet) and perfuaded about two thoufand of his brethrefii 
there, to follow him into the defert, where he promifed 
Ihew them wonders, and where Catullus^ the then governor^ 
caufed them to be purfued and defeated 

After the reduction of Jernfaletn and Judaa^ Agrtppa 
and his fifter retired to Rotne^ probably with Titusy who was 
nice ^9/0 exceilive fond of both, but efpecially of Berenice. We hare 
Rome. feen, through the courfe of this laft war, how ferviceable the 
brother had been to that general, accompanying him in per- 
fon, and aflifting him with men and ammunition, for which, 
we are told, got his kingdom inlarged by the emperor, 
and procured him praetorian honours. But his extraordinary 
friendfhip for that pi ince flowed chiefly from his fpecial fond- 
nefs for his fifter, wbo now lived with him in his palace, and 
1 - every thing as if fhe had been his real wfe. We have 
hinted fome former ^reports publicly fpread concerning her in- 
ceftuous intrigues with her brother, and for which fhe had 
given but too good a foundation. could hardly be igno- 

rant of it ; but her beauty had fo captivated him, that he over- 
looked every thing elfe i infomuch that he had promifed her 
marriage, and would in all probability have kept it, hao hjnot 
found, that the Romans were wholly averfc from it,* parrly on 
account of her being a JeweJsy and partly on that of her royaL 
^defeent. To pave hnnfelf therefore the way to the empire,* 
Difcarded he was forced to difeard her invitus invitam as Suetonius 
hj him. elegantly expreffes it. Wliat bepame of her afterwards, is not 
worth inquiring. As for AgrippOy he was the laft of the He^ 
rodian race that bore the royal title, and is fuppofe 1 to have 
Agrippa^s died at Rome about the feventieth year of his age, and in the 
deaths and mntiWth of jefus Chrift JoJephus has this remarkable 
end of the mg on Herodtanlm^y That they all failed within an 
Her^ian hundred years % though they were at firft fo numeious, as we 
familj. hAYC feen them in the genealogy of Herod the Gf eat. 

This was the end of the Heradian family, and of the 
yewijh nation and polity, and is fo much the more remark- 
able, confidcring that the fuccin£i account we have of it is 
written by a Jew of fuch extraordinary charader, and that 
the dcftru6lion of the city and people, efpecially of their tem- 
ple, IS found upon the whole fo exa£Uy conformable to the pro- 
phecies of Chrift, denounced againft^them fo long before* 
One might have expected, that thisibi^ild have opened their 

* Ibid. c. 31, pair. y Vid. Subtom. in vit. Tit. ex Xiphil. 
ex Dione. Justus Tii^brius apud Phot. bibl. cod. 33. > Tit- 

LEMONT, ruinedcB Juifs, art. ft not. 41. * Anciq. l.xviii. 
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Jew: ^ 

, , IP aek q jP fege dieftt at wH as the many others yre have 
^entionedi in the^coorfe of this and the laft feAiofll^^which 
rove him the Me^ah, fince they had feen their facrifices, ce- 
lonial law^ their temples tbeir royal (lock of Judah^ &c* 
p/hich they till then thou^t were to laft for ever, buried, as 
Fit were, under the ruin of ^cir metropolis and commonwealth. 
Inftead of which, their chief aim and ftudy ever fince has been 
to find falvoes againft all thofe pregnant proofs ; to depart from 
the expofitions of their antients ; to give a new fenfe to the 
prophets, to invent new feeptres for their royal tribe in feme 
unknown parts of the world ; and, in a word, to oppofe 
every thing that we urge againft them, as wc fhall have oc- 
cafion to fhew in the appendix (H). 


(H) Jo the mean time it will 
not be amifs to cake notice, that 
the Jews are no^fs at variance 
^iwith Jefepyus,t)iiin the Chnftians 
haveadmiard Wm., Jerom^ 
among ocher praifes he gives him, 
ealh him the Lt^uy of the Jews 
(4). Photius and others have 
been (.quilly ]avi(h of their in- 
cenfe ; and Etifebtut adds to the 
r lat he had itacuc reared 
> c onfulcration of his 
|[writ’i's (5). Wc (hall not re- 
al w h It we have often obfei ved, 
partiality to his nation, and 
|lc«tal order. Loth in this 
er, and o ir former volumes. 
Ins countrymen have trumped 
^another Jofephus^ known by 
name of Bengonon^ whofe 
ory IS compiM out of the 
^nian veriion of the true Jo- 
\us (for he doth not feem to 
; feen the original) ; and is 
|ed with the mod palpable ab- 
[itics, falihoods, and contra- 
lions to him; and yet the 
vs give him the higheit enco* 
hms. In particular, rabbi 
who has publilh^iis hi- 
fio^, is not a(hamed tdr^rm, 
that all he wrote wa^uft and 

(4) De vir, 
fn yofepL Beng 
*5* 
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true, without the leaf! fdfhood ; 
that his writings come neater to 
thofe of the pron‘’cts, than thofe 
of any othe* Je u tjh author ; that 
the hand of God was upon him, 
whilft he compiled his work ; 
with feme other commendations, 
which amount almoll to blafphe- 
my (6) That fabulous author is 
fo well known to the learned, 
that wc (hall fpend no time in 
expofing him. The readers may 
fee enough of them in that muci- 
\ itcd edition which Munfter has 
I ven us of it ; though he has 
concealed a great number of 
them. But thofe that have feen 
the large editions that have come 
out fince, will find them fo full of 
errors, that he will readily own, 
nothing but the greatefi degree of 
infatuation and perverfenefs could 
induce the Jews to prefer him to 
the true one, who, fetting afide 
his partiality above-mentioned, 
"hath all the marks of a judicious 
and exad hiftorian \j). As to 
the falfe one, who is commonly 
thought to have lived io Pranee 
about the 1 1 th century, we may 
have occafion to fay lometi' ' 
more of him in the appen " 

j. (%) Hifi, ccclef. /.iiKf. 13. ffO Praf^ 

rr. CenJiaMinop, 1490. (/) Bafnag, btjl, 

Pnd, Calmet, ^ ah 


Vif END of tht Tenth Voiomb. 





